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“Then He said unto me, Son of man, these bones #re whole house of Israel: behold, they say,
Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we aw off for our parts. Therefore
prophesy and say unto them, Thus says the Lord Gelhold, O My people,
I will open your graves, and cause you to come wp of your graves,
and bring you into the land of Israel. And you sHa&now that |
am the Lord, when | have opened your graves, O Myple,
and brought you up out of your graves.”
Ezekiel 37:11, 12, 13.

| HAVE read to you the vision of the resurrectidntioe dry bones. Keep it in your minds that you
may understand the text. The figure is a very iagtructive, and impressive one. It is not, howewer
mere figure, it is a parable based upon a remagkeadpresentation of the resurrection of the dedid. A
hough the children of Israel at that time knewdi#gnough concerning the resurrection, yet the Librel
Holy Spirit, knew all about it, and He used it astiaking picture of the salvation of Israel frotrat na-
tional death which had come upon them. We may edfilial accuracy, see in it a vivid representation of
the work of grace upon the hearts of all those ateoquickened into spiritual life by the power of d
vine grace. Men by nature are dead in sin till thegr the voice of God and feel the quickening threa
of the Spirit, and are made to live according @t thord, “He that believes in Me, though he weradje
yet shall he live: and whoever lives and believelle shall never die.”

Such a metaphor as this before us drops with teges a honeycomb with honey, and it will be our
own fault if we are not taught by it. The salvatioihmen by the grace and power of God is as great a
wonder as the general resurrection. The puttigpoftual life into a natural man is a marvel ofmels,
and should excite as much wonder as the raisingodrus, or of Jairus’ daughter, or of the youngnma
at the gates of Nain. Even the rising up of theddstathe last trumpet is not a greater prodigy tthen
bringing of dead hearts unto the life of God. lIshat, however, detain you by fuller observatiamon
spiritual resurrection, for | have work to do ofodimer kind, upon which we will spend the bulk ofrou
time and the whole of our energies.

If you thoughtfully consider the text, you will esehat it divides itself thus, first, there istrae
word—“Behold, they say, our bones are dried.” Seconitigre is in it, an ill word which goes beyond
the truth—"Our hope is lost.” God is the sinnergpk, and He is not lost, so that the word of despai
not warranted. Thirdly, thelie a gracious worda word of mighty love—"Thus says the Lord God, Be-
hold, O My people, I will open your graves, ands®&ayou to come up out of your graves, and bring you
into the land of Israel. And you shall know thatrh the Lord, when | have opened your graves, O My
people, and brought you up out of your graves.”

|. Let us begin with that solemn confession which venatyled A TRUE WORD, “They say our
bones are dried.” It matters not how badly men spédhemselves, for what they say of themselves is
never worse than the truth. | have never hearchgfsitnner who too much depreciated his own right-
eousness. It is not possible to repent too muctg bave too lowly an estimate of one’s deservingfo
one’s spiritual power. It is a grievous fault wheourners depreciate the power and fullness of God’s
grace and when despondency casts a doubt upomskéiity of their salvation. But while the deprec
ation is confined to themselves it is not posstblpush it too far, or to exaggerate the evilsrolare-
generate condition. The sinner’s natural estatasisleplorable as words can describe. He is, in fact
much worse than he thinks he is, even when he & bwwved down under a sense of his guilt and dan-
ger. | believe that Luther was quite right whenshéal that if a man could see his own sin as ifyesl
he would lose his reason. The condition into wivehhave fallen by our transgressions is terriblghéo
last degree.
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Observe, first, thathey describe themselves as dead, as dried andviaed They speak of them-
selves as dead, a man does not imagine his bomesdcattered about on the plain while he thinks hi
self to be alive. These people spoke of their boaed therefore were conceived they were deadsand
the sinner may without exaggeration, conceive oideif as devoid of spiritual life. He knows not the
life of God, for he is dead in trespasses and Jihs. apostle speaks of the unregenerate as “aiénat
from the life of God through the ignorance thainishem, because of the blindness of their heamd
again we read, “They are corrupt, they have dormmatmble works, there is none that does good.”
When men are corrupt, they have gone a stage bedeatti, and are receiving the full harvest of As.
it is written, “He that sows to his flesh shalltbke flesh reap corruption.” Alas, sinner, you aseoae
that is dead, only your condition is far worse, your responsibility and your guilt remain, and you
death to righteousness is blameworthy, and witigppunishment upon you.

They were divided, too. These Israelites weretaead abroad in every place, and perhaps you, dear
friend, feel that, as Hosea says, your heart igldd/and you are found wanting. You cannot get your
thoughts together, you cannot concentrate youctdies, you are “as when one cuts and cleaves wood
upon the earth,” a broken, shivered thing. You camally your mind to confidence in God. Your mind
is dead to that which is good, and your heartvgldd by a thousand delusive devices.

Perhaps you go further with the figure, and seefnet dried, sapless, useless, and hopeless. A bone
is dried when every particle of marrow is gone oltt, when it looks as if it never could have been
covered with flesh, or have been part of a livimglya Are you lamenting because you seem to be de-
void of spiritual hunger, desire, or regret? Do yoaurn that you cannot feel, cannot will, cannet re
pent, cannot love, cannot even fear? Do you gremaulse you cannot find in yourself anything which
is good or looks that way? Do you ever groan oat thournfulmiserere—

“Your saints are comforted, | know,

And love Your house of prayer!

| sometimes go where others go,

But find no comfort there.

| hear, but seem to hear in vain,

Insensible as steel;

If anything is felt, ‘tis only pain

To find | cannot feel.

My best desires are faint and few,

I gladly would strive for more!

But, when | cry, ‘My strength renew,’

Seem weaker than before.”
Truly, you are as a dried bone that has long bésaching in the sun, out of which all trace of l#ed
feeling and power has departed. This is a verydeasdription of a man’s soul, and yet how many of us
have had to subscribe to it for ourselves? It & ywhat we felt ourselves to be while we were witho
God and without hope, and yet the Spirit of God w@svicting us of our guilt.

Further, these bonesuld by no means raise themselw&® never heard of such a thing as a dead
man restoring himself to life, though he is but helwried, if he is indeed dead, he cannot liftaandh
towards his own reviving. These bones were withiade of life. The flesh was gone, devoured byskite
and jackals, or rotted and scattered in impalppbieder to the four winds of heaven. How could these
carcasses raise themselves? There was no traceistiire left upon them. They could not give them-
selves life or motion, it were a fool’s hope to kdor such a thing. Is that the dreary fact whiolcés
itself upon you? Do not try to forget it. You ansabvering the truth. You are already in a lostditon
if you have not believed in Jesus Christ. You ase as some vainly say, in a state of probatiomiyr yo
probation is over, and you are already condemne@ddy because you have not believed on the Son of
God. In you there is no spiritual power to stir &mds God until His Spirit moves towards you. Youl wi
remain cast out in the open valley, unless Godgeegrshall come to you and unless His Spirit shall p
breath into you. For you to be saved will be asmogt of the common course of nature as any other
miracle, and in it you will have no finger so asb® able to boast, for the Lord alone must save gou
you are lost forever. It is a terrible word for amto say, but it is the truth, and nothing mointkhe
truth, that he is ruined by sin and “without strérido repair the damage.

There seemed to be before these bones no progyettiebfire When they that cleansed the valley
came along and found these bones, they would g#tbeer up as offensive objects and cast them into
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the fire of Tophet to be consumed. This is the doiythat remains unto dry bones, and the sametawai
those who are spiritually like they are. Has théyt&pirit been dealing with any of you till you feses if
there were nothing for you but a certain judgment &ery indignation? Do you begin to feel in your
own conscience the first burning of the fire whigdver shall be quenched? Ah, whatever may be your
gloomy apprehensions, they are none too gloomy.dtfearful thing to have sinned. It is an awhihg

to be called to judgment, and a more terrible thtilly to be under that judgment now, and onlyjb&o
waiting until that sentence shall be carried olltgpart, you cursed, into everlasting fire.” Ohydu
cannot sleep at night, and if all enjoyment of llgrtomforts seems to be taken away from you, if yo
begin to sting yourself and make your own life whetd, | shall not wonder at it. It is amazing that
man can live and be quiet, and yet be under théhafaGod. It is a strange thing that he can whlk t
earth with a smile upon his face while yet hisisianforgiven, and the sword of the Lord is furlgidto
work his destruction. Oh, that the sinner knew jdwpardy under which he lives, and the frail barrie
that divides him from eternal misery. Does he nuiW that if his breathing should cease, he is gone
the place where hope is a stranger? | say, if amaurns and sighs over his terrible future, so that
dreadful sound is in his ears, he only frets reaBynand his fears are based on solemn truth.

Moreover, these people felt that they weue off from healing agencie¥hey say, “We are cut off
for our parts.” That is, each bone is cut off framfellow, and the whole thing is cut off as te fgarts
from every hope and comfort. These banished Iseselvere cut off from the land of Canaan, cut off
from the Temple, cut off from the priesthood, ctftfoom the sacrifices, cut off from all hope of-ap
proaching God. Many poor souls have been madeetateif they, too, were cut off. Their Sabbathes ar
no rest to them, the house of prayer brings nghgland the preaching of the gospel yields no @ans
tion. They turn to their Bibles, and every pagense¢o flash a threat, while no gentle shower ofayer
drops from above. They fall on their knees, butnepeyer seems to be a hollow mockery. They cannot
pray as they would. They associate with godly fiienbut they gain nothing by their fellowship. Go
where they may, they think themselves like a dngebavhich meets its fellow dry bone, and is none the
nearer to eternal life for such dreary communidme T™an is a nuisance to himself, and his very exist
ence is weariness. Ah, you think, perhaps, | ancrd@ag an extreme case, but | know that | am pictu
ing some whose eyes are looking upon me at thisenaniappy they who have been delivered from
this wretched state, but | had almost said, happy wwvho are experiencing it, for those who feelrthe
sinfulness are on the road to better things. Brsthed sisters, | hope your extremity will be Gools
portunity. When your bones are dried, then will Gaane in as the resurrection and the life and make
these dry bones live. When you appear to be betfumgossibility of mercy, then God, with whom all
things are possible, will deal with you in a wayesttraordinary grace and cause you to rejoice s Hi
salvation.

It seemed to these poor people as if they weite given overfor when bones are cast out in the
field and left to be bleached by the wind and tine, svhen nobody gives them burial, but there tiey |
the refuse of the charnel house, then they arer@diogpto all likelihood, left for destruction. | i@
heard of persons who have felt in their spiritfabey were forever banished from the light, sa thay
have cried, “Has God forgotten to be gracious? Hasin anger shut up His tender mercies? Is the
throne of grace closed against the mourner? Wikhing avail? Will not cries and tears bring an an-
swer?” By such downcast ones a whisper has beed heaardly saying, “There is no mercy for you,
you are cast out as reprobate silver.” It is thespér of Satan in the spirit, and it comes withrgigg
power. The devil often uses the conscience to behtitk on which he rides in his errands of torment.
Yet there is a measure of truth in the insinuatiypart from Christ, we are cast off, apart from iStr
God cannot look upon us except in anger, apart ftmmatoning blood, our sins protest against the en
trance of mercy, and there we lie self-condemnetratpless, abandoned in our own judgment to swift
and sure condemnation. Here, then, is languagefutiisery, and yet sadly true. We are sold under s
by nature, and led captive by the devil, driveroly iniquities to endless misery, from which ignura
and wickedness will not permit us to escape.

[I. Now, I turn to that point upon which | desire tougigle with some of you this morning that you
may be fetched up by the Spirit's power from thptts of despondency. Here is AN ILL WORD in the
text, “Our hope is lost.” It is a good thing if ofaise hopes are lost, but true hope is still thhde. Hope
is not denied to any man, if he will believe inukgshe may yet be saved. They said of old in thanLa
Dum spiro sperowhile | breathe | hope. And | turn the proverb oaad sayDum spero spire-while |
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hope, | breathe. To render the sentences rathady fnell suit me well, “While I live, | hope, and ke |
hope, I live.” Sinner, your life lies in hope, anthile you have hope you have life. To despair isian
warrantable thing, a thing full of sin, and fraughth mischief, besides being false and unreas@nabl

Despair, which is the mind’s declaration that éhiesx no hope, is not so much a sickness of the un-
derstanding as a sin of the soul. It is a crimaresgdhe truth, a high offense against the LordooE.
God is, “the God of hope,” and those who are witHoape are also without God. No mortal has a just
pretense to perish in despair, and if he does espair is a form of suicide, a form of willful self
destruction. No man has a right to despair. No nambe right while he is despairing. Let me justadp
about this and keep to the point.

Despair is a high insult to Godt casts dishonor upon His chief attributes. Ia tiist place, it is
most derogatory to theeuth of God. If a man says, “I cannot be saved,” hetreaiicts the divine voice,
“Look unto Me, and be you saved.” God has sengtispel to men, and it is no other than good news to
them, but despair virtually says it is no gosptel no good news. God has set up a throne of geack
promises to meet there with the sinner, but thia glaims that there is no throne of grace, for Geies
that there can be any grace for him. He refuse®itoe to the loving Father because he feels sute tha
He will show no mercy, though He has declared Hatwill do so. God has given a thousand precious
promises, such as this, “Though your sins are adetcthey shall be as white as snow; though Hrey
red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” The déspg sinner says he does not believe this, hissin
too scarlet to be made white, and the crimson ®0hilt is too ingrained ever to be washed awaysTh
he calls God’s promises lies, and this is a dattimgg to do. “He that believes not God has made Bim
liar because he believes not the record that Ged gaHis Son.” It would be an exceedingly heinous
offense for me to stand up and say to the GreasiBilay, “You say, ‘I can heal you,’ but it is an jgiy
boast, my wound is incurable. Great God, you dagan forgive you,’ but it is false, my sins areblas
You can never pass by.” Mark, brethren, the Lord®ad is very jealous of His truthfulness. His name
is, “God that cannot lie,” and he that dares totbay He will break His promise has done Him sae d
spite. | need not surely show the infamy of thigner. Let your own hearts condemn the treasonable
thought.

He that despairs insults Godiswer He does in effect tell the Lord that He pretetmss power
which He does not possess. God says, “He thatvesliend is baptized shall be saved,” the man says h
will not trust in Christ, for he does not believ&at God can save him, he declares that he haskgsne
yond the bounds of mercy, and so he tells the gramious One that He has no power to save him. The
Lord loves not that His omnipotence should be ttherisied. He is grieved with those who thus limit the
Holy One of Israel. They that would restrain Hisygo shut out one of the brightest beams of Hisyglor

But despair abundantly casts dishonor upon Gaoescy Know you not that His mercy endures for-
ever? “The Lord God merciful and gracious” is of¢he ways of His manifestation. Has He not told us
that He “delights in mercy”? Yet, if you say, “HalMnot have mercy upon me, | have out-sinned His
grace. | have gone beyond all possibility of foegiess,” you do as much as lies in your power,ispit
the face of the God of love. Have you ever thowgjhthis? Grieve to think that you have ever grieved
Him in this fashion. This is the cruelest of siitqaims its dagger at the heart of the Lord, anuletces
the Redeemer’s hands and feet. The Lord gloriésisrpower to save, and He has plainly declared that
He will save all those who confess their sins anttpeir trust in Him, and do we doubt Him? Dare we
so derogate from the glory of the Most High asayp that there remains no hope of grace for us? 8ham
on such insulting falsehood!

Mark you while it does this, which is bad enoudbspair brings out the devil and crowns him in
Christ’'s steadDespair says to Satan, “You are victorious overniggcy of God. You have conquered
Christ Himself.” Christ says that He is revealedtthle may destroy the works of the devil, and you
stand up and say, “Here are certain of the dewibsks which Jesus cannot destroy, namely, my sih an
my sinful inclinations.” You wave the flag of thew! in the face of an insulted Savior, and wherdas
is able to save to the uttermost them that come Gaid by Him, you in fact tell Him that He has not
half the power to save that Satan has to desthay,Satan can be more successful in destructian tha
Christ can be effectual in saving. What? Have ygairachosen Barabbas and given up Jesus? And is
Barabbas in this case the fiend of hell? Will yalidve him and not believe God? Can you assert that
he, the father of lies, is more worthy of belieduththe Christ who died that men might live? Yetpdés
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says as much as this, and says it in the mostfermanner. It prefers Beelzebub to Jesus, foeAt
lieves the lie of hell and rejects the word fronawen.

I go a little further, and | say, with a deep feglof solemnity, thathis heinous sin of despair tram-
ples on the blood of ChrisChrist has died and shed His blood, and we knaw tte blood of Jesus
Christ cleanses us from all sin. We have God’s wiordit, yet here is a man who says, “It cannot
cleanse me from my sin.” If we look deep into tlssence of actions we shall see that despair despise
the atonement and denies its efficacy. We telintla@ that there is forgiveness, but he mutterss‘ittot
for me.” We tell him that Jesus Christ has emptisl veins to fill a sin-cleansing fountain, and dre
swers, “It may be true. He may be able to savetakrs, but not me.” Now, whgbu have a right to
say, other people may also say, and if all unitét wou, it would be tantamount to declaring tHae t
crucifixion is an empty show, that the Redeemettm@ment is a mere pretense, and that Christ is pow
erless to save. You reduce the Savior to an imp@ietender, and can this be done with impunity? We
preach in vain if this is so. We preach a Savioowhnnot save, an atonement which cannot cleanse.
Will not God deal with you for this, if you persist this provocation? Perhaps you think it is veoyn-
ble of you to talk so, but it is not, it is the glei of arrogant impudence. Despair is highly inaglto
the dear Redeemer, the glory of whose person @lvad in His power to forgive. Remember, Judas
who despaired was damned, while the men who cedci@thrist were led by Peter’'s sermon to believe
and live. Great sinners who believe shall find rigebut far less offenders who despair shall fing-mi
ery. God save you, then, from the Judas sin ofalesg, and enable you to believe in Jesus Chtist a
once.

| must go a step furtheRespair has something in it of sinning against @y Spirit, for the Holy
Spirit brings you rich cordials in the promises@dd, which will raise your spirits and will restoyeu
from death, and what do you do with them? You thieen and dash them against the wall, as if this al-
mighty medicine devised by infinite wisdom, were theceitful nostrum of a quack, and you could not
receive it. It seems to me a great and horriblerns@ to deny the testimony of the Spirit of Godyreof
Him who gives to the Holy Scriptures inspiratiordasertainty, and this you do when you refuse to be-
lieve for eternal life. Jesus has put it before ybmself, “Him that comes to Me | will in no wisest
out.” How can you think that He will cast you outfde prophet cries, “Ho, everyone that thirsts, come
you to the waters, and he that has no money, camenine and milk without money and without
price.” But Despair answers, “There is no wine andnilk for me,” and it denies that grace is tohael
without price. In the teeth of Scripture, it deelathat there is no pardon, no mercy, no salvatios it
denies the witness of the Spirit of God. Oh, taked) despairing one, lest it be said to you, “Yaueh
not given the lie unto men, but unto God.” It immaster sin, this sin of despair. God save you fitaim
you are in danger of falling into it, or if you aatready its prisoner.

When a man gives way to despdirere comes upon him usually a habit of wrangliggiast God
and His truth.Oh, see him at it. He is very low, and he comeset® the minister, and the minister’'s
compassionate soul would comfort him in a momeiritwfas possible, and therefore he begins to talk t
him about the gospel. “But,” says the other, anintreduces a tough question which throws the gospe
out of sight. “Oh,” says the minister, “but God hearayer.” “No, no,” says the man, and he begins
guarrelling about prayer and its disagreement wittne decrees, and so forth. The man snarls like a
dog, not to keep his bone, but as if he begge@dve lgood food taken away from him. He does not want
it. His soul abhors all manner of meat. The mimistds before him a precious promise which he tink
will certainly meet his case, but the perverse nstitves against it, and fights with the promiseafat
were his direst enemy. It is not a promise thatsshis case at all, there is a word in it whichdbes not
understand, and off he goes on a tangent, beclgudenword, and eclipsing its light, so that he may
possible, keep himself from being comforted. If Ggoeople come and try to cheer him with their ex-
perience, he fights against their experience taoth nail. It may be theirs, but it never can be thisre
is something particular and peculiar about them wigy should have mercy, and there is something
equally particular and special about him as to Wwhyhouldhot have mercy. He has the key of the door
of hope, and locks it on the inside, and then musiiliam shut up and cannot come forth,” whereas h
fastens the door himself. Sometimes the despamngggets into such a nasty, ugly temper against eve
rything that comes to him from the Bible and frame iministers of God that you begin to think that he
must be half mad. So, perhaps he is, but it isanotadness that saves him from responsibility, & is
madness which will be laid to his charge in theagday of account, because it is self-inflicted ani¢
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fully persisted in. Oh, what a wrangling, contenicspirit will despair breed, so contrary to recev
the kingdom of heaven as a little child!

Worse than thigjespair makes a man ready for any $or,there are many that say, “I can never go
to heaven, therefore | will take a good swing hare] get what pleasure | can while it is withinalea
Have | not heard them say, if not in words yethieit actions—"“There is no mercy for me, and | may a
well be hanged for a sheep as for a lamb. | wiltlgpwhole hog, now | am at it. | will, at leastydw
the heights and depths of sin, as there is no eéhahmercy for me”? Ah, and when Satan takes a man
in another temper, he tells him that God will nefeegive him, and the poor creature sits down itesu
rebellion, murmurs, thinks hard things of God, weisthe had never been born, and curses the day in
which it was said that a man child had seen th&.lighen he will be filled with blasphemous thowgyht
and it may even come to pass that he rushes itftdesgruction and takes a leap into sure perdition
How many have been driven by despair to the kaifig, to the noose, or to a watery grave, | canibt te
But this | know that if Satan can once fill a manighd with that, and make him say that God is nao t
that the gospel is not true, or at least not toukin, then the enemy glories and cries, “I have, lhody
and soul. | can do anything with him now.” It wasdsof the Russian soldiers that they would notayo
battle till they were drunk with raki, and certgirdome men are champions for the devil when they ar
drugged by despair of pardon. Captain Past-Hojpefisrce leader of bandits, and will do and daee th
blackest crimes. With all my might I cry to you—ateacall things shun despair, never say your hope is
lost. There is salvation for you yet. God has rastyou away. Oh, do not cast away yourself. What a
you doing? The Lord has not given you over to tirenentors, but you are writing your own sentence.
You sit down and seem to think that you cannotdggply till you are thoroughly unhappy, and cannot be
at rest till you are driven from all peace.

I must still plead with you over this matter. lrae say, furtherdespair degrades a madegrades
him below the brute beadipr brutes do not despair. See how an insectsiriliggle, even when it is cut
in halve. Look at a poor bird, what hope it hasreireits worst state of yet escaping the fowlers, n
still it flutters and does its best to get awayllWbu despair where ants and wasps and birdshsiple?
Have you never seen a dog that had done somethimggwand has been beaten by its master? He tries
to lick the hand that has beaten him, and he cabadtappy till he is forgiven. Poor creature, how i
looks up for a smile! You have been chastened,areusmarting under it now, but you do not turn to
God, nor seek His favor. You think worse of Godntlyaur dog thinks of you. Instead of crouching to
His feet, as your poor dog does to you, to try geda gracious word, you growl! at the great Lordt—"I
is of no use for me to be humble: there is no Hopeu slander the Almighty, you malign the name of
Jesus Christ, you deny the power of the Spirit ol Gand so you degrade yourself below the beast tha
perishes.

Oh this despair—avoid it, | pray you, as you woalaid death itself, foit will render all means of
grace useless to yolf.you will not believe, neither shall you be edislhed. If you fall into despair, the
songs of Zion will be sorrowful ditties in your saand the preaching of the gospel might as wethbe
preaching of the law. See how a despairing mansshist ears, like the deaf adder that will not hear,
charm you ever so wisely, it matters not what tiesrte may be—if it is infinite mercy, free forgivese
or everlasting love, yet as long as the soul igpdesg, you do but make it the more wretched. The
hopeless hearer rejects all consolation, his ssfukes to be comforted, and his despair embitiesye
morsel he eats and every drop he drinks.

Despair, too, is certainly vain and wicked, beedtibas no Scripture whatever to support‘@h,”
you say, “but there are many dark Scriptures.”dwrihere are, but | have not time this morningaicet
them up one by one, and show that they need ndtdeg man to despair. But there is one text in the
Bible which covers all texts, be they black as thegy. | do not mind what the passages of Scripture
are, nor what they testify, | am sure they speaktitiith, and therefore | know they cannot speakraen
ry to other parts of divine revelation. Here is thmous text, “Him that comes to Me, | will in nass
cast out.” If you come to Christ you cannot be aadt “Oh, but there is a text—" | do not care abou
your text, you misunderstand your text, but thereo misunderstanding this one, “Him that comes to
Me, I will in no wise cast out.”

“Oh, but He will cast me out because—" Stop nove gou going to contradict my Lord Jesus
Christ? | cannot have patience with you. You wikafly provoke the Father. “I will in no wise cast
out,” that means, for no sort of reason, underirmumstances, under no possible conditions willi€hr
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ever cast out a man that comes to Him. “Oh, butsten to me.” No, | shall not listen to you, andish
you would not listen to yourself. You must listenme as | repeat the Lord’s words—*Him that comes
to Me, | will in no wise cast out.” You are not be listened to when you want to make out God to be
false. Oh intolerable sin! Jesus says He will rastt gyou out. Again He cries, “Come unto Me, all you
that labor and are heavy laden, and | will give yest.” Does Christ mean that, or not? Look thecru
fied One in the face, look at His wounds, and dfi@ring looked at them, say, “I do not believe Him.
Christ lies to me!” Will you dare say it? Can ydws$ defame Him? | tell you, there is nothing witthe
covers of this Book that ought to lead a man tcehavy doubt about the infinite mercy of God to him,
provided he will just come and trust himself withriSt. There is no God at all if a soul that trustge-
sus can be cast away, for the essential of Godisetndth. | am an atheist if the God in whom | have
believed casts away those that trust in His SonsJdde must be true, if every man is proven a liar.
What do you say, then, to that blessed word, “Hiat tomes to Me, | will in no wise cast out?

Now, listen, you desponding one on the borderesjpération! Have you never heardlod freeness
of God’s mercyDo you not know that everything that He bestowssiomers is given freely and gra-
ciously? The ground of God'’s love is God’s loved aothing in us. When He made His eternal choice,
there was a remnant according to the electionadtegrlt is free grace that chooses for its lovd, then
loves for its choice. When Christ redeemed us, tddtdreely—He freely delivered Himself up for us
all. When He pardons sins, He is “exalted on h@live repentance,” and there is nothing freer @an
gift— “to give repentance and remission of singéll you, man, the very spirit of the gospel istlhat
there is no worthiness nor desert needed in yarder to your immediate forgiveness and acceptance
with God. All you have to do is to admit to thetlrihat you have sinned and deprived yourself lof al
claim upon God, and then believe what God declarg®u, that He is in Christ Jesus reconciling the
world unto Himself, not imputing their trespassasouthem. Do but accept this word of reconciliation
and you are a saved man as sure as you live. Theentoyou believe that Jesus is the Christ, the mo-
ment you trust your soul wholly and entirely in $kodear hands that were pierced for you, you are a
saved man. What right do you have to doubt that Godsave you when everything is prepared and
given of free grace? | tell you the Lord Jesussmsed many others like you. Are you a harlot? D&l H
not save the harlot, Rahab? Are you exceedinglke&d@ You are not worse than Manasseh, who is said
to have cut Isaiah in halves with a saw, and fitleel streets of Jerusalem with blood, and yet threl L
saved him. | know that even though you are the i has ever lived, still you cannot outrun my
Master’'s wing-footed grace. Paul said he was thef cf sinners, but he obtained mercy to be a patte
to you. Why talk, then, of sullenly lying down irespair? You sigh—ah, if you mind not what you are
doing, what you say in your despair will come ttheough your own making it so. If a man says, ‘I
shall die, | shall die of starvation,” and theraidish before him, but he will not eat, | am afrdiat the
probabilities are that he will die of starvationdat will serve him right. If another person criékshall
die of thirst,” and there is a cup of drink beftwen and he will not put it to his mouth, | fear tlne will
die of thirst, and (I come to where | was before)ll die a suicide. He that refuses to eat amuetfore
dies is as much a suicide as if he stabbed hinrsétie heart. And he that will not believe God’sroye
and will not accept it in Christ, is a soul-suicide surely as if he plunged into debauchery, anvé ga
himself up to every lust. Oh that God the Holy 8pirould overcome some of you this morning that
have yielded to this great and grievous sin.

lIl. We shall now close by meditating upon the Lord’smise, which we have styled A GRA-
CIOUS WORD. | want you to notice this, poor troubleearts; | want you to suck in this part of the te
even if you forget all the rest. “Thus says thed_God, Behold, O My people, | will open your graves
and cause you to come up out of your graves.”

Notice, God meets us upon our own grouadd takes us up where we are. They said, “We are as
dried bones.” “Yes,” says God, “and | will quickgou.” But the Lord even goes beyond anything
which they have felt or said, for they did not $hgy were buried. No, they were as bones scatiared
the open valley, unburied, but the Lord knows they worse than they think they are, and so He goes
further in mercy than they thought they had gonmisery. He says, “I will open your graves,” andtth
looks as if they were finally laid in the sepulchBut the Lord adds, “And cause you to come upabut
your graves.” Listen, sinner, you have describegrself in a very distressing manner, but God accept
it as true, and deals with you as being such asdgsaribe, or even worse. He regards men not anly a
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dead, but as entombed, in as hopeless a casepaesqent up in the sepulcher, and forgotten ag dea
men out of mind. O the mercy of the Lord! Theradasboundary to it.

Now, observe howthe word brings comfort by introducing another acipon the sceneYou are
like a dried bone, good for nothing, and able fothimg, but the Lord comes in Himself, and He séalys,
will, 1 will.” Oh, that grand “I will"” “I will ope n your graves, and cause you to come up out of your
graves.” “l will.” Now, listen. If God will save yo, cannot you be saved? If it is all of grace frimm to
bottom, cannot you be saved? If there is no mesdtded of you, no previous goodness to qualify you,
cannot salvation come to you? If Christ died fa timgodly, cannot you have a share in His deathe if
came into the world to save sinners, then why woi?ylf the gospel is not another shape of law requi
ing something of us, but if it is all free, freegd sovereign grace, why should not you have welkas
me? What should shut you out? If anything couldehsivut you out it could have shut me out, for | am
just the same as you are by nature, yet | haver@atanercy, and why should not you? Come along and
have it. It is freely given to all who seek it tting in the Lord Jesus Christ.

But remember that God comforts us here by degj¢hie completeness of His workirtdge does not
merely say, “l will open your graves.” That is sdhirg, but if they are dead, what is the good cdrep
ing the graves? | have known careless ones droghig place on a Sabbath as dead in sin as dedd co
be, and buried too. You never would have thought they would listen to the gospel, but there has
crept into their ear some such sweet word as thide—that believes in Him is not condemned,” and
they have said, “Dear me, how sweet it is. How joes that is.” Glory be to God, the grave has begun
to open! But they felt they could not get hold loé¢ tSavior for themselves, and then the Lord haseipe
their hand and closed it on the promise, and whew get it they will never give it up, but they leav
cried, “He loved me, He loved me. | will risk myh&tion on it, | will trust Him. | will trust no oa
else.” Thus the Holy Spirit has fetched them outhefgrave though they were dry bones before. He wi
do the same with you. Oh that you may have gratelieve what God says here.

Lastly, noticethe feeling which is produced by fAnd you shall know that | am the Lord, when |
have opened your graves, O My people, and brougitup out of your graves.” Ah, what a feeling a
man has that there is a God when God has savedntiien he begins to dance for very joy of heart be-
cause he is fully forgiven, then he knows JehogaBad. When his heart feels restful and full ofgegea
when he can say, “God is mine, Christ is mine, baas mine,” he does not need evidences of theé-exis
ence of God, or arguments to prove the power of. Gledcarries a demonstration of the truth withig hi
own heart, and tells of it to others with tearfyés. “Oh,” he says, “there is no mistake abouthiere is
a merciful God, for | have obtained mercy. Thera iefuge for sinners, for | have fled to it. These
pardon, for | have obtained it. There is rest,Ifenjoy it. There is a heaven, for | begin to higsbells
ringing in my heart.” Then shall you know that Gaehovah is God indeed when He has opened your
graves and brought you out. O God, bless this pood to the troubled ones, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—EZEKIEL 37: 1-14, JOHN 5:24-29.
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