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NO. 1512

A SERMON
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And Ittai answered the king and said, As the Lolides and as my lord the king lives,
surely in what place my lord the king shall be, wther in death or life,
even there also will your servant be.”
2 Samuel 15:21.

Although the courage of David appears to have dailien when he fled from his son, Absalom, yet
certain other noble characteristics came out itidnt relief and among the rest, his large-hearésds
and his thoughtfulness for others. A man in suaesperate condition as he was must have earnestly
coveted many friends and have been anxious tardtam all, but yet he would not exact their sexsic
if they were too costly to themselves, and so he talttai, who appears to have been a Philistiae—
proselyte to Israel who had lately come to join DaWWVhy are you also going with us? You have new-
ly come to me and should | make you wander withimeay sorrows? Return to your place and abide
with the new king, for you are a stranger and aleeklay every blessing be upon you. May mercy and
truth be with you.” He did not send him away beeahs doubted him, but because he felt that he had
no claim to the great sacrifices which Ittai miglatve to make in attending his checkered fortuneso
not know what may become of me,” he seems to sy T do not want to drag you down with myself.
Should my cause become desperate, | have no wistvatve you in it and therefore with the best of
motives | wish you farewell.” | admire this gendtpsof spirit. Some men have great expectations—
they live upon their friends and yet complain tblaarity is cold. These people expect more fromrthei
friends than they ought to give. A man’s best fii®ion earth ought to be his own strong arms. Leafer
are parasitical plants—they have no root of thain-e-but like the mistletoe they strike root into ssm
other tree and suck the very soul out of it forrtlee&n nourishment. Sad that men should ever degrad
themselves to such despicable meanness! While gowhelp yourselves, do so, and while you have a
right to expect help in times of dire necessity,nmbd be everlastingly expecting everybody elsedo b
waiting upon you. Feel as David did towards Ittarattyou would by no means wish for services to
which you have no claim. Independence of spiridusebe characteristic of Englishmen. | hope it wil
always continue to be so and especially among r&mldf God.

On the other hand, look at Ittai, perfectly freegb, but in order to end the controversy oncefand
all and to make David know that he will not leavahhe takes a solemn oath before Jehovah, his God,
and he doubles it by swearing by the life of Datidt he will never leave him—in life, in death—he
will be with David. He has cast in his lot with hiior better and for worse and he means to be fditbf
the end. Old Master Trapp says, “All faithful fralsmwent on a pilgrimage years ago and none of them
have ever come back.” | scarcely believe that,llaum afraid that friends quite so faithful as Iliae as
scarce as two moons in the sky at once and youtrreglel over the edge of the world before you fibun
them. | think, however, that one reason why faitfttais have become so scarce may be because large
hearted Davids are so rare. When you tell a manythaexpect a good deal of him, he does not see it
Why should you look for so much? He is not yourtdebYou have closed at once the valves of his
generosity. But when you tell him honestly that ylmunot expect more than is right and that you ato n
wish to be a tax upon him, when he sees that yosider his welfare more than your own, that is the
very reason why he feels attached to you and cauatpleasure to serve such a generous-hearted man
You will generally find that when two people fallitoof friendship, there are faults on both sidégeh-
erous spirits are few, it may be because faithiehtls are rare and if faithful friends are scaicmay
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be because generous spirits are scarce, too. @edt as Christians, to live to serve rather tlabd
served, remembering that we are the followers Wlfaater who said, “The Son of Man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister.” We are not tgest others to serve us, but our life is to be spen
endeavoring to serve them.

| am going to use lttai's language for a furthergmse. If Ittai, charmed with David’s person and
character, though a foreigner and a strangerttatthe could enlist beneath David’s banner fa—
yes, and declared that he would do so then and,thesv much more may you and I, if we know what
Christ has done for us and who He is and what Herdes at our hands, at this good hour should we
pledge our fidelity to Him and vow, “As the Lord/dis, surely in whatever place my Lord and Savior
shall be, whether in death or life, even there alsl His servant be”?

And so | shall begin by noticing, firsty what form this declaration was made that we may learn
from it how to make the same declaration.

I. In what form and manner was this declaration mdt@as made, first, at a timghen David’s
fortunes were at their lowest eland consequently, it was made unselfishly, withibatslightest idea of
gain from it. David was now forsaken of everyboHys faithful bodyguard was all that he had on earth
to depend upon and then it was that Ittai casisidt with David. Now, beloved, it is very easyftd-
low religion when she goes abroad in her silveapars, but the true man follows her when she rags
and goes through the mire and the slough. To takeith Christ when everybody cries up His name is
what a hypocrite would do, but to take up with Ghwhen they are shouting, “Away with Him! Away
with Him!” is another matter. There are times inigththe simple faith of Christ is at a great distbu
At one time, imposing ceremonies are all the ragkeverybody loves decorated worship, and the pure
simplicity of the gospel is overloaded and encureberith meretricious ornaments. It is in such a sea
son that we must stand out for God’s more simpd@ ind reject the symbolism which verges on idola-
try and hides the simplicity of the gospel.

At another time the gospel is assailed by leanrgatisms and by insinuations against the autlwenti
ity and inspiration of the books of Scripture, vehilndamental doctrines are undermined, one by one,
and he who keeps to the old faith is said to bengktine age and so on. But happy is that man wkesta
up with Christ and with the gospel and with thehrwhen it is in its worst estate, crying, “If this
foolery, | am a fool, for where Christ is, therdlwbe. | love Him better at His worst than othatsheir
best and even if He is dead and buried in a sepul¢iwill go with Mary and with Magdalene and sit
over against the sepulcher and watch until He @ggsn, for rise again He will. But whether He lioe
die, where He is there shall His servant be.” Hent brave spirits, will you enlist for Christ wheis
banner is tattered? Will you enlist under Him widéis armor is stained with blood? Will you rally to
Him even when they report Him slain? Happy shall y&! Your loyalty shall be proven to your own
eternal glory. You are soldiers such as He lovdstoor.

Ittai gave himself up wholly to Davidzhen he was but newly come to hibavid said, “Whereas
you came but yesterday, should | this day makegmup and down with us?” But Ittai does not care
whether he came yesterday or twenty years agogebkargs, “Surely in what place my lord the king
shall be, whether in death or life, even there algbyour servant be.” It is best to begin the Shian
life with thorough consecration. Have any of yoofpssed to be Christians and have you never given
yourselves entirely to Christ? It is time that ywegan again. This should be one of the earliestsamf
our worship of our Master—this total resignationoofselves to Him. According to His Word, the first
announcement of our faith should be by baptismthadneaning of baptism, or immersion in water, is
death, burial, and resurrection. As far as thiswp@ concerned, the pledge is just this—“l am leenc
forth dead to all but Christ, whose servant | nowm &lenceforth let no man trouble me, for | beamy
body the marks of the Lord Jesus. The watermadnise from head to foot. | have been buried with
Him in baptism unto death to show that hencefotbkelbng to Him.” Now, whether you have been bap-
tized or not, | leave to yourselves, but in anyecadlsis must be true—that from now on you are ceatl
your life is hid with Christ in God. As soon as ewhrist is yours you ought to be Christ’s. “I any m
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Beloved’s” should be linked with, “My Beloved is n&,” in the dawn of the day in which you yield to
the Lord.

Again, Ittai surrendered himself to Dawid the most voluntary manneNo one forced lttai to do
this. In fact, David seems to have tried to persuaicth the other way. David tested and tried hint,Hau
voluntarily out of the fullness of his heart said/here, my lord, the king, is, there also shall $g&svant
be.” Now, dear young people, if you believe tha ttord Jesus Christ is yours, give yourselves up to
Him by a distinct act and deed. Feel that one granpdilse without needing pressure or argument, “The
love of Christ constrains me,” but do not wait #vé your duty urged upon you, for the more free the
dedication, the more acceptable it will be. | ahd that there is no wine so delicious as that wiiictvs
from the grape at the first gentle pressure. Tingdo you squeeze, the harsher is the juice. Weotlo n
like that service which is pressed out of a man @arthinly the Lord of love will not accept forcéd
bor. No, let your willinghood show itself. Say—

“Take myself and | will be

Ever, only, all for Thee.”
My heart pants after the service of her Lord. Witk same spontaneity which lIttai displayed, make a
solemn consecration of yourselves to David’s Lord.

| used a word then which suggests another poamaety, thatittai did this very solemnlyHe took
an oath which we Christians may not do and mayansh to do, but still we should make the surrender
with quite as much solemnity. In Dr. Doddridge’'RiSe and Progress of Religion in the Soul,” thera i
very solemn form of consecration which he recomrsgraing men to sign when they give themselves
to Christ. | cannot say that | can recommend dugh | practiced it, for | fear that there is sonieg of
legality about it and that it may bring the soubibbondage. | have known some write out a deeckdf d
ication to Christ and sign it with their blood. iImneither commend nor censure, but | will sayttha
complete dedication must be made in some mannetthatidt should be done deliberately and with
grave thought. You have been bought with a pricéd wou should therefore in a distinct manner
acknowledge your Lord’s property in you and transteHim the title deeds of your body, spirit, and
soul.

And this, | think,Ittai did publicly. At any rate, he so acted that everybody saw hirennDavid
said, “Go over,” and he marched in front—the firsin to pass the brook. Oh yes, dear friend, you mus
publicly own yourself a Christian. If you are a @Gtian, you must not try to sneak to heaven roumad t
back alleys, but march up the narrow way like a raad like your Master. He was never ashamed of
you, though He might have been. How can you bermastaf Him when there is nothing in Him to be
ashamed of? Some Christians seem to think thatghal lead an easier life if they never make a pro
fession. Like a rat behind the wall paneling, tlvteyne out after candlelight and get a crumb and then
slip back again. | would not lead such a life. $yrthere is nothing to be ashamed of. A Christidet—
us glory in the name! A believer in the Lord Je€iwsist—let them write it on our door plates if they
will. Why should we blush at that? “But,” says orfiewould rather be a very quiet one.” | will now
place a torpedo under this cowardly quietness. Wags the Lord Jesus? “Whoever shall deny Me be-
fore men, him will | also deny before My Father alhis in heaven; but he that shall confess Me leefor
men, him will | confess also before My Father whiglin heaven.” Take up your cross and follow Him,
for, “with the heart man believes unto righteousnasd with the mouth confession is made unto salva-
tion.” When our Master ascended up on high He tsldo preach the gospel to every creature. And how
did He put it? “He that believes and is baptizedlldhe saved.” There must be, therefore, the bieliev
and the acknowledgment of believing. “But cannbklsaved as a believer if | do not openly confess
Christ?” Dear friend, you have no business to tampth your Master’'s command and then say, “Will
He not graciously forgive this omission?” Do nogleet one of the two commands, but obey all His
will. If you have the spirit of Ittai you will sayWheresoever my lord the king is, there also shaiir
servant be.”
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| leave the matter with the consciences of thoee may be like Nicodemus, coming to Jesus by
night, or may be like Joseph of Arimathea, who watisciple, but secretly, for fear of the Jews. May
they come out and own their Master, believing ttten, He will own them.

II. Secondly, what did this declaration involve? Adttai, what did it involve?

First, thathe was from that day on to be David’'s servait course, as his soldier, he was to fight
for him and to do his bidding. What do you say, fh&an you lift your hand to Christ and say, “From
this day on | will live as Your servant, not doingy own will, but Your will. Your command is from
now on my rule”? Can you say that? If not, do natckiHim, but stand back. May the Holy Spirit give
you grace thus to begin, thus to persevere, argtthand.

It involved next for Ittai thahe was to do his utmost for David’s causet to be his servant in
name, but his soldier, ready for scars and woumndsdeath, if need be, on the king’s behalf. That is
what Ittai meant in rough soldier tones. He took sblemn oath that it should be so. Now, if you lou
be Christ’s disciple, determine henceforth by Higcg that you will defend His cause—that if thexe i
rough fighting, you will be in it and if there isfarlorn hope needed, you will lead it and go ttglou
floods and flames if your Master’s cause shall gall. Blessed is the man who will follow the Lamb
wherever He goes, giving himself wholly up to hwd to serve Him with all his heart.

But Ittai in his promise declared that he would give a pers@tsndance upon the person of his
master.That was, indeed, the pith of it, “In what placg tard, the king, shall be even there also will
your servant be.” Brethren, let us make the samselve in our hearts that wherever Christ is, thveee
will be. Where is Christ? In heaven. We will berthéy-and-by. Where is He here, spiritually? An-
swer—in His church. The church is a body of faithfien and where these are met together, there is
Jesus in the midst of them. Very well, then, wd jeih the church, for wherever our Lord, the Kingj,
there also shall His servants be. When the lishefredeemed is read, we will be found in the tegis
for our Lord’s name is there.

Where else did Jesus go? In the commencementsofmitiistry He descended into the waters of
baptism. Let us follow the Lamb wherever He goesth® close of His ministry He broke bread and
said, “This do you in remembrance of Me.” Be oftarHis table, for if there is a place on earth weher
He manifests Himself to His children, it is whemedd is broken in His name. Let me now tell a decre
Some of you may have heard it before, but you Haxgotten it. Here it is—my Lord is generally here
at prayer meetings on Monday nights and indeed edemHis people come together for prayer, there
He is. So | will read you my text and see whethau will come up to it—"Surely in what place my
Lord the King shall be, whether it be in a prayeseting or at a sermon, even there also will Youwv-se
ant be.” If you love your Lord, you know where Hiaunts are—take care that you follow hard after
Him.

Where is the Lord Jesus Christ? Well, brethrenjsHeherever the truth is and | pray God that He
may raise up a race of men and women in Englandambaletermined to be wherever the truth of God
is. We have a host of spineless creatures aboutwilhalways be where the congregation is the most
respectable—respectability being measured by co#tmel cash. Time was in the church of God when
they most esteemed the most pious men. Has it tortings, that gold takes precedence over grace? Our
fathers considered whether a ministry was sound,nbow the question is—is the preacher clever?
Words are preferred to the truth and oratory takedead of the gospel. Shame on such an age! O you
who have not altogether sold your birthrights, dide you keep out of this wretched declension.

The man who loves Christ thoroughly will say, “Wéeer the Lord the King is, there also shall His
servant be, if it be with half a dozen poor Baptist Methodists, or among the most despised people
the town.” | charge you, beloved, in whatever tawrtountry your lot is cast, be true to your colansl
never forsake your principles. Wherever the trgththere go, and where there is anything contrary t
the truth, do not go, for there your Master is todbe found.

What next? Well, our Master is to be found wherékiere is anything to be done for the good of our
fellow men. The Lord Jesus Christ is to be founemeler there is work to be done in seeking after Hi
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lost sheep. Some people say that they have vdeyddmmunion with Christ and when | look at thdm,
do not wonder. Two persons cannot walk togethdray will not walk at the same pace. Now, my Lord
walks an earnest pace whenever He goes throughdté, for the King’s business requires haste. And
if His disciples crawl after a snail’s fashion theill lose His company. If some of our groaningthre
ren would go to the Sunday school and there begioak after the little children, they would meetiw
their Lord who used to say, “Suffer the little chién to come unto Me.” If others were to get togeth
little meeting and teach the ignorant, they wouldré find Him who had compassion on the ignorant
and those that are out of the way. Our Master isre/tthere are fetters to be broken, burdens t@be r
moved, and hearts to be comforted, and if you waskeep with Him, you must aid in such service.

Where is our Master? Well, He is always on the sifitruth and right. And O, you Christian people,
mind that in everything—politics, business and gtreng—you keep to that which is right, not to that
which is popular. Do not bow the knee to that whigha little day may be cried up, but stand fast i
that which is consistent with righteousness, witimanity, with the cause and honor of God, and with
the freedom and progress of men. It can never be tei do wrong. It can never be foolish to be right
can never be according to the mind of Christ tanpize and to oppress. Keep you ever to whatsoever
things are pure and lovely and of good report amd will so far keep with Christ. Temperance, pyrity
justice—these are favorites with Him. Do your leshdvance them for His sake.

Above all, remember how Jesus loved secret prayérif you resolve to keep with Him, you must
be much at the throne of grace.

I will not detain you over each of these pointat bimply say that Ittai’'s declaration meant also
this—thathe intended to share David’s conditidhDavid were great, Ittai would rejoice. If Davivere
exiled, Ittai would attend his wanderings. Our poitust be to resolve in God’s strength to keep with
Christ in all weathers and in all companies and taether in life or death. Ah, that word, “death,”
makes it sweet, because then we reap the blessd@tl sEhaving lived with Christ. We shall go upsta
for the last time and bid good-bye to all and tiaanshall feel that in death He is still with usiagdife
we have been with Him. Though our good works carenbe a ground of confidence when we are dy-
ing, yet if the Lord enables us to follow the Lamherever He goes and so to lead a decided, pasitive
downright, upright Christian life, our death pillonill not be stuffed with thorns of regret, but \wiall
have to bless God that we bore a faithful withestanas were able to do so. In such a case wersital
when dying, wish to go back to rectify the mistakes insincerities of our lives. No, beloved, itlie
very, very sweet to be alone with Jesus in deaghwil make all our bed in our sickness. He willkaa
our dying pillow soft and our soul shall vanishsded away by His dear lips, and we shall be withn Hi
forever and forever. Of those that are nearestim, i is said, “These are they that follow the Uam
wherever He goes. They shall walk with Him in whita they are worthy.”

I conclude with this observation. Will our Lordsilis Christ accept at our hands tonight such a con-
secrating word? If we are trusting in Him for sdilwa, will He permit us to say that we will keeptiwi
Him as long as we live?

We reply, He will not permit us to say it in ouwm strength. There was a young man who said,
“Lord, I will follow You wherever You go,” but Chst gave him a cool reception And there was an old-
er man who said, “Though all men shall forsake Yyai,will not I,” and in reply his Master prayed fo
him that his faith should not fail. Now, you musitrpromise as Peter did or you will make a greater
failure. But beloved, this self-devotion is whatriShexpects of us if we are His disciples. He wwiit
have us love father or mother more than we love.Hie must be ready to give up all for His sake.
This is not only what our Master expects from ug,what He deserves from us—

“Love so amazing, so divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my all.”
This also is what the Lord will help us to do, fée will give us grace if we will but seek it at Hiands.
And this it is which He will graciously reward ahads already rewarded in that choice word of His in
the twelfth chapter of John, where He says of hsidles in the twenty-sixth verse, “If any manveer
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Me, let him follow Me; and where | am, there stalo My servant be: if any man serve Me, him will
My Father honor.” Oh, to be honored of God in atgrwhen He shall say, “Stand back, angels. Make
way, seraphim and cherubim. Here comes a man tiffered for the sake of My dear Son. Here comes
one that was not ashamed of My Only-Begotten whenf&ate was smeared with spittle. Here comes
one that stood in the pillory with Jesus and wadkedall names for His sake. Stand back, you angels
these have greater honor than you.” Surely thelammjéieaven, as they traverse the streets of gudd
meet the martyrs, will ask them about their suffgsiand say, “You are more favored than we, for you
have had the privilege of suffering and dying foe Lord.” O brothers and sisters, snatch at tha-pri
lege of living for Jesus. Consecrate yourselves day unto Him. Live from this hour forward, not to
enrich yourselves, nor to gain honor and esteernfdouwesus, for Jesus alone. Oh, if | could seh Hi
before you here. If | could cause Him to standtos platform just as He came from Gethsemane with
His bloody sweat about Him, or as He came down ftieencross with wounds so bright with glory and
so fresh with bleeding out our redemption, | thinkould hear you say, each one of you, “Lord Jesus,
we are Yours and in what place You shall be, whrdthdeath or life, even there also will Your serisa
be.” So may the Lord help us by His most graciopisitSvho has worked all our works in us, for Jésus
sake. Amen.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON

BELOVED FRIENDS—The Lord has been graciously péebto release His prisoner. | am weak,
but the pain is gone, and in this land of bright and warm air | expect soon to recover strendtimyl
hopes are fulfilled, | shall have escaped this timita a lighter measure of chastening than for sdve
previous years, and for this | feel doubly gratefid all those by whose prayers | have been coedort
and blessed, | return hearty thanks.

Special services are commencing at the Tabernankk,| entreat friends at home to throw their
whole souls into them. | also beg my readers ty pinat my beloved work at home may not suffer
through my absence, but that it may please Goditfiréhese special services to revive and incrdese t
spiritual life of the church committed to my cafden will all the agencies be quickened also, awedty
blessing will come to the people of God.

Unto the Lord our God belong the issues from deatld He restores our soul. To Him be glory for-
ever.

With love to all the saints, yours,
C. H. SPURGEON

Mentone, December 26, 1879

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THEHOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THISSERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUSCHRIST.
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