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“Moreover as for me, God forbid that | should sirgainst the Lord in ceasing
to pray for you: but | will teach you the good arie right way.”
1 Samuel 12:23.

IT is a very great privilege to be permitted taypfor our fellow-men. Prayer in each man’s case
must necessarily begin with personal petition,uiotil the man is himself accepted with God, he cénn
act as an intercessor for others and herein ligop¢he excellence of intercessory prayer, fas ito the
man who exercises it aright a mark of inward gracd a token for good from the Lord. You may be
sure that your King loves you when He will pernatuyto speak a word to Him on behalf of your friend.
When the heart is enlarged in believing supplicafior others, all doubts about personal acceptance
with God may cease; He who prompts us to love kasialy given us that love and what better proof
of His favor do we desire? It is a great advancenugnxiety for our own salvation when we have risen
out of the narrowness of dread about ourselvestidoroader region of care for a brother’'s sod. H
who in answer to his intercession has seen otHessdd and saved may take it as a pledge of divine
love and rejoice in the condescending grace of Goah prayer rises higher than any petition for our
selves, for only he who is in favor with the Lordncventure upon pleading for others. Moreover, it
shows an enlarged heart, a participation in thatsgfilove and a growing likeness to Christ. Eatne
longings for the good of those around us show wetre beginning to take our right position towards
our fellow men and are no longer living as if weraveurselves the sole end and aim of our own exist-
ence.

Intercessory prayer is an act of communion withigghfor Jesus pleads for the sons of men. It is
a part of His priestly office to make intercessfonHis people. He has ascended up on high toettnils
and exercises this office continually within thelv&/hen we pray for our fellow sinners we are yms
pathy with our divine Savior who made intercessumnrthe transgressors. It is well to remember that
wondrous text from which we preached the other &ymdorning[Sermon #1535-Christ’s Universal King-
dom, and How It Comg$Ask of Me, and | shall give You the heathen fasl¥ inheritance;” when we beg
for conversions we are asking for Christ, and \@tirist, and herein we have fellowship with Him.

Such prayers are often of unspeakable value teetfar whom they are offered. Many of us trace
our conversion, if we go to the root of it, to fhrayers of certain godly persons. In innumeralsésinc-
es the prayers of parents have availed to bringhgqueople to Christ. Many more will have to bless
God for praying teachers, praying friends, and ipgpastors. Obscure persons confined to their beds
are often the means of saving hundreds by theitiragad pleadings with God. The book of remem-
brance will reveal the value of these hidden onésshom so little is thought by the mass of Chass.

As the body is knit together by bands and sinewd,iaterlacing nerves and veins, so is the wholiybo
of Christ converted into a living unity by mutuaiagers; we were prayed for and now in turn we pray
for others. Not only the conversion of sinners, thet welfare, preservation, growth, comfort, and-us
fulness of saints are abundantly promoted by tlaggys of their brethren; hence apostolic men cried,
“Brethren, pray for us.” He who was the persontiima of love said, “Pray one for another that yoaym

be healed,” and our great Lord and Head ended &ftklg career by a matchless prayer for those whom
the Father had given Him.

Intercessory prayer is a benefit to the man wher@ses it and is often a better channel of comfort
than any other means of grace. The Lord turnednatije captivity of Job when he prayed for his
friends. Even where such prayer does not avait$qorecise object, it has its results. David taisthat
he prayed for his enemies. He says, in Psalm 35AK3for me, when they were sick, my clothing was
sackcloth: | humbled my soul with fasting.” And aeds, “My prayer returned into my own bosom.” He
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sent forth his intercession, like Noah's dove, &siit found no rest for the sole of its feet andbless-
ing came of it, it returned to him who sent it dsrdught back with it an olive leaf plucked off, ense
of peace to his own spirit, for nothing is moretii@dsto the heart than to have prayed for those d&o
spitefully use us and persecute us. Prayers farsthre pleasing to God and profitable to ourselves
they are no waste of breath, but have a resuliagieed by the faithful Promiser.

| commend, therefore, to you, my brethren ancesssin Christ, the abundant resources of interces-
sory prayer. Use them without stint. My friend, thgsu nothing to ask for for yourself? Then you are
indeed very rich, but if you have ever come to sai¢teight of happiness as that, now use your power
prayer for the church and for the world. Are yadke IElijah, perfectly content with the barrel of ahe
and the cruse of oil, which your God so marvelowsujtiplies for your support? Then pray Him to send
a sound of abundance of rain for the sake of thiitomles that are perishing with famine. What kel
Abraham, you are yourself secure, yet pray forcities of the plain which are soon to be overwhelme
with destruction. If. Like Esther, you dwell in tléng's palace, are you not come to the kingdom for
such a time as this? Therefore, seek an audientisafoyal Majesty and pray for those of your race
who are in jeopardy. If like Nehemiah you hold ghhposition in the royal courts, turn it to accotort
the banished ones, and when you next wait upoKitgg present to Him a petition for your brethrdén.
is to incite you to earnest intercession that lehselected this text. | would have you stirred aliti-
gent supplication by the example of Samuel, whaasthy to be placed in the very forefront of inter-
Cessors.

|. Let us first dwell upon HIS HABIT OF INTERCESSIORMy it was most manifest in Samuel. We
gather this from the text. He says, “God forbidt thehould sin against the Lord aeasingto pray for
you.” It is clear, therefore, that he had beenhm ¢ontinual habit and practice of praying for étrde
could not speak of ceasing to pray if he had ntitenio continued in prayer. Samuel had become so
rooted in the habit of prayer for the people thatskems to be amazed at the very thought of bgngin
his intercession to an end. The people, measuhagptophet by themselves, half suspected that he
would be irritated with them and would, therefadeny them his prayers. Therefore in the nineteenth
verse we read, “All the people said unto Samuely Ror your servants unto the Lord your God, that w
die not.” They greatly valued his prayers and &dtif their national life, and perhaps their peedon
lives, depended upon his pleadings. Therefore tinggd him as men who plead for their lives that he
would not cease to pray for them and he repliedhd'®rbid that | should.” The denial of his prayers
does not seem to have entered his thoughts. To img the words represent him as astonished at the
idea, horrified and half indignant at the suggestitWhat? |, Samuel, | who have been your servant
from my childhood since the day when | put on titiéelephod and waited for you in the house of the
Lord? | that have lived for you and have loved wma was willing to have died in your service, shall
ever cease to pray for you?” He says, “God forbiti$ the strongest expression that one can welg-
ine and this, together with his evident surpris$®yes that the prophet’s habit of intercession veasad,
constant, fixed, abiding, a part and parcel of leifns

If you will read of his life you will see how trylthis was the case. Samuel was born of prayer. A
woman of a sorrowful spirit received him from Gaadgoyfully exclaimed, “For this child | prayed.”
He was named in prayer, for his name, Samuel, fiegriiasked of God.” Well did he carry out his
name and prove its prophetic accuracy, for havimgroenced life by being himself asked of God, he
continued asking of God and all his knowledge, wiadjustice, and power to rule were things which
came to him because “asked of God”. He was nurtbyed woman of prayer at the first and when he
left her, it was to dwell in the house of praydrtlaé days of his life. His earliest days were hewaoby a
divine visitation and he showed even then thatingjtwatchful spirit which is the very knee of peay
“Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears” is the cryacfimple, sincere heart, such as the Lord evepasc

We all think of Samuel under that little figure aiten painted and sculptured, in which a swedtchi
is seen in the attitude of prayer. We all seenmimvklittle Samuel, the praying child. Our boys aynds
know him as a familiar friend, but it is as knegliwith clasped hands. He was born, named, nurtured,
housed, and trained in prayer, and he never depfaidm the way of supplication. In his case thet tex
was fulfilled, “Out of the mouth of babes and suafgs You have perfected praise” and he so persdvere
in prayer that he brought forth fruit in old ageddastified of God’s power to those who came diiar.
So famous did Samuel become as an intercessoif @ will turn to the ninety-ninth Psalm, at the
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sixth verse, you will read a short but very fragranlogy of him, “Moses and Aaron among His priests
and Samuel among them that call upon His namevid$es and Aaron are selected as being consecrat-
ed men, leaders of God’s Israel in service andfgagrSamuel is selected as the praying man, tae m
who calls upon God’s name. All Israel knew Samuas$\&n intercessor as well as they knew Aaron as a
priest. Perhaps even more notably you get the sasp@ed estimate of him in Jeremiah 15, at thet fir
verse, where he is again classed with Moses, “Hagh the Lord unto me, though Moses and Samuel
stood before Me, yet My mind could not be toward tieople: cast them out of My sight and let them
go forth.” Here there is no doubt an allusion te finevalent prayer of Moses, when in the agonyiof h
heart, he cried, “If not, blot me, | pray You, aitYour Book which you have written.” This was ahi
form of pleading, but such is God’s valuation ofrfs&l as an intercessor that He puts him side kg sid
with Moses and by way of threat to sinful Israeg tdlls Jeremiah that He would not even listen b M
ses and Samuel if they stood before Him. It is weelearn the art of prayer in our earliest dags,then

we grow up to be proficient in it. Early prayer giointo powerful prayer. Hear this, you young peopl
and may the Lord now make Samuels of you. Whataohto be called to intercede for others, to be
the benefactor of our nation, or even the chanhélessing to our own households. Aspire to it, my
dear young friends. Perhaps you will never preacih,you may pray. If you cannot climb the pulpit,
you may bow before the Mercy Seat and be quiteest @ blessing.

As to the success of Samuel’s prayers, read difeiand you will find that he worked great delive
ances for the people. In the seventh chapter stibok we find that the Philistines grievously assed
Israel and Samuel bravely called the people togetheonsider their condition and bade them tuomnfr
idolatry and worship the only true God, and he psath them his prayers as a gift which they greatly
valued. These are his words, “Gather all Isradllizpeh and | will pray for you unto the Lord.” Hedn
took a lamb and offered it up for a burnt offerimgolly unto the Lord, “and Samuel cried unto thed.o
for Israel and the Lord heard him.” This is ondlw grand events of his life and yet it is fairlgsdrip-
tive of his whole career. He cried and the Lordrte&n this instance, the Israelites marched tdldyat
but Jehovah went before them, in answer to thehaig prayer. You could hear the rolling of the
drums in the march of the God of armies and se@littering of His spear, for so is the historythé
battle recorded, “And as Samuel was offering upbthint offering, the Philistines drew near to leattl
against Israel: but the Lord thundered with a gtieahder on that day upon the Philistines and dmsco
fited them; and they were smitten before Israeld Ame men of Israel went out of Mizpeh and pursued
the Philistines and smote them.” The conclusiothefwhole is, “So the Philistines were subduedgt th
is to say, the prayer of Samuel was the conquevegpon and Philistia crouched beneath its power. Oh
you who know the power of prayer, write this on ybanners, “So the Philistines were subdued.”

Samuel’s prayers were so prevalent that the ements were controlled by him. Oh, the power of
prayer! It has been ridiculed, it has been represkeas an unscientific and an unpractical thing v
who daily try it know that its power cannot be egaated and do not feel even a shadow of a doubt
concerning it. There is such power in prayer thamioves the arm that moves the world.” We have but
to know how to pray and the thunder shall lift tgvoice in answer to our cry and Jehovah’s arrows
shall be scattered abroad to the overthrowing sf &diversaries. How should those be able to judge of
prayer who never ask at all or never ask in faltbPthose bear withess to whom prayer is a familiar
exercise and to whom answers from God are as conamoime day. Over a father’s heart no power has
SO great a control as his child’s necessity anithéncase of our Father who is in heaven it is aafhgc
so0. He must hear prayer, for He cannot dishonoiokis name or forget His own children.

When, in his old age, the people began to turinag&amuel and to express dissatisfaction with his
unworthy sons, it is beautiful to notice how Samatebnce resorted to prayer. Look at the eightlp€ha
ter, the fifth verse. The people “said unto himh8le, you are old and your sons walk not in youysva
now make us a king to judge us.” The old man waslgarieved. It was natural that he should be. But
look at the next words. Did Samuel scold the pedbplel he send them home in a huff? No. It is wnitte
“And Samuel prayed unto the Lord.” He told his Maistbout them and his Master said to him, “Heark-
en unto the voice of the people in all that they wato you: for they have not rejectgou”—do not lay
it to heart as if it were a personal affront to yglbut they have rejected Me, that | should not ineig
over them.” This slight upon God’s servant was jaateon of God Himself and He would not have
Samuel lay to heart their ingratitude to him, buhk of their wicked conduct to the Lord their God.

Volume 26 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 3




4 Samuel—An Example of Intercession Sermon #1537

Thus, you see, Samuel was a man of abundant paagein the twenty-first verse we read that after
he had entered his protest and told the peopld tia they would have to suffer from a king, hbwe
would tax them and oppress them, and take thes tmie soldiers and their daughters to wait in his
palace, and take their fields and vineyards, thabgk still persisted in saying, “Nay, but we wihive a
king,” he made no angry answer but returned toGus in secret communion. “Samuel heard all the
words of the people and he rehearsed them in tiseoéshe Lord.” Oh, that we were wise enough to do
the like! Instead of going about and telling ond another of the opprobrious things that have Isegoh
about us, it were well to go straight away to doset and rehearse them in the ears of the Lomugh
was thus, you see, throughout his whole officif, la man mighty in prayer, and when the people lef
him and followed after their new-made king, ourttsttows that he did not cease to intercede for them
He says, “God forbid that | should cease to pra@aoa for you.”

Nor was this all, when Saul had turned aside awbime a traitor to his divine Lord, Samuel made
intercession for him. One whole night he spentamest entreaty, though it was all in vain, and yran
time and often did he sigh for the rejected priridee old man had been, from his youth up, an ieterc
sor and he never ceased from the holy exercishkigillips were closed in death. Now, beloved, ym a
not judges of the land, else would | plead with yoyray much for the people whom you rule. You are
not all pastors and teachers, else would | sayitive¢ do not abound in prayer the blood of souils w
be upon our garments. Some of you, however, ahéea of the young. Do not think that you have
done anything for your classes till you have praj@dthem. Be not satisfied with the hour or two of
teaching in the week, be frequent in your loving@ications. Many of you are parents. How can you
discharge your duty towards your children except pear their names upon your hearts in prayer?
Those of you who are not found in these relatigmsihiave, nevertheless, some degree of ability, some
measure of influence, some position in which yon da good to your fellows and these demand your
dependence upon God. You cannot discharge youoms#plities as relatives, as citizens, as neighpor
no, as Christian men, unless you often make swgtit for all ranks and conditions. To pray foreth
must become a habit to you from which you would cedse even if they provoked you to the utmost
degree, for you would only cry out, “God forbid tHashould cease to pray for you, for it would be a
great sin in the sight of the Most High.” Thus hawe enlarged upon our first head, the habit ofrinte
cession.

Il. Now, secondly, I call you to notice in Samuel'sedllS PROVOCATION TO CEASE FROM
INTERCESSION, which provocation he patiently endure

The first provocation wathe slight which they put upon hifmihe grand old man who had all the
year round made his circuit from place to placeldgustice had never looked at a bribe. He had done
everything for them without fee or reward. Thoughhad a right to his stipend, yet he did not takkni
the generosity of his spirit, he did everythingtgi@usly, like Nehemiah, in later days, who sdithe
former governors that had been before me were ehbtg unto the people and had taken of them bread
and wine, beside forty shekels of silver; yes, eteir servants bare rule over the people: butidmaot
I, because of the fear of God.” Samuel, througlzolaing life, had kept the land in peace and innamer
ble blessings had come to Israel through his lesdiler but now he was getting old and somewhat in-
firm, though he was far from being worn out, anéytiseized on this excuse for setting up a king. The
old man felt that there was life and work in hint,yleut they clamored for a king and therefore their
aged friend must give up his office and come dowamfhis high position. It displeases him when he
first hears their demand, but after a little tinperst in prayer he resigns his position very plethgamd
all his anxiety is to find the right man for thedhe. When the man is found, he is full of card the
Lord’s anointed shall be guided aright in the kiogdand without a thought about himself, he rejoices
at the sight of one whose opening days promisasledio His deposition was a hard thing, mark you, an
unkind, ungenerous thing, but he did not pray doendhe less for the people because of it. He prigba
prayed much more, for as his mother prayed mosnwihe sorrow of her heart was greatest, so was it
with him. You can see the son in the mother in maspects and in this point in particular that heyp
most when he is most grieved. As the sandalwoadgezfumes the axe which smites it, so his bleeding
heart poured out petitions for those who grieveud. hi

Beyond the provocation which came from slight upanself, he felt wounded hiyeir utter rejec-
tion of his solemn protestie stood before them and reasoned with themeircldarest possible manner,
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“What do you want a king for?” he seemed to sayiswill be the manner of the king that shall reign
over you. He will take your sons and appoint themhimself, for his chariots and to be his horsemen
and some shall run before his chariots. He willetglour daughters to be confectionaries and to be
cooks, and to be bakers; and he will take youd$éiehnd your vineyards and your olive yards, ehen t
best of them and give them to his servants. “Hé take the tenth of your seed and of your vineyards
and give to his officers and to his servants; aaduil take your menservants and your maidservants
and your best young men, and your asses, and @it ti his work. He will take the tenth of your shee
and you shall be his servants; and you shall ctyiothat day because of your king which you shall
have chosen; and the Lord will not hear you in the.” There was sound common sense in all these
and every word turned out to be true in fact beforg, and yet they would not listen. They saidp;N
but we will have a king over us; that we also maylike all the nations; and that our king may judge
and fight our battles.” Despite their rejectionhi$ warning, the venerable man did not grow telstig
sometimes the infirmity of wise men of years andghe that when they have presented a clearer case,
presented it earnestly in all simplicity of heamtlahe thing looks as plain as that twice two mizke,
then if their hearers deliberately persist in dadyiheir warning they grow peevish, or perhaps mbore

fair to say they exhibit a justifiable indignatioBome aged men would have said, “Well, then, I will
have nothing further to do with you; | shall go sswhere else. | shall leave Ramah and journey teesom
other land where, perhaps, they may hear the WbtHeoLord.” Not so, he is always hopeful and if
they will not do the best thing possible, he will to lead them to do the second best. If they noll
abide under the direct rule of the Lord, as theirg{he hopes that they will do well under a hurkig

who shall be a viceroy under God and so he corgitnogefully to pray for them and to make the best
he can of them.

At last it came to this, that the nation must havang and their king must be crowned. They must
go to Gilgal to settle the kingdom and then Sanst@bd up and in the words which | read to you just
now he declared how he had dealt with them, howdtkenever defrauded nor oppressed, nor taken any-
thing from them, and he told them that their cha@ta king was to some extent a rejection of Ghdt t
they were putting aside the best of rules and tbstmonorable of governments to go down to thelleve
of the nations. Stillthey rejected his last appeahd it is beautiful to my mind to see how calmb h
drops the question when he has given his last addmed made his most solemn appeal to heaven. Their
obstinate adherence to their whim did not cause thimrestrain prayer on their behalf. “God forbid,”
says he, “that | should cease to pray for you.”

The practical lesson of this is that when youtarapted to cease from pleading for certain persons,
you must not yield to the suggestion. They haveuildd your prayers. They tell you that they do not
want them. They have even made a taunt and afjgstuo pious wishes on their behalf. Never mind.
Retaliate by still greater love. Do not cease testie with God for them. It may be you have beey ve
much disappointed in them. Your heart breaks tohese they have gone aside, yet go with your deep
anxieties to the Mercy Seat and cry out againHent. What will become of them if you leave them to
themselves? Do not leave off interceding, thougha@ provoked to do so in ten thousand ways.

In addition to this, you see that, after cleanyjtimg the case in this earnestness of your sdiorbe
them, they reject the right and they choose thk leut let not that daunt you. Never let a sinnester
you and he will have done so if by his sin he dsiyeu to neglect prayer.

It may be that you think, partly in unbelief andrily through trembling anxiety, that really their
doom is sealed and they will go on to perditiont thes rather increase the intensity of your prapan
in the least degree diminish it. Till sinners arehell cry to God for them. As long as there isabinein
their bodies and your body, cause the voice of womplication to be heard. When once souls pass int
the spirit-world prayer is unavailing, but up t@tlast hour it may prevail. Perhaps you have sonesi
been tempted to wish you could pray for the deatdthat vain wish stimulate you to be in earnest fo
the living. Agonize in prayer while your entreatiesn be heard. Cry mightily unto God whatsoever
happens to damp your hopes, considering thatitésnptation of Satan if it is suggested to you yoa
should cease to supplicate. Your husband, good wowmlat if he does grow more drunken and more
profane, pray for him still; for God, who can drawt leviathan as with a hook, can yet take thiagre
sinner and make a saint of him. What if your soense to be more profligate than ever? Follow him
with many entreaties and weep before God aboutshilimLoving mother and gracious father, join your
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fervent cries day and night at the Mercy Seat and shall yet obtain your desire. Let nothing quench
the flame upon the altar, nor the hope in yoursoul

As | have already said, Samuel prayed all the rhecause of the trouble that came upon him. Let it
be so with you. Samuel never could separate hinfreglf the people; he never tried to disentangle-him
self from being one with them, but he laid theiseaipon his breast. He was the very heart of Isvael
tally united to the whole body and he could notidma away from his beloved people. Herein lies the
secret of intense intercession. Do, | pray youtdrynake the interests of others your own interdts
not think that it is enough thgbu are saved. Do not sit down and fold your armsraa#le a pillow for
an idle head out of the sovereignty of God. No, go& a part of the family; endeavor to act as such.
Pray for men because you also are a man. A heathilasopher once said, “I am a man and everything
that concerns man interests me;” how much moreldhbe Christian say this, since he should be like
his Lord and Master, who was the standard of argeisenearted, self-sacrificing man. The Son of man
was one of our Lord’s favorite titles to denotetthiz linked His life with our manhood. Be you also
true sons of men, brothers to all mankind. | charge, if you know how to pray for yourselves, exer-
cise the sacred privilege of intercession for ah8e like Abraham, who pleaded for Sodom; like Mo-
ses, who stood in the gap for the tribes; likedhljjwho prevailed for Israel. If you have learnegitay
practice the holy art till you obtain much powettiwisod; for so shall you bring down blessings upon
those who else would perish under the curse. Thushmpon the provocation which Samuel endured,
under which he still remained true to his highioagll

[ll. 1 come, in the third place, briefly to notice Sahin his persevering intercession. Though the
people provoked him, he did not cease from pragetiHem, for, first, then and there, he offereclire
supplication for them and that cry was heard, ama ®as dowried with a rich measure of favor totsta
with. Samuel did not cease his prayer for Saul whaul had gone far astray, for we find this passage
“Then came the word of the Lord to Samuel, sayihggpents Me that | have set up Saul to be kiag, f
he has turned back from following Me and has nofgoeed My commandment. And it grieved Samuel
and he cried unto the Lord all night.” All nighttHink | see the old man in agony for Saul, whom he
loved. Old men need sleep, but the prophet forso®ked and in the night watches poured out his sou
unto the Lord. Though he received no cheering andweestill continued to cry, for we read, a lithle-
ther on, that the Lord said to him, “How long withu mourn for Saul?” He was pushing the case as far
as ever he could push it, till the Lord gave hinrmirag that there was no use in it. “How long witiiy
mourn for Saul?”

It is to be admired in Samuel, that even thoughl $®ay have committed the sin which is unto
death, and Samuel had some fear that his fateiwed fet he prayed on in desperate hope. The lepost
John puts the case thus, “If any man sees hisdargth a sin which is not unto death, he shallask
He shall give him life for them that sin not unteath. There is a sin unto death: | do not say hieat
shall pray for it.” He does not in such a case ifibdur prayers, neither does he encourage theml, but
take it that he gives us a permit to pray on. Wendibknow for certain that the most guilty pers@s h
indeed passed the bounds of mercy and thereformayeintercede with hope. If we have a horrible
dread upon us that possibly our erring relativieegond hope, if we are not commanded to pray, we ar
certainly not forbidden, and it is always best toan the safe side, if it is erring at all. We nsyl go
to God, even with a forlorn hope and cry to Hinthe extremity of our distress. We are not likely to
hear the Lord say to us, “How long will you mouor Saul?” We are not likely to hear Him say, “How
long will you pray for your boy? How long will yomnourn over your husband? | do not intend to save
them.” We do not have such depressing revelatiodsage ought to be very thankful that we do not, for
now we may go on hopefully pleading for all who @m our way. We may continue, and should con-
tinue as Samuel did, to wrestle in prayer as lagalive.

When the prophet knew that Saul was hopelesstgtegjl, he did not cease to pray for the nation, but
went down to Bethlehem and anointed David, and wbawvid was pursued by the malice of Saul, we
find him harboring David at Ramah, and exhibitihg power of prayer in his own house and in the holy
place. For when Saul came down thinking to seizeid)a&ven in the seer’'s house, there was a prayer
meeting being held and Saul was so struck withat he took to prophesying himself and lay down all
night among them disrobed and humbled. Men exclajrfis Saul also among the prophets?” The mali-
cious king could not venture to touch Samuel. Treppet was a gentle, mild, loving man and yet the
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black-hearted Saul always had an awe of him, sohthaook hold of his garment for protection and af
ter Samuel was dead wickedly sought for his suppepeit for guidance. The man of God had evident-
ly impressed the tall reprobate with the weighhisfholy character. It is written that God was whim

and let none of his words fall to the ground and thlas because he was a praying man. He who can
prevail with God for man can always prevail withmrfar God. If you can overcome heaven by prayer,
you can overcome earth by preaching. If you knosvah of speaking to the Eternal, it will be a dmal
thing to speak to mortal men. Rest assured thaveing essence of all true power over men for their
good must lie in power with God in secret—when veséhwaited upon the Lord and prevailed, our
work is well-nigh done.

| pray you, therefore, dear friends, still persevi@ supplication and be supported in your penseve
ance by the knowledge that it would be a sin tseda pray for those who have been the subjects of
your petitions. Samuel confesses that it would Hasen sinful on his part to abstain from interaassi
How so? Why, if he ceased to pray for that pedpeywould be neglecting his office, for God had made
him a prophet to the nation and he must intercedéhem or neglect his duty. It would show a waint o
love to the Lord’s chosen people if he did not piaythem. How could he teach them if he was not
himself taught of God? How could he possibly hopeway them if he had not enough affection for
them to cry to God on their behalf? It would behia case, too, a sin of anger. It would look akef
were in a spat with them and with God too, becdngseould not be all that he would wish to be. “God
forbid,” he said, “I should harbor such anger in bgsom as to cease to pray for you.” It would have
been a neglect of the divine glory, for whatever gieople might be, God’s name was wrapped up in
them, and if they did not prosper the Lord would be glorified in the eyes of the heathen. He could
not give up praying for them, for their cause was ¢ause of God. It would have been a cruelty titssso
if he who possessed such power in prayer had mestiét. Now, brethren and sisters, it will be sim
your part if you neglect the Mercy Seat. You willeye the Holy Spirit, you will rob Christ of Hiday
ry, you will be cruel to souls dead in sin, and yall be false and traitorous to the Spirit of ggaand to
your sacred calling. You are kings and priests @ud and what are you to offer as priests if youndb
present before the Lord prayers and supplicationghe children of men? Therefore stay not youerint
cession lest the Lord be grieved with you.

I\VV. Our last point is that Samuel showed his sincenityntercession by corresponding action, for he
says in the words of the text, “God forbid thatbsld sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray fou:y
but I will teach you the good and the right wayd far from leaving off praying, he would be doubly
diligent to teach them and he did so. He taughintly reminding them of God’s promises, that He
would not forsake His people, and by directing tHesw to act, “Serve God in truth with all you heart
He urged good motives upon them, “Consider thetdgh#ags He has done for you,” and he added a sol-
emn warning, “If you shall still do wickedly, younall be consumed, both you and your king.” After
praying for your friends, do try as well as you ¢aranswer your own prayer by using the means which
God ordinarily blesses. Some persons make idleepsayor they use no effort for obtaining their re-
guests. If a husbandman asks for a harvest, hepldsas and sows, for else his supplications wowd b
hypocritical. If we wish to see our neighbors camee, we shall labor for it in all ways. We shaiVite
them to go with us where the gospel is faithfuligarhed, or we shall place a good book in their,way
or speak with them personally about eternal thitigsknew where gold was to be had for the picking
up and | wanted my neighbor to be rich, | would b&in of the precious deposit and ask him to come
and gather some of the treasure with me. But mawgmthink of inviting a neighbor or a friend whe i
a Sabbath-breaker to go with them to the houseaaf, @Gnd there are thousands in London who only
need an invitation and they would be sure to coomege, at any rate and who can tell but that once
might lead to their conversion?

If I desire the salvation of anyone, | ought tib Iém as best as | can what his condition is, ezt
the way of salvation is, and how he may find rédt.men are approachable at some time or in some
way. It is very imprudent to rush at everybody asrsas you see them, without thought or ordinary
prudence, for you may disgust those whom you wastvih. But those who earnestly plead for others
and bestir themselves to seek them, are genegalght of God and so they are made wise as to time,
manner, and subject. A man who wishes to shooshiitl, after a while, become expert in the sport,
because he will give his mind to it. He will, aftefittle practice, become a noted marksman andvkno
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all about guns and dogs. A man who wants to cathan has his heart set upon his angling and be-
comes absorbed in the pursuit. He soon learns bawsé his rod and how to manage his fish. So he who
longs to win souls and puts his heart into it, Sirwdit the knack of it by some means and the Lordsgi
him success. | could not teach it to you, you npuattice in order to find out, but this | will sayp man

is clear of his fellows’ blood simply because he peayed to be so. Supposed we had around thghpari
of Newington a number of people who were dying wider and we were to have a prayer meeting that
God would relive their wants—would it not be hypegrworthy to be ridiculed and held up to reproba-
tion if, after having prayed for these people, Wevent home and ate our own dinners and did nea gi
them a farthing’s worth of bread? The truly benewblman puts his hand in his pocket and says, “What
can | do that my prayer may be answered?” | haaedef one who prayed in New York for a certain
number of very poor families that he had visited &@ asked the Lord that they might be fed and
clothed. His little sons said, “Father, if | weredl should tell you to answer your own prayer, you
have plenty of money.” Thus the Lord might well gayus when we have been interceding, “Go and
answer your own prayer by telling your friends of Bon.” Do you sing, “Fly abroad, you mighty gos-
pel”? Then give it wings covered with silver. Douyeing, “Waft, waft, you winds, His story”? Then
spend your breath for it. There is a power in ygifts. There is a power in your speech. Use these p
ers. If you cannot personally do much, you can doeat deal by helping another to preach Christ. Bu
chief and first you ought to do something by yowndhand, heart, and tongue. Go and teach the good
and right way and then shall your prayers be heard.

And finally to come to a point that lies much upoy heart, | wish this evening so to speak to the
crowd of strangers who will come and hear me thabhyrmay be turned unto the Lord. Many of these
people will not come because they want to heagtspel, but because they have heard that | am@n od
man and they are curious to hear and see so eiccaterson. Never mind, they will hear the trudd,
it shall be my earnest endeavor to preach Chrigtifted and Him alone. | beseech you, every one of
you, to pray for a blessing. | charge you, by etheng that is kind to myself, by everything thatbie-
nevolent to your fellow-men, by everything thatgiateful to my Lord, do pray that there may be a
blessing upon the word that shall be spoken. Whoarsnhow many may be brought to the Savior's
feet? They will not be hearers of the same kindeatain of you, who have grown hardened by hearing
the gospel. Many of them will be quite fresh pedplezhom everything will be new. What a fine oppor-
tunity to fish among so great a shoal, if we arethught of God how to throw the net. This aftermoo
pray for a blessing. Come here in a company anea@&nthe Lord to visit us. You, who are much occu-
pied, so that you could not attend a meeting, @erheless set apart a quarter of an hour, atary
for private prayer that we may obtain a blessimgthle Sunday school pray for a blessing. God hears
little children and send answers which else hackeneweme. In all departments of work let the workers
cry unto God that He will this night save souls ajad glory to Himself. | shall be deeply thankfal t
you and my Lord will bless you. Therefore do ipray you, for His sake. Amen.
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