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“He will subdue our iniquities.”
Micah 7:19.

BUT lately | tuned my harp to the music of forgivein and we sang of pardon bought with blood,
finding our key-note in the words of David—“Who §aves all your iniquities.” It was a sweet subject
to all our hearts, for we all have a portion insigeing we are all sinful and have need to be Verg+
therefore did our souls dance to the high soundymgbals as we rejoiced in the complete pardon which
our gracious God has given to all who believe sudeBut, beloved, the pardon of sin is not endagh
us—we have another equally urgent need. If the kaodld forgive us all our sins we could not be hap-
py with that alone. “Who forgives all your iniques” is not perfect music till we add to it the neste,
“who heals all your diseases.”

We feel that we have within us a tendency to aihthat tendency is our misery. From this tendency
we must be emancipated, or we are no freer thacapsve who has had the manacles removed from
one wrist but feels the iron eating into the othen! We wish to be delivered from every propensity
sin—yes, to be rescued altogether from its powed Gas now given us a new life and this will never
be easy till the last link of the chain of sin isedly removed. Since our new birth there remaiogest
for us short of being perfectly like our God inhlrigousness and true holiness. The heavenly sebuhwit
us must and will grow—and as it increases in thd,gowill expel the power of evil, for it cannen-
dure the least particle of it.

We may now be called “the irreconcilables,” for ean never be at peace with evil. We cannot tol-
erate sin. The thought of it pains us and whenalldrfto a sinful act we are cut to the quick. Viedt
to be pure! We pant to be holy and we shall neeesdiisfied until we are perfectly so. We, deasrfds,
who have been awakened by the Holy Spirit, find the are by nature under the power of sin. It will
not be an easy thing for us to escape from thétertyranny of sin—not without the putting fortt o
great power can the iron yoke be broken. Whaelgtkperience we have had in the divine life leagls u
to see that there is an immense difficulty befagemaking our upward progress one of conflict and |
bor. A dreadful power has our nature in subjectind that power cannot easily be overcome.

Ever since the Fall sin has taken possession.dfhis flesh of ours lusts to evil—the propensités
our nature which are not, in themselves, sinfud, made by our depraved hearts to be the occasfons o
concupiscence and transgression. We cannot edtjnde, or talk, or sleep but what there is a ternyen
to sin in each of these conditions. Out of the $&sipmovements of our being, evil can arise. Acion
which are incidental to the very fact that we amnm-actions which are neither morally good nor mor-
ally evil become, nevertheless, the nests in wkinohays its eggs and hatches them so that every pr
pensity of ours, even that which is, in itself,urat and fitting, readily becomes polluted and depd
through the indwelling of sin in our nature.

Sin poisons the wellhead! Sin is in our brain—thmk wrongly. Sin is in our heart—we love that
which is evil. Sin bribes the judgment, intoxicatks will and perverts the memory! We recollectad b
word when we forget a holy sentence. Like a seakvbbmes up and floods a continent, penetrating
every valley, deluging every plain and invadingrguy@ountain, so has sin penetrated our entire ahtur
How shall this flood be stopped? This enemy so ens&lly dominant, so strongly entrenched—how
shall it be dislodged? It has to be driven out doome every particle of it, and we shall never el it
is. But by whom shall iniquity be subdued? Howsfatitory the assurance of our text, “He will subdue
our iniquities™

We find that our inward enemies are assisted bgsalrom without. The world which lies in the
wicked one is always ready to assist his dominighiwus. We cannot walk down a street but we hear
language which pollutes us. We can scarcely trafsesiness in our own counting houses without being
tempted. If we stay at home there is temptatiorethed if we go abroad it is the same. The moseckt
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are not free from sin, no, their very retirementyraly be a sinful selfishness which shirks impieeat
duty. We cannot do good to others without runnimigps risk, ourselves, and if we cease from godly en-
deavors because we would not jeopardize our owritsgdicomfort, we are already taken in the snare!

We cannot mix in politics in any degree, with fhérest desire for our country’s welfare, without
breathing tainted air. We cannot try to curb theiaoevil but we feel that we are on treacherous
ground—yet we may not flinch from duty becauset®foerils. We shrink like the sensitive plant tisat
touched by the finger—we fold and furl up all tieelings of our being because of the sin which teach
us when we mingle with men. We often close uplal gates and windows of the soul because we are
conscious that the enemies without are callinghéoenemies within and saying, “We will conquer you
yet!”

Moreover, that mysterious spirit, the devil, isvays ready to excite our flesh and to urge on the
world. | have beard that some people doubt hisexie. Very likely they are so friendly with himath
they would not like to betray him and so they démt he hides in their hearts. But those who ase hi
enemies do not try to conceal him, but acknowlesligle sad humiliation of heart that they are verp-co
scious of his power. A wind from him will come svp@®g through our spirit in the calmest hour of de-
votion and in a minute we are disturbed and digtdildNVe have had our thoughts all going up towards
heaven and in a moment it has seemed as if they alesucked down into the bottomless pit, merely
because that evil spirit has spread his dragon wiysgteriously over us and created a horrible doaitdr
which our poor brain could not at once resist.

We have to fight, then, not only with sin, but lwthe flesh, which, like a Gibeonite, has become a
hewer of wood and a drawer of water for the devile-wave to fight with the world which “lies in the
wicked one,” steeped up to the throat in sin. Aredhave to fight with Satan, himself. “We wrestlé no
with flesh and blood,” or else we would gird on #veord and go in for knocks and blows and cuts and
thrusts and have the battle out! No, but we wresilk “principalities and powers and spiritual wazk
ness in high places.” And what is to become of qumbr, frail, feeble, weak creatures as we are? Who
can subdue these great and mighty kings? With styynmaleague against us, what can we do? What is
to become of us?

My text is the answer to that question—"He wilbsglue our iniquities.” That same blessed God who
has pardoned our sins will conquer them! They nmglyt fagainst us, but He will be more than a match
for them. Their fighting will end in their destrimh. Omnipotence has marched into our hearts to-tra
ple down the power of sin. Eternal faithfulness tated in invincible strength and divine majesiydb
battle against the serried hosts of darkness anshak overcome! “Thanks be to God who gives us the
victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.” | am gotogpeak briefly upon seven points, if time shald
out for me to do so, and each of these seven pwilitshow phases of the energy of evil which God
will subdue.

I. One of the first powers of evil which a man pevesiwhen the heavenly life begins to breathe
within him is THE FASCINATING POWER OF SIN. Whenuvitie grace in the soul is only like a little
spark and has not come to its brightness, yet e discovers with alarm that he is held underethe
chantmenof evil. | do not know any other word which quderes my idea except that one. Satan casts
a spell over men. They come and hear the gospethaydare impressed by it—they see the reasonable-
ness of the endeavor to escape from sin. They ipertiee beauty of holiness and see that the way of
God's salvation is a very glorious one, namelyfdith in Jesus Christ, and they begin to yield.

But yet they neither flee from their sins nor lald on the salvation of Christ—they remain as per-
sons besotted who act contrary to reason. In s@sescone sin; in some cases another seems to fasci-
nate men like the eyes of the fabled basilisk. &sain snakes paralyze their victims by fixing theyes
upon them, so do certain sins paralyze those wharder their influence so that none can awakem the
to escape. Sin makes men mad! Against their reasgainst their best interests, they follow afteatth
which they know will destroy them! They are slavi®ugh they wear no fetters of iron! They are cap-
tives, though no walls enclose them. The magic@&revil have taken them in a net and wrapped them
about with invisible bonds from which they cannstape!

In many cases Satan exercises over men a kindpofriic power. He puts them to sleep. | do not
know whether there is anything in mesmerism or hot,| know that there is a devilish sleep-creating
charm which Satan casts over men. They are no s@oliile awakened, startled and persuaded to es-
cape for their lives, than suddenly they fold themims, again, and crave a little more sleep. They a
nodding over a prospect which, a few hours ago,entadir hair almost stand on end! They go back to
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do the deed which they dreaded and which they kioolae evil and destructive. They forget the Savior
whose charms began to influence them and renewdbegnant with Satan from whom they had almost
escaped.

In the matters of the soul you have not merelggbmen awake, but teepthem awake. Over the
Arctic traveler there comes a tendency to sleghencold—a tendency which he cannot resist. He may
be awakened by his friends and shaken out of hptdout, by-and-by, he is anxious to sleep again.
They march him on between two, perhaps, and tkeép him awake, but still he cries, “Let me sleep!”
He begs to be allowed to lie down and slumber. Ssiche power of Satan over some of you who are
present here—you wish that we would let you betcanel go on in your sins without worrying you with
our warnings. | have shaken you, sometimes—at Id@ste tried to do so—but then, after all, youédav
gone to sleep and you are still asleep, nodding el beneath you and with the wrath of God algdin
on you!

It seems as if you cannot be decided—you cannogdmute—you cannot run away from sin but are
held by mysterious bonds! You are held, worst bftgl a dreadful indifference which makes you slum-
ber yourselves into hell. Do you think one ungorign, in his senses, would remain what he is and
where he is while there is a hope of being reneiivitdvere not for some strange enchantment whsch i
exercised upon him by sin? What art of wizard aguaéthe magic of sin? What other witchery can cast
men into such insensibility? If | were to cry, “EirFire!” in this place tonight, the most of you wao
rush to the first door or window, but yet when \e# you of what is infinitely worse—namely, of the
wrath to come and the anger of Almighty God—youiarao great alarm, no, you sit at your ease and
hear all about it.

The story of your future destiny is heard and dedirmen think no more of it than of an old wives
fable and still sleep on in their sin. | have knathis witchery to enthrall men who have been sonagwh
awakened. By the month and by the year togethegr ihge been awakened and have been apparently
very earnest. But, after all, sin has charmed tiét its siren song and they have returned likedbg
to its vomit, or the sow which was washed to hellomang in the mire. Now, | am rejoiced to think
that, if there is any life in you, if the Lord erl@b you to look to Jesus Christ, His Son, for dabva He
will subdue your iniquities.

Man, He will help you to escape from the magicsawand! Sin shall no longer delude and ensnare
you! He will so set eternal things before you bg fflower of the Holy Spirit that you will not dare t
sleep any longer! He will so convince you of sififighteousness and of judgment to come that He wil
slay the enchanter, break his spell and free yonon fnis black arts. May the Lord set every fascidate
one free at this good hour. May He pronounce thedAd God which will unbind the enchanter’s
charm and we shall then have one fulfillment oftied, “He shall subdue our iniquities.”

II. A second form of the force of sin in most menTi$ IDEPRESSING POWER. When men are
really awake and no longer under the witchery of #ien Satan, their flesh and the sin that dwells
them, conspire to make them think that there iope of salvation for them. The Evil One muttetis, “
IS no use your trying to be saved. You do not stilwedsmallest chance.” Jeeringly the tempter cries,
“Look at your sins! Look at your sins!” Satan, whefore did not want us to look at sin, becomespfall
a sudden, eager that we should take to self-exdimmand confession! He who is the Father of Lies
sometimes finds truth answers his purpose so Wwatl e uses it with terrible effect! But even then
uses it to support a lie.

He suggests to the heart the thought, “If you ihatdsinned so much you might have been forgiven,
but you have piled on the last ounce that has lortike back of mercy—you will never be saved.” Then
comes the second suggestion, “You know you haed @iready. You kept yourself pretty steady for a
time, but it all broke down. There is not the stggt use in venturing, again, upon this hopeless- bu
ness. Depend upon it, there is a divine decreenaggou—you are one of the reprobate! There is no
hope for you at all. Don’t you see how false yoe?a¥ou never make a resolve but you break it! You
made an awful failure of it last time and you veifjain.” Then there comes up, again, in the soutlthe
pressing thought, “Perhaps it is not true, afterthat there is any mercy for sinners. It is vpossible
that there is no such power in the blood of Jesub@preacher wants you to think.”

Once get a man upon the rails of doubt and youdcaw him on as far as you please. It is intergstin
to see a man go on doubting in the style | ondevi@d. | doubted everything till at last | doubtexy
own existence! Now | have at least a little bumpcommon sense and | laughed outright at myself
when | got as far athat—and the ridiculousness of the situation broughtbmek again to believe. To
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run right on to a reductio ad absurdum and proeeatbsurdity of your own unbelief is a very useful
method of bringing a doubting spirit to a measurbaief. Yes, | know that this is the way of sihde-
presses the man. “I want to, but cannot believe,84ys. “I would have a hope, but | cannot belibeg

my name is among God’s elect ones. | cannot thiak the blood of the atonement was shed for me”
and so on.

What is to be done when you feel this and wisledoquer it? What is to be done but to fly to a
promise like this in the text, “He will subdue darquities”? Yes, this despondency of yours, thed_o
Jesus will subdue! Believe that He is able to ¢ugiant despair’'s head and dismantle his casttesat
his prisoners free! Some have almost gone to tife knd to the halter in their despair and yetlibed
Jesus Christ has restored them to joy. Many deegasouls have we had to deal with, and we have see
the Lord vanquish their misery and chase away #witow! Satan did his best to keep the soul frioen t
joy which it might have had then and there—to kiédpom the feast which was spread for it, from the
blessing which God had prepared for it—but he cowdprevail, for the hour of hope had struck.

O, cast-down one, be comforted! The Lord will sudgour iniquities in this respect. If you will but
look to Jesus Christ He will say to you, “Be of gammfort.” He will tell you that your sins are fv-
en and breathe hope into your soul. This is a skbtessed way in which God subdues our iniquities—
by casting out their depressing power. This He dneshowing what a glorious Savior Christ is—how
He is divine, and therefore equal to any emergenoyw-His atonement is of a value that never can be
limited. He shows how He is “able to save themhwuttermost that come unto God by Him.”

This He does by applying the precious promiseféeacsoul, by His own Holy Spirit, who leads men
to believe in God despite their despair, hopingraidope! And thus the snare is broken and tinéif i
uities are subdued. O glorious victory of all-coedng Love, sin’s iron yoke of dark despondency is
broken and the captives lead their captivity cagptiallelujah!

[I1. But now, thirdly, the Lord has power to subdue isiranother form of its force, namely, ITS
DOMINEERING POWER. What a domineering thing siroier men. Any one sin will lord it frightful-
ly over a man. | know a man in his senses—at atey hee has never been in Bedlam—in business he is
as sharp and smart a man as can be and yet he thimkelf into foolishness, into madness and even
into delirium tremens! He has done this severaktirand acknowledges to the madness and wickedness
of the deed—and yet he will repeat his insane amddal course! He has drunk away all his estate—
from a man of property he has descended to becoragyanefficient worker. He has drunk away all his
wife earns, for he does not earn much, himself,,reovd he is mean enough to let the poor woman Kill
herself to provide him with food.

He drank a horse and cart a fortnight ago. He wenhiof the house upon a business errand for his
wife, pulled up at a drink-shop, drank till his negnwas gone, and so he sold the means by which his
wife has kept him out of the workhouse! | dare bayis here—let this message pierce his heart—he
knows that it is time. He never went home agalriti# last ear of that horse had been drunk. Andge
would not like anybody to say that he is a foogubh | beg leave to have my doubts. His sin dongee
over him. Only let drink come to him and say, “Gulado a mad thing,” and he does it at once! Ex-
pense, pain, disgrace, disease, poverty and ay dzath—all these are demanded by the drink demon
and his victims cheerfully pay the tax!

Why, now, if | were persuaded that it was the daftyany one of you to go and spend every penny
that you have and starve your own children in otdesupport a child at the Orphanage, you would
laugh at me, | dare say. | should be a very longensefore | could persuade you to do such a tlasg
that. | am sure | should not wish you to do so,dwun if it were right, | could not get you to doYet
things far more preposterous are done greedilgeabidding of drink. This devil of drunkenness ceme
to a man and he says, “Come along with me. Leaue fyeside and your wife and little ones and asso-
ciate with the lowest of the low. Come and spenerghing you have upon stuff that will muddle your
head, harden your heart and destroy your charg@diryour household furniture and drink till athyr
comrades call you a jolly good fellow. Pawn youilldten’s shoes, so that the little ones cannot ey@n
to Sunday school.”

The man goes along as meekly as a lamb. And heéldras that scores of times. He knows what a
fool he is and yet he will do it again if he getshteance. Oh, the domineering power of sin! It is the
one sin of drunkenness, only, for there are othem mho are domineered by their lusts. It is a dédic
guestion to talk about, but | dare say there amesbere who are slaves to the vilest of lusts abeé-i
comes me to be plain with them and assure themptrabns living in fornication or adultery cannot
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inherit the kingdom of God! Then there is angercahhtarries men away as with a flood—they cannot
restrain themselves—the least thing sets them aifinlg with passion. They say they cannot get the
mastery in this respect and it is perfectly truet4dhere is a stronger power than ours which can be
brought in, by which the victorganbe won.

Sin in some form or other has bound us hand aotdaind made us slaves. Do you wish to be free?
Do you wish to be delivered from the tyranny of?%sifhen | do not advise you to do anything in your
own strength in the hope that you can accomplidivetance—but cry to Christ at once, whose pre-
cious blood can blot out the past and change yoth@future. Give yourself up to Him and be made a
new man in Christ Jesus. Oh, you did try to memwd, say. One of our kings used, by way of swearing,
to say, “God mend me”! That was his regular expéetill somebody said that he had tried that oath
long enough. He thought that God could more easdke a new one than mend him! That is just the
truth about you. There is no mending you! You nieble made new creatures in Christ Jesus. It wjll b
by far, the easier work of the two, though in itselvill be impossible toyou The Lord can do it! He
can make you such a new man, woman, that you wilknow yourself the next time you meet your-
self—you will be so entirely new that you will bedio fight against your former self as your wonst e
emy.

Oh for an earnest cry at this good hour, “Lordiesae! | am sinking in the depths of my sin! Jesus,
stretch out Your hand as You did to sinking PeSatve me, or | perish!” Jesus will lift His royalrta
and cause both winds and waves to lie still bekire, for it is written, “He will subdue our iniqués.”

The domineering power of sin is readily broken wliesus enters the heart, but never till then. We re
fuse to obey our lusts when we bow our necks toptite and holy Savior. What a change He works!
Speak, you who best can tell, you who have felAlt! Lord, we bless You that it is even so—"“Youlwil
subdue our iniquities.”

I'VV. Now, fourthly (for I must be brief on each poirtt)ere is another power about sin, namely, ITS
CLAMORING POWER. | do not know any word, just nowhich so nearly expresses what | mean.
Some of us know that we are forgiven and we knaat the domineering power of sin is broken in us
and our old sins have been long washed away blltioel of Christ so that God does not know anything
about them. You say that is a strange expressida.no stranger than the Scriptures warrant, lier t
Lord says of our sins that He will remember themnmre forever—and | believe that He means what
He says.

But as for my transgressionstemember them when God does not—and they come fopebae
and they howl at meY'ouare saved?” asks one of my sinset?” “Remember what you did while yet
a youth?” Sometimes thousand of them at once maleavéul din and howl out, “Guilty! Guilty! Guilty
and doomed to die!” Then one or two bigger sinstthee rest take the lead, howling with a deep bass,
“Condemnation! Condemnation! Condemnation!” | hdxied to argue with these memories of sins.
When the dogs have barked in that fashion | hagd to put them down. Conscience has come out with
his big whip and he has whipped them till they hexivinore than ever. Conscience has said, “Why, even
now that you are a Christian you are not what yaght to be. You still fall short of your own stamda
You condemn yourself while you are preaching. Yoww you do.” Then all the dogs have howled
again, as if they were only now beginning theirrftbomusic.

You have never heard, perhaps, a whole kennebfigins all howling at once, but it is a most awfu
noise at night. If you listen to the voice of thes@morous dogs, you will wish that you had nevesrb
born or could cease to exist. No voice that | kradwshort of the one in the text, can make thenstié
But the Lord Jesus can subdue our iniquities anenwiie steps into the middle of these dogs they lie
cowed at His feet! As He speaks with gracious warfdgardon, the hell-hounds vanish and, instead of
their baying, you hear the sweet voice out of heav& here is therefore now no condemnation to them
that are in Christ Jesus.”

Did you ever experience this delightful change® Isomething like the case of a newcomer at a
court of law who one day went with a magistrate aatdon the bench. A prisoner was brought up and
evidence was given and the counsel against therisspoke. And this person said to his friend, the
magistrate, “You may as well end it, the man isudieguilty. Wind the case up and let's go to dinhe
But the magistrate said, “You must listen and hbaradvocate on the other side and the case wil lo
very different.” When he listened to the advocatetioe other side, he began to whisper, “I have my
doubts about that, now.” As he listened furthersaigl, | am glad you did not condemn that man. What
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a mistake | made—nhe is as innocent as a new-bdre. @dat advocate has done his work wonderfully.”
The prisoner was acquitted.

It is so with us. When our sins plead againstwesyeadily allow that we are hopelessly ruined., But
oh, when our blessed advocate takes up His brigigmThe Wonderful, The Counselor urges His plea
and pleads that our sins were laid on Him—whatangk comes over the face of things! The sin is ad-
mitted and then covered; lack of righteousnesskea@wledged and then supplied; condemnation is rec-
ognized as just and then seen to be, with equiat@iput away forever! Picture yourself in codrhere
are the bills and they are put in evidence agaiost “Do you owe those bills?” “Yes.” “Have you any
thing to say why you should not be treated as aulidig debtor?” “No.” But when the man is able to
reply, “Yes, the charges are all paid,” that settlee matter! And so when the believer can sayrdLo
Jesus Christ, You have paid all my debts for mentd Avhen Christ shows His wounds and says, “I have
put them all away, for | bore them in My own body the cross”™—oh, then the case is ended and the
clamor of our iniquities is subdued and so the i&@gain true—"He will subdue our iniquities.”

V. But | shall have my time gone, otherwise | waneddy that this text is true as to THE DEFIL-
ING POWER OF SIN. Do you know, brothers and sistdrat after we are quite forgiven and after the
domineering power of sin has gone, yet dieéiling power of sin is a great affliction to us? Our expe
ence is embittered by the corruption of sins logg dead which send forth a dreadful rottenness and
make our thoughts a terror to us. Some of you wereerted late in life and you have very much, | am
sure, to trouble you in the influence of evil upgour memory. Perhaps this very night while I am
speaking there has come up into your mind—thoughcgmnot bear to think of it—some wretched sce-
ne in which you played a guilty part.

Even the holiest words, when you are in prayelf,semetimes suggest to you a loose song that you
used to sing and a casual expression which hapawat meaning to others will awaken a thousanel vil
memories in you! This is what | mean by the defjlenergy of sin—it is a great plague to many believ
ers, especially to those converted after yeargaggysin. In addition to that, many of you may haxe
perienced the defiling power of sin in another fesmhen Satan has suggested blasphemous thoughts
and abominable ideas to you. You cannot bear théu!are ready to fly to the ends of the earth to es
cape the venom of these hornets, but still they laraund you and will not be quiet. You could alinos
tear your heart out of your body if you could therexpel these vile suggestions, but they will got
They descend in perfect floods—they are mud shqweeraorse than thatfre showers. And they fall
upon your poor brain and there is no getting ouhefdiabolical tempest.

Ah, | remember when words | never heard from hunoaigues rushed through my ears filling my
heart with blasphemies which | never thought of—fgme suggestions which made me tremble like a
leaf as they poured through my poor brain! | couddle died sooner than they should be there and yet
they were rushing through my mind and bearing elbke them. Many of God’s people are tried in that
way. What is to be done? If old memories and satsmggestions come upon you to defile you, what is
to be done but to fly to this text—"He will subdoer iniquities”? Let us plead this in prayer. Lord,
conquer my memory and wash it from the filth whatimgs to it! Put away its pollution from me, Lord.
Chain up the devil and rebuke his suggestions.Yleetr poor child have space for breath and time to
sing and opportunity to pray! Save me, | beseech, Yfom the infernal suggestions which now torment
me!

Some of you know nothing about this and | hope waduabide in happy ignorance of it. But those
of you whodo know it will perceive what | am talking about agdu will triumph in this priceless
promise, “He will subdue our iniquities.” Look tesus Christ for power over infernal suggestions and
over evil memories and He will give you that magteand it may be you shall never again be tried in
that way as long as you live—for frequently the d.@ives such sudden and decisive deliverance that
between that one battle and heaven, the Christignnp pursues his way and never meets Apollyon
again!

V1. We have now reached the sixth point. The Lord®ad will subdue sin in ITS HAMPERING
POWER. | am speaking, of course, to Christianfi@s¢ latter points. There is a hampering powertabou
sin. | will just hint at some instances of it. Mabglievers might do a great deal of service fori€land
His Church, but they are hampered by shame. Thenstramed, afraid, alarmed where there is nothing
to be troubled about. They indulge a foolish dssttrof God. Their fear may once have been modesty,
but it has grown rank till it is not, now, the kinélmodesty which is wholesome. They might serve,Go
but they are ashamed to make the attempt—oughtnbiety be ashamed of such cowardice?
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Some, again, are hindered in their joy and theage by unbelief. They are always doubting, invent-
ing fears, planning suspicions, compiling compkinthis comes of evil and leads to no good. It is a
dreadful thing to be hampered from doing good amdered from glorifying God by an inveterate ten-
dency to unbelief. Others are hampered by frivoliany of us have merry spirits, but some are all
levity. They were cradled in a bubble and madede upon thistle down. It is a pity when a man has
solidity of character and runs to froth, for this dwarfs his manhood and dries up his vigor. Cit the
Lord would subdue this form of iniquity!

Some | know, too, are very unstable—they are nthesame thing two days together. They might
have borne fruit if they had kept where they wéng, they have been transplanted every week and so
have never taken root. They have undertaken a depeks, but they have done nothing. Unstable as
water, they shall not excel. Some, again, are hesddey pride. There is no use in denying it—theinat
ral tendency of many persons is to a silly priddiéiwthey were children they could not have a neat co
but they gloried in it—and since then they cannmtehtwo pence more than their neighbors but they
become almost unbearable!

| know some who | hope are Christians, but thexehedreadful tendency to swell—they will grow
before your very eyes if anyone will but favor fh@cess. They have always looked upon the many—
the multitude—as being far inferior to them becails#r grandfather’'s grandfather was either a khigh
or a baronet, or a foreigner of unknown degreelyTigel that they are superior sort of people. Thia
great drawback to godly workers, especially whanakes them feel that they could not go among poor
people. Those who do go visit the sick poor arerofjuite unable to reach their hearts becauseeof th
stiffness of manner.

Some professors are slothful. They have a torpedt hnd are always afraid of doing too much. They
are a lethargic, Dutch-built, broad-wheeled wagor of Christians, and all their movements are slow
in the work of the Lord. They do not move at alldypress. Indeed, they are distressed by zealiand d
gusted by enthusiasm! May the Lord subdue thespiities for us! Others are hampered by a quick
temper. They cannot take things calmly—they snapsaarl and scarcely know why. They boil over so
soon—they are very sorry for it, directly, but thddes not cure the scalds. Some must be forever
fighting, for peace is stagnation to their burnapugrits.

| have given a long list of these hampering sibat is to be done with them? “Well,” says one, “I
do not think we can danything sir—these are oupesettingsins.” Now, do not make any mistake
about it, if there isany sin that gets the mastery over you, you will b&t!lYou are bound to conquer
everysin—remember that. You may call it a besettingaimot, but it must be either overcome by you
or it will be your ruin. A man may plead that ate@m fault is his besetting sin but | am not scesuir it.

A sin that you willfully indulge—is that a besettirsin? Certainly not! If | had to cross Clapham eom
mon tonight, and three stout fellows beset me ke taway whatever | had, | would do my little best i
self-defense. That is what | call besetting a man!

A besetting sin is a sin that sometimes surpasesn and then he ought to fight and drive thetbese
ting sin away! If | were to walk over the commoregynight, arm-in-arm with a fellow who picked my
pocket, | should not say that the man “beset” me. e and | are friends, evidently, and the robhery
only a little dodge of our own. If you go willfullinto sin, or tolerate it, and say you cannot help
well, you haveto help it or you will be lost! One thing is carta—either you must conquer sin or sin
will conquer you—and to be conquered by sin is kasting death!

Well, what is to be done? Fall back upon this ignae promise—*He will subdue our iniquities.”
They have to be subdued! Jesus will do the deedrakiis name we will overcome. If we are slothful,
we will, in God’s strength, do 10 times as muchlwasshould have done had we been naturally of an ac-
tive turn. If we are angry we will school ourseluglswe become meek. Some of the angriest menlthat
have ever known have come to be the meekest of Remember Moses, how he slew the Egyptian in
his heat, and yet the man, Moses, became very metile grace of God! You must overcome your sin,
my dear hearer, be that sin what it may. Whatelsss gou forget of this evening’s sermon | want to
leave that in your heart—yauaustovercome sin!

By the blood of the Lamb it is to be done. By gfmver of divine grace it must be accomplished.
Up! Slay this Agag that you thought to spare! Ham im pieces before the Lord, or else the Lord will
hewyouin pieces one of these days. God give you gragettthe victory.

VI1I. Now, the last and seventh point—God will deliveuyioom THE INDWELLING POWER OF
SIN. Sin nestles in our nature. Its lair is in jhegle of our heart and if we are believers in 3eShrist
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we must hunt it out. The first thing the Lord dadgh this indwelling sin is to neutralize it. He fgun
His indwelling Spirit to subdue it and overcomeNext, He begins to drive it out. He said of the Ca
naanites, “By little and by little | will surely thie them out.” Thanks be to God, He has drivenaaut
tain of our sins already! | know that | speak tongowho are not tempted, now, to vices that oncedrul
them with a rod of iron. You have conquered thesgeo shapes of sin.

Brother, sister, the day will come when there wibt be one Canaanite left in the land—when, if
you should search through and through there withdéendency to sin, no wandering of heart, norerro
of judgment, no failure of righteousness, no inaion to transgression! You will be as perfect asry
covenant head, Jesus Christ. Where will you beyhdot here, | think! | notice that God always puts
His jewels into fit settings and the proper setfioga perfect man is the perfect joy of heavena lpure
region the pure heart shall dwell! And you, beligvahall go on towards that sacred height, tille af
these days, your Lord will say, “Dear Child, yowédought long enough with corruption and sin; come
up here; the conflict is all over now.” You willd& back, when you get up to heaven, and you wjll sa
to yourself, perhaps—if you can have any such tegr8l wish | had conquered those sins earlier,
fought against them more earnestly, watched ag#iest more vigilantly. Oh, that | had honored and
glorified my Lord more!”

However, forgetting all about regrets, what a sammgwill raise when we find ourselves quite free
from the power of sin! What a song! O, you bad-terneg brother, when that anger is all gone and you
will never be angry again, will you not sing? Ahuydrother, a little inclined to laziness—when you
find that you can serve God night and day, will ymi sing? And some of us who are inclined to de-
spondency—when our gloom is all gone and life bezpmverlasting joy and sunshine, will we not
sing? Yes, | was going to say—

“Then, loudest of the crowd I'll sing,

While heaven’s resounding mansions ring

With shouts of sovereign grace.”
| did utter that resolution once in the pulpit amiden | came down the stairs an aged woman saig{o m
“You made a mistake in your sermon tonight.” “Deaul,” | said, “| dare say | made a dozen.” “Ah,”
she said, “but you made one great one. You saidythaowed more to God’s grace than anybody, and
therefore you would sing the loudest. But,” sh& saiou won't, forl shall.”

| find all my fellow Christians, both men and womere resolved that they will sing the loudest to
the praise of divine grace! This shall be heavenly contest! There shall be a grand contentionragno
the birds of paradise which shall sing most sweetlfree grace and dying love. What a heaven there
will be and what music there will be in heaven wioein iniquities are subdued! How will the Lord look
down with joy upon us all when He shall see usrate like His Son—perfect, faultless, glorious! the
we will sing, “He has subdued our iniquities. Obme let us sing unto the Lord, for He has triumphed
gloriously and all our iniquities has He cast itlte sea.”

Anticipate that joy and begin to sing tonight—datthis be the matter of your song—*Thanks be
unto God which gives us the victory through JeshsiSE our Lord.” May that victory be yours and
mine! Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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