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“The Lord was with Joseph.”
Genesis 39:2.

SCRIPTURE frequently sums up a man’s life in a leirggntence. Here is the biography of Joseph
sketched by Inspiration—"God was with him,” so 3tep testified in his famous speech recorded in
Acts 7:9. Here is the life story of Abraham—“Abramdelieved God.” Of Moses, we read, “The man
Moses was very meek.” Take a New Testament lifeh s1$ that of John the Baptist, and you haveat in
line—"John did no miracles, but all things thatdpoke concerning Jesus were true.” The mere name of
John—“that disciple whom Jesus loved’—would semedn epitaph of him. It pictures both the man
and his history. Holy Scripture excels in this kioffull-length miniature paintings! Michelangels i
said to have drawn a portrait with a single strokéis crayon, and so the Spirit of God sketches a
man’s life in a single sentence—“The Lord was wlthseph.” Observe, however, that the portraits of
Scripture give us not only thauter, but theinner life of the man. Man looks at the outward appeegan
but the Lord looks upon the heart, and so the &oapdescription of men are not of their visibike,|
alone, but of their spiritual life. Here we havesdph as God saw him, theal Joseph. Externally it did
not always appear that God was with him, for Jog#igmot always seem to be a prosperous man. But
when you come to look into the inmost soul of gesvant of God, you see his true likeness—he limed
communion with the Most High, and God blessed hiri-h€' Lord was with Joseph and he was a pros-
perous man.”

Dear friends, how would you like to have yaaner biography sketched? How would your soul ap-
pear, if set out in detail before the entire waaklto its desires, affections and thoughts? Maresli
have looked well on paper, but beneath their sartae biographer never dared to dive, or, perhaps,
could not have dived had he been anxious to do so! It snofhought wise, in writing a man’s life, to
suppress certain matters. This may be prudentifddsign is to guard a reputation, but it is sdgrce
truthful. The Spirit of God does not suppress tndtf, even, of those whom we most admire, butesrit
them fully, like the Spirit of Truth, as He is. Tihean who, above others, was “a man after God’s own
heart,” was yet, in some points, exceedingly faudtyd he committed one foul deed which will remain,
through all time, a blemish upon his character.réheas in David so firm and undeviating an attach-
ment to the Lord God and so sincere a desire tigtitt—and so deep a repentance when he had erred—
that the Lord still regarded him as after His oveat although He smote him heavily for his transgre
sions. David was a truly sincere man in spite effdults into which he fell and it is theart of David
which is sketched. So here, the Spirit is not lagkso much at Joseph as a favorite child, or amptayy
prime minister, as at the innermost and truestplgsend therefore He thus describes him, “the Lord
was with Joseph.” This striking likeness of Josspiongly reminds us of our Master and Lord, that
greaterJoseph, who is Lord over the entire world for$hke of Israel.

Peter, in his sermon to the household of Cornedia&l of our Lord that He “went about doing good
and healing all that were oppressed of the désilGod was with Hini Exactly what had been said of
Joseph! It is wonderful that the same words shaelscribe both Jesus and Joseph; the perfect Savior
and the imperfect patriarch! When you and | ardgaéed in divine grace, we shall wear the image of
Christ and that which will describe Christ will aldescribe us! Those who live with Jesus will laasr
formed by His fellowship till they become like HEo my mind, it is very beautiful to see the resem-
blance between the First-Born and the rest of @inalf/; between the great typical Man, the Second Ad
am and all those men who are quickened into Hesdifd are one with Him. This having the Lord with
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us is the inheritance of all the saints, for wisathie apostolic benediction in the Epistles buesird that
the Triune God may be with us? To the church in Bofaul says, “Now the God of peace be with you
all.” To the church in Corinth, he writes, “The geaof the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of Gad, a
the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you @lmen.” To the Thessalonians, he says, “The Lord be
with you all.” Did not our glorious Lord say, “Ld,am with you always, even unto the end of the
world”? How better could | salute you this mornithgn in the words of Boaz to the reapers, “The Lord
be with you™? What kinder answer could you give timen, “The Lord bless you”?

High up upon the mountains which form the backl waMentone | happened, one day, to meet a
Quaker in the usual costume. He was a warm-hebed of all who love Jesus. He saluted me and we
found great unity of spirit. On parting, | said,rig¢nd, the Lord be with you.” And he answered, “And
with your spirit,” adding, “It is the first bit ahe liturgy that | have ever used.” Truly, the mofeen we
can use it with our hearts, the better, for normeagject to it! Thus do | say to all of you thisyddThe
Lord be with you!” And | know that you are respomgli “And with your spirit.” May you find that your
desire is granted, by the Holy Spirit's being witly spirit that | may speak words which shall reffres
your hearts!

Now let us think of Joseph and see what we cam ligam him. “The Lord was with Joseph.” Let us
consider, first, the fact; secondly, the evidenicthat fact; and thirdly, the result of that fact.

I. First, we will run over Joseph’s life and note THECT—“The Lord was with Joseph.” God was
gracious to Joseph as a child. His father loved Ibatause he was the son of his old age and also be-
cause of the gracious qualities which he saw in. Iidefore he was 17 years of age, God had spoken
with him in dreams and visions of the night, of ethiwe read that, “His brothers envied him; but his
father observed the saying.” Dear young peoplaaynot be that God will appear to you in dreams, but
He has other ways of speaking to His young Samiels.remember He said, “Samuel, Samuel,” and
the beloved child answered, “Speak, Lord, for Ysenvant hears.” May you answer in the same manner
to the call of God by His word. It was the happiiege of some of us before we had left boyhood an
girlhood to have received gracious communicationsnf God—He led us to repentance, He led us to
faith in Christ and He revealed His love in our tiedefore we had left the schoolroom and the play-
ground! They begin well who begin early with Chrige will be with us to the end if we are with Him
at the beginning! If Joseph had not been a god{y be might never have been a gracious man. Divine
grace made him to differ from his brothers in yowthd he remained their superior all his days.df w
are gracious while we are yet children, we mayure ¢hat the Lord will be gracious to us even stoul
we live to old age and see our children’s children.

Early piety is likely to be eminent piety. Happg dhose who have Christ with them in the morning,
for they shall walk with Him all day and sweetlystavith Him at eventide. “The Lord was with Joseph”
when Joseph was at home and He did not desert han e was sent away from his dear father and his
beloved home and was sold for a slave. Bitteresloh of a slave irmny country and it was worst of all
in those early days. We are told by Stephen thatpduriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into
Egypt—but the Lord was with him—even when Josephk b&ing sold the Lord was with him. It must
have been a very dreadful journey for him acrossdisert, urged onward by those rough Ishmaelites,
probably traveling in a gang, as slaves do todhig in the center of Africa. May God put an endh®
abominable system! This delicate child of an indulgfather, who had been clothed with a princely
garment of many colors, must now wear the garb sihae and march in the hot sun across the burning
sand. But never was captive more submissive undet treatment. He endured as seeing Him who is
invisible! His heart was sustained by a deep cemio@é in the God of his father, Jacob, for, “Jehovah
was with him.” | think | see him in the slave markxposed for sale. We have heard with what trem-
bling anxiety the slave peers into the faces ot¢hewho are about to buy. Will he get a good master?
Will one purchase him who will treat him like a mam one who will use him worse than a brute? “The
Lord was with Joseph” as he stood there to be @atdhe fell into good hands!

When he was taken away to his master’s houserendarious duties of his service were allotted to
him, the Lord was with Joseph. The house of thepkgy had never been so pure, so honest, so honored
before. Beneath Joseph’s charge, it was secradlyetinple of his devotions and manifestly the abafde
comfort and confidence. That Hebrew slave had eygibcharacter about him which all perceived, and
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especially his master, for we read—"His master g@at the Lord was with him, and that the Lord made
all that he did to prosper in his hands. And Jodephd grace in his sight, and he served him—asd hi
master made him overseer over his house and &lhéhhad, he put into Joseph’s hands. And it came t
pass from the time that he had made him oversebisimouse and over all that he had, that the Lord
blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sakethenblessing of the Lord was upon all that he inad
the house and in the field.” Joseph’s diligenctegnty and gentleness won over his master, astiveyl
might. O that all of you who are Christian servawtsuld imitate Joseph in this and so behave your-
selves that all around you may see that the Lowdtis you! Then came a crisis in his history, thred

of testing. We see Joseph tried by a temptatiowhich, alas, so many perish! He was attacked in a
point at which youth is peculiarly vulnerable. lemely person made him the object of unholy salicit
tions from one upon whose goodwill his comfort gisedepended. And had it not been that the Lord
was with him, he would have fallen. The mass of kivash would scarcely have blamed him had he
sinned—they would have cast the crime upon the temand excused the frailty of youth. | say ndt so
God forbid | should, for in acts of uncleanneassither of the transgressors may be excused! But God
was with Joseph and he did not slide when seippesly places.

Thus Joseph escaped that deep pit into whichlthereed of the Lord fall. He was rescued from the
snare of the strange woman, of whom Solomon has e has cast down many wounded; yes, many
strong men have been slain by her. Her house iwdyeto Hell, going down to the chambers of death.”
Slavery, itself, was a small calamity compared wftat which would have happened to young Joseph
had he been enslaved by wicked passions. Happéy,.aord was with him and enabled him to overcome
the tempter with the question, “How can | do thisaj wickedness and sin against God?” He fled. That
flight was the truest display of courage! It is i@y way of victory in sins of the flesh. The afles
says, “Flee youthful lusts which war against thelS&Vhen Telemachus was in the isle of Calypse, hi
mentor cried, “Fly, Telemachus, fly! There remaitshope of a victory but by flight.” Wisely Joseph
left his garment and fled, for God was with himeTdtene shifts again and he who had been, fifat, a
vored child at home and then a slave—and then ptezhrone—now becomes a prisoner. The prisons of
Egypt were, doubtless, as horrible as all suchgslacere in the olden times and here is Josephein th
noisome dungeon! He evidently felt his imprisonmesry much, for we are told in the Psalms that “the
iron entered into his soul.” He felt it a cruelrthito be under such a slander and to suffer fomims-
cence. A young man so pure, so chaste, must hdvettebe sharper than a whip of scorpions tabe
cused as he was. Yet as he sat down in the glodns ckll, the Lord was with him.

The degradation of a prison had not deprived Hirhi®divine companion. Blessed be the name of
the Lord, He does not forsake His people when #reyin disgrace! No, He is more pleasant with them
when they are falsely accused than at any othex #ind He cheers them in their low estate. God was
with Joseph and very soon the kindly manners, #rglgness, the activity, the truthfulness, the stiqu
of Joseph had won over the keeper of the prisahatoJoseph rose, again, to the top and was the ove
seer of the prison! Like a cork, which you may pdskvn, but it is sure to come up again, so was Jo-
seph! He must swim—he could not drown—the Lord wék Him! The Lord’s presence made him a
king and a priest wherever he went and men taatdknowledged his influence. In the little kingdom o
the prison Joseph reigned, for, “God was with hikhke’will rise higher than that, however, when oppor
tunity arises for a display of prophetic power. Tefdhose under his charge appeared to be desponden
one morning and, with his usual gentleness, Joaskéd, “Why do you look so sad today?” He was al-
ways kindly and sympathetic and so they told himirtlreams and he interpreted them as the events
actually fell out. But why did he interpret dreanis®as because God was with him! Joseph tells them
then and there, that “interpretations belong unta.Glt was not that he had knowledge of an ocatrtlt
or was clever at guessing, but the Spirit of Gade@ upon him and so he understood the secretdveil
beneath the dreams. This led to further stepsafter having been tried from 17 to 30—after having
served 13 years’ apprenticeship to sorrow—he cans¢éand before Pharaoh and God is with him there,
too!

You can see that he is inwardly held up, for trebiew youth stands boldly forth and talks of God
in an idolatrous court! Pharaoh believed in multés of gods—he worshipped the crocodile, the ibis,
the bull—and all manner of things, even down tdks$eand onions, so that one said of the Egyptians,
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“Happy people, whose gods grow in their own gartfeBat Joseph was not ashamed to speak of his
God as the only living and true God. He said, “W@aid is about to do He showed unto Pharaoh.”
Calmly, and in a dignified manner, he unravels dneam and explains it all to Pharaoh, disclaiming,
however, all credit for wisdom. He says, “It is motme: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.”
God was with him, indeed! Joseph was made ruler ald=gypt and God was with him. Well did the
king say, “Can we find such a man as this is in nrhibe Spirit of God is?” His policy in storing upra

in the plenteous years succeeded admirably, forv@slevidently working by him to preserve the hu-
man race from extinction by famine. Joseph’s wisylstem, if looked at as executed in the interest of
Pharaoh, his master, was beyond measure sensibleuanessful. He was not teervantof the Egyp-
tians—Pharaoh had promoted him—and he enrichecaBhand, at the same time, saved a nation from
hunger. God was with him in bringing down his fathed the family into Egypt and locating them in
Goshen. And God was with Joseph till he came towleen he, “took an oath of the children of Israel,
saying God will surely visit you, and you shallgamp my bones from here.”

The Lord was with him and kept him faithful to tbevenant and the covenanted race, even to the
close of a long life of 110 years! He died faithfolthe cause of the God of his fathers, for held/oot
be numbered with Egypt, with all its learning anidita wealth. He chose to be accounted an Iseelit
and to share with the chosen race whatever thaurfes might be. He, like the rest of the patriarch
died in faith, looking for the promised inheritanead for its sake, renouncing the riches and ggooif
the world, for the Lord was with him!

Il. We shall next review THE EVIDENCE OF THE FACT thlabd was with him. What is the evi-
dence that the Lord was with Joseph? The firstesgd of it is this—he was always under the inflgenc
of the divine presence and lived in the enjoyméint & shall not need to quote the instances—iiobfa
them, at any rate, for everywhere, whenever Josepbart speaks—he lets you know that he is con-
scious that God is with him. Take him, especialigder temptation. Oh, what a mercy it was for him,
that he was a God-fearing man! “How can | do thisag wickedness, and sin agaiRsttiphar?” No.

Yet hewould have sinned against Potiphar, who had been aykmdster to him. Does he say, “How
shall 1 do this great wickedness, and sin agalmstwoman”? For it would have been a sin against he
No! Just as David said, “Against You, You only, Bdwinned, and done this evil in Your sight,” mak-
ing the main point and consideration to be sinrgj&od, so did Joseph, as he fled from the seducer,
argue thus—“How can | do this great wickedness, sindagainstGod?” Oh, if you and | always felt
that God were near, looking steadily upon us, wrukhnot dare to sin! The presence of a superimnof
checks a man from doing what else he might haveuved on. And the presence of God, if it were real-
ized, would be a perpetual barrier against temgtaand would keep us steadfast in holiness!

When Joseph, at any time afterwards, spoke of Gelder God helped him not only to stand
against temptation but to dmy service—you will notice how he always ascribet®iGod. He will not
interpret Pharaoh’s dream without first telling hith is not in me: God has showed Pharaoh whaisHe
about to do.” He was as conscious of the preseh&od when he stood before the great monarch as
when he refused that sinful woman! It was the santas domestic life. Let me read out of his family
register. “And unto Joseph were born two sons leetbe years of famine came, which Asenath the
daughter of Poti-Pherah, priest of On, bare unte. ind Joseph called the name of the first-born Ma-
nasseh: for God, said he, has made me forget albiljyand all my father’'s house. And the namehsf t
second called he Ephraim: For God has caused e taitful in the land of my affliction.” When his
aged father said to him, “Who are these?” Joseplerkvery beautifully, “They are my sons, whom
God has given me in this place.” | am afraid thatdo not habitually talk in this fashion, but Jdsep
did. Without the slightest affectation, he spoké afthis heart, under a sense of the divine presend
working. How like he is, in this, to our divine ldirl cannot help speaking of it. If there is anyodo
thing more marked about our Lord Jesus than andtieHis sense of the divine presence. You see it
when He is a child—*Know you not that | must be abMy Father’'s business?” You hear it in the
words, “I am not alone, because the Father is Mg’ And again, “I know that You hear Me always.”
You perceive it forcibly in the last moment of Hiarthly life, when the sharpest pang that tortities
is that which makes Him cry, “My God, My God, whgue You forsaken me?” The presence of God
was everything to Christ as it was to Joseph!
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Now, if you and | set the Lord always before us-etf soul dwells in God—depend upon it, God is
with us! There is no mistake about it. If you areder the influence of that text, “You, God, see"me,
you may be sure that His presence will go with wod He will give you rest. No man ever perceived
God to be present and, therefore, walked before iHiholiness, and afterwards discovered that he had
been under a delusion. Grace in the fifevesthat the God of Grace is with us! The next evideisc
this—God was certainly with Joseph because he wes ip heart. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God.” No other can do so. God vatl manifest Himself to those whose hearts are un-
clean. He that has clean hands and a pure heashatledwell on high. Our Lord Jesus said, “If aima
loves Me, he will keep My words: and My Father valve Him, and we will come unto Him, and make
our abode with Him.” When the heart is shockediraiasd enamored of holiness, then it can enter into
communion with God, but not till then. “Can two wdbgether unless they are agreed?” When | hear
some professors admit that they have little comowmith God, can | wonder at it? How can God have
fellowship with us unless we walk obediently in kiays? What fellowship has light with darkness, or
what concord has Christ with Belial? The intensatpwf Joseph was proof that the thrice holy God
was always with him! He will keep the feet of Hargs. When they are tempted, He will deliver them
from evil, for His presence sheds an atmosphelmlxiess around the heart in which He dwells.

The next evidence in Joseph’s case was the ddeganth which he exercised himself wherever he
was. God was with Joseph and, therefore, the m&uodfhardly cared as to the outward circumstances
of his position, but began at once to work thatohhs good. He was in the pit—yes, but the Lord was
with him and the pit was not horrible to him. Hegdled with his brothers and although they would not
hear, he did his duty in warning them of their axirhle was carried captive of the Ishmaelites, dhé
caravan he was safe, for God was with him. Whendmee to be a slave in Potiphar’s house, the Lord
was with him and he was a prosperous man! The éhahgcene was not a change of his dearest com-
pany! He did not strike an attitude and make aldispf his grand intentions, but he went to work
where he was and performed ordinary duties witlatgheartiness—for the Lord was with him! Many
would have said, “I have been unrighteously sotdafglave. | ought not to be here and | am not Hdoun
to perform any duties for Potiphar. Rightfully | aarfree man, as free as Potiphar, and | shall ok w
for him for nothing.” No, the Lord was with him, éitherefore Joseph applied himself to that whigh la
next to hand and went to work with a will. No dodigt performed menial service in the house, at, first
and then, by degrees, he rose to be the managkee @stablishment. The truly godly man is ready for
anything—he does not sigh for place, but accegstate in which he is found—and does good irit, f
the Lord’s sake. The Lord was with Joseph, nondetb&e when he was cast into the prison. Jokeptv
God was with him in prison, and therefore he did sibdown sullenly in his sorrow, but he bestirred
himself to make the best of his afflicted condition

Since the Lord was with him there, he was comébrtewould be infinitely better to be in prison
with God than on the throne of Pharaoh without Gée!did not mourn and moan and spend his time in
writing petitions to Potiphar, or making appeal$iphar. He set himself to be of service to bl
prisoners and the wardens and very soon he wase #&tant, again, for, “The Lord was with him.” When
he came to be exalted and Pharaoh made him ruér EByypt, notice what he did! He did not strut
about, or take his case to court. He did not sbopnjoy his honors in peace and leave others tihelo
business, but he set to his wopersonallyand at once! Read Genesis 41:45—"And Joseph wént o
over all the land of Egypt.” Then read the nextseer“And Joseph went out from the presence of Phar-
aoh and went throughout all the land of Egypt.” $¢@ner did he get the office than he gave himself t
the execution of it, personally inspecting the veéhobuntry! Many are so worn out by their toils ietg
ting a position that they have no strength leftgerforming their duties. When they get a new pas;jt
their first consideration is how they shall spehd profits from it. Place-hunters seldom try to mak
themselves fit for the position, but crave the posiwhether they are fit for it or not! Many, whémey
get an office, are exceedingly skillful in showihgw not to do it—they get into the office and pass on
everything to the next clerk, and he to the nexthat nothing is done! Procrastination is the \enge
of business and punctuality the thief of time. Tkeyas little as they can for the money, upon ieeiy
that if you are too energetic your labors will be theap.
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Joseph, however, was not of that sort, for no sparas he made commissioner-general of Egypt,
than he was up to his eyes in the task of buildiogehouses and gathering up grain to fill themhBy
wonderful economic policy, he supplied the peopl¢hie time of famine and in the process, the power
of Pharaoh was greatly strengthened. The Lord wdshim—therefore he did not think of the honor to
which he had been promoted, but of the responilvilhich had been laid upon him—and he gave him-
self wholly to his great work. That is what you dndust do if we are to give practical proof thaidds
with us! But notice again, God was with Joseph @rad made him tender and sympathetic. Some men
who are prompt enough in business are rough, cohesd—but not Joseph! His tenderness distin-
guishes him. He is full of loving consideration. ¥/hhe had prisoners in his charge, he did not treat
them roughly, but with much consideration. He wattkheir countenances, enquired into their troubles
and was willing to do all in his power for them.iFkwas one secret of his success in life—he was eve
rybody’s friend. He who is willing to be the servani all, the same shall be the chief of all. Godsw
with Joseph and taught him compassion, for God,ddlfmis very pitiful and full of sympathy for the
suffering. Perhaps you will object to this, thasdoh seemed, for a while, to afflict and tantahre
brothers. By no means! He was seeking their gobe. [bve he bore to them was wise and prudent.
God, who is far more loving than Joseph, frequeatfljcts us to bring us to repentance and to lusal
of many evils. Joseph wished to bring his brothets a right state of heart and he succeeded in it,
though the process was more painful to him thahem!

At last he could not restrain himself, but burgbiweeping before them all, for there was a big lo
ing heart under the Egyptian garb of Joseph! Hedowith all his soul and so will every man who has
God with him, for “God is love.” If you do not loy&od is not with you. If you go through the world
selfish and morose, bitter, suspicious, bigotedd-hahedevil is with you! God is not for where God is
He expands the spirit! He causes us to love allkmanwith the love of benevolence and He makes us
take a sweet complacency in the chosen brotherbbtatael, so that we especially delight to do good
to all those who are of the household of faith.sTwas a mark that God was with Joseph. Another mark
of God’s presence with Joseph was his great wisditerdid everything as it ought to be done. You can
scarcely alter anything in Joseph’s life to impravend | think if | admire his wisdom in one thingore
than another it is in his wonderful silence. lessy to talk, comparatively easy to talk well, tube
quiet is the difficulty! He never said a word thatan learn, about Potiphar’'s wife. It seemed nemgs
to his defense, but he would not accuse the wordarlet judgment go by default and left her to her
own conscience and her husband’s cooler considarafihis showed great power. It is hard for a man
to compress his lips, saying nothing, when his atter is at stake. So eloquent was Joseph in -is si
lence that there is not a word of complaint thraugtthe whole record of his life.

We cannot say that of all the Bible saints, fomgnaf them complained bitterly! Indeed, we have
whole books of lamentations! We do not condemnehaisodid complain, but we greatly admire those,
who like sheep before the shearers, were dumb.irbheentered into his soul, but he does not tell us
so—we look to the Psalms for that information. Heebin calm resignation all the great Father’s.will
When his brothers stood before him—the cruel mea s8did him—he did not upbraid them. In fact, he
comforted them, saying, “Now therefore be not gegbvnor angry with yourselves, that you sold me
here: for God did send me before you to presefee IMaking sweet excuse for them, he said, “And
God sent me before you to preserve you a posieritye earth, and to save yourselves by a great-del
erance. So now it was not you that sent me hetebd.” How different from the spirit of those pdep
who pry about, seeking to discover faults, and whaenmperfection is marked, they cry, “Look! Did
you see that? | told you so! These good men aieetter than they should be.” Yes, it may be tru th
there are spots in the sun, but there are greptés ¢ your eyes or you would see more of thet lajh
God! Those who see faults so readily have plenttheir own. Like the man who stole the goods and
ran away, they try to turn the scent by callinghiéf, thief,” after others! May God make us blirdthe
faults of His people sooner than allow us to havgna eye for their flaws and an inventive faculty
ascribe ill motives to them! | wish we were as Wisglent as Joseph was. We may often repent of
speech, but | think very seldom of silence. You reamplain and be justified in the complaint, butiyo
will have far more glory if you do not complain!
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For what was there, after all, for Joseph to campbf, since the Lord was with him? He was in
prison—that is something to complain of. Yes, uhe Lord was with him, the prison was no longer
dreary! | would gladly go to prison any day if therd would be with me! Who would not? But Joseph
was away from his beloved father and the trottihthose little feet that he loved so much to hedre—t
feet of little brother Benjamin. | am sure Joseptags missed his mother’s only other son, his dally
brother. It was a great grief to him to be awayrfirsome, but still, he was quiet, calm and happyd Go
with him, if Benjamin is not! If father Jacob is aw God is present! And thus he finds no causéiter
ter lament, but much reason for accepting his ot doing his best in each condition. “God was with
him” and this is the last evidence | give of it—tih& was kept faithful to the covenant, faithfulscael
and to Israel's God right through. Pharaoh gave, himmarriage, the daughter of a priest. And the
priests were the highest class throughout Egyptdeseph was thus promoted to nobility by marriage,
as well as to be at the head of all the nobilityoffice. They cried before him, “Bow the knee,” aank-
ryone honored him throughout all the land of Egyf®t he would not be an Egyptian—he was an Isra-
elite, still, and his good old father, when he catown into Egypt, found him one of the family inahne
and soul! His father’'s blessing was greatly pribgdloseph, and he obtained it for himself and fer h
sons.

| notice with much pain that many professors whasper in this world have not God with them, for
they turn into Egyptians—they do not, now, caretfa simple worship of God’s people—they sigh for
something showy, and more respectable! They neeidtgaand so they seek out a fashionable church
and swallow their principles! They lay it all upémeir children, for who can expect young ladies and
gentlemen to attend an ordinary meeting house wgch low people go? For the sake of the young
people, they are bound to mix with society, andtsgy leave their principles, their people and their
God! They become Egyptians! Indeed, some of themldvibecome devil-worshippers to gain rank and
status! Off they go to Egypt, shoals of them! | é@een it and shall see it again. If some of yduige,
| dare sayyou will do the same—it seems to be the way of menseams as a professor prospers in the
world he is ashamed of the truth of God he oncedowuch apostates will find it heavy work to die!
Verily, | say unto you, instead d@heir being ashamed afs, we have good reason to be ashamed of
them, for it is to their disgrace that they canbetcontent to associate with God’s chosen bec#ese t
happen to be poor, and perhaps illiterate! Josaptk $0 his people and to their God—though he must
live in Egypt, he will not be an Egyptian! He wilbt even leave hidead bodyo lie in an Egyptian pyr-
amid! The Egyptians built a very costly tomb fosdph—it stands to this day, but his body is notethe
“l charge you,” he said, “take my bones with yoor, Fdo not belong to Egypt. My place is in thedan
of promise.” “He gave commandment concerning hisdsd’

Let others do as they will, as for me my lot istcaith those who follow the Lord fully. Yes, my
Lord, where you dwell, I will dwell. Your people ahbe my people, and your God my God, and may
my children be your children to the last generatibthe Lord is with you, that is what you willygabut
if He is not with you and you prosper in the wordshd increase in riches, you will turn your back on
Christ and His people—and we shall have to sayad did, “Demas has forsaken me, having loved
this present world.”

[Il. Thirdly, let us observe THE RESULT OF GOD’S BEINGW JOSEPH. The result was that,
“He was a prosperous man.” But notice that althotinghLord was with Joseph, it did not screen him
from hatred, “The Lord was with him, but his brathéated him. “Yes, and if the Lord loves a mae, th
world will spite him. We know that we are God’s Idnen because the adversaries of Godoareadver-
saries! Furthermore, “The Lord was with Joseph{’ibdid not screen him from temptation of the wors
kind—it did not prevent his master’'s wife castingr lwicked eyes upon him. The best of men may be
tempted to the worst of crimes. The presence of @ddot screen him from slander—the base woman
accused him of outrageous wickedness and God pgedritotiphar to believe her. You and | would
have said, “If the Lord is with us, how can thisldappen to us?” Ah, but the Lomdaswith him and
yet he was a slandered man! No, the divine preseidceot screen him from pain, either. He sat is-pr
on wearing fetters till the iron entered into hauk and yet, “The Lord was with him.” That presenc
did not save him from disappointment. He said ® bhtler, “Think of me when it is well with you.”
But the butler forgot him altogether! Everything yreeem to go against you, and yet God may be with
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you. The Lord does not promise you that you shallehwhat looks like prosperity, but you shall have
what isreal prosperity in the best sense.

Now, what did God’s being with Joseph do for hiRifat, it saved him from gross sin. He flees, he
shuts his ears—he flees and conquers—for God Is hh! O young friend, if God is with you in the
hour of temptation, you will need no better, nongler result than to remain perfectly pure with gar-
ments unspotted by the flesh! God was with him #ednext result was it enabled him to act grandly.
Wherever he is, he does the right thing and dospléndidly. If he is a slave, his master finds the
never had such a servant! If he is in prison, tlthsgyeons were never charmed by the presence lof suc
a ministering angel! If he is exalted to be withaRfoh, Pharaoh never had such a chancellor of-the f
nances of Egypt—never were Egyptian finance sopamis! In such a manner did God help Joseph
that he was enabled to fulfill a glorious destifoy,if Noah was the world’s second father, whatlisiva
say of Joseph, but that he was its foster nurse?hiliman race had died of famine if Joseph’s fohgsig
had not laid by, in store, the produce of the sedenteous years, for there was a famine oveaatid!
The wisdom of Joseph nourished all mankind! It wasnean position for the young Hebrew to occu-
py—to be manager of the commissariat of the whaolewn world! If God is with us, we shall fulfill a
noble destiny, too. It may not be so widely knowsa,visible to human eye, but life is always enndble
by the presence of God! Also it gave Joseph a kappy life, for taking the life of Joseph, all thgi,
it is an enviable one. Nobody would think of puftinim down among the miserable. If we had to make
a selection of unhappy men, we certainly shouldtiiok of Joseph! No, it was a great life and agyap
life—and such will yours be if God is with you.

And, to finish, God gave Joseph and his familyoalde portion in Israel, which never happened to
any other of the 12 sons of Jacob. Jacob said, ‘#owd your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which
were born unto you in the land of Egypt before iheaunto you into Egypt are mine; as Reuben and
Simeon they shall be mine,” thus making each ainti@o a tribe. Ephraim and Manasseh each stood at
the head of a tribe as if they had been actualtg €6 Jacob! Levi is taken out of the 12, and Biowvi is
made for the Levites as servants of God. And their&m and Manasseh are put in, so that Joseph’s
house figures twice among the twelve! There arelasephs in Israel but only one Judah! Joseph has a
double portion of the kingdom! Those who begin earith God, stand fast to the end and hold to God
both in trouble and prosperity, shall see theitdrkn brought to the Lord—and in their childrenythe
shall possess the double—yes, the Lord shall remaker them double for all they may lose in honar fo
His name’s sake. It may be they shall live to $eehtand of the Lord upon their children and thakit-c
dren’s children! And to them shall be fulfilled théord of God, “In you shall Israel bless, sayingdG
make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh.” Let us s$egkaadouble part with God’s people by keeping
heartily with them. Who is willing to suffer witlhém that he may reign with them? Who is willing to
cast the riches of Egypt behind his back that hg hae a double portion in the Promised Land, the
land flowing with milk and honey?

| think I hear some of you say, “Here | am, sishkll be glad enough to share with God’s peope, b
it what it may.” Carry Christ's cross and you sha#tar Christ’s crown! Go with Him through the mire
and through the slough, and you shall be with Hirthe palaces of glory! You shall share a double po
tion with Him in the day of His appearing. This aamy be because the Lord is with you—that must be
the beginning and end of it! “The Lord was with ois"—O Lord, be with us! O You, whose name is
Emmanuel, God With Us, be with us from now on améver! Amen and Amen!

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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