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“My foot has held His steps, His way have | keptdanot declined. Neither have |
gone back from the commandment of His lips; | hagsteemed
the words of His mouth more than my necessary fdod.
Job 23:11, 12.

THUS Job speaks of himself, not by way of boasting,by way of vindication. Eliphaz the Teman-
ite and his two companions had brought distincrgés against Job’s character. Because they saw him
in such utter misery they concluded that his adiyersust have been sent as a punishment for his sin
and therefore they judged him to be a hypocrite wimaler cover of religion, had exercised oppression
and tyranny. Zophar had hinted that wickednesssma®t in Job’s mouth and that he hid iniquity under
his tongue. Eliphaz charged him with hardness afthi® the poor and dared to say, “You have taken a
pledge from your brother for nothing and strippbd haked of their clothing.” This last, from itsrye
impossibility, was meant to show the extreme messt@ which he falsely imagined that Job must have
descended—how could he strip the naked? He wamWdfiring at random. As neither he nor his
companions could discover any palpable blot in dpbn which they could distinctly lay their finger,
they bespattered him right and left with their grdliess accusations. They made up in venom for the
lack of evidence to back their charges. They fefeghat there must be some great sin in him t@ hav
procured such extraordinary afflictions and therefloy smiting him all over, they hoped to touch the
sore place. Let them stand as a warning to us rtevieidge men by their circumstances and never to
conclude that a man must be wicked because hahes from riches to poverty.

Job, however, knew his innocence and he was detedmmot to give way to them. He said, “You
are forgers of lies, physicians of no value. O gt would altogether hold your peace and it shdaald
your wisdom.” He fought the battle right manfulNot, perhaps, without a little display of tempedan
self-righteousness, but still with much less ofieitthan any of us would have shown had we be#rein
same plight and had we been equally conscious dégieintegrity. He has, in this part of his self-
defense, sketched a fine picture of a man perfetiupright before God. He has set before us thgéma
to which we should seek to be conformed. Hereeashigh ideal after which every Christian man should
strive and happy shall he be who shall attain.t8liessed is he who in the hour of his distreskgiiis
falsely accused, will be able to say with as mucithtas the patriarch could, “My foot has held His
steps, His way have | kept and not declined. Neitiave | gone back from the commandment of His
lips; | have esteemed the words of His mouth mioa@ imy necessary food.”

| ask you, first, to inspect the picture Jgb’s holy lifethat you may make it your model. After we
have done this, we will look a little below the faoe, asking the question, “How was he enabledad |
such an admirable life as this? Upon what meathlglgreat patriarch feed that he had grown so emi-
nent?” We shall find the answer in our second hdald's holy sustenanc#, have esteemed the words
of His mouth more than my necessary food.” May Wieo worked in Job His patience and integrity, by
this our meditation teach us the same virtues bytiwer of the Holy Spirit.

l. Let us sit down before this sketch of JOB’S HOLYFEHit will well repay a meditative study.

Note, first, thatlob had been all along a man fearing God and walkifter the divine ruleln the
words before us he dwells much upon the thingsaaf, GHis steps,” “His way,” “the commandment of
His lips,” “the words of His mouth.” He was pre-arantly one that “feared God and eschewed evil.” He
knew God to be the Lord and worthy to be servedthatefore he lived in obedience to His law which
was written upon his instructed conscience. His wag God’s way. He chose that course which the
Lord commanded. He did not seek his own pleasurethe carrying out of his own will. Neither did He
follow the fashion of the times, nor conform hinfdelthe ruling opinion or custom of the age in @i
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he lived—fashion and custom were nothing to him-khew no rule but the will of the Almighty. Like
some tall cliff which breasts the flood, he stoad almost alone, a witness for God in an idolatrous
world. He owned the living God and lived “as seehtign who is invisible.” God’s will had taken the
helm of the vessel and the ship was steered inSzmmlirse according to the divine compass of iroiili
justice and the unerring chart of the divine wilhis is a great point to begin with. It is indeée bnly
sure basis of a noble character. Ask the man whkss® be the architect of a great and honoralde ch
acter this question, Where do you place God? Isédend with you? Ah, then, in the judgment of Him
whose view comprehends all human relationships,witluead a very secondary kind of life, for the
first and most urgent obligation of your being vidé disregarded. But is God first with you? Is tosir
determination, “As for me and my house, we willveethe Lord”? Do you seek first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness? If so, you are layiegfdlindation for a whole or holy character, for you
begin by acknowledging your highest responsibility this respect you will find that “the fear ofeth
Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” Whether the wayrough or smooth, uphill or down dale, through
green pastures or burning deserts, let God’s wayoheway. Where the fiery cloudy pillar of His pro
idence leads, be sure to follow and where His stdyutes command, there promptly go. Ask the Lord
to let you hear His Spirit speak like a voice behyou, saying, “This is the way, walk you in it."sA
soon as you see from the Scriptures, or from censei, or from providence, what the will of the Lord
is, make haste and delay not to keep His comman$m®at the Lord always before you. Have respect
unto His statutes at all times and in all your wagknowledge Him. No man will be able to look back
upon his life with satisfaction unless God has b&#img upon the throne of his heart and rulinghid
thoughts, aims, and actions. Unless he can sayDathd, “My soul has kept Your testimonies and |
love them exceedingly,” he will find much to weeyeo and little with which to answer his accusers.

We must follow the Lord’s way or our end will besdruction. We must take hold upon Christ’s
steps or our feet will soon be in slippery pladd® must reverence God’s words or our own words will
be idle and full of vanity, and we must keep Goecbsnmands or we shall be destitute of that holiness
without which no man shall see the Lord. | setfodi obedience to the law as the way of salvatint,
| speak to those who profess to be saved alreadgithyin Christ Jesus and | remind all of you wdre
numbered with the company of believers that if o Christ’s disciples you will bring forth the fis
of holiness—if you are God’s children you will bkd your Father. Godliness breeds God-likeness. The
fear of God leads to imitation of God and wheres tilsi not so, the root of the matter is lacking. The
scriptural rule is, “by their fruits you shall knawem,” and by this we must examine ourselves.

Let us now consider Job’s first sentence. He s&{g foot has held His steps.This expression sets
forth great carefulness. He had watched every ait€pod, that is to say, he had been minute as o pa
ticulars, observing each precept which he lookeahugs being a footprint which the Lord had made for
him to set his foot in, observing also each deththe great example of His God. For in so far asl G
imitable, He is the great example of His peopleHassays, “Be you holy, for | am holy"—and again,
“Be you perfect, even as your Father which is iaves is perfect.” Job had observed the steps ofsGod
justice that he might be just, the steps of Godésay that he might be pitiful and compassionate, th
steps of God’s bounty that he might never be guwitghurlishness or want of liberality, and thepstef
God’s truth that he might never deceive. He hacchvad God'’s steps of forgiveness, that he might for-
give his adversaries and God'’s steps of benevolehaehe might also do good and communicate, ac-
cording to his ability, to all that were in need.donsequence of this, he became eyes to the dfidd
feet to the lame. He delivered the poor that card the fatherless and him that had none to héip. T
blessing of him that was ready to perish came uponand he caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy

“My foot,” he says, “has held His steps.” He meé#met he had labored to be exact in his obedience
towards God and in his imitation of the divine cwer. Beloved, we shall do well if we are, to the
minutest point hourly, observant of the precept$ example of God in all things. We must follow not
only the right road, but His footprints in that do&Ve are to be obedient to our heavenly Fatheonigt
in some things, but in all things—not in some pldmet in all places, abroad and at home, in busines
and in devotion, in the words of our lips and ie thoughts of our hearts. There is no holy walking
without careful watching. Depend upon it, no marswaer good by chance, nor did anyone ever be-
come like the Lord Jesus by a happy accident. tigald into the furnace,” said Aaron, “and therenea
out this calf"—but nobody believed him. If the ingawas like a calf it was because he had shaped it
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with an engraving tool, and if it is not to be legkd that metal will of itself take the form of alf¢
much less will character assume the likeness of idiotself, as we see it in the Lord Jesus. The patte
is too rich and rare, too elaborate and perfect beereproduced by a careless, half-awakenedrtrifle
No, we must give all our heart and mind and sodl strength to this business and watch every step or
else our walk will not be close with God, nor plegsin His sight. O to be able to say, “My foot has
held His steps.”

Notice here that the expression has somethingahtenacity. He speaks of taking hold upon God’s
steps. The idea needs to be lit up by the illustnatontained in the original expression. You nysto
mountainous regions to understand it. In very rowglis, a person may walk all the better for haviag
shoes to his feet. | sometimes pitied the womed&ftone coming down the rough places of the moun-
tains barefooted, carrying heavy loads upon theads, but | ceased to pity them when | observed tha
most of them had a capital pair of shoes in thédtast the top, and | perceived as | watched thHeah t
they could stand where | slipped because theirtest hold upon the rock, almost like another pdir
hands. Barefooted they could safely stand and Iseealitnb where feet encased after our fashion would
never carry them. Many Orientals have a power a§grin their feet which we appear to have lost from
lack of use. An Arab in taking a determined stacualy seems to grasp the ground with his toe®-Ro
erts tells us in his well-known, “lllustrations liat Easterns, instead of stooping to pick up thingis
the ground with their fingers, will pick them upttvitheir toes. And he tells of a criminal condemted
be beheaded, who, in order to stand firm when atwdie, grasped a shrub with his foot. Job deslare
that he took hold of God’s steps and thus secur@unafooting. He had a hearty grip of holinesseev
as David said, “I have stuck unto Your testimoriidfiat eminent scholar Dr. Good renders the passage
“In His steps will Irivet my feet.” He would set them as fast in the foat{sriof truth and righteousness
as if they were riveted there, so firm was his gigon that holy way which his heart had chosens i
exactly what we need to do with regard to holinesg-must feel about for it with a sensitive con-
science, to know where it is, and when we knowdtmust seize upon it eagerly and hold to it a®tor
life. The way of holiness is often craggy and Sdtees to make it very slippery, and unless we teke
hold of God’s steps we shall soon slip with ourtfaed bring grievous injury upon ourselves and dis-
honor to His holy name. Beloved, to make up a loblgracter there must be a tenacious adherence to
integrity and piety. You must not be one that carblmwn off his feet by the hope of a little gaan,by
the threatening breath of an ungodly man—you miastdsfast and stand firm, and against all pressure
and blandishment you must seize and grasp thegiseoéthe Lord and abide in them, riveted to them.
Standfast is one of the best soldiers in the Prmceanuel’s army and one of the most fit to bet&ds
with the colors of His regiment. “Having done aliij/l stand.”

To make a holy character we must take hold ofstleps of God in the sense of promptness and
speed. Here again | must take you to the Eastttthgdllustration. They say of a man who closahy-i
tates his religious teacher, “His feet have laittihad his master’s steps,” meaning that he so tyoed-
lows his teacher that he seems to take hold ofiéeds. This is a blessed thing indeed, when graae e
bles us to follow our Lord closely. There is Hi®f@nd close behind it is ours, and there agaitakes
another step and we plant our feet where He hadegaleHis. A very beautiful motto is hung up in our
infant classroom at the Stockwell Orphandyéhat would Jesus do?Not only may children take it as
their guide, but all of us may do the same, whatewe age. “What would Jesus do?” If you desire to
know what you ought to do under any circumstanioeagine Jesus to be in that position and then think
“What would Jesus do? for what Jesus would do,dhght | to do.” In following Jesus, we are follow-
ing God, for in Christ Jesus the brightness ofRagher’'s glory is best seen. Our example is oudLor
and Master, Jesus the Son of God and thereforguigistion is but a beam from our guiding star. sk
all cases, “What would Jesus do?” That unties tie bf all moral difficulty in the most practicalay
and does it so simply that no great wit or wisdoithlve needed. May God’s Holy Spirit help us to gop
the line which Jesus has written, even as schotatate their writing master in each stroke ane land
mark and dot. Oh, when we come to die and havedk Iback upon our lives, it will be a blessed thing
to have followed the Lord fully. They are happy wiotlow the Lamb wherever He goes. Blessed are
they in life and death of whom it can be said—aswas, so were they also in this world. Though mis-
understood and misrepresented, yet they were hangators of their Lord. Such a true-hearted Chris
tian can say, “He knows the way that | take. Hedtinine and | came forth as gold. My foot has hekl Hi
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steps.” Many a sorrow you will avoid if you keep¢ at your Master’s heel. You know what came of
Peter’s following afar off—try what will come of ase walking with Jesus. Abide in Him and let His
words abide in you, so shall you be His discip¥su dare not trust in your works and will not thiok
doing so, yet will you bless God that, being salbgdHis grace, you were enabled to bring forth the
fruits of the Spirit by a close and exact followiobthe steps of your Lord.

Three things, then, we get in the first sentence-exactness of obedience, a tenacity of grip upon
that which is good, and a promptness in endeavaarkgep in touch with God and to follow Him in all
respects. May these things be in us and abound.

We now pass on to the second sentence. | am afoaidvill say, “Spare us, for even unto the first
sentence we have not yet attained.” Labor aftédreh, beloved. Forgetting the things that are khin
except to weep over them, press forward to thachvis before. May God give you those sensitive
grasping feet which we have tried to describe—fhat take hold on the Lord’s way—and may you
throughout life keep that hold, for “blessed are tindefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the
Lord.”

The next sentence runs thtidjs way have | kept=—that is to say, Job had adhered to God’s way as
the rule of his life. When he knew that such-anchsa thing was the mind of God, either by his con-
science telling him that it was right or by a devirevelation, then he obeyed the intimation and t@p
it. He did not go out of God’s way to indulge hiwrofancies or to follow some supposed leader—to
God’s way he kept from his youth—even till the tinveen the Lord Himself said of him, “Have you
considered My servant Job, a perfect and an upngirt, one that fears God and eschews evil?” The
Lord gave him this character to the devil, who doobt deny it and did not attempt to do so, butonl
muttered, “Does Job serve God for nothing? Have Nauset a hedge about him and all that he has?”
When he uttered our text, Job could have repliethéamalicious accuser that even when God had bro-
ken down his hedges and laid him waste, he haginoed nor charged God foolishly. He heeded not
his wife’s rash counsels to curse God and diehieustill blessed the divine name even though every-
thing was taken from him. What noble words are ¢hdklaked came | out of my mother's womb and
naked shall | return there. The Lord gave and tbellhas taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord.” Though bereft of all earthly comfort, he didt forsake the way of holiness, but still kepthts
God.

Keeping to the way signifies not simply adhererié,continuance and progress in it. Job had gone
on in the ways of God year after year. He had noivg tired of holiness, nor weary of devotion, heit
had he grown sick of what men call straight-lacedyp He had kept the way of God on and on and on,
delighting in what Coverdale’s version calls Godtsgh street’—the highway of holiness. The further
he went, the more pleasure he took in it and theeraasy he found it to his feet, for God was with h
and kept him—and so he kept God’s way. “Your wayehbkept.” He means that notwithstanding the
difficulties in the way he persevered in it. It watsrmy weather, but Job kept to the old road. Jiket
beat in his face, but he kept His way—he had gbaegath in fair weather and he was not going te fo
sake his God now that the storms were out—and deepeHis way. Then the scene changed, the sun
was warm and all the air was redolent with perfuand merry with the song of birds, but Job kept His
way. If God’s providence flooded Job’s sky with shime, he did not forsake God because of prosperi-
ty, as some do, but kept His way—kept His way wihewas rough, kept His way when it was smooth.
When he met with adversities, he did not turn @gade road, but traveled the King’s highway, where
man is safest, for those who dare to assail himhave to answer for it to a higher power. The high
street of holiness is safe because the King’'s gueeais given that “no lion shall be there, neitsieall
any ravenous beast go up thereon.” The righteoal$ lsbid on His way and so Job did, come fair, come
foul. When there were others in the road with hind avhen there were none, he kept His way. He
would not even turn aside for those three good mmemen who thought themselves good, who sat by
the wayside and miserably comforted, that is tq s@ynented him. He kept God’s way as one whose
mind is made up and whose face is set like a flihere was no turning him, he would fight his why i
he could not have it peaceably. | like a man whosed is set upon being right with God, a self-
contained man by God'’s grace, who does not watingatn the back and encouraging and who, on the
other hand, does not care if he is frowned at,haist counted the cost and abides by it. Give mera ma
who has a backbone—a brave fellow who has gritinm kit is well for a professor when God has put
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some soul into him and made a man of him, for@haistian man is not a man as well as a Chrishan,
will not long remain a Christian man. Job was firm-well-made character that did not shrink in the
wetting. He believed his God. He knew God’s way aedkept to it under all circumstances from his
first start in life even until that day when he sata dunghill and transformed it into a throne woa

he reigned as among all mere men, the peerlessepoihnpatience. You have heard of the patience of
Job, and of this as one part of it, that he keptwhy of the Lord.

Now, dear brethren, on this second clause let ttee this word of self-examination. Have we kept
God’s way? Have we got into it and do we mean &pk& Some are soon hot and soon cold. Some set
out for the New Jerusalem like Pliable, very eagédsut the first Slough of Despond they tumble into
shakes their resolution and they crawl out on thhadward side and go back to the world. There veill b
no comfort in such temporary religion, but dreadfusery when we come to consider it on a dying bed.
Changeful Pliables will find it hard to die. O te bonstant even to the end, so as to say, “Mytiast
held His steps, His way have | kept.” God grangee to do it by His Spirit abiding in us.

The third clause iSAnd not declined,”by which | understand that he had not declifnreth the way
of holiness, nor declined in the way. First, he hatl declined from it. He had not turned to thenhtig
hand nor to the left. Some turn away from God'’s wathe right hand by doing more than God’s Word
has bidden them do—such as invent religious cereaaamnd vows and bonds and become supersti-
tious—falling under the bondage of priestcraft dmihg led into will-worship and things that are not
scriptural. This is as truly wandering as going oiuthe road to the left would be. Ah, dear frignkisep
to the simplicity of the Bible. This is an age imiah Holy Scripture is very little accounted of.df
church chooses to invent a ceremony, men fallitndmd practice it as if it were God’s ordinancesY
and if neither church nor law recognize the perfamoe, yet if certain self-willed priests chooséton
candles and to wear all sorts of bedizenments amd dnd cringe and march in procession, there are
plenty of simpletons who will go whichever way thelergyman chooses, even if he should lead them
into downright heathenism. “Follow my leader” isetgame of the day, but, “Follow my God,” is the
motto of a true Christian. Job had not turned eortght.

Nor had he turned to the left. He had not beenitagbserving God’s commandments. He had
shunned omission as well as commission. This isrg kieart-searching matter, for how many there are
whose greatest sins lie in omission. And rememsiaes of omission—though they sit very light on
many consciences and though the bulk of professmrsot even think them sins—are the very sins for
which men will be condemned at the last. How doolvp that? What said the great Judge? “l was hun-
gry and you gave Me no meat. | was thirsty and gave Me no drink; sick and in prison and you visit-
ed Me not.” It was what they did not do that curesm, more than what they did do. So look weit to
and pray God that you may not decline from the whidis precepts, from Jesus who, Himself is the
one and only Way.

Furthermore, | take it Job means that he had wen eleclined in that way. He did not begin with
running hard and then get out of breath and sihbywayside and say, “Rest and be thankful,” but he
kept up the pace and did not decline. If he wasmwand zealous once, he remained warm and zealous.
If he was indefatigable in service, he did not gty tone down into a sluggard, but he could say,
have not declined.” Whereas we ought to make asstmvards heaven, there are many who are, after
twenty years of profession, no more forward thaytivere, but perhaps in a worse state. Oh, beware o
a decline. We were accustomed to use that terns yagr to signify the commencement of a consump-
tion, or perhaps the effects of it, and indeeddidke in the soul often leads on to a deadly corion.

In a spiritual consumption the very life of religideems to ebb out little by little. The man doesdie

by a wound that stabs his reputation, but by aeseeeakness within him which eats at the vitalgad-
liness and leaves the outward surface fair. Goé savirom declining. | am sure, dear friends, we- ca
not many of us afford to decline much, for we aneatoo earnest, none too much alive now, butighis
one of the great faults of churches—so many ohtleenbers are in a decline that the church becomes a
hospital instead of a barracks. Many professorqatevhat they were at first—they were very promis-
ing young men, but they are not performing old méte are pleased to see the flowers on our fruit
trees, but they disappoint us unless they knit iniit and we are not satisfied even then unlesdtit
ripens to a mellow sweetness. We do not make adsHar the sake of blossoms, we want apples. So is
it with the garden of grace. Our Lord comes seekiang and instead thereof He often finds nothing b
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leaves. May God grant to us that we may not dedfiora the highest standard we have ever reached. “I
would,” said the Lord of the church of Laodiceadt you were either cold or hot.” Oh, you lukewarm
ones, take that warning to heart. Remember, Jemusot endure you—He will spit you out of His
mouth—you make Him sick to think of you. If you wetdownright cold He would understand you. If
you were hot He would delight in you, but beingther cold nor hot He is sick at the thought of yide.
cannot endure you and indeed when we think of Wt ord has done for us, it is enough to make us
sick to think that anyone should drag on in a coldnimate manner in His service, who loved us and
gave Himself for us.

Some decline because they become poor—they eagrirem worship on that account. | hope none
of you say, “l do not like to come to the Taberedokcause | have not fit clothes to come in.” Aave
often said, any clothes are fit for a man to coraehn if he has paid for them. Let each come by al
manner of means in such garments as he has arthlhée welcome. But | know some very poor pro-
fessors who, in the extremity of their anxiety aroible, instead of flying to God, fly from Him. This
very sad. The poorer you are, the more you needi¢heconsolations of divine grace. Do not let this
temptation overcome you, but if you are as poaodas be as resolved as he to keep to the Lord’s way
and not decline. Others fly from their religion base they grow rich. They say that three genemtion
never will come on wheels to a dissenting placevofship and it has proven to be sadly true in many
instances, though | have no cause to complain ofagyet. Some persons, when they rise in the world
turn up their noses at their poor friends. If afiyou do so, you will be worthy of pity, if not afon-
tempt. If you forsake the ways of God for the fashof the world you will be poor gainers by your
wealth. The Lord keep you from such a decline. Mdagline because they conform to the fashion of
the world and the way of the world is not the waysod. Does not James say, “Know you not that the
friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whoseetherefore will be a friend of the world is the e
emy of God”? Others wander because they get ihtmiihpany, among witty people or clever people, or
hospitable people who are not gracious people. Saciety is dangerous. People whom we esteem, but
whom God does not esteem, are a great snarevérysperilous to love those who love not God. He
shall not be my bosom friend who is not God’s fdefor | shall probably do him but little servicada
he will do me much harm. May the grace of God pnéw@ur growing cold from any of these causes
and may you be able to say, “I have not declined.”

One more sentence remaifideither have | gone back from the commandmentisflids”’—that is
to say, as Job had not slackened his pace, so lesslhad he turned back. May none of you ever go
back. This is the most cutting grief of a pastattbertain persons come in among us and even amme t
the front, who after a while turn back and walkmore with us. We know, as John says, “They went
out from us, but they were not of us; for if theadrbeen of us, they would no doubt have continuéd w
us; but they went out, that they might be made feanthat they were not all of us.” Yet what anguts
causes when we see apostates among us and knowdbei. Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any
of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing frahe living God. Let Lot’s wife be a warning. Season
your souls with a fragment of salt from that piléard it may keep you from corruption.

Remember that you can turn back, not only fromttedl commandments and so become an utter
apostate, but there is such a thing as backiniggiescommandments. You know the precept to be,righ
but you cannot face it—you look at it, and looktaand look at it, and then go back, back, baokfit,
refusing to obey. Job had never done so. If it @ad’s command, he went forward to perform it. ltyma
be that it seems impossible to go forward in théh md duty, but if you have faith, you are to go on
whatever the difficulty may be. The slave was righio said, “Massa, if God say, ‘Sam, jump through
the wall, it is Sam’s business to jump and Godrkvto make me go through the wall.” Leap at itade
friends, even if it seem to be a wall of graniteadGwill clear the road. By faith the Israelites wen
through the Red Sea as on dry land. It is oursotvklat God bids us, as He bids us, when He bids us
and no hurt can come of it. Strength equal to @y shall be given, only let us cry, “Forward!” and
push on.

Here just one other word. Let us take heed toetwes that we do not go back, for going back is
dangerous. We have no armor for our back, no pemigrotection in retreat. Going back is ignoble
and base. To have had a grand idea and then tdoagk from it like a whipped cur is disgraceful.
Shame on the man who dares not be a Christian. &neers and ungodly men point at the man who
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put his hand to the plow and looked back and wasvwoathy of the kingdom. Indeed, it is fatal. Foet
Lord has said, “If any man draw back, My soul shelve no pleasure in him.” Forward! Forward!
though death and hell obstruct the way, for backwsamdefeat, destruction, despair. O God, grardafus
Your grace that when we come to the end of lifemay say with joy, “I have not gone back from Your
commandment.” The covenant promises perseveringegaad it shall be yours—only look you well
that you trifle not with this grace.

There is the picture which Job has sketched. Htang on the wall of your memory and God help
you to paint after this old master, whose skillisivalled.

Il. Secondly, let us take a peep behind the wall tche@eJob came by this character. Here we note
Job’s HOLY SUSTENANCE, “I have esteemed the worflslis mouth more than my necessary food.”

First, thenGod spoke to JolDid God ever speak to you? | do not suppose adbahsingle page of
inspired writing. Probably he had not even seenfitisé books of Moses. He may have done so, but
probably he had not. God spoke to him. Did He eperak to you? No man will ever serve God aright
unless God has spoken to him. You have the Bibte@od speaks in that book and through it—but
mind you, do not rest in the printed letter withdigcerning its spirit. You must try to hear Godtce
in the printed letter. “God has, in these last dapoken unto us by His Son” but oh, pray that tlis
vine Son may speak by the Holy Spirit right intauydneart. Anything which keeps you from personal
contact with Jesus robs you of the best blessihg. Romanist says he uses a crucifix to help hineto
member Christ and then his prayers often stopetthcifix and do not get to Christ—and in the like
manner you can make an idol of your Bible by ugimg mere words as a substitute for God’s voice to
you. The book is to help you to remember God, bubu stick in the mere letter and get not to God a
all, you misuse the sacred Word. When the SpiriGotl speaks a text right into the soul, when God
Himself takes the promise or the precept and sénddh living energy into the heart—this is that
which makes a man have a reverence for the Wordfedis its awful majesty, its divine supremacy,
and while he trembles at it he rejoices and goesdal to obey because God has spoken to him. Dear
friends, when God speaks, be sure that you have epes to hear, for oftentimes He speaks and men
regard Him not. In a vision of the night, when deégep falls upon men, God has spoken to His proph-
ets, but now He speaks by His Word, applying the heart with power by His Spirit. If God speaks b
little to us, it is because we are dull of heariRgnewed hearts are never long without a whisen fr
the Lord. He is not a dumb God, nor is He so faayathat we cannot hear Him. They that keep His
ways and hold His steps, as Job did, shall hearyro&idis words to their soul’s delight and profit.
God’s having spoken to Job was the secret of msistently holy life.

Then note thatvhat God had spoken to him, he treasuredH says in the Hebrew that he had hid
God’s Word more than ever he had hidden his nepe$sad. They had to hide grain away in those
days to guard it from wandering Arabs. Job had lmere careful to store up God’s Word than to store
up his wheat and his barley, more anxious to pvesére memory of what God had spoken than to gar-
ner his harvests. Do you treasure up what God halses? Do you study the Word? Do you read it? Oh,
how little do we search it compared with what wegtttuto do. Do you meditate on it? Do you suck out
its secret sweets? Do you store up its essenceeasdather the life-blood of flowers and hoardhert
honey for winter food? Bible study is the metaltthekes a Christian. This is the strong meat orckwhi
holy men are nourished. This is that which makeshibne and sinew of men who keep God’s way in
defiance of every adversary. God spoke to Job abdréasured up His words.

We learn from our version of the text tllat lived on God’s Word-he reckoned it to be better to
him than his necessary food. He ate it. This iar@nvhich some do not understand—eating the Word of
the Lord. Some look at the surface of the ScriguBome pull the Scriptures to pieces without mercy
Some cut the heavenly bread into pieces and sheiv ¢leverness. Some pick it over for plums, like
children with a cake. But blessed is he that makieis meat and drink. He takes the Word of Gobéo
what is, namely, a word from the mouth of the Eaéand he says, “God is speaking to me in thisland
will satisfy my soul upon it. | do not need anytipibetter than this, anything truer than this, amgh
safer than this, but having got this, it shall &id me, in my heart, in the very bowels of my.life
shall be interwoven with the warp and woof of mynige’

But the text adds that he esteemed it more thenduessaryood. Not more than dainties only, for
those are superfluities, but more than his necedsad and you know that a man’s necessary foa is
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thing which he esteems very highly. He must hav8Mhat? Take away my bread?” says he, as if this
could not be borne. To take the bread out of a poam’s mouth is looked upon as the highest kind of
villainy—but Job would sooner that they took thedd out of his mouth than the Word of God out of
his heart. He thought more of it than of his neagsfood and | suppose it was because meat would on
ly sustain his body, but the Word of God feedsgbel. The nourishment given by bread is soon gone,
but the nourishment given by the Word of God abidass and makes us to live forever. The natufal i

is more than meat, but our spiritual life feedsyogat even nobler than itself, for it feeds on theal of
heaven, the person of the Lord Jesus. Bread istswele hungry man, but we are not always hungry
and sometimes we have no appetite. But the beGibdfs Word is that he who lives near to God has
always an appetite for it and the more he eats thiel more he can eat. | confess | have often fexhu
God’s Word when | have had no appetite for it, luntiave gained an appetite. | have grown hungry in
proportion as | have felt satisfied—my emptinessnsed to kill my hunger—but as | have been revived
by the Word | have longed for more. So it is wnitéBlessed are they that hunger and thirst aftgtys
eousness, for they shall be filled’—and when theyfdled they shall continue to enjoy the beneadict

for they shall hunger and thirst still though filevith grace. God’s Word is sweeter to the tastath
bread to a hungry man and its sweetness nevetesatihough it dwells long on the palate. You canno
be always eating bread, but you can always feeth@iVord of God. You cannot eat all the meat that i
set before you—your capacity is limited that wayl amone but a glutton wishes it otherwise. But oh,
you may be ravenous of God’s Word and devour iaadl yet long for more. You are like a little mouse
in a great cheese and you shall have permissieaittdt all, though it is a thousand times greatant
yourself. Though God’s thoughts are greater tham yboughts and His ways are greater than your
ways, yet may His ways be in your heart and yoarthe His ways. You may be filled with all the lful
ness of God, though it seems a paradox. His fudlieegreater than you amdl His fullness is infinitely
greater than you, yet you may be filled with ak tiullness of God. So that the Word of God is lvette
than our necessary food—it has qualities whichraoessary food has not.

No more, except it be this—you cannot be holy,brsthren, unless you do in secret live upon the
blessed Word of God—and you will not live on it @ss it comes to you as the WarfdHis moutht is
very sweet to get a letter from home when you areay. It is like a bunch of fresh flowers in t@n
time. A letter from the dear one at home is as mheard over the water. But half a dozen words from
that dear mouth are better than a score of pagesaantiscript, for there is a sweetness about thie loo
and the tone which paper cannot carry. Now, | wami to get the Bible to be not a book only, but a
speaking trumpet through which God speaks from @faou so that you may catch the very tones of
His voice. You must read the Word of God to thid,efor it is while reading, meditating and studying
and seeking to dip yourself into its spirit thaséems suddenly to change from a written book anto
talking book or phonograph. It whispers to you laurtders at you as though God had hidden Himself
among its leaves and spoke to your condition, asgh Jesus, who feeds among the lilies, had made th
chapters to be lily beds and had come to feed tiAate Jesus to cause His Word to come fresh frosn Hi
own mouth to your soul and if it is so and you thus in daily communion with a personal Christ, my
brethren, you will then with your feet take holdoapHis steps. Then will you keep His way. Then will
you never decline or go back from His commandmdnis,you will make good speed in your pilgrim
way to the eternal city. May the Holy Spirit dabhg with you. May each of you live under His sacred
mist and be fruitful in every good word and workn@n and amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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