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“And when they saw Him, they were amazed: and Histirer said unto Him, Son, why have You thus dealt
with us? Behold, Your father and | have sought Ysarrowing. And He said unto them, How is it that
you sought Me? Know you not that | must be about Mgther’s business?”
Luke 2:48, 49.

THESE words are very interesting because theyhardinst recorded utterances of our divine Lord.
No doubt He said much that was very admirable wyekea child, but the Holy Spirit has not seertdit
record anything except these two questions, astiédch us that childhood should be retiring and-mo
est—a stage of preparation rather than of obsenaWe hear little of a holy child, for modestyas
precious part of its character. We ought thereforgive all the more earnest heed to these wormls, b
cause they stand at the very forefront of our Letdaching, and are in some respects the announteme
of His whole life. Spoken as they were, at tweleang of age, we may regard them as the last wdrds o
His childhood and the first words of His youth. idgust passing away from the time in which He doul
be called a child into that in which He becomedhmeastern clime, where men ripen faster thas, laer
young man, a son of the law, fit to sit among thetdrs in the temple, and to be instructed by thEme.
early days of youth are very perilous, for theis ithat the rest of life is often shaped. Happderd, is
he who so early begins with God, and chooses abusimess the service of the Lord. If all our youth
had the same mind which was in Christ Jesus, whderece we should have that the Spirit of God had
been working upon our children, and was now abmspeak through our youth.

| suppose that these words must have come inte’tuospel through Mary herself. How otherwise
could the evangelist have known that, “they undedtnot the saying which He spoke unto them,” or
that Mary “kept all these sayings in her heart’?rimavidently narrates the words of the holy child,
words which she had pondered again and again.r8asured up for us the gems which dropped from
Jesus’ lips. She tells us that this saying, sinipdeigh it seems to be, was not fully understodaeeiby
herself or by His reputed father, Joseph, andmatk you, we are told expressly that Mary “kept all
these sayings in her heart.” When you cannot guith into your understandings, yet lay it up iruyo
affections. If there is anything in God’s word wiits exceedingly difficult, do not therefore rejéict
but rather preserve it for future study. In a fathéalk with his child there must be a good déwiltithe
child cannot fully comprehend. If he is a wise dHike will seize upon the very thing he does noteund
stand and treasure it for future use, expecting ltgat will spring out of it by and by. Be not amg
those who say that they will limit their faith blgetir understanding. It is probable that you wil/éa
narrow faith if it is so, or else you will have ade conceit. For a proud conceit alone can makieeds
lieve that we are able to understand even one-fganthof what God has revealed. No, | will go ferth
although we may understand enough to be savedebiruth, yet the full depth of truth are understood
by no man, and if, therefore, we make it the roldirhit our faith by our understanding, we shalvba
an extremely limited range of faith. No, let usasere up these things. Let us highly prize theae di
monds, which can only be cut by diamonds. Let uspuaib them aside because they are difficult, for it
may be one index of their genuineness that theg@r&Ve are grateful that the Spirit of God haggiv
us this first word of our Lord Jesus, and we laveadne the less because it is a deep word. Weare n
surprised that even as a child the Son of God dghgiuk forth mysterious sayings. Do you wonder that
there should be much in Scripture which you camoobprehend, when even the first words of Christ
when He is yet a boy is not understood—no, not tstded by those who had nursed Him, who had
lived with Him the whole twelve years, and consetlyeknew His mode of speech and the peculiarities
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of His youthful language. If even Mary and Josephribt understand, who am 1, that | should forever
be saying, “I must understand this or | will notease it"? No, if we understand it not, yet will ikeep

all these sayings in our hearts, for we have ttisaatage, that the Holy Spirit is now given, by w&o0
teaching we understand things which were hiddem fifee wisest saints of old.

Beloved friends, how great and full of meaning whas first word which seems so simple, the long-
er you look into it, the more you will be astonidret its fullness. Only superficiality and ignoranaill
think it plain, but the closest student will be tm®st astonished with the profundity of its meaning
Stier, to whom | am much indebted for thoughts uphos subject, calls this text “the solitary flowaut
of the enclosed garden of thirty years.” What feeqge it exhales! It is a bud, but how lovely! Inigt
the utterance of His ripe manhood, but the quesifddis youth, yet this half-opened bud discovess d
licious sweets and delightful colors worthy of @amiring meditation.

We might call these questions of Jesus the prgopbieklis character, and the program of His life. In
this our text, He set before His mother all thatddene into the world to do, revealing His high éoftly
nature and disclosing His glorious errand. Thisgas one of those which Luther would call Hidditt
Bibles, with the whole gospel compressed into ihatf | compare it to the perfume of roses, of ebhi
a single drop might suffice to perfume nations ages? It would not be possible to overrate these
“beautiful words! Wonderful words! Wonderful words life!” Who, then, am | that | should venture to
take such a text? | do not take it with any prospédeing able to unveil all its meaning, but nigte
let you see how unfathomable it is. Emmanuel, GdHd us, speaks divinely while yet in His youth. The
words of THE WORD surpass all others. May the $piriGod open them to us.

| shall handle the text thus; first, herehg holy child’s perceptiorsecondlythe holy child’s home,
thirdly, the holy child’s occupatiorand fourthly,the holy child’s lesson to any of us who may bé&-see
ing Him.

|. Here we see THE HOLY CHILD’S PERCEPTION. Noticesfj that He evidently perceived most
clearlyHis high relationshipMary said, “Your father and | have sought Youreaing.” The child Je-
sus had been known to call Joseph His father, nbtdand Joseph was His father in the common belief
of those around about Him. We read in referenceutoLord even at thirty years of age these words—
“Being, as was supposed, the son of Joseph.” Thyechdd does not deny it, but He looks over thadhe
of Joseph, and He brings before His mother's mmatteer Father. “Know you not that | must be about
My Father’s business?” He does not explain thisnggybut it is evident enough that He remembered
then, the wonderful relationship which existed kew His humanity and the great God, for He was not
conceived after the ordinary manner, but He hadecomno the world in such a fashion that it was gaid
Mary, “That holy thing which shall be born of yoladl be called the Son of God.” In a still highense
and as a divine being, He claimed filial relatiapshith the Most High, but here, no doubt, He sgeak
as a man, and as a man He calls God, “My Fathief’ a higher fashion than we can do, because ®f Hi
mysterious birth.

You notice that all through His life He never saBod, “Our Father,” although He bids us do so. We
are children of the same family, and when we prayave to say, “Our Father which are in heaven,” but
our Lord Jesus has still a filial relationship mepecial than ours and therefore to God He saydisn
own account, “My Father.” He expressly claims fssonal relationship for Himself, and | am sure we
do not grudge Him that relationship, for upon it own relationship to the Father depends. Becawse H
is the Son of the Highest, therefore we enter iheofilial relationship with the Eternal One, aadiog
to our capacity. Jesus the child perceived thatveg the Son of the Highest, and with all the sioigyli
of childhood He declared the secret to His motiwaig already knew how true it was. Brethren, this ho
ly child’s perception should be an instruction 8 Do you and | often enough and clearly enough per
ceive that God is our Father too? Do we not oftgrupon the hypothesis that we are not relateditio, H
or that we are orphans, and that our Father indre@éssrdead? Do you not catch yourselves sometimes
departing from under the influence of the spiritagioption and getting into the spirit of indeperaien
and so of waywardness and sin? This will neverLgb.us learn from this blessed One that as He early
perceived His high and eminent relationship toFRhather, so ought we to do, even though we may be
nothing more than children in grace. We ought tovkrand to value beyond all expression our sonship
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with the great Father who is in heaven. In truik truth should override every other, and we shduéd
and move and act under the consciousness of oug be children of God. O Holy Spirit, teach ussthi

This holy child next, perceivetthe constraints of this relationshiple says, “Know you not that |
mustbe about My Father’s business?” Write that “MUST tapital letters. It is the first appearing of an
imperious “must” which swayed the Savior all aloMge find it written of Him that, “He must go
through Samaria,” and He Himself said, “I must prethe kingdom of God,” and again to Zaccheus, ‘I
must abide in your house,” and again, “I must wibik works of Him that sent Me.” “The Son of man
must suffer many things, and be rejected of thersltd “The Son of man must be lifted up.” “It be-
hooved Christ to suffer.” As a son He must learadince by the things which He suffered. This First
born among many brethren must feel all the drawwfgdis sonship—the sacred instincts of the holy
nature, therefore He must be about His Father'sbas. Now | put this to you again, for | want ® b
practical all along. Do you and | feel this divifleust” as we ought? Is necessity laid upon us, ywes
laid upon us unless we serve our divine FatherwBever feel a hungering and a thirsting after Him,
so that we must draw near to Him, and must contéigdiouse, and approach His feet, and must speak
with Him, and must hear His voice, and must beldila face to face? We are not truly subdued to the
son-spirit unless it is so. But when our sonshiglidimve become our master idea, then shall thigeli
necessity be felt by us also, impelling us to seekFather’'s face. As the sparks fly upward todée-
tral fire, so we must draw near unto God, our FHaéimel our all.

This holy child also perceivetie forgetfulness of Mary and Joseph, and He wattiéte sees that
His mother and Joseph do not perceive His loftthkand the necessities arising out of it, and Ha-wo
ders. “How is it,” He says, in a childlike way, “Mas it that you sought Me? Know you not that | inus
be about My Father’'s business?” He is astonishatlttiey do not recognize His sonship, that they do
not perceive that God is His Father. Does not Marjember the angel's word at the Annunciation?
Did she not know how He was born, and remembemiisterious relationship to God? Of course she
did, but she was a woman, and as a woman she haédnthis child, and she had brought Him up, and
therefore she began to forget the mystery whichosaded Him, in the sweet familiarities with which
she had been indulged, and so she has to be raaideby her child’s wonder that she should have
forgotten that He was the Son of the Highest. Hauethose perceptions, dear children of God? Do you
not often wonder why men do not know that you aohidd of God? Have you sometimes spoken, and
they have smiled at you as if you were idioticamdtical, and you have thought to yourself, “WHat?
they not know how a child of God should speak, hod a child of God should act?” “Therefore the
world knows us not, because it knew Him not."—

“Tis no surprising thing,

That we should be unknown;

The Jewish world knew not their King,

God’s everlasting Son.”
The spiritual man is not understood, He is a wonoio many. Marvel not, my brethren, if carnal men
do not understand you. Yes, even your own brethregdhrist—those who do love your Father—have
sometimes been astonished at you when you havebady acting simply out of your own renewed
heart. Many Christians get so stilted that theyranelike children at home. They act more like sg@rs
or hired servants in the Father’'s house, who hagadenough and to spare, but yet never can talk as
the children do. Few let their hearts flow out wiliat holy fearlessness, that sweet familiarity alhi
becomes a child of God. Why, if you and | went dlibe world under the full possession of this idea,
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God,” | have noldave would act in such a way that the mass, even
of professors, would be amazed at us, and we sheusidill more amazed at their amazement and aston-
ished at their astonishment. If we only acted asrmermost nature would dictate to us, what mamher
persons we would be! So this holy child perceivesl glorious sonship, perceived the constraintdef t
sonship working within Him, and perceived that Haents did not comprehend His feelings.

The child Jesus began also to perceive leapersonally had a work to dand so He said, “Know
you not that | must be about My Father’s busines#®’had been twelve years silent, but now the shad-
ow of the cross began to fall upon Him, and He &elittle of the burden of His lifework. He percess
that He has not come here merely to work in a cagos shop, or to be a peasant child at Nazakégh.
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has come here to vindicate the honor of God, teesdHis people, to save them from their sins, and t
lead an army of blood-washed ones up to the thobtige great Father above, and therefore, He dexlar
that He has a higher occupation than Mary and Josap understand. Yet He must go back to the home
at Nazareth, and for 18 years He must do His Fatlhersiness by, as far as we read, doing nothing in
the way of public ministry. He must do His Fathdrissiness by hearing the Father, in secret, so that
when He comes out He may say to His disciples, tlhgs which | have heard of My Father | have
made known unto you.” So great a lesson had Heachtthat He must spend another eighteen years in
learning it fully and God must open His ear, andale®n Him morning by morning to hear as an in-
structed one, that afterwards He may come forthieaeher of Israel, the Lord and Master of apostles
and evangelists. Beloved, | come back to the gralgtioint again. Have you with your sonship obtdine

a vivid perception of your call and your work? Ybave not redemption set before you to accomplish,
but you have to make known that redemption faraitt. As God has given to Christ power over all
flesh that He may give eternal life to as manyhasHather has given Him, so has Jesus given yoempow
over such and such flesh, and there are some smibild who never will receive eternal life except
through you. It is appointed that from your lipgyhshall hear the gospel; it is ordained in thengivde-
cree that through your instrumentality they shalldoought into the kingdom of God. It is time tigati

and I, who perhaps have reached thirty, fortyy fdt sixty years, should now bestir ourselves amngd s
“Know you not that | must be up and doing my Fatheusiness?” David had to wait till he heard the
sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trelesyou not hear the sound of a goimgyv? Are there

not signs and indications that you must work thi @fi Him that sent you, and must finish His work?
The night comes wherein no man can work. Up, thean,children of God, and following the holy child
Jesus, begin to ask this question, “Know you nat tlmust be about my Father’s business?”

These were the perceptions of this holy child. t@dt they may come strong upon us in our own
smaller way. May we perceive that we are born ofi. @day we perceive the Spirit within us whereby
we cry, “Abba, Father.” May we have a wondermeat ththers do not understand the calls and urgen-
cies of our condition, and may we have such a sehesar high calling as to proceed at once to lulfi
as God, the Holy Spirit, shall help us.

II. We shall now think of THE HOLY CHILD’S HOME. Heredm obliged to amend our version,
and | am certain that the correction is itself eotr | am all the more strengthened in this opirben
cause the Revised Version endorses the emendahais how they read it, “Know you not that | must
be in My Father’'s house?” That may not be verbakgct, but it is the true sense. It should run thus
“Know you not that | must be in My Father’'s?” Thaseno word for “house.” But in almost all lan-
guages “house” is understood. You know how we comynsay to one another, “I am going down to
my father’s,” or “I shall spend the evening at ngpther’'s.” Everybody knows that we mean “house,”
and that is just how the Greek here runs. “Know yot that | must be in My Father’s?” It means
“house.” That must be the first and primary mearohg@. The text says nothing of business, unless w
understand it to be included as a matter of cowisee we may be sure that Jesus would not bandle
His Father’s, for He said, “My Father works hitlegrand | work.” Observe that the question of Mary
was, “Why have You thus dealt with us? Behold Y&ather and | have sought You sorrowing.” The
answer is, “Know you not that | must be in My Fathénouse?” That is plainly a complete answer, and
therein strikes you as more natural than a referémdusiness. If Jesus had only said, “Know you no
that | must be about My Father’s business?” it waubt have been any guide to them as to where He
would be, because all His life He was about Hih'&&$ business, but He was not always in the temple
He was about His Father’s business when He satdyvell and talked to the woman of Samaria, and
about His Father’s business when He trod the watéise Sea of Galilee. He might be anywhere and
yet be about His Father’s businebsit the natural answer to the question was, “How that you
sought Me? Know you not that | must be in My Fath@ouse?” Let us read the passage thus, and see
the child’s home.

Where should Jesus be butHis Father’'s dwelling place? doubt not that with desire He had de-
sired to eat that passover when He should get twvblwe years old, and be old enough to go up ® Hi
Father’s house. He looked upon the temple as Wemtipe time the residence of God, where He mani-
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fested Himself in an unusual degree, and so tHis dtold looked upon those walls and courts with de
light as His Father’s house. It seemed most nator&élim that when He reached the place He should
stay there. He had never really been at home hei@azareth was the place where He was brought up,
but Jerusalem’s Temple was on earth His true hompieture to my mind how that blessed child loved
the placewhere His Father was worshippede would stand and gaze on the lambs and thedisllo
that were slain in sacrifice, understanding muchrevabout them, though a child, than you or | do,
though we are grown up. It must have been, all wdadd to Him as a child—I speak not of Him as
God—it must have been all marvelous to Him and hemperesting. When the psalms went up, how
He sang them with His sweet youthful voice! He saithin Himself, “I must sing praises unto My Fa-
ther.” When the solemn prayers were uttered, anti¢ded them, there were none as devout as He as He
heard the people worship His Father in heavems. tibuiching to think of Him in His Father’s palatte

was greater than the temple, and yet a youth.

It was His Father’s house in a special sense Isecauhe temple did everything speak of God’s glo-
ry, and everything there was meant for God’s wqrshiwas His Father’s house, too, in the sense tha
there His Father’s work went off it had not been for the sin which had turnsdia the Rabbis and the
priests from the faithful following of God, the Teie was the place out of which God’s power went
forth. “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, Gbds shined.” There, too, His Father’s truth was pro
claimed, and His ordinances were celebrated. Theple was the center of the great Husbandman’s
farm. It was the homestead from which all the wosks&ent forth to till the fields of Christ's own Fa
ther.

It was there especially to Him thidis Father's name was taughtle speedily made His way away
from the place of sacrifice to that of teachingacsfice and offering You did not desire,” but awdg
went to the doctors. This thoughtful, spiritualldhivanted to know about everything sacred, and so H
took His place among the learners, and the teashers astonished when this new, “child of the law”
put to them questions which showed that He muse tlaeught vastly more than any other person in the
temple. When these inquiries were answered theg Wwet the predecessors of a whole army of other
guestions, for He wanted to know more. They wer@zed that such inquiries should come from a
youthful mind. In return they put questions to yloaith, and He answered well, for He had a remaekabl
mind, and His mother had taught Him the preciousdwso that He had the law and the prophets at His
fingertips. No doubt He quoted in His answers,dagings of Isaiah or of Jeremiah, and utterly asieu
ed the doctors as they perceived that He saw deephe holy words. Now, to be practical again,rdea
friends, where should be our home as God’s chiltwgnin our Father's house? Do you think we have
enough of the child spirit about us to feel thighoéw you not that | must be in my Father's house?”
That house is His church. Among the faithful He tisvé he saints of God are built together for aihab
tation of God through the Spirit. Let me be oftemomg His people, for | must be in my Father’s house
Ought not I, must | not, shall | not, if | am indkea child of God, love to be where God is worshgspe
Will not the hymns of God’s house charm me? Will tiee prayers of God’s people delight me? Shall |
not be eager to be at the prayer meetings of tinés8aShall | not rejoice to join in their praisé?ll not
my soul be delighted to be at the table of communeémd everywhere else where God has appointed to
be worshipped by His saints? Shall | not love eydage where God’s work is going on? If | hear the
gospel preached shall | not say, “Let me be thetetRere is tract distribution from house to house
shall | not say, “I, too, will take a district ifdan”? If there is Sunday school work, shall | aot, “Let
me have a class according to my ability? Let me talshare in this holy enterprise”? “Know you not
that | must be at my Father's? In my Father's wamkl in my Father’s house engaged in all my Father’s
concerns?” Should not this compulsion, blessed ssmglet and irresistible, continually be upon us? |
must be where God is. If | am not with His peopéeduse | am detained by sickness, yet | must be in
my Father’s house. There are many mansions ingtieait house on earth as well as in heaven, and we
can be with God in the streets, and in His housenmkorking in the field. But we must be in our Fa-
ther's house; we cannot bear to be away from Gods lof communion is loss of peace, loss of delight.
Oh, crave fellowship with God, be covetous of ibve everything that keeps you to it; hate everghin
that leads you from it. Rise early to commune v@ibd, before the smoke of earth obscures the face of
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heaven. Sit up late to commune with God, while dawesfalling all around. If you can do nothing else
deny yourself rest, and wake in the night to comenwith God your Father. Shall not a child love to
speak with his Father, and hear his Father spehk® It must be so; it will be so; it cannot hblging

so with you if you feel the child-spirit strong Wit you as our blessed Lord and Master did wheriLBut
years of age.

[Il. Consider, thirdly, THE HOLY CHILD’S OCCUPATION. Atfiough | object to its being the cor-
rect reading, “Know you not that | must be about Father’'s business?”—yet we know that this holy
child would not be in His Father’s house as anridie would be sure to be in the Father's hougéen
sense of being one of the workers in it. Our Fash®ouse is a business house, and therefore webaust
in our Father’'s business when we are at our Fah&hat is the word. Though the translation which
mentions business may be a questionable one, igeilitundantly lawful to say that this holy childs-
cupation was to be about His Father’s matters. Whah, did He do?

First,He spent His time in learning and inquirintHow | pant to be doing good,” says some young
man. You are right, but you must not be impati&d.among the teachers, and learn a bit. You cannot
teach yet, for you do not know, go and learn bejane think of teaching. Hot spirits think that thaye
not serving God when they are learning, but in they err. Beloved, Mary at Jesus’ feet was com-
mended rather than Martha, cumbered with much eariBut,” says one, “we, ought not, to be always
hearing sermons.” No, | do not know that any of wwe. “We ought to get to work at once,” cries an-
other. Certainly you ought, after you have firsirleed what the work is. But if everybody that is1-co
verted begins to teach, we shall soon have a mfeksresies and many raw and undigested dogmas
taught which will rather do damage than good. Roessenger, run! The King’'s business requires haste.
No, rather pause a little. Have you any tidingselt? First learn your message, and then run dsafas
you please. There must be time for learning thesages If our blessed Lord waited thirty years, $le i
an example to eager persons who can scarcely lwayt iminutes. See how fast light things will tréve
How eager are those to speak who know nothing! Bwift to speak what they do not know, and to tes-
tify what they have never seen. This comes notisflem, but is the untimely fruit of folly.

| have heard it said that Dissenters do not gbeo chapels for worship, but for hearing sermadns.
is not true. But if it were, | beg to say that hegrsermons may be one of the most divine formsat
ship out of heaven, for in hearing the gospel a&hauld be heard, every sacred passion is broaght i
play, and every power of our renewed manhood isemtacbow before the Majesty on high. Faith by
embracing the promise, love by rejoicing in it, Bdpy expecting its fulfillment—all worship when the
theme is some gracious word of the Most High. THbugemory, understanding, emotion, all are exer-
cised. | do not know that | have ever worshipped Getter than when | have heard a humble, simple-
minded man tell out the story of the cross andigfown conversion. With the tears running down my
eyes | have heard the gospel and adored the IBodywho has sent it among men. | have so seldom the
privilege of hearing a sermon that, when | do,atasions an intense delight which | can scarcely de
scribe, and | then draw nearer to God than in dhgreexercise. | suppose it is so with you, at iaatg,
it would be so if the preaching were what it oughbe. True hearing begets worship. This holy child
was about His Father's business when He was siaghing questions and learning of the appointed
teachers. In fact, we need to do more of this kihdusiness. We are meager, lean, and weak, because
we are frothing at the mouth with talking too mumfore we have drank in the truth into our inmost
souls. Remember, the good matter cannot come ouduwif it has never gone into you, and if you have
no time for receiving instruction, the matter whimdmes out of you will be of little worth.

This holy child is about His Father’s business, Hie is engrossed in itlis whole heart is in the
hearing and asking questions. There is a forceyytonind, in the Greek, which is lost in the tratiska,
which drags in the wordabout.” There is nothing parallel to it in the Greek, whis, “Know you not
that | must be in my Father's?” The way to wors@ipd is to get heartily into it. “Blessed is the man
whose strength is in You; in whose heart are Yoaysw’ We say, sometimes, when preaching, “I felt
that | got fairlyinto the subject,” and you yourselves know when theger is really gettingto it.
Often he is paddling about on the shore of his, temtl possibly he wades into it up to his ankles, B
oh, when he plunges into the “rivers to swim im&m you have grand times. When the precious truth
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has fairly carried him off his feet, you take a ¢hexatoo, and swim likewise. Our Lord, when He went
into the temple, became engrossed with its worahigteaching, and that was His answer to Mary. He
did as good as say, “Know you not that | was alesibh My Father's? | did not know you were gone, |
forgot all about you. Know you not that My soul wasMy Father's? | was so taken up with what | was
learning from the doctors and what | was seeinthentemple that | could not but remain. Did you not
know that? Did you not also become absorbed?” ldmsdo think they might have been as interested as
He, and they would have been if they bad borneséimee relation to God as He did. It is natural vt
should become engrossed in our worship. | shoutdwamder if sometimes we were a little rude to
those who sat next to us, or moved about a litibeenthan etiquette would suggest, or vented our fee
ings in involuntary expressions, and became tr@dpie to those next us in the pews, so that thely sai
“What can be the matter with these people?” Friemgs have got into the holy engagement, and we
cannot quite govern ourselves, and we feel as itowdd say to you, “Know you not that | must be in
my Father’'s work, worship, and truth?” We cannothla¢f-hearted. We are too happy for that. We are
carried clean away. Do you not know that we car@proper and calm, for we must be all taken up
with our holy service™?

Besides, the holy child declares that He wader a necessitip be in it. “Know you not thatmust
be in My Father's?” He could not help Himself. Giircould never be a half-hearted pupil or a luke-
warm worshipper. It was not possible for Him tothat. He must get absorbed in it, drawn right i
blessed whirlpool, He must be lost in it, and dgiis whole thought and attention to it, and He telis
mother so. “Know you not thatrhustbe about My Father’s business?” Other things didimerest the
holy child, but this thing absorbed Him. You kndwetstory of Alexander, that when the Persian ambas-
sadors came to his father’s court, little Alexandsked them many questions, but they were notl at al
such as boys generally think of. He did not askihe describe to him the throne of ivory, nor tleag-
ing gardens of Babylon, nor anything as to the goug apparel of the king. But he asked what weapons
the Persians used in battle, in what form they heacand how far it was to their country, for tley b
Alexander felt the man Alexander within him, andha& presentiments that he was the man who would
conquer Persia and show them another way of fightwat would make them turn their backs before
him. It is a singular parallel to the case of thddcJesus, who is taken up with nothing but wisatlis
Father’s, because it was for Him to do His Fathewsk, and to live for His Father’s glory, and txee
cute His Father’s purpose even to the last.

IV. Let us, lastly, learn THIS HOLY CHILD’'S SPECIAL LEE®DN TO THOSE OF US WHO ARE
SEEKERS. Do | address any children of God who hasesight of Christ? It does happen at times that
we miss the holy child, and it happens most oftGeemwe are happy in company, and so are taken off
from Him. Mary and Joseph were, no doubt, delighdth the festival, and so they forgot Jesus. You
and I, when in God’s house, may forget the Lorthefhouse. Did you never lose Him at His own table?
Did you never lose Him while engaged in His work&vEl you never missed Him even while you were
busy with holy things? When you do, perhaps you saly to Him, “Lord, | have sought You long, |
have been among Your kinsfolk, | have been to daarts of God and spoken to them, and have said,
‘Have you seen Him whom my soul loves, for | haest IHim?™ His answer is, “Why have you sought
Me?” He is not lost to those who long for Him. Catgou trust Him when He is away? He is all right
even when you see Him not. Though He does not asayle, He loves us to the end. If you are not
walking in the light of His countenance, yet yoe &ving in the love of His heart. Jesus sees ybemw
you do not see Him. He has reasons for hiding Hirag@ch are founded in wisdom.

Mark, dearly beloved ones, if you and | want talfour Lord, we know where He is. Do we not? He
is at His Father’s. Let us go unto His Father’'s,ue go to our Father and His Father, and let eslsp
with God and ask Him where Jesus is if we have tistcompany. We may be sure that He is in His
Father’'s work. We are sure of that. Let us go tokwor Him again. Do not let us say, “I feel so ldul
cannot pray.” Now is the time in which we must pr&ut | do not feel as if | could praise Him.” Now
is the time when you must praise Him, and the praigl come while you are praising. At times we
have no heart for holy exercises, and the devi,sdyo not go.” My dear friend, be sure to go ugtie
assembly now, go to get the heart for going. Haxelyegun not to care about prayer meetings? Are you
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going to stay away till you do care about them?nTheu will die in indifference. Come and have an-
other turn at them. Those who are most at them floem best. Does Satan say, with regard to private
prayer, “You have not the spirit of prayer, you st pray’? Tell the devil you are going to pray f
the spirit of prayer, and that you will plead tihu get it. It is a sign of sickness when you carpray,
and surely then you should go to the doctor. Ifedhe ever a time when a man should pray more than
usual, it is when he feels dead and cold in thg bagagement, go and seek Jesus at the Fathet's, an
seek Him in the Father’s work, and those of you Wwhwe lost communion with Him will find it again.
When you take the Sunday school class again thatefo because you said you had had enough of it,
when you go again and preach at the street corneu-hsve not done that lately, when you begin again
to be active in the Lord’s service, then you wilin meet with this blessed One who is about His Fa
ther’s business, whether you are or not.

One more word, and that is to sinners who areisgékhrist. | would not say a word to discourage
any who are seeking Jesus, but | should like tdatgenh far beyond the stage of seeking. Perhapddhe
ly Spirit will help them to do so if | read Christivords to them. “How is it thgu sought ME?” Dear,
dear! That is indeed a turning of things upside mwlo@ur Lord Jesus has come into the world to seek
and to save the lost, and is it not an odd thingmtimose who are lost get to seeking Him? Thatés a
versal of all order. “How is it,” He says, “thgbu soughtMe?” Now, if | this morning am a poor, lost
sinner, and can honestly say | am seeking Chhistetmust be some blunder somewhere! How can this
be? How shall | make heads or tails of it? Hera sheep seeking the shepherd, a lost piece of silve
seeking its owner. How can this be? It will all aamght if you will just think of this, first, thalesus
Christ is not far away. He is in the Father's hol¥¢here is the Father’'s house?” Why, all arountd us
The great Father’s house covers the whole world,ainthe stars; He lives everywhere. He dwells not
in temples made with hands, like this Tabernacteyan cathedral. The Lord God is outside in the
fields, and in the streets, wherever yggekHim. Say not, “Who shall climb to heaven to find or
dive into the deeps to bring Him up?” “The worchsar you.” Here is Christ in the midst of us! What
are you looking for, man? Are you seeking for sapeit of the night, or specter of darkness? An old
man of my acquaintance in great distress was |gofan his spectacles. Dear good man, he could not
have seen if he had not had them on, and he wastpthrough his spectacles and by their aid td fin
them. So, many a soul is looking after Christ by ¢nace which they have received in him. Jesus is
near. Believe in Him. Remember also another thithgt Christ must be about His Father’s business.
And what is His Father’s business? Why, to saveesi This is His great Father’s delight. He igigia
bring His prodigals home. Are you seeking Jesus$ lde could not be found, as if it were hard to mak
Him hear and difficult to win His help? Why, Hehbsisy in saving sinners. Jesus sits on Zion’s H#dl.
receives poor sinners still. Be encouraged andalgga about among your kinsfolk seeking Him, nor
with bitter tears and cries of despair look for Hasif He were hiding from you. He is not far framy
one of us. He stands before you, and He bids yit Him. Look to Him and be saved. Do you look?
You are saved. Go on your way rejoicing. God bless Amen.
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