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“And inasmuch as not without an oath He was maddgst, (for those priests were made without an oatit
this with an oath by Him that said unto Him, The Itd swore and will not repent, You are a priest fogg after
the order of Melchisedec), by so much more was Jasiade a surety of a better testament.”
Hebrews 7:20-22.

THOSE of you who read Scripture carefully will haveticed that the word, “better,” is one of the
key words of the Epistle to the Hebrews. You anestantly meeting with it. In the opening chapter we
read that our Lord Jesus Christ is “made so mudteibthan the angels, as He has by inheritance ob-
tained a more excellent name than they.” Looktke lfurther and you are taught that He is bettanth
Moses, inasmuch as Moses was faithful as a semahe Lord’s house, but Christ, as a Son over His
own house. Further on we find our blessed Lord ilesd as better than Aaron, while His blood is men-
tioned as speaking better things than that of Abet He is declared, in our text, to be the sucdta
better testament, of which it is said that it isabished upon better promises. It would be a detight-
ful subject to work out the betterness of ChristHe blood, of His covenant and to show that hogrev
good other things may be, they must all yield isetbence to Him. It is implied in the use of therdio
“better,” that the ordinances of the ceremonial {@@re good, in their place, but Jesus is bettar tha
best of all visible things—the eternal Christ igtbethan the best of all the temporal arrangements
which God has made for the good of man. How mudtebe/hat heart shall conceive? “If the ministra-
tion of condemnation is glory, much more does thstration of righteousness exceed glory, fohdit
which is done away with was glorious, much more igch remainsis glorious.”

It behooves us, my dear brothers and sistersave ka firmer faith than Old Testament saints be-
cause we see more clearly our ground of trust. &wdo lived in the comparative darkness of the pre-
vious dispensation were saved by faith and amoai 111nere were not a few eminent believers—surely
we, also, ought to excel in our confidence in God! thet 11" chapter of Hebrews stand as a triumphal
arch with the names of ancient believers recordduksd all died in faith and they were no mean men—
but inasmuch as we enjoy a brighter light and &iad under a better economy, we are called upon to
be theirsuperiorsin faith! Our faith should be clearer, calmerosger, and more effectual in work-
ing—we should do greater things than these, imtdrae of Jesus. Being endowed more richly with the
Spirit of God, the modern church should attempndea works than Israel ever thought about, and so
there should be a shining more and more unto thfeqieday. If better are the promises, better astd y
better should we be under accumulating obligatidg.objective at this time will not be so much to
enter into details of doctrine concerning our Sesipriesthood as to utter practical truths of Guoull
press them on the heart. | shall not attempt taeshso wonderful a subject as the parallel between
Melchisedec and Christ, but | shall try to strergtlthe faith of believers and also to leave unbetie
without excuse if they will still not believe insles Christ, whom God has sent, confirming His raissi
by an oath.

We need practical results, this morning, and raztoral result will content us but this—that you be
lieve on Jesus Christ whom God has sent! To thisvegre the Scriptures written, as says the Evasigeli
John, “These are written that you might believe flesus is the Christ, the Son of God and thaig\bel
ing, you might have life through His name.” Theeaattjve of the written Word of God is also the objec
tive of thespokenWord of God—we would have you hear, believe amd!IVain are your reading and
hearing unless they lead you to a sincere recemiahe witness of God concerning His Son Jesus
Christ! Oh that you may not, on this occasion, heasin! To our text, then; and may the SpiritGdd
graciously be with us in speaking upon it!

I. Men should believe in Jesus Christ with their whioéart and rely upon Him with unstaggering
confidence, first, because of OUR LORD’S SPECIAL@MRATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD. The
Lord Jesus Christ was ordained to the priesthoodgrding to the 110 Psalm, in a manner distinct
from all others. His ordination was unique, forther Aaron, nor his sons, nanyof the priests of the
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tribe of Levi, were ever ordained by aath Ceremonies most important, imposing, instrucéad im-
pressive were performed—but there wasoath God gave promises to the house of Levi, but He ex
pressly stopped short of anything like an oathhnmt—not because His promise can be broken—but
because that promise was conditional and must e@ohbfirmed by an oath, as though it constituted a
perpetual engagement. But our Savior is made atgoye anoath and it is written, as if to make it ex-
ceedingly sure, “The Lord swore and will not repeNiot because God ever can or does repent, or run
back from His oath in any case, but for the condition of our faith in the immutability of His word—
for it is expressly added, “He will not repent.” By oath which stands fast forevermore, Christaslen

a priest forever after the order of Melchisedect Bhy brethren, an oath for Jesus, but none foeroth
priests? First, because of the greater dignityluist above all other priests that ever were, ferigithe
Son of the Highest, and they were not. They wera that had infirmity, but He is sinless. They lived
and died and so were changed, but, “Your thron&00, is forever and ever.” They were ordained to be
types and emblems, serving for the time of Israefancy, but He came as the, “I AM,” the substance
of the whole!

They were mere men and nothing more, but Jesustedut not robbery to be equal with God,
though for our sakes He assumed our nature. It e@dmcoming that God should settle Him in the
priesthood by an oath, seeing He is above all afiditely superior to all others who have ever exer
cised the priesthood! I tremble while | speak & dlath of God for God’s lifting His hand to heaven
and swearing by Himself because He can swear lgremter, is something so solemn that one scarcely
dares to think of it! The Lord will not hold Him dtless that takes His name in vain! The devout $du
full of awe at the bare thought of God in His mfagherly and ordinary acts, but how shall we thafik
the Lord girt with solemnity, resolute in purposé&grn in truth, as lifting His hand and taking ath®
Surely this is the innermost sanctuary of mystérg,holy of holies! This oath was for the honoi-i$
dear Son as He assumed the sacred priesthood ati bkethe sons of men. The glory of His character,
the dignity of His work, the certainty of its accplishment and the supreme excellence of His mative
entering upon it all lift up the priesthood of Glirout of the category of all human priesthoods, and
therefore, the eternal Father marks it by a specak of distinction—He makes an oath that His enly
begotten Son is a priest forever after the ordévieiChisedec.

Another reason is found in the eternal charactétis® work. The priesthood of Aaron and his suc-
cessors was intended to be temporary. God didordtrm the priests of old in their offices becaultte
held in reserve the right to set them aside wherpldased—and He from the first intended that their
functions should be abolished when the fullnessnoé should come for another and better priesake t
their place. They were candles for the darknedsthieusun was to rise and then they would not leelne
ed. They were pictorial representations, but whensubstance was come, they would not be required.
He allowed their priesthood to be one of imperfeein because He intended, by-and-by, to supersede it
by a perfect and enduring priesthood. Hence no ofa(od attended the ordination of the sons of Aa-
ron. But our Lord Jesus Christ’s priesthood andhal economy which He has ushered in was intended
by God to be perpetual, and therefore does He rorifiwith an oath. No end of days will ever happen
to our High Priest, nor shall the economy of divgrace be supplanted by another and clearer revela-
tion. It shall be developed from strength to stterand we shall see greater things than thesesiddlis
of the personal reign and the millennial glory, batnew economy of grace shall overthrow the presen

Think not, O you ungodly, if you reject Christatithere will yet come a Savior better than He! For
you there remains no other sacrifice for sin. ldhheard men talk of “a larger hope™—I believe ibma
largerlie than ordinary if it supposes more mercy than ieaded in Christ Jesus! There is no larger
hope than that which Christ has revealed! If it badn so, He would have told us. Stars can belexcel
by other stars, but what shall outshine the sun@ I@man gospel can be eclipsed by another, but how
can there be a more loving, tender, gracious gdbpel that which is embodied in our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ? “God so loved the world that He d#igeonly-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life"—iattinessage of grace to be exceeded? Is greater love
yet to be revealed? No! The gospel is God’s ultimdtHe will go no further—we have the last procla-
mation of mercy to men, the last Savior, the lashflation for hopes to be built upon, the last faim
in which sin can be washed away, the last doorogiehby which men shall escape from the guilt and
punishment of sin! | beseech you, avail yoursebies, for God has confirmed it with an oath that i
may stand forever! It is your one and only hopesfi@rnity—lay hold upon it while you may! The oath
of God sets forth the dignity of our Lord’s persamd the eternity of His office; see that you despist
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one who is thus great and abiding. By an oath, &ss our Lord set apart because of the realitytisf
priesthood and the substance that dwelt in Hisfsaer

As we have already said, the Levitical priesthaedlt only with the shadows of good things to
come and not with the very substance of the thiBgsto speak, the sacrificial bull was not actually
sacrifice, but theepresentatiorof the sacrifice that was to come. The morning ewehing lambs did
not take away sin, but only mirrored the great tisbedding of the Lamb of God which takes away the
sin of the world! In very deed and truth, the ménhe house of Aaron who attended at the visibiaral
were not actual priests before the real altar efitbrd, but only shadows of the true. The realrastdhe
person of Christ! The real sacrifice is the dedt@larist and the real priest is Christ Himself! Tiheag-
es of heavenly things were glorious, but the glafrthe things, themselves, dwells in Christ andbee
hold that glory full of grace and truth. Fly, yobaglows, since it is clear that is what you weremhé&a
be, for God did not establish you as abiding thingsu did but predict and foreshadow—you were not
theblessingswvhich you pictured. In Christ is the actual pujteway of sin, the effectual atonement, the
real and efficacious substitution for guilty mehe tredemption which actually redeems, the sacrifice
which reconciles! In Him dwells the truth of the the—He is not prediction bdact—not promise but
fulfillment Oh, never listen, for a moment, to those who apiritualize Christ, Himself, and make
out even His person and work to be shadows! Cet&siohers have risen who seem to look upon our
Redeemer’s life as a sort of allegory, an instugcparable, or a myth out of which eclectic minée |
theirs may spell out mystic truth. It cannot be Gbtist Jesus isfact—God was man in human flesh—
that mysterious person, the Son of God, the Saviasfy, lived and loved and died and rose again! His
sacrifice, once offered, has forever put away sith i has bestowed upon Him the power, by His inter
cession, to save unto the uttermost them that aorteeGod by Him.

If I had been sent, this day, to be the preachdreoshadows of the law, | would have done my best
to obey my Master, but as | am commissioned togbrabsolutecertainties, | am full of delight and re-
solved to speak boldly. We preach not fictionsadrs, or parables, but literal facts! What a jogdl+
a joy as true and unfeigned as the glad tidingdiver! For real guilt, here is actual atonemerd aore
forgiveness! For access to God, here is an openawdya tender hand to guide you in it! Trifle nathw
that which is no trifle, lest when you come intalrstraits and the waters of death are actuallyrado
you, you shall find the lack of the only friend whan effectually help you in your hour of need! hea
and judgment are no fiction! Seek, therefore, iny\aeed, for the substantial grace which can bear y
through. God confirms the priesthood of Christ hyoath because it is a real priesthood! | pray gemst
your soul upon it by true and real faith. But pgh#&o us, the main reason Christ was installedhen t
priesthood by an oath of God is this—for the stteaging of our faith. Brethren, an oath for confarm
tion among men is the end of all strife. When andst man has sworn to it, the testimony standsiin e
dence and may not be questioned. W@ not only gives His promise and His word, but swear
His declaration—who shall dare to doubt? Shall iith@sny go the length of accusing Him of perjury?
Shall profanity give Him the lie in the teeth ofd-bath?

There was no need for God to swear if there hddeen in us a fearful lack of faith, but, “by two
immutable things in which it was impossible for Gmdlie,” He has given us strong consolation by
swearing by Himself that it shall be so. | do bebegou, since God’s design is the confirmation adiry
faith, to pray that your faith may be confirmedityNo measure of faith in Christ can ever be toead.

If we trust Him blindly, implicitly, immeasurably ith every interest for time and for eternity, wenat
have ventured too far. He that is ordained wittoatin may be rested on without fear—He cannot fail—
it is not possible, while God’s own truth is stakgobn His mission and guarantees His success! Be-
loved, ought not this great truth of God bring mamymblers to believe in Jesus Christ? The Chrest w
preach is not an enthusiastic amateur who has eono&ig men with high purpose but without commis-
sion—with good intentions but without authority. N6od, Himself, has appointed Him to His office
and settled Him in it in the most solemn mannelaing, “You are a priest forever after the order o
Melchisedec.” Will you not trust Him with your sosince God entrusts Him with His honor? Will you
not accept the priest whom God Himself has ord&nafll you not accept the sacrifice which He has
presented, whose efficacy abides forever before?Gdmbseech you, men and brethren, as many of you
as have not believed in Jesus Christ, look well tikat you do not reject a gospel more certaim tber-
tainty itself! | know not how else to express thieeness of that to which God has set no less alsmal

His own oath! Right joyfully do we see the wholdura of the infinite God guaranteeing the office of
our glorious High Priest, for, by swearing by Hiisthe great Jehovah has made His very being a hos
tage for the performance of the covenant of whes$ud is the surety and put forward His own characte
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for truth as the pledge of Christ’s eternal priesiti May no soul among us dare to refuse a pri@st s
surely ordained to His office and settled in itdl®hovah Himself!

Il. Secondly, we ought to believe on the Lord Jesualsx OF THE SPECIAL CHARACTER OF
HIS PRIESTHOOD. This is seen in the tenor of thendi oath, which runs thus—"“You are a priest for-
ever after the order of Melchisedec.” Very brieflgt me mention some of the respects in which our
Lord Jesus is a priest after the order of Melchesed hese ought all to be reasons for our faith land
pray the Holy Spirit to use them for that purpdsiest, our Lord is of the order of Melchisedec as s
passing and superseding all other priests. As sammg—for Melchisedec comes before human view as
priest of the Most High God, blessing Abraham, “avithout doubt the less is blessed of the greater.”
Abraham, and Levi in his loins, pay Melchisedec hgel Now, whatever may be said about the priest-
hood of other men, there can be no doubt aboutstiperior priesthood of Melchisedec. Abraham
acknowledged it at once, so that before there weyeAaronic priests, there was a greater priedorBe
the foundation of the world, when there was no wapdcerning a priest of the house of Levi, our Lord
Jesus Christ was looked upon by God as priest aadfise for men. It is not said, “Yoahall be a
priest,” but, “Youare a priest forever.” The verb is left out, but therd, “are,” in the present tense, is
correctly enough supplied by the translators. “Yave a priest forever after the order of Melchisedec
He was a priest before Aaron and his sons were dxattmought of!

Moreover, consider that the decree registerechbypsalmist in the 1¥0Psalm was published by
revelation hundreds of years after the law had lggesn, so that it was not an old decree invaliddg
the law of Moses, but a newly published decree gdiimg, in due time, that which had gone before.
Even while the law was in its palmy days and thegbrwore the Urim and the Thummim, there was a
note struck in the psalms of David which intimatlkd ending of it all because there was anothesprie
not of the house of Aaron, who surpassed all ahtheeing made a priest lmath, even while they were
priests without an oath. Whatever priesthood theay have been of God’s ordaining under the Old
Testament, it was evidently all subordinate to gshperior Melchisedec-priesthood of Jesus Christ our
Savior and was predestinated to give place ta vtak a priesthood which united with itself therdig
of kingship. This Melchisedec, priest of the MosgiH God, was king even as Jesus Christ is King of
kings, as well as High Priest over the house of.Gedus is first, Melek Zadok, King of Righteouses
setting up a kingdom of righteousness and fulfijladl righteousness Himself. And then he is King of
Salem, or of peace, bringing peace to those tHetveen Him and follow after righteousness. Notisi
a main ground of trust in Jesus that He is Kingvalt as priest, with power in His arm as well asrine
in His blood—with power to rule and govern and pobtus—as well as with an efficacious sacrifice to
purge our sins.

We ought to trust implicitly in one whose royal oipotence supports His sacred merit. Double faith
should be bestowed on Him who exercises the daifiee of the King and the priesthood. Our faith
should also rest on the fact that our Lord wa® Mkelchisedec, “without father, without mother.” We
find no father or mother mentioned in the case efdflisedec because he did not come to the priedthoo
by natural descent as did the sons of Aaron, anlisnhe is the great type of Jesus, who is notafree
line, but the only priest of His order! As a prigde is “without beginning of days or end of yearsi-
ther taking the priesthood from a predecessor,passing it on to a successor, nor laying it down be
cause of old age. There was no beginning to oud’E@riesthood, for the witness is, “You are a gtrie
forever,” and there will be no end to it, for evarthe glory He—

“Looks like a lamb that has been slain,

And wears Hispriestood still.”
Our Lord has not left off being a priest today, psmner! Come to Him with your sins and seek recon
ciliation! He is able to hear your confession amang you absolution—He will present your praise and
offer your prayer, for He always lives and becanfsthis He is able to save unto the uttermost thigah
come unto God by Him. Melchisedec had no predecessoassessor and no successor—and so is it
with our Lord. Of His order there was none befoiemH-He is the only priest of His line. None stood
side by side with Him, for He needed none. And ncare be compared with Him—by His one sacrifice
He has perfected all who accept His priesthood—wiat is needed?

None can follow our Lord in His office. How canetle be any successor to Him since He has an
endless life and in the power of that endlessdlfeays lives to make intercession for us? Listeny y
that need a priest to reconcile you to God! Herenis ordained to that office from of old who penfigr
His office even now, and ceases not from it for@mant! He, at this moment, asks no help from you,
nor from a priest of Rome or Canterbury, or anyeotblace, but is able, Himself, alone, with His own
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precious blood and prevalent intercession, to yaueto the uttermost! This great priest of ourMess-

ter of all, for as Melchisedec received homage flslonaham in the form of tithes, so does our blessed
Lord receive the reverence of all who believe. Tag comes when every knee shall bow to Him and
every tongue shall confess that He is Lord to tleeygof God the Father! Therefore come and trust
Him—trust the Lord of all! O you guilty ones whodiiee salvation, | beseech you repose upon Him, for
He must reign and you must either kiss Him withhbenage of your heart, or else He will break you as
with a rod of iron in the day of His power! Perhapee of the main points about Melchisedec is tieat h

is represented as bestowing blessings. When he tameet Abraham, the chief thing he did was to
bless the patriarch. The apostle does not reféheadoringing forth of bread and wine by Melchisedec
because he regarded it as a temporal blegsohgdedin the greatespiritual one.

Our Lord Jesus blesses all that trust Him—Dble#se with the riches of heaven and earth—uwith
the eternal Word of God which sustains their sanld with supplies for this mortal life so that tHexe
and praise Him. It is inevitable that blessing dtidlow forth wherever He comes. He never touches
without healing. He never speaks without consoliHig.never comes to dwell with a man without en-
riching. He never belongs to a man without sanictgfiyand perfecting him. Oh, what a blessed priest H
is! Who would refuse Him, since He is all blessifigttue has gone out of Me,” He said and virtue is
going out of Him every day to the sons of men! Him shall the families of the earth be blessed.”

Once again, Christ is never to be changed or saded. He is a priest forever. As we read nothing
of Melchisedec’s having given up the priesthooddepend upon it, Christ never will lay down His of-
fice while there remains a single man to be sa¥@dce a priest always a priest” is true of the Lded
sus Christ though true of nobody else! Once wa®tdained and none can take Him from His priest-
hood. When once the Father set Him upon the hifioh as King, the kings of the earth cannot dash
Him from His throne! O you who pine for certaintycaseek everlasting life, come and rest your ever-
lasting hopes on His everlasting priesthood! Thaty point all the way through. You have not tastru
a mere man. You have not to rely upon one who awd| or leave his office to another who may not
know you or care for you. You are to trust one whanot change or die! If | were called upon tohmee t
advocate of human priests this morning; if | wergamed to tell you to trust to the shavelings ohte,
my tongue would cleave to the roof of my mouth lamk of arguments—for what can there beham
that we should trust them? O sirs, the most brtedhsion in the world is to rely up@my priest of our
own sinful race! | would as soon trust my salvatwith the Norwood Gypsy as with a Cardinal Arch-
bishop! Her imposture is not so daring as his! Wdaat priests do for us? “They can give absolution”
you say? The Lord absolve them from the blasphefmguoh a pretense! There is ONE pardoning
priest! There is none other under heaven! He hateralh His people, in another sense, to be prigsts
to Himself, but as atoning priests, or as men tifii@r a propitiatory sacrifice, He has ordained &en
and all who pretend to such power must answett foefore the bar of God! Think of Roman and Angli-
can priests as priests of Baal, and have no fehgwaith such deceivers! Pray God to open theirseye
that they may, themselves, be delivered from ttesttan!

As for you and for me, let us keep to the one Miskedec priest, and yield subjection to none other.
In Jesus we are complete—to look elsewhere would ldeshonor His perfection!

lIl. 1 beg you, next, to notice that our text speaksTOlE SUPERIORITY OF THE TESTAMENT
UNDER WHICH OUR LORD OFFICIATES in which, also, vahall find abundant argument for be-
lieving in Jesus. It says, “By so much was Jesudenaasurety of a better testament.” Learned mer hav
fought each other very earnestly over the wordsledad, “testament.” Some say that it means “testa-
ment.” Others answer that in the Septuagint Greék uised as the interpretation of the Hebrew word
which signifies, “covenant.” | feel quite sure thlaé combatants are both right. | am always gladmih
can conscientiously take both sides in a battle lathal so in this instance, because it matters ngthi
which of the two conquers, though it would be alfts either side to be defeated. The word meatis bo
testament and covenant. God’s covenant of gracdh&@dghe conditional side of it so completely ful-
filled that it has virtually become a “testamertdy’a deed of free gift in which the one party idaaor
and the other has become simply a receiver. Thtlugleconomy of grace is a covenant under one as-
pect, under another it is not a covenant, not reguisomething from each of two parties—but it has
become a testament or will as to its practical lteSine old covenant was on this wise—if the Isitael
people kept to God as their God, and if the priebisyed His law and offered sacrifices according to
divine rule, God would accept and bless them. Tthese was an, “if,” in the covenant. It was condi-
tional, and therefore liable to failure. The peogdéd, “All that You have spoken we will do.” Ealyer
with all hands up, they cried, “We will do it. Walldo it all'” Within 40 days they had broken thew

Volume 27 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 5




6 The Priest Ordained by the Oath of God Sermon #1597

and the covenant went to pieces. A man’s covergatiie to be broken if it promises holiness on the
part of the sinful and perseverance on the path®fickle-minded! Man cannot bear the burden ef th
necessary requirements of a covenant with God.

Our great High Priest represents another and sanegnant. There is no, “if,” in the covenant of
grace! It runs thus—“I will,” and, “You shall.” Thas the tenor of it. “For this is the covenanttthavill
make with the house of Israel after those dayss slag Lord. Iwill put My laws into their mind and
write them in their hearts: andnill be to them a God and thekall be to Me a people: and thefall
not teach every man his neighbor, and every man bihér, saying, Know the Lord: fail shall know
Me, from the least to the greatest. Favill be merciful to their unrighteousness, and theis sind their
iniquitieswill | remember no more.” Its essence lies in the sapreords, “I will.” Therefore, because
the conditions of the covenant of grace have ba#illdd, it is in no danger of abrogation and Glri
Jesus has become the surety of a better testafitenfirst covenant was typical and shadowy—it was
but a school lesson for children. Just as we giveur boys models of churches or models of ships, s
was the ceremonial law a model of good things tmegobut it did not contain the things themselves.
Christ is no surety of a mere model or patternh@igs in the heavens, but of a covenant which deals
with the heavenly things themselves, with real $itegs, with true gifts from God! The first covenant
was temporary—it was meant to be so. It was meéaart, to teach the coming covenant and, in part,
to show the weakness of man and the necessitywmiedgrace, but it was never meant to stand.

This covenant of which Christ is the surety stafudtever and ever. The everlasting hills may bow
and the heavens, themselves, be rolled up likera-aat vesture, but God’s covenant shall standvfore
er and forever while Christ, its surety lives. Tdie covenant was a covenant in which there weresrmp
fections, as Paul says, “For if that first covenhatl been faultless, then should no place have been
sought for the second. For finding fault with thdtg says, behold, the days come, says the Lordy whe
| will make a new covenant with the house of Isra®dl with the house of Judah: not according to the
covenant that | made with their fathers in the déngn | took them by the hand to lead them out ef th
land of Egypt; because they continued not in Myet@ant, and | regarded them not, says the Lord.” In
the economy of grace of which our Lord is the syrab fault can be found! And in it there is nolfue
for decay to feed upon. There is nothing aboutat is weak and unprofitable, for it is, “orderedaill
things and sure.” “He takes away the first,” natthle may set up another which shall be removets in
turn, but, “that He maystablishthe second.” In this second we have covenant gegaonalterable
from eternity; love infinite and changeless; progsisure and inviolable, and pledges given that can
never be withdrawn, for the Lord has sworn and ol repent.

How earnestly do | pray that you may have a pathis covenant! It includes all believers withig i
lines. O that you would believe and so lay holdrugiee covenant once and for all. If you have alyead
believed, | pray you to rejoice in this covenand &tess the Lord Jesus who has made it sure fobyou
His blood!

IV. Now, of such a covenant or testament has Jesust@@tome the priest and surety. And with
that we shall close dwelling upon THE RELATIONSHNY WHICH HE STANDS TO THAT COVE-
NANT. This is our fourth point. | am sure we didtrexpect, as we were reading this passage, that we
should come upon the word, “surety.” The apostle gpeaking of our Lord as a priest and he puts it
thus, “By so much”—that is, by reason of His beinducted into His office by an oath—"was Christ
made a surety of a better testament.” However tisatee word, “surety,” and doubtless there is excel-
lent reason for the unexpected turn in the sensstaimerd do not need sureties, therefore the passage
should be read, “covenant.” But why did he turmirthe idea of priesthood to that of suretyship? How
is our Lord Jesus a surety? He is so, first, bexawes are absolutely certain that the covenant ateyr
will stand because the Redeemer has come into ohlel @wnd has died for us. Brothers and sisters, the
gift of Christ is a pledge that the covenant, ofchiHe is the substance, cannot be dissolved! Chais
been born into the world! God Himself has becontainate—that is done and can never be undone!
How can the Lord draw back after going so far?

More, Christ has died! He bears in His flesh, t{odhe scars of His crucifixion—that, also, is dpne
and can never be undone. If God had ever meanthisatovenant should liemporary He would nev-
er have given His Son to bleed and die as the anbstof that covenant! It cannot be that so vagtxan
pense should be laid out upon a transient busifdégseover, Jesus lives and as long as He lives, the
covenant must be regarded as a reality. It canossiply be that a work should be regarded as fictio
when it has been worked out by such an one as!'Héésever-living Son of God did not die to perform
a mere representation—the abiding essence of titemmain His work and He lives to prove thatst i
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so. The priests of the house of Aaron were poatms of the former covenant, for they could nake
it themselves! But Chridtas kept the covenant of grace. He HaHilled all that was conditional in it
and carried out all that was demanded on man’s pavas conditional that Christ should presente p
fect righteousness and a perfect atonement—Heffeadeal this to the fullest and now there is nd, i
in it. The covenant now reads as a legacy, or b-iie will of God—the New Testament of the Most
High! Christ has made it so and the very fact thate is such a person as Jesus Christ, the Sdarof
living, bleeding, dying, risen, reigning—is the pfdhat this covenant stands secure though eaott’s
columns bow!

But next, Christ is a surety daod’s part. | know that divines say that God does neidna surety,
and that He is to be trusted without it. This igetand He is to be relied upon without an oath even
as He takes an oath for our sake, so He providesety for our sake that we may believe with stesng
confidence. Christ is the bondsman of God on thédfs behalf, that the covenant shall be fulfilled
“Look,” says the Father, “have you ever doubted BBefteve My Son. Have | not given Him to you? Is
He not one with you in your nature? Has He not daed/ou? Surely, if | seem too great, and themfor
too terrible for the grip of your faith, you maylaold on the Well-Beloved, your friend and kinsman
and you may see that | give Him to be for Me thedpgk that | intend to keep the covenant of grace.”
Now, as long as there is a Christ, God’s covensaitteatly stands fast, for all the promises are,sYe
and amen in Christ Jesus to the glory of God b¥yAisd until it can be proven that Christ has ceaed
be, no man that believes in Him is in any mortaigéa. Has He not said it, “Because | live, you khal
live, also”? The life of every believing man andman is bound up with the very existence of Christ a
the gift of God! And that existence is divine adlvs human—and unless He can cease to be, He can-
not cease to love, bless, keep His people andrhdm all that a high priest and surety can belitHe
God’s pledge to us that every word of promise sstaihd.

But, then, He is mainly a surety of the new coveran our behalf. Adam entered into a covenant
with God for us, but that covenant went to piecea very short time. Then the Second Adam became
our covenant head and surety and represented oelfedd. “Lo, | come,” says He—this is the brief of
it—"to stand in their place, to roll away the regch of Your law, and so to save that which is lost.
Now, the sinner is not saved in a way which castbght on justice, for Jesus has honored the lagv a
borne its penalty on the behalf of the men whonmRdiger gave Him. It was a wonderful act of grace o
Christ’s part, to become our surety before thertarof justice, but He did it and smarted for it—dnid
filled all that it involved.

Beloved, | would not like to have gone to heaveara broken law—no right-minded man could be
eternally happy and yet know that the law of God twabe dishonored before he could be rescued from
hell. What would the universe say but that God wasghteous, for He had saved the ungodly and tar-
nished the honor of His justice by allowing singm unpunished—thus proving that the law was need-
less and the punishment superfluous. But now tlawnat thus speak concerning any of us who are
saved in Christ Jesus! The saved one’s sins hasrefumished—every believer has borne the punish-
ment of his guilt in the person of his great substl The law is satisfied—we owenbthing for we
haveobeyedt actively and passively in the person of ouresylr Even the infinite holiness of God can
demand nothing of any believer but what the Lorddbds and accepts on the believer’'s behalf in €hris
Jesus our representative. “Who shall lay anythinthé charge of God'’s elect? God that justifies®; N
the very act of justifying proves that He cannat éaything to our charge, for that would be to ifyll
His own act. “Who is he that condemns? Christ thatl?” What? Condemn those for whom He has
shed His atoning blood? Rather, Christ has risamaghall He condemn those whom He has justified
by His resurrection? If so, He rose in vain! “Whts sit the right hand of God, who also makes it®rc
sion for us.” Shall He condemn those for whom Hse taken possession of heaven, and for whom He
offers perpetual intercession? Impossible! Impdssi®ur surety, then, has rendered to the lawtsll i
demands. Sing, O Zion! Rejoice, O you people of Jod God has rendered unto you double for all
your sins! In the person of your substitute alltttee law could demand has been exacted and you are
free! O blessed Melchisedec, High Priest forewangj, we rejoice in You as the surety of the covéna
itself, and also the surety for both parties oft tt@enant! We rejoice that You are the guarantee o
both sides—surety for God as you are God, and suretgnén as you are man—surety of the covenant
as God-Man in one divinely blessed person!

It comes to this, that we must believe in Jesuss€Chnd take Him to be our priest or be out of the
covenant of grace. God will not deal with us withauMediator and, “there is one Mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” Will you hawa™Will you have Him, or forever be excluded
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from the covenant of grace, and consequently conddnunder the covenant of works, and cast away
forever and ever? Will you, O unbelievers? Will yodespise the oath of God? | spoke of it with trem-
bling just now, feeling a solemn awe at the vermtioa of the oath of God. Will you give the lie ttwat
oath? Will you say, “You have sworn to Christ thig shall be priest, but He shall never be mine”3 Th
would be the honest expression of what your hegisfif you refuse Jesus—will you venture to speak
so? Will you reject heaven’s own appointed Saxaod deny the witness of the Lord?

See that you do not do this, for the Lord your @od jealous God and if you touch His dignity, so
far as to strike at His oath, what more atrociaume can you commit? “He that believes not has made
God a liar, because He has not believed on theoE@od.” Will you refuse the ever-living Savior? Is
there one here so foolish as to be trusting tohemgtriest? Oh, can it be that you are so far gant®
look to amaninstead of looking to the Son of God? Dear frienid€hrist deigns to be priest for us, we
ought gladly to accept Him—there ought to be a ratsHim! We are bound to cry, “Great priest, inter-
cede for me! Let Your sacrifice avail for me! Wask in the cleansing blood.” It ought to be a joylio
mankind to accept this heaven-sent priest andyduétl you refuse Him? Will you neglect His salva-
tion? If you do so, remember you shut yourselvesfrmm the better hope and the better covenant and
the better promises—you are barring the door of/éreagainst yourselves! He who rejects the Savior
commits eternal suicide! His blood shall be upadwn head. This shall be the hell of his hell,\tbey
center of its fire, the worm that never dies, that himself, put from him everlasting life and ctath
himself unworthy of the kingdom, and would not h&erist, whom with an oath, God had set up that
whoever believes in Him might live! God bless thedeimportant truths of God to every heart for
Christ’s sake. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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