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“The principal wheat.”
Isaiah 28:25.

THE whole passage runs on this wise—"Give you aad hear my voice; hearken, and hear my
speech. Does the plowman plow all day to sow? Deespen and break the clods of his ground? When
he has made plain the face thereof, does he nbabesad the fitches, and scatter the cummin, ast c
in the principal wheat, and the appointed barley the spelt in its place? For his God does instiim
to discretion, and does teach him. For the fitdresnot threshed with a threshing instrument, peiih
a cart wheel turned about upon the cummin; bufitblees are beaten out with a staff, and the cummin
with a rod. Bread corn is bruised because he \een thresh it, or break it with the wheel of hastcor
bruise it with his horsemen. This also comes fémdim the Lord of hosts, which is wonderful in coun-
sel, and excellent in working.” The prophet, insdilof God, shows that the farmer is wise and skillf
in the management of his farm, in plowing, sowitigeshing, and in all the processes of farming. He
asserts that this skill was taught him of his Gaglippose that this is set before us, not as poetityas
fact. The wisdom of earth is a reflection of thghti of heaven. Have you not read—“And the Lord
spoke unto Moses, saying, See, | have called byerBezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the
tribe of Judah: and I have filled him with the $pof God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in
knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, toisiexunning works, to work in gold, and in silver,
and in brass, and in cutting of stones, to set theamd in carving of timber, to work in all manndr o
workmanship”?

God is the great teacher of agriculture as welbfalandicrafts. If there had not been some infor-
mation concerning farming conveyed to our firstgpdirwhen he left the Garden of Eden, he would not
have known how to till the soil and produce a harveand before he had discovered it, by experience,
he would have died of starvation, and the race @balve ended with him. The ®&erse says, “His
God does instruct him to discretion, and does tdach” Yes, God has taught men the rudiments of
farming, and | conclude, therefore, that if Godegivmen instruction so that they are able to cudiviae
land and produce a harvest of many different kioidseed, He will much more instruct us if we wait
upon Him as to the tillage of our lives, so thatmay not sow to the flesh and reap corruption,nbay
learn how to sow to the Spirit, and may, of theri§pieap life everlasting! We are, all of us, fars.
Some of us may be wicked farmers who slay the beisjothful farmers who suffer hemlock and darnel
to come up where there should be wheat and bastefyjckle farmers who, having put our hand to the
plow, have looked back. But we all have fieldsilicaind work to do for the great landlord to whoth a
things belong. If any of us wish to be true farmamd sow and reap as to be found accepted of eat gr
Lord—and to produce a harvest unto His glory—thenhad better go to Him for instruction and ask
Him to teach us knowledge and guide us in the wiayisdom. Breathe that prayer to God, now, and
may He hear it on behalf of every one of us by sends His Holy Spirit!

|. There is one point which the prophet mentions as#er of wisdom on the part of the farmer. It
is this—that HE KNOWS WHAT IS THE PRINCIPLE SEED T@QULTIVATE and makes it his prin-
cipal objective. My text is, “Does not the farmastin the principal wheat?” He does not set tokvabr
haphazard without thought, and go to the granary,take out wheat, cummin, barley, and rye andgflin
these about right and left! No, he estimates tHeevaf each grain, and arranges them in his mind ac
cording to their proportionate values. He doesthioik that cummin, dill and caraway, which he megrel
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grows to give a flavor to his dish on the tables at all of such importance as the wheat. And, ghou
rye and barley have their values, yet he doeseauion that even these are equal to the corn whach h
calls “the principal wheat.” He is a man of disawat He arranges things, and he places the most im-
portant thing in the front rank, and spends upahet most care. Herein | would have you learn ef th
farmer. Keep things distinct in your minds—not nax@nd muddled by careless thoughtlessness. Do not
live a huddled life, without care and discretiaimming all things into one, but sort them out aidde

and distinguish between the precious and the 8#& what this is worth and what the other is worth—
and set your matters in rank and order, making sointieem principal, and others inferior. | suggest
you young people, especially, that in starting, lifeu say to yourselves, “What shall we seek?” lier
that seeks, finds. “What shall we sow?” “For whatea man sows that shall he also reap.”

The little things of this life are to be attended—as a man may sow cummin and fitches, there are
some inferior things that ought not to be left umele-as a man should sow rye and barley in their ap-
pointed place. Still, there is some principal thirgpme master thing—some chief thing for which we
ought to live—and what shall that be? What oughigdhe principal crop that we shall endeavor te cu
tivate in our hearts and lives? Have you turned ¢thvar? Have you really put the problem before you?
Or have you gone at it hit or miss, as if it did nwtter? Remember, the eye is a most importamtopar
the body. How shall a man direct his steps if henchsee? And thotive is the eye. What have you an
eye to? What are you living for? What is the proatiaim with you? Is it going to be that of the gleh-
tleman satirized in Horace who said to his son—‘@einey: get it honestly, if you can; but, by all
means, get money”? Is money-getting to be the pahevheat with you? Or will you choose a life of
pleasure—*"a short life and a merry one’—as so nfanis have said, to their great sorrow? Is it is-di
sipation that your life is to be spent? Are thistie be your principal crop? Because there is aspie in
looking at a Scot thistle, do you intend to growesacof pleasurable vices? And will you make yout be
upon them when you come to die? Oh, look and ses ®hworthy of being the principal objective in
life! And, when you have found that out, then pf&gd, of His Holy Spirit, to help you to choose that
one thing and to give all your powers and facultgethe cultivation of it!

The farmer, who finds that wheat ought to be miagipal crop, makes it so, and lays himself out
with that end in view. He looks around and sayshéfs the best thing for me to produce?” And when
he has found it out, he calls it his principal thibear friends, do, | pray you, remember that tromti-
ness is the principal thing! Therefore get it and prizabove all things! Now, mark that this farmersva
wise because he counted that to be principal whviab most necessary. His family could do without
cummin, which was but a flavoring. Even the fitclaes thought to have been a plant which yielded a
grain used in giving a taste to bread, but theyewest a valuable crop. The family could do without
cummin and fitches. Perhaps the mistress might ompor the cook might grumble, but that did not
matter as much as it would if the children criedldcead! They certainly could not do without whéat,
bread is the staff of life. It is bread that strér@ms man’s heart, and therefore, the Eastern fammest
grow bread if he does not grow anything else. Tath is most necessary he makes to be the principa
thing. Is not this commonsense? If we were wiselgit down and estimate, should we not say, “To be
forgiven my sin; to be right with God; to be hotg; be fit to live eternally in heaven is the great¢he
most necessary thing for me, and therefore | wadkenit the principal objective of my pursuit’? Ting
rify God and to enjoy Him forever is the most nezey thing for a creature—for a creature cannot be
satisfied unless he is answering the end for whelwas created!

And it is the end of every intelligent creaturestf that he maylorify God, and next, that he may
enjoy God. What a bliss it must be to enjoy God, Himdelfever and ever! Other things may be desira-
ble, but this thing is necessary. A certain compede a measure of esteem among men, a degree of
health—all these are the flavoring of life—but te ¥aved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation—
this is life itself! This is the bread by which cswul’s best life is to be sustained! Oh, that warenall
wise enough to feel that to be one with Chrishesdne thing necessary—that to be at peace withi$sod
the principal thing—that to be brought into harmamyh the Most High is the true music of life! The
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moralities and courtesies of life, like the mineeds, may take their place in due order upon aum,fa
but the fear of the Lord is the principal wheat ar@lmust cultivate it with our whole heart!

This farmer was wise because he made that toebprihcipal thing which was the most fit to be so.
Of course, barley is very useful as food. Natioagehlived on barley bread and lived healthily, tand
rye has been the nutriment of whole nations—neitla®e men starved when restricted to oats and other
grains. Still, for all in all, give me good whe#dr! | know our Scot friends like oat-cake, betteut |
hardly think that we shall all come to their mintiile wheat flour is at a reasonable price! We &k#

a piece of wheat bread and look upon it as beiad#st staff of life. The oat is rather a knotbffstout
wheat is a fair good walking cane with which a nmaay go through life right merrily. Only give men
enough bread and why should they complain? Thowglppose they would, for even when the Israel-
ites had manna in the wilderness, they complaimedtlaat was angels’ food—they called it light bread
Brothers and sisters, the Eastern farmer knewthatat was the most fitting food for man and soide d
not put the inferior grain, which might act as dsitute, into the prominent place. He plantedriost
fitting thing, namely, the wheat, in the most praemt position. He did not speak of “the principat-b
ley,” or “the principal rye,” much less “the pripal cummin,” or “the principal fitches,” but “theip-
cipal wheat.” And what is there, brethren, thaassfit for the heart, the mind, the soul of manas
know God and His Christ? Other mental foods, suctha fruits of knowledge and the dainties of sci-
ence, excellent though they may be, are inferiariment and unsuitable to build up the entire Strce
of our manhood! If I can get my God, my Saviorinidf my heaven and my all. My soul sits down to a
crumb of truth concerning the Father, the Son &edHoly Spirit—and finds the greatest satisfaction
living upon it! The more we can know God, enjoy Gotd become like God—and the more Christ is
our daily bread—the more do we perceive the fitradsall this to the new-born soul. O beloved, make
that your principal thing which is the fittest therfor an immortal mind—

“Religion is the chief concern

Of mortals here below.

May I, its great importance learn,

Its sovereign virtue know!

More needful this than glittering wealth,

Or anything the world bestows.

Not reputation, food, or health,

Can give us such repose.”

Moreover, this farmer was wise because he madprtheipal thing that which was the most profit-
able. Under certain circumstances, in our own aguntheat is not the most profitable thing which a
man can grow. But, ordinarily, wheat is the bespdhat the earth yields for general consumptiah, an
therefore, the text speaks of “the principal whe@ur grandfathers used to rely upon the wheatkstac
pay the rent. They looked to their corn as the afrtheir strength, and though it is not so now, iyet
was always so of old, and perhaps it may yet bagsin. Anyway, the figure is just as good with relga
to true religion—to fear the Lord is the most pralile thing. | am told that rich men at the presané
find it hard to get hold of anything which yieldsd per cent. Oh, but this blessed fear of the lisran
extraordinarily profitable kind of business, forbitings in far more than a hundred per cent oroath
sand per cent! In this business, a man begins witaoy capital! In fact, he begins head over ears i
debt and yet he makes a fortune such as misers deam of! You will say it is a strange way ofrsta
ing in business—but the believing sinner does shef\he comes to God, he is penniless and as much
in debt as he can be. The Lord discharges his haaegrs of sin and then the believer rises inesdby
sinking more deeply into debt of another kind—rniosia, but of gratitude! He owes his great Lord mor
and more, till he is quite unable even,itaagine the depth of his obligation! Neither does thisega
him—he comes to love the poverty which enablestoigvail himself of the heavenly treasury. He even
aspires to be more and more deeply in debt todhersign grace of God! His ambition is to increhise
obligations which even now overwhelm him. He groucher as he feels himself poorer and he is
stronger as he knows more of his personal infirmity
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It is a wonderful business, this, in which banksumake fortunes, in which beggars rise to sit agnon

princes!—

“Tis perfect poverty alone

That sets the soul at large;

While we can call one mite our own,

We have no full discharge.

But let our debts be what they may,

However great or small,

As soon as we have naught to pay,

Our Lord forgives us all.”
Being freely discharged of our sins, we are, byribewing grace, greatly enriched, so that we number
among our possessions heaven itself, Christ Him&stl Himself! All things are ours! Oh, what a
blessed trade it is to enter upon! There never suah a transaction as this, for wheneampty sinner
trades with dull Savior, he is, himself, filled with all the fullag of God! Assuredly this soul-enriching
communion with Christ ought to be first upon ououghts! Then let godliness be the principal wheat,
for there is nothing so profitable! Godliness isfgable for the life that now is and for that whics to
come. Godliness is a blessing to a man’s body—apkéhim from drunkenness and vice. It is a blessing
to his soul—it makes it sweet and pure. It is a$ileg to him in every way. If | had to die like agy |
would like tolive like a Christian. If there were no hereafter, $tt, for comfort and for joy, give me
the life of one that lives like Christ, or striviesdo so! There is a practical everyday truth mvkrse—

“Tis religion that can give

Sweetest pleasures while we live.

‘Tis religion must supply

Solid comfort when we die.”
Only that religion must not be of the common sott+ust not be a vain profession—it must have for
its root a hearty faith in Jesus Christ. See yor. tReligion must be either everything or nothiegher
first or nowhere. Make it the principal thing andwill fill your soul with treasure. Thus, you sdabége
farmer was right in having a principal crop andatecting the right seed to be his principal care.

| do not suppose that he ever entered into arputisupon the matter. He felt sure that wheat must
be his principal produce and he gave his thoughts. tt cannot bear to hear people disputing as to
whether it is worth while to give their heart torih The people who question the value of faitheha
never tried it. Whenever you observe some conceitedture writing an essay against true religioth an
putting it into one of our precious “reviews,” dotrbe carried away by hearing people say that it is
mightily clever. If you read it, say to yourselvé&ertainly, this is a clever thing, for here ibland man
writing upon the harmony of colors! Look what leaginobservations he makes upon scarlet and blue,
which, he says, are precisely tisame and only some narrow-minded folks insist uponrtheing dif-
ferent.” You may regard the wise remarks of an generate philosopher as a very fine essay by a deaf
man upon music. Can a horse write about angels@dde not know anything about the subject, nor
does the unrenewed man understand the regeneratdHa&as not the powers and faculties that would
enable him to know, for the carnal man knows netttlings that are of God—they are spiritually dis-
cerned and as he has not the Spirit, he cannagrdishem. Until he is born-again, he has no spgititu
knowledge or judgment. “That which is born of thesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spgit
spirit.” “You must be born-again.” We are willing take the evidence of scientific men upon the sci-
ence that they have mastered, but we care notbntpéir opinion upon a matter which is quite ofit o
their range.

Who shall tell me that there is no sweetness mef® | do not accept the verdict of one who asserts
it to be as tasteless as the white of an egg, Wainder at the palate which can so deceive a mas!aH
man lost the power of taste? What is his judgmenth® | put a piece of honeycomb into my mouth
and my experience of sweetness is a complete dafige from all infidelity in that direction. When a
man tells me that there is no sweetness in godljnesmile for myself and drop a tear for him—and
tasting yet, more and more, the deliciousness dfiggss—I smileagain to think that he should talk so
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fast about a thing of which he knows nothing! Oés,ywe have made up our minds long ago—we are
not going to argue about it any more—godlinesésprincipal wheat to us! We know it by experience.
We have tasted and handled the good word of lileth® Eastern farmer was quite sure that the wheat
was the principal thing, so are we quite sure ,0&rd from now on, God helping us, we shall sow the
principal wheat and leave others to sow tares anadaf they will! Thus have | said enough upon our
first observation—the farmer is a lesson to us beede knows what is the principal thing!

II. Secondly, he is a lesson to us because HE GIVES HRINCIPAL THING THE PRINCIPAL
PLACE. | find that the Hebrew is rendered by sommnent scholars, “He puts the wheat into the prin-
cipal place.” That little handful of cummin, fordlwife to flavor the cakes with, he grows in a @rn
and the various herbs he plants in their propeddrst The barley he puts in its place and the myiesi
acre. But if there is a good bit of rich soil—thesbhe has—he says to his men, “That is for theatvhe
The principal place is for the principal crop. Hges his choicest fields to that which is to be than
means of his living. Now here is a lesson for yad #or me. Let us give to true godliness our ppaci
powers and abilities. Let us give to the thing&ol our best, our ripest, our most careful, andnoost
intense thought. | pray you, do not take religioisecond hand from what | tell you, or somebodyg els
tells you, but think it over and give it your pripal thoughts. Read, mark, learn and inwardly digjes
Word of God! The thoughtful Christian is the grogifhristian. Remember, the service of God de-
serves our very best consideration and endeavo@lar@/poor things at our best, but we ought to thee
Lord nothing short of our principal powers. God Wbnoot have us serve Him heedlessly, but He would
have us use all the brain and intellect and mirad ¥e have in studying and practicing the things of
God.

“Acquaint, now, yourself with God, and be at peachleditate upon these things. Give yourself
wholly to them.” If ever your mind is more cleardaactive at one time than at another, then sow the
principal wheat of godly contemplation and gracidesotion. If you feel fresher and more inclined to
think at one time of the day than at another, @mirywhole mind at once go forth towards the best
things. Be sure, also, to yield to this subjectrymost earnest love. The best field in the litdéage of
manhood is not so much the intellect asdffections; sow the principal wheat there. Oh, to have true
religion in the heart! To love what we know—intelysi love it! To hold it fast as with the grip bfe
and death—never to let it go! The Lord says, “Mn,sgive Me your heart,” and He will not be content
with anything less than your heart! When your zeahost burning and your love is most ferventttet
warmth and the fervency all go towards the Lordry@ad, and to the service of Him who has redeemed
you with His precious blood! Let the principal whéeve the principal part of your nature. Towards
God and His Christ, also turn your strongest, lestrttand most fervemlkesires. When you enlarge your
desire, desire Christ! When you become ambiticetsydur ambition be all for God! Let your hunger
and your thirst be after righteousness! Let yopirasons and your longings be all towards holinesd
the things that shall make you like Christ! Givehe principal wheat your principal desires.

Then let the Lord also have, always, the attentespect of your life. Let the principal wheat be
sown in every action of life. | think if we are lyuChristians, we must, of necessity, be as muchsch
tians outside the church as in it. We shall tryni@mke our eating and our drinking, and everythingdwge
tend to the glory of God. Draw no line betweengbkeular and the religious part of your conduct,leut
the secular be made religious by a devout desighotify God in the one as much as in the othet!use
worship God in the most common duties of life, easrthey do who stand before His throne and serve
Him day and night. Pray daily, “Your will be doneearth as it is done in heaven.” Let us sow tlire pr
cipal wheat in all the fields of our life. May waah one feel, “For me to live is Christ.” | cantiet
without Christ; | would not live forgetting Chrisand | could not live for anything but Christ. Lyatur
whole nature yield to Jesus and to none else.

We should give to this principal wheat our mosneat labors. | mean for the spread of the gospel.
A man ought to consecrate himself to the utmoshenmatter of holy work for Jesus. | dread to see a
professing man zealous in politics, and lukewarrdewotion—all on fire in the parish vestry—but ¢hil
as winter when he comes to a prayer meeting! Styrié eagles when they are serving therld, but
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they have a broken wing when they come into thestiprof God! This should not be! If anything could
awaken us up and make the lion within us roar snstriength, it should be when we confront the fifes
Jesus, or fight for His cause! Our Lord’s servied¢he principal wheat—Iet us labor most in conroecti
with it. Lay all your talents under tribute to Kidgsus. No, lay out your whole body, soul and tsfari
God who is your all in all. Spend and be spent thiz highest, noblest objective of your life mag
achieved—if you spend all and win Christ you wil b glorious gainer! This should also take posses-
sion of us so as to lead us to our greatest saesifiThe love of Christ ought to be so strong aswval-
low up self and make sacrifice our daily joy. FdmriSt's name’s sake we should be willing to endure
poverty, reproach, slander, exile, death—and cthern all joy! Nothing should be precious to a Chris
tian in comparison with Christ, who is preciousnesthem that believe. | will put it to you whethers

so with you or not. Is the love of Jesus the ppatwheat with you? Are you giving your religioreth
chief place or not? | am afraid that some peomattreligion as certain gentlemen treat a parheirt
estate. They have a farm away from their dwellirigclv they call an off-hand farm—they put a bailiff
into it and only give an eye to it now and thenm@opeople hold their religion as an off-hand farm—
theirminister is the bailiff—who has to see to it for them.

| am sure such spiritual farming never pays. Tihaye religion? Certainly! Yes. Oh, certainly—yes.
But | am afraid they are like the man of whom thddcspoke at the Sunday school. “Is your father a
Christian?” asked the teacher. “Yes,” said thed;Hibut he has not worked much at it lately.” | wbu
point out several of this sort who are sowing thireat very sparingly and choosing the most barren
patch to sow it in! They profess to be Christidmg, religion is a tenth-rate article on their farffome
have a large acreage for the world and a pooe Igtbt for Christ. They are great growers of worldl
pleasure and self-indulgence—and they sow a ligligion by the roadside for appearance sake. They
spend more time at billiards than at prayers! Wilsnot do! God will not thus be mocked! If we des
pise Him and His truth, we shall be lightly estedm® come, let us give our principal time, talent,
thought, effort to that which is the chief concefnmmortal spirits! May God help us to do so! Mag
imitate the farmer who gives the principal wheat phincipal place on his farm.

II1. Let us learn a third lesson. THE FARMER SELECTS THEINCIPAL WHEAT OR THE
BEST SEED WHEN HE IS SOWING HIS FIELDS. That is #re meaning of the text, namely, when
a farmer is setting aside wheat for sowing, he dm¢shoose the tail corn, and all the worst ofphis
duce. If he is a sensible man, he likes to sowbis grains that he can get. Many farmers seaech th
country round for a good sample of wheat for sowfogthey do not expect to get a good harvesiobut
a bad sowing. The farmer is taught of God to ptd the ground the principal wheat—the selected ker-
nels. If I am going to sow to the Lord and to b€haistian, | should sow the purest form of our hiady
ligion. And | should try to do this, first, by beliing the weightiest doctrines. | would like toibeg, not
this “ism,” nor that, but the unadulterated trufhGnd which Jesus taught! If | want to produce ip m
soul a holy character, it will come by the Spirit@od out of true doctrine. Falsehood always breeds
sin—the truth of God begets and fosters holinesal and |, therefore, ought to pick over all ourdsee
carefully, judge and decide between the truth ofl God error, and not let our soul receive anytiiag
what is according to the Word of God. We oughthoase the most important truths, for | have known
people attach the chief importance to the smatfésgs—and this is an error in judgment.

I know a denomination which has differences amitsgjf such as no ordinary person could under-
stand, but the members make no end of warfaretbeen! They even exclude one another for not being
exclusive enough—and if by vehement effort theyrafich one point of exclusiveness—they spy out
another hopeful reason for quarreling and commémexclude again! Some microscopic point of doc-
trine or ritual suffices for the creation of partygon party! They are like mercury—pour it on a ¢éaéhd
watch how it divides into tiny globules! It spligsnd splits again. They, no doubt, are persons exdtgr
precision and discernment, but it were well if thghing of mint and anise led them to attendhe t
weightier matters of brotherly love and Christiamtyl They fight over the fitches and leave the ahe
to the crows. | do not agree with them at all; thegho will may dispute over vials and trumpets—I
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shall mainly preach the doctrine of the preciow®d| and the glorious truths of God of substitutmal
atonement! These doctrines are the principal wiaeat therefore, these shall fall into our furrows!

Next to that, we ought to sow the noblest exampany men are dwarfed because they choose a
bad model to start with. They imitate dear old Bo-and-So till they grow wonderfully like he is;lpn
the best of him is left out! One minister happem$¢ of a gloomy turn of mind, and he preaches the
deep experience of the children of God—and in cqpueece a band of good people think it to be their
duty to be melancholy. How unwise! We should nesagy any! To be like Peter, we need not be rash!
If you copy any good man, there is a point at whjioh ought to stop short. Yet, if | must have a ham
model, | would like to have one of the bravestts saints of God. But, oh, how much better to itaita
that perfect pattern which you have in Christ JeShsis when you are sowing the wheat of holy living
sow the best seed you can by having Christ Jesosélf, as the example by which you shape your life
We shall sow the best wheat by seeing that we trev@urest spirit. But, alas, how soon do spirés b
come soiled by self, or pride, or despondency,lathsor some other earthly taint! But what a grand
thing it is to try and live to God in the spirit &hrist Jesus. May we be humble, lowly, bold, self-
sacrificing, pure, chaste, and holy—this can omypboduced by the Holy Spirit.

And then there is one more mode of sowing selested. We should endeavor to live in the closest
communion with God. One dear brother prayed inltle meeting before the present service that we
might have as much grace as we were capable avimgeand that God would work in us all that He
willed to work in us, and bring us into such a etttat we might not hinder Him in any good thing
which He willed to do by us. This is to be our desi+we should rise to the highest form of spiritual
life! If you sow the principal wheat, get the besit of wheat. There is religion and there is iehg
There is a spirit and a spirit—and there is a systédivinity and another system of divinity. Thedb is
always good enough for me! | exhort you not to pesitent with anything short of the best that can b
had. O young men, if you mean to follow Christigngo in for it thoroughly! If you mean to servesth
devil, serve him. He is a pretty master! Rememliemages! But if you wish to serve Christ, do not g
sneaking through the world as if you were ashanigawor Lord! If you are Christ’s, show yourself! If
you are worthy of so great a captain, put on yaufoum! Rally to His banner; gather to His trumpet
call, and then stand up, stand up for Jesus! Hetieany manhood in you, this great cause catlstfo
all! Exhibit it and may the Spirit of God help ytmdo so!

IVV. Fourthly, THE FARMER ATTENDS TO THE PRINCIPAL CROWITH THE PRINCIPAL
CARE. This Hebrew language always astonishes mét, éonveys such a mint of meaning! Sometimes
when | study a verse, | find that the critics dagttit means this, that and the other, until | hiageight,
“This language is miraculous, so full, and so deegry different from our poor English tongue.” It
teaches us many truths of God in a few words, gedal diamond, it has a hundred facets, each figshi
forth a distinct ray of light. This plenitude of am@ng leads us to reflect upon a far more weighayten.

It is wonderful how much God can put into a wordhyVHe put Himself into one! The name of our di-
vine Lord is, “The Word of God.”

Some critics insist that the proper translatiomwf text is that the farmer plants his wheat mgol
do not know whether our farmers often plant whe&aey sow the seed in due order, but | do not hear
much ofplanting it. It is said that the large crops in Palestimeld time were due to the fact that they
planted the wheat, absolutely putting it in, root by rosw, that there might be no more wheat in a row
than there ought to be. And they set it in lineghsd it was not checked or suffocated by its beoay
thick in one place and neither was there any féésdeing too thin in another. The wheat was fg#dn
and then streams of water were turned by the fmeath particular plant of wheat. No wonder, there-
fore, that the land brought forth abundantly! Weegour principal care to the principal thing. Owdg
liness should be carried out with earnest thoughirservice for God should be performed with great
care. Brothers and sisters, are we careful enosigh aur religious walk? Have you ever searcheti¢o
bottom of your profession? Have you ever inquinet ithe reason of your belonging to your present
denomination? Why do you happen to be memberseftain church? Your mother was? Well, there is
some good in that reason, but not enough to jugtityin the sight of God! Why do you happen to pro-
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fess, as you do, such-and-such a form of Chrigyiaridid you ever look into it? | pray you judge you
standing! If any Christian minister is afraid taaryou to this duty, | should stand in doubt of hiram
not at all afraid!

| wish you to examine all that | teach you. | @ to do it, for | would not like to be respongbl
for another man’s creed. Like the Bereans, seandhsae whether these things are according to Scrip-
ture or not. One of the greatest blessings thatooame upon the church would be a searching spirit
which would refer everything to the Holy Scripturéfighey speak not according to this Word of Givd,
is because there is no light of God in them! Thameetry the spirits by this infallible test! In dhings
render service to God as carefully as the Eas@medr planted his wheat. You serve a precise God,
therefore be precise in His service. He is a jeal@od, therefore be jealous of the least taintriafreor
mistake in anything that you do for Him. Take calsp, that you nourish every part of your religion
with prayer, even as the farmer watered each plRaly for grace from on high that your soul may-nev
er be parched and dried up. Perform to your faithyour hope, to your love, and to all the grades t
are in your soul every necessary service whicHahweer renders to his wheat. Watch, weed, guard and
water every gracious principle—give your divine @ga your principal care, for they are to yield your
principal harvest.

V. With one more lesson | close. Do this, because FRAMR PRINCIPAL CARE YOU MAY
EXPECT YOUR PRINCIPAL CROP. If religion is the peipal thing, you may look to religion for
your principal reward. The harvest will come to yiowarious ways. For instance, you will make the
greatest success in life if you wholly live to tjlery of God. Success or failure must much depgrahu
the suitableness of the endeavor. | shall nevableeto conduct a choir, but | may succeed in prieagc
for that is my proper work. Now you, Christianyiu try to live to thevorld you will not succeed, for
you are not fitted for it. Grace has spoiled youdm. If you live to God with all your heart, youill
succeed in it, for God has made you for a holy spbea purpose. As He made the fish for the watdr an
the birds for the air, so He has made the beliéseholiness and for the service of God! And youl wi
be out of your element—you will be a fish out oftaraor a bird in the stream—if you leave the sevi
of God. The Eastern farmer’s prosperity hinges isnwheat and yours upon devotion to God! It is to
your faith and love that you must look for your jdg there any bliss like the bliss of knowing tlati
are in Christ and are the beloved of the Lord® tbiyourreligion that you must look for comfort on a
sick and dying bed—and you may be there very s6Ges, and the sooner the better,” you may say, if
you have grown this principal wheat, and have stiwthe Spirit that you may reap life everlasting!

In the world to come what a crop, what a harvaitoeme of serving the Lord! What will come out
of all else? Nothing but vanity of vanity! A manshanade millions and he is dead. What is he thebett
for his gold? A warrior becomes an emperor—his famgs throughout all the earth! He dies. What has
he of all his honors? What will any of you havetle last if you live to the world? To live to thexd
is like playing with boys in the street for halfpen or entertaining yourself as children do witts lmf
platter and oyster shells. Only a life devoted uGtad yields real and substantial results—all etse i
waste. Let us think so and gird up our loins toseghe Lord! May the divine Spirit help us to sdvet
principal wheat and live in joyful expectation efaping a joyous harvest in due season, accorditigeto
promise, “They that sow in tears shall reap in’jdyhat which was the cause of our principal anxiety
here, shall be the source of our endless happhersafter!

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THEHOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THISSERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST!
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