Sermon #1613 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

SHUT IN OR SHUT OUT
NO. 1613

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD'S-DAY MORNING, AUGUST 14, 1881,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“The Lord shut him in.”
Genesis 7:16.

NOAH was a very different man from the rest of #n@gho lived in his time, for the grace of God
had set a division between him and them. They to@md and Noah feared Him. They lived for things
seen and temporal and he lived in sight of thesible. When he was building the ark, he was in s mi
erable minority, as men count heads. And, even &6 years of ministry, when his ark was built and
his family entered it, they were eight against mam§ions—an insignificant few, as men would say—a
pitiful sect among mankind. Who could imagine thia@ eight would be right and all the millions
wrong? Where God ighereis the majority! But very clearly there was a vemarked distinction be-
tween Noah and his household and all the rest okimd. Yet, great as that distinction was, througho
120 years there was no impassable gulf betweetwth@arties. Although Noah could netpuld not go
to them, yet they that would, might pass to himthd#y would hear, believe and obey, they, too, migh
be among the company whom God had blessed and wiewmould surely preserve from destruction.
When the 120 years were over and God'’s Spirit waxaldonger strive with men, there stood the great
ark with its vast door wide open and Noah still tommed to preach and to declare that all who would
pass within that open portal into the ark of saidtguld be preserved from the coming destruction.

Outside that door death would reign universally, &l would be peace within. When the last seven
days of grace had come to a close, the Lord beganvbrk of justice by separating Noah. “The Lord
shut him in.” Then there was a more marked diffeeebetween Noah and the rest of mankind. He that
opens and no man shuts; He that shuts and no neans-efeven He had interposed an impassable barri-
er between Noah and those that believed not. Merggte was shut! The time of long-suffering had
come to a close. Brothers and sisters, the Chuirébod stands, at the present moment, in the world
very much in the same condition as Noah and hislyaithe door of the ark is still wide open andst
our business to persuade, constrain and compelwignall our might, to come in! Not without sucses
have our entreaties been, for many have enteredrkhef salvation which is found in the person of o
divine Lord Jesus. These make up with us the chfasaily of God who shall be safe when the world is
deluged with the last devouring fire. But the tic@mes—it comes to each man in death and it will
come to the whole company of the ungodly in the wagn the Lord Jesus shall descend from heaven
with a shout—that the door shall be shut and itldfeasaid, “Between us and you there is a gredt gu
fixed; so that they which would pass from here ¢o gannot; neither can they pass to us, that would
come from there.” Character will become unchanggabk that is unjust will be unjust, still, and he
that is filthy will be filthy, still.

My heart trembles as | think of this matter! Thexea joy in being shut in with the saints, butreag
grief in knowing that many will be shut out. | shiabor so to set forth this truth of God that, lpsgys
before the door closes, a goodly company may &te Will come with you, for we perceive that the
Lord is with you.” Surely in the floods of great te@es they shall not come near unto the Lord—bul unt
those water floods break forth theyay come-and they shall find a glad welcome! For it is vent,
“Him that comes to Me | will in nowise cast out.”

Our meditation will be arranged under two headscwimay readily be remembered—shut in and
shut out. They stand in very distinct contrast adohit of no third condition.

l. First, let us think of truths of God which rangeniselves under the head of SHUT IN. This is a
blessed text. Oh that the Spirit of God may helptongreach from it and you to enjoy it! Observesrth
that Noah was shut in—shut in the ark. Noah’s ciiorlias to an evil world was now one of permanent
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separation. He was severed from the world anddparation was beyond recall. There is a time in the
human character when it has some good thing iowatds the Lord God of Israel and yet that good
thing may be lost. But there is another and happes when the truly converted have stepped ower th
boundary and shall never go back to corruptionyTdre dead and their life is hid with Christ in Ged
hidden beyond further damage or death. They ave) then on, kept by the power of God unto salva-
tion—crucified unto the world and the world untaeth. There was a time when, speaking after the
manner of men, Noah might have given up his testyrand sided with the ungodly mass. But that pos-
sibility is all over, for the door is shut—the Lohds shut him in. There was no wish in Noah’s hiart
come out and he could not come out. The deed was diod could not be undone—the bolt was turned
and could not be withdrawn. Noah was shut in byrdhwhich is not given to undo its own work! | be-
lieve that this blend of character and conditios happened to all believers who can truly say tthey

are dead unto the world. Dying unto the world is Way of our salvation! By this process we pass int
newness of life. | dare say when that door was, ghatmen of the world said, “Look at old Noah! He
has gone into his coffin. He is as good as deadbandd.”

Yes, that was exactly what they were mearseteand tosay! Peter says, “The like figure whereunto
also baptism does now save us.” He does not saypé#pism saves us, but that it is a “likgure” of
the way of salvation. The ark and immersion sehftie same truth of God. The man is “buried in-bap
tism,” to signify that he is dead to the world, wdia, also, he rises, again, to show his fellowshi
Christ in resurrection and the fact that he haanri® newness of life. Baptism is a picture ofwlagy of
salvation, just as Noah’s ark was. Entrance intodtk and submergence beneath a 40 days’ deluge of
rain was a fit type of death and burial—and theng<f the ark above the waters fitly sets fortbure
rection to a new life. Noah underwent burial to tak old things that he might come out into a new
world and, even so, we die in Christ that we mag vith Him. This is the doctrine, but the expeden
is grand! Beloved, it is a great mercy when a mam feel in his own soul that God has fixed, forever
his condition towards the ungodly. We have come ot brethren, from among men just as Abraham
did when he left his fatherland and went into twed of which he knew nothing but that God had said
that He would give it to him and to his seed. Imgtten concerning Abraham and the other patriarch
that, “doubtless if they had been mindful of thagael from where they came out, they had opportuaity
return,” but they did not return—it entered noobiieir minds and hearts to do so. They had ag lief
Padanaram behind them as if they had been deatharet to it and their life showed, each one of
them, to be a pilgrim and a sojourner with God.

Even so with believers! The Lord has called usamut set us apart unto Himself. Therefore a door is
shut behind us and we cannot go back. We are likey&’s Pilgrim—we must go forward, for we have
no armor for our backs. There is no inducementotback if we fairly consider the matter. The City o
Destruction which we have left is to be burnt witk—shall we go back tthat? The enemies we have
fought and encountered are left behind—shall wé& seem to fight again, or to become their friends?
Sin is bitter to us, it has already broken ourhtest with gravel—shall we go back to it? What irgluc
ment do we have to return to the house of bondbige by God’s grace, “Forward,” is our motto till we
come to “the city which has foundations, whosedrriland maker is God.”

Brethren, | am always glad when | can feel, comiogr any of you, that you have finally done with
the world and may be numbered with the irrecon@sfor, alas, | fear there are too many who lsove
guestionably come out of Sodom that their heassstill there and they are apt to cast lingeringkto
towards the accursed city. Ah me! What if any ofi ghould become pillars of salt! “Remember Lot’s
wife?” But when, like Noah, you are divided fronettvorld’s pursuits by God’s own act, then is it wel
with you! Noah was shut in and could not followeafthe festivities and worldliness of men. Theyeaver
eating and drinking—marrying and given in marriaga#to Noah the dance and the viol, the feast and
the revel called in vain! He could not now hoardwsgalth, nor seek for fame among the sons of men.
He was utterly exiled and excluded from all thdseds which charmed the minds of his contemporar-
ies. He was out of the fashion, yes, out of theldVor

He was shut out, too, from all their possessi@&wen from his own farm he was now expatriated.
Blessed is that man who, whatever he has, hasthcagh he had it not—he sets no store by earthly
things and does not lock up his soul in his irofe skle is shut out from the things which rust and c
rupt, so that they are not his god, nor his treasMioah was divided from the evil generation among

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ Volume 27




Sermon #1613 Shut In Or Shut Out 3

which he dwelt by an act of God—here was his saf&tiam was put in paradise by God, but he was
never shut in by God and, therefore, very sooneftehis first estate and wandered among thorns and
thistles. But Noah was both put in the ark and shihe ark—and, therefore, he never left his €nelt
until the Lord bade him come forth to possess tw world. Blessed are the men of whom the Lord
Jesus can say, “They are not of the world.” Suckeh@assed by death into life and are members of a
new race who shall go forth with joy and be ledHawrith peace, for they shall inherit the earthé&ied

is that man who has crossed the Rubicon, decidingeton the Lord’s side whatever others may do;
blessed is the man who has burnt his boats behmdHaving landed in a country from which he will
never retreat. | would gladly be one who can ceadaee, but cannot cease to be a Christian! | would
gladly be on who can die, but cannot deny his Londbuld gladly be one who will, if necessary, go
with Him to prison and to death—and cannot do atiss—for the love of Christ constrains me. Then
is the will most truly free when it is under theesst dominion of infinite love! This is true liberyto be

led about in triumph in every place, bound with silken cords of gratitude—a captive to the powfer o
grace! O happy man who can truly say that from womhe is “shut in” because he is born-again and,
thus, entirely changed!

In the olden times a newly converted man who becameminent saint was met in the street by a
woman who had, at other times, tempted him tol&took no notice of her and at last she cried out,
“Do you not know me? It is I.” “Ah,” said the newam, “but it is not I.” No, he was not the man who
could take pleasure in uncleanness. He could ngelosin, for he was born of God! Our inner life shu
us in to holiness and the wounds of Jesus sealdbe The goodness of God interposes a barrier be-
tween us and evil, for we say with Joseph, “How ktdpo this great wickedness and sin against God?”
“How can we, that are dead to sin, live any lorigesin? Therefore our prayer is that of Toplady—

“Oh nail me to the sacred wood,

There tie me with Your Spirit's chain!
There seal me with Your fastening blood,
Nor ever let me loose again!

There let me bow my suppliant knee,

And acknowledge no other Lord but Thee!”

We must now remark, secondly, that Noah was not shut in, but he was shut by God There
was the excellence of it—“The Lord shut him in.” M@an can shut in as the Lord can! | cannot shut
professors into the ways of godliness as | woukhwAlas, with all my preaching, many wander agd tr
to be members of the church and citizens of thddytwo! We have among us avowed lovers of Christ
who act too much like “lovers of pleasure.” | hawreached no liberty to sin, as some do, but | fiese
clared that, “strait is the gate and narrow iswlag,” but yet these men make excursions into tloadbr
road. | would still hammer at the door of the arkhope of shutting it closed and keeping it sd, ibis
little that | can do. If Noah had shiimselfin, he might have come out again. And if any & tlutside
world had shut him in, he would probably have basén the door! But “the Lord shut him in” and,
therefore, sure work was made of it. Oh to be eserldoy almighty grace! The Lord has shut His people
in unto Himself by His choice of them in Christ dgsby His redemption of them from among men and
by His sanctifying them to be a peculiar peopleoudimself. Yes, the Lord has done it—“The Lord
shut him in.” Take notice that this was very clsketting, so as to keep out the water. | fancyithaiu
saw a huge vessel lying upon the dry land wherdltioels would come to float it, you would be very
anxious about that great opening in its side. & eadently a huge doorway, for a pair of elephéuais
passed through it, so that it was a gaping lealkchvhiould take in enough water in an hour to sirk th
ark to the bottom!

How could the great door be closed? All the tirsbare waterproofed and the ship is well caulked
and pitched within and without, but all will go faothing unless we can secure the big door. Mdcely
shut the door will be of no use. When the rain bego fall in torrents from above and the wateeple
up from below, and the ship commences to rise,validake in any quantity of water at the points
where the door fits into the wood. Shipwrights vii# needed and the caulkers and the men with the
pitch must come. No shipwright could manage to slutuge a door close enough for safety unless you
give him time and call in the help of other workefgerefore “the Lord shut him in” because nobody
else could safely be trusted to shut such a dagainat which a forty days’ tempest was to beat most
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furiously! What a mercy it is that when we get into Christféyh and are shut in from the world with
Him, that we are perfectly safe because the Lomiddif has shut us in! We are not only brought to
Christ Jesus by divine power, but we preservedn Christ Jesus unto eternal life by the samengivi
might. Beloved, there is no doubt about the satwvatif those who are in Christ, for none can separat
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus oord. Never has a soul perished trusting in Jesds an
never shall a soul so perish, for though salvaisoso difficult that the righteous scarcely areeshwet
when the Lord Jehovah puts His hand to the woris, dlone well and done forever! In Noah'’s case the
huge chasm that would have let in the water-floads perfectly closed up. Even so, all the yawning
leaks and openings of our fall and sin are closethb grace of God and, in Christ Jesus, we are se-
cure—the Lord has shut us in!

That door was also shut very fast to prevent titeaace of enemies from the outside. For who can
tell? | should fancy that when the waters begans® when they were up to the ankles, or knee,deep
those who had, before, ridiculed the patriarchiggbavould assemble around that door and clamorously
demand to be admitted, resolved, if refused, toefdheir way in. But it would have been in vain.dGo
had shut the door and no violence could force @epby push of crowd or leverage of strength. Even
So it is with us—we are protected against everyaught of the enemies of our soul. Come life, come
death, things present or things to come—God hasiajgal salvation! Come temptations of every sort,
come craft or assault of devils—none can forcedberway and come at us for our destruction. “At
evening let them return; and let them make a nitkeea dog, and go round about the city. But | will
sing of Your power; yes, | will sing aloud of Yoorercy in the morning: for You have been my defense
and refuge in the day of my trouble. Unto You, O stiength, will 1 sing.” This divine shutting in of
Noah was very necessary, for | suppose that noetsgecould have moved the gigantic door upon its
enormous hinges. It was probably too massive te haen stirred by Noah or his united family. It lmus
have been a moment of wonder and awe when thagreflops door began silently to move of its own
accord, as though an invisible hand was carefldigicg it so that not a crevice should be madeuitjino
which water could penetrate!

The ark was soon as complete as if it had nevieibggd an opening from stem to stern. You and |
need shutting into Christ by a divine hand or werewill be done securely. When a soul is brought t
Christ it is by divine grace, but the whole is dohe then—the grand difficulty is to keep us ini€fr
for without continued grace we shall still perishspite of all the arrangements of redeeming Ibleay
many have ventured to sea in the galleys of their cesolve and have perished there! How many have
hoped to shut themselves in with Christ by the nfieree of personal determination, but the leakaige o
their own depraved heart has drowned them! Butwdten God has brought us into union with Jesus,
He shuts us in and we are saved in the Lord witk\arlasting salvation! The great door of covenant
faithfulness is shut behind the believer, and hsuisounded by the power and grace of God, even as
Noah was housed within the strong timbers of thke #ere is no crack nor cranny through which the
floods of wrath can penetrate—omnipotent love hag 8s in, and the Lord did this not only necessari
ly, but graciously. | call your attention to theacige of the names in the text, a very significér@nge
indeed—"They that went in, went in male and fenwlall flesh: as God had commanded him: and the
Lord"—that is, Jehovah—"shut him in.” Elohim, asthreator and preserver, takes care of living ging
to preserve them, but the Lord, even Jehovah,dkiemanting God, interposes in great mercy to ptotec
His chosen servant!

It was Jehovah who entered into solemn leaguecamdnant with His servant, Noah, so that He
would preserve him in the ark, and float him irte hew world in it. And as Jehovah, the covenanting
one, He shut Noah in. There is no security liké tiaich is given us by the covenant of grace. Téwech
which was lifted to swear our safety has also hméstretched to effect it! The everlasting cover@nt
dered in all things and sure, guarantees salvati@l who are represented by the great head armdysu
of that covenant, even our Lord Jesus. Love andepaaoperate with faithfulness and truth to keep th
chosen from all danger. Dwell much upon the coveaad note the immutable pledges by which it is
secured, and the immortal principles upon whids founded! Try to suck out the delicious sweetness
which is to be found in the hive of the covenaat,if you are an advanced child of God, no fornthaf
truth of God can be more nourishing or refreshmgdur mind! The doctrines which spring out of the
covenant are peculiarly comforting to believing denThe promises of God are yes and amen in Christ
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Jesus, and can never fail nor change, since theneow stands fast forever and ever. Its tenureees f
and sovereign grace and it cannot be disannullece i a line of it, “I will put My fear in theirdarts,
that they shall not depart from Me.” With such amrse does Jehovah shut us in with Christ Jesus in
matchless kindness and unspeakable love! Noticee again, that this deed was very instructive te No
ah. It must have been so. Noah had ceased to ¢e@rding to the mere senses of the body and had
come to perceive his absolute dependence upon lisbdhe was made, by the opened door, to see that
dependence most clearly. By divine orders he hat duark on dry land and when it was built, Noah
might have said, “Now | feel safe.” But he could say so, for there was a gaping hole in the sidbeo
ark—a vast aperture which he could not close up.

It was an occasion of mercy to mankind, and Noabk probably glad to see it open that he might
still preach righteousness and warn men to escay& g, “The door is open! Come, you great sinners!
Enter, you sons of Anak. Come and be saved!"—

“Come to the ark, before yet the flood

Your lingering steps oppose!

Come, for the door which open stood

Is now about to close!”
Yet when he had done his sermon and went homeapeithe said to his wife, “Beloved, how can this
ark save us? That door, if ever the floods com#,bgia dreadful danger to us. We cannot shut ihia¥v
is to be done? We must leave it with God. We alledgipendent upon a divine interposition and Jeho-
vah will stretch out His hand and shut the dooedfially so that we shall float above the deluge.”

In this condition of daily dependence, the Lordwdohave His people abide, conscious to the very
last that in Him, only, do they live! “Without Meoy can do nothing.” We are entirely dependent upon
our faithful, loving God for everything! If | werto get up to heaven’s wall and gaze in through the
pearly gates, | know that if God did not give maag to take the last step, | would die upon thest
old of the Celestial City! We rest upon God at fingt for hope and pardon and the same is the ttase
the end. “My soul, wait only upon God, for my exgon is from Him.” You will never be able to
throw your cap up and say, “I have done with furgheyer and watchfulness, for | need no longer de-
pend on God.'Neverwill you cease to look unto the Lord for your s#len till you shall be safely
housed in heaven—

“Far from a world of grief and sin,

With God eternally shut in.”
Then joyfully will you confess that salvation isthie Lord and glorify your great God and Savioru3h
the text tells us that Noah was shut in, and teawas shut in by God.

But now let us remember that he was shuwvith God, for in the first verse of the chapter we read
“The Lord said unto Noah, Come, you and all youns®into the ark.” This clearly shows that the Lord
wasalready in the arkO what a joy it is to know that when a soul isiéd to the world it lives with
Christ, “for if we have been planted together ie likeness of His death, we shall be also in thenless
of His resurrection.” God is in Christ Jesus amglare in Christ Jesus—and thus we have fellowship
with the Father and with His Son Jesus! The talmenaf God among men is the person of Christ! And
when we are joined unto the Lord and become mentfdris body, we are alive unto God and have
fellowship with Him! It is a blissful privilege tbe hidden away in the person of Christ, for, “inrHi
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, aiodi are complete in Him.” You are in Him; that is
true, joined unto the Lord in one spirit. Oh thikdeship the saved have with God! How cheering! How
near! How elevating! How strengthening! God hastle¢ entire world to its own destruction, but e t
ark, Christ Jesus, there is joy, peace and fellgwsfor God is there and all His redeemed familytshu
in with Him! Happy man, to be enclosed in the septace of the tabernacle of the Most High! He khal
abide under the shadow of the Almighty.

Next, notice that Noah’s happiness was all thetgrebecause he was shut in the ark with all his
family. This is a great joy, to have your entiraueehold brought unto the faith of Christ. Some agnon
us have one or two of their family still without @t and strangers to His salvation. This is a ggei@f.
| will not enlarge upon a subject so painful, blnbw instances in which godly women have all their
children with them in Christ, but the husband i#f atstranger to the covenant of promise. Thera is
brother among us who joys to dwell in Christ, bigt father and mother are still without God and with
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out Christ! How often have we heard that dear dshprayer for his relatives! Perhaps his parangs
here, and if so | would tell them how much thein’sqrayers affect me. He cries as for his veuwy tifat
God would save his father! Some among us never ipréhye prayer meeting without strong crying and
tears for their kinsmen according to the flesh—tleapnot get through a prayer without mentioning
their children, or their brothers, or others ofitHeouse—I hope they never will! I hope God willyla
their kindred on their heart as a heavy burderthidly are all saved in answer to prayer!

Noah would have been an unhappy man that da ivife had been outside the ark, or if Shem or
Ham had been outside, or if Japhet’s wife or aimgiohad been left to perish. How joyful are theyowh
can say that all theirs are God’s. You are veragdel, some of you, to see your sons and daugleters r
spectably settled in life. Thank God for His gragrovidence, but, mark you, if they were all poor
and you saw them adlaved—thatvould be the highest cause for gratitude! Bettesel® them regenerate
than rich! Better married to Christ than to a foguGive your God no rest till it is so and if tkas one
who seems quite outside of spiritual things, pr@ayhim as Abraham prayed for Ishmael, “Oh that Ish-
mael might live before You!” It is better you shdybray hard for them while they live, than that you
should mourn bitterly over them when dead, as Dawidwhen he lamented aloud, “O Absalom, my
son! Would God | had died for you! O Absalom, mysmy son!” May the Lord, when He blesses us as
He did Jacob, extend that blessing to all our &ijlznd cause all that are born unto us to be bgaima
unto Himself. Noah and his household were shutiéar friends, to be perfectly preserved, and tben t
come forth into a new world.

The rains descended, the springs poured forth thentains, the waters rose and the huge vessel
began to leave the ground and to walk the watkesdithing of life. | think the little company migh
well have sung a hymn, but if they did, it is prbleathat the hymn was brought to a pause as thaylhe
the cries of drowning men and women outside. | oaattempt to picture the scene—they must have
come clustering in great multitudes round the ahlemvthey saw that in very deed the flood was de-
scending and rising! As the fast-closed ark begamove, the inmates must have heard a chorus of
cries, groans, and shrieks of men and women aspiieghed in the insatiable waters! Down poured the
incessant showers, beating on the roof with pegbetwnder. The bidden eight were in solitude, shut
from the all-enveloping sheet of rain. The wateystmued to gather and still the ark rose. Thougyt
could scarcely tell where they were amid the wasatjtude, they knew that they were safe. When they
looked out and saw no living thing, not even the o a mountain, and they were floating on a sea th
knew no shore, how strange must have been thesaens! But the Lord had shut Noah in, so he was
perfectly safe. Noah knew that the Lord High Admho&the seas was at the helm to steer the lonely
ship aright.

Then came a strong wind to evaporate the watatshaw the ark must have sped before the gale,
none knew where! It was doubtless tossed aboutt i®the nature of winds to raise waves—and where
there was no shore to give the slightest shelieryessel must have felt all their force. Yet theofed
family was safe—

“Without deep calls unto deep,

But all is peace within.”
The waters subsided and, by-and-by, the ark canaestoange sensation, for its keel was touching the
earth—it was coming to its rest. God rememberedhNo&l brought the ark to rest on the mountains of
Ararat. But will the ark ground safely? Perhaps wilebreak her back on a rock, or slide down tides
of a hill, or over the brink of a precipice! No,.nde who was her architect will be her preservestiG
has found an anchorage for the stars, and He aaty daerth a ship! He found the ark a safe resting
place, and brought out all her passengers safs@nttl. He is berthing many a vessel, now, in tleg-ev
lasting harbors, and He has such skill in navigatiat no vessel which belongs to Him shall eveneo
to an ill end! So far, Noah fared well and feltidojround beneath him once again. Now the waters
quickly disappear, but what a mass of mud—shalréiseued family run the risk of fever and pollufton

They shall not be let out till the land is dry—whiie earth has been fertilized by its own destruc-
tion and is ready to receive the seed from the seswand—and the grass has begun to grow for the ca
tle! Then shall they come out into a new world. Hiaiv the face of nature so newly washed! How like
a bride decked for her marriage day! God sets opee the door and out they come—camels, ele-
phants, sheep, lions—Noah and all his family reéi@do range at liberty! A sacrifice is offered and
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God smells a savor of rest. So shall it be with gbut in with Christ away from this world to whiclew
are not conformed—we shall ride in safety as exilethgs out of this old world into another! A day
comes when the new heaven and the new earth shakdn and then the meek shall inherit the earth
and shall delight themselves in the abundance atgleThen shall our sacrifice of praise be accepted
the Lord! Blessed are they who enter into the d&rkesus Christ, and so die to the old life thay thmay

live in newness of life, rejoicing in Him who sitpon the throne of God and says, “Behold, | make al
things new!” This is your lot and mine forever aacer!

Il. I have purposely reserved only a very few minutgghe second and much more painful point of
my discourse, which comes out of the words, SHUTTOLb have the door shut is well enough for No-
ah, and those who are with him, but as for allrés, that big door, when it closed on its hinggmt
them all out! Shut them all out to perish with afsand sure destruction! Who were they? | wonder i
any of the sort are here! Well, they were a petimd¢ had been preached to—Noah was a “preacher of
righteousness”—and fulfilled his office persevehndhe men of his generation were not left to gleri
without the light of God—they had been warned, thagt been instructed, and they had been entreated.

They were such as you are who have been habiaaéts of the Word of God, but hearers only. Of
course, you have, none of you, heard the gospel20ryears from one man, but many of you have
heard it quite long enough to have incurred gredt on having rejected it so often. They were aple
who had been prayed for. You will ask me how | camé&now that. | answer that Ezekiel speaks of
three men notable as intercessors: Noah, Danielabég-and | feel sure he would not have mentioned
Noah in that company if he had not been a manedtgrrayer. | believe that Noah prayed much for his
generation, and yet they were not saved. | am sigia, hearers, that some of you are daily the bbjec
earnest supplication. On Monday nights | have hatésiabout some of you, and hundreds, and even
thousands of us have joined together in prayingyéar! Beside that, you know the dear ones at home
are earnestly interceding for you, and some whaavein heaven pleaded hard for you before they de-
parted. Yet you will be shut out as sure as youaéive unless you flee to Christ and enter into sk
vation very soon! They were a people who had, nadrigem, been associated with Noah in his work. It
is hardly likely that Noah built the ark with higsvo hands all alone—he must have hired fellers exgr
and carpenters, caulkers and shipwrights of varlonds. None of these were saved. It is a sad thing
that those who helped to build the ark were shtibbi!

Remember, however, that they shut themselvesTdgty chose their own destruction. Do | speak to
any who have subscribed to build the house in wthiely worship? Who contribute their share to the
expenses of the church and to the help of the @owt to the education of the young—and yet have no
part in Christ? | do not understand those of yow &fre zealous in promoting religion and yet have no
share in the great salvation! Why will you resoteebe shut out? As sure as ever you sit on thdf sea
you will be shut out of heaven and shut out of €thiorever unless you arise and go unto your Father
confessing your sins and seeking His mercy! May @&odken you to flee from the wrath to come!

These people in Noah’s time had seen great wonHeitthe world must have gathered to see the
camels and elephants, eagles and peacocks, sndilsaams—all come running, or flying, or creeping
to the ark! Such a sight never could have been Befare! There they come in pairs—four wild beasts,
two and two—and clean beasts by sevens! Voluntaritgring the ark! What a sight it must have been!
Many saw it and confessed that God’s hand was and yet they did not enter the ark, themselvés. O
my hearers, some of you have been here in timesvofal! You have seen drunks saved! You have
seen the most unlikely ones converted, and/gathave not turned unto the Lord! Be you sure of-this
you will be shut out of hope forever! May God gréamhay never be so! But unless you repent, it el
the case.

Let me read you a passage from the gospel of LAlké.as | read it, think of it and tremble—“When
once the master of the house is risen up and hagtshdoor, and you begin to stand outside andlkno
at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us! Hallsanswer and say unto you, | know you not from
where you are—then shall you begin to say, we leaten and drunk in Your presence, and You have
taught in our streets. But He shall say, | tell ybknow you not from where you are! Depart from,Me
all you workers of iniquity. There shall be weepgngd gnashing of teeth, when you shall see Abraham,
and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets initigel&im of God, and you yourselves thrust out.” Bhru
out—pushed out, not permitted to enter the great aderposing between you and all hope of mercy!
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Next, notice what they did. What they did was-thikey were a people who took all their delight in
worldly things. We are told in the New Testameratttihey “ate and they drank; they married and were
given in marriage till the day that Noah enterew ithe ark.” They were altogether taken up witls thi
world—like some of you who have no regard for therld to come—nbut live as if this life would be
everything. Prayer, praise and looking into etethalgs are all weariness to you—you look after the
shop, and the farm, and the house—and forget Gdd! ot blame you for diligence in business any
more than | blame these people for eating and ohgn&nd marrying! But to make this the main thing i
life is to despise God, and heaven, and eternityhyhearer, remember your God! Remember your
Savior! Remember your soul! Remember death! Heakef! How little do you think of these things!
Be not like these ungodly ones who gave their earwvorldly things!

And then they did not believe. That was the pdihatever Noah might say they replied, “Poor old
man, you have entered on a second childhood. Pemaapn we are 500 years old, we shall talk non-
sense, t00.” When the patriarch came to be 60G\adr they said, “That greybeard is always tellisg
these stories,” and they jested at the old markefaAlas, some of you do not believe the gospead, a
therefore do not seek its salvation! But it is tfraed you will acknowledge it to be so when you get
breast deep in the fire-flood, as you will be beftong! Oh that you would believe and escape froen t
wrath to come! They despised the long-sufferingsofd! They said, “Here has Noah been telling us
these 120 years that a flood is coming and whet@"igsmong us it is a common proverb, “Christmsas i
coming,” but in Noah’s days there must have beeremsting in the proverb, “The deluge is coming!”

They would not believe that such a thing couldréaee Some say, “I| have gone on very well; | have
had no religion, and yet | have always prosperdtivie seen godly people getting poor, but | have al
ways added field to field, and house to house; hdibneed religion! | am comfortable enough without
it.” If we say we pity them, they reply, “We do neaint your pity.” Just so! But the tables will hered
before long, and then you willemandour pity, though it will avail you nothing, for ¢hdoor will be
shut! Once let God shut the door and there willheeternal separation between the ungodly and all
hope and happiness. What came of it, then? Theafdwpe was shut, and the multitude perished with-
out hope!

When | was thinking this over, | fancied that L@ preach about it, but | cannot. When | reallze t
fact that any one of my dear hearers could be aludf heaven, | cannot bear it! | need to finceerst
place to weep. If an angel should say to me, tlaasning, “All your hearers shall be saved but ome] a
you must pick out the one who shall be shut out ofvhed | should run my eyes anxiously up and
down these lines of pews—and | should take up namiiour, and at last cry—"No, | cannot take the
responsibility of marking out the doomed man!” lwiab keep you here, | think, till | died, beforedudd
make the horrible death-choice. | would say, “Losdyeeveryone!” And as for the marked man, |
would cry, “Spare him! Do spare him!”

Oh, my hearers, will you do for yourselves whabuild not dare to do for you? Will any man choose
for himself to be lost? Will he count himself unwhor of eternal life, and take it from himself? Thien
must shake off the dust of my feet against him!ill have none of the responsibility! If you will be
damned, you must do it yourselves! | will not bpaataker in the crime. Your blood be on your own
heads! Go down to the pit if you will; deliberatetroose to do so, but know this, that Christ was
preached to you, and you would not have Him! Youwennvited to come to Him, but turned your backs
upon Him! You chose for yourselves your own etededtruction! God grant you may repent of such a
choice, for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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