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FOUR CHOICE SENTENCES
NO. 1630

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON THURSDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 3, 1881,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Behold | am with you.”
Genesis 28:15.

“I will be with you.”
Genesis 31:3.

“The God of my father has been with me.”
Genesis 31:5.

“Behold, | die: but God shall be with you.”
Genesis 48:21.

My discourse, this evening, will scarcely be a smmit will be an expository, rather, of the life
and experience of Jacob upon one point. In orddorittg it out | shall need four texts, but lest you
should let any one of them slip, | will give themytou one at a time.

| First, turn to the 28 chapter of Genesis, at the™gerse, and read OF PRESENT BLESSING.
The Lord said to His servant Jacob, “Behold, | aithhwou.” Jacob was the inheritor of a great blessing
from his fathers, for this sentence was spokemmection with the following words, “I am the Lord
God of Abraham your father, and the God of Isa#fid$ an inexpressible privilege, dear friendspto
able to look back to father and grandfather andhages, still farther, and to say, “We come of ad®u
which has served the Lord as far back as histonyi@rm us.” Descended from Christians, we have a
greater honor than being descended from princesteTis no heraldry like the heraldry of the saints.

Jacob might be very thankful that, as God hadskelgé#\braham and had blessed Isaac, so He blessed
him in the same way, speaking to him in the sammagas He had spoken to them, for He had expressly
said to each of them, “I am with you.” Are any afuythe children of godly parents and has the Lord
calledyou by His grace? Then bless His name and take he¢gdln do nothing to dishonor an estate so
honorable! Try and maintain, as long as you lie, good repute which in infinite love God has pot u
on your household. Are you, however, a child oflgquarents and not yet converted? | would warn you
against putting the slightest reliance upon youhbfor, remember, if Isaac was the child of Alaah
so also was Ishmael—but no blessing came to Ishaiaespiritual kind.

It is in vain to be born of blood, or of the walf the flesh. We must beorn-again from above. God
is sovereign; He is not bound to dispense His faf@m father to son. And when He does so, weatre t
admire His grace. Do not imagine that there is su¢hing as hereditary piety—it must be worked in
each individual by the same Spirit. Still, it iseonf the highest privileges that God has ever been
pleased to grant to me that | can rejoice in agia#tind a grandfather who trained me in the fe&ad!

And | congratulate every young person who has supbldigree. God bless you. Be not satisfied unless
you, yourself, obtain such mercy as God gave ta wmeestors and hear the Lord saying, “lI am with
you.”

This mercy was brought home to Jacob at a timenvieegreatly needed it. He had just left his fa-
ther's house and he felt himself alone. He was ogrinto special trial and then it was that he reegia
fuller understanding of the privilege which God hadtore for him. Let me read the words to you—*I
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am with you.” | have tried to think them out, thahight speak concerning them to you, but theytace
full. I defy anybody to measure their height angttietheir length and breadth! That God should ¢ive
Jacob bread to eat and raiment to put on was mualthdat isnothing compared with, “I am with you.”
That God should send His angel with Jacob to ptd#eém would have been much—but it mething
compared with, “I am with you.”

This includes countless blessings, but it istself, a great deal more than all the blessingsave
conceive of! There are many fruits that come dbutt the tree that yields them is better than thie! ‘]
am with you.” Will God, in the very deed, dwell Witmen upon earth? Will God walk with a man and
speak with him? “Lord, what is man, that You arexdfiul of him? And the son of man, that You visit
him?” And yet He says, “I am with you.” You are Yiour courts above, and You make heaven; heaven
by Your presence, and yet You say, “I am with yothat more could You say to a seraph than this—
“I am with you™?

Why, when God is with a man there is a familiaofycondescension that is altogether unspeakable!
It insures an infinite love. “I am with you.” Godillwnot dwell with those He hates. He puts away the
wicked of the earth like dross. He says to thengpart, | never knew you.” But to each one of Hie-pe
ple He says, “I know you by your name; you are MiAed, more than that, | am with you.” As a man
delights to be with a friend, so are the delight€hbrist with the sons of men whom He has choseh an
redeemed with blood! “I am with you™—it means preat help. Whatever we undertake, God is with us
in the undertaking. Whatever we endure, God is w#hn the enduring! Wherever we wander, God is
with us in our wandering!

“If God is for us, who can be against us?” If Gedvith us, can we ever be exiled or banished? If
God is with us, what can wet do? If God is with us, what can wet endure? Well said the Apostle,
as if answering that question, “I can dib things through Christ which strengthens me.” “I anth
you.” Come, brother or sister, if you would get flaéiness of this privilege, believe that God isane
you, now—as near to you as he that sits at youw! $iid, nearer, for He is so with you as toibgou.
And do you know that His whole Godhead is with yéu&m with you,” as if there were not another—
the wholeGodhead is with you! Your have not to cry aloud like Baal's priests,ont yourself with
knives that you may attract His eye, for He sayam with you.” He hears your sighs. He puts your
tears into His bottle. “I am with you.”

And you have not only His presence, but His symmgatle means, “I am feeling with you, suffering
with you. If there is a load, | bear it with yod.there is work to do, | will work with you.” Youra
workers, together, witkeod. Beloved, said | not rightly that | can never opgnall this to you? Roll it
under your tongue as a sweet morsel and if it go@s into your inward parts it shall not be bitteut
still sweeter! “I am with you.” Oh, the richness thfis special blessing; how precious it must have
seemed as it came to Jacob in that den of a phldoere he lay with the hedges for his curtains, the
heavens for his canopy, the earth for his bed,estdar his pillow and God for his companion! “I am
with you.”

Tomorrow, when you shall open your eyes, you ieitlk back to the west and say, “I have left my
father's house and my mother, Rebecca, behind Awed’the tears will be in your eyes and you will
look to the east and say, “I am going to the hafsay mother’s kindred and | know them not, except
that | have heard concerning Uncle Laban that Heid and grasping. And | know not how he will re-
ceive me.” But is not that a precious thing totstgron a journey with—*“1 am with you™—I, the Ever-
Blessed? Though your mother is not with you, “l aith you.” Is there any young friend here who is
leaving home? Are you going away for the first tiared do you feel sad? Or are you about to imigrate
to a distant country and your heart feels heavyhdtogo at all till you can get a hold of this—na
with you.”

Say unto the Lord, “If Your Spirit goes not withepcarry me not up from here.” Wait till He gives
the answer, “My Spirit shall go with you and | wglive you rest.” This ought to be the blessing ady
opening life, “I am with you.” Is God with you taght? Can God be with you? Souls come to service,
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after having quarreled with their wives and fanslli€&od is not with them. People who are following
evil trades and living evil lives, rejecting thespel—God cannot be with them. “Can two walk togethe
except they are agreed?” If you are a believerhns€ and the Spirit of God has produced in you the
true fruits of the Spirit, then you may say, “Henigh me,” but not else.

Now turn to the 3% chapter of Genesis, at the third verse, and reasetwords, “I will be with
you.” We will call this FUTURE BLESSING. It is almost uacessary to take this second text, for if it is
written, “I am with you,” you may depend upon iatiHe will be with us, for God does not forsake His
people! Some people believe in a God who lovesytaohal hates tomorrow; who pardons sin and yet,
afterwards, condemns. Such a God is not my GodGdg is unchangeable—

“Whom once He loves He never leaves,
But loves them to the end.”

“I am God; | change not:

Therefore you sons of Jacob

Are not consumed.”

Poor Jacob had been living with Laban and hadeggad#sough many messes and troubles. It was
time that he should receive the word of blessingragain. We read that, “Jacob beheld the counte-
nance of Laban and, behold, it was not toward rsrbefore.” He had begun to take root in the world-
ling’s portion and was willing to stay away frometiPromised Land and build up a family among his
worldly connections. But the Lord practically s&dhim, “This is not your rest.” Laban’s sons betpn
growl as they see how their brother-in-law’s flotksse increased and, therefore, the time has come f
Jacob to go. Jacob does not like it. He neveriderhoving. Family connections, a host of childeemd
a mighty crowd of cattle made a removal a greaeta#ing.

Then the Lord said to him, “I will be with you.”sAmuch as to say, “I will be more with you in Ca-
naan than | ever have been in this place, whiatotsthe land of promise. | will give you My special
presence if you will get away into the place of feparated life and walk with Me as your fatheatsa
did.” It was very sweet, many years ago, to somasfo hear the Lord say, “I am with you,” and to
know that it was true, for, “truly, our fellowshipas with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.
But it may, at this hour, be very opportune if tteed should renew His promise to us by saying, ill w
be with you.”

You are commencing a new form of life. You areeeniy on new trials. You are undertaking new
duties. And now comes in the new promise, “I walwith you.” If those upon whom you had a right to
rely have turned against you; if those who werdlyeadebted to you have become envious of you—
“yet, nevertheless,” says God—*I will be with youwacob’s journey was to be a very venturous one. He
knew that Laban would not like it and, probably,ulebpursue him. But God says, “Go, and | will be
with you.” He knew, also, that his brother Esau lddae pretty sure to take vengeance upon him fr th
sorry trick he had played on him and that toucheatnscience.

Jacob feared and trembled, but God said, “I wallviath you.” The plainest road in the world is
wrong if God does not bid us take it! And the roegthand most unpromising way will turn out to be
safe and right if God commands our journey. Johaludght it was all right to go to Tarshish, but God
was not with him, and he came back by a route whiemever expected to follow. If you go your own
road, | wish you may be fortunate enough to meét as good a return conveyance as Jonah did, for
you will certainly have to come back! But if theatbis ever so rough, if it is God’s road, you shai
over it like a young roe! God will make your fedtd hinds’ feet, and you shall tread upon your high
places. “Your shoes shall be iron and brass; angasdays, so shall your strength be.” Only minhaitt
you follow a road in which God can be with you, tbere are some ways in which God will never be
found. He cannot walk in the ways of sin, or wardks, or self-seeking—if we choose these, we must
go alone. See, then, the promised mercy, and eejoit! Go forward, dear child of God, if the aitl of
cloud is moving, without the slightest hesitanayd et this be your joy and comfort—“Certainly, lliw
be with you. In all places wherever you go, | il with you.”
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[I1. 1 need to go a step farther and come, in the flede, to EXPERIENCED BLESSINGS. Let us
look at Jacob’s experience. Did Jacob find Goddanith him? He had a long life and a tried one. He
was a man that knew a great deal and men that kngreat deal are doubly likely to meet with great
trouble. Cunning, wise, crafty, prudent, self-retigpeople frequently flounder out of one sloughoint
another. Above all things, | should dread beingnEas with a man that is overly wise, for such reen
ther make fools of themselves, or else they hawsetep with one eye open. Jacob’s cunning was a lia
bility to him in the long run.

Abraham was simple as a child. He believed Godreaveér stooped to trickery, and therefore his life
was a noble one. Jacob was a very wise persoikirideof gentleman to have made a financier, or the
manager of a company. He was a rare man of busiimefxct, he was the father of the Jews and that i
saying a great deal. Yet because of his sharphessas often robbed. And through his cunning he was
overreached. And he did not, after all, so muclowelife and was neither so rich nor so happy as his
simple-minded grandfather, Abraham. We will, howewear what Jacob has to say about these two
gracious words of God, “I am with you,” and, “I Wie with you.”

Turn to the 3% chapter, again, and read the fifth verse. Up ttamas the time that he was about to
leave Laban, he says, “The God of my father has et me.” | have read that testimony with great
joy! I thought of Jacob thus—well, you certainly ienot eminent for grace while with Laban. You
were plotting and scheming—you against Laban arighhagainst you—and yet your witness is, “The
God of my father has been with me.” This is all there encouraging coming from you! Jacob seems to
say of his God—it was He that gave me my wife arydamldren. It was He that prospered me in the
teeth of those who tried to rob me. The God of @ephér has been with me, notwithstanding all my
shortcomings.” | trust that some of you can beardame witness. Though you have not been all that
you could wish in the Christian life, yet you cays“The God of my father has been with me.”

Now, we will look at him a little further on, imé 35" chapter and the third verse. There we shall
find him saying—*“Let us arise, and go up to Bettald | will make there an altar unto God, who an-
swered me in the day of my distress, and was wehmthe way which | went.” As | have already said,
he left Laban’s house and it was a very venturesoonaey, but God was with him! Jacob tells us that
it was so. Poor Jacob was full of fear when hedhdzat Esau was coming to meet him. You can sde tha
by the way in which he divided his flocks and hesds—and set apart so large a present for Esau. But
God does not leave His people because of theis.féam so thankful for that! If He were to castaiis
because of our unbelief, is there one of us wholdvoat have been cast off long ago? There was Peter
walking on the waters with a brave faith—was noti§twith him? Yes, or else he could not have stood
on the wave at all. By-and-by his faith failed hamd down went Peter! But did Christ give him up and
say, “You shall die! According to your unbelief #hiabe unto you”? No, there is not such a word as
that in the Bible. But its written, “According to youfaith shall it be unto you.” Jesus stretched out His
hand and grasped sinking Peter, saying, “O yolitttd faith, why did you doubt?”

So, though you may grieve the Lord by doubting teating, and though you ought to be ashamed
of yourself for so doing, still, He will not forsakyou! If there is faith in your heart, thoughsthbut lit-
tle, you shall have to say, in spite of your douns fears, “The Lord was with me in the days of my
distress and was with me in the ways which | wenihére was a night of wrestling with Jacob. HigHfai
enabled him to draw near to God in mighty prayet kis fear made him the more desperate and impor-
tunate. He said, “I will not let You go except yokess me.” Though he had to be importunate, yeag
not because God wagainst him, but because God wasth him, for he that can exercise importunate
prayer proves that God is with him strengthening thus to supplicate. His wrestling ended in hts vi
tory!

On that day, too, | have no doubt, Jacob was mergh cast down because he remembered his sin.
He knew he had treated Esau badly and robbed hitmedblessing. But, for all that, he came with a re
pentant heart to submit himself before his brotet to do what he could to please him. Because of
this, God was with him. Oh, in that day, dear clufdGod, when you remember your faults and your
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heart is heavy, do not think that the Lord has yef! It is one token that His with you—that He
makes you confess your sin—and humble yourselfrbdftim. Still believe in Him; still hear His Word
and you shall have to say, “He was with me in tlagswvhich | went.”

At the close of his life, we find Jacob more fulhan ever confessing that the presence of God had
been with him. | read you the passage where heedisiat the God that had been with him might be
with his grandsons in the same way—th&' 48apter, at the 15and 168' verses—“He blessed Joseph,
and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham aadc did walk, the God which fed me all my life
long unto this day, the Angel which redeemed mefedl evil, bless the lads.” There is his lastitast
ny to the faithfulness of God. He had lost Rachdi—wow it stung his heart—but he says, “God re-
deemed me from all evil.”

There had come a great famine in the land, bsilye that God had fed him all his life long. He had
lost Joseph and that had been a great sorrow. ®@ut in looking back, he sees that even then God was
redeeming him from all evil! He said once, “Joséphot, and Simeon is not, and you will take Benja-
min away; all these things are against me.” But ri@veats his words and says, “The Lord has re-
deemed me from all evil.” He now believes that Gwadl been always with him, had fed him always,
redeemed him always and blessed him always. Nowk y@u, if you trust in God, this shall yeur
verdict at the close of life.

When you come to die, you shall look back uporieawhich has not been without its trials and its
difficulties, but you shall bless God for it all—éuf there is any one thing in life for which youlw
have to praise God more than for another, it wilgably be that very event which seems darkest to
you! Did God ever do a better thing for Jacob théwen He took Joseph away and sent him to Egypt to
preserve the whole family? It was the severedtdfithe poor old man’s life and yet the brightbkass-
ing, after all! Can you not believe it? Inside thaird-shelled nut there is the sweetest kernelyibat
have tasted! Rest assured of that. Your Fathentbling wagons have awakened you out of sleep and
you are frightened by them, but they are loadeti wigots of gold! You have never been as rich as yo
will be after your great trouble shall have pasaedy!

V. It is time for me to conclude and | do so by brimggbefore you, in the fourth place, one more
word of blessing. We have had present blessingh@ive had future blessing. We have had experienced
blessing three times over. And now we go to TRANSIMED BLESSING, for we find Jacob transmit-
ting the blessing to his son and to his grands@ead in the 48chapter, at the Sverse—

“Behold | die: but God shall be with you.”
| commenced by noticing the blessing which passedr@an Abraham to Isaac. And now we see that
Jacob hands it on to Joseph, to Manasseh, andnt@igp—°| die: but God shall be with you.”

Some of you, perhaps, are thinking, “We are ggttiear the end of life. We have children, but they
are not all converted, yet, and those that ammay be, are dependent upon us—what will become of
them?” Do you think God will leave your childrenarCt you trust them with Him? What did your fa-
ther do with his son? One after another the forgegrerations have passed away and the Lord has been
faithful to their successors! Do you think He wilbt be faithful to those who come next? You have
brought up your children in His fear. You have edstipon His name and, therefore, you may say to
them, “I die: but God shall be with you.”

The time will come when we who are ministers shaltaken away from our beloved work on earth
and we cannot help thinking about the dear friamds hang upon our lips and depend upon our minis-
try. It is well for us to look a little forward arghy, “I die: but God shall be with you.” My ventzd
predecessor, Dr. Rippon, many a time prayed foshézessor. | am sure he did not know who his suc-
cessor was to be, for | was born about the timenwitegewas dying! But, doubtless, | inherited thabajo
man’s prayers. | am sure | did. “I die,” the oldmmaight have said, “but God shall be with you.”

The church at New Park Street thought it an awfulg for the old gentleman to die. But he would
have been of no service to us if he had remainee foeever. And so it will be, by-and-by, that p&op
will say, “What will the Tabernacle people do ikthlose their minister?” It will probably be theegt-
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est of blessings when it happens! Many good merr ltdwng to their places longer than they should
have done—and have pulled down much that they bdtup. It is well when the Lord says to such,

“Friend, come up higher.” We may look forward, eacte, to leaving our class, or to leaving the churc

over which we watch, or to leaving the great wovikerowhich we preside, and we may say, “I die: but
God shall be with you.” God is not limited to onénmster or 50 ministers! When we are gone, God will
be with you!

They used to say of our dear friend, George Mufthat will become of the Orphanage when Mr.
Muller is laid aside?” When | was speaking to him, said to me, “That was a question which | felt
George Muffler had nothing to do with. God will useorge Muller as long as He likes. And when He
chooses to put him aside, He will use somebody”efs&l now, mark, George Muller is not at Bristol!
believe he is, at this present moment, preachir@nerica. He has been all over Europe preaching and
the Orphanage has had very little of his persoredgnce—and yet it has gone on without George Mul-
ler so far!

Such a fact tends to answer man’s idle questBlessed be the everlasting God—if Abraham dies,
there is Isaac! And if Isaac dies, there is Jadotd if Jacob dies, there is Joseph! And if Josehk,d
Ephraim and Manasseh survive! The Lord shall nkaak a champion to bear His standard high among
the sons of men! Only let us pray God to raise wpenfaithful ministers! That ought to be our prayer
day and night. We have plenty of a sort, but, ohnfiore that will weigh out 16 ounces to the poohd
gospel in such a way that people will receive it Wave too much of fine language; too much of dlori
eloquence and too little full and plain gospel preag! But God will keep up the apostolic successio
never fear for that!

When Stephen is dying, Paul is not far off. Wheijgk is taken up, he leaves his mantle behind
him. “I die: but God shall be with you.” Take comtfodear friends, and may His Spirit be with you,
through Jesus Christ, His dear Son, whose namaristCHis dear Son, whose name is “Emmanuel’—
God With Us. Amen.

[THE PREACHER has often been requested by hisdgeo report himself to them during his ab-
sence and he, therefore, begs to say that he fedg ssached the South of France. He already feels
freshed by the change of scene, and by escapingffsg and frost into a balmy summer air. If pain is
thus avoided, the mind invigorated and life proledgthe time is well spent. Our hope is in the grea
“preserver of men,” that it will assuredly be sdeTprayers of loving friends are asked that, iireet
ment, nets may be mended in which many may aftelsviae taken.]

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THEHOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THISSERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST!

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermonsin Modern English,
and 574 Spanish trandlations, visit:
WWW.SPUr geongems.or g
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