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“Seventy weeks are determined upon your people apdn your holy city, to finish the transgression,
and to make an end of sins, and to make reconcitiatfor iniquity, and to bring in everlasting
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and propheand to anoint the Most Holy.”

Daniel 9:24.

THE Lord God appointed a set time for the cominddaf Son into the world. Nothing was left to
chance. Infinite wisdom dictated the hour at whiblbe Messiah should be born, and the moment at
which He should be cut off. His advent and His wark the highest point of the purpose of God, the
hinge of history, the center of providence, thengrimg of the edifice of grace, and therefore pesguli
care watched over every detail. Once in the histdrthe world has the Son of God appeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, and thighs event before which all other events must bow. The
studious mind will be delighted to search out te@sons why the Messiah came not before, and why He
did not tarry till yet later ages. Prophecies dexdathe date, but long before, infallible wisdond lset-
tled it for the most profound reasons. It was wiedit the Redeemer came; it was well that He came in
what Scripture calls the fullness of time, evethiese last days.

Note, again, that the Lord told His people someavdaakly, but still, with a fair measure of clear-
ness, when the Christ would come. Thus He che&rd tvhen the heavy clouds of woe hung over their
path. This prophecy shone like a star in the nofishe sorrow of Israel. So bright was it, thathe pe-
riod when Christ came, there was a general expectaf Him. Holy men and women, diligent in the
study of the Scriptures, were waiting for Him. Sonevas waiting for the consolation of Israel, ant A
na looked for redemption in Jerusalem with othdrke mind. Not only the Jews, but the Samaritans
expected Him, for the woman at the well exclaim#&dknow that the Messiah comes, which is called
Christ.” Even in heathen lands there was remarkabssation from stir and battle; an unusual peace
reigned over all the nations and the hush of exgbect ruled the hour—

No war, or battle’s sound,

Was heard the world around—

The idle spear and shield were high up hung;

The hooked chariot stood

Unstained with hostile blood,;

The trumpet spoke not to the armed throng;

And kings sat still with awful eye,

As if they surely knew their Sovereign Lord was by.
Men were looking out for the coming One; for thercof earth was ripe for the reaper. Men were @n th
tiptoe of expectation, and wondered when the prechRrince would arrive. Alas, they knew Him not
when He appeared. After this fashion are thingh@present moment with regard to the Second Advent
of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Of that day and of thatir knows no man,” but it is known unto God, and
fixed in the roll of His eternal purposes. “Knownta God, are all His works from the creation of the
world,” and especially those grand works which @nahe person of our adorable Lord Jesus. He shall
come as God has appointed. The vision of His gib@all not tarry. He has given us suggestive hiats a
to that glorious appearing, and He has plainly hdwg to be looking for and hastening unto the ofay
the Lord. Among His last words are these, “Suretpine quickly,” these are words of consolation as
well of warning. He bids us watch constantly foe toming of the Lord, that it overtake us not &isief
in the night. And He assures us that He will dedcieom heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and the trumpet of God. Therefore canafioe another with the glad tidings, and whenever
your hearts sicken because of abounding sin, hearte ear of faith the voice of promise cryinge*
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hold, the Bridegroom comes.” Rest assured that ¢tees, who will in the fullest and most manifest
sense finish transgression, and make an end c&msthbring in everlasting righteousness. The adetnt
the Well-beloved is the consolation of His mourngaints. Both at His first and second appearing the
Lord not only comes to drive away the wicked asffchut also to comfort and exalt His elect. Itas
day that shall burn as an oven, and yet to thesradd it will be the happiest day that ever dawned.

The first advent of our Lord is spoken of in oexttas ordained to be before the seventy weeks were
finished, and the city should be destroyed. And 8@s, even as the prophet had spoken. | shalbcot
cupy your time by attempting to fix the beginningdathe end of the period intended by the seventy
weeks, and the seven weeks and three-score andiéeks. That is a deep study, requiring much re-
search and learning, and | conceive that the dssonf such a subject would be of no great prattic
use to us this Sabbath morning. You will be bettirished upon the Lord Himself than upon times and
seasons. Suffice it to believe that Jesus Christ.otd, the Messiah, came exactly as it was propldes
and remained on earth as it was foretold He shdoldn the middle of the predestined week He was cu
off, when He had completed three and a half yehsawing ministry, and within another period ofdik
length the gospel was preached throughout all ngtiand Messiah’s peculiar relation to Israel was c
off. At another time it may afford you profitableremplation if you consider the four hundred and
ninety years from the decree of the king for reting to the overthrow of Jerusalem.

We will at this present hour survey the work c# lessiakh—that is His Hebrew name, or Ghrist,
which is the Greek interpretation therebét us survey the work of the Anoint&econdlylet us in-
quire as to our participation in itAnd then, thirdlylet us contemplate the consequences which follow
upon us being sharers in it, or upon our not bgagticipants in it.Oh for a measure of the anointing,
that we may fitly meditate upon our great themem€pHoly Spirit and rest upon us.

|. First, LET US SURVEY THE MESSIAH'S WORK. Accordinp my text it divides itself into
two grand works, which two works subdivide themsslin each case into three particulars.

The first work of our Lord Jesus Christ is the ireow of evil, and it is thus described—"To finish
the transgression, and to make an end of sinstaanthke reconciliation for iniquity.” But our Lorsl’
labor is not all spent upon pulling-down work. Hares to build up, and His second work is the sgttin
up of righteousness in the world, described aggithkee sentences, “To bring in everlasting righteo
ness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy,@addint the Most Holy.”

The first work of the Messiah is the overthrow af. €This overthrow of evil is described by three
words. If | were to give you a literal translatimom the Hebrew, | might read the passage thus, “To
shut up the transgression, to seal up sin andveragp iniquity.” According to learned men, those a
the words which are here used, and the three gether are a singularly complete description of the
putting away of sin. First, it ishut up It is, as it were, taken prisoner and confined ell. The door is
fastened and it is held in durance. It is out ghsiheld to a narrow range, unable to exercisetveer
it once possessed. In a word, it is “restrained”-themargin of our Bibles reads it. The Hebrew word
signifies to hold back, to hold in, to arrest, dackeep in prison, to shut in or shut up. Its daomnis
finished, for sin itself is bound. Christ has |legptvity captive.

But it is not enough to shut up the vanquishedrtiyrunless he is shut up forever, and therefest, |
there should be any possibility of his breakingslbagain, the next sentence‘is seal up.” The uses
of the seal are many, but here it is employed &tainty of custody. Just as when Daniel was thrown
into the lions’ den, the king sealed the stone Withown signet and with the signet of his lords. la2t-
ter still, as when our divine Master was laid ie tirave, they rolled the stone to the mouth ofstymul-
cher, and His enemies set a seal and a watchHisgbody should be stolen by His disciples. In His
case—

“Vain the stone, the watch, the seal,
Christ has burst the gates of hell.”

But sin cannot thus arise. It is imprisoned in skeulcher of Jesus, and it can never come fasth, f
the royal seal of the immutable God is set upordthe. Thus is sin placed doubly out of sightsishut
up and sealed up, as a document put into a casthandealed down. “Finished” and “made an end of”
are the two words used in our authorized versiod,they give the essence of the meaning. To boarow
figure from current events—Arabi, the Egyptian ebg shut up as our prisoner, and his defeat is
sealed, therefore his rebellion is finished ancead made of it. Even thus is it with transgressfouar
Lord has vanquished evil, and certified the sam#euthe hand and seal of the omnipotent, and there-
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fore we may with rapture hear Him say, “It is fimexl,” and also behold Him rise from the dead td sea
our justification.

Yet, as if this might not suffice, the next termthe Hebrew i¢o cover upfor the word to make
reconciliation or expiation is usually in the Helsr¢o cover over. “Blessed is the man whose trassgr
sion is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” Christ bame to cover sin, to atone for it, and so to hide
His glorious merits and substitutionary sufferiraggl death put away sin so completely that God Him-
self beholds it no more. He has blotted it outt damito the sea, and removed it from us as fathas
east is from the west. The two former sentenceakspefinishing transgression and making an end of
sin, and these expressions are full and completde whis third one explains the means by which the
work is done, namely, by an expiation which cougrsevery trace of sin. Thus in the three together w
have a picture of the utter extinction of sin, bahto its guilt and its power, yes, and its vedqgtence.

It is put into the dungeon and the door is shutnuipAfter this the door is sealed and then itasered

up, so that the place of sin’s sepulcher cannosdsn anymore forever. Sin was aforetime in God’s
sight, but through Christ Jesus we read, “You Havgiven the iniquity of Your people; You have cov-
ered all their sin; You have taken away all Youathr” Sin was in God’s way till Christ shut it ugnd
now it pushes itself no more into the sight of tleed. Sin was always breaking loose till Jesuseskdl

up, but now it cannot come forth to lay any acdoesaagainst the justified.

The three words might be put into one word by msgyChrist has made a clean sweep of sin of eve-
ry kind. Whatever may be its special developmehgtiver it is transgression, which means the brgakin
of bounds, or sin, which is any lack of conforntibythe law, or iniquity—that is to say, inequity, the
lack of equity, a default in righteousness, infatims in which it can be described Christ has shup,
sealed it up and covered it up by His atoning fiaeronce and for all. The depths have coverel it.
is searched for, it cannot be found. Our blessegp&goat has carried it away into the land of fdujet
ness; it shall not be mentioned against us anyriooeeer. Those three words contain infinitely mofe
meaning than | have either space or ability tdh.

Observe dear friends that the terms for sin dtenean absolute form. It is said “to finish trames-
sion,” “to make an end of sins,” “to make recoratibn for iniquity.” Whose transgression is this?
Whose sins are these? Whose iniquity is it? lioissaid. There is no word employed to set out &re p
sons for whom atonement is made, as is done iresdilee these—"Christ loved the church and gave
Himself for it.” “I lay down My life for the sheepThe mass of evil is left unlabeled, so that aeyip
tent sinner may look to the Messiah and find in Hiva remover of sin. What transgression is finished
transgression of every kind. But what sins are madesnd of; sins of every sort—against law and
against gospel, against God and against men, asts §ins present, sins to come. And what inigsity
expiated? Every form of iniquity, whatever fallsoshby omission, whatever goes beyond by commis-
sion. Christ, in this passage, is spoken of in ggrterms as removing sins, transgressions, amgimni
ties in the mass. In other places we read of thectbof His substitution, but here all is left @fithite to
encourage all. He gives us no catalog of offerfeesyhere should He write it? The very heavens d@oul
not hold the enumeration, but He just takes thelevhanformed, horrible, black, disgusting mass, and
this is what He does with it—He encloses it, fastémup, and buries it forever. In the words of war-
sion, He finishes it, makes an end of it, and makegsation for it. The Messiah came to wipe out and
utterly destroy sin, and this is, and will be, #féect of His work. Put all the three sentences e
and this is the sum of them.

Indulge me for a few minutes while | take the seoes separately and press each cluster by itself.
And first notice that it is said He cartwefinish the transgressios some understand it, our Lord came
that in His death, transgression, might reachighdst development and sign its own condemnation. S
reached its finish, its ultimatum, its climax, imetmurder of the Son of God. It could not procesd f
ther; the course of malice could go no further.yThad stoned the prophets and killed everyone that
was sent to them. But now He came, and God saltkyWwill reverence My Son,” but they did not. On
the other hand, they cried, “This is the heir. ustkill Him and the inheritance shall be ours.” 8m
ished itself when it brought forth the death of 8@ of God. It could produce no riper fruit, far sup-
posable crime can exceed the putting to death safsJeur Lord. Now has sin finished itself, and now
has Jesus come to finish it. “Thus far,” He saysu‘shall go, but no further: here in My wounds and
death shall your proud waves be stopped.” Sin afigicommitted suicide when it slew the Savior, for
His death became its death. The kingdom of sinavasthrown in that day when it smote the Prince of
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Peace. Then was a period put to the dominion df and to come back to the Hebrew, the Lord re-
strained transgression and Satan was bound witbad ghain. “The times of this ignorance God winked
at; but now commands all men everywhere to repesit,’may no longer range unchecked. Sin is now
arrested and held under warrant, restrained um@elbands of law, and from the day of our Lord by th
preaching of the gospel, sin has become more ame shait up as to its reigning power. Some men have
been altogether delivered from the rule of evil atlter men, who remain its slaves, yet go not th su
pitch of outward riot as they would have done hatl@hrist appeared. Sin is being besieged. It skulk
behind its earthworks. Its sorties are becomingefeand less forcible, and though it is still powérthe
hour of its pride is passed, its head has receavedadly wound. The age has come in which thenjicto
of truth and righteousness is guaranteed by ththd#alesus Christ our Lord. Your finis is writteD,
transgression! Written by the pierced hand! Yougéwolume has in it writing long enough and griev-
ous enough, full enough of blasphemy against Gatladrevil towards men, but now the Lord Jesus
takes the pen from you, and you shall write no naweou have done. The huge leviathan of evil has
met its match, and is placed under the power oAthenger. Thus says the Lord, “Behold, | will puyM
hook in your nose and My bridle in your lips, andill turn you by the way by which you came.” The
Lord has set bounds to the transgression whicletufioe broke all bounds. Where sin abounded, grace
does much more abound. Sin is shut up that gragehianze liberty. This is one part of our Lord’s grea
work, all glory be unto His name, He has accomplisit with power, and the power of the enemy is
broken.

Now take the second sentence, which, in our versidTo make an end of sin.Messiah has come
to proclaim so free, so rich, so gracious a patddhe sons of men that when they receive it, Binai-
ly ceases to be, it is made an end of. The manighatChrist, and has Christ for His covenant head
this day so delivered from all sin whatsoever, thaimay boldly ask the question, “Who shall lay-any
thing to the charge of God’s elect?” If Christ maade an end of sin that is the end of it. The madte
ended and no more is to be said. Down among the hea let sin lie, forever buried by the right hand
of the conquering Savior.

But the Hebrew has it “to seal up sins.” Now, Keat to mean just this. There are certain handwrit
ings which are against us, and they would be predagainst us in court, but by order of the Judige a
these handwritings are sealed up, and regardedtad sight. No man dare breaks the seal, and no ma
can read them unless the seal is broken, theréfesewill never be brought against us. They have be
come virtually null and void. Everything that cae brought as an accusation against God’s people is
now sealed up and put out of the way once andllfanever to be opened and laid to their chargetaef
the living God. Or, if you regard sin as a capfresoner, you must now see that by Christ's dethid,
prison wherein sin lies is so sealed that the eneamynever come forth again in its ancient powar. S
could once sit on the highest mountain and look tve world and say, “All this is mine.” And the em
bodiment of sin could come to Christ and say oftladl kingdoms of the world, “All these will | give
You,” as though he claimed them all for his ownt Bus not so today. The mountain of the Lord’s
house is this day exalted upon the top of the,talt&l though as yet all nations do not flow untget a
glorious company comes streaming up to the temiplbeoliving God, and that company shall increase
from day to day. As when a brooklet grows to aatreand the streamlet rises to a river, and ther riv
swells till it rolls in fullest force into the sheless main, so is it yet to be with the ever-grgnthurch
of Jesus Christ, which before long shall carrybatfore it and cover the earth with blessing. Buily
cannot reign! Jesus has come and overcome you Hjraed taught man to vanquish you! You cannot
come again to the crown you once had, for the sé#te woman has broken your head. He shall reign
forever and ever, and you shall die! HallelujahkTdoffin of sin is both shut up and fastened dovith w
the seal of Christ’s victory.

But now, the last expression is in English, He t@®e“to make reconciliation for iniquity."That
is to end the strife between God and man by aajlsrreconciliation, a making again of peace between
these two, so that God loves man, and as a consegjuman loves God. In the blessed atonement of
Christ, God and man meet at a chosen meeting plduest is Jehovah’s darling and our delight. Arsla
Savior is well-pleasing to God, and oh, how plegdite is to a sinner who is deeply under a sense of
sin! Here, here is that mercy seat sprinkled wittotd where man may speak to God without fear, and
where God does speak to man without wrath. Hellgegausness and peace have met together. Mercy
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and truth have kissed each other. Oh, gloriousn@btation which Christ has made by honoring the la
in His life and in His death.

Now, take the Hebrew for it, and read the sentémgs—to cover iniquity. Oh, what bliss this is. To
think, dear friends, that sin is now once for alvered! Not as though it lay rankling there benesatime
coverlet through which fire might burn, or lightgirstrike, but Christ's covering is such that, ifuyo
could heap hell over sin, it were not so hidderd #éryou could pile worlds upon it, were not so eon
cealed, and if all heaven bowed to overlay it, ér@vnot so out of sight as when Jesus buried patee
than the lowest depths, where no memory can remeitplog mind perceive it—

“Our guilt shall vanish quite away,
Though black as hell before,

Shall be dissolved beneath the sea,
And shall be found no more.”

This is what is to be done with the whole kingdohevil, as well with the power of it and with the
guilt of it. Dagon is to fall and to be broken, ahé very stump of him is to be demolished. As wtien
darkness flies before the sun, not a trace oflitskimess is left, so is sin to be utterly destrofyedh the
redeemed of the Lord. It is not merely the guilsof that is shut up and sealed and covered, but-si
self, its power, its dominion, its habit, its defiient, the dread that comes of it, and the feartiaad
burning of heart which it engenders. All the fouldls of sin’s filthy cage must fly away, never &urn,
chased away by the glorious work of Him who shallesHis people from their sins. For this the Messi-
ah was cut off, and this, by His death is achieved—

“O love! You bottomless abyss!

My sins are swallowed up in thee;

Covered is my unrighteousness,

Nor spot of guilt remains on me.

While Jesus’ blood, through earth and skies,
Mercy, free, boundless mercy cries!”

| fail to describe this triumphant overthrow of sind Satan. | have neither wisdom nor language an-
swerable to such a theme. | invite you now forw feinutes to consider the second work, namitly,
setting up of righteousnesEhis is set before us in three expressions, ifirhe words “to bring in ever-
lasting righteousness.” And what is that? Why, bl righteousness, which is from everlasting to ev-
erlasting and will never be taken way from thos®whve it, and will never cease to be their beaaty
their glorious Jesus. The work of Christ in Hig ldnd death is by God imputed to His people. Indieed
is theirs because they are one with Christ. HeasLbrd their righteousness, and they are theels-
ness of God in Him. Saints are so righteous insJ€uist that they are more righteous than Adam was
before he fell, for he had but creature righteoaspand they have the righteousness of the Cresder.
am had a righteousness which he lost, but belidvare a righteousness which they can never lose, an
everlasting righteousness. Nor is that all the nmgaof our text. Those to whom God imputes right-
eousness, to them also He imparts righteousnessiaies them pure in heart, He changes their desires
He makes them love that which is right and just gadd, and so He gives them grace to lead godly,
sober, honest, and holy lives. This righteousnbadl sot be crushed out of them, for the work & th
Spirit shall continue until they shall become petfeand be conformed to dwell with God in light.fHa
py are those spirits to whom Christ gives an egérig righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom iani
they shall shine forth as the sun. They are rigkltthey shall be right, they are true and theyl stealer
degenerate into falsehood, they are God’s own ihilénd they shall go on to develop the image of
Christ, their elder brother, till they shall be lout spot or wrinkle or any such thing. This Chdaime
to do. He imputes and imparts righteousness, amgllihings in everlasting righteousness as the faund
tion of His kingdom.

Next, in order to the setting up of a kingdom ighteousness, He is come that He may “seal up vi-
sion and prophecy.” That is, by fulfilling all thasions and the prophecies of the Old Testament in
Himself, He ends both prophecy and vision. He seplvisions and prophecies so that they shall no
more be seen or spoken. They are closed and nocamaadd to them, and therefore—and that is the
point to note—the gospel is forever settled, toaeneternally the same. Christ has set up a kingdom
that shall never be moved. His truth can neverhaaged by any novel revelation. If any man comes to
you and says, “I am a prophet!” bid him go and fbelievers among the foolish, for to you Jesus has
sealed up prophecy. If any man come and say, “elsmewhat to reveal which contradicts the old
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gospel,” tell him to go and preach to those whoosleoto hear him, but you know better, for Christ to
you has sealed up prophecy and vision, and theéoghis no more of it. There is no need of it, beean
Christ, God has spoken all He means to say comggthie way of salvation. Until such time as Christ
Himself shall come, the canon is complete, and dhdinere are many voices crying, “Lo, here!” and
“Lo, there!” and some so fascinating that they nidgxceive, if it were possible, the very elect, tyetse
whom Christ has chosen know the Shepherd’s vorue,'a stranger they will not follow, for they know
not the voice of strangers.” Brethren, there wagags something better yet to come in all times till
Christ arrived, but after the best, there comesndncertain philosopher taugtttis; the next philoso-
pher taughthat, and the next one contradicted this and that, anght another thing, while another
master arose and contradicted all who went befdoeman groped as in the dark for the wall, but now
the day has dawned, and the true light shinesCkoist has appeared. This, then, is an essentiabpa
the setting up of that which is good—namely, tdlsdtuth on a fixed basis, whereon we may stand
steadfast, immovable. The candles are snuffed ecduse the day itself, looks out from the windoWs o
heaven. Rejoice in this, beloved. God makes yoltemus in Christ and with Christ, and in order that
you shall never be perplexed with change, He satie all other teachers, that Christ may be ydunal
all.

Then, as if this were not enough, and truly it \domiot be enough, He is also conmeanoint the
Most Holy,or the Holy of holies, as you may read it. And wHaes this mean? Nothing material, for
the Holy of holies, the place into which the HigheBt went of old is demolished and the veil istor
The most holy place is now the person of the Laslg Christ. He was anointed that God might dwell
in Him. Together with Christ, the Holy of holies m®w His church, and that church was anointed or
dedicated when the Holy Spirit fell at Pentecasté with us, and to abide in us forever. That was-
ble part of the setting up of the great kingdonmighteousness, when tongues of fire descendedaind s
upon each of the disciples, and they began to spéhlother tongues as the Spirit gave them uttegan
This is Christ’'s work, for which He came, and fdnish He ascended on high, to set up the trutheto s
up righteousness, and to make it everlasting bydtirelling of the Holy Spirit in the Church of Gondl i
the midst of the sons of men.

Thus you see, in six ways, which condense therasehto two, our Lord set about His lordly enter-
prise. Heaven rings with the praises of the Mesgiab came to destroy the work of sin, and to set up
the kingdom of righteousness in the midst of theldvo

Il. LET US NOW INQUIRE AS TO OUR PARTICIPATION IN THESEWO WORKS. | will put
a few questions as briefly as | can, and | pray,Gloe Holy Spirit, that every one of us may honestl
answer them.

First, dear brethren, Christ has come into theldviar do all this good work, but has He done it for
us? “For God so loved the world that He gave Hily tregotten Son.” What for? “That whoever be-
lieves in Him might not perish.” There is a generspect to the atonement, but there is quite adysar
special objective in it. God loved the world, ahdrefore He gave His Son. But to what end did ke gi
His Son? Here is the answer, “That whoever beli@gvéim might not perish, but have everlasting.life

There was a special eye to believers. Come, tmave you believed? The first question that is to
help you to answer that inquiry is this—is your shut up as to its power? “Sin shall not have daonin
over you” if Christ is in you. How is it betweenwosoul and evil? Is there war or peace? Once you
loved sin, you could not have enough of it. Isatr®w? Do you still delight in evil? For if you dbe
love of God is not in you. Can you still put fogtbur hand to iniquity as you once did? Then dopret
tend that Christ has done anything for you. If ywea a believer, your sin may not be absolutely dead
but it is shut up for dead. It is held fast in t@demned cell. It may still breathe, but it isafied with
Christ. How it tugs to get its hands loose from miags! How it struggles to get its feet down frahe
tree! But it cannot, for He that nailed it thereelanhow to drive nails, and how to fasten the oftenod
the tree. Do you begin to grow weary of iniquityg?itl distasteful and unpleasant to you? And when
looking over the day, you perceive where you haaken unadvisedly or acted hastily, or in any other
way soiled your character; do you feel as if yowldagladly wash out every spot with tears? If it
Christ has begun with you. He has come to shutauyp gin, and to end its reign. It shall no moreehav
dominion over you. It may be in you, but it shatditie on the throne. It may threaten you, but alish
not command you. It may grieve you, but it shalt destroy you. You are under another Master, you
serve the Lord Christ. Judge for yourself how thatter fares with you.
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The next question arising out of the text is;aesilysin sealed up as to its condemning power? Have
you ever felt the power of the Holy Spirit in yagoul, saying to you, “Go in peace; your sins, whach
many, are all forgiven you”? Have you clutched theamise, “He that believes in Him is not con-
demned”? Have you believed in Jesus? And has tessdd word “There is therefore now no condem-
nation,” breathed a deep calm over your spirit? &ofmyou do not know what | mean, but others of you
do. Oh, what bliss, what a heaven it is to knowarfi washed in the blood of the Lamb—I am delivered,
clean delivered from every sin, past, present,tantbme, as to any possibility of its being laidny
charge. Christ has put my sins into a bag, sealech tup, hurled that bag into the sea, and flunghthe
out of existence, and they are gone, never to badiaagain anymore.” He has made an end of sin.
Come, dear hearer, do you know anything about thig®u do not, it is the one thing you need to &no
and until you know it you will never have any r&styour spirit, but you will be tossed to and foup-
on a raging sea. “There is no peace, says my @otthet wicked.” There is no peace to any of us till
Christ has made an end of our sin. How is it withiyhearts?

And next, is your sin covered as to its appeardafere God? Has the Lord Jesus Christ made such
expiation for your sin that it no longer glarestle presence of the Most High, but you can come unt
God without dread? Can you hopefully say, “Lord G¥du see no sin in me, for You have covered me
with the righteousness of Christ, and washed nidisrblood”? Did you ever feel the sweetness ofzhat
It is rapture! | can remember times when | havenkdréven to doubt whether it could be true, it sedm
too good, and then again, when my faith has revivédve said, “Good as it is, it is true, forstlike
God to do these great marvels, and to put awagitiseof His people and cover them once and far all.
Oh, then there has been a joy within my spiritatcdll like the joy of harvest, or the joy of mage, or
the joy of a first-born child in the house. Noisita joy like the bliss of angels, deep, unspeakailys-
terious, divine. Have you ever felt it? You wilkedat constantly if Christ comes to dwell with yovou
will then be assured in your heart that He has naadend of your sin.

Further, let me question you about the next pdias the Lord Jesus Christ made you righteous? Do
you glory in His blood and righteousness, and do yow seek after that which is pure and holy? “Be
not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatever a swm, that shall he also reap.” If we continueim s
we shall perish in sin. He is saved who comes mum fevil and seeks to live honestly, righteousby, s
berly, after the manner of the godly and the sgindl it so with you? Is there a great and deemgblan
your spirit, so that you now love those good thimdgsch once you despised and ridiculed in otheris? O
if you cannot answer my poor questions, how willl ygtand before the judgment seat of God when He
shall test you as with fire?

Furthermore, are the prophecies and visions segleas to you? Are they fulfilled in you? When
God declares that He will wash us and make us wthitn snow, is it so with you? When He declares
that He will cleanse our blood, which has not yeer cleansed, is it so with you? When He says, “A
new heart also will | give them, and a right spuvitl | put within them: and | will write My law upn
their hearts” is it so with you? Are you fishingoaib after empty dreams and fancies, or have yal lai
hold upon the old prophecies and the ancient vssiand discovered the substance of them to beydeepl
worked in your very heart?

Nor is this all, are you anointed to be most holyhe Lord? Are you set apart that you may serve
Him? Has the Holy Spirit come upon you, giving y@desire to do good? Have you a wish to rescue the
perishing, a longing to bring the wandering sheagklio the great Shepherd’s fold? Is the SpiriGot
SO upon you today that you can truly say, “I ammgtown; | am bought with a price”? Jesus, the Mes-
siah, came to do all these things, and if He hagilape them to you, then He has not come to you, yo
are still a stranger, still far off from Him. Ohaynthe Lord make you desperately unhappy till yome
to Jesus. May you never know what quiet meangdill find it at the pierced feet! From this hour may
you breathe sighs, and may every pulse be a nemyagfcspirit, till at last you can say, “Yes, theest
siah was cut off, and cut off for me, and all thi® came to do He did for me, and | am a shareraand
partaker in it all.”

lll. Lastly, we have but a brief interval in which teegg of THE RESULTS OF PARTICIPATING
IN ALL THIS. The results! | need a week to speakhl®dm. They are, first of alkecurity How can that
man be lost, whose transgression is finished, amose/ sin has ceased to be? What is there for him to
dread on earth, in heaven, or in hell? If Christ pat away my sin, | cannot die, if Christ has veash
away my guilt, | cannot be condemned, | am safd,may triumphantly sing—
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“More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven.”
Therefore, rejoice in this.

And now, inasmuch as you are secure, you areratsmciledto God, and made to delight in Him.
God is your friend, and you are one of the frieni&od. Rejoice in that hallowed friendship, anckli
in the assurance of it. Now you have the anointdgnot doubt it. Christ has made it yours by His
death. The Spirit of the Lord rests upon you; yofd for service, set about it without furtheresgtion.
The anointing is upon you, you are most holy toltbed, so let your life be wholly consecrated. Your
heart ought to be, and shall be by the Spirit's @owas holy as that innermost shrine into whichune
authorized foot ever intruded, into which only omté¢he year the high priest went, and then noheuit
blood. God dwells in you and you in God. Oh, bldssensequences—you shall soon dwell with Him
forever!

But now suppose when | put the question, you baghéke your head and say, “No, it is not so with
me”? Then hear these few sentences. If the Messiamot done this for you, then your sin will be fi
ished in another way—sin, when it is finished, garforth death. An awful death awaits you—death
unto God, and purity and joy. Woe, woe, to you. them the pale horse pursues you, and will overtake
you soon. Then will one woe be past, but anothérfaliow it. If Christ has never made an end oluyo
sin, then mark this, your sin will soon make an efhd/ou, and all your hopes, your pleasure, your
boastings, and your peace will perish. Oh, terrdsid of all that is hopeful within you. You sha# h
desolation forever and forever. Has not Christ meded you? Then mark this, your enmity will in-
crease. There is no peace between God and yoububdwoon will the war begin in which He must con-
guer, and you, never yielding, will continue foreweore to hate God, and to find in that hate yaur u
most torment, your fiercest hell. Have you nevet thee righteousness of Christ brought in? Then mark
this, your unrighteousness will last forever. Ofi¢hese days God will say, “He that is unholy, hen
be unholy still: He that is filthy, let him be fily still.” That will be the most awful thing thatie ever
happen to you. You have heard of the fable of Madusead. Whoever looked upon it when it was held
up was turned to stone, and one day, sinner, yallilslok at death, and it will petrify your charactso
that it shall be forever what it is when death camgou. Where death finds you, there judgmentlshal
find you, and there eternity shall leave you. Ohetahed soul, to have nothing to do with the ewstrla
ing righteousness of Christ!

Are not the prophecies fulfilled in you, the pregles of mercy? Then listen. The prophecies of woe
will be written large across your history. “The wédl shall be turned into hell, with all the natidhat
forget God.” Beware, you that forget God, lest Eartyou in pieces, and there be none to deliveil |
not detain you with many such words of terror, thubugh the Old Testament they roll like peals of
thunder, nor is the New Testament less stern tasMaird that goes on in his iniquity and will notriuo
the Christ.

Lastly, will you never be anointed to be most Rolynen remember, holiness and you will stand at a
distance, forever, and to be far off from holinessst necessarily be to be far off from heaven aa h
piness. Sin is misery. In it lies both the root e fruit of eternal woe. Purity is paradise, ®right
with God is to be right with yourself and all credtthings, but if you will not be holy, then you shiby
force of your own choice be forever tossed abowinughe restless sea of wretchedness. God save you,
brothers and sisters, God save you for Christ'e sAknen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—DANIEL 9.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—249, 302, 564.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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