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“When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, bthat rather a tumult
was made, he took water, and washed his hands ecfloe
multitude, saying, | am innocent of the blood ofithjust person:
see you to it. Then answered all the people, and,sa
His blood be on us, and on our children.”
Matthew 27:24, 25.

THE crucifixion of Christ was the crowning sin @dir race. In His death we shall find all the sifs o
mankind uniting in foul conspiracy. Envy and pridled hate are there, with covetousness, falsehood,
and blasphemy, eager to rush on to cruelty, revearg murder. The devil awakened around the seed of
the woman the iniquities of us all, they compadbedLord about; yes they compassed Him about like
bees. All the evils of human hearts of all agesewsmmcentrated around the cross, even as alluBesri
run into the sea, and as all the clouds empty tebsas upon the earth, so did all the crimes of man
gather to the slaying of the Son of God. It seem®&d hell held a formal reception and all the gas
forms of sin came flocking to the rendezvous, aupgn army they hastened to the battle. As the vul-
tures hasten to the body, so the flocks of sinsecaotmake the Lord their prey. By all the assembled
troops of sins there was consummated the fouleaearhich the sun has ever beheld. By wicked hands
they did crucify and slay the Savior of the world.

We have been singing two hymns in which we tookucselves a share of the guilt of our Lord’s
death. We sang—

“Oh, the sharp pangs of smarting pain
My dear Redeemer bore,

When knotty whips and rugged thorns
His sacred body tore.

But knotty whips and rugged thorns

In vain do | accuse;

In vain | blame the Roman bands
And the more spiteful Jews.

'Twas you, my sins, my cruel sins,
His chief tormentors were;

Each of my crimes became a nalil,
And unbelief the spear.”

And then after the same manner we sorrowfully askqdestion, and sang a penitential reply—
“My Jesus! Who with spit vile
Profaned Your sacred brow?

Or whose unpitying scourge has made
Your precious blood to flow?

'Tis | have thus ungrateful been,

Yet, Jesus, pity take!

Oh, spare and pardon me, my Lord,
For Your sweet mercy’s sake!”

Perhaps some of you hardly understand what you be&e singing. But others of us have sincerely
and intelligently pleaded guilty of the death of dord Jesus Christ. We know that He not only seffie
for our transgressions, but by our iniquities. Tikigot clear to a great many, and | would not Haeen
pretend that it is. They cannot see that they reawghing to do with the matter of Jesus’ death, and
therefore they are not moved to repentance bygafiit. Indeed, they imitate the example of Rilet
our text, when he took water and washed his haaftyd the multitude and said, “I am innocent of the
blood of this just person.” The object of our prasgiscourse will be to awaken slumbering conscienc
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es. Without going into any metaphysical questiatoavhether such a man did or did not actuallyehav
a share in the particular action by which Jesud,dishall show you that in many ways men pradiycal
commit a like crime, and so prove that they haweilar dispositions to those ancient Kill-Christ's.
Though they repudiate the crucifixion, they repéaif not in form, yet in spirit. Though Jesusrnist
here in flesh and blood, yet the cause of holiresstruth and His divine Spirit are still among asd
men act towards the kingdom of Christ, which isiggtamong them, in the same way as the Jews and
Romans acted towards the incarnate God. True, &l ane not alike against Him, for the Lord spoke of
some who have “the greater sin,” and few are alsygas the traitor Judas, that son of perditior, ibu
every form of it the rejection of Christ is a great, and it will be a great gospel blessing i§itepented

of after the fashion of the prophet when he saithey shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and
they shall mourn for Him as one mourns for his oy, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as oa¢ th
is in bitterness for his first-born.”

| shall now take up the story of our Lord’s apaeee before Pilate, from the moment of His being
sent back to Herod to the time when He was deld/évethe Jews to be led away for crucifixion, and |
shall try to exhibit by this narrative several wagswhich men virtually put the Christ to deathdan
therefore become partakers of the ancient transigresvhich was committed at Jerusalem.

|. First, there are some—and these are they who &vgreater sin—who are DETERMINEDLY
AND AVOWEDLY THE OPPONENTS OF THE LORD JESUS CHRISThese are the men who are
represented by the chief priests and elders ofléhes, who of old sought the Savior’'s blood, because
they could not endure His teaching. Nothing elselldsatisfy them but that He should be removed
from the earth, for He was a standing protest agdheir evil deeds. They hated Him because by His
light their wicked lives were reproved. These wtre true murderers of Christ, who gloried in their
shame and defied the punishment of it, crying, “bl@od be on us, and on our children.” We still dav
among us those who cannot endure the teachingrdfad Jesus. His very name seems to excite their
worst passions. They rave at the mention of Him. & atrocious things that some have said ofdate
the Christ of God. They have gone out of their waynsult Him. If anyone else had been slandered as
He has been, society would not have toleratedahth$ome tongues. Accusations against Jehovah and
His Son would seem to be delectable morsels to moblasphemers, dainties upon which they feed
greedily. My flesh trembles when | think of the th@peeches which the ungodly still utter againsh Hi
who in the day of His humiliation endured such cadiction of sinners against Himself. Many of these
slanders would have been absurd, and to be disthweitle utter contempt, if it were not for the guoit
the men themselves, for in these speeches we aethéhpoison of asps is under their lips, theiutho
is full of curses and bitterness. They do not tesathe heroes of war, the philosophers of antjguior
even the notorious scourges of the race. To dhede they show some candor, and often award honors
which are doubtfully due, but when they touch ugus person and life of our blessed Lord, candor and
honesty are dismissed, anything like an attempntterstand Him is refused, and He and His arecteat
with ridicule, misrepresentation, and falsehoodeyrheap up their coarsest epithets, they put thrstwo
interpretation upon His words, and they give tHestimisrepresentations of His deeds, and attritoute
Him motives to which He was an utter stranger. Smelm are among us, clamoring to be heard. There
have been unbelievers and deriders of Jesus tireds, but just now the race is of fouler spee@nth
usual. Once infidelity was philosophical and thafighand great names were to be found upon hér rol
but now her noisiest advocates are bullies aftemtlanner of Tom Paine, men who seem to delight in
wounding the feelings of the godly and crushingresacred thing under their feet. These are the tru
followers of the men whose mouths were full of, d€ify Him! Crucify Him!” They cannot endure that
Jesus should be remembered, much less revered.clieyto be “liberal,” and to be large-hearted to-
wards all religions, but their unmitigated scornttod faith of Jesus is displayed on every possibtea-
sion, proving that the spirit of persecution buwithin them. It would be idle for these to say thay
would not crucify Christ, for they do crucify Hino the utmost of their power by their profane spesch
against Him.

A certain number’s main attack is aimed againstrtiyal authority and reigning power of the Lord
Jesus. They exclaim against Him because He clam&nsal sovereignty. They might not object so
much to Christianity as one of various creeds dsut claims to be supreme they will have nothmmga
with it. The Roman Senate was willing to set upudes the Pantheon, among other gods, but when they
learned that Christ claimed to be worshipped aland,then He was denied a place in the circle of ad
ration. If the gospel claims to be truth, and juslg¢her systems to be false, straightway it arotises
opposition of the broad school. We have men amaengday who say, “Yes, there is something good in
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Christianity just as there is in Buddhism.” Of tpiecious Buddhism they seem of late to be wonderfu
ly fond, any idol will suit men so long as they darid of the living God. A Christ who will be aye
thing or nothing is not to their taste. When Hesstiyat He will utterly demolish the idols, and eédis
enemies in pieces as with a rod of iron, they giua the cold shoulder, for they are distinctly #we-
mies of Jesus Christ if He is set forth as Loralof

And we have some of milder cast who, neverthejegswith this band, for their opposition is tceth
deity of Christ. These in effect cry, “We have w/and by our law He ought to die, because He made
Himself the Son of God.” They grow indignant oviee tclaims which Christians advance for their God
and Savior. Christ the best of men, Christ the estbdf prophets, Christ near akin to Deity, pogsél
delegated God, they will go as far as that, buihtmrthey will not stir. “That all men should horitve
Son even as they honor the Father” is not to tinénd. If Jesus is preached as “very God of very,God
straightway we hear from them the cry, “Away witimti Away with Him!” When we proclaim Jesus as
King upon God’s holy hill of Zion, and say of HirfiYour throne, O God, is forever and ever,” they re-
fuse to bow before His divine majesty. They dofasas they are able, destroy the divinity of Chaisd
reduce Him to a mere man. How can such people btae@ews and the Romans? They could but slay
His manhood, but these would destroy His deityndstheir guilt as great? | charge all deniershef t
Godhead of our Lord with being, as far as theylmanHis murderers, for they strike at His noblest n
ture by assailing His divine power and godhead. aySpirit of God be here to convince them ofrthei
error and lead them to worship Jesus, who is exalt¢he right hand of the Father.

| must charge home the accusation in the nameodf &d truth. Avowed opposers of Christ, had
they been alive in the days of His flesh, wouldéawshed Him to be put to death, for, so far ay tre
concerned, He is either dead to them in His trusattter, or else they are doing their best in tbein
conscience and upon the conscience of others tepsttan out of existence. If they say they would not
have put Jesus to a literal death on the crossy treey are putting Him to a death which He woudg-d
recate even more, namely, the destruction of alirfluence over the minds of men. By decrying His
atonement by which He reconciles men to God, lyngetnen’s hearts against Him and causing them to
refuse His salvation, these men do as far as theyrob Him of the joy that was set before Him, for
which He endured the cross, despising the shantleisisiothing? Put me to death if you will, forhadl
live when | am dead by the words which | have spokshould count it a far worse murder if you abul
sweep out of men’s minds all that | have taught ewerthrow all the good which | have attempted to
do. And if it is so of a mere man, much more mus$tei so of Jesus—that merely to murder Him upon
the cross is comparatively little compared withldeng, “We will not be influenced by Him, nor be-
lieve in Him as Savior and God, and to the besiwfpower we will prevent others from believing in
Him.” What a wretched objective for a man to liwe,fwhat a horrible fame for a man to seek after—to
stamp out the gospel of Jesus. Terrible will bepineishment of this sin. Oh, opponent of Jesuseats
of being less guilty than the Jews of our Lord’y,dgou are even more culpable. You are not slaying
Him in one way, but you are doing it in anotherd d@ime crime is the same in spirit. | see a mystiss
to which your cruel words nail my Lord, | see befony mental eyes a Calvary whereon the Lord Jesus
is crucified afresh and put to an open shame hgehsarcasms and skeptical insinuations, | see Him
derided and made nothing of by those who deny Eiity dnd refuse to believe in His sacrifice. Enough
of this. May conscience be present here, and tivé 8pGod be present too, that men may not dare t
wash their hands in innocence if they have beeroffem antagonists of Jesus and still are so. Gh tha
you would turn to Him, and become His discipless bieauties are such that they might well charm eve-
ry honest heart. His teaching is so tenderly reaslen so full of sweetness and of light, that imar-
velous that men do not receive it with joy. Hissgas unique—a bleeding sufferer, bearing offenses
that were not His own, that His own enemies miglg! IThe conception is so strange that it couldemev
have originated in the selfish mind of fallen mérbears its own witness on its brow. Woe unto ¢hos
that fight against it, for it shall cost them dgatHe that stumbles upon this stone shall be brokanh
upon whomever this stone shall fall it shall grimich to powder. See what came to these Jewish people
they were themselves crucified by Titus in such bers that they could no longer find wood enough for
their execution. Jerusalem destroyed is the resulesus crucified. Beware, you that fight agaktist,
for the omnipotent Father will take up His quareeid all the forces of creation and of providendé w
be at His command to wage war for truth and rigiseess. The Nazarene has triumphed, and He will
triumph even to the end, when He shall have all ¢tismies under His feet. O you that hate Him, be
wise early and close the hopeless contest in wyochchiefly fight against your own souls.
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Il. I hope there are not many here to whom this fiast pf my sermon applies. We will advance to a
second point. Pilate, having a conscience whichbiied him, was exceedingly anxious not to put Jesus
to death, and yet could not see how he could adoidg so, seeing that the Jews threatened to accuse
him of lack of loyalty to Caesar, and that Caebkardgloomy tyrant Tiberius, who was unrelenting is h
fury. After first sending his prisoner to Herod, fireds that he cannot escape in that way, and fibrere
he grasps at a second hope. He tells the mob hbatustom of the feast required that one prisoner
should be released, and that the choice remainddtisém. He hopes that they will choose Jesus of
Nazareth. A vain hope indeed! It so happened tieetwas another Jesus in prison at the time, iyamel
Jesus Barabbas, who had been a murderer, and vitgsogth of sedition and robbery. Pilate brings ou
the two and he gives the Jews their choice. It dondke a wonderful picture if it were really so,aas
writer on the Life of Christ suggests, that Pilattually set the two individuals before the crovBee
there the dark-browed, scowling assassin, wittcéidooks, and every mark of fury and hate upon his
face, the man taken red-handed, familiar with bjotb@ brigand whose very profession was strife!
There he stands like a wolf, and by his side istlsetgentle Lamb of God. See there in His face and
bearing, all that is good, tender, benevolent, ioeffhe incarnations of hate and love are befoesnth
and Pilate gives the crowd their choice. Withousita#ion they cry, “Not this man, but Barabbas.”
“Now, Barabbas was a robber.” The murderer walkayafkee, and the innocent Jesus is left to die. In
this | shall have to impeach a second class of iNeMHE MATTER OF THEIR CHOICE. Many
among us have by divine grace chosen Jesus torlf&&amor, King, and Lord. He is the groundwork of
our eternal hope, and the spring of our presentj@yhave selected Christ to be the guide and tezde
our lives, and we are not ashamed of the choideadtbeen made deliberately and solemnly, and we re
new it from day to day—

“High heaven that heard the solemn vow,

That vow renewed shall daily hear,

Till in life’s latest hour we bow,

And bless in death a bond so dear.”
| fear that some among you have not chosen Clgigtwhat have you chosen? Let me mention two or
three objects of human choice, worthy to be rankithl Barabbas of old. Too many have chokahto
be their delight. | will not paint the hideous mts| have no colors. It is a foul and bestiahthiThe
cheek of modesty blushes at the very mention ofet, for the pleasures of wantonness, Christ is se
aside. For the strange woman many a man has thaaay his soul, and chosen infamy instead of glo-
ry! | half excuse the Jews for choosing Barabbasmihsee a man obeying the lusts of the fleshanste
of Christ, and yet | am probably addressing indreild who secretly indulge their baser passions, and
are thereby held back from becoming decided ChristiThey know they cannot be followers of Christ
and yet indulge in wantonness and chambering, la@r@fore for this vile self-indulgence they letukes
go.

Very frequently | meet with persons who have chameother Barabbas instead of Jesus. What if, to
borrow from heathenism, | call it BacchuB?ink is the demon which enthralls millions. It is aevic
which degrades men, and defaces the image of Gtdtem. We insult the brutes when we say that a
drunken man sinks to the level of the beasts,Herdattle never go as low as that. Alas, | haveskno
men—yes, and women, too—who have been hearer® gfaspel, and have in a measure felt its power,
and yet for this sin they have sold their souls ginén up their Savior. No drunk has eternal liedang
in him, and to speak plain English, there are msifeg Christians who deserve to be called by that
name. | say that they prefer the drink-demon tchiblg Lord Jesus. You condemn the Jews for choosing
Barabbas? Where will you find a counselor to pleadyou when you choose drunkenness? If it was
sinful for them to choose a murderer, what mubgifor you to choose this cursed vice, which mwgder
its hundreds of thousands? Oh, this national viceuecs, is the vice which makes this nation a bydvor
and a proverb among the nations of the earth! \Whall | say of it? And is this to be set in rivalmwth
my Lord? Oh, shame, cruel shame that this shoulgetected in preference to Him who loved us and
gave Himself for us!

“Well, well,” says one, “I do not fall into thatrs” No, my friend, but what is it that you do clsmo
instead of Christ, for if you do not set Him on theone of your heart, you are choosing somethisg. e
Is it that you do not want to be a Christian beeagmu wish to save yourself trouble and would b ha
py and comfortable and enjoy yourself? You do ruaiase any openly vicious way in particular, but
you prefer to be moderately sinful and to take adrgourself, and save all care, thought, and dgxie
about death and heaven and hell. You think thaehgling a careless life you are happier than if you
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yielded yourself to Jesus? You are laboring underséake, but one thing is clear—self is your ganlj
that is a deity as groveling as any other. Theaidw] who worships a god of gold or silver, or ewén
stone or mud, is not quite as degraded as the nmanwerships himself. Self-worship is coming very
low, indeed. When | am my own god, or my belly ig god, can there be a lower depth? If | live merely
to be easy and comfortable, and have no care fdy @oChrist, or heavenly things, what a choicenl a
making. Think of it, and be ashamed. Oh, | saymgaimany a man’s choice of what should be the ob-
ject of his life, he sins precisely as they sinmdtb put away Jesus and chose Barabbas. | say r@ mor
May the Holy Spirit send home this sadly convictingh.

lIl. Thirdly. Pilate, seeing that he cannot, thus, sephsoner free, gives Him over into the hands of
the soldiers, who straightway make merry over Hild &teat Him as an object of contempt. The words
are cruel, and are enough to draw tears from al eg we read them, “Then Pilate therefore tooksJes
and scourged Him. And the soldiers plaited a crafvthorns, and put it on His head, and they put on
Him a purple robe.” “I am innocent here,” cries afemy hearers. What! Are you quite sure that you
are free from THE SIN OF CONTEMPT AND OF CAUSING RATO JESUS? Listen a while. When
you have been so busy about the world that youdcood think of Him, when you have been so eager to
be rich that you laughed at the true riches, donaiuknow that you were twisting a crown of thotas
put upon His head? Your folly in despising your asaul sorely wounds Him. He pities you, and cannot
bear to see that the thorns of this world shoultheharvest which you sow and reap. If He weresnot
loving of heart and tender of spirit it would noatter, but this unkindness to yourself is unkindnies
Him, and virtually when you have been full of caee®l anxieties concerning the world, and have had
no care and no anxiety about Him or about your gaul, you have put a crown of thorns upon His
head. Is this nothing?

Let me ask you when you have gone up to the méewrship on Sunday, as you always do, and
have pretended to adore Him, though you do not kiwe, do you know what you have done? You have
mocked Him by a feigned worship, and thus you hawethe purple robe upon Him. For that purple
robe meant that they made Him a nominal king, @ kumo was not in truth a king, but a mere show.
Your Sunday religion, which has been forgottenhia week, has been a scepter of reed, a powerless en
sign, a mere sham. You have mocked and insultedd¥en in your hymns and prayers, for your reli-
gion is a pretense with no heart in it. You broulgith an adoration that was no adoration, a condessi
that was no confession, and a prayer that was ageprls it not so? | pray you be honest with your-
selves. Is it not so? And then all the week longehygou not preferred anyone to Jesus, any booketo t
Bible, any exercise to prayer, any enjoyment to mamion with Him? Political objects have awakened
you, but not the Lord’s glory nor the spread of Hisgdom. Is not this despising Jesus? Is not this
mocking Him?

Are there not among you some who are weary olLtrd? Weary of the Sabbath? Weary of ser-
mons about Jesus? Weary of atoning blood? Weagpyaiding the Redeemer? What is this but contempt
of Him?

Too many have even jested about the holiest og#iif they have not mocked Jesus personally they
have ridiculed His people for His sake, and madehmaf His gospel. By some, religion is set up as a
scarecrow, and piety is treated as a byword, censous scruples are laughed at as old-fashioned ab
surdities, and devotion to Christ is set down ag € kin to insanity. We know it is so, even among
some who are hearers of the gospel, and outwatsllypholders. There is contempt for the life and
power of it, they know and honor its name, butrigmity of vital godliness they do not value. Angs
their conscience thunders heavily at them, and they are compelled to wish they had what at other
times they disdain. They do despite to the bloodesus, and yet would gladly be partakers in its pa
doning power.

| fear none of us dare wash our hands of thissas af our fallen estate. Time was when thosesof u
who love Jesus now, and could kiss every woundisf ¥t thought so little of Him that anything was
better than He. The story of His sufferings wasvaarisome as a worn-out tale, and as for giving our
whole selves to Him, we deemed it a fanatical esgica or an enthusiastic dream. Blessed Savior, You
have forgiven us. Forgive others who are doingstrae.

IV. | have but a minute to spare for each point, so howast turn to another sin of which many are
guilty, namely, THE SIN OF HEARTLESSNESS WITH REGBRO THE SUFFERINGS OF OUR
LORD. Pilate thought he had another way of lettaigyprisoner go, and this he tried. He scourged.Him
I will not tell you how dreadful Roman scourging svdt could not now be equaled except it is by the
Russian whip. It was the most terrible of tortutdany died under it, and almost all the victimshfad
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after a few blows. By it the human frame was reduitea mass of bruised, bleeding, quivering flesh.
When the Savior was all a mass of wounds and wuRiéate brought Him forth and said, “Behold the
man,” appealing to what little humanity he hopedrghstill might be in the chief priests and elders.
“Behold the man!” he said. “Is not this enough?islerushed and battered and bleeding all overmis n
this enough?” But they had no feeling for Him whvate and only cried, “Away with Him.” If the spec-
tacle of woe which our Lord presented on this ocragoes not touch you, it is a lamentable proof of
hardness of heart. Do not many read the story sfsHiferings without emotion?

Despised, reviled, crowned with thorns, and scedygur Lord stands alone as the Man of Sorrows,
the Monarch of miseries. Griefs without parallelb®é unique and by themselves! Have you no tears to
shed for Him whom soldiers mocked and Jews derid?Is it possible that you answer, “No"? Have
you heard the story till it has less effect tharidde romance? For shame! For shame! And the wajrst
it is that it should not affect men when they rerhemthat these griefs were voluntarily borne out of
love, and not of necessity nor from any selfishiwetHis woes were borne for His enemies. He bade
His disciples begin to preach at Jerusalem thatrtée who spat in His face might know that they aad
share in His compassion, and that he who drovdatiee into His heart was one for whom He tasted
death. He dies praying for His murderers. Ah meatTihshould be so. A man dying for his friend is a
noble sight, but a Man dying for those who put hardeath is the most extraordinary sight that angel
ever beheld.

There is this about it too, which touches belisvaost tenderly, our Lord suffered thus on our ac-
count. In His death is our hope, or else we areftogver. If we have not part and lot in the neof
the agony, then for us there remains nothing Baagul looking for judgment and of fiery indignati.

Do we not mourn when we see Jesus dying for us@elinfj, you are fled to brutish beasts, and men
have lost their reason. Surely our hearts willike the rock in Horeb. Stricken by the rod of thess,

our souls will gush with rivers of penitential gridnd here is a marvelous proof of our guilt, tha
have compassion for everybody but the Savior;weatan cry over a lapdog, and yet can hear of Chris
with utter indifference. There are multitudes ofgmns of this kind, and | pray God’s Spirit to thuc
their conscience upon this matter of heartlesstusesrd Jesus.

But | must hasten on, though | might wish to lindeaving with your meditations the enlargement
of these charges.

V. There is another crime of which many are guilty efthwas see in Pilate, and that was the crime
of COWARDICE. No less than three times did Piledg ef our Lord, “I find no fault in Him,” and yet
he did not let Him go. He himself said, “I have mowo crucify You, and have power to release You,”
and yet he dared not exercise the power to deliMaough cowardice he dared not let his perfectly i
nocent prisoner go free. He knew, but he did nbupdo his knowledge. Have | any before me whose
knowledge of good things far outruns their pra&idéis, surely, will be one of the never-dying werm
of hell—the gnawing of an instructed and disregdrdenscience. Over the door of their prison, tfs¢ lo
shall read this inscription—"You knew your duty yau did it not.” The knowledge which makes men
responsible for their deeds increases that respiinsas it is itself increased, and with it theuilt and
their punishment. Moreover, Pilate did not only wnthe right, but after his own fashion he wished to
do it. One almost pities the vacillating cowarde $®w he struggles to release Jesus in some ihdirec
fashion which may cost him nothing. He wishes, ésolves, and then he hangs back. Like a vessel
tossed with contrary winds, he is at one time atmmodarbor, and soon he is far out at sea. Oh, the
guantities of dead wishes that one might gathehis Tabernacle, as men gather untimely fruit which
the wind has shaken from the trees. Men wish tengpvish to believe, wish to decide, wish to bs/ho
wish to be right with God, but their wishing leadsno practical decision, and so they perish at the
threshold of mercy. Their goodness ends in empsyreie, which do but evidence their responsibility,
and so secure their condemnation. Yet, to be ystmust admit that Pilate did more than wish, he
spoke for Christ. But having spoken in His favorda not proceed to action, as be was bound to have
done. It is possible for a man to say with his tead'l find no fault in Him,” and then by his aatis to
condemn Jesus by giving Him up to die. Words gre@ homage to the Savior. Not by words does He
save mankind, and not by lip service is He to Ipaick Pilate spoke boldly enough, and then retdeate
before the clamors of the crowd, and yet Pilatdctcbe firm sometimes. When Jesus was nailed to the
cross, the priests begged Pilate to change thesation which was written over His head, and he doul
not, but replied, “What | have written, | have weit.” Why could he not have shown a little backbone
when Jesus yet lived? He was not altogether swoba#t, effeminate being as to be incapable of pwyttin
his foot down firmly. If he did so once, he mighave done it before, and so have saved himself from
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this great transgression. Are there any Pilates-h@ersons who would long ago have been Christfans i
they had possessed enough moral courage? Somshf@olimpanion would laugh at them if they be-
came religious, and this they could not bear. Rlastards! | heard the other day of a lad who daotd
pray in the room where two or three others slepd, 0, like a coward, he crept into bed and sucedmb
to the fear of others. | fear that some men woolther be damned than be laughed at. Another person
has a wicked companion, and he knows that he nuidtis acquaintance if he becomes a follower of
Jesus, this he would do, but he lacks courage.Oww shrink back from that, which Christ’s service
involves, because of the fear of men, know youthetportion of the fearful? O you trembling oness, i
Jesus covered with wounds and shame for you, angar ashamed of Him? Death is coming upon
Him speedily, and do you hide your faces from Hihhfts is cruelty, indeed, both to Christ and to your
self. Can you not leave His enemies? “Come youromt among them, and be you separate: touch not
the unclean thing.” Will you not espouse His cau$e&ny man will serve Me, let him follow Me.” By
this cowardice you do as much as you are able tahguChrist to death. “How?” you ask. Well, sup-
pose everybody acted as you do? Would there b&hangtianity in the world? If everybody was cow-
ardly, would there be a church at all? Are you kihing Christ and burying Christ as far as eveuyo
can? Are you not destroying His influence and waaigHis church by refusing to acknowledge Him?
Is it not so? Look at it. Whatever influence yowdan the world, you refuse to use for Jesus. Thoug
multitudes are active in despising and opposing,Hiou do not lift a hand in His favor. Why do you
not come out and say, “I am on His side”? By yaysmosed neutrality you act as His foe. You must be
on one side or the other now that you have headtispel, for Jesus has said, “He that is not kigh

is against Me: he that gathers not with Me scatibread.” You are against Him, and you are scatjeri
abroad. Suppose others follow your example? “Weibtl say, “there is nothing bad in my example,
except that | am not a Christian.” Just so, andeusdme aspects the very goodness of your example
makes it operate all the more powerfully for elidlo not think that the example of a thoroughlyrdeu

en man, for instance, leads many young peopleimémperance. On the contrary, many take warning
from the spectacle, and fly to total abstinencestxurity. | have often had young men and women-com
ing to join the church who have been total abstainé the most intense kind because a drunkenrfathe
made their childhood so wretched, and kept the heongoor that they abhorred the accursed thing. See
then, how an evil example may lose its evil powewrbry excess. Yours is another case, your example
is in some respects admirable, and then you tht@n the side of the devil. The better man youthee
more mischief you are doing by siding with eviladmuch as you are that which is moral, excellent,
amiable, you are the very man whose influence €bright to have on His side, and if you cause it to
go against Him the fact is all the more deploralflene weight of your character goes to make ngen |
nore the claims of the Son of God, what is thisdpiitually to compass His death?

VI. Lastly, and oh that the Spirit of God may bless fiharp medicine to some heart that it may feel
the pangs of penitence this morning—there is theosiSELF-RIGHTEOUS HYPOCRISY. This Pilate
committed in set form. He took water and washedhisds and said, “I am innocent of the blood o thi
just person: see you to it.” What a contradictibt® is innocent, but he gives them permission to be
guilty. They could not murder the Lord without Ipisrmission. He gives the necessary permit, and yet
he says, “I am innocent.” Do | not see anothehefdame class over yonder? He says, “I do not slespi
Christ, or speak a word against Him. | am perfenthocent of any ill will towards Him. Of coursé, i
others oppose Him they may, for it is a free coyrlat them do as they like, but | am perfectlyaclef
it.” It is not the way that a man acts if he seesther being murdered. He does not look on andhssty
he would rather not interfere. You say you canredp lother people’s opinions? Have you no opinion of
Jesus of your own? Do you say, “No, | never thifilHom”? Is not that contempt? Do you decline to
hold any opinion about one who claims to be youd®ébout one who must be your Savior or you
must perish forever? You cannot sheer off in thay.wWow that rebellion is afoot you must either be
loyal or be a traitor. The standard is unfurled) aach man must take his side. Your negligencesis)
contradicts your claim to be neutral. You pretemdeaive Him alone, but that leaving alone is fatal.
man is in yon upper room of a burning house, andgan save him. You refuse to touch the matter, for
it is no concern of yours either way, and so yavéeit to the firemen and their helpers. Meanwtihe,
man perishes because you will not help him. | ay you are inexcusable, that man’s blood liesat y
door. It was your duty to have rescued him. SolLibrel Jesus Christ comes here among men and He is
persecuted. You quietly say, “No doubt it is a pliyt | cannot help it.” Just so, but by your inact
you side with His foes.
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Do you say that you are so righteous that youataneed a Savior? That, indeed, is smiting Him on
the face. He comes to be a Savior and you tell tHah He is superfluous, that you are so good that y
can do without being washed in His blood. Thatpstieg in His face, and telling Him that He was a
fool to die for you. Why should He shed His blobgau are innocent enough without it? In effect you
charge God with folly for providing a great proptton when such good people as you are need nothing
of the kind. | do not believe anybody can more gipssult the Son of the Highest! This is cruaifyi
Him indeed! The self-righteous man who says, “I@dean,” deprives Christ’s sacrifice of its gloryisH
life of its end, His person of its dignity, His wieovork of its wisdom. The very heart of God is gpbn
the objective for which Christ died, and yet thE-sghteous man counts this a folly.

Come, my hearers, there is no room for any obuactuse his fellow, let us all come with humble
confessions to the feet of Jesus, now risen frard#ad, and let us each say to Him right sorroyll

“Tis | to whom these pains belong,
"Tis | should suffer for my wrong.
Bound hand and foot in heavy chains
Your scourge, Your fetters, whatever
You bear, ‘tis my soul should bear,
For she has well deserved such pains.
Yet you do even for my sake

Onyou, in love, the burdens take
That weighed my spirit to the ground:
Yes You are made a curse for me
That | might yet be blest through Thee:
My healing in Your wounds is found.”

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—JOHN 19:1-16.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—152, 581, 580.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Callection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, all free, visit:

WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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