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“For verily | say unto you, Till heaven and earthgss, one jot or one tittle
shall in no wise pass from the law till all be filled.”
Matthew 5:18.

IT has been said that he who understands the twenemts is a theologian, and this is, no doubt,
true. | may also say that the man who knows thegtive positions of the law and of the gospel has th
keys of the situation in the matter of doctrine eTrelationship of the law to myself, and how it €on
demns me, the relationship of the gospel to myseld, how if | am a believer it justifies me—these a
two points which every Christian man should cleanhgerstand. He should not “see men as trees walk-
ing” in this department, or else he may cause Hinggeat sorrow, and fall into errors which will be
grievous to his heart and injurious to his life. fbom a mingle-mangle of law and gospel, is to keac
that which is neither law nor gospel, but the ojieosf both. May the Spirit of God be our teachaerd
may the Word of God be our lesson book, and theshaé not err.

Very great mistakes have been made about theNatlong ago there were those about us who af-
firmed that the law is utterly abrogated and alba&ds and they openly taught that believers were not
bound to make the moral law the rule of their livahat would have been sin in other men they count-
ed not to be sin in themselves. From such Antinaiara as that may God deliver us. We are not under
the law as the method of salvation, but we deliglgee the law in the hand of Christ, and desi@bty
the Lord in all things. Others have been met withovihave taught that Jesus mitigated and softened
down the law, and they have in effect said thatpisdect law of God was too hard for imperfect lgsin
and therefore God has given us a milder and eaderThese tread dangerously upon the verge of ter
rible error, although we believe that they ardditware of it. Alas, we have met with authors Vhawe
gone much further than this, and have railed ataihe Oh, the hard words that | have sometimes read
against the holy law of God! How very unlike thaskich the apostle used when he said, “The law is
holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and goddw different from the reverent spirit which
made him say— “I delight in the law of God aftee ihward man.” You know how David loved the law
of God, and sang its praises all through the longethe Psalms. The heart of every real Christsan
most reverent towards the law of the Lord. It isf@&, no, it is perfection itself. We believe thae
shall never have reached perfection till we ardegodlly conformed to it. A sanctification which s&p
short of perfect conformity to the law cannot tfutly be called perfect sanctification, for eveack of
exact conformity to the perfect law is sin. May ®yairit of God help us while, in imitation of ouotd
Jesus, we endeavor to magnify the law.

| gather from our text two things upon which | lspeak at this time. The first is thidie law of
God is perpetual;Till Heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tsthall in no wise pass from the law.”
The meaning is that even in the least point it nab&de till it is all fulfilled. Secondly, we penee that
the law must be fulfilledNot “one jot or one tittle shall pass from the/dill all is fulfilled.” He who
came to bring in the gospel dispensation here st He has not come to destroy the law, béulto
fill it.

I. First—THE LAW OF GOD MUST BE PERPETUAL. There is abrogation of it, nor amend-
ment of it. It is not to be toned down or adjustecbur fallen condition, but every one of the Lard’
righteous judgments abides forever. | would urgedhreasons which will establish this teaching.

In the first placeour Lord Jesus declares that He did not come tdislbat. His words are most ex-
act, “Think not that | am come to destroy the lawthe prophets: | am not come to destroy, buuto f
fill.” And Paul tells us with regard to the gosp&Do we then make void the law through faith? God
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forbid: yes, we establish the law” (Rom. 3:31). Tduspel is the means of the firm establishment and
vindication of the law of God.

Jesus did not come to change the law, but He ¢aragplain it, and that very fact shows that it re-
mains, for there is no need to explain that whgchhrogated. Upon one particular point in whichréhe
happened to be a little ceremonialism involved, elgirthe keeping of the Sabbath, our Lord enlarged,
and showed that the Jewish idea was not the traeTdre Pharisees forbade even the doing of works of
necessity and mercy, such as rubbing ears of oosatisfy hunger, and healing the sick. Our Loslde
showed that it was not at all according to the noh&od to forbid these things. In straining ovee t
letter and carrying an outward observance to exdbey had missed the spirit of the Sabbath law,
which suggested works of piety such as truly hallbevday. He showed that Sabbatic rest was not mere
inaction, and He said, “My Father works hithertodd work.” He pointed to the priests who labored
hard at offering sacrifices, and said of them, “Fhiests in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are
blameless.” They were doing divine service, andeweithin the law. To meet the popular error He took
care to do some of His grandest miracles upon #id&h, and though this excited great wrath against
Him, as though He were a law-breaker, yet He dathipurpose that they might see that the Sabbash wa
made for man and not man for the Sabbath, andttlsameant to be a day for doing that which honors
God and blesses men. O, that, men knew how to tkeegpiritual Sabbath by a ceasing from all servile
work, and from all work done for self. The restfath is the true Sabbath, and the service of Gdtie
most acceptable hallowing of the day. Oh that thg were wholly spent in serving God and doing
good! The sum of our Lord’s teaching was that warkaecessity, works of mercy, and works of piety
are lawful on the Sabbath. He did explain the lawhat point and in others, yet that explanatiahret
alter the command, but only removed the rust diti@n which had settled upon it. By thus explagin
the law He confirmed it, He could not have meardtiolish it or He would not have needed to expound
it.

In addition to explaining it the Master went fuethHe pointed out its spiritual character. Thie th
Jews had not observed. They thought, for instathed,the command “You shall not kill” simply for-
bade murder and manslaughter. But the Savior shdkadanger without cause violates the law, and
that hard words and cursing, and all other displayenmity and malice, are forbidden by the com-
mandment. They knew that they might not commit t&aly) but it did not enter into their minds that a
lascivious desire would be an offense against tieegpt till the Savior said, “He that looks upon a
woman to lust after her commits adultery with hieeady in his heart.” He showed that the thought of
evil is sin, that an unclean imagination pollutes heart, and that a wanton wish is guilt in thesegf
the Most High. Assuredly this was no abrogationhef law of God; it was a wonderful exhibition of it
far-reaching sovereignty and of its searching attara The Pharisees fancied that if they kept their
hands, their feet, and their tongues, all was dbne Jesus showed that thought, imagination, desire
memory, everythingmust be brought into subjection to the will of Gardelse the law was not fulfilled.
What a searching and humbling doctrine is thigh# law of the Lord reaches to the inward partsy wh
among us can by nature abide its judgment? Whouocakerstand his errors? Cleanse me from secret
faults. The ten commandments are full of meaning-ammey which many seem to ignore. For instance,
many a man will allow in and around his house er&ibn to the rules of health and sanitary preocauti
but it does not occur to him that he is tramplimgtbe command—"You shall not kill.” Yet this rule
forbids our doing anything which may cause injuwyour neighbor’s health, and so deprive him of. life
Many a deadly manufactured article, many an illtlated shop, many a business with hours of exces-
sive length, is a standing breach of this comm&tmll | say less of drinks, which lead so speettly
disease and death, and crowd our cemeteries witmely graves? So, too, in reference to another pre
cept, some persons will repeat songs and storigshveie suggestive of uncleanness—I wish that this
were not as common as it is. Do they not know #matnchaste word, a double meaning, a sly hint of
lust, all comes under the command, “You shall it adultery”? It is so according to the teaching
of our Lord Jesus. Oh, talk not to me about ourdisohaving brought in a milder law because man
could not keep the Decalogue, for He has done mgtbi the kind. “His fan is in His hand, and Helwil
thoroughly purge His floor.” “Who may abide the dafyHis coming? for He is like a refiner’s fire,cn
like fullers’ soap.” Let us not dare to dream t@atd had given us a perfect law which we poor creatu
could not keep, and that therefore He has corrddiedegislature, and sent His Son to put us urder
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relaxed discipline. Nothing of the sort; the Losesuds Christ has, on the contrary, shown how ingipat
the law surrounds and enters into our inward padsas to convict us of sin within even if we seem
clean on the outside. Ah me, this law is high,rreat attain to it. It surrounds me everywhererdatks
me to my bed and my board, and it follows my stepd marks my ways wherever | may be. No mo-
ment does it cease to, govern and demand obedi®nGad, | am everywhere condemned, for every-
where Your law reveals to me my serious deviatioos the way of righteousness and shows me how
far short | come of Your glory. Have pity on Youwrgant, for | fly to the gospel which has done rioe
what the law could never do—

“To see the law by Christ fulfilled,

And hear His pardoning voice,

Changes a slave into a child,

And duty into choice.”

Our Lord Jesus Christ, in addition to explainihg taw and pointing out its spiritual charactesoal
unveiled its living essence, for when one asked Hihich is the great commandment in the law?” He
said, “You shall love the Lord your God with allywoheart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind. This is the first and great commandment. Almel second is like unto it; You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandmentg BHrihe law and the prophets.” In other words,
He has told us, “All the law is fulfilled in thigou shall love.” There is the pith and marrow offioes
any man say to me, “You see, then, instead oféehecommandments, we have received the two com-
mandments, and these are much easier.” | answethisaeading of the law is not in the least easie
Such a remark implies a lack of thought and expegeThose two precepts comprehend the ten at their
fullest extent, and cannot be regarded as the mradia jot or tittle of them. Whatever difficulesur-
round the ten commands, are equally found in the which are their sum and substance. If you love
God with all your heart you must keep the firsti¢aland if you love your neighbor as yourself yousin
keep the second table. If any suppose that thefdowve is an adaptation of the moral law to mdals
en condition, they greatly err. | can only say ttiet supposed adaptation is no more adapted toans t
the original law. If there could be conceived toamg difference in difficulty, it might be easier keep
the ten than the two, for if we go no deeper themli¢tter, the two are the more exacting, sincg tieal
with the heart, and soul, and mind. The ten commandan all that the two express. But if we forget
this, and only look at the wording of them, | sayis harder for a man to love God with all his Hea
with all his soul, with all his mind, and with dlis strength, and his neighbor as himself tharoiile be
merely to abstain from Killing, stealing and faisgness. Christ has not, therefore, abrogated adlat
moderated the law to meet our helplessness. Heeftasin all its sublime perfection, as it alwagsust
be left, and He has pointed out how deep are itsdations, how elevated are its heights, how measur
less are its length and breadth. Like the law$efMedes and Persians, God’s commands cannot be al-
tered; we are saved by another method.

To show that He never meant to abrogate the lawl.ord Jesus has embodied all its commands in
His own life. In His own person there was a natuhech was perfectly conformed to the law of God,
and as was His nature, such was His life. He ceald “Which of you convicts Me of sin?” And again,
“I have kept My Father's commandments and abiddiglove.” | may not say that He was scrupulous-
ly careful to keep the law. | will not put it s@rfthere was no tendency in Him to do otherwisewds
so perfect and pure; so infinitely good, and so glete in His agreement and communion with the Fa-
ther, that He in all things carried out the Fatbevill. The Father said of Him, “This is My belov&bn
in whom | am well pleased; hear you Him.” Point,atiyou possibly can, any way in which Christ has
violated the law or left it unfulfilled. There wasever an unclean thought or rebellious desire i& Hi
soul. He had nothing to regret or to retract; wldonot be that He should err. He was thrice teohgte
the wilderness, and the enemy had the impertinemee to suggest idolatry, but He instantly ovesthre
the adversary. The prince of this world came to Hiot he found nothing in Him—

“My dear Redeemer and my Lord,

| read my duty in Your Word.

But in Your life the law appears

Drawn out in living characters.”
Now, if that law had been too high and too hardrig€Etwould not have exhibited it in His life. Bus a
our exemplar He would have set forth that mildenmfef law which is supposed by some theologians
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He came to introduce. Inasmuch as our Leader amanpbar has exhibited to us in His life a perfect
obedience to the sacred commands in their undihedigrandeur, | gather that He means it to be the
model of our conversation. Our Lord has not takérasingle point or pinnacle from that up-towering
alp of perfection. He said at the first, “Lo, | cemn the volume of the book it is written of Mejelight

to do Your will, O My God; yes, Your law is withidy heart,” and well has He justified the writing of
the volume of the book. “God sent forth His Songdmaf a woman, made under the law,” and being for
our sakes under the law He obeyed it to the fyllsthat now, “Christ is the end of the law fayht-
eousness to everyone that believes.”

Once more, that the Master did not come to atieddaw is clear, because after having embodied it i
His life, He willingly gave Himself up to bear ifgenalty, though He had never broken it, bearing the
penalty for us, even as it is written, “Christ lradeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
curse for us.” “All we like sheep have gone astnag, have turned everyone to his own way, and the
Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” If ¢haw had demanded more of us than it ought to have
done, would the Lord Jesus have rendered to ip&malty which resulted from its too severe demands?
| am sure He would not. But because the law askdyl what it ought to ask—namely perfect obedi-
ence, and exacted of the transgressor only wioalgiht to exact, namely, death, as the penaltyifers
death under divine wrath, therefore the Savior vierlhe cross, and there bore our sins and putged t
once and for all. He was crushed beneath the lbadiroguilt, and cried, “My soul is exceedingly sor
rowful, even unto death,” and at last when He hahé—

“All that incarnate God could bear,

With strength enough, but none to spare,”
He bowed His head and said, “It is finished.” Oord. Jesus Christ gave a greater vindication tdaive
by dying, because it had been broken, than alldkein hell can ever give by their miseries, foeit
suffering is never complete, their debt is nevad pBut He has borne all that was due from His peop
and the law is defrauded of nothing. By His deathhds vindicated the honor of God’s moral govern-
ment, and made it just for Him to be merciful. Whka lawgiver Himself submits to the law, when the
sovereign Himself bears the extreme penalty of llhat then is the justice of God set upon suchoa-gl
ous high throne that all admiring worlds must wanaleit. If, therefore, it is clearly proven, thisus
was obedient to the law, even to the extent oftddd¢ certainly did not come to abolish or abroggte
and if He did not remove it, who can do so? If He declahes He came to establish it, who shall over-
throw it?

But, secondly, the law of God must be perpett@h its very naturefor does it not strike you the
moment you think of it, that right must always lbght, truth must always be true, and purity must al
ways be pure? Before the ten commandments weréspadlat Sinai, there was still that same law of
right and wrong laid upon men by the necessityhefrtbeing God’s creatures. Right was always right,
before a single command had been committed to wdWen Adam was in the garden it was always
right that he should love his Maker, and it wouldiays have been wrong that he should have been at
cross-purposes with his God. And it does not matteat happens in this world, or what changes take
place in the universe, it never can be right tpdieto commit adultery, or murder, or steal, ommrship
an idol god. I will not say that the principlesradht and wrong are as absolutely self-existenGad,
but | do say that | cannot grasp the idea of Goahdélf as existing apart from His being always holy
and always true, so that the very idea of right anohg seems to me to be necessarily permanent, and
cannot possibly be shifted. You cannot bring rigloiwn to a lower level, it must be where it alwags
right is right eternally, and cannot be wrong. Yaannot lift up wrong and make it somewhat right, it
must be wrong while the world stands. Heaven amth @aay pass away, but not the smallest letter or
accent of the moral law can possibly change. Intgpe law is eternal.

Suppose for a moment that it were possible to &mpd tone down the law, where would it be? |
confess | do not know and cannot imagine. If ipésfectly holy, how can it be altered except byngei
made imperfect? Would you wish for that? Could ywarship the God of an imperfect law? Can it ever
be true that God, by way of favoring us, has putinder an imperfect law? Would that be a blessing o
a curse? It is said by some that man cannot keepfact law, and God does not demand that he should
Certain modern theologians have taught this, | hbpenadvertence. Has God issued an imperfect law?
It is the first imperfect thing | ever heard of Hisking. Does it come to this that, after all, gospel is
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a proclamation that God is going to be satisfiethwibedience to a mutilated law? God forbid. | say,
better that we perish than that His perfect lawigberTerrible as it is, it lies at the foundatiohtbe
peace of the universe, and must be honored atadirtds. That gone, all goes. When the power of the
Holy Spirit convinced me of sin, | felt such a soleawe of the law of God, that | remember well, whe

| lay crashed beneath it as a condemned sinnest agmired and glorified the law. | could not have
wished that perfect law to be altered for me. Rathe | feel that, if my soul were sent to the l@wve
hell, yet God was to be extolled for His justicel afis law held in honor for its perfectness. | wbbuabt
have had it altered even to save my soul. Breththtenlaw of the Lord must stand, for it is perfeatd
therefore has in it no element of decay or change.

The law of God is no more than God might mostteghsly ask of us. If God were about to give us
a more tolerant law, it would be an admission os part that He asked too much at first. Can that be
supposed? Was there, after all, some justificaborthe statement of the wicked and slothful setvan
when he said, “lI feared you, because you are arer@usian”? It cannot be. For God to alter His law
would be an admission that He made a mistake &tf finat He put poor imperfect man (we are often
hearing that said) under too rigorous a regime,thacefore He is now prepared to abate His claand,
make them more reasonable. It has been said thds mebral inability to keep the perfect law exempts
him from the duty of doing so. This is very spedphbut it is utterly false. Man’s inability is not the
kind which removes responsibility; it is moral, rpdtysical. Never fall into the error that moral bilay
will be an excuse for sin. What? When a man becauehk a liar that he cannot speak the truth, is he
therefore exempted from the duty of truthfulnedsur servant owes you a day’s labor, is he freenf
the duty because he has made himself so drunkhéheannot serve you? Is a man freed from a debt by
the fact that he has squandered the money, anefdhercannot pay it? Is a lustful man free to igeul
his passions because he cannot understand they lméanlnastity? This is dangerous doctrine. The imw
a just one, and man is bound by it though his amrendered him incapable of doing so.

The law, moreover, demands no more than is goodgoThere is not a single commandment of
God'’s law but what is meant to be a kind of dargignal such as we put up upon the ice when itas to
thin to bear. Each commandment does, as it weydpsas, “Dangerous.” It is never for a man’s gaod
do what God forbids him. It is never for man’s raal ultimate happiness to leave undone anythiaig th
God commands him. The wisest directions for smtitiealth, and for the avoidance of evil, are those
directions which are given us concerning right amdng in the law of God. Therefore it is not possib
that there should be any alteration, for it woutd Ibe for our good.

| should like to say to any brother who thinkstt@ad has put us under an altered rule, “Which par-
ticular part of the law is it that God has relaxe@rich precept do you feel free to break? Are yed
livered from the command which forbids stealing? tiar sir, you may be a capital theologian, but |
should lock up my spoons when you call at my holssi.the command about adultery which you think
is removed? Then | could not recommend your bedhitied into any decent society. Is the law as to
killing softened down? Then | had rather have ymam than your company. Which law is it that God
has exempted you from? That law of worshipping Hmty? Do you propose to have another god? Do
you intend to make engraved images? The fact tathan we come to details, we cannot afford to lose
a single link of this wonderful golden chain, whishperfect in every part as well as perfect adala
The law is absolutely complete, and you can nei#tuiet to it nor take from it. “Whosoever shall keep
the whole law, and yet offend in one point, heugty of all. For He that said, Do not commit achuif,
said also, Do not kill. Now if you commit no adulteyet if you kill, you have become a transgressfor
the law.” If then, no part of it can be taken doitvmust stand, and stand forever.

A third reason | will give why the law must be petual is thato suppose it altered is most danger-
ous.To take away from the law its perpetuity is fio$tall to take away from it its power to convict of
sin. Is it so, that I, being an imperfect creatuna not expected to keep a perfect law? Then libvisl
that | do not sin when | break the law. And ifthlat is required of me is that | am to do accordmthe
best of my knowledge and ability, then | have ayvasnvenient rule indeed, and most men will take
care to adjust it so as to give themselves as naithde as possible. By removing the law you have
done away with sin, for sin is the transgressiotheflaw. And where there is no law there is nagra
gression. When you have done away with sin, you asawell have done away with the Savior and with
salvation, for they are by no means necessary. Wharhave reduced sin to a minimum, what need is
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there of that great and glorious salvation whicsudeChrist has come to bring into the world? Besthr
we must have none of this. It is evidently a waynigchief.

By lowering the law, you weaken its power in tlamtls of God as a convincer of sin. “By the law is
the knowledge of sin.” It is the looking glass wiighows us our spots, and that is a most usefud thi
though nothing but the gospel can wash them away—

“My hopes of heaven were firm and bright,

But since the precept came

With a convincing power and light,

| find how vile I am.

My guilt appeared but small before,

Till terribly | saw

How perfect, holy, just and pure

Was Your eternal law.

Then felt my soul the heavy load,

My sins revived again,

| had provoked a dreadful God,

And all my hopes were slain.”
It is only a pure and perfect law that the HolyrBman use in order to show us our depravity and s
fulness. Lower the law and you dim the light by @hman perceives his guilt. This is a very serious
loss to the sinner rather than a gain, for it lesgbe likelihood of his conviction and conversion.

You have also taken away from the law its powesttot us up to the faith of Christ. What is the law
of God for? Is it for us to keep in order to beeshby it? Not at all. It is sent in order to shosvthat we
cannot be saved by works, and to shut us up t@abedsby grace, but if you make out that the laal-s
tered so that a man can keep it, you have lefthisrold legal hope, and he is sure to cling t&/au
need a perfect law that shuts man right up to legseless apart from Jesus, puts him into an iroa cag
and locks him up, and offers him no escape butlii in Jesus. Then he begins to cry, “Lord, saee m
by grace, for | perceive that | cannot be saveanlyyown works.” This is how Paul describes it to the
Galatians, “The Scripture has concluded all aresusth that the promise by faith in Jesus Chrighti
be given to them that believe. But before faith eame were kept under the law, shut up unto tha fai
which should afterwards be revealed. Thereforeldlvewas our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ,
that we might be justified by faith.” | say you leagleprived the gospel of its most able auxiliaryewh
you have set aside the law. You have taken awawy frehe schoolmaster that is to bring men to Ghris
No, it must stand, and stand in all its terrorsgdtive men away from self-righteousness and commstra
them to fly to Christ. They will never accept grditethey tremble before a just and holy law. Téiere
the law serves a most necessary and blessed pugmas# must not be removed from its place.

To alter the law is to leave us without any lavalhtA sliding scale of duty is an immoral invesii
fatal to the principles of law. If each man is ®dccepted because he does his best, we arerall cioi
best. Is there anybody that is not? If we takerthwirds for it, all our fellow men are doing as et
they can, considering their imperfect natures. Bhenharlot in the streets has some righteousness—s
is not quite so far gone as others. Have you egarchof the bandit who committed many murders, but
who felt that he had been doing his best becausedwver killed anybody on a Friday? Self-
righteousness builds itself a nest, even in thestvdnaracter. This is the man’s talk— “Really, duy
knew me, you would say | have been a good felloda@s well as | have. Consider what a poor, fallen
creature | am, what strong passions were born inwvhat temptations to vice beset me, and you wil n
blame me much. After all, | dare say God is assBatl with me as with many who are a great deal bet
ter, because | had so few advantages.” Yes, yoa bhited the standard, and every man will now do
that which is right in his own eyes and claim todeéng his best. If you shift the standard poundgive
or the bushel measure, you will certainly neverfgitweight or measurement again. There will be no
standard to go by, and each man will do his be#t his own pounds and bushels. If the standard is
tampered with, you have taken away the foundatmmuvhich trade is conducted, and it is the same in
soul matters—abolish the best rule that ever carwen God’s own law, and there is no rule left-wor
thy of the name. What a fine opening this leavesvion-glory. No wonder that men talk of perfect
sanctification if the law has been lowered. Theraathing at all remarkable in our getting up te thle
if it is conveniently lowered for us. | believehal be perfectly sanctified when | keep God'’s haith-
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out omission or transgression, but not till thérany man says that he is perfectly sanctified bsede
has come up to a modified law of his own, | am dga#&now what he means, for | have no longer any
discussion with him. | see nothing wonderful in &t&ainment. Sin is my need of conformity to the la
of God, and until we are perfectly conformed tot s in all its spiritual length and breadth itidde

for us to talk about perfect sanctification. No nisuperfectly clean till he accepts absolute puaigythe
standard by which he is to be judged. So long atls in us any coming short of the perfect lanane
not perfect. What a humbling truth this is! The lahall not pass away, but it must be fulfilled. §hi
truth must be maintained, for if it goes, our tawlis loose, we cannot well strengthen the mast, t
ship goes all to pieces, she becomes a total widwk.gospel itself would be destroyed could you de-
stroy the law. To tamper with the law is to trifleth the gospel. “Till heaven and earth pass, at®j
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law,dlllis fulfilled.”

Il. I come to show, secondly, that THE LAW MUST BE FULEED. | hope there are some in this
place who are sayingyVe cannot fulfill it.” That is exactly where | want bring you. Salvation by the
works of the law must be felt to be impossible kgrg man who would be saved. We must learn that
salvation is of grace through faith in Jesus Choist Lord, and not by our own doings or feelingst B
this is a doctrine no one will receive till he Haarned the previous truth that salvation by theksmf
the law can never come to any man born of womantheelaw must be fulfilled. Many will say with
Nicodemus, “How can these things be?” | answerdheis fulfilled in Christ, and by faith we receive
the fruit thereof.

First, as | have already said, the law is fulfllie the matchlessacrifice of Jesus Christf a man
has broken a law, what does the law do with him&aits, “I must be honored. You have broken my
command which was sanctioned by the penalty ofrddaasmuch as you did not honor me by obedi-
ence, but dishonored me by transgression, you diestOur Lord Jesus Christ, who is the great cove-
nant representative of His people, their secondddiood forward on the behalf of all who are imHi
and presented Himself as a victim to divine justisice His people were guilty of death, He, as the
covenant head, came under death in their placgadta glorious thing that such representative death
was possible, and it was only so because of thginati constitution of the race as springing from a
common father, and placed under a single headminets as our fall was by one Adam, it was possible
for us to be raised by another Adam. “As in Adahdad, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”
became possible for God, upon the principle ofe@sgntation, to allow substitution. Our first falasv
not by our personal fault, but through the failofeur representative, and now in comes our seamald
grander representative, the Son of God, and Heuseftee, not by our honoring the law, but by His d
ing so. He came under the law by His birth, andv@péound as a man loaded with the guilt of all His
people, He was visited with its penalty. The lafslits bloody axe, and it smites our glorious Hézat
we may go free. It is the Son of God that keepdaheby dying, the just for the unjust. “The solat
sins, it shall die"—there is death demandaa in Christ death is presented. Life for lifeaadered, an
infinitely precious life instead of the poor liveé men. Jesus has died, and so the law has bdéledul
by the endurance of its penalty, and being fulfillés power to condemn and punish the believer has
passed away.

Secondly, the law has been fulfilled again fotoyChrist in His life. | have already gone oversthi
but | want to establish you in it. Jesus Chrisbashead and representative, came into the worlthf®
double purpose of bearing the penalty and at threegame keeping the law. One of His main designs in
coming to earth was “to bring in perfect righteoessn” “As by the disobedience of one many were
made sinners, so by the righteousness of one slaaly be made righteous.” The law requires a perfect
life, and he that believes in Jesus Christ predertise law a perfect life, which he has made ks by
faith. It is not his own life, but Christ is made®od unto us righteousness, even to us who arevithe
Him. “Christ is the end of the law for righteoussds everyone that believes.” That which Jesusglid
counted as though we did it, and because He whiags God sees us in Him and counts us righteous
upon the principle of substitution and represeatatiOh, how blessed it is to put on this robe and t
wear it, and so to stand before the Most High beter righteousness than His law demanded, fdr tha
demanded the perfect righteousness of a creatureyd put on the absolute righteousness of the-Crea
tor Himself. And what can the law ask more? It ritten, “In His days Judah shall be saved, ancelsra
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shall dwell safely, and this is the name with whid¢é shall be called—The Lord our righteousness.”
“The Lord is well pleased for His righteousnesKesaHe will magnify the law and make it honorable.”
Yes, but that is not all. The law has to be fldéllin us personally in a spiritual and gospel sens
“Well,” you say, “but how can that be?” | reply ihe words of our apostle, “What the law could not d
in that it was weak through the flesh,” Christ ldasie and is doing by the Holy Spirit, “that thehtig
eousness of the law might be fulfilled in us whdkn@ot after the flesh but after the Spirit.” Regea
tion is a work by which the law is fulfilled, forlven a man is born again there is placed in himva ne
nature, which loves the law of God and is perfectigformed to it. The new nature which God implants
in every believer at the time he is born agaimeapable of sin; it cannot sin, for it is born add> That
new nature is the offspring of the eternal Fatlaed the Spirit of God dwells in it, and with it,can
strengthens it. It is light, it is purity, it is @rding to the Scripture the “living and incorrupé seed
which lives and abides forever.” If incorruptiblejs sinless, for sin is corruption, and corrupteery-
thing that it touches. The apostle Paul, when dasg his inward conflicts, showed that he himskl§
real and best self, did keep the law, for he s&s,then with the mind | myself serve the law ofd30
(Rom. 7:25). He consented to the law that it wasdgavhich showed that he was on the side of the law
And though sin that dwelt in his members led hito inansgression, yet his new nature did not altpw
but hated and loathed it, and cried out agaires bne in bondage. The newborn soul delights itate
of the Lord, and there is within it a quenchlegs Which aspires after absolute perfection, and wav-
er rest till it pays to God perfect obedience amehes to be like God Himself.
This which is begun in regeneration is continued grows till it ultimately arrives at absolute per
fection. That will be seen in the world to comed ai, what a fulfillment of the law will be ther&he
law will admit no man to heaven till he is perfgctionformed to it, but every believer shall be hatt
perfect condition. Our nature shall be refined fraliits dross and be as pure gold. It will be delight
in heaven to be holy. There will be nothing abositthen to kick against a single commandment. We
shall there know in our own hearts the glory ande#ignce of the divine will, and our will shall rum
the same channel. We shall not imagine that theepts are rigorous; they will be our own will aglyr
as they are God’s will. Nothing which God has comde however much of self-denial it requires now
will require any self-denial from us then. Holines#l be our element, our delight. Our nature vioé
entirely conformed to the nature and mind of Godioalsoliness and goodness, and then the law will be
fulfilled in us, and we shall stand before God, ihngwashed our robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. And at the same time being duesewithout spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.
Then shall the law of the Lord have eternal homomfour immortal being. Oh, how we shall rejoice in
it! We delight in it after the inward man now, kihen we shall delight in it as to our risen bodidsch
shall be charmed to be instruments of righteousness God forever and ever. No appetite of those ri
en bodies, no want and no necessity of them shail tead the soul astray, but our whole body, soul,
and spirit shall be perfectly conformed unto thargé mind. Let us long and pant for this. We shal-
er attain it except by believing in Jesus. Perfediness will never be reached by the works oflgve,
for works cannot change the nature. But by faitdesus, and the blessed work of His Holy Spirit, we
shall have it, and then | believe it will be amang songs of glory that heaven and earth pass dway,
the word of God and the law of God shall stand flastver and ever. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Amen.
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