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“Since you were precious in My sight, you have bdwmorable, and | have loved you:
therefore will I give men for you, and people foouyr life.”
Isaiah 43:4.

ONE of the worst mistakes we could make would bpidige our condition before God by our out-
ward circumstances. Know you not that the ungodlyehtheir portion in this life? They increase in
riches, their eyes stand out with fatness, and tla@g more than heart can wish. They are not irbteo
like other men, “neither are they plagued like otheen,” therefore pride compasses them about as a
chain, violence covers them as a garment. Pootwesa they have no joy in the world to come, and
therefore God permits them to have as much joyheg &re capable of in this world. They stand upon
slippery slopes, and fiery billows rage below. Hakg they cast down as in a moment! They are utterly
consumed with terrors. Envy them not, and neveardréhat they are beloved of God because, like the
beast which is fattened for the slaughter, theingea is full of corn, and their rack is overflowimgth
fodder.

As for the people of God, they are often in gtaats. David said of himself, “All the day long V&
| been plagued and chastened every morning’—ais ifieavenly Father whipped him as soon as he was
up, and kept him under the rod all day long. Sutdstisements are not unusual in the family of grace
Many of God’s best servants are rich in faith, éxtremely poor in pocket; strong in the Lord, badly
weak in body; beloved of heaven, but abhorred byntlen of the world. Many of those, whom the Lord
loves most, endure sharp affliction, even as thetrmpecious metal is likely to see the most offtree
Is it not written, “As many as | love | rebuke attthsten™? “What son is there whom his father cimasste
not?” The Lord scourges every son whom He receiVasrefore, never judge yourselves by outward
circumstances, for these are not the balanceseo$dhctuary, and cannot help you to a just corausi
as to your state before God. Everything may seegotagainst you, and yet all things may be working
together for your good. Jacob was no good juddesobwn matters when he cried, “All these things ar
against me.” He needed Egypt and a sight of Josepbach him the reason for the Lord’s dealings.
Everything may be prospering with you openly, astiyou may only be as the victim which is covered
with garlands when it is being led to be slainhat &ltar. Everything may be grieving you and yeuse
ing your best prosperity. Our Heavenly Father h#snk, given us the words of the text and theteah
by way of comfort in reference to His outward dispations. If God has a favored people whom He has
chosen, upon whom His distinguishing grace hagdijho make them great and honorable, you would
suppose that the second verse of this chapter wanlthus—*You shall not go through the waters, for
I will be with you to keep you out of them; neithadrall you pass through the rivers, for | have dpel
them on your behalf. You shall never go throughfitee and therefore you shall not be burned. N&ith
shall there be any fear that the flame shall kingien you, for it shall not come near you.” Theseo
such word of promise. It would be contrary to theole tenor of the covenant, which always speaks of
rod, and of the chosen passing under it. On théraion it is here supposed and taken for grantatl th
we shall have to pass through fire and through mtatget to heaven, and it is put thus—*When you
pass through the waters, | will be with you: whem walk through the fire, you shall not be burned.”
And then it comes in, in the language of our téxat although the chosen are bound to go through fi
and through water, yet they are precious in GoidlstsOh true believer, rest in perfect peace! éltph
you have to pass through unnumbered afflictionsyga are honorable and safe, for the Lord will mak
any sacrifice that He may secure your safety. Hegmie all mankind for you, for the word is not ithe
singular, “I will give man for you,” but He will ge all things, yes, whole nations of men for yagrs
er than you shall perish, so determined is Heybatshall be saved.
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Come, then, dear tried people of God—come todkeand see whether you can find comfort in it. |
know you will not be disappointed if the Holy Spiihe Comforter, shall apply it with power to your
souls.

|. First, THE LORD COUNTS HIS PEOPLE TO BE PRECIOUS.

The text was spoken of a nation, whom He had e¢hdsét what is true of a nation is true of each
individual in that nation, at least, what is truelgrael is true of every Israelite. If God hasddvHis
church He has loved every member of that churchi iRlis church is precious in His sight, so isteac
individual believer. Is not that a blessed wordptivivere precious in My sight”? In your own sighuyo
appear to be unworthy, insignificant, and undesgybut yet you are precious in the sight of thedLd
know that when the Lord gives us a soul-humblingegience, we are made to feel as if we were worth-
less worms, good-for-nothing, incapable, ungratetuldeserving, ill-deserving, and hell-deserving.
“God be merciful to me a sinner,” is often the ofythe most sanctified child of God. Yes, and tkam
er he gets to the likeness of Christ, the more barns over his deficiencies, till he is like Dawitho
had spoken all through the $1®salm of his love to God’s word and his delighitjrand yet concluded
the psalm by saying, “I have gone astray like & $b®ep; seek Your servant; for | do not forget rYou
commandments,” as if that were the conclusion efwiole matter, and the utmost to which he had at-
tained. Only the ignorant and self-exalted wilktaf their own goodness. Saints mourn because they
perceive sin remaining in them. The divine asswafour text comes in as a blessed counterbatance
our lowly sense of our own worthlessness. The Udidself bears witness, “You are precious in My
sight.”

A child of God is often far other than precioughe sight of others. Men of God are often as kmoke
pitchers in the sight of men, only fit to be throewvay. If they become earnest, people say thatdahey
almost out of their minds through religion. If thase quiet, their critics remark that they are mgpnd
melancholy. Nothing you can do will altogether gkeanen of the world, they are sure to pick holes in
your coat one way or another; it is the way of th&de are not precious in their sight, for they ealu
glitter, and pomp, and riches, and the things wipetish in the using. They can do without Christjan
so they think. Albeit the people of God are theywsalt of the earth, and the light of the worldt theey
are utterly despised and rejected. “The precious &6 Zion, comparable to fine gold, how are they e
teemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the hahttsegpotter!” Ah, well, but, child of God, you are
precious in God'’s sight, and that is infinitely radhan being precious to princes. You live in #elit
room alone, and few know you, and those who do kgow do not think much of you, but the Lord
says, “You are precious in My sight.” Poor old Mawho has been bed-ridden for years, fears that her
friends think her a burden, but let her be comfiyrfer her best Friend says, “You are precious y1 M
sight.” John, the carter, with his large family,ahwages, and shabby clothes, yet fears the Lodd a
walks with Him, and no man may despise him, fothi Lord he is worth more than his weight in gold,
and his Redeemer says, “You are precious in MytsSighhumble working man has come to worship
with the Lord’s people, all unknown to fame, he ba$y one talent, which he tries to use, and ha-is
ten downcast because he can do so little for histddaYet the Lord says, “You are precious in My
sight.” And is it not better to be precious in #ight of God than it would be to be precious in sight
of kings and queens and the great ones of theZel#y you not be well content, like your Redeemer,
to be unknown and despised, if the Lord does byt“¥au are precious in My sight™?

Do you know, sometimes, these words of our Lordeqtake me aback? It is so wonderful that |
should be precious to the all-glorious Jehovalemember being startled once when that word in Solo-
mon’s Song came with power to my soul—"“You arefaill, My love; there is no spot in you.” It shone
so brightly on my soul that it seemed to give suoks to my faith, and | almost whispered, “I cannot
believe it.” Yet it is even so. We know how lovevdl exaggerate and use hyperboles in their expres-
sions, but the Lord our God speaks not after tshifen of foolish men. He is seriously in earnesdlin
that He says. But still | was set wondering. Catilok that Jesus could speak thus, in His infilute to
me? | needed to remember the power of the washiktisi blood, and the power of His cleansing Spirit,
and the power of His justifying righteousness, befocould understand how He could say such a word
to me. Do you not feel a bit staggered as you tlearword, “You are precious in My sight”? Does not
unbelief prompt you to say, “Lord, that love-wosdmeant for somebody else? It cannot mean me.” And
yet, if you believe that Jesus is the Christ, yoilzorn of God, and it is to you that this texspoken,
“You are precious in My sight.”
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How can this be? | think the text explains it. Rélae first verse. “But now thus says the Lord that
created you, O Jacob, and He that formed you, &li&rit is clear that we are precious to God bseau
we are Hiscreation The first creation was marred upon the wheel iy I became a thing without
honor and came under the curse. But he that bslievéesus has been created anew by the work of the
Holy Spirit. God has in a very special sense crehtm. He has gone beyond mere creation, havisg fir
created the clay, He h&srmedit. We are not half-made or ill-made in regenenative are formed as
well as created. The Lord who has given us spirgxestence is daily giving us fashion and complete
ness. Having first given us life, He has tutoreal tife. Having planted the tree, He has pruneéHd.
has created us and formed us, and in both He hdeed/@ccording to the counsel of His own will. In
the beginning God made the heavens and the eartlafterwards the first chapter of Genesis tells us
how God fitted up the heavens and the earth, tmbe's abode, forming what He had before created.
The earth, though long before created, was “withouh and void; and darkness was upon the face of
the deep.” In the moment of regeneration we are fitat newly-created world, but as by the Lord’s
power the world was brought into light and order by divine grace the work of sanctification go@s o
stage by stage, till Christ is formed in us andase formed in His image. Now, because the Lord has
done a great work upon us equal to a creation,aafmdmation, therefore we are precious in His sight
How a man will love a garden when he has laid ttlomself! How he will admire the fruit that comes
from trees which he planted with his own hands yeao, and to which he has attended himself! When
we see our work in anything, it has great valueuneyes. Work is a great creator of preciousnéss.
know how a little piece of metal, which intrinsilyaimay be scarcely of any worth, can have such work
put into it that from half a farthing it can rise worth to hundreds of pounds. Skilled, artisticrkvo
makes the most common material to be as precioasgasn. Think, then, of what the Lord has worked
upon us. We who seemed to be intrinsically so westhhave the workmanship of God upon us, for “He
that has worked us to the same thing is God,” gnithdét workmanship, that creation, that formatide,
has made us to be very precious things. From amaiseshoe the artificer may make a clasp of rarest
workmanship and thus has the Lord done with usu@have were like the common pebbles that lay in
Jordan’s brook, the Lord has of those stones raipechildren unto Abraham. Though we were but as
the dross that is cast out at the pit's mouth edelt there as worthless, yet the Lord has taleeapuand
transformed us into silver and gold, that we makena crown for Himself, world without end. Has He
not said “This people have | formed for Myself; yhahall show forth My praise”? Oh, but this is swee
ly clear and sure, the creative work of God upohasmade us to be precious in His sight.

But what does He say next? “I have formed youavehredeemed you.” | wish | could sit down in
that chair and let somebody else talk of this ndbghe subject. Here is the reason why we are pteci
in the sight of the Lord—it is because have been bought with precious bloG&n we contemplate
the sufferings and the death of Christ for us withfeeling that whatever He intended to accomphgh
such sufferings and death must be an object mestqus in His sight, an objective that He will eant
ly achieve? Some seem to fancy that Christ eitlaer o purpose at all in His death, or else that He
played at haphazard, redeeming all men, or no m®mhe chance might happen to turn out. They say
that He was a substitute for all men, and yet itlear that many of them are lost—lost, though re-
deemed with His precious blood. | am loath to réplea statement, though to them it does not apjoear
be profane. | know this—I would not willingly givay life on a speculation. | must be well convinced
that a grand result will certainly follow, or | witot even risk my life if I can help it. And | caat con-
ceive the infinitely wise God, our Savior, as layidown His life for any purpose but that which will
most certainly be accomplished. What He boughtwiflehave. What He purchased, He will receive. If
a thing is bought with your money, it becomes pmesito you. And though it may be a bad bargain, yet
if it cost you dearly, you do not intend to loseYbu value it too much to throw away that whicts ha
cost you so dear. And Christ has not thrown Hiotllaway, or wasted it, or spilt it on the ground fo
nothing. He shall see of the travail of His soul.

Come back to a view of yourself. Have you beliewedesus? Then you know by that mark, that He
has redeemed you from among men. Do you believl®sus? Then you are of His sheep. Christ laid
down His life for His sheep. Do you believe? Thew ypelong to His church of which we read, “Christ
loved the church, and gave Himself for it.” You $ke specialty of His redemption as coming to those
of you who believe in Him; therein you have the képur text.
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Now you can understand why you are precious, r@tiem makes you so. “I bought that woman,”
says Christ. “Amidst my pangs and groans and desdlw her—saw her through the tears that filled My
eyes. | also saw that man; My prescient love behatdin his sin, and beheld him as redeemed from
them when | bore his sin in My own body on the tr&h, blessed thought! We must be precious to
Him who has not only created us, but has laid db\anlife for us, “the just for the unjust, that Haght
bring us to God.” The agony and bloody sweat camsdao understand my Lord’s saying, “You were
precious in My sight.” In any case, the Spirit addsin our text assures us that such is the factanse
precious unto God—the jewels of His crown, the amjlHis eye, the portion of His possession.

Another blessing of grace is mentioned in the tdra@nd that is that God haalled us.“l have
called you by your name; you are Mine.” There 18ak of grace called effectual calling, by whicleth
Spirit of God calls out the redeemed from among.riiéey lie with the rest of the fallen mass, knogvin
nothing about what Christ has done for them, igniprimdifferent, and insensible. But free gracdscal
them out from the mass of the dead. Many callggaren to them in the gospel—to them amongst oth-
ers—indeed, to all men, for the call is to all Hums of men, but they regard not the invitatiorerkEthe
elect refuse the voice of the Lord till God in smign grace puts power into the word, and theonmes
as a personal call; as it is written, “I have af@u by your name.” Then the summons of love comes
effectually, and they are made willing in the ddytlee Lord’s power. Being effectually called, they
spontaneously answer, “When You said, Seek you &dg,fmy heart said unto You, Your face, Lord,
will I seek.” Jesus knows when He called you, da yemember it? Some of us remember it as distinct-
ly as ever the two sons of Zebedee recollected wikesns called them as they were fishing, and prom-
ised to make them fishers of men. The day is andisto us now, as it must have been to Matthew
when he sat at the receipt of custom, and Jesdsuséd him, “Follow Me.” We have been called, as
surely called as the child Samuel when he was ty®bed, for our spiritual ears have heard theeroic
of God, and our hearts have answered, “Here amr IYbu did call me.” Yes, beloved, we know our
calling, and it is well for us to be fully assurttat therefore we are precious in the sight oflibed.
Effectual calling has made us so. He drew us, aadoowed. He called us, and we answered to the
call. Therefore are we dear to the Father to whamhave returned; dear to Jesus by whom we have
been reconciled; and dear to the Holy Spirit whe led us into this grace.

We have beepver since kept by His rich graesd preserved, and this also has endeared us to th
Lord. Those to whom we have shown great favor are ® be dear to us. We love those to whom we
have acted lovingly. The Lord has daily called nsrf one stage of grace to another. “Friend, come up
higher,” is a word that we hear from time to tiraed we expect to hear it soon for the last timerwhe
He shall bid us rise from earth to heaven. Theh Ma say, “Friend, come up higher, and we shall sit
down in the highest room.” He is always callingddy His grace enabling us to answer the call, and
therefore we are precious in His sight.

But | do not care so much to think over the reasmmwish to get you to grip the truth, each one of
you on his own account. Perhaps you are downtrodaehdespised, oppressed and depressed, your
spirit sinking within you? If so, rejoice that y@uwe precious to God. You are nobodies, so the world
says, and so you think, but for all that, the Ldetlares that you are precious in His sight.

Now, will you try to think that many and many agpsoul that as yet knows not Christ is as pre-
cious in His sight as you are? They are His shimgh not yet the people of His pasture and teesh
of His hand—

“Oh, come! Let us go and find them,

In the paths of death they roam.”
Let us go and hunt up the lost jewels which beltingesus. All the treasures hid in a field haveyeobt
been found. God has a chosen people in the banissia the lowest haunts of vice, let us go fortld a
seek them. “I have much people in this city,” Helga Paul, and | believe that He has much people
hidden away in the holes and corners of Londomolfr fallen men and women are precious in His
sight, though they may be the outcasts of thetstrd®ugh they may be thieves and drunks, leiewem
despise them. Let us never say, “Oh, | cannot becéted with such!” “Precious in My sight,” sayes J
sus, as He points to them, “Precious in My sighsHe points to the poor fallen woman. “Precious in
My sight,” as He mourns over the blasphemer. Ger difte degraded haunter of the street, and neser re
until you have the happiness of bringing her to kivhio bought you and bought her with His most pre-
cious blood.
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Brethren, do you not think that if you are presion Christ’'s sight, then everything that has to do
with Him, ought to be precious to you? Oh, how gbould value Christ! Is He not your all in all? Eve
rything that is connected with Him ought to becosear to you. Some of His people are very disagree-
able people, and we cannot feel much joy in themgany, but we must still love them. Remember
what Augustine said, he declared that he lovedyewsain that hadaliquid Christi” —anything of
Christ—about him. “Precious in My sight,” says Ghrof this brother and that. Let them, then, be pre
cious to you, and be it your joy to cheer them sumctor them for Jesus Christ’s sake.

Think once more. If you are precious in God’s siglo not despise yourself so as to fall into thle f
lies and vanities which please other men. The ulygwmdy do as they please, but here is a charming
check for you, Jesus says of you— “Precious in Mts’ Then, Lord, | cannot go into amusements
which some others so much delight in, for if Yowdaaid, “Precious in My sight,” | cannot be found
among the giddy throng. If there is a sin that owes sweet to me, and | find it to be sweet to mainy
my friends, | will abstain from it with all my hdarand try to get them to do so also, since Youehav
taught me that | am precious in Your sight. Nopilias its obligations. We do not dream of seeing
princes of the blood running in the streets angiptawith the children of the gutter. No, somethlyej-
ter is expected of them. If you are precious in ‘&atght, let the obligations of discriminating geelie
upon you; maintain a holy separation from the woHeirs of heaven, behave as such. Children of the
eternal King, remember the dignity of your conditi@and so walk that you live not inconsistentlyhwit
what the Lord has done for you.

That is our first point. In the Lord’s esteem ldeople are precious.

Il. Now, secondly, they being precious, He adds anatpé&het. “Since you were precious in My
sight, YOU HAVE BEEN HONORABLE.”

Is not that another blessed word? Alas, how mdn@ad’s people were the reverse of honorable
before they knew the Lord. Many a dishonorableghirey thought, and said, and did and it is the dis
honorable life that makes the dishonorable many&re honorable now, but possibly they were chil-
dren of shame at their birth. Perhaps they livedins that are not to be mentioned lest the chéek o
modesty should crimson, and yet they are honoradle Perhaps they went so deep in sin that the laws
of their country convicted them of crime, and yetender of divine gracel—as soon as ever they are
precious in God’s sight they are honorable. All gast is blotted out. It shall be remembered agains
them no more forever. They take their rank amomghibnorable. | do not know that | should care to be
called “right honorable” among men, for there ae inany right honorables whom we could not honor,
patrons of the race course, the betting ring, &edotizefight. The name is a falsehood when appgbed
debauched men whose only worth, lies in their moBey an “honorable” that God calls honorable is
honorable indeed. Although, previously, that pamul snay have been everything that was dishonorable,
Jesus says, “I have blotted out your sins likecaat] and like a thick cloud, your iniquities,” atitht
free pardon puts him among the honorable. Thosetwisb the Lord Jesus are honorable, “for unto you
that believe he is honor.” The humblest child ofd@bat lives is honorable, for he belongs to atrigh
worshipful family. An angel thinks it an honor taailvupon him, bearing him up in his hands lest he
dash his foot against a stone. “Honorable!” Whynature honors the elect of God! The saints of God
are the center of all providential arrangements<tNe God, for the church all things exist, for the
Lord has put it, “He set the bounds of the peopteding to the number of the children of Israakit
“all things work together for good to them thatéo®od.” The stones of the field shall be in leagita
them and the beasts of the field shall be at pedgbtethem. The Lord gives a charge to all the peaadr
nature that they are on the side of the man wlom ihe side of God. Honorable! Why, we are the most
conspicuous objects of the divine forethought fralheternity—the most esteemed subjects of the
guardian care of heaven in all time, and we shathle most eminent objects of divine love througlzou
whole eternity when the Lord shall make known, tigto the church, to wondering angels and principal-
ities, the manifold wisdom of God. “Since you werecious in My sight, you have been honorable.”

Now let a poor child of God tell how he believkatthe is honorable.

First, dear brethren, we are honorablebbith. Some are proud because they have been born of fa-
thers who have been made baronets, or elevatdtt tpeerage in years gone by, thus by birth they are
honorable, that is the way people talk, and it naestso among men as long as there are classes and
ranks. Descended from the King of kings, each d@sta lineage before which the pedigrees of psince
grow stale and humble. He that is “begotten agaio a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus €hri
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from the dead,”—he that is born of the Spirit ofdsehe into whom God has infused His own nature—
he is honorable by birth, in a sense which nonedisipute. Not by blood, but by the new birth which
comes from the Spirit of God, every child of Godrnade both precious and honorable.

Next, we become honorable by quossessiondpor men pay honor to those who become million-
aires and are immensely rich. Alas, the gains naae lbeen dishonorably made, and then the honor that
comes of wealth is a stench in the nostrils of goae and angels. But, brethren, our wealth thag&te
by our new birth is such that we are richer thanwiealthiest of worldlings, and must in consequdree
honored. Paul says, “All things are yours—whetlméngs present, or things to come, or life, or death
all are yours, and you are Christ’s, and Chrisbagl's.” What an estate is that which belongs taeve
heir of heaven, for we are “heirs of God, and jeirs with Christ,” and thus we become indeed hon-
orable.

Yes and the child of God, becomes honorabl&itk. To be a child of God is to occupy a rank sur-
passing all human dignity. A child of God is a ‘fpre of the blood imperial,” | was about to say, tilt
better than that, he is a prince of the divine,lmeis a child of God. No dignity can excel tlige who
is a child of God has a rank which he could nothwtis change though all the empires in the world
should lie at his feet to tempt him with their g

Beloved, we then become ennobled byrelationship When a person is related to some great man,
he has a degree of honor reflected upon him. It bealyy marriage that the relationship is madejthat
all the same. Honor comes with honorable connestiSimce, then, we are related to God by the apirit
al birth, and united to Christ by the spiritual nege, we are partakers of the honor of God ouidsav
Beloved, we are now the sons of God, and it do¢s/etoappear what we shall be, but we know that
when Jesus shall appear we shall be like Him. Jestthe first-born among many brethren,” and e a
the younger brethren are all honorable.

We are honorable salling, for He “has made us kings and priests unto our,Gaotl these among
men are the most noteworthy of all callings, nor@erhonorable than priests and kings of God’s own
making. By divine grace we have become honorablehlayacter,for the Lord has sanctified His people
and made them to love that which is good and rigihd, to forsake that which is evil. By His graceyth
shall no longer bear the fruits of the flesh, Ing truits of the Spirit shall be in them and abquarttl so,
being honorable according to God’s calling, thegllshecome honorable by a conversation agreeing
therewith. Theirs is an honorallite, they live for an honorable purpose, they are genekl by an hon-
orable spirit, they are wending their way throughh@norable destiny on earth to glory and honor and
immortality and life eternal. Therefore may thejoree that God has made them honorable.

The lesson to be learned from it is, do not Igt @mld of God be bashful, shamefaced, and cowardly
in the presence of men of the world. It become®use lowly and meek with all humbleness of mind,
but not with any kind of meanness, so that we wdlaliler the great, or cringe before the poweriMke
are greater than they, for they know not the Lard] he is greatest who knows best the Great Ong. Wh
should we fear their threats? Who are we that weellshbe afraid of a man that must die? Who are we?
We ought to feel ourselves to be too honorabletw the son of man who is crushed before the moth.
“Princes did sit and speak against me,” said Datjdt | declined not from Your statutes.” Who are
princes? If they speak against God’s children, thegak against those who are more honorable than
they. They revile their superiors, compared witlowiey are but mimic monarchs. Do not therefore go
about with the bearing of a menial, but with the afi a king. | would like to walk as Abraham did
among men. He was every inch a king, the sons ¢ Eleuld do no other than respect the princely pa-
triarch. Poor Jacob is often beggarly with his laarg and his tricks; he cuts a sorry figure as Gmeqh
with his majestic grandfather, the Father of théhfal. Abraham so trusts his God that he is thaein
pendent man everywhere, he lends, but be doesanaiviy he is the head, and not the tail. When he
stands before the king of Sodom, how more thanl fogabearing! The king would give him the spoils
which were, indeed, justly his according to thedasfwar, but he replies, “I will not take fromlar¢ad
even to a shoelace, lest you should say, | haveerAladam rich.” The child of God is too honorable to
take what other people would take, if thereby heldatain his dignity. He may often feel it unbecom
ing his dignity to do that which is lawful. He m#herefore choose a more excellent way. Lions vatl n
be found stealing little bits of meat like catsfeeding on carrion like dogs. It is not for eagiehawk
for flies, and it is not for children of God to sfpbelow the glorious level of their new birth. fi§e you
were precious in My sight, you have been honoraka, you right honorable, take care to act honora-
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bly. My brethren, we do not wish to be called “reared” any one of us, but God has called us honora-
ble, and it would be a fairer title by far for uswear. Reverence, surely, we can never claim,libat
longs but to one. But if He calls us “honorableyeinture at least to call you “right honorable.’yGu
right honorable, always live as right honorable. i@t let us hear of you that you spoke in a fit, tfeat
is to act like a spoiled child. One of God’s horimyeain a passion, uttering burning words! This will
never do. One of God'’s children doubting God, dfttai trust his heavenly Father, and trying bydittl
tricks of trade to get on, instead of being honkssthis a conversation such as becomes the holaseho
faith? Is not this the reverse of what becomesTusste is one that cannot forgive his brother, & th
seemly? He will not speak to his friend becausgoofie small offense, is that honorable? Some tleat pr
fess to be God’s children seem to think it a pagitess to be a Christian. Brethren, think notHawe
a high idea of what a Christian ought to be, arh hray the Spirit of God to raise you up to itydiu
have been called a king in the eternal covenaptay that you may be anointed to your office with a
horn of oil by the divine Spirit, that about yolete may be regal qualities such as become a kimbaa
sacrificial life such as befits a priest, for Gakhndeed made you to be a king and a priest umo H

IIl. Be of good cheer, then, as you pass on to the poimat. “Since you were precious in My sight,
you have been honorable, AND | HAVE LOVED YOU.”

Ever since the Lord has manifested Himself to yé@,has loved you manifestly. He has not only
told you of His love in the secret of your soult Ible has publicly acted in love to you. | desireiyo
get that truth fully into your mind. Ever since ttime of your conversion—yes, and long before that—
ever since He loved you, He has acted in love ta yOh, but | have been very ill, frequently bouod
my couch, and my bed has been as painful to miecagih it were of red-hot iron.” Yes, yes, but Hs ha
loved you, and put you to that pain to glorify Hetfsand to benefit you by preparing you to receive
more of His love, and to manifest more of it toesth “Since you were precious in My sight, | have
loved you.” Is there not a well of delight in tregsurance? “Oh, but | have been in the dark asyto m
Lord. I have not walked in the light of His coundéeice, and He has hidden Himself from me. | have had
many questions in my conscience as to my condheiore Him.” Just so, because He loved you He
would not let you be happy unless you were in htrgjate before Him, and He has put you in the dark
because you were not fit to be in the light. Heelbwou, and He saw you to be a naughty child, and
therefore He resolved that you must be put in treer. The Father could not smile, for to be smdad
by God when we are indulging in sin would be a edosus, and not a blessing. Our Father lovesas to
much to let us be at ease in sin. Will you trygmember that the Lord has loved you and kept oimdpv
you all these years, and He has never thought Eving thought towards you nor has He done an un-
loving action towards you in any shape or form.Hds looked out for wise ways in which to exhibisHi
love to you, and He has done the very best for ymihas loved you infinitely; His whole heart has
been set upon you. The eyes of the Lord run tofemthroughout all the earth to show Himself strong
on the behalf of them whose heart is perfect tow&ton. God loves you as much as if there were not
another saint for Him to love. Can you believe th@&od puts the center of His love in Christ, and if
there is any other center of His love, you ard,ineécause God is a circle whose center is evengyhe
and whose circumference is nowhere, and you and keach one of us may thus be the actual center of
the love of God in Christ Jesus. Although theretarethousand times ten thousand of my brethren for
God to love, He does not mean to love me any & I¢1 have so many to love, | must cut my haart
pieces, but His great heart is so capacious thaivés the whole of it to you and the whole obithie.
Even as the Father loved the Son, so He does Is/pddple. Jesus says, “As the Father has loved Me,
so have | loved you. Continue you in My love.” ¥daving you now. The great Father is looking down
upon you with infinite delight and boundless affectat this instant. Cheer up, then! Cheer up! Let
nothing distress you. Did | hear you complainingttyou are all alone? Are your father and your raoth
dead? Perhaps years ago. The friends that youldesreliving with have been taken away, and you are
friendless and alone. Some of us, who have gotiddlmlife, or past it, see our dear old friendsngao
heaven in flocks. We sometimes wonder what we slwafbr friends when we grow old ourselves, if we
are spared. But that is a sweet word, “When yotlrefaand your mother forsake you, then the Lord wil
take you up.” “Even to your old age | am He, andreto hoar hairs will | carry you: | have made, &nd
will bear; even | will carry, and will deliver yduls God, thus loving us? Then it is enough. Lefals
back upon that love and say, “Your love, my Logdail | can desire.”
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Well, now, if God loves us so, shall we not lovenidl Awake, O heart that sleeps! Awake, awake,
and give back to God all the love of which you eapable. And shall we not love poor sinners for
Christ’'s sake? Shall we not try to love them to 8avior? The greatest converting power in the world
next to the Holy Spirit, is the power of human lolkéen are never saved by scolding, and an angry
preacher is not likely to bring many to a loving/l®a. We must love sinners so much that they mast b
saved, or we will break our hearts. When we gethtéd, God will make us to be instruments in His
hands of gathering in His chosen. Let us turn fld@mes of love. Oh, to be transmuted! Someone said,
“What is Basil?” and then he dreamed that he salar of light and heard a voice saying, “This is
Basil.” Oh that we might be, in character, like tiag and shining lights, and may our light and fee
love to God and love to men. Surely He that hasemadprecious in His sight, and made us honorable,
and loved us so, deserves that, for His sake weldlym out and seek His lost precious ones andjbrin
in the dishonorable, that they may be honorabld.i#f written “I have loved you,” let us feel therce
of heavenly love, and serve the Lord with gladness.

Now, poor souls, you that have had no share ithaltext, you may have a share in it. Is theng an
one here who is empty? Christ has come on purmosik him. Is there a soul here that is hungryeaft
God and salvation? Then it is written, “He hasetilithe hungry with good things, but the rich He has
sent empty away.” Sinners are scarce articles. “Y\you say, “they are common as blackberries.” Yes,
those that will say they are sinners, but those tuhlg feel that they are sinners are very scaf#csin-
ner is a sacred thing; the Holy Spirit has made $omHe that really knows his sinnership is redeeme
by Christ. He is the man that Christ came to skleeis the man to whom infinite blessings belong.idie
the man who may lift up his heart unto God and iresiesus. You blind eyes, Christ came to open you.
You prisoners, Christ came to set you free. Youdgims-nothings, you ungodly ones, you sinful, you
that have no good thing in yourselves, but are @esg at the gates of hell, “unto you is the waoifd
this salvation sent.” Christ has come to save sscyou are. For proud Pharisees, Christ has notHiag
came “not to call the righteous, but sinners tergance.” He came not to fill the full, they wanhnot,
nor did He come to heal the healthy, they needtit But He comes to save you that have no goodjthin
about you—that have no good feelings within youuYbat have no broken hearts, He comes to give
you broken hearts. You that have no faith, He cotaagve you faith. You that have no repentance, He
comes to give you repentance—

“True belief and true repentance,

Every grace that brings you nigh!

Without money,

Come to Jesus Christ and buy.”
And oh, what a surprise it will be for you to hédis Spirit saying to you by and by, “Because | ldve
you before the world was—because | had chosen yaecatise | had determined to save you, because
you were precious in My sight, therefore you aradrable, and | have loved you. Come and rejoice in
Me.”

God help you to do so, for Jesus’ sake, Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ISAIAH 42, 43 (PART).
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—735, 242, 731.
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