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“You are not your own: for you are bought with a jge.”
1 Corinthians 6:19, 20.

ATTACKS have often been made upon the central dectf the gospel, namely, the doctrine of
redemption or atonement, for it is well-known to the crux of the gospel. These onslaughts have in
many instances been very craftily made. They haofegsed to be mere corrections of our phraseology,
but were essentially assaults upon the truth it¥@# believe that in and through the blood of Jeseis
have redemption and that we have been ransomeddestnuction by the Mediator’'s death, the Lord
Jesus having bought us by the suit and servicehMdie rendered in our place and stead. When we
speak very plainly upon this point, certain pratam divines, whose custom it is to sneer at thletlod-
ology, at once raise objections to what they asag#d to call, “the mercantile theory of atonemnient.
With weak minds, an ugly phrase stands for argunirritin this case there is really nothing horriile
the description, even if it is allowed all its fercThere may have been among us certain persons who
carried ideas of the shop and the counter into tiaion of redemption, but we maintain that eViesse
were nearer the truth than those who reduce treonamaid by the Lord Jesus to nothing and make His
redemption a meaningless figure of speech.

Within the idea of purchase lies hidden the essefthe Savior's work and therefore it is to be ad
hered to. He is coming again to complete the rediempf the purchased possession and we shall not
forego our hope to please the squeamish. Pauhyataée, was not afraid of the mercantile thedrgoi
men please to call it, for he writes, “You are boifgyes, to make it still more sure, he puts liptight
with a price.” This is put very strongly and theseno planing it down. If it means anything, it rhus
mean that a price was paid for us. Instead of eungoforever captives under bondage and deatm-a ra
som has been found, according to that ancient ga$fideliver him from going down to the pit. | have
found a ransom.”

The song of heaven is no idle rhapsody. Listen tiey chant the solemn hymn before the throne of
God and the Lamb, saying, “You are worthy to tdieliook and to open the seals thereof: for You were
slain and have redeemed us to God by Your bloodbatery kindred and tongue and people and na-
tion.” Was it not said of Him while He was herede| “The Son of Man came not to be ministered un-
to, but to minister and to give His life a ransoon many”? There was a substitutionary sacrifice pre
sented on the behalf of His people by Jesus Chwisd, thus redeemed His chosen from their lost @stat
This was a matter of fact and an efficacious actamtually ransoming those who were redeemed.

We do not believe in a cloudy, phantom-like atoeaemwhich did something or nothing and was a
mere exhibition without results, but we believetthasus did actually redeem His people by a ransom,
which ransom was His suffering and death in thigiad, by which the justice of God was satisfied and
His law was honored. If there were no other texBaripture, the one which is now before us would
abundantly justify us in using those very exprassiohich have been ridiculed as mercantile, “Yaa ar
not your own: for you are bought with a price.” Tigh we were not redeemed with corruptible things,
as with silver and gold, but with the precious ldad Jesus Christ, yet the transaction was nonétse
real and effective. An equivalent was given, a pss®n was secured. The fact is, the objectiorois n
merely to the mercantile expression. The objeasdo the very idea of substitution and a vicarieas-
rifice. The pretense is that mistaken words aréctzed, but it is a mere pretense. The gun is diate
Christ’'s bearing divine wrath in our stead—thisthe doctrine which they cannot endure. They will
have to aim very often and burst their cannon lgefloey will be able to destroy our belief in thethr of
substitution while we have the fifty-third chaptdrisaiah remaining in the inspired volume and pthe
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passages of sacred Scripture to the like effe@nHkfthey could disprove the doctrine of vicaricus-
fering and show that substitution is an ignoramicfa the best thing they could do would be to wring
their hands in agony, because they had blottedhmubrightest star that ever shone amid the storm-
wreck of a tempestuous conscience. No truth of @ibllin the circle of theology is so eminently con-
solatory to souls burdened with sin as the gredttfeat Jesus Christ bore the sins of many andecarr
away on His own shoulders the transgressions opElaple. Let others believe or disbelieve, | nafl m
colors to the cross where Jesus my Lord paid Hisdhbs a price for me.

It is a high honor to our poor fallen race thainnmthe only redeemed creature in the universe. He
alone has cost the Lord His life. Rebellious andgelst not their first estate, but they are leftheir
doom. No price has ever been paid for them. Othgela, sustained by God’s power, still keep their
high position in His sacred courts, but they areradeemed by blood. In them there is an exhibitibn
divine wisdom, power, and goodness, but there idisiolay of free grace and dying love. Man stamds i
this respect alone. Nowhere else is the blood-mdhnke—blood-mark of the Son of God. We alone are
the flock of God which He has redeemed with His dMood. Hence man cost God more than the whole
universe besides. The Lord could speak worlds éxistence. He could mold ponderous orbs as one
rolls clay between His palms, or create consteltetias the smith strikes off sparks from the aruit,
to erect the new creation of redeemed men, God endiire the loss of His own Son, resign His Be-
loved to death, and in the person of the Only-BegotHe must ransom men by His own sufferings. |
may not venture now to describe the agonies ofrtt@nate God, but all these were needful to redeem
man. The Lord has given more than Ethiopia or Sebas, for He has given Himself. Think of your-
self, my dear friend, (if, indeed, you have beligwe Christ), as being a singularity in the realfbe-
ings, a special wonder in the creation. You alome gay, “I know that my Redeemer lives.” Neither in
the earth nor in the stars, however they may b@lpdpnor in yonder golden streets, are there &y b
ings except men who have washed their robes an& tha&en white in the blood of the Lamb. We are
the costliest of creatures, dearest to God, foh&kespent most upon us and made us the choice®bjec
of His heavenly expenditure.

This work of redemption is a very marvelous ora, the more one tries to study it, the more its
many-sidedness appears. In what respects and whaderspects have we been ransomed? Time would
fail me to recount them all. We have been redeemvedknow, in reference to divine justice. We had
violated God’s law and therefore there was a puméstt to be exacted from us. This punishment the
Lord Jesus has endured in our place. “The Lordnmade to meet on Him the iniquities of us all.” “He
was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruedur iniquities: the chastisement of our peace
was upon Him and with His stripes we are healed.”

We are justified, or reckoned as just, throughrédemption which is in Christ Jesus. Our great Re-
deemer has done, for the honor of the law, more #ibof us put together could have done and this
stands as a ransom for us, so that we may go éesmube He has suffered in our stead whatever was du
from us to the law of God. This is a blessed aspedemption and one which we hope always to keep
prominent in our thoughts and in our teaching. ‘i§thmas redeemed us from the curse of the lawgbein
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursedvsrg one that hangs on a tree.” May the Holy Spirit
teach us to value this great redemption!

Furthermore, we are redeemed from the power ¢f even as the Holy Spirit says in the epistle to
Titus, “He gave Himself for us, that He might reatees from all iniquity and purify unto Himself a{pe
culiar people, zealous of good works.” This redemptnay be said to be not so much redemption by
price as by power, yet even in this, there aressfrprice, for the apostle says, “He gave Himsmif
us.” It is true that no price was paid to Sataaf th not to be imagined for an instant. We weneen¢he
devil’s rightful possession and therefore he is pelted to let go of his captives neither for prarere-
ward. We have been brought out from under the paivevil even as Israel was brought out from under
the tyranny of Pharaoh. No redemption money wad pmaithe Egyptian king, but the Lord redeemed
His people with a high hand and a stretched out #rmas a case of redemption by power and yet that
smear of blood made by the hyssop on the linteltaedwo side posts still indicated that price went
hand in hand with power and the blood of atonemerst needed as well as the rod of omnipotence. In
our deliverance from evil, it is not alone by theangr of the Holy Spirit that we are delivered, Ible
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applies the blood as a cleansing power. The Lasds)es “made unto us sanctification and redemption.

Of those who conquer sin and Satan it is said, yldwercame by the blood of the Lamb.” Grace breaks
the yoke from off the neck of the believer, but thrger of delivering grace is dipped in blood and

leaves redemption’s token wherever it comes. Do yousee it? Know you not that you are not your
own, the price paid in Gethsemane and Calvary &étagos apart?

Another phase of this redemption which we do ritgrothink of seems to me to be suggested by the
text. There was a time, brethren, when we thoughgeadves to be our own. Now, says my text, “You are
not your own.” “Because you are ‘bought with a prit Bought from whom? May | not fairly say that,
in one sense, you were bought from yourselves? 8\Vélse is the force of the expression, “You are not
your own.” Through the redemption which is in Chdssus, a compensation has been given to you for
yourselves, so that your rights to yourselves ake tihe property of your Lord Jesus. That independen
and liberty which you once delighted in is now sadered. You said, “Our lips are our own: who is
Lord over us? Who is the Lord that we should obeyJsice? As for us, we will be free and do accord-
ing to our own wills.” But the matchless ransom bagn paid and henceforth all idea of self-will and
self-indulgence are trespasses upon the enclossggsion of the Redeemer. Our vested interestrin ou
selves, though it never was a true property aisathnce for all surrendered to Him who has laigdvdo
His life for us. We have received at the Lord’s ¢ti&ua thousand-fold for all that we hand over to Him
The price is so great, so altogether beyond allpedgation, that we gladly yield our unworthy selves
be the Lord’s forever and ever. | shall need yovetnember this form of redemption and to that end |
will set it first among the points to which | shadlll your attention.

Dear brethren, let us try at this time to feel finee of the truth that we are bought with a pacel
are not our own, for it must not remain a deacktett ought to affect our hearts and influence lougs.
| shall try to set it forth to you in a series a@ntrasts, which | may compare to the double glastes
stereoscope. They will, | trust, aid you in seeingre clearly and feeling more forcibly. We can nmeve
be too much affected by this important practicaiir O that the Spirit of God would press it horpem
our hearts and consciences!

I. First, | see in the text COMPENSATION AND YET GAIKLompensation is intended to make
good a loss, but in our case the transfer of oueselrom self to Christ is a clear gal®ompensation,
then, first, “You are not your own: for you are lgbtiwith a price.” You have surrendered, as belgve
your right and property in yourselves. Have you enadyood bargain? Assuredly you have, for, first of
all, you live and had you retained your supposgttrio yourself, you would have died. He that saves
his life in such a sense, by keeping it to himssfll lose it. You were, in fact, already deadle/you
lived, because you were living in pleasure andifigdhat pleasure in yourself. But now the Lord has
given you a new, high, noble, divine life. Is nbat a compensation indeed for giving up the groxeli
life of the flesh? He has given you, in additiorite, peace. You are now at rest in Jesus. Adiauss,
you know that your sins are forgiven for Christanme’s sake, that the Father Himself loves you, that
you are accepted in the Beloved, and safe in Jésugls. You enjoy great peace, deep, lasting, ever-
flowing. Is it not much better to have peace anddédChrist’s than to be like the troubled sea taainot
rest and belong to yourself? One drop of sacredeeaan abundant recompense for the yielding up of
yourself to Jesus.

In addition to peace, you have joy. Sometimes whenat flood, your happiness is as much as you
can bear. You know what it is to be carried off yteet by a whirlwind of intense delight when yae a
musing upon your Lord and His love to you, andghee paid to win you. Oh! the joy, the unutterable
blessedness which is the fruit of the Spirit! Wiealights grow on the bitter tree, the cross! Nosteus
of the vine can equal the fruit of Calvary’s crdsam sure that whatever earthly joys you havemgive,
you are abundantly compensated for them all bydheou find in the purchase price which Christ Je-
sus gave for you. And then you have a grand remersa hope which looks across the stream of death
to a better land—a hope of immortality with Chrigt,likeness to Him, and association with Him, and
glory with Him forever. Why, my friend, if there idbeen a kingdom to renounce, if there had been a
world of self-denials, and ten thousand pleasanghto be given up, you might have been well cainte
to be repaid by such a price. You have receivedgdar little, the fullness which is in Christ, wieall
in all. Yes, the polluting joys, the dangerous meledence, the rebellious indulgences of sin at thei
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best, and all put together, are not worthy to bemared with the matchless endowments which your
Redeemer has bestowed upon you. Today you podb#sat éhe blood of Jesus confers and effects and
| cannot in a few words tell you the whole of tiv@asury of grace. The price which Jesus paid means
cleansing, “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son dearus from all sin.”

Is it not better to be cleansed and to be the’kdithn to be filthy and be your own? The blood of
Jesus brings us near to God, for we are “made loygie blood of Christ.” Is it not better to be néa
the Lord and belong to Jesus than to be in theffateuntry with the swine and the husks and beryou
own? The blood has spoken peace. It “speaks libiteys than that of Abel.” Is it not better to bed>
and hear the blood cry, “Peace,” than to be youn and to hear a terrible sound in your ears of judg
ment to come? The blood has given you entrancetiv@anost holy place, even into the very heart of
God, and is it not better to be the Lord’s beloaed to come close to Him and speak with Him asa ma
speaks with his friend, than to be your own antddshut out from God and from the glory of His pres
ence? Until the blood is sprinkled, no man may dargpproach the thrice holy God, but that oncesgdon
we have access with boldness. Is not this a joghyf complain that a Christian’s life is a life lf-
denial, as indeed sometimes it is, yet the compiemsaare incalculably rich, for in the blood ofkde
we have had given to us ten thousand times overabade all that we ever lost for Christ’'s sake f&o
compensation.

But then we must not forget that the supposedi®as actual gain. It is a fine business when a ma
is compensated for a loss and yet the loss itslbimes an advantage to him. Yet most emphatically
this has been our case, for anything that we hastefdr Christ’'s sake, we may truly count as clgain.

We have only lost that which dishonored, injurett] anslaved us. Blessed loss! What were we without
Christ? We were the slaves of self, but if set freen self, we are indeed set free from a worsa tha
Egyptian bondage whose wage is death. It was migheitthat we must have some master or other, but
all our former masters were tyrants. Now, brethrvea,are set free from Satan and is not that a tgain
be delivered from the prince of the power of th® &nce we served the world and it was our lord, bu
what gain it is to feel that we are no longer tBerants of men because we are bought with a dnee.
stead of needing that anything should be giverstasua recompense for self-surrender, we can reply—
We find our joy and our delight in being altogeti@rist’'s and the very height of our ambition iatth
by-and-by we may live entirely according to thelwaf God. Oh, that this much-desired were fully
come, for we shall never know perfect liberty untd reach that lofty degree and then we shall hdyre

to step into glory. The Lord help us in it.

So much, then, on the first point—the Lord Jesas by His blood given us compensation and yet
there never was a loss, but an unspeakable gain.

Il. Look at the text again and you will see in it HIMALUE AND YET LOWLINESS—*You are
not your own: for you are bought with a pric&alue is clearly here, for we are bought with an im-
mense price. How great a store ought man to skitrbgelf as before God, for he is a purchased pesses
sion. God thinks not lightly of man, but esteemm sufficiently in divine condescension to buy him
with the richest price conceivable. He lost theeds@nd would not pay a penny for them, but when ma
had fallen, He laid down His life to ransom him.waeny dear friend, should have the very lowest view
of yourself, but yet see how God has exalted yduhat is man, that You are mindful of him, O God?
And the son of man, that You visit him?” Yet He dagsit him. He has visited him so as to take lais n
ture into union with the divine. More than that, ¥sited him so as to redeem him with pangs and-unu
terable anguish. If you want to know the value ofingelf, see Christ upon the cross and make aaifote
His wounds. You are not a thing to be trifled willo not reckon so cheaply of yourself as to staop t
become a mere money-grubber or earthworm. You arthwnore than that. Do not fancy that you ever
can truly be yourself while you are living for ahyman object or any earthly aim. You are too prexio
to waste yourself on fading flowers. You are a gehGod’s making, in the first place. In His own-i
age, remember, He made you and nothing but sirdcgoil you, but now you have been bought and
therefore have become a costly thing, more cobty & mere creation. In the Lord’s house you ate no
a vessel of dishonor, a broken crock to be flunghendunghill and another obtained in your plac, b
you are a vessel of honor fit for the Master’s sisee He has paid so dearly for you. “You wererset
deemed with corruptible things, as silver and gbloim your vain conversation; but with the precious
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blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish andhaut spot.” There is a sanctity about a blood-
bought man or woman of the highest degree. The hasdpurchased Him with His life.

A sanctity surrounds even these frail bodies tifier apostle is speaking about them in the text now
before us. Let me read what he says upon them, t®Mban’t you know that your body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit which is in you, which you have @bd and you are not your own?” Never, therefore,
give up your body to idleness, drunkenness, orfamyg of uncleanness. Paul speaks especially of-forn
cation as a thing not to be thought of among tletsabecause the body has been valued by God at a
great price and purchased accordingly, and musttinetefore, be defiled by even an impure conversa-
tion. Though Paul, in another sense, called itike tvody,” yet it cannot be vile in all respectst Even
now it is a sacred thing, the shrine of the ete8mtit. We ought to value the very dust of the alégd
saint. It little matters what becomes of a deadybgdt would | have it laid reverently in its lasisting
place and let its bones be undisturbed until thenpret of the archangel shall sound, for every atbmn
believer’'s body has been redeemed with the bloakksfis Christ, as well as His soul and spirit. ¥iess,
entire manhood has been purchased by Christ Jesast you, then, to think of yourselves, you belie
ers, as precious things. The Lord says to eactobhis own beloved, “Since you were precious in My
sight, you have been honorable and | have loved ywu are “the precious sons of Zion, comparable
to fine gold.” Use yourselves only for honorablegmses, for God puts honor upon you.

Now look at the other side of the picture. You precious, but you must yet bawly, for whatever
value there is about you, you do not belong to selfir “You are not your own.” Though precious
enough to have been bought with a price, yet ndribeopreciousness is yours. Believers, you are the
goods and chattels of Christ. As you were once salier sin, so are you now “bought with a price.”
We are done with slavery of men, | hope, though few countries it ignominiously lingers as a crime
on which society has laid its ban. But the bledsaldage of belonging to Christ, | pray that it niegy
extended all over the world. “I bear in my bodyaidPaul, “the marks of the Lord Jesus,” as if hd h
been branded with Christ’'s name, as sheep ane cdtdn bear the mark of their owner. | think he al
luded to the scars which had been left by the gfgsyror perhaps to the watermark of baptism whéeh h
had received in his entire body, in which someo{teatly rejoice, because it is the reminder oftum4
ing dead with Christ and buried with Him. Never ¢ha fact of our immersion into the sacred name be
reversed. Only once and that to last forever, veebarried with Christ in baptism unto death. Ints Hi
name have we been plunged, that we may be Hisdo@wl no more our own. A man cannot be proud
of himself, however he knows his value, when Heg®es that not a hair on his head or a fingeri®f h
hands belongs to himself.

In true Christian life not a pulse beats for olusg, not a breath is breathed for ourselves, rsm-a
gle part of the complex machinery of our body ooof mind or soul remains our own. We are to uke al
for Christ, for we are bought and sold propertiaken right away from ourselves and owned by Christ
by an everlasting tenure as “a purchased possessiash | could get into the mind of all here the
thought which burdens my own heart, that we shesktem ourselves as blood-bought men, as being
sacred things, as holy as the golden candlesticks the golden table of the showbread, and yek thi
ourselves as being the very least and lowest inLtind’'s house because we are not at all our owm. Ou
honor lies in our owner. God forbid that we shogldry in anything except that we belong to Christ.
Paul cried, “Whose | am and whom | serve.” And this too will say with hearty exultation. We will
walk with holy boldness as the Lord’s own, but with deep humility as not our own.

lIl. Thoughtfully let us consider another contrast—"Yarne not your own: for you are bought with
a price.” This brings before my mind SECURITY ANCEY WATCHFULNESS. Firstsecurity. You
will not be lost, for He who owns you is able tekeyou. If you were to perish, who would be thest@s
Why, He to whom you belong and “you are not youngwou belong to Christ. My hope of being pre-
served to the end lies in this fact, that JesussCpaid far too much for me ever to let me go.tEbe-
liever cost Him His heart’s blood. Stand in Gethaamand hear His groans. Then draw near and mark
His bloody sweat and tell me, will He lose a sarlWiwhom He suffered thus? See Him hanging on the
tree, tortured, mocked, burdened with an awful laad then beclouded with the eclipse of His Father’
face, and do you think He suffered all that andw#tpermit those for whom He endured it to betcas
into hell? He will be a greater loser than | sifallperish, for He will lose what cost Him His &f Sure-
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ly He will never do that. Here is your securityuyare the Lord’s portion and He will not be robloéd
His heritage. We are in a hand that bears the adctdire nail. We are hidden in the cleft of a rock—a
rock that was riven for us nearly nineteen hundrears ago. None can pluck us from the hand which
redeemed us. Its pressure is too warm with lovestimoehg with might for that.

Now turn the picture over. Look at the other salehe medal. Here is reason faatchfulness.
“You are not your own: for you are bought with acpr’ Therefore take great care of yourselves and
keep your hearts with all diligence, for you arkiag’s treasure. If a thing is my own, | may do wiha
like with it, but if it is entrusted to my carejrust mind how | behave towards it or else | shallan
unfaithful steward. Come, come, friend, you mayypléth yourself if you like if you are your own, bu
if you belong to Jesus Christ, | charge you byltwe you bear Him and by the dignity of His sacred
character and by His death—the price He gave farydo not pollute or degrade yourself. You are not
your own, therefore permit no damage to come to {oud’s estate lest He call you to account.

The prodigal away in the far country may live jasthe likes if he is his own, for the citizenghadt
country and their swine care nothing about how éfgales. Poor wretch that he is, he may destroy him-
self if he wills. On his own head shall come thsslonobody will grieve over a fool and a spendthrif
But you and | are not in that condition. We haverbbrought home and are our Father’'s own children
and we must behave ourselves according to the fddischouse and please Him in all things. We have
no rights of property in ourselves now that Chiias purchased us, and it is our bounden duty ttact
wards ourselves as husbandmen act towards a vihaier fruits of which are not to be eaten by them-
selves, but by their lord. Let us preserve eachtetwf the heart’s vine for the King to whom itdrggs
and trim each walk and train each flower of thel'sogarden according to His pleasure. See you,to it
then, that you waste not and spoil not the royttesYou are safe in the Lord’s hands, therefere r
joice, but mind you take the other side of thehtramd watch so as to keep your garments white biy-wa
ing close to God, for “you are not your own: yoe Apught with a price.”

I\V. A fourth contrast, well worthy to be worked outyour private meditations, is CONSECRA-
TION AND YET PERFECT LIBERTY. “You are not your owiflor you are bought with a price”—
there isconsecration. You are today to dedicate yourself wholly andreht to the Lord because you are
not partly redeemed, but wholly redeemed. Do yolkeareny provision for the flesh, dear friend? Do
you keep back any faculty you possess from Chlssifot this a robbery of your Lord? How would you
like to think of that particular reservation asrigeunredeemed? Would you be content to believenihat
blood of Christ has ever fallen to redeem that pagou? Which portion is it which is to be unconse
crated? Is it the body that you would pamper amidilge? What? Have you an unredeemed body then?
Are you satisfied that it should be eaten of therwand never rise from the dust? Or do you give to
Christ your loving heart, but reserve your thinkmgnd to yourself and say, “I will invent my own-be
liefs and not yield my judgment to the dicta ofelation™ What? My friend, have you then an unre-
deemed intellect? What is to become of it in thay @vhen only those things shall be gathered into
heaven which have been bought with blood and ovime@hrist? In that day when He makes up His
jewels, He will not put another man’s goods amdrgt. Do not keep back from Christ even your sec-
ond-class powers. Withhold not your voice, but dimgJesus, or speak for Him if you can. Write for
Jesus, paint for Jesus, yes, make and mend garfoehis sake. Do not keep back from Christ any mi-
nor power that you possess, but ask God to enahid¢o/consecrate the skill of your fingers to Hisn a
well as the force of your arms, for even your leastmbers are bought with a price. Your time isudel
ed in the purchase, for there is never a momenhwbe are unredeemed. Some people think, perhaps,
that they are off duty now and then. Let me askith&re you ever off the roll of redemption? Is the
one St. Monday in the week in which you are an deeened man and may be your own or the devil's?
Suppose you die that day? What then?”

As this consecration holds good for all times,is@ll manner of ways. You are consecrated to
Christ to do whatever you can do to His glory, uffex whatever you can suffer as He lays it upon,yo
and above all, to be as well as to do and to sufferbe forever the Lord’s. There is a great deadn
tually being Christ’s, even when you are not adyiveangaged, when you are neither praying, nor sing-
ing, nor working, but, as it were, standing sttlis well to be as the sweet flowers in the garddrich
exhale the perfume of their innermost hearts iensisurrender to the passing gales. O that we raay b
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full of grace and may the wind of the divine Spgtatter abroad the sweetnesses of our inneekin
when we are scarcely conscious of it.

But then, there is with this, a perféidierty. | do believe that to be consecrated to Chrisvigen we
come to the bottom of things, the sure way to govall the faculties of our nature the fullest pbkes
play. Vice is the indulgence of the passions. Tilerefore some think it joy, but if all the passof a
man of every sort were to be exercised in themtrigarmony and proportion, as they would have been
had he remained in his first estate, then perfetesand not vice, would have been the resultiand
that virtue manhood would have found a delightilogiity. The propensities of our nature as naturet—no
as fallen nature—will have their right indulgencbem they own a complete subservience to the will
and law of God. Liberty to sin is slavery, libeftpm sin is freedom. There is no liberty to a mée |
that of being under law to God. If we are encasétimvthe compass of the law, we are no more re-
stricted than a bird which is imprisoned within thmundless expanse of air, or a fish which is gnbty
the ocean. Obedience to Christ is our element.€léraent of a truly renewed man is holiness and when
you and | shall become perfectly consecrated tas€lso as to live only for Him, we shall have reed
that way of living which God designed us to follevinerein we shall be perfectly filled with happiness
Do not think, therefore, that the more a Christyan become, the more you will feel of restrictiorda
bond. Say, rather, that you will rejoice more ie freedom of such as good men alone can understand.
The fact is that self-denial itself will become self-denial, but a supreme joy when once the heart
perfectly loyal to its Lord.

V. To close, | will mention a fifth pair of contrastSUBMISSION AND EXPECTANCY. These
are both suggested by my teRtbmission, “You are not your own” and therefore God has atrig do
whatever He wills with you. We cannot tell what Hey do with us yet, but if we must suffer pain
week after week upon our bed, He has a right tautayhere and chasten us in every limb. If the Lord
says, “Go into your room and cough all the winteotigh and then melt away with decline,” we must
bow before His decree, remembering these wordsy “&fe not your own.” Or if He says, “Come down
from your position of comfort into hard work andveoty,” again you must remember, “you are not
your own.” Or if He says, “Migrate across the sgae.to a new country, cut every tie and break the
fondest connections,” you must cheerfully obey, fgou are not your own.” If the call of duty shdul
be, “Go, preach the gospel among the heathen. @ad@namong them. Find a grave where malaria
shortens life or cruelty brings sudden death”—yousingo without question, for, “you are not your
own.” Ours is not to raise questions or debatesthose can only be legitimate among persons wlo ar
their own—

“Ours not to reason why:
Ours but to do and die,”
for we are not our own. Submission, absolute susionis is the rightful position of the blood-bought.

Side by side with that comesgpectancy. | could not do much for myself if | were my owmyt if |
am Christ’s, | expect that He will do great thirfigs me. Do you see those two boys? Neither can do
much for himself, but one of them has great expiects. And why? Because he has a kind and wealthy
father, of whom he expects great things. He sdyam‘my father’'s son and he will take care of nie.”
is the same with us. Our great Owner’s goodnesspamer have raised our expectations. Look at this
body of mine, it must decay and become mere dustiy Lord has bought it and you can be sure He
did not purchase it to let it end in corruptionislinot my own, therefore | feel sure that He winms it,
will lift it up again in nobler form than it now vees, and make it bright and glistening like His owat
liable to pain, or sickness, or decay. | know Hé.\fi this body were only mine, | should expeceth
would be an end of it when the gravedigger hides the earth. But if it is my Lord’s, He has pad
much for it that He must have some grand intentimmcerning it. He sees in this body the raw madteria
out of which His grace and power can make sometthiagshall glorify Himself. Is there not a warrant
for great expectations in our belonging to Christ?

We are not our own. Then these minds of ours—dkpgon it He will enlarge them. He will in-
crease our mental caliber and make His propertyenaarthy of its Owner. You say, dear brother, “I
shall never be much of a man. | have but small @gp#or learning.” Well, what you have belongs to
Christ and He will sanctify your talents and in@eahem and give you wisdom to use them for His

Volume 26 Tell someone today how much you love g&3ist. 7




8 Redemption by Price Sermon #1554

honor. You do not know what you may yet become. Yduknow more after you have been in heaven
five minutes than all the doctors of divinity onrtsa For there you shall know even as you are known
You shall know Christ and see Him and rejoice imHieyond all that you can now conceive. You are
not your own, but He who owns you means to makeesioimg out of you. He bought you at too great a
price to let you run to waste. As for your entigirg, rest assured that He intends to reflect Mia o
glory by means of it throughout eternity. | neveew Christ act unwisely yet, and though sometires i
seems to me as though I could have forbidden th&sand His sacrifice, as though His death were too
dear a price to redeem such insignificant beingseasare, yet He must have seen in our poor, falken
ture, in its very sin and misery, room for His gratoom for His power and therefore, the opportunit
for a grand display of His power and love, to tmeaaement of angels and principalities and powers
throughout eternity.

At any rate, a piece of clay that lies in thealitits own has no destiny before it until it haseh
purchased by the potter and beaten and preparetiwAan it feels itself revolving on the wheel, &sh
just reason to believe that it will bear a usefatpn time to come. It might say, if it could sged am
not my own lump of clay. | have been bought witbreat price and therefore something is to be made
of me. It does not yet appear what | shall be viugn he that fashions has finished me | shall ndotlo
be worthy of the hand that has worked this upori Reise your expectations as high as you will, God
means to do for you exceeding abundantly above wdatan ask or even think. According to the rich-
es of His glory in Christ Jesus He will show theainess of His power in you that believe in Jesus
Christ. Blessed are the men, then, of whom itus,tfYou are not your own: for you are bought wath
price.”

Now, | finish by this question, “Are you your owdear hearer?” | can imagine some sitting here
saying, “Of course | am. | do not believe in sudernng myself to God.” Well, then, if you are your
own, you will go to your own place and where yownoplace is read the Word of God and discover.
There shall you find that those who know not Godllsbe driven from His presence. If they are their
own, they must be their own comforters and thein dwlpers, but far off from God shall they be dnive
for evermore.

Are you anxious to be saved, my dear hearer? Treeway of salvation is that you believe in Jesus
Christ, but it is an essential part of that belgvihat you surrender yourself to Christ. If Helw#ve
you, shall He have you to be His possession? IimMilebuy you, will you be His? If He will redeem
you, will you confess that you are not your own?nyla man is unable to find peace because he wants
to be independent and demands to have his owramdllway. Surrender! That is a necessary exhortation
to every revolted one who would be restored. SaeenSurrender at discretion. God cannot deal with
rebels while they carry their weapons in their lgari@bwn with your weapons. Cry to Him, “Lord, | am
dying, starving, perishing. Wrath is upon me. Oelyme live and be cleansed and | will be Yours for
ever, as Your grace shall help me to be.” He vadept you. He does accept you now if that is therut
ance of your heart, and you, too, may go away arg-s

“I am Yours and Yours alone,
This | gladly, fully own.”
God grant it, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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