Sermon #1659 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

A FEAST FOR THE UPRIGHT
NO. 1659

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, MAY 14, 1882,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord wijive grace and glory:
no good thing will He withhold from those who walkprightly.
O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trustsriou.”
Psalm 84:11, 12.

IN this sweet Sabbatic Psalm the writer rejoicethe house of God. He evidently loves the place of
godly assembly, the place where prayer and prage wffered by the united tribes of his people., But
brethren, there was no superstition in this love.lé¥ed the house of God because he loved the God o
the house. His heart and flesh cried out, notlierdltar and the candlestick, but for his God. Thug
soul fainted for the courts of the Lord, but thasen was that he cried out for the living God, 13gyi
“When shall | come and appear before God?” Brethites well to take an interest in the place where
you gather for worship. | am always glad when kneathare moved to contribute towards the necessary
maintenance of the building and the provision tercieanliness and propriety. | hate that God shbel
served in a slovenly way. Even the place where wetrto worship should show some sign of reverence
for His name. But still our respect for our pladeassembly must never degenerate into a supetstitio
reverence for the mere structure, as though there some peculiar sanctity about the spot, andepray
offered there would be more acceptable than elsewhde great objective of our desire must be to
meet with God Himself. In hearing, the point ish&ar the voice of God. In singing, the charm ig/tta
praise the Most High. In prayer, the main objeciwéo plead with God, and so to speak that our cry
comes up before Him, even into His ears. Let usagbwemember this, and never rest content with
merely going to a set place. Let us reckon thahaxee failed if we have not met with God. Let us eom
up here with strong desire for communion with tleed.in spirit and in truth.

The Psalmist also knew right well that the sp#itlaw runs through everything. He perceived that
character is an essential, not only to acceptabksihip, but to all real blessedness. In our texdgeaks
not of those who visit the temple, but of those wdalk uprightly and trust in God. There is no neces
sary blessedness in visiting tabernacles and temipiell assemblies for worship the question\§ht
are they that gather?” Are their hearts in God'ys#aAre their souls thirsting after God? The pramsis
are very rich, but to whom are the promises mad&atW they are not made to us? Then, the richer
they are the more sorrowful will be our loss ofrthe

Before | unfold the inexhaustible treasures o$ timarvelous portion of Scripture, | want to dwell
upon this fact that these things are for a spg@able.The blessing is to the man that walks uprightly,
the true-hearted man, whose course is sinceretedgh, honest, and just. He stands firmly, and he
walks erect. He does not bend and lean towardsighe or to the left. He has no sinister motives or
crooked policies. He is straight as a line, andoisto be swayed by any side winds. It is a veygss-
tive figure, an upright man is not twisted, or dmdbup, or wrongly inclined, or tortuous in his \gay
and thoughts. He stands on the square, and isialigtperpendicular. This is the man who will enjoy
the blessing from the God of Israel. Sin is a twasid it is a twist that robs us of the blessingun text.
But, since no man is upright by nature, we are nelexd of the way by which we come to be upright—
“O Lord of hostsplessed is the man that trusts in YoWe must have faith as the groundwork of all.
Then “faith works by love,” and purifies the soahd by this purification the man is made to walk up
rightly. Oh, to be resting where God bids us reamely, in the atoning sacrifice of our Lord Je<Dh!
to be depending where all must depend—upon thkftiitess of the covenant-making and the cove-
nant-keeping God. Such a man has a solid rock beheafeet. He trusts in God, and so he stands fir
ly, and is able to walk uprightly, because he hdisna foothold. Judge you, then, yourselves. Do you
trust in the Lord? Are you walking uprightly? If,deere is “a feast of fat things, of fat thingd fafl mar-
row, of wines on the lees well-refined.”
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| would say to every child of God who can claine ttharacter | have been describing, come to the
text and freely enjoy it. What; does no star ofdngpine in your midnight sky? Do clouds surround yo
and thicken into an impenetrable gloom? Come tddkg for “the Lord God is a sun.” Here is an ¢od
all your darkness. When He appears the night vasjsiind your light has come. Are you in great dan-
ger? Do perils surround you—temptations from theldyassaults of Satan, uprisings of your own cor-
ruption? Do you feel as if you moved in the cemtea fierce fight? Is it as much as you can do eeen
hope that you will escape the fiery dart? Coméneotéxt, then, and behold how He that keeps I$rzel
provided for your safety. Read the blessed wor@leg“Lord God is a shield.” He is a broad shield tha
shall cover you from head to foot, and quenchralftery darts of the wicked one. Here is perfadéty
for all who take Jehovah to be their helper. “Thoedlis your shade upon your right hand. The sufl sha
not smite you by day, nor the moon by night. ThedLshall preserve you from all evil: He shall pre-
serve your soul.”

But perhaps you tell me that you feel empty ofgalbd, and dry of all joy. Spiritual life is at yer
low ebb with you. You can scarcely believe, mudsleeach to full assurance. You scarcely feel eémoug
life to exhibit the tenderness you sigh for, andi y@annot reach to the faith you desire. | hear your
groans, but come along with you. Here is the exaxt for you. “The Lord will give grace.” His rich
free favor waits to bless the undeserving, and #a strong and influential that those who havéingt
in themselves may at once receive every precidag.tithe God of all grace will give grace.

“Yes,” you say, “I have grace, but | find that theacious life is a very struggling one. | am cowkte
ing from day to day with my inward corruptions, dresides, the infirmities of old age have beengree
ing upon me for years, and | feel them so bittéhnigt | wish for the wings of a dove that I mighy fl
away and be at rest.” Friend, you need not fly Tée text promises you the best possible rest.L bine
who says that He will give grace now tells you thigt will give glory. Wait a little longer. The sun
which shines more and more will come to perfect. déyis better on before.” Glory will soon be in
your actual possession—much sooner than you tlBekveen you and heaven there may be but a step.
Perhaps before another sun has risen on the eartmgy behold the face “of the King in His beauty i
the land that is very far off.” At any rate, hesecomfort for you; the same Lord who will give geaaill
also give glory.

Do | hear another brother sighing because hetisardepths of poverty? And is that poverty not on-
ly of bread and of water, but a poverty of soul?y@a feel straitened in spirit, and so weak that gan
hardly call a promise your own? Yet, dear brotiferou are trusting in the Lord, and He has helped
to walk uprightly, do not hesitate, but come to tidnet, and dip your bucket into this deep and doer
ing well, and fill it up to the brim, for what dodise text say? “No good thing will He withhold from
those that walk uprightly.” Here is everything foothing, everything for you, everything to be had a
once according as you shall require it. It is Gogsd, not mine, God’s own sure word which gives yo
all this blessing. Come, then, quit the dust areldarkness. Mount into brightness, and rejoicéhén t
Lord your God, who bids you shout for joy.

Have you fears about the future? | need not staglt you how sweetly the text will lull them ab
sleep. Yet suffer me these few sentences. Do yanilie darkness of future trial? The Lord God isryo
sun. Do you fear dangers which lie before you imsmew sphere upon which you are just entering?
The Lord will be your shield. Are there difficulsen your way? Will you need great wisdom and
strength? God'’s grace will be sufficient for yoandaHis strength will be glorified in your weakneBs
you fear failure? Do you dread final apostasyhéllsnot be. He who gives you grace will withoul,fa
give you glory. Between here and heaven thereasegmder for all the flock of God, so that they need
not fear famishing on the road. He that leads teball guide them into pastures that never withed, a
to fountains that are never dried up, for “no gdlidg will He withhold from those that walk upright
ly.”

Is not this a glorious text? It overpowers mesla gem of priceless value. | feel as if | coutit n
place it in a proper setting, but must hold it uptjas it is, and turn it this way and that, and you
mark how each facet flashes forth the light of lema\t is a true Kohinoor among the gems of promise
It is so many sided, so transparent, so brilligritelongs to the King of kings, and He bids us miea
this day. What shall | hope to say which will berthy of this supreme Scripture? How can my words
fitly set forth this word of the Lord? It would nbe an ill way of considering my text if | werepoeach
from it in this fashion.
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First let us observe what God is, “The Lord God sun and a shield.” By nature He is both these to
His people, and as such He is ours, for is notdhisading article in the covenant of grace, “Il i
their God™? “The Lord is my portion, says my soulfie Lord has given Himself to me as He is, even as
Jehovah, the | AM. Is God omnipotent? He is almidglotr His people. Is He omniscient? His wisdom
cares for them. Is God omnipresent? Is God immefald God eternal? Is God infinite? He is ourdlin a
those respects. The Lord God is a sun and shiettiaa sun and shield He belongs to those who are
trusting in Him and walking uprightly.

If we preached thus our second head would/bhat God willgive The Lord will give grace and glo-
ry. He has given them, is giving them, and willgihem, for the tense may be taken as you choase. H
always will give free favor and kindly aid. He hgisen you grace up to now, and done great things fo
you, and He will show you greater things than these

“His grace will to the end

Stronger and brighter shine.

Nor present things, nor things to come,

Shall quench the spark divine.”
He will supply you with grace and glory as the gens grants of His love. They are not a wage, but a
gift. “The wages of sin is death, but the gift adddis eternal life.” Glory will come to you on freggace
terms.

And then there is, thirdlyvhat the Lord willwithhold, and what is that? Why, nothing at all that is
good, for “no good thing will He withhold.” We hawnong us some men who are great at withholding.
If they give, it costs them an effort, but if thejthhold, their purse strings are in their natuwahdition.

Our God never was a withholding God yet. He makisssHn to shine upon the evil and upon the good.
Ever since that first day when “He spoke and it wase,” He has gone on manifesting Himself to this
world, pouring out Himself in goodness, spreadirig élvn care and love over all, so that He is to be
found filling all space and sustaining all existenGod'’s blessedness delights in scattering blgssiro
withhold would not enrich Him as to give does nopbverish Him. Especially to His saints does He
abound, to them He gives all things. “No good thiill He withhold from those that walk uprightly.”

| am not going to preach from the text in that Wa4e shall survey it in another fashion. Here flows
a living stream, bring your buckets with you. Talege that you do not come to this river of life elgr
to gaze on its surface, the river of God is fullafter, and it is all intended for our use. Oh,ddrearty
draft at this good hour! Here is enough and toespaiake free with it, O you trusters in the Lord.

|. First, then, out of five particulars, here are, dod’s people, BLESSINGS IN THEIR FULL-
NESS, for‘the Lord God is a sun.”

The blaze of my text almost blinds me. It doessay, “God is light,” though that is true, for He i
light, and in Him is no darkness at all, but therégoare, “the Lord God is a sun.” Then, if God isien
| have not only light, but | have the source ohtigl have for my possession the central sun frdmmw
all light comes to this world. We have heard of e received apples from a friend and was grateful
another was more highly favored, for his friendnpéal his garden with fruit trees. You and | havetfr
from God and therein we are favored. Yes, but weehthe Lord Himself, and thus we have the tree of
life, and a perpetual supply most fresh, sweet,ams$tant. It is well to get a drink from a pitchieat it
is better to be like Isaac, who dwelt by the wielicause then, if the pitcher becomes empty, tiseaa i
abiding supply from which to fill it. God is the w@e of all conceivable good, yes, inconceivabés$i
ing lie in Him, and as such He belongs to His peophere might be light apart from the sun, butehe
could be no blessing apart from God, and on therdihnd every sort of blessing is in God, and mgthi
is lacking in Him. He who is all good, and the smupf all good, has made Himself our divine posses-
sion.

God is a sun. That is infinity of blessing. No m&mong us can conceive the measure of the light
and heat of the sun. | suppose that calculatioms baen made by which the heat of the sun has been
thought to be estimated, but the calculations rbesbeyond all ordinary numeration. Concerning the
sun, its light, heat, and influence are beyond eption great. His light and heat have been conliynua
streaming forth throughout many ages, and yet #reyunabated to this hour, all that has come fairth
it is far less than that which still remains. Frpaactical purposes the light and heat of the ateinfi-
nite, and certainly in God all blessedness is altsbyl infinite. There is no measuring it. We arstlaVe
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can only say—"Oh, the depths of the love and gosslieé God!” In being heirs of God we possess all
in all. There is no bound to our blessedness in.God

Further, if God is called a sun, it is to let usW that we have obtained an immutability of blelsse
ness, for He is “the Father of lights with whomnis variableness, neither shadow of turning.” God is
not love today and hate tomorrow. He says, “I and,Ga@hange not.” There are said to be spots in the
sun which diminish the light and heat which we regebut there are no such spots in God. He shines
on with the boundless fullness of His infinite lomavard His people in Christ Jesus. “This God is ou
God forever and ever.” If we were to live as losg\ethuselah we should find His love and power and
wisdom to be the same, and we might confidentlyntayon being blessed thereby. What treasures of
mercy do you and | possess in being able to sayiGt@d, You are my God!” We have the source of
mercy, the infinity of mercy, and the immutabil@y mercy to be our own.

There much must be added concerning God as a fuat-He is forever communicating His light
and heat and excellence to all who are about Hoanhot conceive the sun shut up within itself.uknA
shining sun is a sun un-sunned. And a God thabisgnod and pouring forth His goodness has laid
aside His deity. It is contrary to the very notiand idea of an infinitely good God for Him to resitr
His goodness, and keep it back from His peoplesThan, beloved, you have not only God supremely
good, but God abundantly giving Himself out to lgeople. He is not a spring shut up and a fountain
sealed, but a springhead always flowing in wintest am summer. Nothing in God is reserved from His
believing people. He gives Himself to you in allsHullness. All your needs shall be abundantlyssati
fied out of the riches of His goodness.

Has ever man such a task as | have in trying ¢éalspf what is altogether unspeakable? Who shall
fully extol this sun? Stand out in the open andltwe sun full in the face for a little, and wheimb-
ness threatens you, learn how little we can knowhefgreater sun, the Sun of righteousness. And if
thought fails, what shall speech do? How can ipbssible for men to speak aright on such a text as
this—“The Lord God is a sun”? Go, you cold wordsd de exhaled in the presence of this central fire!
Yet | can show you enough to let you see that treeneore than | can show you. | can say enoughtto |
you know that there is a great deal more than Isanor than you can hear. To speak on this theme
calls for some of those words which they speakeavien in the full blaze of the glory, words such as
mortal tongues cannot compass. Fully to set fdréhwondrous height and depth of this promise might
need that same Spirit who of old dictated it to Bsalmist, and placed it in the sacred page. “Tdvel L
God is a sun"—here is blessedness in its fullness.

II. Now, secondly—and this is a deeply interesting peithis glorious word of God gives us
BLESSINGS IN THEIR COUNTERBALANCE.

Let me explain myself. One blessing alone miglatrsely be a blessing, for in being too great a
blessing it might crush us. We may have too much gbod thing. We need some other gift to balance
the single benediction. So notice here, “The Lomtl@ a surand shield.”“Sun and shield” hang be-
fore my eyes like two golden scales. Each one adhie to the other. When God is a sun to His people
it may be He warms them into temporal prosperitihvidis bright beams, so that their goods increase,
their body is in health, their trade succeeds, thed children are spared to them. They are grhtefu
God and joyful because of the blessings which Heldestowed upon them. He gives them their heart’s
desire. He permits them to enjoy the blessing isfltfe as well as the promise of the life thatdxome.

Yet danger lurks here. You have heard of sunstrakd,prosperous persons are very apt to feel it. Ou
poor heads cannot bear the full beams of the symasiperity, we are smitten down with pride, oreear
lessness, or worldliness, or some other ill. frysng for the soul to bask in the unclouded suem¥
poral gains are blessings in themselves, but ssiduii poor nature that we do not make blessings of
them, but we often make idols of them, and they thexome curses. What a sweet mercy it is that when
God prospers His children, and is a sun to themgadiees in at the same time and acts as their shield
The same God who is the pillar of fire to the hadtésrael is also their pillar of cloud. Our hynarell
puts it—

“He has been my joy in woe,

Cheered my heart when it was low,

And with warnings softly sad,

Calmed my heart when it was glad.”
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When everything is bright with us the Lord knowsvhim sober His children’s spirits so that they use,
but do not abuse, the things of this life. Even mvhieey most abound with worldly joys, He makes His
people feel that these are not their heart’s jog.sHades us from the noxious effect of wealth amd c
tent. He makes rich and adds no sorrow therewighsiifers not the sun to smite us by day. Is netah
gracious style of counterbalance?

“The Lord God is a sun and shield,” too, when Hmas upon us spiritually. Oh, how I rejoice in the
sunny side of spiritual life. 1 do not always gethhut when | do reach it how happy | am. My hasirt
ready, like the gnats in the sunbeams, to dana@ndpdown with intense delight. When God shines up-
on our soul, what gladness! What ecstasy! Thety,twwe would hardly change places with the angels,
and as for kings and princes, we pity them. My Gifidup the light of Your countenance upon me, and
| ask no more. It is heaven below. | know some gfbrethren are often moping in the dungeon, but |
guarantee you that when they do get out, they eacalwith the nimblest, and they call for the nesstri
tunes too, for theirs is no, second-rate delight.

It is a great mercy that when God gives His pegpbat spiritual joys He usually gives them a hum-
bling sense of themselves at the same time. Thadoshaf their former depressions prevents their ¢pein
unduly excited with their present joy, or else thecast of another chastisement is given them tlaisd
sobers them when they are inclined to be liftedTu Lord has ways and means of letting His people
be as happy as they can be, but yet not happierthey ought to be. He gives them grace so that the
can be full of assurance, and yet full of holy feslways rejoicing and yet never presuming, liftgxd
and yet lying low before the Lord. He gives themwell-mixed experience, and so forms an all-round
character. While He is to them a sun producingd-gpowth, He is also a shield forbidding their lgein
burned up. He is their great Benefactor, but digir tvise Chastener, and in both alike He bledsemt

Look at the text another way. When the sun shipes a man he is made the more conspicuous by
it. Suppose a hostile army to be down in the pland a soldier in our ranks is sent upon some erogn
his captain. He must pass along the hillside. Theshines upon him as he tries to make his way gmon
the rocks and trees. Had it been night he coul@ mawved safely, but now we fear that the enemy will
surely pick him off, for the sunshine has made honspicuous. He will need to be shielded from the
many cruel eyes. Christian men are made conspidoptise very fact of their possessing God’s grace.
You are the light of the world, and a light mustdaen. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. If Godeg
you light, He means that light to be seen, andhibee light He gives you the more conspicuous ydu wi
be. He is your sun, and He shines upon you, ydaateflis light, and so become yourself a light, and
so doing you run necessary risks. The more brigydly shine the more will Satan and the world try to
guench your light. This, then, is your comfort. Theed God who is a sun to you will also be a shield
you. Did He not say to Abraham, “Fear not, | amryshield, and your exceeding great reward’? He
will defend you against the dangers of publicity,esen of popularity, and if He sets you upon abhig
place He will make your feet like the feet of agjég, so that you shall stand upon your high places

Consider the text yet again, still keeping to tea of counterbalance. “The Lord God is a sund a
a sun manifests a thing, and this manifestatiarotsalways a joy to us, but we need a defense ivith
When the Lord shines in upon the heart of His peojbley begin to see their sin, their guilt, tHal,
their corruption, and then the Lord is a shield] #mey are not overcome by the discovery. When they
see the danger, at the same time they see thesdefamd when they see the disease they see thdyeme
It is a blessed thing not to see sin unless at#mee time we see the Savior. It is a blessed thatdo
have a sense of weakness in self unless it is guaoied with a sense of strength in the Lord. These
things most wisely balance each other, otherwiseré¢hrealing Spirit of God in showing us so much of
our evil hearts, might almost drive us mad. If axnsauld see all his past sin, and all his presangdr,
and all the trials of his future life, he might lewn in despair, unless at the same time he wake noa
perceive that, if the Lord is a sun to reveal camger, He is also a shield to secure our safety.

The Lord thus in His grace abounds toward us lisvesldom and prudence. He multiplies the value
of the blessing by His wise way of dispensing ié glves us the bitter medicine, but He also allsts
the sweet cordial. He will sometimes chide, butwilke not always do so. He will not give us too much
of one blessing lest it spoil and breed overindudge He will give us another favor which shall maige
a healthful mixture, yes, thus He does with alhgs, so that they work together for our good.

Dwell on my text, and especially on this notewgnpioint in it—blessings in their counterbalance.
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lIl. Very briefly let me submit to you the third ideamely, BLESSINGS IN THEIR ORDER, for
there is a due and meet succession in my text. thind God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give
grace and glory.”

The Lord is to us first a sun and then a shieeimBmber how David puts it elsewhere—“The Lord
is my light and my salvation,” light first, salvati next. He does not save us in the dark; neitbes tHe
shield us in the dark. He gives enough sunligHetais see the danger that we may appreciate the de
fense. We are not to shut our eyes and so findysdfaet we are to see the evil and hide ourselves.
Ought we not to be very grateful to God that Hesters our affairs? Ours is not a blind faith, reicg
an unknown salvation from evils which are unperedj\this would be a poor form of life at best. No,
the favor received is valued because its neceissfigrceived. The heavenly sun lights up our sants
makes us see our ruin, and lie down in the duselifdespair, and then it is that grace bringshfoine
shield which covers us, so that we are no moraedafpaut rejoice in the glorious Lord as the Godbaf
salvation.

Then notice the order of the next two things—qgraee glory, not glory first. That could not be. We
are not fit for it. Neither in body nor in soul ane fit for glory before grace. We could not posggite-
ceive glory while we are sinners, for a glorifiedrer would be a strange sight. Grace must first dlit
our sin. To take the rebel from the prison andhpot among the children would be dangerous work un-
less his crime was pardoned and he was reconailbid kking. Grace must come in to change the nature
We could not enter glory or enjoy it by any pod#ipiwhile we are sinful at heart. An unregenerate
heart could not enter into the joy of the Lord. Yiile pure in heart can see God, carnal eyes i tiol
spiritual things. Grace must renew us or glory camaceive us. Grace must change, regeneratej-sanct
fy, or we cannot take our places among the perdectes. Glory without grace would be mockery. The
prepared place would be no heaven if the people wet also prepared.

As in this case there is order, you will find @ & all the arrangements of the Lord’s house. One
blessing is a steppingstone to another. The halgden to the holiest, first the blade, then the than
the full corn in the ear. The Lord gives merciesutcession, and He never gives you number two till
you have been qualified for it by receiving numbae. “They go from strength to strength.” He gives
life and then life more abundantly. First graceq #imen, grace upon grace. God abounds towards us in
all wisdom and prudence, leading us, as we do oys,drom their first-class books up to their cless
and taking care to ground us in each successiantet knowledge. Step by step we rise towards God,
until at last we shall see the Savior’s face arall & like Him.

Blessings in their ordefTreasure this up, for it may be a ground of comtoryou. When you get
clamoring for number seven, it may, perhaps, cadm g little if you remember that you must first bav
number six. Plod on step by step. Walk withouttfam from one stage to another, and you shall gurel
come unto the Mountain of God.

I\VV. Fourthly, and again briefly, BLESSINGS IN PREPARA®N AND BLESSINGS IN MA-
TURITY. “The Lord will give grace and glory.” Graas glory in the bud, you shall see the rod of Aa-
ron full of blooming graces, but this is not all-eq} is grace in ripe fruit, the rod shall bear rigle
monds. The Lord will give you both, the dawn ane tioon, the Alpha and the Omega, grace and glory.

Let us be very grateful that God deals in prepayamercies. If He had provided heaven, and we
were to make ourselves fit for it, we should neget there. Yes, and there are many stages ofisgirit
experience which are not to be attained unless @hoes us preliminary educating grace to come at
them. The blessing is that all that is necessargd&ch any gracious attainment is as much pronased
the blessing itself.

Is it so, my poor friend, that you cannot this mog lay hold of a promise? You are such a babe in
grace. Well, our heavenly Father has an infantscladHis school and a nursery in His house. He will
teach you as a child, and give you a child’s partipon which you shall feed, and by which you shall
grow. Do not be afraid to ask of God the beginniafthings. | know that sometimes in our prayers we
feel that we are so blameworthy for our stupiditsttwe hardly dare ask to be taught the simplé&grut
which we ought to know, but we must not give wajthis proud humility, we must beg even to be
taught our A B C’s. Suppose we need to be helpedveycome an irritable temper, let us not be
ashamed to acknowledge the need, but confess ipraydfor help. Do we need grace to bear our little
daily trials? Then let us seek everyday grace. #ska babe’s blessings, for God is prepared to give
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them. Does He not say, “I taught Ephraim to goingthem by their arms”? “The Lord will give grace
and glory.”

Brethren, we shall need much training to fit ussilog among the choristers above. Discords and
false notes abound, and we must be tutored outenh tinto a richness of sweet tones and ordered har-
monies. If we look into ourselves carefully we $He shocked with the sight of our own unworthiness
to mingle with perfect beings. | do not know howyfeel about yourselves, but | grow worse and worse
in my own judgment. | hope that | am more sandifie many respects, but | am also more conscious of
my need of fuller sanctification. The fact is thia more light a soul obtains, the more it perceive
darkness and laments it. The more God makes youy th@ more unholy you will judge yourself to be.
No man groans so deeply, “O wretched man that | b shall deliver me from the body of this
death?” as the man who is nearest to completeatalizce from all evil. The last relics of sin arereno
horrible to the godly man than the full empire of ®© the newly awakened. Even the very thought of
sin, the flitting of it through his soul like a Hiracross the sky, becomes a calamity to the foNvgr
saint, and he cries out against it. “If we say \wgehno sin, we deceive ourselves, and the trutiotisn
us.” He who glories that he is perfectly sanctifradst either have lowered the standard of holimess
else he has an exaggerated conceit of his ownlercel He who does not daily struggle againstssin i
in darkness and error, and | fear the life of Godat in his soul. In proportion as God has deéh &
man he will cry out for a something yet beyond hamg press forward to that which is before. Oh, how
| long to be perfectly rid of sin and of every lildy to fall into it. And here is the mercy—thdte Lord
will give grace. All the grace that is needed tokmgou absolutely perfect God will bestow. He will
reveal His righteousness from faith to faith, anel stall go from grace to grace. Faith shall leadoon
full assurance, hope shall brighten into expectalmye shall flame into burning zeal, and so wellsha
rise on eagles’ wings from grace to glory; not athlg light of the lamp in its full brilliance, bthe wick
and the oil and the trimming, the Lord will give.

Furthermore, the Lord will not deny you the matgyrnamely, glory. He who gives us breakfast in
grace will cause us to sup with Him in glory.

Now, here | am altogether beaten. What shall Icfaglory? What do | know of it? Matthew Wilks
once said, “Man is the glory of the world; the suthe glory of man; grace is the glory of thelsand
heaven is the glory of grace.” This is true, buit sthat do any of us know of glory in its heavenly
sense? The Lord will give us nothing less thanygl@/e deserve shame, He will give us glory. We de-
serve misery, but He will give us glory. We deseceademnation, but He will give us glory. We de-
serve death and hell, but He will give us glory.

What is glory? He that has been in heaven fiveutes can tell you better than the sagest divine tha
lives, and yet he could not tell you. No, the asgaduld not tell you, you would not understand them
What is glory? You must enjoy it to know it. Gloiy not merely rest, happiness, wealth, safetys it i
honor, victory, immortality, triumph. You know whaten call “glory” here below. The people climb to
the housetops and throng the streets, and sourdathens because a conqueror has returned from war
and brings with him huge spoils. See how he stamdst, drawn in his chariot by milk-white steeds.
Follow him up the Via Sacra to the Capitol at Rofdien count him happy because he is surrounded
with glory. What is this glory? Smoke, noise, dastd oblivion, that is all. But glory as the Lordes
the term, what is it? It is that which surroundsnidelf, for He is the King of glory. It is that wihic
crowns every attribute, for we read of the gloryH$ power and the glory of His grace. It is the-ou
come of all His plans and thoughts and works, ioall things He is glorified. It is that which Higar
Son inherits, for He has entered into His glory. $dall be with Him where He is, and shall behold Hi
glory. Yes, it is of this unutterable thing that aleall partake, and that so soon! “Wherefore cotrdne
another with these words.”

V. Now, fifthly and finally, BLESSINGS IN THEIR UNIVEBALITY. | have noticed that lawyers,
who will always go into particulars as much as thay in their deeds—an excellent method of adding
to their fees—yet usually are obliged to sum uphvaitgeneral clause which includes all they have sai
and all they ought to have said. They use somegEngdnal sentence to comprehend all the mentiona-
ble and unmentionables, all that can be remembadall that might be forgotten. Now, the last @dirt
my text is of that character—“No good thing will Kéthhold from them that walk uprightly.” Is there
some good thing which does not come to us by thd'sdeing our sun? We shall not lose on that ac-
count. Is there another good thing which cannanbkided in God’s being our shield? We shall not be
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deprived of that. Is there some good thing thahoabe comprehended in grace? | cannot imagine what
it can be, but if there is such a thing, we shall miss even that. Is there some good thing thabts
comprehended even in glory? Well, it does not matte shall have it, for here stands the boundless
promise—“No good thing will He withhold from them that walk nightly.”

“Well,” says someone, “but God has denied me mgoyd things!” Yes, then they would not be
good things to you. What has God done to you, thelg?has made me to be sickly in body, He has
caused me to be poor, and | am tried in many wawsthis He has fulfilled His word, that no good
thing should be withheld from you. | have knownatgheér who boasted that he never laid a hand on his
children by way of chastising them. | sometimeshedsthat he had done so, for his children wereda sa
plague to all who called at the house. Now, thétdiawas withholding a good thing from his children
a touch of the birch would have been most wholesdng heavenly Father never says of any of His
elect, “I never laid a hand upon them,” but it istien, “As many as | love | rebuke and chastencdG
had one Son without sin, but He never had a sdmowitchastisement. O you who are tried and afflict-
ed, the Lord has not withheld from you the blessifiglis rod. Accept trials from God, and believatth
they are tokens of His love. If there is anythiraywish for and cannot get it from God, then, depen
upon it, it would not be a good thing for you. liete is any apparently evil thing which comes ta yo
plenteously, and you would gladly avoid it, depenmbn it, it really is a good thing or else the Lord
would not have sent it to you.

“Alas,” cries one, “there are many good things abhl have not received.” Whose fault is that?
What does the text say? It does not say, “I witcéall My children to enjoy every good thing.” No,
but, “No good thing will He withhold.” There aredahisands of mercies that we do not enjoy, not be-
cause they are withheld, but because we do nottteka. We are not straitened in God, but in our-
selves. We are empty because we do not acceptitheds of Christ. If we were to be introduced into
some of the depots in London that are full of &#anost rich and rare, and the owners were to say,
“Now, take whatever you please,” we should helpselves with a degree of liberality. But when the
Lord takes us into the storehouses of His gracehawe not faith enough to ask for large things. We
might have ten times as much—ten thousand timesweh—if we would. Many of God’s people are
pining on a pittance when they might feast in pteiihey are eating the coarsest meal, and weahning t
roughest garment—I mean spiritually—and going atsgihing and crying, and doubting and fearing,
and all the while there is the bread of heavenhentable for them, and the robe of Christ’s righteo
ness is prepared for them to wear. They might datelieaven’s gate, but they condemn themselves to
the dunghill.

Come, brothers and sisters, let us change all #md if the Lord has said, “No good thing will |
withhold,” let us put Him to the test. Among otheings, let us ask Him to give us more joy in the
Lord—a fuller assurance and confidence in Him, Hiedwill give it to us. Do not let us be poor byfsel
inflicted poverty, but let us rise to the richesiethare presented to us in this blessed text. thwisew
how to preach from it, but pray take an hour tiiisraoon, and do with the text as the cow does thi¢h
grass when she has been round the meadow andeshtistself. She lies down and chews the cud. If
you will ruminate by meditation you will find more the text than | shall ever be able to bring @iut.

May the Lord feed you upon this choice portion, @nrist’'s sake. Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 84, EPHESIANS 1.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—912, 89 (VERSION 2), 688.
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