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THE WORD OF A KING
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A SERMON
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON.

AT THE OPENING OF A NEW BAPTIST CHAPEL,
TRINITY ROAD, UPPER TOOTING.

“Where the word of a king is, there is power.”
Ecclesiastes 8:4.

KINGS in Solomon’s day had a vast amount of povieriheir word was absolute. They did accord-
ing to their own will, and none could check thewr, &s Solomon said, “the king’s wrath is as the-roa
ing of a lion: whoever provokes him to anger sigaiast his own soul.” When such a monarch hap-
pened to be wise and good, it was a great bledsitige people, for “a king that sits in the thrasfe
judgment scatters away all evil with his eyes.” Bute was of a hard, tyrannical nature, his suisjec
were mere slaves, and groaned beneath a yokerofWe do not sufficiently give thanks for the bless
ings of a constitutional government, but if we wére a season put beneath the power of a grinding
despotism, we should set more store by those idselor which we have to thank our Puritan ancestor
Mercies are seldom appreciated till they are tak@ay. May we not prove ungrateful under free instit
tions, for if so, we shall be more brutish than amgn.

There is, however, blessed be the Lord, one Kihgse power we do not wish in any degree to limit
or circumscribe. God does as He wills among theesmaf heaven, and among the inhabitants of this
lower world, none can stay His hand, or say untm,HiVhat are you doing? In this we greatly rejoice.
The personal rule of one individual would be thetderm of government if that individual were per-
fectly good, infinitely wise, and abundant in powA&nd the reason why an autocrat turns into a despo
is that there is no man who is perfectly good, liste or wise. God has no fault or failing, anenté-
fore it is a joy that He does according to His wie never wills anything that is not strictly just the
exercise of absolute sovereignty He is neither stmor unmerciful, it is not possible for Him ta,eand
therefore it is a great subject for joy that “therd reigns, He is clothed with majesty. The Lord sip-
on the floods; yes, the Lord sits King forever aver; let Israel rejoice, and let the children adrzbe
joyful in their King. “Say among the heathen thia¢ tLord reigns: the world also shall be established
that it shall not be moved: He shall judge the peaghteously. Let the heavens rejoice, and let th
earth be glad; let the seas roar, and the fulltresgof.”

Now, because God is the absolute Monarch, His Wwasdpower about it, and of that word of power
| am going to speak at this time. May the Holy Bgielp us to think of the power of God’'s Word for
four purposes—firstto excite our awesecondlyto ensure our obedienctirdly, to inspire our confi-
denceand fourthlyto direct our efforts.

l. First, we would see the power of the word of thedLim order TO EXCITE OUR AWE OF HIM.
What are we poor creatures of a day? What is tineus as we appear in God’s sight? Do we not pass
away as the flower of the field? As four word, what is it? We sometimes talk exceedinglyugity,
and we say, “shall” and “will” as wWve could do anything, when, after all, our word ig bteath, a va-
por, a mere sound in the air. Man proposes, but @sploses; man resolves, but God dissolves, that
which man expects God rejects, for the word oflitwel stands forever, but man passes away and .is not
Think of the day before all days when there waslayp but the Ancient of days, and when God dwelt all
alone. Then He willed in His mind that there shdodéda worldcreated “He spoke, and it was done: He
commanded, and it stood fast.” “By the word of tlzed were the heavens made; and all the hosts of
them by the breath of His mouth.” What a word @t tiwhich created all things! And remember that this
same word cadestroyall things, for “the heavens and the earth, whiolw are, by the same word are
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kept in store, reserved unto fire against the Diajudgment and perdition of ungodly men.” If He wer
but to speak, all things that are would melt awsyganoment’s foam dissolves into the wave thatdear
it, and is lost forever. “You turn man to destraotiand say, Return, you children of men,” anchat t
irresistible word man’s spirit returns to God whavg it, and his body disintegrates into dust.

When the Lord created He used no hand of cherabiseraphim. All that we read in the sublimely
simple record of Genesis is, “God said, let thes¢' land there was. His word accomplished all, and
when He wills to destroy one man or a million, Misrd is able to work His will. What a mighty word
was that which in one night cut off the host of &aeherib, and slew the first-born of Egypt! The avor
of the Lord commanded the floods, and they drowaeglilty world, and that same word rained fire
from heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah. Even so imagieday, when the word shall go forth from
Him, He shall shake not only the earth, but alsavea, and at His word of power both heaven andheart
shall flee away. Great God, we do adore You, fou dce both Creator and Destroyer by Your word!

Think howGod’s word both makes alive and killdke promised Abraham that he should have a seed
in which all the nations of the earth should besgéal. It seemed impossible that there should come f
him a son that should be the founder of a race-bbélyy was dead, and Sarah was old—yet God in due
time made them to laugh, for Isaac was born intchibuse. “The Lord sets the solitary in familiegie
makes the barren woman to keep house, and todydud mother of children.” It is the Lord who makes
alive, and equally is it the Lord who kills. It gnheeds God to will it and the pestilence lays rosnin
heaps, like the grass of the meadow when the mevgeythe has passed over it. The Lord has but to
call for pestilence or war, and myriads of menlare low. If He wills to chasten by famine, He cafor
devouring insects, and they invade the land. Amsl 3bel attributes to the word of Jehovah, when He
says, “And the Lord shall utter His voice beforesldrmy; for His camp is very great: for He is sgon
that executes His word: for the day of the Lordjieat and very terrible; and who can abide it?” Oh,
how we ought to worship You, You dread Supremenupbose word life and death are made to hang!

I might in another division of this part of my gett remind you of the power which attends both
His promisesandHis threats.God has never promised without performing in doeetto the last jot
and tittle. Has He said, and shall He not do it Ha commanded, and shall it not come to pass? The
gifts and calling of God are without repentance; tdeas not from His covenant engagements, and
swerves not from the performance of His word. Thibsg¢ have resisted Him have found His threats to
be true also. Let Pharaoh confess how the plagiesved fast upon the word of the Lord till evers hi
stout heart was melted within him. Men have gondoora while resisting God, and in their pride they
have laughed Him to scorn, but by and by He hakespto them in His wrath, and vexed them in His
hot displeasure. Who can stand against this terd@d, whose word overthrows the mighty, and casts
the proud beneath His feet?

There is power in God’s Word to foretedh that, when He tells what is to be in the futwe know
that it shall come to pass. “Seek you out of thekbof the Lord, and read: no one of these shdll fai
none shall want her mate.” Thus says the Lorda¥ehspoken it, | will also bring it to pass; | hgua-
posed it, | will also do it.” In the word of the tabthere is also power to predestinas well as to fore-
tell, so that what He decrees is fixed and certdihere are many devices in a man’s heart; neviatse
the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand.” ThedLbas said it, “My counsel shall stand, and | ddl all
My pleasure.” Let this be your joy today, that wdadr is promised of the latter day, and of theyglor
that is to be revealed, is sure to come to passhéomouth of the Lord has spoken it. It seemsoissp
ble that the heathen should ever be the Lord'shatrthe uttermost parts of the earth should besCér
possession, but it will be, for the King has saidund “Where the word of a king is, there is pavé/e
fear that the time will never arrive when peacellsiegggn through all the world, and when men shall
hang the helmet in the hall, and study war no mbue;the vision of faith shall yet become a faot, f
“Where the word of a king is, there is power.” Hmoke of old of Edom and Moab, Philistia and Am-
mon, Nineveh and Babylon, Greece and Rome, andewbiate has spoken has been fulfilled. Not one
word of the prophecies of Daniel and Ezekiel hdsdeof its accomplishment, and we may be sure that
not one glorious vision of the seer of Patmos vdthain a dream. Let us worship the great Ordainer,
Benefactor, and Ruler, who's every word, is thedwalra king, in which there is power—
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“His very word of grace is strong
As that which built the skies

The voice that rolls the stars along
Speaks all the promises.”

Il. Secondly, we would think of the power of God’'s Wandorder TO ENSURE OUR OBEDI-
ENCE TO IT. Whenever God gives a word of commanebihes to us clothed with authority, and its
power over our minds should be immediate and urigures. | hope that in laying the foundation of the
spiritual building that is to be erected in conmactwith this place, you will take care to do ittacding
to the directions of the Divine statute-book. Oneur Master, even Christ, and we have to do ows-Ma
ter's will, not our own. Some Christian people du miew the authority of God’s Word as paramount,
but consult human leaders or their preferences iBhio begin with the word of man, a weak and gand
foundation, | beseech you do not so. To ChristtaesNord of God is the only rule of faith and preet
Our doctrine is of authority because it is God’srd/@and for no other reason. Our ordinances aiid val
because instituted by God’s Word; they are idleemies if they are not so commanded. All the rites
rules, and regulations of man are of no value. Bt@k of human decrees is not to be regarded in the
church of Christ. You may put in the front of iprinted by authority,” but to the church of Chrishas
no authority. You may adopt a creed as the standaehy particular church, but that gives it no au-
thority to bind the conscience. It may be authatibg princes, bishops, and holy men, but wherd-t d
fers from the word of the Lord, or adds theretasito the children of God as a puff of wind. Tlodes
authority in the church is Christ Himself. He i tHead of His church, and His word is the only atith
ty by which we are ruled, for “where the word dkiag is, there is power,” but all are usurpers velacd
as lords in the church, where Jesus alone is Masigr_ord.Christians should more diligently search
the word to find out what the will of the Lord is @ll matters affecting their everyday life. A Ibyab-
ject of the great King wants to know what the Kimguld have him do. When he knows it, it is not for
him to question or to quibble, but to obey. Brethret us obey in all things the King’s word, andeg
to His holy word the honor that it justly claimsy f'where the word of a king is, there is powervey
precept that He gives He intends us to keep, He doé ordain it that we may question it; He com-
mands that we may obey.

Let me refer you to what Solomon says in the seaarse of this chaptef, counsel you to keep
the king’'s commandmentsThis is admirable counsel for every Christiarthé commandment were of
men, even the wisest of men, we might break it,artlaps do right in breaking it. But if they afdlee
King who gives the command, even the Lord JesussChvho is the King in Zion, then the advice of
the Preacher is wise and weighty—"I counsel yoldep the king’s commandment.” Perhaps some of
you would ask me this afternoon, “What is the lsesirse for me to pursue in certain difficult cases?
counsel you to keep the King’s commandment.” “Batrl a young man just beginning life, and may get
into trouble if I am rigidly scrupulous in doingahwhich is right.” “I counsel you to keep the Kisg
commandment.” “But at this present time | may lasgjob if | keepall His statutes. Could | not wink
rather hard and forget one of the commandmenta tdtle while?” “I counsel you to keep the King's
commandments.” If He is a King, then it is a solemazard to your soul if you come short of the |edist
His commandments. Remember that one treason mdkasoa; one leak sinks a ship; one fly spoils the
whole box of ointment. He that bought us with Hisdd deserves to be obeyed in all things with afl o
heart, and mind, and soul and strength. Such a Engie have ought never to hear us ask the reason
why He commands, but we should be like the brave ofidalaclava, of whom the poet said—

“Theirs not to reason why,
Theirs not to make reply,
Theirs but to dare and die.”

Solomon goes on to sdBe not hasty to go out of his sightThere is such power in God’s Word
that | would have you also obey this precept, aekd4o remain in His presence. Some of His people
seek to get away from their Lord instead of keegioge to Him. So little do they delight in commaomi
with their God that they seem to say, “Where shglb from Your Spirit? Or where shall | flee from
Your presence?” Did it never happen to you asdttdiJonah, when he felt he had to go to Tarshish,
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though the Lord told him to go to Nineveh? He dad want such a large field of labor, such an anxiou
and unrewarding post of duty. He would rather ga tallage station, or to a seaside place. Foma tie
believed that providence helped him, for he founshg going to Tarshish. There are many devils’
providences which make sin easy and obediencediffiThe precept, not the providence, is the aile
duty. The providence which gave Judas the oppdytamisell his Master did not excuse that son of pe
dition. “So he paid the fare thereof, and went domta it, to go with them unto Tarshish from thegr
ence of the Lord.” Alas, poor Jonah! To be thuseeag run counter to the word of a King! | remember
how | felt when first in London. | could not endufee horrible wilderness of bricks by which | was-s
rounded. | sighed for the green fields and thehfiags, and longed to get back to my country chaBys.
this kind of self-indulgence will not do. “Whereethvord of a king is, there is power,” and wherether
King sends you, you must go, and go without quastm If He should send you to preach at the gates
of hell, go and preach there. “Be not hasty to gbad His sight,” for if you get out of the sight the
King, if you no longer wait in His blessed presentepend upon it, like Jonah, you will fall intaaty
tempest, sinking, and terror. There may be no wtoagavallow you, and cast you up, again, they ate n
as plentiful now as they were then, and you maybeatelivered so easily as Jonah. Keep in the kord’
presence and favor, no matter where you may hage to order to do so. Walk in communion with
Christ in whatever path He may point out to youvé&temind how rough it is. Do not imagine it is the
wrong road because it is so rough; rather reckombie right because it is rough, for seldom doamo
ness and rightness go together. Oh, to abide irsGhe Word, and to have His word abiding in us!

Solomon then say$Stand not in an evil thing."There is such power in the Word of God that He
can readily destroy you, or heavily chastise yberdéfore be quick to amend, and “stand not in an ev
thing.” Repent, obey, submit, confess, and seetqgaat once. He who is a courtier in a king’s coiirt
he offends against his sovereign, or does anyttlisgraceful, apologizes, and trusts that he witlsw
offend any more, and oh, you child of God, if ay &ime you shall offend against your gracious Sever
eign, and He frowns on you, humble yourself, fos Bliroke is heavy. “Be you not as the horse, thas
mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth ipedteld in with bit and bridle.” Have a tender
mouth, let God guide you with His eye, let a wosddmough for you, do not need a bit or bridle. $twi
we all had great tenderness of conscience. We dhmrhble at God’s Word, and humble ourselves in
the dust before Him, praying to be cleansed bygtase. If a person wished to practice deeds ofnigifa
he would not do it in the Queen’s audience roorpeeislly if her eyes were fixed upon him. And so si
should be impossible to a believer who lives inphesence of the King, in whose word there is power
Will you offend Him to His face, and slight Him idis own courts? No, yield yourself to His mercy,
and let your holy life prove that His word has poweer your heart and conscience.

lIl. And now, thirdly, TO INSPIRE OUR CONFIDENCE, let tilsink that “where the word of a
king is, there is power.” If there & heart here that is seeking merdyyou can go before God with
such a promise as this in your mouth, “Let the witKorsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, andwilé have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He
will abundantly pardon”—that word of His is not &re sound, there is the power of truth in it. lf1yo
do what He there bids you do, you shall find thatddn and will abundantly pardon. Whatever sins you
have committed, though they are too many to camd,too awful to mention, if you will come and trus
yourself with Jesus Christ, God’s Word is that whall be saved, and saved you shall be. “He that be
lieves on Him is not condemned.” “He that belieeesthe Son has everlasting life.” Come and plead
these words now, you who feel your sinfulness, yand shall prove in your joyful experience that they
are the power of God unto salvation. Even the wawyst may come and plead the promises, and they
shall obtain immediate pardon and full forgivenesmsg their soul shall know it because of the sweet
peace that comes from forgiven sin.

Do you tell me thayou cannot conquer your evil passions and corrgdirs?Here is a promise
from the word of the Lord, “From all your filthinesand from all your idols, will | cleanse you. &wn
heart also will | give you, and a new spirit wilput within you.” Now come and plead these precious
promises, there is power in them, they are the svofda King, and if you plead them at the mercyt,sea
you shall become a new creature in Christ Jesub tlidhgs shall pass away. All things shall become
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new.When you get a promise from God, treat it as unteibruth, and rely upon it as you do upon the
promise of your father or your friend. There arenmaeound you whose promises you never can believe,
when they promise to pay you, you dare not regaad an asset in business, for you are too saddyeaw
that you have a little bundle of their | O U’s a&dy, and you have had a view of their dishonordd, bi
and checks endorsed with “insufficient funds.” Badd’s Word is not like that of false and fickle mor
tals. No charge of falsehood or failure can be ghvwagainst the God of truth. He has never brokisn H
word yet, and He never will. Then, dear souls,aflyneed forgiveness of sin and renewal of heatt, ge
the promise to that effect, and believe it withyallr soul, and as sure as it is the word of a Kiag
shall be washed in the blood and in the water wifimved from the wounded side of the crucified
Christ.

And you Christian people, are there any of you walestruggling at this time witnremaining cor-
ruption which you cannot conquelbw come and lay hold of the promise that youlsthatrcome, and
plead it before the mercy seat. If you do but ggt gromise of God suited to your case, make qusk u
of it, for there is power in it. It is the word afKing! Mr. Durham, the writer of ancient and prac
comments upon Solomon’s Song and the Revelatioenwdying, was somewhat distressed in mind,
and said to a friend who was standing by his beqdstdut of all the Scriptures there is not one it
yields me comfort, save only one, and that is dva I have often held out to perishing sinnerdglit
thinking | should have to cling to it myself—‘hirhd@t comes unto Me | will in no wise cast out.” Brot
er So-and-So, do you think that this is strong ghaio bear my weight now?” “Yes,” his friend replje
“and to bear the weight of ten thousand times bemugand if they rest upon it.” What was said ot tha
text is true of every other Word of God. The proemig the Lord will bear the weight of sin and jasti
life and death, judgment and hell. Lean your wheéght on the word, and you shall find it to beelik
Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abidegver. For my own part, | have no shadow of a
hope but in the word of the Lord. His Spirit hadivdered me from all reliance upon duties, or fegin
or experiences. The word of the Lord is the liferof soul. In the words of King Jesus there is potwer
save you, to renew you, to pardon you, to presgoue to sanctify you, and to perfect you. If yowéa
hold on the promises, they will hold you for timedaeternity too.

Then, alsoare there any of you in great troublé2annot know all your cases, but if any one aifi yo
has a trial which you could not tell, or a troubddyich if you did tell it, nobody could help you toof,
go and spread it before the Lord. Remember His wiMdny are the afflictions of the righteous: bet
Lord delivers him out of them all.” Go and tell Hithat He has thus spoken, and that He has therein
pledged Himself to deliver you out of all afflictis, and be sure of this, He will be as good asiidisl.

Do you expect to die soote you somewhat distressed because sicknessl&mming your con-
stitution? Be not afraid, for His Spirit teachesuyto sing, “Yes, though | walk through the vallytioe
shadow of death, | will fear no evil: for You aréhvme; Your rod and Your staff they comfort me.6 G
and tell the Lord of His own word, and you will lotorward to death without fear, singing—

“Knowing as | am known,

How shall I love that word,

And oft repeat before the throne,

‘Forever with the Lord!

That resurrection word,

That shout of victory,

Once more, ‘Forever with the Lord!

Amen—so let it be!”
Brethren, one more point is gained concerning ¢lae 6f death when we remember that it is the voice
a King which will recall our bodies from the graand “where the word of a king is, there is power.”
Do we ask mournfully as we survey the graveyardri@ese dry bones live?” We are not slow to an-
swer with assurance of faith. He that brought afg@m the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepiferd
the sheep, will also bring forth from their sep@chall His sheep. “If the Spirit of Him that radsap
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He that raige@hrist from the dead shall also quicken your adort
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bodies by His Spirit that dwells in you.” We do mimubt this when we remember that with the trumpet
of the archangel shall also be heard the voiceaaf, @hich voice shall speak the word omnipotent—
“Break from His throne, illustrious morn!
Attend, O earth, His sovereign word!
Restore the saint, a glorious form
He must ascend to meet his Lord.”

I\V. Fourthly, | am coming to my last point, on whickHhall crave a little time, and here | intend to
address myself to all people of God who are assatian church fellowship, and striving to do the
Lord’s service, and to you who will be so associdtere. My text is to be used TO DIRECT YOUR
EFFORTS. You need power; not the power of moneyniod, or influence, or numbers, but “power
from on high.” All other power may be desirablef this power is indispensable. Spiritual work can o
ly be done by spiritual power. | counsel you inartb get spiritual power in all that you do to pebe
King’s commandment, for “where the word of a kisgthere is power.” Lay not a stone of your spiritu
al church without His overseeing. Do all things@ding as He has ordained. Regard Him as the wise
Master Builder, and be all of you under the commahHlis word. The day comes when much that has
been built shall be destroyed, for the fire wilt 8very man’s work of what sort it is. It is vergsy to
heap up a church with wood, hay, and stubble, wttiehfire will soon destroy, and it is very difficu
work to build one up with gold, silver, and preaatones, for these are rare materials, and musit-be
igently sought for, laboriously prepared, and adhgfguarded. The materials that will stand the faof
temptation, trial, death, and the like, are nob&brought together by any word but the word of the
Lord, but these alone are worth having. | had sobage half-a-dozen Christian people, truly spaitu
and obedient to the word of the Lord in all thingign | would have half-a-dozen thousands, of naimin
Christians, who neither care about the word, nerKimg. If you need power, keep the King’'s com-
mandment, keep close to them in all things, andemathe Law of your house and the slogan of your
flag. Wherein you go beyond the word, you go beytral power, and wherein you stop short of the
word, you also stop short of the power. In the Kngord therels power, and you will have power as
long as you keep to it. But real power is nowhdse & be found. Let us take care that we do nuk lo
elsewhere for power, for that will be leaving tloiritain of living waters to hew out for ourselves-b
ken cisterns which hold no water. | fear that s@heistian people have been looking in many other di
rections for the power which can only be foundha word of the King. At one time we were told that
power lay in an educated ministry. People said, ‘Miest have a minister who knows Greek and Latin.
You cannot save souls unless you are familiar tighheathen classics.” This superstition has sedfer
many a blow from the manifest successes of thoses&lonly language is the grand Old Saxon. Then
the cry was, “Well, really, we do not need thesenrakeducation, we need fluent speakers, men who
can tell a great many anecdotes and stories, #res@en of power.” | hope we shall outgrow thisudel
sion also. The Lord works by either of these clagdanen, or by others who have not the qualifaragi
of either of them, or by another sort of men, orsbfts of men, so long as they keep to the wortthef
King, in which there is power. There is power i thospel if it is preached by a man utterly without
education; unlearned men have done great thinghedopower of the word. The polished doctor of di-
vinity has been equally useful when he has kepigdMaster’s word. But if either of these has fdtgn
to make Christ’s word first and last, the preachimas been alike powerless, whether uttered billithe
erate or the profound.

Others have thought it necessary, in order to Ip@veer among the masses (that is the hypocritical
phrase), that there should be fine music. An oigamowadays thought to be the power of God, and a
choir is a fine substitute for the Holy Spirit. Hhieave tried that kind of thing in America, whedos
and guartets enable singing men and singing womelivide their services between the church and the
theater. Some churches have paid more attentithretohoir than to the preaching. |1 do not believé.i
If God had meant people to be converted in that, W&ywould have sent them a command to attend the
music halls and operas, for there they will getlfatter music than we can hope to give them. Ifethe
are charms in music to change the souls of men #ionto holiness, and if the preaching of the gbspe
will not do it, let us have done with Peter and IPaith Chalmers and with Chrysostom, and let ualtex
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Mozart and Handel into their places, and let treagsingers of the day take the places of the ptead
for the Lord. Even this would not content the masiaf this age, for with the music room they criéwe
flippancy of the theater. Combine with philosoplmeg tsweet flowers of oratory and those of Covent
Garden, adding thereto the man-millinery and baublieRome, and then you can exclaim, with the
idolaters of old, “These are your gods, O Israklén are now looking for omnipotence in toys. Bug

do not believe it. We come back to this, “Wherewwed of a king is, there is power,” and while we a
prepared to admit that all and everything that tbado with us can be the vehicle of spiritual povfer
God so wills, we are more than ever convinced @ad has spiritual power to give by His word alone.
We must keep to the King’'s word if we desire tod#vis spiritual power for the Lord’s work.

Whatever you find in Scripture to be the commahthe King, follow it, though it leads you into a
course that is difficult for the flesh to bear. €am a path of singular spirituality, and nonconfibyrto
the world. Remember that, after all, the truth nb@ywith the half-dozen, and not with the million.
Christ's power may be with the handful as it wad?antecost, when the power came down upon the
despised disciples and not upon the chief prigaissaribes, though they had the sway in religioas-m
ters.

If we want to win souls for Christe must use the Word of God to do it. Other foohgood work
languish unless the gospel is joined with them.a®eut reforming, civilizing, and elevating the pkn
and you will lose your time unless you evangelizent. The total abstinence movement is good, and |
would that all would aid it, but it effects littlenless the gospel furnishes the motive and thefdrovill
win its way in proportion as it is carried on inbsudination to the gospel, and is viewed as a mé&ans
reach a still higher end. The rod works no wondeMoses grasps it, and moral teaching has small
force till Jesus operates by it. Those who doubtgbwer of the gospel, and leave it for other foohs
hopeful good, leave strength for weakness, omnmatéor insufficiency. More and more | am persuad-
ed that it is where the word of a King is that ¢hex power, and all the rest is feebleness urdil word
has infused might into it. Everyone must buy hisi@xperience, but mine goes to prove to me that the
direct and downright preaching of the gospel is ri@st profitable work which | ever engage in. It
brings more glory to God and good to men thaneturing and addressing upon moral subjects. |
should always, if | were a farmer, like to sow teaed which would bring me the best return for ezy |
bor. Preaching the gospel is the most paying timndpe world. It is remunerative in the very highes
sense. May your minister stick to the gospel, tlefashioned gospel, and preach nothing else lsitsle
Christ and Him crucified. If people will not hetlrat, do not let them hear anything at all. It is better
be silent than to preach anything else. Paul said,l will say the same, “I determined not to knany-
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him cegtifi

Then again, if you need powgqQu must use this word in pleadidgyour work here is to be a suc-
cess, there must be much praying, everything in<Goause is to be done with prayer. Give me a pray-
ing people, and | shall have a powerful people. Woed of the King is that which gives power to our
prayers. | have been requested to preach, in ogrtaces, and | have replied that | could not goa |
little time | have received a letter to remind rhatt two years before | promised to go. This attehe
case. | had no choicemustgo, whether | could or not, for my word was pledlge it. So, if you can go
to the Lord with His pledged word and say, “Lordyuvhave said it, You must do it,” He will be true t
His word to you, for there is power in the wordagking.

There is power imccepting that wordn getting it into you, or receiving it. You witlever keep the
truth till you have received this word of a Kinganyour spiritual being, and absorbed it into yspir-
itual nature. Oh, that you might every one of yatutbe word, live on it, and make it your daily ého

And then, there is power in tipgacticing of it. Where there is life through the King’'s word, itllw
be a strong life. The sinner’s life is a feeble,libut an obedient life, an earnest Christian aféife of
strength. Even those who hate it and abhor it cainelp feeling that there is a strange influenoeualit
which they cannot explain, and they must respect it

You will see its power in this place. | know yotilvgee it, for you are resolved, in God’s strength
that it shall be so. You will see its powterfill the place There is nothing as attractive as the gospel of
Christ. If you were to give a man the Tabernaclbewington, and say to him, “There, you may lecture
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on geology, astronomy, or anything you like, twizethe Sunday, and every night in the week as well,
if you please, and see if you can keep up a fulbcegation,” he would fail. The people would notreo

for any length of time, and yet without any greedtory we preach the gospel again and again, and th
people come, they cannot help it. They hear nothieny; it is always the same thing over and over
again, and yet it is never monotonous. There isyva glorious freshness about the gospel. That one
silver bell of the gospel has more melody in itrtltan be drawn from all the bells in all the steeph

the world. There is more sweetness in that one nkges, than in all the harps of angels, let atbae
music of men. When Jesus Christ’s deity is denieany chapel, it soon becomes a howling wilderness.
If Christ, the Son of God, is gone, all is gonecéktain minister preached Universalism, or the rioet
that everybody would be saved in the end and aftene his chapel became empty. His neighbor, who
preached that those who did not believe would Beflarever, had his house full. One day the Univer-
salist met his neighbor, and asked him, “How ihat the people come to you when you preach that un
believers will be sent to hell, and they do not eaim me though | tell them that in the end they alll

be in heaven?” The other replied, “They suspedtilinat | tell them is true, and that what you teém

is false.” Where gentlemen of this order have b@eaching, people have sense enough to come to the
conclusion that if what they say is false it is mose to hear them, and if what they say is truerehs

no need to hear them. Certain gentlemen are prdwitige world that there is no need of themselfges,

if men are not lost what need is there of a preatihéell them how they can be saved? He that cries
peace and safety, if he is a watchman, might ashveéd his tongue. If the watchman woke you up in
the middle of the night crying out, “All's well! Aine starlight night!” you would be very much inoéd

to exclaim, “Why on earth do you go about distugoppeople when there is nothing the matter? Go
home and get to bed with you!” And thus these simaspieaking gentlemen are finding out that they are
not needed, and people are ready to say of theat,tfliem go home to bed, and there let them abide.”
But on the other hand, if you preach Jesus Clarst,even the terrible things of His word, therd bd

a full house, for conscience bids men hear.

When you preach the gospgbuls will be savedio secure that end you must stick to the gospel,
that is the one means ordained by God for the asiore of sinners. The other day a gospel minister
spoke to a woman who had attended certain revemalices, in which there was much shouting of
“Come to Jesus,” but nothing about Jesus. She ‘d&ieard you preach this afternoon, and if what yo
preached is true, then | am a lost woman. | haes lbenverted ten times already.” Ah me! What is the
use of such poor work as this? We must teach thg'&iword if our work is to be blessed to the salva
tion of souls. We must plow with the law, and l& people know what sin means, and what repentance
means, and then we may hopefully sow them withgtbegpel. Some time ago we were told that there
was no need of repentance, and that repentancenugdyit a change of mind. But what tremendous
change of mind true repentance means! Never spgakylof repentance.

Then, too, the preaching of the truth, and thelevbrith,will bring a power of union among yoso
that you who love the Lord will be heartily united/lhen Christian people quarrel, it is generally be-
cause they do not get sufficient spiritual foodgBdight when there are no bones, and church mesmber
fall out when there is no spiritual food. We muistegthem plenty of gospel, for the gospel has tw-p
er of sweetening the temper, and making us putitipame another.

Preach the King’'s word, for it will give you power private prayer, power in the Sunday school,
power in the prayer meeting, power in everythingt thou do, because you will live upon the King’s
own word and His word is meat to the soul. The petsaid, “Your words were found, and | did eat
them; and Your word was unto me the joy and repg@f my heart.” If you try this meat, you will all
find it is nourishing to you also. The Lord blesgiyand grant that it may be so. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 19.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—191, 482, 192.

END OF VOLUME 28.
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