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“And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly,
He said unto him, You are not far from the kingdoof God.”
Mark 12:34.

THIS man began with Christ as a foe and he endedfasnd. It does not quite appear from Mark,
but it is plainly stated by Matthew that the scrdmked a question of the Savior, “tempting Him.” He
was therefore an enemy. Put the mildest senseik@oh the word “tempt,” and it will retain the @ef
an unfriendly testing. Yet nothing could be morartein the end than the verdict with which he com-
mended our Lord’s answer, “Well, Master, You haa& ghe truth.” Our Lord Jesus Christ has an al-
mighty power over men’s minds. He possesses itielgischarms by which He turns adversaries into
advocates. He has a secret key which fits the wafrtisman hearts and He can open that which seems
to be the most securely closed against Him. “Newan spoke like this man,” for in His voice, even in
His humiliation, there were traces of the eterredrde which of old spoke the primeval midnight into
noon.

It strikes me that this scribe was half-heartedhim work of tempting our Lord, even at the fidst.
should imagine him to have been a very superior amaangst his fellows, a man of greater light and
discernment than the rest and of greater abilitgtatement and discussion. Possibly for this chise
brother scribes selected him and put him forwarddk the testing questions. Now, it will sometimes
happen that a man is thrust forward by others tevdat he would never have thought of doing on his
own accord and quite unwillingly, he acts as thauthpiece of a set of people whom he half despises.
Our Lord Jesus Christ is a ready reader of humartdhiand He very soon discovers whether what a man
does is being done of himself or whether he ischaf®n by a power behind. He discerns the diffexenc
between the malicious adversary and the less gudtyim of circumstances. These words of mine may
be reaching persons, who have opposed a religiayement or fought against a gracious truth, not be-
cause they themselves would have done so if thdybkan left alone, but others have egged them on
and made use of them and thus they have been dnadniven into a false position. The people whom
they have been accustomed to lead have led them-teib often the fate of leaders. The circle ofahhi
they have been the center and the head has impdstsown apparent master and made him captive so
that he fights against that which, in his hearhb# suspects to be right. If, even now, he cowddsbt
free from his surroundings, he would side with tight. Friend, my blessed Master can read yourthear
and understand the pressure under which you amggattpray that as He reads your inmost soul He
may see what of good there remains among the edidaliver you out of the false and dangerous posi-
tion into which you have drifted. Jesus can set yght, my friend—can take you away from the entan-
glements of your surroundings, sever you from theke are making a tool of you, but who are at the
same time sinking you down to their own level. $esan bring you to be His own friend and lift yqu u
to His own standard so that you too shall be tremghon of everything that is good and true andlshal
go forward with Him as your Master, bearing Hisss@and looking to wear His crown.

Although the scribe in the narrative before usesped first under the aspect of an antagonist and
tried to tempt our Lord, yet before long the gréaacher had put him into such a mental conditien th
Jesus said of him, “You are not far from the kingdof God.” At this time | shall first noticthe com-
mendation which is here expressadd then, in the second place, | shall dwell fbitle while uponthe
guestion which is here suggestesuggested, | think, by no idle curiosity, but vergturally suggest-
ed—Did this man, who was so near to the kingdonuadly enter it or did he not?

|. May the Holy Spirit instruct and impress us whilest, we consider the COMMENDATION EX-
PRESSED—"You are not far from the kingdom of Goddm not going to use this text after the usual
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fashion. It has been made the heading of a catdlogaracters who are supposed to be not far frem t
kingdom of God. It is a very proper thing to addréspeful persons and to give descriptions of condi
tions about which there is much that is cheering) yat much to create anxiety, but the text itselésl
not deal with many cases, but with one whom Jesdged to be not far from the kingdom of God, of
whom it gives us such information that we see whywas thus spoken of. It speaks of one particular
individual, “You are not far from the kingdom of God,” and it talis that Jesus said this because He
saw that the scribe answered discreetly. We magy inithout fear of mistake that any man who would
answer as this man answered is not far from thgdam of God. Let us read his answer, “Master, You
have said the truth; for there is one God and tieerene other but He; and to love Him with all the
heart and with all the understanding and withfal $oul and with all the strength and to love leign-

bor as himself is more than all whole burnt-offgerand sacrifices.”

With care let us investigate this reply and sew Far it might be our own language. The first point
in which our Savior saw that the scribe was nofram the kingdom of God was this, the possessed
candorand possessed so much of it that he rose sugerjmarty considerations. He was a scribe and
naturally he took the side of the scribes and Bbkas, but still he was not so much a scribe anddelea
that he would follow them against the truth. Hetkeimself open to conviction and as soon as the Sav
ior had given a fitting answer to the questiondige not, as other Pharisees would have done, sieer
Him and continue still to pick fresh holes in Hsat, but like a candid man, he said, “Well, Mas¥au
have answered rightly.” And thus he did, as it weegparate himself from the unjust and bigotedypart
for whom he had been the temporary spokesman. tHeatideclare himself to be a disciple of Christ,
yet he gave the great Teacher His due and saidnofwhat he felt bound to say, namely, that He had
answered rightly. Now, my brethren, there is alwagme hope for a man who is candid and there is
more hope still of one who, being placed by circtamses amongst the bigoted and prejudiced, never-
theless, breaks away from bondage, keeps a cleaciemce, preserves his eye from total blindnass, i
willing to see light if light is to be had, andasxious to know the truth if the truth can be biuiuige-
fore him. It gives me great delight to meet witlelspersons, even though they confess that thegfare
skeptical turn of mind, when it is clear that threae ready to yield to evidence and are not merk-qui
blers. Time is wasted upon men who have made uprtheds or who have no minds to make up, but
inquirers are worth the trouble and those who adlinit right and truth when they see it are amomyg th
most hopeful of hearers. We do not wish peoplepenatheir mouths and shut their eyes and swallow
everything that we may like to give them, yet theuth ought to be open, or at least willing to be
opened, as well as the eye, or our service atdbpej feast will be a weary task. When hearersvile
ing to receive the truth as well as to examine withey hear, they are in a good state. They willardy
“prove all things,” which a great many will do, biley are ready also to “hold fast that which isdd
which some will not do. Among such persons wasstirie.

I will suppose that | am addressing one who has ierought up under a system which makes little
of Christ. Perhaps your form of religion makes mog€lhe priest and of sacraments, but it does apt s
much of the atonement of the Lord Jesus Christrélaee faiths which make more of human things than
of our divine Savior, the blessed Redeemer of ssmrand it may be that you profess one of these. Or
you may have up to now lived under a religion whichkes much of your good works and doings and
feelings and so on. It may be that the Lord wikklele you to rise superior to the influence of ceeed
education, and of association, and to say, “I avish to know God’s way of salvation. My desire as t
be guided by what the Lord has revealed. | am pegpi accept whatever is plainly taught in the 8lvVor
of God, even should it reverse all my former beliahd deprive me of my most cherished consolations.
With a sincere heart | ask enlightenment from tivend Spirit.” Now, when we meet with a man of that
kind and see him hearing the gospel, we may sdynof “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”
These are the kind of people who feel the forceuth and are converted to the faith of Jesus. dlaes
straightforward people, these hearty lovers of wiaich is good. The Savior called some men, “honest
and good ground,” and they were such even befersdld of the word fell upon them. Of course, even
this natural openness and sincerity of characté&ad’s gift, but assuredly these are the peoplenupo
whom the heavenly work takes most effect. Yourksiers, shufflers, players, make-believes, and men
without principle or heart are seldom convertedpéak from wide observation. | have seen scores of
blustering blasphemers who were downright in tipeafanity, brought to Jesus’ feet, but | do not re-
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member seeing a deceitful person brought therer Weaply lying character—I will not say that it is
beyond the power of grace to save him, but | val} ¢his, it is the rarest thing under heaven fomam
who has long been a liar to be converted. | wiyl sathing in the praise of human nature, nor girg a
reason for the absolutely free election of grace,still | notice that for the most part, thereaisort of
honest openness and freedom from trickery abowetinehom the Lord calls to Himself. | notice that
characteristic of the first fishermen apostles, wiere no doubt ignorant and weak, but they were as
transparent as glass and as free from guile asaNagh Even in their follies and their sins andrthe
blunders, they were always open-hearted and sgeneral, are those upon whom the Lord looks with
an eye of love. Tricksters come in like Judas,tbay go out again, for they are not of us. Theyeexp
ence no change from their association with godéresfrom their knowledge of truth, but would pick
the purse of Christ Himself and sell their Redeefaepieces of silver. Far otherwise is it with amnof
candid and thorough spirit, for he is glad to reedghe gospel and it soon displays its graciousgoomw
him. We may say of the candid man as Christ dithisf scribe, “You are not far from the kingdom of
God.”

A second point is, perhaps, even more clear. aa alsopossessed spiritual knowledde is a
great error to suppose that ignorance can do aryyéoyg good. There is a religion which prefers taeeha
ignorant people to deal with, but we have learredttuth of what Solomon said, “The soul without
knowledge, it is not good.” To be ignorant of thevlof God is to be far off from the kingdom, anc®®
ignorant of the gospel is also to be in a measareff from the kingdom, but this man knew the law
and knew it well. He had a spiritual appreciatidnt® range, meaning, and spirituality. Notice hbe/
puts it, for he puts it well. He says, “To love Gedh all the heart and with all the understandiagd
with all the soul and with all the strength—thistie first commandment.” Here we see, first, that h
mentionssincere lovejn the words, “to love Him with all the heart.” @as to be loved, not in name,
not with lip language, not with mere pretense, With the heart. God requires, by His law, the heart
obedience of His creatures. Next, the scribe putgMith all your understanding.” That is, God dpgss
and demands thatelligentlove of His creatures. He does not ask blind loithem—He desires them
to know something of Him and of His works and o$ idlaims upon them, so as to love Him because He
deserves their affection. The understanding muifyuand impel the affections. Then he puts itjthw
all your soul.” That is, with themotional nature Love God with feeling—not coolly—but with the
whole force of your feeling. Love Him with your dpéor soul-love is the soul of love. And then he
adds, “and with all your strength.” That is to seiensityis to be thrown into our love to God. We are
to serve Him with all our might and throw all oureggy into His worship. Thus he gives us, under fou
heads, a description of the kind of love which lne of God requires of us—sincere—"with all your
heart.” Intelligent—"with all your understandingémotional—"with all your soul.” Intense and ener-
getic—"“with all your strength.” This the scribe kmeand it was most valuable knowledge. Beloved,
when a man begins intelligently to grasp the doesiof the law and the gospel, when we perceive tha
he is no stranger to divine things, but that hegiaa a reason for his beliefs, and can state ttreath-
ers—although we dare not conclude because of tlosvledge that such a man is actually in the king-
dom of God, we may safely conclude that he is apfrbm it. Give us candor and let that candortbe a
tended with enlightenment and we are sure thapdissessor of these things is not far from the longd
of God.

A third point is more remarkable still, becausss ito be feared that hundreds of professed Canisti
are nothing like so near to the kingdom of heaveth&s man was. This scritkmew the superiority of
an inward religion over that which is extern&br he declares, “To love Him with all your heetmore
than whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” Thowsaat this hour are publicly teaching us that the-p
cipal point of religion is that you shall be dulydaproperly baptized and confirmed, and shall renty
and properly receive the sacrament. They lay stipes your receiving before you have your breakfast
and upon the breaker of the sacred bread having ddg touched on the head by a bishop and | do not
know what else of mere outward circumstance. Bdwkse been written about how the service is to be
performed and how it is not to be performed andeatgnoise has been made about a piece of bread
which was brought before a court of law. | beli@veery great dignitary has been so weak as taofgerti
that this baked dough has been “reverently constianed yet this is not a heathen country, nor are we
worshippers of fetishes! Great importance is attdcto the style of garment which should be worn by
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priests on Holy Monday or Good Friday. Colors vacgording to the almanac and the age of the moon.
| must confess | need all my gravity when | thirfkvestments and girdles and surplices and gowns be-
ing matters of serious discussion. Surely these gopes of superstition are far, very far from kinreg-

dom of God, which is not meat and drink, nor clotghinor posture, but righteousness and peace &nd jo
in the Holy Spirit. Their whole line of thought &ien to the mind of God who is a Spirit and must b
worshipped in spirit and in truth. In the whole imess of exhibition religion, what is there to camit

the soul? What can there be in it to please God@rliGod were a royal puppet, | could conceive i3f H
being pleased with ceremonial or if He were like tleathens’ idiotic deities, | could understand tha
mummeries, masquerades, postures, processions, @iz round-robins might please Him, but seeing
that He is God, the only wise, be it far from mealteam of such a thing. Such child’s play can sdgrc
be borne by full-grown men, but for that glorioughththat fills all immensity to be thought to berpa
ticular about the cut and color of a vestment setenmse to be little short of blasphemy. When thagh
was typical of the truth yet to be revealed, it waportant, but now that the true light has rised ¢e
shadows have departed, no such explanation ishp@s€lan it really be true that courts of law asd a
semblies of the church discuss the question of snemhing to the east or to the west when theypiay

it thought to be of some consequence how men 8&iralland twist and bend? What god is this that they
serve? What being is this that they adore? Ceytaiol Jehovah, the God of heaven, whom we worship,
for He “dwells not in temples made with hands,ttisato say, of this building, and He has abolishéd
rules save this—“They that worship Him must worsHim in spirit and in truth.” Only spiritual wor-
ship is worship and only as the heart adores dagsaécept the homage which is offered to Him. This
scribe knew that even whole burnt offerings, tho@yd had ordained them and they were therefore
right, and sacrifices, though the law had settleeht and they were therefore due, were nothing when
compared with loving God with all the heart andhnatll the soul. He expresses most plainly that “to
love God with all the heart is more than all whblent offerings and sacrifices.” And see how brgadl
he puts it, “All whole burnt offerings and sacré&’ put together. If they could slay all the bukeaip-

on a thousand hills and set Lebanon itself on fimaking it one huge altar upon which the holocaust
should smoke, and even if they should pour outsivé oil and side by side with it ran streams lobhl

of fat beasts, yet all would be nothing. Who hagineed this at their hands? The Lord’s demandsate

of this sort. “Sacrifice and offering You would rioWhat God asks is that we should love Him firkt o
all and our neighbor as ourselves. Now, a man wdsbodome so far as to shake off the superstition of
confidence in external worship is not far from #wegdom of God. He who knows that if saved it will
be by a spiritual change and not by going to agtafovorship, not by repeating prayers, not byijan

a church, not by being baptized, not by takinggaerament, knows more than many, and he who also
knows that loving God with all his heart is an dbsly necessary evidence of his being a child ofl G
and longs to feel that love, is not far from thagdom. A sense of the value and necessity of sglrit
religion is a most hopeful sign. | do not say tihas a sure sign of saving grace, but | am suie & to-

ken of being very near the kingdom. Oh that the nvanld take the one step which is now needed by
turning his knowledge into practice! Oh that he VWddaelieve with all his heart and live!

Another point is manifest in this man’s confessiba saw very plainly the supremacy of God over
the whole of our manhoodt was clear to him that there was but one Gadl that man was made on
purpose to be one and undivided in His servicepekeeived that man should love, honor, and serve
that one God with all his heart, with all his uretanding, with all his soul, and with all his sigém Do
you know that, dear friend? Come now, if you aré asaved man, | will ask you—do you recognize
this to be true—that it is your bounden duty tovegyour God with all your heart and understanding a
soul and strength? Do you admit this? If you do ény@du are an honest man, you are not far from the
kingdom of God, because honest men earnestly ead&apay their debts, and when they find that they
cannot, they are distressed. If you are in distodsnind because you cannot meet your obligations t
God, then you are not far from the kingdom. | regoin your discovery of shortcoming, failure, and-i
bility, for these lie near that hearty penitencachhs the sister of saving faith and the sure ldeo&joy
and peace. When a man feels his own inability tcasidie ought, when he trembles before the law
which, nevertheless, he honors and admits to leaj right, then he is not far from self-renunioiat
and from accepting that matchless righteousnesshatgsus Christ has come to bring. A consciousness
of the supremacy of the sovereignty of God oversasthat He ought to have every thought, every
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breath, every pulse is the work of the Spirit, whereby convicts us of sin and it is a sweet sifjn o
dawn in the once darkened soul. Admit that God btmbe heartily loved and you are not far from-lov
ing Him. Feel that you are guilty for not lovingcathe seeds of love are in your heart.

Once more only. Although this hopeful scribe retrgd the value of spiritual religion and the need
of heart-work and of the heart being wholly giverGod,yet he did not despise outward religion so far
as it was commanded of Gdde says that to love God is better than whole bofferings and sacrific-
es—which was an admission that these things wevd gotheir places. He was no rejecter of ceremo-
nies which are commanded because of the supenstifiavill-worshippers who invent ceremonies. We
are not to give up the baptism of believers becadigdbe unscriptural rite of infant sprinkling, nty
forsake the Lord’s Supper because of the popishssm#@rdinances of God are good in their places and
what is to be dreaded is the perversion of therthhysting them into the place of better and more im
portant matters. Thus the scribe showed a welldgaih mind all round and proved himself not far from
the kingdom of God.

My dear friend, are you prepared to lay hold & thuth wherever you find it? Are you prepared to
break away from party ties and family prejudices@ pou prepared to believe that the inward and spir
itual part of religion is infinitely superior to ¢hexternal part of it, be it right or be it wron® you also
admit the divine supremacy of God and His righyda in all respects? And are you willing to take or
dinances, such as He has ordained, in their pladenat out of it? Then, if all these things areyau,
your character resembles that of this scribe, admlesus said, “You are not far from the kingdom of
God.” | am right glad to meet with you, for you aret far from submitting to the divine authoritypee
you are already found admitting its right to yourust you are not far from entering into the reaim
spiritual religion, for you already value it. Youeanot far from the privilege of being wholly renegvin
heart since you see the need of it. How glad Iz you should be now listening to the gospel! Hieapp
still shall I be if God shall help me to say thghti word to you at this good hour. The Lord sehd it

I1. Our second point is THE QUESTION SUGGESTEIs man came so near to the kingdom,
did he ever enter it®We do not know. If anybody were to assert that igendt, | should be ready to
guestion his statement. If anybody were to dedlaa€ he did, | should at once demand his authdoity
the assertion. We receive no information from thagbures and it is always better, where the Wdrd o
God is silent, to be silent ourselves. We shoutd abserve another very good rule if you have dggu
of a man’s state and know but little of it, alwgydge it favorably. Judges usually give a prisoimer
benefit of the doubt and when a man is not a pasowhen he has come so far towards grace as this
scribe, let us at any rate hope that he did enterthe kingdom.

| see no reason why he should not have donansbthat is my first answer to the question. He
should have done so. Having come so far, there wetey doors by which, God’s Spirit being with
him, he might have entered into the kingdom. | méaors of thought by which the Holy Spirit would
readily have led his candid mind into the faithGifrist. | will show you one. There was in later rgea
another scribe, a rabbi—you will recollect his narveho said, “I consent unto the law, that it is gpod
but | see another law in my members, warring agaeslaw of my mind and bringing me into captivity
to the law of sin which is in my members. O wrettimean that | am! Who shall deliver me from the
body of this death? | thank God, through JesussChbur Lord.” You see the process of thought. & is
very simple one. This scribe sees the law of Gobet@ spiritual law, demanding the obedience of his
heart, his understanding, his soul, and his strerijhe had thought awhile, he would, as a camakuah,
have said, “I have not kept this law. What is mdreannot keep it. If | try to keep it, | find sotheng
within me against which | struggle, but which, nekeless, brings me into captivity to another law—a
law of selfishness, a law of sin.” Then, as a maxiaus to be right, he would have said, “How cdrel
delivered? Oh that | might be set free to keeplaiaeof God! | cannot abide in this bondage. | ouight
keep this law. | shall never be happy till | lovedwith all my heart, for He ought to be so loved &
perceive that there can be no heaven to a heachvdaes not love God intensely, for this is on¢hef
essentials of peace and rest. How can | get aint®uch a condition as that, if he had heard tees
invitation of our Lord, “Come unto Me, all you thiabor and are heavy laden and | will give you,fest
would he not have leaped at the sound? Do youa®tie simple doorway for such a man as that to be-
come a Christian? He had come so far that sureghbald come a little farther. Let us trust thatick
At any rate, if any of you have come so far, maydGaweet Spirit lead you to take those other steps
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and to enter into the kingdom, submitting to thestxsovereignty of Prince Immanuel, whose scepter i
of silver and whose servitude is an honor and lieto all His subjects.

That is one door; now follow with me another traSkippose this man had really loved God with all
his heart and understanding and soul and strengthihot say perfectly, for that would be suppagin
an impossibility—but supposing that he had trulg amcerely loved God, he could not have been an
hour in the company of the Lord Jesus without fepthe deepest union of heart to Him. Would he not
have exclaimed, “This man, too, loves God withri heart”? He must have perceived it, for the zeal
which Christ had for the Father was immeasurablashed in every gleam of His eye. It tinctureg-e
ry word that fell from His lips. Jesus lived for G&and glorified the Father with all His heart amdls
and any person who truly loved God would soon haexceived that fact. “Ah!” he would have ex-
claimed, “here is one who loves God better thaa.IHkre is one who honors God more than | do. Here
is one who is more consecrated, more devoted, gmdéke than | am.” By that door he would have
been led to admiration of Jesus, to communion With, and ultimately to belief in Him as the Messi-
ah. Let us hope that the scribe was so led, fomtdngis plain enough. At any rate, if God in Hiacg
has led any man here to love the Father, | am pdesluthat he will love the Son, for he that lovési H
that begat, loves Him also that is begotten of Hify. hearer, you are certainly not far from the king
dom of God if you have come so far as to love Gaan though you know little as yet of His only-
begotten Son. God help you to take that one otker s

Here is another door. You notice that he said tinddve God was more than all burnt offerings and
sacrifices. Now, suppose that with that in his minel had sat down and said, “This loving God is the
main thing. Why, then, is the law encumbered wiilmb offerings and sacrifices? If they really antet
rior to the moral precepts and especially to thetspl precepts, why are they there at all?” Thémnk
he would have seen that they must be there foirdusih purpose. And suppose he had begun to tdy an
read the meaning of the paschal lamb, or of thi d&mnb, or of the sin-offering? Why, | think if he
turned to that blessed fifty-third chapter of I$agéand began to read it in order to understandahgfi-
es of the old law, it would have happened to hinit d&d to the eunuch when Philip opened to him the
Scriptures—he would have seen Jesus in them alnitis have seen Him. And if you, dear friend, have
come to see the right place of gospel ordinanaesi¢ih candidly searching out their meaning, youehav
seen that their whole teaching is Christ Jesussdkséfice for sin. There is nothing in the twoargos-
pel ordinances but Christ. Christ’'s sufferings, tdedurial, and resurrection set forth in baptism.
Christ’'s death set forth until He comes at the camion table—Ilife given us by our Savior's death and
life sustained by the same means. Jesus is thedidtlg ordinances of the Old Testament and thé sou
of those of the New. If you are but candid enoumllésire to push through the veil and get at thé re
meaning of every outward ordinance, you will sesudebefore long.

There is another road by which the scribe mighvehaeen led to the Savior. Think again. Suppose
that he had continued to glow and burn with lovéstmd. As that love grew, the understanding would
also become enlightened with it and the soul woislel towards God. You know why that would be? It
must be because the Holy Spirit was in the manmdoman loves God or strives to love God with &l h
heart and understanding and soul and strength witihere being, in secret and unknown to him, a di-
vine power at the back impelling him in that difent Now, do you think that the Holy Spirit would
thus work in the man and not reveal Christ to himHis salvation? | cannot believe it. | am persghd
that, coming as that man did under the gospel ois€lhe would be, by his candor, by his love ofdGo
by the influence of the divine Spirit, in such atetof mind that, as when sparks fall upon drydmd
they ignite at once, so would the words of Jesllsufeon a mind prepared of the Spirit of God. That
scribe was therefore not far from the kingdom ofiGodo hope that there are some such hearts fgresen
at this hour. Some of you, | trust, can say, “Cét thhad Christ! | would give my eyes for Him.”ybu
mean that, why do you not have Him? He is to befbadothing. “Oh,” says another, “I would die if |
might have Him and be saved.” Why not live and &eed? “Oh, but | would give anything.” Why not
leave off the idea of giving and take freely whasus presents to you? But yet that very desire of
yours—that longing of yours—proves that you are faotfrom the kingdom of God. My heart’s desire
is that as you have come so far, you may now Weldselves up to Jesus. That is the way of salwatio
have done with self-salvation and let Jesus saue When a man is in the water, if he kicks andgstru
gles, he will drown, but if he lies still, he wilbat. When another comes to help, if he will bespeae,
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he will be saved, but all that he can do will hintles deliverance. Be passive in the hands of Cltiliis

He gives you life to be active with. Be nothing dedHim be everything. Trust Him wholly and alone.
Drop into His arms and let Him bear the weight ofiysins and sorrows and it shall not be said of yo
any longer that you are not far from the kingdonmGaid, but it shall be sung on earth and in heaven,
“He has returned to the Shepherd and Bishop oisgldry be to God!”

Still, as | have said, there is the dark suppasithatperhaps the scribe never did enter the kingdom
He may have been so near to the kingdom and yetayehave lacked the one thing necessary. If it were
so, it was a grievous fact and all we can do note igrofit by it. What could have been the reasdy w
he did not enter the kingdom? | cannot tell, wewso little of him, but if we might infer from thdtle
we do know, | should suppose that if he did noeeritwas from the unworthy motive of being swayed
by his fellow men. We judged that when he camehadstto put the question, he came not of his own
mind and motion. We began by thinking that he sekhadf-hearted in his opposition and that so he the
more readily turned from a questioner into a caradichirer. It is, however, just possible that betimg
spokesman for others, he had grown fond of taknegé¢ad. And if he did not really enter the kingdom
it may have been because he would have lost hig ptathe front rank of the scribes and Phariseds a
this was too great a price to pay for truth antitegusness. | have known a man deeply impresséd wit
religious things and feeling his way aright, bulithe company of half a dozen whom he met in the
evening, of whom he was the leading spirit, hav@iced to hold him in bondage. They invite him to
come again. They miss his genial society, his f@stsong, his merry talk. He cannot face it out sl
them that he has a call elsewhere, a call to nabiegs. He has not the resolute will to lead theran-
other direction and dreads even to make the attdrgtvants to be the leading man and so he gives up
what his conscience suggests to him rather tharb@dhe leader of men whom, in his heart, he must
know to be unworthy of such homage. In his own mtedthinks them fools, but still he is afraid that
they should think him so and therefore he becomgreater and guiltier fool than they. Oh, that fefr
men, that fear of men! You may meet with here dete a man of the better sort who begins to feel,
“Yes, there is the light there—light worth havindde breaks away from his party and its surroundings
and for a while is eager for the truth, which he half discovered, but he fears the cold shouldechv
society would give him, dreads the jeer of “Sirddtand the sneer of “My Lord.” The half-opened eye
is closed with saddest determination from feartbepchildren of darkness who would mock at its bet
ter sight. This is a sight which might make an &ngeep. Jesus is sold, but not for so much as etink
in the hand of Judas. He is bartered for a foatidesand for the company of the vain and frivoloahk.
me, that ever the sun should behold so dread & 8igfititudes who know the truth and are not famr
the kingdom of God, nevertheless, never enterdabse of the fear of man, the love of approbatios,
horror of being laughed at and jested at. With stitthfetters, immortal souls are bound for exemuiti
and held back from everlasting blessedness. TBesemething very beautiful about many a young man
of inquiring mind and if you could transplant himdaset him in another soil, you might make some-
thing of him, but not in that shop where all hidde's would make him the butt of their mirth if kneere
really a Christian, not in that work room wheretak artisans would swear and chaff if he weretbut
avow his half-formed convictions. Want of couragant of self-denial, is that fatal flaw which ruins
what otherwise would have been a gem in the Redésromwn. All brave hearts mournfully pro-
nounce that he is justly lost who is not bold efot@own his Savior and the truth—

“I had as life not be, as live to be

In awe of such a thing as | myself.”
Afraid of another man! Am | then myself a man? @r Bbut the mere mockery of manhood? Oh, sirs,
let your manhood come to the rescue. God grantgyace to say, “What can it matter to me what men
say as long as | am right?” They cannot break bewvigstheir jests, and if they did, there have been
Christians who have not only suffered the breakihtheir bones, but the burning of their whole lexdi
for Christ's sake sooner than deny His sacred daiwhat did Jesus say? “He that loses his lifévgr
sake shall find it.” He who, to gain the whole vehnivould keep back a solitary truth, is a hugerdse
his pains. He is mean and base and not worthy toubgbered amongst those who follow the Lamb
wherever He goes. Oh! if | speak to one who hesstdet me remind him that however it may look to-
night to be a daring step to be decided for Chitistjll look very differently soon when the greatm-
pet shall sound and ring over earth and sea andehe shall rise and the judgment seat shall banskt
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the great white throne shall be unveiled. Thenilit ve seen to be a far more desperate daring hy de
the Lord even to save life itself. What will thewards do in that day who, to please men, forsoek th
Lord? What will they do who suppressed truth ariiest conscience when the Shepherd begins to di-
vide the goats and the sheep from each other?wtest, will they do who find themselves driven with
the goats, though once they half decided to be ewnedbwith the sheep? They were near the fold, but
never entered. What will they feel when He shayi, SBepart! Depart! | know you not. You knew not
Me in the day of My humiliation. You were ashamédv/ in the world. You blushed at My name. You
covered up what was in your conscience in ordewtod man’s laughter and rebuke. You knew not Me
and now | know not you. Depart! Depart!” In proport to the light against which you have shut your
eyes will be your horror when that light shall loligou into eternal night. In proportion to the @nte
which you have done to your consciences will beténeor which your awakened conscience will work
in you. In proportion to the nearness of the kimgdeithin which you came shall be the dreadful dis-
tance to which you will be driven.
| was thinking that, if the Lord were to pay mertheir own coin, what an awful thing it would be i

those who are now not far from the kingdom werd tof the Lord, “You shall stay there forever. You,
who heard the gospel and did not accept it, magtwhere you are.” Halt sir! Not a step more! Cltse
the gates of heaven—you stop there! To hear itdarfosever and to gnash your teeth forever because
you cannot join in it! To hear the songs of théntepus, while you wail forever! To know the brigbss
of bliss, but to be in the black darkness forevarlbe within an inch of heaven and yet in hell! Tike
ing water flowing at your feet and yet your tongaeever parched! The bread of life near at hand and
yet you cannot eat! Oh, think of it! Eternally rfat from the kingdom! If you would not wish to be,s
oh, be not out of Christ another minute! May Go8jfsirit enable you to leap right away from your un-
decided condition into living faith and loving obexce to Christ—

“So near to the kingdom! Yet what do you lack?

So near to the kingdom! What keeps you back?

Renounce every idol, though dear it may be

And come to the Savior now pleading with thee.”

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON

DEAR FRIENDS—Nothing remains to report to you Imy hope of being in my own pulpit on
February 8. | beg you to join with me in thankghe healing Lord for this restoration. The Lordngs
down to the grave and raises up again, and to Hipraise forever.

It would be a great favor to me personally, andeans of good to many if the readers of the ser-
mons would aid in increasing their circulation. Yhee already very widely scattered, but if twibe t
number could be sent abroad, we might look for tmdfuit. After standing the test of twenty-five
years, the Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit may belgaed if it asks those who profit by the sermans t
introduce them to others.

May future discourses be fuller of unction and povand so may you, dear readers, reap a harvest
from my pains and sicknesses.

Yours ever heatrtily,

C. H. SPURGEON
Mentone, January 22, 1880

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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