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A SERMON
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Teach me to do Your will; for You are my God.”
Psalm 143:10.

THIS is a prayer about doing, but it is perfectlge from legal taint. The man who offered it had no
idea of being saved by his doings, for in the sdceerse of the psalm he had said, “Enter not into
judgment with Your servant: for in Your sight shai man living be justified.” This is not the prays
a sinner seeking salvation, for salvation is nodbing the will of God but by believing in Chridt.is
the prayer of the man who is already saved and lvelirog saved devotes himself to the service of God
and wishes to be taught in the fear of the Loraddh me to do Your will, O God.”

The connection leads us to make the remark thatdDaoked upon the doing of God’s will as his
best escape from his enemies. He speaks of his metsecutors. He declares that though he looKed al
around he could find none who would help him. Therprays, “Teach me to do Your will; for You are
my God.” And depend upon it, the surest way to psdeom harm is to do no ill. If you are surrounded
by those who would slander you, your best defease blameless life, and if many are watching for
your halting and maliciously desiring your fall,yrcsafety lies in holiness. The very best prayer gan
pray for your own protection is, “Teach me to dou¥will.” If you do right, none can harm you.

This prayer was suggested by the perplexity ofpgamist’'s mind. He was overwhelmed and did
not know what to do and therefore he cried, “Temehto doYourwill, O God,” He had come to a place
where many roads met and he did not know which fmathke and so he prayed God to guide him in the
way appointed. | commend this prayer to all who rbaysorely puzzled and anxious. You have exer-
cised your own judgment and you have, perhaps,utiastoo much with friends and yet your way
seems entirely blocked up, then resort to God Witk as your heart’s prayer, “Teach me to do Your
will; for You are my God.”

May the Spirit of God now bless us while we operthis short prayer that we may be helped to un-
derstand it and use it. First, we will speak ugfmprayerand then, secondly, upon its answer.

|. And first, THE PRAYER ITSELF—Ilet us notice its clhater.

It is aholy prayer “Teach me to do Your will.” The man who utterssttanguage desires to be free
from sin, for sin can never be God’s will. Under ¢cicumstances whatever may | do wrong and fancy
that | am doing God’s will therein. | have readaof extremely poor man who wanted fuel for the fiore
his children and the text came to his mind, “Alintls are yours.” Armed with this text, he thoughkt h
would take a little wood from his neighbor’s woolépbut, very happily there came to his mind another
text, “You shall not steal.” He was quite clear abi's meaning and so he left the wood alone, leut h
recollected afterwards how that text had savedfrom a great transgression. Depend upon it, whateve
circumstances or impressions may seem to sayhevsr God’s will that you should do wrong. There
are devil’s providences as well as God’s providen®éhen Jonah wanted to go to Tarshish, he found a
ship going there and | dare say he said, “How plewiial!” Yes, but no providence can ever be an ex-
cuse for sinning against God. We are to do riglttherefore we pray, “Teach me to do Your will.”

It is ahumble prayer-the prayer of a man of deep experience and yetlfdhat and perhaps be-
cause of that, a man who felt that he needed tegds to every step he should take. When you do not
want teaching, brother, it is because you are tiopi¢ to learn—you may depend upon that. It is anly
very young lady fresh from a boarding school whe tfanished her education,” and it is only a great
fool of a man who thinks that he can learn no mdtese who know themselves best and know the
world best, and know God best, always have the dowwughts of themselves. They have no wisdom
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of their own except this—that they are wise enotgyfiee from their own wisdom and say to the Lord,
“Teach me to do Your will.” This is a holy prayencha humble prayer and commends itself to every
holy and humble heart.

It is, dear friends, docile prayer—the prayer of a teachable man. “Teach me to da Yalli” It is
not merely, you see, “Teach me your will,” but, &6& me to do it.” The person is so ignorant that he
needs to be taught how to do anything and everythfiou may tell a child how to walk, but it will ho
walk for all that. You must teach it to walk. Yowst take it by the arms as God did Ephraim. He,says
“| taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by thesims,” just as a nurse teaches her little onesachie
me to do.” Lord, it is not enough that You teach n@ad and teach my heart, but teach my hands and
my feet. “Teach me to do Your will.” Such a supptigs docile and ready to learn.

It is anacquiescent prayealso, which is a great thing in its favor. “Teauale to do Your will—not
mine. | will put my will to the side.” He does nsay, “Lord, teach me to do part of Your will, thesrt
which pleases me,” but all Your will. If there isyapart of Your will which | am not pleased witlorf
that very reason teach it to me until my whole sshdll be conformed to Your mind and | shall love
Your will, not because it happens to be pleasing because it is Your will. It is a prayer of rasagion
and self-abnegation and is, perhaps, one of theekighat the Christian can pray, though it mayl wel
befit the learner who stands for the first timevegdom’s door.

And then notice that it is believing prayer—“Teach me to do Your willfor You are my God.”
There is faith in God in this claim. “You are my @@e-and there is faith in God’s condescension that
He will act as a Teacher. Brethren, we have twétdaMve do not think God to be so great as He & an
we do not think God can be so little as He carvide.err on both sides and neither know His height of
glory nor His depth of grace. We practically sayhis trial is too menial. | will bear it without Hi.”

We forget that the same God who rules the stardesmends to be a Teacher and teaches us to do His
will. We heard once of a president of a great matiddo, nevertheless, taught in a Sunday school—it
was thought to be great condescension, but whiitigay of Him who, while He sits amid the choaok
angels and accepts their praises, comes down tbttischildren and teaches them to do His wilher
prayer before us is very precious, for it is hdlymble, docile, acquiescent, and believing.

Let us now notice what the actual request isolmgsny words it says, “Teach me to do Your will.”
So, brethren and sisters, it ispeactical prayer. He does not say merely, “Teach me to know Your
will’—a very excellent prayer that—but there argraat many who stick fast in the knowing and do not
go on to the doing. These are forgetful hearersgiging themselves. An ounce of doing is worthra to
of knowing. The most orthodox faith in the worl@ljtiis accompanied by an unholy life, will only-in
crease a man’s damnation. There must be the ygelginof the members and of the mind unto God in
obedience, or else the more we know the greatébeibur condemnation.

The psalmist does not say, “Lord, help me to &ddlut Your will,” though it is a very proper thing
to talk about and a very profitable thing to helaowt. But still doing is better than talking.tl§ were
w’s there would be more saints in the world than ttegee That is to say, if those whalk uprightly
would alsowalk uprightly, it would be well. But with many, thalk is better than the walk. Better a si-
lent tongue than an unclean life. Practical godknis preferable to the sweetest eloquence.

The prayer is, “Teach me to dour will.” There are some who long to be taught in all myss and
truly to understand a mystery aright is a greatilage, but their main thought seems to be to kiiosv
deep doctrines, the mysterious points. Many go jmmaphecy and a nice muddle they make when they
get there. We have had | do not know how many thsaf prophecy, each one of them more absurd
than the rest and so it will be, | fear, to the M@rend. Truly, it would be a good thing to undarsl
the prophecies and all knowledge, “and yet showtb lyou a more excellent way"—and that excellent
way is to live a life of humble, godly dependenaed faith and to show forth in your life the lovet
was in Christ Jesus. Lord, | chiefly long to knowu¥ will to do it—teach me that and | am content.

| have already said that this prayer asks thaimag do God’s will, not our own. Oh! how naturally
our heart prays, “Lord, let me have my own way.aflis the first prayer of human nature when ieis |
alone, “Who is the Lord that | should obey His &jicLet me have my own way.” That desire will
sometimes enter the Christian’s heart, though ehomvill not long remain there. We may be praying,
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“Lord, not my will, but Yours be done,” and yet thvicked, rebellious heart may be saying inside,t“Bu
do let it be my will, Lord. Do let it be my will.Still do we cling to self. May the Lord deliver &®m
Lord Will-He-Will, who is a terrible tyrant wherewée rules and may this be our prayer, “Teach me to
do Your will.”

We are not to ask to do other people’s will, tHowsgme persons are always slaves to the wills of
others. Whatever their company is that is what ey In Rome they do as Rome does—they try to ac-
commodate themselves to their family—they cannat tastand or be decided. They are ruled and gov-
erned, poor slaves that they are, by their conoestiThey fear the frown of man. Oh that they would
rise to something nobler and pray, “Lord, teachtmeéo Your will, whether it is the will of the grea
ones of the earth, or the will of my influentialeinds, or the will of my loud talking neighbors rot.
Help me to do Your will, to take my stand and s&y, for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
It is a blessed prayer. The more we look at itnttoge we see in it.

What does he mean by doing God’'s willdes he not mean, “Help me to do as Your Word bids
me”? For the will of God is put before us very plgiin His law and especially in that law as viewed
the hand of Christ. “This is the will of God, evear sanctification.” To serve Him devoutly and tvé
our neighbor as ourselves—this is the will of Gildy His Spirit help us. “Teach me to do Your wAll,
God.”

That will also takes the form girovidence Out of two courses equally right, we sometimesha
ask the question, “Lord, what is Your will hereiére is nothing immoral in either the one or theeot
and therefore our difficulty, and then we comehte Lord and say, “Here is a case in which Your law
does not guide me, otherwise | should decide a¢,0mat will You now show me what You will have
me to do?” In another case the will of God may bggested bypportunity Dear friend, the will of
God is that you should speak to that friend sittiegr you about soul matters. The will of God &t th
your unconverted servant should have your prayedsyaur instruction. God puts men in our way on
purpose that we may do them good. | have no dobbtever that many a Christian is made to go where
he would not choose to go and to associate witegperthat he would not wish to associate with on
purpose that he may be the means of taking lightdark places and of carrying life from God to dlea
souls. So if you pray this prayer, “Teach me tovaar will,” and carry it out, you will watch for quor-
tunities of serving the Lord.

The prayer seems, to me, to have all that comgragsnuch more.

But | would answer another inquirWhat is the intention of the prayer as to mannkr@oes not
say, “Lord, enable me to do Your will,” biiiTeach me to do Your will,” as if there were some pecaulia
way of doing it that had to be taught, as when angoman goes apprentice to acquire a trade. Lord, |
would put myself under indenture to Your grace tiatt may teach me the art and mystery of doing
Your will.

How, then, ought God’s will to be done?

It should be donghoughtfully A great many Christians are not half as constdeaa they should be.
We should go through life not flippantly like thetterfly that flits from flower to flower, but likehe
bee that stays and sucks honey and gathers sweetfst the hive. We should be seriously in earnest
and one point of earnestness should be—

“With holy trembling, holy fear,

To make my calling sure,

Your utmost counsel to fulfill,

And suffer all Your righteous will,

And to the end endure.”
Lord, help me to do Your will, seriously bendind aly soul to the doing of it, not trifling in Your
courts, nor making life a play, but loving You wah my understanding.

The Lord’s will should be donenmediately As soon as a command is known, it should be abeye
Lord, suffer me not to consult with flesh and blobthke me prompt and quick of understanding in the
fear of God. Teach me to do Your will as angelswllop no sooner hear Your word than they fly like
flames of fire to fulfill Your wishes.
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His will should by doneheerfully Jehovah seeks not slaves to grace His thronevddéd have us
delight to do His will, yes, His law should be iarcheart. Oh! brothers and sisters, you need tg pra
this, “Teach me to do Your will,” or else you williss the mark.

Teach me to do itonstantly Let me not sometimes be Your servant and theravey from You.
Keep me to it. Let me never weary. When the morniwages me, may it find me ready and when the
evening bids me rest, may | be serving You urfalllasleep.

Teach me to do it also, Lordniversally not some part of it, but all of it—not one of Yotom-
mands being neglected, nor one single part of nily tisk being left undone. | am Your servant. Make
me to be what a good servant is to her mistreggeckng none of the cares of the household. Mog |
watchful in all points.

Teach me to do Your wildpiritually, not making the outside of cups and platters ¢lbahobeying
You within my soul. May what | do be done with ally heart. If | pray, help me to pray in the Spilit.
| sing, let my heart make music unto You. When Itatking to others about Your name and trying to
spread the savor of Jesus, let me not do it in may strength or in a wrong spirit, but may the Holy
Spirit be upon me.

Teach me to do Your wilhtensely Let the zeal of Your house eat me up. Oh thaighithrow my
whole self into it.

This little prayer grows, does it not? Pray ipthiers and sisters, and may the Lord answer you.

Once again, there are necessary qualities whicmust seek if we would sincerely pray this prayer,
“Teach me to do Your will.” You must hawkecision of charactefor some never do God’s will though
they wish they did and they regret, they say, thay cannot—they resolve that they will and thére i
ends. O you spongy souls! Some of you are sadlgestgble. Whatever hand grips you can shape you.
Decision is needed, for you cannot do God'’s willess you know how to say, “No,” and to put your
foot down and declare that whatever may happenwjthunot turn aside from the service of your God.

If the Lord shall teach you to do His will, youllivalso needcourage The prayer virtually says,
“When my enemies ridicule me, teach me to do Youir When they threaten me, teach me to do Your
will. When they tempt me, teach me to do Your vilhen they slander me, teach me to do Your will—
to be brave with the bravery which resolves toldoright and leaves the issues with God.”

“Teach me to do Your will.” It means—Give mesignation,kill in me my self-hood, put down, |
pray You, my pride, make me willing to be anythorgo do anything You will.

It is a prayer that necessitatesmility. No man can pray it unless he is willing to stamga wash the
saints’ feet. “Teach me to do Your will.” Let me bedishwasher in Your kitchen if so | may glorify
You. | have no choice but that You be all in all.

It is a prayer, too, fospiritual life and much of it, for a dead man cannot do God’s Bihall the
dead praise Him? Shall they that go down to theipgt Him thanks? Oh, no, brothers and sisters, you
must be full of life if you are to do God’s will.o&e professors are not quickened one-third of the w
yet. | hope they have a measure of quickening,itbdbes not seem to have reached the extremities.
There may be a little quickening in the heart, iblias not quickened the tongue to confess Chrest,
qguickened the hand to give to Christ, or to work@rist. They seem to be half-dead. O Lord, fi# m
with life from the sole of my foot to the crown iy head, for how can | do Your will unless Your ISpi
it saturates me through and through, till everyspubk consecrated? | would be wholly Yours. “Teach
me to do Your will.”

[1. 1 will not detain you many minutes over the secpadt of our sermon in which we are to say a
little upon ITS ANSWER. There is the prayer, “Teank to do Your will.” Will it get an answer? Yes,
brethren, it will assuredly obtain an answer ofgeea

For, first,there is a reason for expecting fYou are my God.” Oh, yes, if we were asking tbfs
someone else, we might fear, but “You are my Gedi blessed argument because the greater supposes
the less. If God has given us Himself, He will giieteaching. It is also God’s way to teach, “Gaad
upright is the Lord, therefore will He teach traresgors in the way.” It is a quality of a good ntan
wish to make others good. It is supremely the ¢palf the good God to make others good. When |
think of what the Lord is, | am certain that He vié willing to teach me to do His will. Moreoveéie
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has promised to do it. “I will instruct you and ¢kayou in the way that you shall go. | will guideuwy
with My eye.” And, again, He is glorified by so dgj for it brings glory to God when His people do
His will. Therefore may | expect for all these reas that He will teach me to do His will.

Again, dear friendst needs to be answeretleach me to do Your will. Lord, there is nobogfio
can ever teach me Your will except You do it. IIhaver learn it by myself. This scholarship | kha
never pick up by chance. Lord, unless You hold as &nd teach me with Your supreme art, | shall
never learn to do Your will as | desire to learih ¥ou see, he turns away from every other teather
his God. He puts himself to school to God aloned Arere is the prayer, “Teach me to do Your wdk; f
You are my God.” Brother, you must have this teaghor else you will never do God’s will. No
strength of nature, no wit of nature can ever safto serve the Lord aright—you must be taught from
above.

There are many ways in which God gives His ansavéris prayer, “Teach me to do Your will.” We
have received one wonderful answer to it alreadyhbks giverdesus Christ to be our Examplehere is
no teaching like actual example. If you want towribe will of God, study the life of Christ.

The Lord is pleased to give us fainter copieshat same will of His in His saints. Read the sacred
biographies of the Scriptures. Watch ti@y livesof those who are among you, who live near to God,
and follow them so far as they follow Christ. Themg not complete copies—there are blots and blun-
ders—sitill, the Lord does teach young people bygibdly lives of their parents and He instructsadll
us by the biographies of devoted men and women.

Again, the Lord teaches us by every lineHi$ Wordand oftentimes when that Word is heard, or
carefully read, it comes home with great powehdoul and guides us in the way of life.

Moreover the Lord has a way of teaching usHiy own Spirit The Holy Spirit speaks in secret
whispers to those who are able to hear Him. Ibtsavery professing Christian that has the visitadiof
the Spirit of God in personal monitions, but thare saints who hear a voice behind them sayings“Th
is the way, walk in it.” God guides us with His eg®e well as by His Word. Opened eyes can see in a
moment what the Lord means. He lggntlemeans. His daily dealings in loving tendernessgaiides
to us. Every mercy is a star to pilot us to heaWéhen we are not willing to be guided so easily wilé
teach us byough meansThe Lord has a bit and a whip for those who rteedh. He will restrain us by
affliction and infirmity and sometimes chasten @sywsorely with losses, bereavements, depression of
spirit, and the like, but in some way or other Hd fhear the prayer for teaching, for it is a coaah
promise, “All your children shall be taught of therd.” Blessed are they to whom the teaching comes
sweetly and softly. It can be so if we are willitmghave it so, but surely if we will not be tengeglid-
ed, God will make us do His will as men compel blodlock to do their will when it is rebellions unde
the yoke and must be broken in. The Lord will hear prayer for instruction, but it may not be quite
the way we would have chosen.

One thing more. | trust we have, all of us whowrtbe Lord, prayed the prayer, “Teach me to do
Your will; for You are my God.” Now mind, my dearignd, mind that you do it sincerely and know
what you are doing because after offering suchtiigpe as this, you dare not go into sin. You canno
say, “Teach me to do Your will,” and then go offftovolous amusements or spend your evenings in
vain and giddy society, because that would be solémt mockery of God. “Teach me to do Your will,”
you say, and then get up and do what you know tddmn contrary to His mind and will—what defiant
profanity is this!

Again, do not offer this prayer with a reserve. it say, or mean, “Teach me to do Your will in all
points but one. There is a point in which | prayufaave me excused.” | am afraid that certain behev
do not want to learn too much. | have known themlike to read special passages of Scripture. Psrha
they trouble them doctrinally or as to the ordiremof the Christian faith, or as to matters of chutis-
cipline. If they do not paste those pages togethdride the obnoxious passage, yet they do not like
them opened too much. They would rather read awshsch looks more to their mind. But brother, if
you and a text have a quarrel, make up with itatliye You must not alter the text—alter your creed,
alter your life, alter your thought, God the Holgi® helping you—for the text is right and you are
the wrong. “Teach me to do Your will,” means, if weay it honestly, “I will search God’s book to
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know what His mind is.” Why, there are numbers ofi ywho join the church you were brought up to,
whatever it is. You do not take the trouble to exsras to whether your church is Scriptural or not.
This is a blind way of acting. This is not obeyitige will of God. Know what God’s book teaches.
Search the Scriptures. Many Christians believe \ilingit minister preaches becausepreaches it. Do
not believe a word of what | preach unless youfaaoit in the Word of God. “To the law and to the
testimony. If we speak not according to this wdnd because there is no light in us.” We areallifle
and though we teach as best we can and hope tlobte@ohes you much by us, yet we are not inspired
and do not pretend to be. Search the book of Gogbanown account and abide by what you find there
and by nothing else. Where the Bible leads, youbaend to follow and following its guidance you
shall not walk in darkness. Seek to know the wilod and when you know it, carry it out and priag t
Holy Spirit to take away the dearest idol you h&awewn—the thought that pleases you best—out of
your mind if it is contrary to the supreme will thfe eternal God. The Lord grant we may thus pray an
thus be heard.

Alas, unconverted people cannot pray after thieidmsof my text. They have, first of all, to beleev
in the Lord Jesus Christ before they can do theokihe Lord. May you all be led to believe in tBav-
ior and when you have so done, then may the Hoiyt$gad you to pray, “Teach me to do Your will;
for You are may God.”

The Lord bless you, for Christ’'s sake. Amen.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON
DEAR FRIENDS—I had joyfully expected to set out flome next Monday, but flights of letters
have come to warn me against returning while artidtemperature freezes our native land. Many mat-
ters make me anxious to see my dear home and ¢haurthsubmit to the loving advice of my deacons,
which has just reached me by telegram, and | stimdle in this warm retreat for another week, hoping
for a change of weather.

Yours heartily,

C. H. SPURGEON
Mentone, January 31, 1880

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THEHOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THISSERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUSCHRIST.

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermonsin Modern English,
and 574 Spanish trandlations, all free, visit:

WWW.SpUr geoNgems.orq
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