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“And as He entered into a certain village, there irtdim ten men that were lepers, which stood afaf: of
and they lifted up their voices and said, Jesus, $t&, have mercy on us.
And when He saw them, He said unto them, Go showrgelves unto the priests.
And it came to pass, that, as they went, they wieansed.”
Luke 17:12-14.

SEVERAL interesting topics might fairly be foundtimese verses. We see here the abounding fruit
of sin, for here were 10 lepers in a group andatliendance of divine power to meet it, for they wadle
cleansed. So, also, we see how Christ must costeafid ceremonies second—first the work of grace—
and then the outward showing of it. The Lord’s emess toward outcasts, His attention to prayers fr
a distance and His regard for the ceremonial latoisg as it was in force, might, each one, yieldran
structive meditation. | have, however, only oneutitt which | wish to bring under your notice and to
press upon you, perhaps, almost to repetition amdotony. That thought | would engrave as with an
iron pen upon the hearts and minds of all heregmtesho desire to find eternal salvation. May treyH
Spirit imprint it upon every living soul!

These 10 lepers were required by the Savior tioparan act of faith in Him before they had the
slightest evidence in themselves that He had wogkgdod work upon them. Before they began to feel
their foul blood cleansed—before the horrible dsgef leprosy had yielded to healthy perspiration—
they were to go towards the house in which thespiieed to be examined by him and to be pronounced
clean. They were to exhibit faith in Christ JespgWer to heal them by going to exhibit themselv&s a
healed,though as yet they were in the same conditionefgré! They were to start to the place where
they should be examined by the priest, believingt thesus had healed them,veould heal them,
though, as yet, they had no internal evidence, evieait that their flesh would become as that oftke i
child!

This is the point | wish to dwell upon—that therdalesus Christ bids sinners believe in Him and
trust their souls to Him, though they may not yet diacer themselves any work of His grace! Just as
these men were lepers and nothing but lepers, sanay be sinners and nothing but sinners—and yet
you are bid to exhibit faith in Jesus Christ while yane just what you are! As these men were to start
straight away to the priest with all their leproglyite upon them and to go there as if they fely tivere
already healed, so ayeu, with all your sinnership upon you and your seniseomdemnation heavy on
your soul, to believe in Jesus Christ just as yeuaad you shall find everlasting life on the spidils is
my point, and it is of the first importance. Singieais sinners, are to believe in Jesus for evertpkie!

The voice to each one of them is, “Awake, you 8ilaép, and arise from the dead, and Christ shadl gi
you life.”

Now, first, | shall notice what signs are commoldgked for by unconverted men as reasons for
believing in Christ, which, indeed, are no reasanall! Then, secondly, | shall try to show whathe
real ground and reason for faith in Christ. And, thyrdivhat will be the issue of a faith in Christ Siani
to that of the lepers.

|. First, then, | say that we are to believe in J&3usst—to trust Him to heal us of the great disease
of sin—though as yet we may have about us no sigoken that He has worked any good work upon
us. We arenot to look for signs and evidences within ourselvefoie we venture our souls upon Jesus.
The supposition is a soul-destroying error, andill thy to expose it by showing WHAT ARE THE
SIGNS THAT ARE COMMONLY LOOKED FOR BY MEN. One ohe most frequent is a conscious-
ness of great sin and a horrible dread of divinathvteading to despair. Strange to say, we corgtant
meet with persons who say, “I could believe in 3eStrist if | felt more burdened by a sense of kin.
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could trust Him if | were driven more entirely t@espondency and to despair. But | am not depressed
enough! I am not brokenhearted enough! | am sara hot brought low enough, and therefore | cannot
trust Christ.” Strange notion, that if the nightreelarker we should see better! Strange ideaftina
were nearer death we should have better hopeedfNibw, my friend, you are speaking and acting in
distinct disobedience to Christ, for He would hgea trust Himself, not on the ground of ydeeling
much or little, or on the ground of your feelingythingat all, but simply because you are sick and He
has come to heal you, and is abundantly able td wour cure. If you say, “Lord, | cannot trust You
unless | feel this or that,” then you, in effe@ys”l can trust myown feelingsput | cannot trust God’s
appointed Savior.” What is this but to make a gataf yourfeelings,and a savior out of your inward
griefs?

Is your own heart to save you by its dark insifret against divine love? Is unbelief, after ail, t
bring you salvation because you refuse to belieng Ys0d? And despair, wicked despair, which gives
the lie to God—is that to be trusted in and not$lagior whom God has sent into the world to same si
ners? Is there, then, a new gospel, and does, itiHenthat denies the power of Jesus and desphiisso
love shall be saved”? You know that Jesus justitiresungodly and cleanses the wicked from their sin
through His precious blood—and though you know thibe true, you say—*“I cannot trust the Cruci-
fied. | cannot rely upon His full atonement unlés$sel my guilt to be unpardonable, and disbeliawe
God.” | pray that you may never feel as you fodiighink you ought to feel, for feelings of despdis-
honor the Lord and vex His Spirit—and certainly mainbe good for you. It comes to this—you are
making a god of your despair and a Christ out afrymrrors—and so you are setting up an antichrist
the place where Christ, alone, should be! Comengdtiend, though you have not been terrified, and
alarmed, and heart-broken to the extent of somiéyau trust Christ with your soul, and ask no ques
tions? | pray you, trust Jesus once and for all—

“Cast your guilty soul on Him!

Find Him mighty to redeem!

At His feet your burdens lay,

Look your doubts and cares away.

Now by faith the Son embrace,

Plead His promise, trust His grace.”
That is the point. Can you trust Jesus? For thatiast He bids you do. How strange it seems that any
one should raise a question about trusting HIM! Hesane and insulting to be willing to trust ouelfe
ings, and not trust the Savior!

These 10 lepers felt no change whatever workea tipem when Jesus bade them go off to be ex-
amined by the priest, yet away they went, and ag tent they were made whole! Trust Jesus Christ
just as you are, without those feelings which yauehsupposed to be necessary as a sort of prepdrati
Trust Him at once, and follow Him—and He will makeu whole before you have taken many steps in
the path of faith and obedience! O Lord God, leadg hearers and readers to trust Your Son atlonce
Many other persons think that they must, beforg tten trust Christ, experience quite a blaze of joy
“Oh,” says one, “l heard a Christian say that wherfound the Savior he was so happy that he did not
know how to contain himself, and he sang, like altband of music in one—

‘Happy day, happy day,

When Jesus washed my sins away.’
Oh that | could be as full of joy as these ‘happy’deople!” Just so. But what mischief will you kea
out of that? Are you going to find evil in our dgiis? Will you feed your unbelief on the joy of the
Lord? What strange perversity! “Why,” you say, “rhuisiot be happy before | can believe in Christ?”
What? What? Must you have the jbgforeyou exercise the faith? How unreasonable! Becastell
you that such-and-such a root produces a sweef Wili you say that you must have the fruit before
you will accept the root? Surely that is bad reasgin

We who have experienced this joy came to Chrigirarer to obtain it, and did not wait until we
foundit, or else we should have waited until now! Weneato Jesus just as we were—some of us were
very wretched, but we came just as we then wer trarsted Christ and were made whole. Than
lowed joy and peace, but if we had waited till we fey jand peace before we came, we should have
been standing out against the gospel plan whithasmen are to trust the Savimeforethey feel the
slightest benefit from Him. O sinner, is not thamamon sense? Must we not take medicine before we

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 27




Sermon #1635 Only Trust Him! Only Trust Him! 3

are cured by it? Must we not eat bread beforenitorees our hunger? Must we not open our eyes before
we see? Before the Lord Jesus has either comfpoiedr healed you, consciously, you are to come and
do just what He bids you, and trust in Him to sgoa. Neither the gloom of horror nor the blaze ef d
light is to be looked for beforfaith! Faith is to precede all and that faith is a simplemble reliance
upon Christ.

We have known others who have expected to haegtampressed upon their minds. A kind of su-
perstition has grown up that a special Scripturstteomehow or other, hover over the mind and con-
tinue there, so that you cannot get rid of it—amehtyou may hope that you are saved! In old familie
there are superstitions about white birds coming wandow before a death, and | regard with mueh th
same distrust the more common superstition thattéxt continues upon your mind day after day you
may safely conclude that it is an assurance of galwation. | hope | have never taught you to daay
such a conclusion! Far be it from me to assistiptaia confidence which has so questionable a faund
tion! The Spirit of God often applies Scripture hvggower to the soul, but this fact is never sethf@s
the rock for us to build upon. Will you find anytigi in the Bible to support the supposition thatwive
id recollection of a text is a seal of conversidnfas often happened that some Word of God does
greatly comfort the soul, but why should you dem#relsame? Have you any right to say, “I will not
believe God’s Word unless He impresses it upon nke'i? a lie, then? “No, it is true,” you say. Re-
member, if it is not true, an impression upon ymimd would not make it true—and if it is true, wtyg
you not believe it? If it is true, accept it! Ifethe is any force about a promise, pray God to nyakefeel
its force and power! You ought to feel its forcalgnower, but if you do not, sin lies at your door.

As a reader of the Scriptures you must not fdth itme idea that you are to wait till some Scriptur
burns its way into your soul. You must read attexiyi and believe what the Lord God says to you- Fur
thermore, |1 would have you remember it is not regdhe Scripture that saves you—itbiglievingin
Christ. What did Christ, Himself, say? He saidhe Bible readers of His day, “You search the Scrip-
tures, for in them you think you have eternal libeit you will not come unto Me that you might have
life.” Good as the searching of Scripture is, ih@hing without coming to Christ! You will only ad
your own condemnation in the Bible if you remairt ofi Christ. Even the Bible, itself, may be made
into a stumbling block if you substitute Bible-réaglfor closing in with Christ, and putting youust in
Him. Your immediate business is to trust Jesus,rantheasure of reading will compensate for neglect
of faith. What if no special text of Scripture weseer laid home to your heart at all, yet herdanhds,
“Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shalkaeed.” That is your business, my dear heargnuf
are to get peace at once! And | earnestly hopesthrae of you are going to get it before this serison
over. | have asked your souls of my God and | lgotethem for a prey tonight. They shall be David’s
spoil, and you shall be led in chains of gracessud! Who among you will put His trust in Jesusf o
you do so, you shall surely find eternal salvatioe moment you believe in His dear name!

There is another way in which some men try toafiebelieving in Christ, and that is they expect an
actual conversion to be manifest in them beforg thidl trust the Savior. Now, understand that Chris
has worked salvation in no man who is unconveridere must be a perfect turning round of us—a
complete conversion from sin to holiness. Thakisation—not a preparation for salvation! Conversion
is the manifestation of Christ’'s healing power. Batl are not to have thizeforeyou trust Him—you
are to trust Him for this very thing. When a marihaa disease goes to an eminent physician, does he
say, “Doctor, | will trust you with my case whemave reached a certain stage”? “No,” says the physi
cian, “if you have reached that state you will baifair way of healing, and you won’t need me.'u¥o
wisest plan is to go to your physician just as goe—and if you can be sure that he is an infalligal-
er, just put yourself into his hands as if you kneathing, and he knew everything—and as if you \aoul
not have a will or way in it, but would leave yoelfsentirely with him. That is the thing to do withe
Lord Jesus, the infallible physician of the soulsn@n! Why, you poor wretched sinner, you say, i a
not a saint. | cannot be saved.” Who said you vaesaint? It is Christ's work tmakeyou into a saint!
“Oh, but | do not repent as | should.” It is Chestvork to makeyou repent as you should, and to Him
you must come for repentance! “Oh, but my heart’'twaeak.” It is Christ who is to break your heart—
not you who are to break it, and then come to Himenvit is broken. Come to Jesus just as you ath, wi
your hard, stony, senseless heart—and trust tltaeaerything else to His saving power! “I do natrse
to even have a strong desire,” says one. Christsklingives every spiritual desire by His Holy Spiri
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He is a Savior that begins the alphabet of merdy. &le does not ask you to get as far as B, C,nd, a
then promise to meet you—He begins at the begitning

The Good Samaritan, when he found the man beatehebthieves, went to where he was. That is
what Jesus does. He does not say, “Now, then, yaunded man, get up and come to Me, and | will
pour the oil and wine into you.” No, but He goesend the wounded one lies in utter helplessness,
stoops over him, removes his rags, cleanses hisdgyyours in the oil and wine, and lifts him ug an
bears him to the house of mercy. Poor soul! My dlaist not a half Savior, but a whole one! And itiyo
are lying at the gates of death, hard by the doblell, He is as able to save you as if you wéteng
on the doorstep of heaven! Judtereyou are, an@syou are, trust Christ to save you, and you shall b
saved! Do not look for conversidist, but expect it as theesult of faith! We have known some who
have had a very curious idea which | can hardlyiptat words, namely, that if they were to be saved,
they would experience some very singular sensafibay could believe in Christ if they felt it innays-
terious fashion! It is rather difficult to undemsthpeople, but when | have been talking to somaiinq
ers, | have thought that they expected ev@mhysicalsensation—a sensation within their bodies. | re-
member one saying to me, “Sir, | was quite surea$ waved, for | felt so light.” Poor simpleton, wha
does it matter whether you felt light or heavy? Whas that to do with it? Perhaps you were light-
headed, or half out of your mind with absurd exueat; beware of such nonsense! To feel light may be
interpreted into being weighed in the balancesfandd wanting—it is a sensation which may frighten
as much as console.

“Oh,” says one, “but | felt so singular.” Yes, amédny who are now in Bedlam could say the same.
What does it matter what ydalt? It is notfeelingthat will save you! Believing on Jesus will briggu
the blessings of grace, but strange feelings maytd@uced by what you have eaten, or by the weather
or by hysteria, or a hundred other things! Do yotl know that when politics are being discussed, or
when some other subject is under dispute, an daor&®r will often stir men with excitement titeir
flesh creeps? But so what of that? Excitement da¢ssave anybody! Many are melted to tears by a
novel or a play, but of what benefit is that? Yoaynbe moved with religious excitement and half the
emotion may be purely physical—there may be nothbintipe grace of God in it. The wiser way is to sit
down calmly and say, “Here is God’s way of salvatiesalvation through His crucified Son, Jesus
Christ. And He has promised that if | trust His Sbie will save me from sinning, make a new man of
me, and heal me of my spiritual diseases. | wilstHim, for | am sure that the witness of Goduf’

By that simple and deliberate act of faith you smeed! The power to believe your God is the evidenc
that the cure has begun, and begun well! If yovehaweed, trusted Him, Jesus has undertaken your
case, and Hwiill save you! The very fact that you can and do belteas, within it, the essential force
by which you will be delivered from the alienatiohyour mind. He that believes God is no longer an
enemy to Him. Those whom we trust, we soon lealdowe. This, you see, demands no singular sensa-
tion or excitement—this is plain and clear enough.

“But must we not be born-again?” asks one. Yesy tand he that believes in Christborn-again.
Though as yet he knows it not, the first mark f& is within his soul, for the first sure tokenggfiritual
life is trusting Jesus Christ, alone. The best@vag is not trusting marks, signs, evidences, idvieel-
ings, impressions and so on—»but just getting ouhaf, and trusting JesuBherelies the essence of the
saving change—the getting from self to the Lord @o€hrist Jesus!

A certain mariner has a fine anchor, one of th& benstructed anchors ever used in the navy. He
has it on board his ship, and yet it is not a parmrth of use to him! While he has it on board Higsit
does not answer the purpose of an anchor! His vds$ts with the anchor on board. He drags it out
upon the deck and looks at it. What an anchor! \Waalt that hold in the day of storm? He admires his
anchor as if it were a mass of gold! The winds hamd the waves roar, but he feels safe with hif@nc
on board. Fool! This anchor is of no use to youleviiou carseeit. A ship’s anchorage cannot be in the
ship, itself! Suppose | hang the anchor from tloe €if the vessel. It is of no use there! What nyost
do with it? Fling it overboard! Let it down intodtdeep, even to the bottom. It is gone! You caseet
where it is. All right! That will do. Now, soul,ifig your anchor of trust overboard! Do not letaingy to
your feelings, or to your impressions, or to anythihat is inyou, but let it go overboard, deep into the
waters of infinite love—and let it get a grip orsus! Outside of you, your hope must be; for as lang
your confidence isvithin you, or has any dependence upon yourself, ikesdn anchor on board which
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can only increase the weight of the ship, but adgtacannot help it in the day of storm. Therehg t
truth of God. God grant you grace to accept it.

II. And now, secondly, and as briefly as | can, | wanbring forward WHAT THE REASON IS
FOR OUR BELIEVING IN JESUS CHRIST. What reason h&vas a sinner, for trusting myself with
Jesus Christ? No reason whatever within ourselfl riee looked for. The warrant for our believing
Christ lies in this—first, there is God’s witnessncerning His Son, Jesus Christ. God, the evenigsti
Father, has set forth Christ “to be the propitiatior our sins and not for ours only, but also tfue sin
of the whole world.” God the Father says to merafi able to forgive you justly through the deatt an
righteousness of My Son. Trust Me and | will save.y What do you need more than that? He that be-
lieves not has made God a liar because he hashevéd His witness concerning His Son! Why, sure-
ly, if God declares a thing, you do not need furttddence! “Let God be true and every man a liar.”
What can be firmer than the voice of God, who cafie® Beloved hearers, | feel as if | really ougbt
to bring any other evidence before you. It lookdils® insulting the Lord by trying to defend Hins &

His perfect truth needemy testimony to support it! Angels never doubt Goldo3e bright and glorious
beings never suspect their Maker. Worms of the!dsirms of the dust, how cayou doubt the God
that made you? Oh, let it not be so! And when ld&imony is that He is a God ready to pardon the
guilty, waiting to forgive all those that trust Hgon, why should we doubt such a gracious dectarati
My soul, | charge you trust your Savior, and raisefurther question, but let the matter be assaret!
established within you!

The next warrant for our believing is Jesus ChHsitnself. He bears witness on earth as well as the
Father and His witness is true. Consider who thigstis whom we are bid to trust. Look at His jpers
He is God, “very God of very God.” Can we doubt Riide is perfect man, and He has taken perfect
manhood upon Himself for our sakes. Can we doubt™te has lived a perfect life. When did He ever
lie? Who can charge Him with falsehood? He has,dtbé Just for the unjust, to bring us to God."dAn
God has accepted the sacrifice of His dear SontWlrar proof of His truthfulness can He give uath
His death for us? O trembler, why will you refusauy confidence to one so worthy of it? Can you
doubt Calvary? Will you despise the cross? Will waty, “I need some other reason for trusting Christ
besides His own person and His finished work”?l dmost ashamed to be pleading for such a theng a
this! Tell me when my Lord was ever false. O sohmen, tell me when once He refused to receive a
sinner that came to Him! You know that He is riemm the dead, and that He has gone into heaven,
and sits now at the right hand of God and will figatome. And do you dare treat Him as a mere pre-
tender? Can you not trust Him? Can you dare distiuts? Do you need signs and wonders over and
above those which are in Himself? If one should fiem the dead you would not believe, if you db no
believe Jesus, for you have more than Moses angrthighets when you have Christ, Himself, risen
from the dead! Will you not trust Him?

| would like to get you by the hand, my brothensl sisters, and put it personally to you—Do you
mean it, that you suspect my Savior, and canngt yraur soul with Him? Do you mean it? No, with
tears | entreat you, do not treat Him so badly,dast your soul on Him at this instant and believ@
just as you are, and He will save you! He will mat back from His word, but He will wash out your
guilt in His own blood if you will consent to beeansed. Still, to put this in another shape, yontwa
know why you are to believe—your warrant for believing lieghe fact that Godommands/ou to be-
lieve! “He that believes and is baptized shall beesl; but he that believes not shall be damnede- “B
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall beedévAnd thiscommandmenive have received from
our Master—that we preach this gospel unto eveeatare under heaven—and we preach it in His
name, commanding you in the name of Jesus ChiistSon of God, that you believe in Him! This di-
vine command is reason enough for you. If God contsaou to do it, you need not asklay | do
it?” Nobody needs permission to keep the light oflc-the command includes a permit! When the law
of the gospel comes from God, Himself, dear heavbgt is there to do but to obey it and believe at
once? The door is open; enter! The feast is spestiThe fountain is filled; wash!

Moreover, there is theromisemade to you and to every creature, “Believe inltbel Jesus Christ,
andyou shall be saved."He that believes in Hins not condemned.Do you hear that? “He that be-
lieves in Him hagverlasting life.”He haseternal life; he has it now! These are promises rich and free
for you. What more do you want? Oh, | know not winadre | can say—when Jescsmmandsyou,
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when Jesugitesyou, how can you stand back? O blessed Spiritentlaik plain to men, women, and
children, and lead them to believe!

I will only add this one more thing—I dare saysbeoor lepers believed in Jesus because they had
heard of other lepers whom He had cleansed. Nowg, $tands one before you, a representative of many
more in this place, who, if this were a fit timepud stand up and say the same! | came to Jedusf ful
sin, guilty and lost, with a hard heart, and a lyespirit—and | looked to Him, trusting Him, alone,
save me—and Hbas saved me! He has changed my nature! He has blotiedny sin, and He has
made me love Him, and love all that is good, and,tand generous for His sake! It is not |, evahdt
am left, alone, to tell you, but, as | have sdmré are thousands in this Tabernacle, at this lveuy,
upon whom the same miracle of divine mercy has bemked! Therefore trust my Lord Jesus, and you
shall feel the same miracle worked upon you!

Where are you, friend, you who need so much pdmgaor your own good? If | have money to
give away, | do not find that | have to persuadgbady to have it! Jingle a guinea, and what ears me
have! How soon they will rush where the coin gif@sh its golden notes! Give bread away in a cold
winter, or even a little soup—how the poor will e to get it! But when it is, “Trust Jesus and ysur
shall be forgiven you, and your nature shall benged, and you shall be saved from sinning, and you
shall be made pure and holy,” oh, my Master, whatthey thinking that they need calling so often?
Men not only require calling, they needmpellingto come in—

“Dear Savior, draw reluctant hearts!
To You let sinners fly,

And take the bliss Your love imparts
And drink, and never die!”

[1I. 1 must now close with the third point which shadtmccupy many minutes. It is this, WHAT IS
THE ISSUE OF THIS KIND OF FAITH THAT | HAVE BEEN PRACHING? This doctrine of, “only
trust Jesus”—what does it lead to? This trustingasus without marks, signs, evidences, tokens—what
is the result and outcome of it? The first thingtthhave to say about it is this—that the verysteace
of such a faith as that in the soul is evidence tiiere is already a saving change! “Oh,” you Shgp
not see that. How can it prove that | am a new bwrause | trust myself with Christ?” Consider a lit
tle—it will be an evidence of a saving change aeaorked, for it will show that you have come ® b
obedient to Jesus—and obedient upon a matter wioichproud will has long struggled against. Every
man, by nature, kicks against simply trusting iri€thAnd when, at last, he yields to the divinetioel
of mercy, it is a virtual surrender of his own wilhe ending of rebellion, the establishment ofcpéa
Faith is obedience! Faith is the evidence thatwiaefare has been ended by unconditional surrender!
They said to Jesus in olden times, “What shall wehét we may work the works of God?” And He an-
swered, “This is the work of God—the most godlikerkvthat you can do—that you believe on Jesus
Christ whom He has sent.” It is even so—in one sdagh is not a work at all—and in another sense i
is the most grand of all works! Here is where Gad gou are at issue—this is the central point ef th
qguarrel! You want to be saved by something in yelfirbut God says that He will only save you if you
trust in Christ!

Now, if you trust Christ just as you are, it wile evidence that you have been made obedient to
God, and so obedient that a complete, deep-seadidal renewal of your nature has evidently taken
place. It will be evidence, also, that you are hlantor it ispride that makes men needdo something,
or tobe something in their own salvation, or to be savedame wonderful way that they may tell other
people how wonderfully they were saved. When yael willing to be saved like a poor, good-for-
nothing sinner that you are, then you are alreasgd from pride! | will not compliment you—yare
a good-for-nothing wretch of a sinner, and if yoill wust Jesus, as a man must do who truly bdsas t
character—it will prove that you are humble, anis thill be good evidence that a change has passed
over your spirit!

Again, faith in Jesus will be the best evidenc gfou are reconciled to God, for the worst evigenc
of your enmity to God is that you do not like God/ay of salvation. You so much dislike God that you
will not have heaven on God'’s terms! You, the sinaee so much at war with God that you will go to
hell rather than be saved in God’s way! That istwhaomes to. And when you give that up and say,
“Lord, as long as | can hmadewhole—as long as | can Ineadeto love You, | am willing to be saved,”
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there will be evidence of a great change in youeWYou cry, “Lord, | will be saved in Your way, ahd
will therefore trust Christ as you have bid me,énihGod and you are reconciled upon a point of the
chief importance! There is no battle between yow,nfor you are of one mind about trusting Christ.
God has trusted His honor in Christ’s hands, andtyast your soul in His hands, so that God and you
are now agreed to honor Jesus. The moment youthssted Christ, that simple thing becomes, infisel
a distinct admission and indisputable proof thgteat change has been worked in your relation t, Go
and in your feelings in reference to Him!

Now, mark you, before long, sooner or later, yall become delightfully conscious of the fact that
you are saved. Many a man is saved, and for alienguestions the truth of the gracious work. But in
due time the blessing is made clear to him. Wheraa trusts Jesus as these 10 lepers did, andpats u
His trust, good always comes of it. See the 10 ni¢xely are going towards the priest though they have
not yet felt that they are healed! They are actipgn Christ’s authority, and He will not make fools
them, for they that trust in Him shall not be askdmor confounded! They must start on their wakk be
fore they feel the healing, but as they are goimay tshall feel it! And you, too, trusting Christtiut
any sense of any good thing, shall not be longreefou shall feel His blessed power upon your heart

| wish to speak my own experience simply to h&lpse who are coming to Jesus. While | was com-
ing to Christ, | did not know that | was coming.dwhen | looked to Christ, | scarcely knew whether
was the right sort of look or not. But when | fedt, last, that Jesus had healed then| knew what |
had done. Many a blessing God has given me asitthwihave not found out that I had it till sommé
after my reception of it! | have read the feelimjsertain good men, and | have said, “l wish t fikle
they” and some time after, when | looked back,rcpered that | was actually moving in their orhbitda
passing through the same experience! Many a mamewise was humble, and isehumble because he
does not think he is humble! Many a person sighsish | had a tender heart,” but | am sure that hi
heartis tender because he mourns its hardness! He lorgs deeply sensitive before the Lord, and it is
clear that hdnasa tenderness which he does not, himself, recoghi'eideal of tenderness is very high
and properly so—and therefore he dreads fallingtsbfat. O my dear friend, if you trust Jesus et
dark, you shall one day enter into the light! Ahgou never should enjoy comfort, you would stid b
safe—if all the way between this place and heavan should never have a consciousness of being
saved—yet if you have trusted Christ, you must simall be saved, for He cannot possibly allow faith
Him to be exercised in vain!

Before long, if you trust Jesus, you shall know kive. Trust Him as you sink, and you shall swim.
Trust Him as you feel yourself dying, and you shiak. If you trust Him before you feel any work of
grace upon you, you shall soon discover that the®a work upon you, though you discerned it not. If
you trust the Lord, you are already the subjea dfvine power, for nothing short of omnipotentaga
could have led you to believe and live! The staie act of faith are simplicity itself, but to bring into
that simplicity, God Himself must new create us.pi all in one, if you are ready to come to Christ
and trust Him without any miracles, signs, or ewicks, but will simply trust Him, alone, you havelwi
in you a power which will carry you through lifecpreserve you in holiness even to the end!

This morning | spoke about David’'s encouraging $ethin God.[No. 1606. “Ziklag—Or David En-
couraging Himself in Ga."] When Ziklag was burnt, his wives taken captived his men talked of ston-
ing him, David fell back on God alone. This is ghhattainment, and yet it is one which has its Ipgra
in the very dawn of faith in the sinner. It is agd start in life for you, a poor sinner, to belgintrust-
ing Christ, alone, saying, “I, without anything gbim me whatever, without anything that | can lajydh
of as a hope for me, do cast myself, whether | smgwim, upon Christ Jesus the Savior of sinn&nsl
| if | perish, | perish.” This is a glorious beging! To many a saintly life, such a faith in thertp
alone, has been a crowning act, and yet you, pooels may exercise this same faith while yet yoa a
a babe in Christ! You will often have to trust imst fashion in future life, and therefore it is Wi
begin as you will have to keep on. You will be bybtiin business, in the family, and in the varitns
als of life, into such a condition that you willveato exercise a faith of the same sort as thathwviou
begin with. | would, therefore, have you learn tegson while you are young. You will have to say,
“Though | am weakness, itself, and poverty, itsatfd do not see how | may be provided for, yehas t
ravens and the sparrows are fed, so shall | beftaerdfore | cast my nakedness upon God for clgthin
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my hunger upon God for food, and my very life Itaggon Him that He may preserve it to me between
the jaws of death.”

This is grand faith and you must begin there,iffgoou do not, you have not begun to build on the
rock. Your first course must be the live rock, tseeall will be insecure. To begin well is half that-
tle—mind that you get a foundation which can neéwemoved, for life has many trials, and woe to the
man whose foundation fails him! This is grand fddhdie with as well as to live with. The curtas®
drawn and the light of the sun is shut out. Thecesiof friends begin to fail, the ears are dull #re
eye-strings break. My soul, you are now about tmd¢a into the unseen world! What will you do now?
What, indeed, but faint into the arms of your Fatred your God!

Oh, my dear hearer, if you have learned to traisthe very first because of what Jesus is, and not
because of whatou are, then you will know how to die! Standing tharethe prospect of the great ac-
count—or rather, lying there, upon the bed in pessmf the Lord’s coming—fears will come, doubts
will come, and terrors will come if you are lookimgthin, or looking back upon your past life ang-tr
ing to find a reliance. But if you can say, “My $av into Your hands | commit my spirit: my naked
soul | again put into Your pierced hands” then ngay breathe your last in peace, knowing whom you
have believed, and being persuaded that He istalideep that which you have committed to Him until
that day!'When John Hyatt lay a-dying, one of his friendsls&r. Hyatt, can you now trust your soul
with Jesus?” “Man,” he said, “trust Him witinesoul? That is nothing! | could trust Him with alloin
souls if I had them! | know that He is able to sallavho trust Him.”

| want you to begin, then, as these poor lepeis—hy just taking Christ at His word—and going
your way in the strength of that word before yoel feny hopeful change within. In this fashion, when
you come to die, you may look out for glory and estat, though the brilliance has not yet transfegl
you! You may look out for the eternal crown; looltdor the harp; look out for the face of the Well-
Beloved and the bliss unspeakable—and expect tvem though the clouds gather around you! Before
you pass the gates of pearl, or cross the chily geu may enjoy the sight of the beatific visignan
unstaggering faith! Hope that is seen is not hbpéglorious is the faith which sees Him who isigiv
ble and grasps the substance of the things notasegat! By this power | even now anticipate thgsjo
of the upper skies. Try, beloved, to do the sam&rQGnore faith! It will be grand to know all heave
though you have not seen it and felt it, becauseky@w and trusted the Lord of heaven! Up to now yo
have found the promise true—now trust the Lordglory as once you trusted Him for grace—and you
shall find, before long, that His richest promises sure! God save you, every one of you, beloaed,
may He do so at this very, this very hour, for Hsr Son’s sake. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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