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A SERMON
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BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE NEWINGTON.

WHEN THE REGULAR CONGREGATION LEFT THEIR SEATS TO BE OCCUPIED BY STRANGERS.

“Come unto Me, all you that labor and are heavy kxdl, and | will give you rest.”
Matthew 11:28.

ONE is struck with the personality of this text.€Fé are two persons in it, “you” and “Me"—that is
to say, the laboring one and the tender Savior ericeats him to come that he may find rest. It ¢sim
important, if we wish to see the way of peace tyesn understand that we must each one come person
ally to Jesus for rest—"Come unto Me, watiuthat labor,” and that coming on our part mustda per-
sonal Christ. In effect He says, “Come, yourseltedfle. Come not through sponsors, not through men
whom you choose to call your priests, not through petitions of ministers and teachers, but come
yourselves, for yourselves.” Dear hearers, thergua between you and God, and this quarrel cdy on
be made up by your approaching the Lord throughedi®tor. It would be folly for you to ask another
to come to the Mediator for you, you must trustim yourself. Personal faith is indispensable toasa
tion.

But the personality of Christ is equally clearlypobbght out in our text. Jesus says, “Come unto
Me”—"not to anybody else, but the.” He does not say, “Come to hear a sermon about Md,”
“come to Me.” He does not say, “Come to sacramemits;ch shall teach you something about Me,” but,
“come to Me"™—to My work and person. You will obserthat no one is put between you and Christ.
The text is, “Come unto Me, all you that labor ard heavy laden"—not to somebody that will stand
between you and Me, but “Come to Me at once, artdount a go-between.” Come to Jesus directly,
even to Jesus Himself. You do need a Mediator Etweurselves and God, but you do not need a me-
diator between yourselves and Jesus. Christ Jeghe iMediator between you and the Father, but you
need no one to stand between you and Christ. Tow&irmay look at once, with unveiled face, guilty as
we are. To Him we may come, just as we are, witlaoybne to recommend us, or plead for us, or make
a bridge for us to Jesus. We are to come distinotihe Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, whom God
has ordained to be the way of access. | shalbfdthis in setting forth the gospel if | shall leaybody
to think that he can get salvation by going to arch, or going to a meeting house, or going to @isni
ter, or going into an inquiry-room, or going to engent form. No, we are to go nowhere but to Jesus
You, just as you are, are to come to Christ assHand the promise is that on your coming to Hira, H
will give you rest. That is the assurance of Jddmsself, and there is no deception in it. He wileg
you rest us surely as you come to Him. What a lsigss will be if those who have no rest in them-
selves should find rest at once in Jesus whilghygetsermon calls them. Why not? | hope many of, you
my brothers and sisters, who have found rest afreaill be praying while | am preaching that the-un
resting ones may come at this good hour and fiatlineJesus Christ the Savior.

You see there are two persons. Let everybodywalsish, and let these two be left alone, to transac
heavenly business with each othisussays toyou,“Come to Me.” Your answer to Him, if it is, “Yes,
Lord, | come,” shall be the means of bringing pe@cgour heart from this time forth and forevermore

| want at this time to set forth the glory of therd Jesus Christ, who sends this pressing personal
invitation to every laboring and heavy laden onghis place. | wish that | knew how to preach. Vvda
tried to do so for thirty years or so, but | amyonbw beginning to learn the art. Oh, that one kihew
to set forth Christ, so that men perceived His beand fell in love with Him at first sight. Ohp8Bit of
God, make it smow. If men knew the grandeur of His gospel—the jdng peace, the happiness which
comes of being a Christian, they would run to Has,flies seek after sweet fruit, so would men seek
after the Savior, if they did but know that sweelem honey and the honeycomb is the word of His sa
vation.

Volume 28 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. 1




2 Christ’s Word with You Sermon #1691

l. 1 first call your attention to THE VALUE OF THE GIFwhich in this text is set before weary,
laboring men, “Come unto Me, all you that labor @me heavy laden, and | will give you redRést of
the heart is worth more than all Californido be at peace—to be no more tossed up and dowrein
soul—to be secure, peaceful, joyful, happy, is Wwenbuntains of diamonds. A man’s life consists not
in the abundance of the things which he possessasy a poor man is vastly happier than the possesso
of large estates, for peace comes not with propbtywith contentment. The music of peace is het t
jingle of gold or silver. Sweeter bells sound ie thardoned heart than ever wealth can ring. Thie her
called heart’'s-ease often grows in tiny gardens, lzappy is the man who wears it in his bosom. It is
this gift which, for value, outshines the pearlsl anbies which deck an Indian queen, which Jesus
promises to give to all that come to Him for it.,@&re peace which comes from the Prince of peace!

This, if a man gets it, is practically helpfia him in all the affairs of life. | say that, @ththings be-
ing equal, there is nobody so fit to run the rackf®as the man who is unloaded of his careseamdys
peace of mind. The man who is happily restful tasaBod is the man to fight the battle of life. vba
known a man losing money on the market step aai@ getting into a quiet place, breathe a prayer to
God, and come back calm and composed, and wheedar® bin his distraction, he was ready to make
bad bargains, plunge into speculation, and losétgrhe has come back rested and peaceful, asd ha
been in a fit frame for dealing with his fellow mdrknow this, brethren, having many cares restipg
on myself, that when | can feel calmly restful apdet before God, | am a match for anybody, butrwhe
once the spirits sink, and depression comes im, tine grasshopper becomes a burden, and a tefie fr
the soul. Bring solid rest to the heart, and yowehgiven the man a fulcrum upon which he may et t
lever with which he can lift the heaviest weighit ket him always be tossed up and down, and he has
nothing to give him force. When a man is afraidli®, he may well be afraid to live. He who could no
look death in the face—yes, that could not look Godhe face, is a man who has a latent weakness
about him that will rob him of force and couragettie heat of the battle. | commend to you, men and
brethren, in this busy London, the precious giftmyf text called, “rest,” because it is not onlyraegara-
tion for the world to come, but for the life thaiw is. The peace of God will serve both as armsaand
mor; it is both battle-axe and breastplate. It Wwélyour heart’s comfort and your hands’ strentytiill
be good for day and night, for calm and storm.a$ la thousand uses, and all of them are esseamtial t
spiritual well-being.

This rest is not found anywhere else but in Chtist me tell you what kind of rest it is, confagsi
that | now enjoy it and revel in it. It is restttee man’s entire spiritual beinGonsciencearoubles us till
Jesus speaks it into rest. Conscience looks batlcres, “Things are not right. You were wrong here
wrong there, and wrong altogether, there is nofarsyou.” Conscience keeps a diary, and writedwit
heavy pen a gloomy record, which we read with aldifmemble,” says conscience, “for you will see
this record again at the judgment day, and findrgelfi condemned by it to eat the fruits of your do-
ings.” Men laugh and say they do not believe it, they do believe it. Deep in their hearts they mus
believe it, for God has a witness within which bduout the truth. Conscience perpetually rousesesom
men, as a watchdog wakes a slumbering househ6Rienn, sir,” they say, “Lie down, lie down,” but
this watchdog of God in the heart will not alwasdown, every now and then it begins to howl! horri
bly, and the man cannot sleep as he needs to &leep.if you drug conscience, it will have fitshark-
ing in its sleep. Now, Jesus promises to those edme to Him a peaceful conscience, which He will
give through pardoning all the past, through chagghe current of the man’s ideas in the preserd, a
through helping him to avoid in the future the fauhto which he fell in the days that have now eon
by—

“Rest, weary soul!

The penalty is borne, the ransom paid,

For all your sins full satisfaction made.

Strive not to do, yourself, what Christ has done:
Claim the free gift, and make the joy your own.
No more by pangs of guilt and fear distress,
Rest, sweetly rest!”

It is a grand thing to have rest of conscience. BBenh we haveninds,and minds are troublous
things. In these days of doubt it is not easy fariad to get an anchorage, and keep it. Many aeke
ing for something to believe, or at least, theygloo be quite sure that it would be the right thiag to
believe. Minds are tossed about like ships at @ehirds caught in a fierce gale. My mind was oirce
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that state—drifted, carried along | knew not wher®r a while believed nothing, till at last it we to
this—that | thought my own existence might be, radl a mere thought. Having a practical vein ip m
character, | sat down and laughed at my own dredmen-existence, for | felt thatdid exist. Up from
the depths of doubt and unbelief | rose to feelglmeust be something sure. | cast my soul at Jéses’
and | rested, and | am now perfectly content indnihhousands of us can say, “We know whom we
have believed, and are persuaded that He is aldeep that which we have committed to Him,” and
therefore we cannot leave the gospel. No new dwdrino novelties, no skepticisms, no fresh infor-
mation, can disturb us now, at least they can beathe a surface-ruffling, all is calm in the seul’
deeps. Having found rest of intellect in the dowtrof Jesus, there will we stay till death and beawr
the Second Advent, solves all riddles.

But then we havlearts | hope we all have hearts, though some are reardtalmost heartless. Men
that have great, all-embracing hearts need aoeshéir love. What a cause of trouble this he&xwos
is, for it often clings to that which is unworthy ib, and we are deceived and disappointed, and-hea
break crushes us. The tempting fruit, like the epg Sodom, crumbles into ashes in our hand. Here
then is rest and remedy for heart palpitationsthedanguish of the breast. Let a man love Jesusi@and
will crave no other love, for this will fill his 0 to the brim—

“Him on yonder cross | love;

Nothing else on earth | count dear!”

May He mine forever prove,

Who is now so inwardly near!
Christ fills a man’s nature to the brim. The inamsSon of God once known gives rest of conscience,
rest of intellect, and rest of heart. In a word,bBtiemgs complete satisfaction to the spirit.

Now, | do not know of any religion that offers femt rest to the mind except the religion of Jesus
Christ. Men go the world over to try and find tipisarl of great price, but their quest is in vaioften
talk with religious people who have no idea of lgegaved now, and finding rest at once, because they
do not understand that Christ came to give immediatvation to those who trust Him. | spoke witle on
earnest soul a little while ago, and she said,dVehno rest.” | replied, “Have you believed in Jesu
Christ? “ She answered, “Yes.” “But,” | asked, “Jou not know that as soon as you believe in Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven you and you are davél did not grasp that,” she said. Yet thathet
gospel—that whoever believes in Jesus is not conddimHe that believes in Him has everlasting life,
andis saved the moment he believes—becomes changedtfimower of sin and made into a new
man, possessing a new life which can never dies @absurance is worth getting hold of, and he that h
it, let him hold it fast, and rejoice in it. Yetig not to be obtained anywhere except from the daads
that were nailed to the wood. This rest can newenec from any lips but those that prayed upon the
cross, “Father, forgive them, for they know not witeey do.” This then, is the gift which is pressht
by Christ Jesus at this moment to all that labal @ame heavy laden, if they will come to Him forthey
shall have rest of soul.

Some in this place are panting for rest. In tm&sagcity there must be much trouble, sorrow, unres
misery, and distraction. When | look on this comggitéon, | know that | could not bear to hear tHe td
sorrow that would be unfolded if each man wereetbhis inward anguish. We look cheerful, but many
a cheerful face covers a sad heart. The weightufam misery is enough to make the axles of thé eart
to break. Oh, what a blessing it is that therenge @ho can lift us up—who can make the pooreseto b
better than if he were rich, and the sad to be ieagpan the merry, and the afflicted to be momsbl
than the prosperous. Jesus is here in our midkt eihds loaded with mercy. May He prove His pres-
ence among us by giving rest to all those who cianhere laboring and laden.

Thus | have spoken upon the value of the gift. &irit of God, teach men its value!

Il. Bear with me, in the second place, while | speatnupHE LARGENESS OF THE SAVIOR’S
HEART. Oh, that | could stand aside, and that Hald@ome here Himself and utter the words of my
text with His own dear lips! “Come unto Me, all ythat labor and are heavy laden.”

See the persons whom He invites to come to Hlone but a man of great soul would keep such
companylf we would be merry, we choose merry company. &éoiks | should be glad to be in heav-
en with, but | could dispense with their companyehdor ten minutes with them on earth is enough to
make one wretched. Only a generous spirit would ‘€agme to Me, all you that are downcast—all you
that are desponding—all you that are broken-hedrtéet that is exactly what the text says. Christ
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courts the company of the sorrowful, and invitessthwho are ill at ease to approach Him. What & hea
of love He must have! No, He invitel such to come. You know two or three that are yeadkst down

are quite enough at a time for most of us. It hapdesome months ago, when | was sitting here to see
people, that | had four or five cases so sad—s&odage—in which | could render such little helpat,
after trying to pray with them, and encourage thésgid to a friend who was helping me, “I hope the
next that comes to me will be cheerful, for | fe®y head ache, and my heart too!” | tried as fat as
could to enter into these poor people’s troublés became troubled myself. Now, the Savior hashsa
large heart that He does not forbid the sorrowingsatocome, all of them*Come one,” He says, “come
all. All of you that labor and are heavy laden naythis hour come to Me.” The love of my Master’s
heart is so great, and the sympathy of His natutie nvan is so deep, that if all should come tharev
labored or ever sorrowed, He would not be exhausyethe sympathy, but would still be able to give
them rest in Himself. But what a large heart Jémssthat He comes only to do men good, and begins
by doing good first to those that need it most. @,lords and ladies, Jesus did not come to wirr you
patronage that you might applaud Him. Oh, you fous and high-flying ones, Jesus did not come to
win your approval. It would be a small thing to Hfor you to think well of Him. But, O you despised
and rejected, you oppressed and down-trod, youywgau worn, you sad, you sick, you desponding,
you despairing, the great Physician of souls coafies you, and it is to you He addresses the itigita

at this time. “Come unto Me, all you that labor aaré heavy laden, and | will give you rest.” Come,
such as you, and come all of you.

And He sayscome at onceHe does not say, “Stop till you get your spirdssed, stop till you get
some measure of relief,” but come just as you &here is a notion in some people’s minds that they
cannot believe in Christ till they are better. Ghdoes not need your betterness. Will you onlyogine
physician when you feel better? Then you are fbaigleed, for you do not need the physician when
you are getting better. The best time to apply physician is when you are as bad as you can lake, an
the time to come to Jesus is when you are so l@d/ttu cannot be worse. You had better come just as
you are. He invites you to do so. “Come,” He sédg#i,you that now labor and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest.” Stop not to improve yourselydsit come to Him for improvement. If you cannot
comewith a broken heart, confer a broken heart. If you cannot convéh faith, comefor faith. If you
cannot come repenting, come and ask the Lord t® giw repentance; come empty-handed, bankrupt,
ruined, condemned, and you will find rest. Oh, yoat have written out your own sentence, and have
said, “I shall perish; there is no pardon for megime to Jesus, for—depths of mercy!—there is pardon
even for you. Only come to the Savior, and He gile you rest.

He promises this rest to all who come to Hivly Master stakes His credit upon every case that
comes to Him. He has already given rest to thousatedmillions, and He promises to each one that
comes to Him that He will give rest to him. If tkes in this place, if there is in this countrythkre is
in this universe, a single person who ever did ceamiesus Christ and He did not give him rest, lildo
like to know of it, because it is my daily habitdeclare that Jesus gives rest to all that contéing
and | do not want to declare a lie! Let us know wlesus fails. He says, “Him that comes to Me 1 wil
in no wise cast out.” The first one of you that @smand He casts you out, let us know of it. We wil
post it up on the Royal Exchange—"A sinner caméesus, and He would not receive him.” Woe to the
world in that dark day, for the sun of hope will (n@enched and the night will miss her stars. Tidrt
we beg you to remember that Jesus has said, “Hancthmes to Me | will in no wise cast out.” Come
and test my blessed Lord, and see if He does mapagou. We stake the veracity of Christ, we stake
the truth of the gospel upon the case of everyarthis place who will come to Jesus Christ by faith
and trust Him. Each heavy-laden one must and $§indllrest if he will come to Jesus, or else the Re-
deemer’s promise is not true.

Thus | have spoken upon the largeness of our kdrdart in promising rest to all that come to Him
for it.

[Il. But now, thirdly, and but a moment, let me speakdao about THE BLESSEDNESS OF HIS
POWER. Our Lord Jesus Christ is able, to give péacdl that labor and are heavy laden. He has not
outrun His power in the promise that He has gi\dm.is conscious that within Himself there resides a
power which will be able to give peace to everyscence.

Noticethere is no reserveade whatever, no way is left of backing out & pmomise. “Come unto
Me,” He says, “all you that labor and are heavyeladand | will give you rest.” No limiting claussg i
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inserted. Some men will speak what looks to berg ha@ge promise, but a little condition insertediti
narrows it horrible, but there is no condition haMhoever of woman born that labors and is heasly la
en, and will come to Christ, must have rest, andsChas said it because He can give it. Theralase
perate cases among the myriads of troubled hdart$10 single one is too far gone for Jesus. Yoxeha
read the story of John Bunyan in “Grace Aboundingds there ever a poor wretch that was dragged
about by the devil more than poor John was? Feryaars and more he could not call his soul his.own
He did not dare to sleep, because he was afranbhél wake up in hell. And all day long he was trou
bled, and fretted, and worried with this, and tlaaigl the other. Poor tinker that he was, he firstight
this, and then thought that, and as he says, hé‘apasiderably tumbled up and down in his mind.” |
am sure such a case as that would have been gpvéy men, but when Jesus took it in hand, John
Bunyan found perfect rest, and his blessed “PilgrifProgress” remains a proof of the joy of heart
which the poor tinker found when he came to re€hnist. Now, if within these walls there is a case
which poverty combines with sickness and disease jfahat poverty and disease are the result c#,vi
and if that vice has been carried on for many yeand if the entire man is now depressed and delspon
ent, like one shut up in an iron cage, yet the Ligdus can give rest in such a case. It mattersavot
black or horrible is your condition, if you belieue Jesus you shall be delivered. As far as tluiskte

of soul is concerned, and as far as the venonmahsyour nature is concerned, you shall be heafed.
shall be made pure, though now you are filthy. ‘dball be restored, though now you are fallen. You
shall be started again in life by a power that Isbalise you to be born again, so that you shalhide
though you were a little child commencing life againly under happier skies and holier influendésg.
Lord and Master, has a power to comfort which readi the uttermost of human necessity. Some go a
long way in sin and doubt, but they cannot rushobeythe uttermost, and therefore they are withén th
boundaries of grace. Let the wind drive the bimdo# the shore, yet, the Lord has a rest for ianmother
land. Still does Jesus bid us sound the great tetinapd ring out the notes both clear and shrill-e+@

to Me! Come to Me! Come unto Me, all you that lalbod are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.”
Blessed shall those ears be that hear the souhdiifhearts obey it, and come to Jesus, and &atat
once. He is able. He is able to give rest. He IBngito cause joy. Doubt no more.

Jesusspeaksthuswithout reservebecause He is conscious of power, for note thisusl€hrist is
God, and He that made men’s hearts can make tHeamew. The God at whose bidding sprang that
mighty arch of the blue sky, who, poured out the sem the hollow of His hands, and named the stars
in their hosts, is able to save unto the utterntimsin that come to Him. This blessed God took upon
Himself our nature and became man, and being faurashion as a man He took men’s grief and sin
upon Him, and went up to the cross loaded withng there suffered in our place, to make expidton
our guilt. There is such merit in His precious liddbat no sin can ever overpower it. | can see msin’
before me, it towers aloft, defying heaven, it sifike an awful alp shrouded in a tempest of ilsdems
to thread the clouds, to overtop the stars. Ohhtyighountain, what shall become of you? But, leké
Christ’s precious blood and merit like an oceamyi@ice poured forth to cover sin. Comparable to No-
ah’s deluge, the power of the Atonement is revetile®0 cubits upward, the tops of the mountaihs
our sin are covered, and not a speck of them resnaihile on the top of the waters rides the ark\of
erlasting salvation, and all that believe in Jestessafe, and safe forever. Oh, sinner, Chrisblis &
cast your sins into the depths of the sea, scthiegtshall never be mentioned against you anynare f
ever, and thus He will give you serenest rest. “EdonMe,” He says, “and | will give you rest.”

I wish | knew how to put this so that it would geto men’s hearts. My Master knows that He can
save you, foHe had reckoned up every possible case before bleesgo positivelyHis prescient eye
discerned all men that have ever lived, or that ehall live, and He perceived you, dear friendpmh
nobody else knows. You up in the corner there, winomody understands, not even yourself—He un-
derstands you, and He is able to give rest to gogentric mind. He meant this promise to ring down
the ages till it reached you. We have nearly cotedi¢he nineteenth century, but if ever we shoeid g
to the 118 century, His power to give rest will still be teame. Still will He cry—“Come unto Me, all
you that labor and are heavy laden, and | will gree rest.” Oh, the vastness of my Master’s power,
that in all ages, and all places, to all the cleidof man, He promises perfect rest of heart if thel
but come to Him! Will notyou come at once and test that power? Oh that the Bpigt may incline
you to do so!
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I\V. Now, fourthly, and this is a very important poihtyant you to notice THE SIMPLICITY OF
THIS INVITATION. It only says,“Come to Me,come to Me, come to Me, and | will give you rest.”
The call is, as we say, plain as a walking stitkas not a fine word in it. What is the way ofvedion?

If any minister replies, “I should need a weekwo tto explain it to you,” he does not know the vedy
salvation, because the way of salvation which wedrmaust suit a dying man, an illiterate man, and a
guilty man, or else it will be unavailing in mangses. We need a way of grace which will answer all
occasions—a mode of salvation suitable to all cioons.

Our Lord Jesus Christ proves how willing He issttve sinners by making the method of grace so
easy. He says, “Come to Me.” “Well,” asks one, “ham | to come?” Come any way. If you can run,
come running; if you can walk, come walking; if yoan creep, come creeping; if you can only limp,
come limping—come any way so long as you come soisl€'But what is coming to Him?” asks one.
“If He were at York, | would walk to York tonighbtget at Him.” He is not at York any more than He i
here. We are not to come to Him with our personsyith our legs, and feet, by a visible motion. How
then, can we come to Him? Listen, you friends mftlont gallery, how can | come to you, and yehdta
here? Why, by thinking about you, knowing about,yauod then confiding my thoughts to you, as | am
doing now. If you over yonder are a business maasblve in my mind that | will commit my affairs
into your hands, and in so doing | have mentalljnedo you. We are to do with our Lord Jesus just
what we do with a physician. We are very ill, itidad case. We hear that a certain eminent dbasor
great skill in one particular disease, so we ghito at once. Our physical going is not so much iregu
as our mental resort to him, by putting our case Ims hands. We say to him, “Sir, here is my etifld
person. | will tell you all about my state as farl&know it. Ask me any questions. | will make aast
breast of all. Whatever you prescribe for me | wake. Whatever regimen you lay down as to diet, |
will follow. | place myself entirely in your handsecause | have faith in your skill. You cured mytimo
er of this disease, you cured my brother, andielelyou can curene.” Such is faith in Christ. A man
says, “Jesus, You have died to save men, and Yoe fevealed Yourself as a Savior. | need saving.
You have saved a great many like me, | now put thys® Your hands. | will do what You bid me, |
will follow any directions You may lay down, | cadé myself to You.” Now, if this is a genuine sur-
render, and a hearty confidence, you are alredtdabed man. Your power to trust Christ is evideoice
spiritual sanity. You would not have been ablertstt the blessed Jesus if a sound work of restorati
had not already commenced in you.

“Oh,” says one, “do | understand, then, thattifust Christ, | may do as | like?” Stop, stop. vee
said that. Listen and learn! Here is a ship whighnot get into the haven. The pilot comes on board.
The captain says, “Pilot, can you get her into be?b“Yes, Captain, 1 will guarantee it. | will guzan-
tee that | will get the ship into harbor if you Veaher with me.” The captain goes to the helm,iveg
orders as to steering the vessel, and at onceiltiteopjects that they are not trusting to him. Syé
am,” says the captain, “and | expect you to getimtwe harbor, for you promised to do so.” “Of coutse
promised” replies the pilot, “but then it was urgteond that | should take charge of the ship fortitime
being.” He orders the helm to be changed, and @péam declares that it shall not be done. Thaascr
the pilot, “I cannot get you into the harbor, andill not pretend to do so. Unless you trust manm co
nothing, and the proof that you trust me is that gbey my orders.” Now, then, trust Jesus, so &&to
obedient to Him, and He will pilot you safely. Yaeyourself up to follow His example, to imitate His
spirit and obey His commands, and you are a sawed Nour ship shall not be driven out to sea while
Jesus steers it. But do not go away under the ideltisat you have only to say, “I trust Christ, datinat
you are saved directly. Nothing of the kind, yousteally trust Him—practically trust Him, or these
no hope for you. Give yourself up to Jesus, renewmur old sins, forsake your old habits, live as
Christ will enable you to live, and immediately yshall find peace for your soul. You cannot enjegtr
and yet riot in sin. Shall the drunk have rest, gaddrown his soul in his cups? Shall an adultbeare
rest, and wallow in his filthiness? Shall a marspleeme, and have rest? Shall a man be a rogue and a
liar, and have rest? Impossible; these things meiggiven up by coming to Jesus Christ, who wilphel
you to give them up, and make a new man of you,taed you shall receive rest in your soul. Come to
Him, then, in spirit and in truth. Oh, that you i@eome to Him while | am speaking, and find instan
taneous rest for your souls!

V. I must not keep you longer, and so | want uporidkepoint to briefly call your attention to THE
UNSELFISHNESS OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, “Come udi®,” He says, “and | willjive you.”
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That is the gospefl will give you.” You say, “Lord, | cannot give You anything.” Heedonot want
anything. Come to Jesus, and He salywiill give you.” Not what you give to God, but what He gives
to you, will be your salvatiorfl will give you,” that is the gospel in four words. Will you comealan
have it? It lies open before you. Jesus needs mptinom you. Suppose you were to become Christ’s
disciple, and serve Him with all your might throwgi your life—in what way would that enri¢tim?

He has died for you. How can you ever pay Him f@at? He lives in heaven to plead for you, and He
loves you, how can you ever reward Him for that? Baope is not in what we can give to Him, but in
what He gives to us. Weak-minded men have takessple in flagellating themselves, starving them-
selves, shutting themselves up in monasteriestdang their bodies, and torturing their mindsioat
purpose were these pains? Did the loving Jesugreetius of them? Could such miseries afford His
tender heart the least pleasure? Not at all, Henbgdeasure in human misery, but He desires tisat H
joy may be fulfilled in us that our joy may be full

| see before me a springhead, from which the ettarrystal water is always leaping with a glad-
some sound. A little stream which this spring @eatuns down the meadow, you can track it by the
long grass, with reeds, and rushes, and tanglatflosers which drink their life from it. In summand
in winter the crystal fountain never ceases to douh its treasures. Come here when you may, you
shall see the silver jet spurting forth, and sgleghup again from the stones upon which it fallewH
musical the sound! Listen! The spring is pleadiggietly but plaintively. It would become a greater
blessing if it could but gain the means, and sigihs and whispers—Buckets! Pitchers! Goblets! Cups
It longs to fill them all. See, here are a cougleails, but they are empty. Yes, they are alltibter for
the purpose, full buckets would not help the sptimglispense its water. Here is a cup, but it very
little one. Never mind, fill it, and bring many &kit. This girl has brought a jug, but it is spdtteith
dirt. We bid her take it away, lest she pollutestheparkling waters. Not so, the spring pleads,tlisd
is its pleading—“Bring it here, | will cleanse &nd then fill it to the brim.” Need | expound tharable?
| hope not. Come and act it out, you little onegi@at ones, you empty ones or unclean ones. Halls s
you know more surely and more sweetly than wordstell you how free and full is the grace of our
Lord Jesus. The emptier you are the better canrgoeive from our overflowing Savior. He longs to
bless you for your own sake. His yearnings araiadlelfish, they are yearnings to give, longingbde
stow favor. He cries even now to laboring and lasieunls—“Come unto Me, and | will give you not on-
ly rest, but all you require.”

Friends, have you learned well the lesson thaktisenothing good in yourselves with which to at-
tract Jesus, but all the good is in Him to attsemt? Is it not clear enough that physicians docoote to
heal healthy persons? | saw a carriage dashing dosvstreet with a doctor in it, and | felt moratigr-
tain that he was not coming to my house, for | amarfect health. | dare say he was hasteninge@se
poor creature that was on the brink of the gravlelVl see the chariots of mercy flashing with wihge
steeds through the air, | know that they are needmg to you who are good and righteous, and think
you do not need a Savior, but they are hastenirsgith as are sinful, and crave forgiveness, to asch
are guilty and require a change of heart, for ttegeethose that Jesus comes to bless. See, therihbo
unselfishness of His character comes out in Higimyto come to Himself those who cannot benefit
Him, but must be pensioners on His bounty.

“I will give you rest.” Men, brethren, women, @s$, all of you, this is the final word. The day is
coming when we shall all sigh for rest. We nedahily now, and if we have it not we are leadingta p
ful life. Those poor rich people in the West Endtthave no Christ, how can they bear their irksome
idleness, the satiety and disgust of unenjoyed @druce? Those poor people in the East End that have
no Christ—what they do without Him | cannot telllad for their poverty and suffering, but what are
these to their wretchedness in being Christless3d bf us who have all that heart can wish yettfesl
we could never be happy if we were not restingun dear Savior, how, then, does the starving exist
without Him? But we shall soon die, and what thénYoung man said to his father some little while
ago, “Father, I am prospering in business wondetfull | get on at this rate, what will it come tb?
“Come to a grave,” said his father. And so it walll, things of earth end there. Oh that we wereagbv
ready to die, for then we should be ready to IMelthat is ready to live tomorrow is ready to adimor-
row. There is no need that death should be a fedur existence, life ought to run on as a rivenspas
its way, and widens into the sea. Our existence bleould glide into our existence there, but thanhot
be unless we get on the right track while we are.néwe are on the right track now, which is,ieel
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ing, loving, fearing, serving, and honoring God, strll go on loving, fearing, and honoring God fere
er and ever. “Come,” says Christ, “Come to Me.” \WMhdl Jesus say at the judgment day to those who
so come? Why, He will say, “Come"—“Come, you bleksé My Father. Keep on coming. Come and
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from before tbundations of the world.” Ah, my hearers, you
will prize this coming when death and eternity aear you.

| am glad to see this great company gathered Ihetebefore |1 came into this house, | felt much
heaviness of heart, and it has not gone from me ewe&. To stand here and look into familiar faces
from Sunday to Sunday is infinitely more pleasdaintto look upon so many, the most of whom | have
never seen before, for you cause me new anxié¢tzdd may do good to you also. This was my thought,
“I shall see them all again at the judgment day ksldall be accountable as to whether | preached th
gospel to them with all my heart.” | shall not haeeanswer for the blood of you all, because tlaeee
more Sabbaths than this one, and more opporturtibgaring the gospel than this, and on other Sun-
days, others preach to you, and these share tleruor else you waste the holy day, and in ths¢ ca
your blood will be on your own heads. Still, foislone service | must answer to God for you all. If
have not preached Jesus Christ simply and plaamgt,from my heart, if | have been cold, and duit a
dreary when speaking upon a theme that might arangeman to burn and glow with seraphic flame,
then | shall be censurable by Him that shall juttge quick and dead. If you think there is nothing i
what | have said, reject it. | have no authoritypteach it of my own head, for | am no great plulos
pher. | speak in the name of God, and if you thidk, and believe that God has sent me, then,dduts
you to lay hold of the truth which has been heldoefore you. The most important thing a man can do
is to attend to that which is most important. Yeaul is of more importance than your body, andether
fore your eternal life ought to secure more attenthan your mere temporal existence. A man sad th
other day that he would die like a dog. Let himhdf likes, but | have no ambition in that direction
want to live like an angel. If any man is contembe a dog, well, | know not what | can do for Hoot
give him a bone. | did not know that he would ciareome here, or | might have sent to the butcher’s
for fit food. But he that wishes to live foreverosiid, at least, consider where he would live, witiom
he would live, and how he can secure happinessdh & life. If there is a God—and that there isaal G
is written in the very skies—I devoutly desire tave Him for my friend. | think, as | look up to the
stars, “I love the God that made those shining egorl worship Him, | desire to serve Him, and | lwis
to be at peace with Him.” And what has made merédési serve Him and obey Him? Can it be a lie
which has done this? Does a lie make a man love &uatldesire to serve Him? No. It is truth, théaf t
has made me be of obedient heart. The gospel reustid, or it could not thus put men right withithe
Creator. O my beloved, trust your Savior! Lay hold Jesus. Oh, may Christ lay hold on you at this
good hour, and cause you to enter into His resteand amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ROMANS 10.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—495, 615, 503.
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