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“When he was set down on the judgment seat, hisvgént unto him, saying, Have you nothing
to do with that just man: for | have suffered martkings this day in a dream because of Him.”
Matthew 27:19.

| EARNESTLY wished to pursue the story of our Sawdrials previous to His crucifixion, but
when | sat down to study the subject | found mysdéibgether incapable of the exercise. “When |
thought to know this, it was too painful for me.”yMemotions grew so strong, and my sense of our
Lord’s grief became so extremely vivid, that | fethust waive the subject for a time. | could natteh
with Him another hour, and yet | could not leave Hallowed scene. It was, therefore, a relief tetme
with the episode of Pilate’s wife and her dreameriibles me to continue the thread of my narrative,
and yet to relax the extreme tension of the fesliogused by a near view of the Master’'s grief and
shame. My spirit failed before the terrible sighthought | saw Him brought back from Herod where
the men of war had set Him at naught. | followednHhrough the streets again as the cruel priests
pushed through the crowd and hastened Him backidate® hall. | thought | heard them in the streets
electing Barabbas, the robber, to be set freegaisof Jesus, the Savior, and | detected theriisg of
that awful cry, “Crucify, crucify,” which they sheked out from their bloodthirsty throats, and thides
stood who loved me and gave Himself for me, likarab in the midst of wolves, with none to pity and
none to help Him. The vision overwhelmed me, egdlgoivhen | knew that the next stage would be that
Pilate, who had cleared Him, by declaring, “I find fault in Him,” would give Him over to the tormen
tors that He might be scourged, that the mercesaldiery would crown Him with thorns and merci-
lessly insult Him, and that He would be broughttiaio the people and announced to them with those
heart-rending words, “Behold the man!” Was thereresorrow like His sorrow? Rather than speak
about it this day, | feel inclined to act like Jslitiends, of whom it is written, that at the sigiithim
“they lifted up their voices and wept; and sat dowith him upon the ground seven days and seven
nights, and none spoke a word unto him: for they thet his grief was very great.”

We leave the Master awhile to look at this dredrRitate’s wife, which is only spoken of once in
the Scriptures, and then by Matthew. | know not wamjy that evangelist should have been commis-
sioned to record it, perhaps he alone heard &iuit,the one record is sufficient for our faith, dodg
enough to furnish food for meditation. We receive $tory as certified by the Holy Spirit.

Pilate throughout his term of office had grosslhglmehaved himself. He had been an unjust and un-
scrupulous ruler of the Jews. The Galileans and&#drearitans both felt the terror of his arms, fedid
not hesitate to massacre them at the slightestadiggvolt. And among the Jews themselves, he batl s
men with daggers into the midst of the crowds atgteat gatherings, and so had cut off those whie we
obnoxious to him. Gain was his objective, and prided his spirit. At the time when Jesus of Nattare
was brought before him, a complaint against him araghe way to Tiberius the Emperor, and he feared
lest he should be called to account for his opjpwass extortions, and murders. His sins at this eam
were beginning to punish him, as Job would wordTihe iniquities of his heels compassed him about.”
One terrible portion of the penalty of sin is iswger to force a man to commit yet further iniquiBi-
late’s transgressions were now howling around hke & pack of wolves, he could not face them, and
he had not grace to flee to the one great refugeh® fears drove him to flee before them, andaethe
was no way apparently open for him but that whexh thim into yet deeper abominations. He knew that
Jesus was without a single fault, and yet sinceléwes clamored for His death, he felt that he nesd
to their demands, or else they would raise anatheusation against him, namely, that he was natl loy
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to the sovereignty of Caesar, for he had allowesl torescape who had called Himself a king. If hé ha
behaved justly he would not have been afraid ofcthief priests and scribes. Innocence is brave, but
guilt is cowardly. Pilate’s old sins found him cartd made him weak in the presence of the despicable
crew, whom otherwise he would have driven fromjtidgment seat. He had power enough to have si-
lenced them, but he had not sufficient decisiostafracter to end the contention. The power was gone
from his mind because he knew that his conduct evaot bear investigation, and he dreaded the Ibss o
his office, which he held only for his own endse $leere with pity that scornful but vacillating atere
wavering in the presence of men more wicked thamsblf and more determined in their purpose. The
fell determination of the wicked priests causedth@reg policy to tremble in their presence, anthtei

was driven to do what he would gladly have avoided.

The manner and the words of Jesus had imprestaéd.Risay the manner of Jesus, for His match-
less meekness must have struck the governor ag Aeiary unusual thing in a prisoner. He had seen i
captured Jews the fierce courage of fanaticismihoere was no fanaticism in Christ. He had alsm see
in many prisoners the meanness which will do oraagthing to escape from death, but he saw nothing
of that about our Lord. He saw in Him unusual gamkss and humility combined with majestic dignity.
He beheld submission blended with innocence. ThadaerPilate feel how awful goodness is. He was
impressed—he could not help being impressed—withuthique sufferer. Besides, our Lord had before
him witnessed a good confession—you remember howomsidered it the other day—and though Pi-
late had huffed it off with the pert question, “Wha truth?” and had gone back into the judgmetit ha
yet there was an arrow fixed within him which heldonot shake off. It may have been mainly supersti
tion, but he felt an awe of one whom he half susggzbto be an extraordinary person. He felt that he
himself was placed in a very extraordinary positibeing asked to condemn one whom he knew to be
perfectly innocent. His duty was clear enough, tielat never have had a question about that, but duty
was nothing to Pilate in comparison with his owteiasts. He would spare the Just One if he could do
so without endangering himself, but his cowardgrédashed him on to the shedding of innocent blood

At the very moment when he was vacillating, wherhlad proffered to the Jews the choice of Bar-
abbas, or Jesus of Nazareth—at that very momsaiy, lIwhen he had taken his seat upon the bench, and
was waiting for their choice, there came from thadhof God a warning to him, a warning which would
forever make it clear that, if he condemned Jesuguld be done voluntarily by his own guilty hand
Jesus must die by the determinate counsel andrfovdkdge of God, and yet it must be by wicked
hands that He is crucified and slain, and thereRil@e must not sin in ignorance. A warning tcagil
came from his own wife concerning her morning’sagine a vision of mystery and terror, warning him
not to touch that just person, “For,” she saidhdve suffered many things this day in a dream Isau
of Him.” There are times in most men’s lives whémugh they have been wrong, yet they have not
quite been set on mischief, but have come to agpand have deliberated as to their way, and theh Go
in great mercy has sent them a caution, and haspsatdanger signal bidding them stop in their mad
career before they plunged themselves finally imirievable ruin. Somewhere in that directiorsltee
subject of our present discourse. O that the Spiil@od may make it useful to many.

|. And first, | call your attention to THE COOPERATIOBF PROVIDENCE WITH THE WORK
OF GOD. I call it the work of God to warn men agaisin, and | call your attention to Providence
working with it to bring the preventives and caas®f divine mercy home to men’s minds.

For, first, observe the providence of Godsending this dream. If anything beneath the moon may
be thought to be exempt from law, and to be thatare of pure chance, surely it is a dream. Tiusret
were in old times, dreams in which God spoke to prephetically, but ordinarily they are the cariva
of thought, a maze of mental states, a dance ofdks. The dreams which would naturally come to the
wife of a Roman governor would not be likely to Bawnuch of tenderness or conscience in them, and
would not, in all probability, of themselves runthre line of mercy. Dreams ordinarily are the nist
orderly of phenomena, and yet it seems that theyatered of the Lord. | can well understand that e
ry drop of spray which flashes from the wave whetlaishes against the cliff has its appointed @it
truly as the stars of heaven, but the thoughtseri appear to be utterly lawless, especially thedghts
of men when deep sleep falls upon them. One migktad foretell the flight of a bird as the courdea
dream. Such wild fantasies seem to be ungovernédiagovernable. Many things operate naturally to
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fashion a dream. Dreams frequently depend uponrdhdition of the stomach, upon the meat and drink
taken by the sleeper before going to rest. Thegnofwe their shape to the state of the body oagjita-

tion of the mind. Dreams may, no doubt, be causetth&t which transpires in the chamber of the hpuse
a little movement of the bed caused by passing Isheethe tramp of a band of men, or the passirg o
domestic across the floor, or even the running aicuse behind the wall, may suggest and shape a
dream. Any slight matter affecting the senses ah $ume may raise within the slumbering mind a mob
of strange ideas. Yet whatever may have operatdiisnady’s case, the hand of providence was in it
all, and her mind, though fancy free, wandered reye/lbut just according to the will of God to accom-
plish the divine purpose. She must dream just sbr@nway else, and that dream must be of such and
such an order, and none other. Even dreamland know®d but God, and even phantoms and shadows
come and go at His bidding, neither can the imagesnight vision escape from the supreme authority
of the Most High. See the providence of God infdet that the dream of Pilate’s wife, however calise
should be of such a form and come at such a tintlei@sCertain old writers trace her dream to the-d

il, who thus hoped to prevent the death of our |Lart so prevent our redemption. | do not agreb wit
the notion, but even if it were so, | admire ak thore the providence which overrules even thecdsvi

of Satan for the purposes of wisdom. Pilate must/éaed, so that his sentence may be his own alct an
deed, and that warning is given him through higisifiream, so does Providence work.

Note, next, the providence of God in arranging tti¢h this dream there should be great mental suf-
fering. “I have suffered many things in a dream concerriig!” | cannot tell what vision passed be-
fore her mind’s eye, but it was one which causedidéible agony. A modern artist has painted a pic
ture of what he imagined the dream to be, but Il iz attempt to follow that great man in the eise
of fancy. Pilate’s wife may have realized in hezegl the dreadful spectacle of the crown of thonts a
the scourge, or even of the crucifixion and thetld@gony. And truly, | know of nothing more calddla
ed to make the heart suffer many things concerthieg_ord Jesus than a glance at His death. Around
the cross there gathers grief enough to cause mateepless night, if the soul has any tendermrdiss|
it. Or her dream may have been of quite anothet.Kdthe may have seen in vision the Just One coming
in the clouds of heaven. Her mind may have pictiHléd upon the great white throne, even the man
whom her husband was about to condemn to die. Slyehawve seen her husband brought forth to judg-
ment, himself a prisoner to be tried by the Just,Qvho had before been accused before him. She may
have awaked; startled at the shriek of her husbamdhe fell back into the pit that knows no bottom.
Whatever it was, she had suffered repeated pagmhdtions in the dream, and she awoke startled and
amazed. The terror of the night was upon her, atidaatened to become a terror to her for alldasss,
and she therefore hastens to stay her husbandts hanv, herein is the hand of God, and the simple
story goes to prove that the wandering nomads eardfand are still under His control, and He can
cause them to produce distress and anguish, if goamel end is to be served thereby.

Equally remarkable is it thahe should have sent to her husband the message, “Have nothing to do
with this just person.” Most dreams we quite forgefew we mention as remarkable, and only now and
then is one impressed upon us so that we rememfoaryears. Scarcely have any of you had a dream
which made you send a message to a magistratetbpdrench. Such an intention would only be resort-
ed to in an urgent case. Though the judge was g@warhusband you would be very hard-pressed before
you would worry him with your dreams while he waswpied with important public business. Mostly a
dream may wait till business is over. But so de@g the impression upon this Roman lady’'s mind that
she does not wait until her lord comes home, bodiséo him at once. Her advice is urgent—*Have you
nothing to do with this Just One.” She must wam Iniow, before he has laid a stroke on Him, much
less stained his hands in His blood. Not, “Havétke Ito do and scourge Him, and let Him go,” but
“Have you nothing to do with Him. Say not an unkindrd, nor do Him any injury! Deliver Him from
His adversaries! If He must die, let it be by samtiger hand than yours! My husband, my husband, my
husband, | beseech you; have nothing to do withjtist person. Let Him alone, | pray you!” She verd
her message very emphatically. “Have you nothindaavith this just person: for | have suffered many
things in a dream concerning Him. Think of youreliThink of yourself! Let my sufferings about this
Holy One be a warning to you. For my sake let Hlona!” And yet, do you know, her message to my
ear sounds rather authoritative for a woman tohlnsband, and he a judge! There is a tone abdutit t
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is not ordinarily in the address of wives to hustmrfHave you nothing to do with that just man: for
have suffered many things this day in a dream Isecaf Him.” It shows a wonderful providence of
God that this lady was moved to send so strongssage to her self-willed husband, to beseech,-to en
treat, to implore, almost to demand of him, thatdtehis just man go. O Providence, how mightidyc
you work! O Lord, the seraphim obey You, but Yondfian equally willing servitor in a wife who, at
Your bidding, stands between her husband and atrim

Once more, about this providence | want you tacedhe peculiar time in which her warning came.

It was evidently a dream of the morning, “I havéfened many things in a dream this day.” The day ha
not long broken—it was yet early in the morningeTRomans had a superstition that morning dreams
are true. | suppose it was after her husband Hatide that she thus dreamed. If | may be allowed,

to state a fact, but to make a conjecture, whigmseto me most probable, she was a dearly beloved
wife, but sickly and therefore needed to rest fertinto the day than her husband. And when he éfad |
his couch, she had yet another sleep, and beiegsitise person, and all the more likely to dreahe
awoke from her morning sleep oppressed with aitevioch she could not shake off. Pilate was gone,
and she was told that he was in the judgment 8k asked her attendants why he was there so early,
and they replied that there had been an unusualbcla the courtyard, for the high priests and drab
Jews had been there, and the governor had gorte dutm. They might, perhaps, also tell her that Je
sus of Nazareth was brought there a prisoner, lamg@riests were entreating Pilate to put Him taldea
though they had heard the governor say that hedfoonfault in Him. “Go,” she said to her maid, ‘ical

to one of the guards, and bid him go at once tohogband, and say what | tell you. Let him speak
aloud, that some of the cruel Jews may hear itenehoved from their cruel purpose. Let him say tha
implore my husband to have nothing to do with fost person, for | have suffered many things this
very morning in a dream concerning Him.” Just & thoment, you see, when Pilate had sat down on
the judgment seat, the warning came to him. Wheretlwvas a little lull, and he was anxious to acquit
his prisoner, at that instant of time which was thest hopeful, this weight was thrown into the tigh
side of the scale, thrown in most wisely and maeitiifto keep back Pilate from his grievous sin. The
warning came at the nick of time, as we say, thpadgs, it came in vain! Admire the punctuality of
Providence. God never is before His time. He névéoo late. It shall be seen concerning all that H
does, that on the same day determined by the pegptiee fulfilment came. My soul stands trembling
while she sings the glory of her God, whose pravigeis high, even like Ezekiel's wheels. But the
wheels are full of eyes, and as they turn, allsiineoundings are observed and provided for, sothiesée

are no slips, or oversights, or accidents, or delRyompt and effectual is the operation of thalLor

Thus much concerning Providence, and | think ydlalN agree that my point is proven—that prov-
idence is always co-working with the grace of GAdgreat writer who knows but little about divine
things, yet, nevertheless, tells us that he peeseaspower in the world which works for righteoiusmne
Exactly so! It is well spoken, for this is the dhag all powers. When you and | go out to warn noén
sin, we are not alone, all Providence is at oukb¥¢hen we preach Christ crucified, we are workers
together with God. God is working with us as walllyy us. Everything that happens is driving towards
the end for which we work, when we seek to convimes of sin and of righteousness. Where the Spirit
of God is, all the forces of nature and provideaemustered. The fall of empires, the death gbokss
the rising up of nations, the making or the bregkof treaties, terrific wars and blighting faminese
all working out the grand end. Yes, and domestittens, such as the death of children, the sickoéss
wives, the loss of work, the poverty of the famiyd a thousand other things are working, working,
always working, for the improvement of men. And yand [, lending our poor feebleness to cooperate
with God, are marching with all the forces of th@verse. Have comfort, then, in this, O workers for
Jesus, suffering many things for Him, be of goodrage, for the stars in their courses fight forsbev-
ants of the living God, and the stones of the fagkel in league with you.

Il. Secondly, | gather from this story THE ACCESSIBIMTOF CONSCIENCE TO GOD. How
are we to reach Pilate? How are we to warn himhaserejected the voice of Jesus and the sight-of Je
sus—could not Peter be fetched to expostulate Witi? Alas, Peter has denied his Master. Could not
John be brought in? Even he has forsaken the Mghere shall a messenger be found? It shall be found
in a dream. God can get at men’s hearts, howeweiehad they may be. Never give them up, never
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despair of awakening them. If my ministry, your miry, and the ministry of the blessed Book should
all seem to be nothing, God can reach the conseibgca dream. If the sword comes not at them at
close quarters, yet what seems but a stray arrom & bow drawn at a venture shall find the joints i
their harness. We ought to believe in God aboukedcmen, and never say of them, “It is impossible
that they should be converted.” The Lord can wolgwehthan, for His weapons are many, and they are
suited to the foe. | do not think a dream wouldrafeeupormy mind to convince me, but certain minds
lie open in that direction, and to them a dream in@ya power. God may use even superstition to ac-
complish His beneficent purposes. Many besidedePiilave been warned by dreams.

Better still, Pilate was accessible through theadrof his wife. Henry Melvill has a very wonderful
discourse upon this topic, in which he tries tovgltbat probably if Pilate had dreamed this dream-hi
self, it would not have been so operative upon &smvhen his wife dreamed it. He takes it as a ssippo
tion, which nobody can deny, that Pilate had aactitbnate and tender wife, who was very dear ta him
The one brief narrative which we have of her calyaiooks that way, it is evident that she loved he
husband dearly, and would therefore prevent his@cinjustly to Jesus. To send a warning by her was
to reach Pilate’s conscience through his affectititss beloved wife was distressed it would bessio
weigh heavily with him, for he would not have hexubled. He would gladly shield his tender one from
every breath of wind and give her perfect comfanl when she pleads, it is his delight to yields,|t
therefore, no small trouble to him that she isexiriy, suffering so much as to send a messagartp hi
suffering because of one who deserves her goodompirone whom Pilate himself knows to be without
fault. If this lady was indeed the wife of Pilatg/suth, tender and dearly beloved, and if she wadwg
ally sickening before his eyes, her pale face woislel before his loving memory, and her words would
have boundless power over him when she said, “etsffered many things in a dream.” O Claudia
Procula, if that were your name, well did the Lofdnercy entrust His message to your persuasige lip
for from you it would come with tenfold influencéradition declares this lady to have been a Clansti
and the Greek Church has placed her in their caleasl a saint. For this we have no evidence, all th
we know is that she was Pilate’s wife, and usedwitaly influence to stay him from this crime. How
often has a tender, suffering, loving woman exectigreat power over a coarse, rough man! The All-
wise One knows this, and therefore He often spaksful men by this influential agency. He coriger
one in a family that she may be His missionaryhi test. Thus He speaks with something better than
the tongues of men and of angels, for He usesitegt to be His orator. Affection has more mighamn
eloquence. That is why, my friend, God sent you,afdittle while that dear child who prattled towo
about the Savior. She is gone to heaven now, leuttihsic of her little hymns rings in your ears even
now, and her talk about Jesus and the angels sifleyyou. She has been called home, but God s&ant h
to you for a season to charm you to Himself and yoin to the right way. Thus He bade you cease from
sin and turn to Christ. And that dear mother ofrgpwho is now before the throne, do you remember
what she said to you when she was dying? You hasedhme a great many times, but you never heard a
sermon from me like that address from her dyingcbolYou can never quite forget it, or shake yotuirsel
free from its power. Beware how you trifle with Tto Pilate, his wife’s message was God’s ultimatum.
He never warned him again, and even Jesus staat biéfore him. O my friend, to you it may be that
your child, your mother, or your affectionate wifeay be God’s last messenger, the final effort ef th
warning angel to bring you to a better mind. A tayirelative pleading with tears is often the famlor
hope of mercy. An attack so skillfully planned amidely conducted may be regarded as the last dssaul
of love upon a stubborn spirit, and after this ill e left to its own devices. The selection oé thife
was no doubt made by infinite wisdom and tenderribss if possible Pilate might be stopped in fas ¢
reer of crime and strengthened to the performan@a @ct of justice by which he would have avoided
the most terrible of crimes.

So, then, we may safely conclude that the LordHiagnissionaries where the city missionary can-
not enter. He sends the little children to sing prad/ where the preacher is never heard. He mdwes t
godly woman to proclaim the gospel by her lip afelwhere the Bible is not read. He sends a swiglet g
to grow up and win a brother or a father where thewovoice would be allowed to tell of Jesus and Hi
love. We thank God it is so. It gives hope for llmeiseholds of this godless city—it gives us hopenev
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for those for whom the Sabbath bell rings out imnvahey will hear, they must hear these home
preachers, these messengers who tug at their hearts

Yes, and let me add that where God does not enmgpldseam, nor use a wife, yet He can get at
men’s conscience by no visible means lnyuthoughts which come unbidden and abide upon the soul.
Truths long buried suddenly rise up, and when the s in the very act of sin he is stopped in tlag,w
as Balaam was when the angel met him. How oftémast happened, that conscience has met a guilty
man even in the moment when he meant to enjoy ldespre filled with wrong, even as Elijah met
Ahab at the gate of Naboth’s vineyard! How the katgrts back as he beholds the prophet, he would
sooner have seen the very devil than Elijah. Agdni¢ cries, “Have you found me, O my enemy?”
Though, indeed, Elijah was his best friend, hadr®mwvn it. Often does conscience pounce upon a man,
when the sweet morsel of sin has just been rollekeuhis tongue, and he is sitting down to enjoy it
The visitation of conscience turns the stolen hanéy bitterness, and the forbidden joy into anuis
Conscience often lies like a lion in a thicket, awigen the sinner comes along the broad road isleap
upon him, and for a while he is sorely put to iheTbad man is comparable to leviathan, of which we
read that his scales are his pride, shut up togethwith a close seal, so that the sword of hiat fidnys
at him cannot hold, the spear, the dart, nor thelijia and yet the Lord has a way of coming at himd
sorely wounding him. Let us, therefore, both hope pray for the very worst of men.

Brothers and sisters, use for the good of menhamytwhich comes in your way. Use not only sober
argument and sound doctrine, but even if a dreasnttiached your heart, do not hesitate to repeat it
where it may have effect. Any weapon may be usdafli;mwar. But see to it that you seek the souls of
men, all of you. You who are wives should be esghcstirred up to this sacred work. Remember Pi-
late’s wife, and think of her as affectionatelyigy the warning to her husband, and go and do ls&w
Never keep back from an ungodly husband the woridiwimay convert him from the error of his ways.
And you, dear children, you sisters, you of thetlgersort, do not hesitate, in your own quiet wiaybe
heralds for Jesus wherever your lot is cast. Asufoall, let us take care that we use every ocodsio
repressing sin and creating holiness. Let us waeruhgodly at once, for perhaps the man to whom we
are sent has not yet performed the fatal deedusastand in the gap while yet there is space foent
ance. Pilate is even now sitting on the judgmeat. SEme is precious. Make haste! Make haste, befor
yet he commits the deed of blood! Send the messdadem! Stop him before the deed is done, even
though he should complain of your interference. ®ayim, “Have you nothing to do with this just per
son: for | have suffered many things because of,tdimal | pray you do nothing against Him.”

That is our second point. God bless it. Althouglamnot preach upon it as | would, the Spirit ofiGo
can put power into it.

lIl. Thirdly, we have now the lamentable task of obsgyf\iHE FREQUENT FAILURE EVEN OF
THE BEST MEANS. | have ventured to say that, humapeaking, it was the best means of reaching
Pilate’s conscience for his wife to be led to explage with him. He would hear but few, but he wobul
hear her, and yet even her warning was in vain.tWiaa the reason?

First, self-interest was involved in the matter, and that is a poweldator. Pilate was afraid of los-
ing his governorship. The Jews would be angry itlltenot obey their cruel bidding. They might com-
plain to Tiberius and he would lose his lucratiwsigion. Alas, such things as these are holdingesom
you captives to sin at this moment. You cannot affardbe true and right, for it would cost too much.
You know the will of the Lord, you know what is hij but you renounce Christ by putting Him off, and
by abiding in the ways of sin that you may gainwages thereof. You are afraid that to be a trues€h
tian would involve the loss of a friend’s goodwik, the patronage of an ungodly person, or theesafil
an influential worldling, and this you cannot afforyou count the cost, and reckon that it is toghhi
You resolve to gain the world, even though you Igser soul! What then? You will go to hell rich! A
sorry result this! Do you see anything desirablsunh an attainment? Oh that you would consider you
ways and listen to the voice of wisdom!

The next reason why his wife’s appeal was ineffalcivas the fact that Pilate wagoward. A man
with legions at his back, and yet afraid of a Jawisob—afraid to let one poor prisoner go whom he
knew to be innocent, afraid because he knew hidwtinvould not bear inspection! He was, morally, a
coward! Multitudes of people go to hell becausey thave not the courage to fight their way to heaven
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“The fearful and unbelieving shall have their pontiin the lake which burns with fire and brimstone,
which is the second death.” So says the Word of. Gbey are afraid of encountering a fool’s laugh,
and so rush upon everlasting contempt. They cootdear to tear themselves away from old compan-
ions, and excite remarks and sarcasm among ungotiyand so they keep their companions and per-
ish with them. They have not the pluck to say, "Nimd swim against the stream. They are such cow-
ardly creatures that they will sooner be forevest than face a little scorn.

Yet while there was cowardice in Pilate, there wasumption too. He who was afraid of man and
afraid to do right, yet dared to incur the guiltimiocent blood. Oh, the cowardice of Pilate tcetalater
and wash his hands, as if he could wash blood aff water, and then to say, “I am innocent of His
blood’—which was a lie—"see you to it.” By thosestavords he brought the blood upon himself, for he
consigned his prisoner to their tender mercies,thay could not have laid a hand upon Him unless he
had given them leave. Oh, the daring of Pilate thuke sight of God to commit murder and disclam
There is a strange mingling of cowardliness andagel about many men. They are afraid of a man, but
not afraid of the eternal God who can destroy Ibatthy and soul in hell. This is why men are not gave
even when the best of means are used, becausarthpyesumptuous, and dare defy the Lord.

Besides this, Pilate wauble-minded. He had a heart and a heart. He had a heartta#tewhich
was right, for he sought to release Jesus, butakdeahother heart after that which was gainful,Her
would not run the risk of losing his post by inc¢og the displeasure of the Jews. We have plentyraro
us who are double-minded. Such are here this mgritiat where were they last night? You will be
touched by today’s sermon! How will you be affectechorrow by a lewd speech or a lascivious song?
Many men run two ways. They seem earnest aboutsbals, but they are far more eager after gain or
pleasure. Strange perversity of man, that he shimaldhimself in two. We have heard of tyrants gyin
men to wild horses and dragging them asunder,Haset people do this with themselves. They have too
much conscience to neglect the Sabbath, and tgdattendance at the house of prayer, too much con-
science to be utterly irreligious, to be honestifrdel, and yet at the same time they have not ghou
conscience to keep them from being hypocrites. Téie§l dare not” wait upon “I would.” They want to
do justly, but it would be too costly. They dard nm risks, and yet, meanwhile, they run the awik
of being driven forever from the presence of Godhto place where hope can never come. Oh that my
words were shot as from a cannon! Oh that they evbutl a cannon-shot at indecision! Oh that | could
speak like God’s own thunder, which makes the hinodsalve, and breaks the rocks in pieces. Even so
would | warn men against these desperate evilsiwihivart the efforts of mercy, so that, even when t
man’s own wife, with tender love, bids him escamerf the wrath to come, he still chooses his own de-
struction.

IV. Lastly, we have a point which is yet more terriblé)g OVERWHELMING CONDEMNA-
TION OF THOSE WHO THUS TRANSGRESS. This Pilate wadty beyond all excuse. He deliber-
ately and of his own free will condemned the just 8f God to die, being informed that He was tha So
of God, and knowing both from his own examinatiod &#om his wife that He was a “just person.”

Observe that the message which he received was disdsict. It was suggested by a dream, but
there is nothing dreamy about it. It is as plaimasds can be put—*Have you nothing to do with that
just man: for | have suffered many things this daya dream because of Him.” Pilate condemned the
Lord with his eyes open, and that is an awful whgioning. Oh, my dear friends, am | addressing any
here who are purposing to do some very sinful thing have lately received a warning from God? |
would add one more caution. | pray you by the ldd<Sod, and by the bleeding Savior, and as you love
yourself, and as you love her from whom the warnimgy have come to you, do stop, and hold your
hand! Do not do this abominable thing! You knowteetThe warning is not put to you in some myste-
rious and obscure way, but it comes point blankaw in unmistakable terms. God has sent conscience
to you, and He has enlightened that consciencthatdt speaks very plain English to you. This morn
ing’s discourse stops you on the highway of siris s pistol to your ear, and demands that yoari8t
and deliver.” Stir an inch, and it will be at yoanvn soul’s peril. Do you hear me? Will you regandst
heaven-sent expostulation? Oh, that you would ssdifidawhile and hear what God shall speak while
He bids you yield yourself to Christ today. It magnow or never with you, as it was with Pilate that
day. He had the evil thing which he was about tduilly described to him, and therefore if he veestlr
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on it, his presumption would be great. His wife med said, “Have nothing to do with this man,” but
“with this just man,” and that word rang in his ears, and agaihaayain repeated itself till he repeated it
too. Read the twenty-fourth verse. When He was ingshis wicked hands he said, “I am innocent of
the blood of thigust person”—the very name his wife had given to ourd_.d@ he arrows stuck in him!
He could not shake them off! Like a wild beast,Ha&l the javelin sticking in his side, and though he
rushed into the forest of his sin, it was evidem#gkling in him still— “that just person” hauntédm.
Sometimes God makes a man see sin as sin, and imakege the blackness of it, and if he then perse-
veres in it, he becomes doubly guilty, and pullsvdaipon himself a doom intolerable beyond that of
Sodom of old.

Beside that, Pilate was sinning not only aftettide$ warning, and a warning which set out the
blackness of the sin, but he was sinning afterchisscience had been touched and moved through his
affections. It is a dreadful thing to sin againshather’s prayer. She stands in your way, shecstest
out her arms, and with tears she declares thaivédhblock your road to hell. Will you force youray
to ruin over her prostrate form? She kneels! Shaspgg your knees, she begs you not to be lost. due y
so brutal as to trample on her love? Your littldctlentreats you, will you disregard her tears?sAkhe
was yours, but death has removed her, and beferdegtarted she entreated you to follow her to heave
and she sang her little hymn—

“Yes, we'll gather at the river.”
Will you fling your babe aside us though you wenether Herod that would slay the innocents and all
in order that you may curse yourself forever ang/dng own destroyer? It is hard for me to talk tuy
like this. If it is coming home to any of you it Wbe very hard for you to hear it. Indeed, | hopwiill
be so hard that you will end it by saying, “I wjlield to love which assails me by such tender en-
treaties.”

It will not be a piece of mere imagination if Irezeive that at the last great day, when Jesussis
the judgment seat, and Pilate stands there todgegufor the deeds done in the body, that his wife
be a swift witness against him to condemn him.n taagine that at the last great day there will be
many such scenes as that, wherein those who lavdxkst will bring the weightiest evidences against
us, if we are still in our sins. | know how it adfed me as a lad when my mother, after settingrbdfer
children the way of salvation, said to us, “If ymfuse Christ and perish, | cannot plead in youpifa
and say that you were ignorant. No, but | mustAanen to your condemnation.” | could not belat!
Would my mother say, “Amen” to my condemnation? Ared, Pilate’s wife what can you do other-
wise? When all must speak the truth, what can yyubsit that your husband was tenderly and earnestly
warned by you and yet consigned the Savior to Heees?

Oh, my ungodly hearers, my soul goes out after §durn you; turn you, why will you die?” Why
will you sin against the Savior? God grant you mayreject your own salvation, but may turn to Ghri
and find eternal redemption in Him. “Whoever beéisvn Him has everlasting life.”

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ROMANS 3.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—21, 5, 473.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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