Sermon #1492 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

THE FIRST NOTE OF MY SONG
NO. 1492

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, AUGUST 31, 1879,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Who forgives all your iniquities.”
Psalm 103:3.

| AM a firm believer, not only in the inspiratiori the psalms themselves, but also in the correstnes
of their order. | believe that Paul was right whencalled a certain psalm, “the second psalm,”thatl
those are wrong who so disarrange the book as ke mahe sixteenth. Anything to certain radicals i
theology is better than the established order—tttegnge for change sake. Many attempts have been
made to arrange the psalms chronologically anctsiitave shifted them about at their pleasure,rdeco
ing to this theory or that. Their wisdom is uttelly. The psalms as they stand have an order mmst a
propriate and instructive. If time permitted | coullustrate this in many ways, but for this presins
more in the line of my discourse to observe thattagld not have understood so well the hundred and
third psalm if we had not first read the thirty-sed. You remember how the thirty-second begins?
“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,s&rsin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the
Lord imputes not iniquity.” The pardoned man isssked and then he blesses God. First the full, deep,
effective blessing comes to him freely from thed.@nd then he reflects the blessing and exclaims in
joyful gratitude, “Bless the Lord, O my soul.” Rirsve are blessedith the pardon of sin and then we
bless Godor the pardon of sin. The divine blessing enters @arts loaded with good things. We glad-
ly receive the heavenly messenger and then it begirsing like a minstrel at a feast, nor doesng|
sing alone for all that is within the house of auainhood arouses itself to join in the strain angenés
better music made this side the heavenly places\een all that is in us is stirred up to magnihda
bless God’s holy name. Our text is one stanzaehtver-ending “song of loves.”

In the verse before us, the most wonderful painhy mind is the attribute of God which David se-
lects for special praise, “All that is within meebk Hisholy name.” You might have expected to read
“gracious name,” or “merciful name,” but you findwritten “holy name.” Indeed, this is the emphatic
point of the wonder of forgiven sin, that a holydsshould pass it by. If God could wink at iniquitly,
there were something in His nature which rendenedaderable to Him, it would be a slight thing tha
He should allow it to go unpunished. But becausasHeholy God, righteous, just and pure, who canno
look upon iniquity, whose fury burns against ethlerefore it becomes wonderful even to amazement
that He should forgive our iniquities. To accomiplitis wonder, the miracle of the cross was worked
by unspeakable love. O man, you have but to gaéineaidea of that holiness which is like a consugnin
fire, that holiness which even angels cannot g ubut of which they sing, “Holy, holy, holy, Lebr
God of Hosts"—you have but to gain a glimpse ot thautterable perfection and you will abhor your-
self in dust and ashes—and then you will marvehtok that the thrice holy should have spared your
guilty soul. How abhorrent is your depravity in Hight and yet He does not smite you! What are you
but a mass of pollution? And yet the Infinitely Bdras considered you in love. What are you butla si
of impurity? And yet the All-perfect One has lookegon you in compassion. Do you believe in Him
and accept of His dear Son? Then grace has logked wou. Before the glance of love omnipotent,
your sin shall disappear and your iniquity shatefer vanish. O blessed deed of boundless mercy! If
indeed the royal pardon has been sent to us frencdhrt of heaven, we may right heartily say, “Bles
the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me klésis holy name, who forgives all your iniquities.”

In these latter days, among the other wonderfigthwhich have been developed, we have been
enriched by a school of thinkers who kick agaihst doctrine of justification by faith and rebel aga
the idea of the atonement and the forgivenessnofl$ie meager gospel which they proclaim to us poor
fallen wretches is this—If you do wrong, there ashelp for it. You will have to reap the consequesc
If you do right, you will of course bring your héaiinto a healthier condition and you will be happy
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proportion. But if you do wrong, there is no hope you—there certainly will come upon you the résul
of evil and you will suffer till you work yoursetfght. “Do not flatter yourself,” say they, “witmg idea

of grace and mercy interposing—there is either od,@r if there is one, He will take no notice oluy
prayers, but will let you develop in your own wde fictions of substitution, imputation, and pardo
are mere delusions or pious subterfuges unworthmatainal men.” These “men of culture” and “mod-
ern thought” are intent upon robbing us of the ess®f the gospel, and under cover of enforcinuith t
which nobody denies, they undermine the speciairish@cfor which revelation was given. It is trueth
upon man'’s character his true condition dependsthig by no means disproves the interpositionuef s
preme love. Woe to us if their philosophy shouldthee—and woe to them, also—yea, woe to the
whole world if their denial of our best hope shoblel accepted for truth. As for us, this gracious fo
giveness which they deny touches the chief springuo soul and stirs us with a hope of better thing
This very grace which they deprecate as thougrerevimmoral and could not work men towards holi-
ness, is the cause in our soul of hatred of sint@dource of our hearts’ noblest aspirations &kbdi-
ness. Moved by gratitude, we long to honor our pairtg God, who, though He is glorious in holiness,
is also glorious in grace when He blots out sin. Wéelld gladly prove by our lives that we have not i
vain received this gift of mercy, by letting all meee that we are now dead to sin and cannot tiye a
longer therein. Evangelism does not flatter mereafity by making it the rival of Christ, but it the
highest promoter of all that is honest, temperatel of good report, as our daily conversation shall
prove.

The grand truth of forgiven sin is our subjecthas time. | hope | cannot say anything which i
new to you upon this point, for if | could it wouldok as if you did not already understand thidyear
privilege of true believers. Many of you understétnand enjoy it and therefore | can only bringytaur
remembrance old facts. But these, like well-staed ripe fruit, will be exceedingly sweet. | sprehd
table not with foreign delicacies and novel damtibut with the everyday fare of the great Father’'s
house. Our sermon will be simple, but | trust itlWwe most consoling. It will not display the abyliof
the speaker, but it will reveal the grace of Hisska and this is my heart’s desire.

“I believe in the forgiveness of sins,” is onetloé most blessed sentences of the creed. Deaddtien
we do most joyfully believe in it and what is moveg enjoy the truth personally as a matter of fiact
our own case. May we feel the joy of it at this ddmur. O Holy Spirit, bear witness with the waded
the blood.

l. In speaking of the pardon of sin, | shall remanistfthat it is A PRIMARY BLESSING. Observe,
it is put first in the catalog given by the psalmis is not written, “Who heals all your diseases)o
forgives all your iniquities.” No, but the list canences thus, “Who forgives all your iniquities.”rFo
giveness leads the van and stands in the foreffotite host of mercies. When the angels of God meet
us, the first messenger of love that comforts aartbrings in his hand pardon for our transgressio
As the olive leaf in the dove’s mouth proved to Ndlaat all the waters were receded, so does a sénse
forgiven sin assure us that our great griefs adeérand our liberty and joy has come. Pardon shines
first of the stars of mercy.

A main reason for this is the fact tha¢ never enjoy a mercy as a mercy from God tilkreoeive
the forgiveness of sind man lives while his sin is unforgiven. He edts,drinks, he sleeps, he wakes,
and talks about enjoying life—but none of thesadkiare received by him as gifts from God. If he
thinks upon God at all, the divine name is a tetoohim. He does not eat his bread as though iewer
given by a Father’s hand, nor does he put on hisygats as though he were clothed by divine love.
That cannot be while he abides under divine anfeg. unpardoned sinner is barely able to see God as
his Benefactor—as his Father, he knows Him not. Gmes bestow mercies upon unpardoned men and
women, but they cannot receive them as such dinsit,of all, they come to know that their transgyre
sion is forgiven.

Brethrenthere are many mercies which are not given at al aannot be given until first of all the
pardon of sin has been bestowéidwvould be out of place and inconsistent to dive blessings of the
covenant to unpardoned sinners. For instance, \Wwbyld God heal the diseases of a man under con-
demnation for sin? It is but a scant mercy whichluldaseek the health of a man condemned to die—by
all means relieve his pain, but his disease you letaglone. We cannot expect God to crown a mah wit
loving-kindness and tender mercies while still kedead in sin and lives in daily dread of a second
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death—a death eternal. A coronation for a condensniednal would be a superfluity of inconsistency.
To crown a hardened convict who lies in the cellNd#wgate awaiting his execution would be a
wretched mockery. How could it be that God shoutdathe a chaplet of favors for a man who has re-
fused His mercy and willfully abides under His virain account of unconfessed and unpardoned sin?
How could our spiritual youth be renewed like tlagle’s or our mouth be satisfied with good things
while as yet we are doomed to die and are witheaimgy in our wickedness? What are good things to a
tortured conscience and what is renewed youthstmulracked by remorse? No, pardoned sin must clear
the road for the march of grace—this jungle of uiig must be removed to make a highway for our
God. The application of the blood of sprinkling mhe felt. The cleansing power of the atonementtmus
be known or the rest of the blessings of the covewdl never reach us.

And well may the Lord place this mercy first besawvhen it comes, it ensures all the rest. The for-
giveness of sin is the day-dawn, which is alwayWwed by the clearer light. God does not pardon us
and then leave us to perish of our spiritual disseabut when once He grants a plenary absolutiem, t
His Spirit exercises His healing art and recover®futhe leprosy of sin. When the Lord forgivesaalt
iniquities, it is not long before we perceive that life is redeemed from destruction, crowned Wath
ing-kindness, and satisfied with good things to téxeewal of its youth. Pardon never comes alone—
troops of blessings attend it. The voice of théléulove, which speaks peace because of pardongd si
also tells that the rain is over and gone andttiafruits of the Spirit will soon appear. He whavg His
Son’s blood to wash us will withhold no good thingm us. He who has said to us, “Your sins are for-
given you,” has given us a grant of all needfuldjoothat one sentence of His love. Like the comet
cleus, which bears a streaming train of light bdhin so does forgiveness draw along with it a far-
reaching glory of boundless favor. Well may thiedsling be set first since it carries all the rasts
loins—

“When dreadful guilt is done away

No other fears we know.

That hand which scatters pardons down,
Shall crowns of life bestow.”

There is this, also, to be thought of, that thelparof sin comes firghat it may be seen to be an act
of pure graceIf any other blessing had preceded it, our lepatits would have dreamed of merit and
fithness—if any attainment had been reached by tmrde¢he forgiveness of sins was given, we might
have been tempted to glory in self—but now we pgeecthat God forgives our sins before He heals our
moral diseases and therefore there is no roomride po set her foot. While the man is still whitéh
the leprosy of sin, the Lord visits him in pity $bow that He looks for nothing in man as the motive
power of His love.

While yet the sinner has his judgment pervertesl affections polluted, and his desires depraved,
even while he is full of the plague of his own he&od says to him, “I have forgiven you.” Thisetb-
fore, is pure grace and is set in the foregrourmd itls sovereignty and freeness may be writtenrbefo
our eyes as with a sunbeam. God pardons men asrsijust as He finds them, notwithstanding that
they have nothing to recommend them to Him. The&ease is so foul, indeed, that they might have
been spurned for their loathsomeness if it wereforoHis boundless love. But seeing them plunged in
evil and dead in sin, He magnifies His mercy bycigening them to new life and forgiving them allithe
trespasses.

Brethren, on this first head | want to be verygtical and say to you—Ilet us seek this forgiveradss
sin as a primary blessing if we have not yet oletdii. If the Holy Spirit puts it first, let us ded first.

Be wise, O you who feel your guilt, and do not gouat first of all to make a reformation in yoursedv
and then to come to God for mercy. But come fiossHtm and then see after other things. When you
come to Him, do not ask Him to first heal your se®udlisease, but first to forgive your iniquitiellew
God’s order and you cannot go amiss. There isitefiwisdom in all the Lord’s arrangements. Do not,
pray you, try to make that first which God makesosel, nor that second which God makes first. You
are guilty, ask for pardon at the outset. Througgug Christ a free pardon is proclaimed, pardosifer

of the deepest dye, pardon bought and sealed wi#hatdning blood. Come and receive it just as you
are. Though there is nothing in you to commend tothe divine regard, you are now in just such a
state as best prepares you for His sovereign gfaeeyou startled at this statement? It is neithere

nor less than the truth. You are empty, therefbeset is room in you for the fullness of divine merc
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You are polluted, therefore there is opportunityshow the power of the blood in cleansing you. You
are guilty and there is space for undeserved m&lead your guiltiness and say, “Lord, pardon my in
iquity, for it is great.” Do not urge any extenwetj but as you are guilty, say, “Forgive me.” Iruyo
confessed guiltiness there is space for the grag t do as He wills and put away your sin by @eso
eign act of mercy. Let your first desire be paradbem. Do not wait till first you understand all stgr-
ies, but get your sins forgiven. Do not first lalborattain a perfect life—get your sins forgivero Dot
first make a profession and join a church and putatward religiousness. Get your sins forgiven.
There David’s psalm begins and there yours musathégGod in love accepts it, “Bless the Lord, O my
soul, and all that is within me bless His holy namvbo forgives all your iniquities.” That is ourdt
head. Pardon is the primary blessing—seek it as.suc

Il. Forgiveness is A PRESENT BLESSING. This is veryappt in the text, which is in the present
tense, “Whdorgivesall your iniquities.” Not, “Who will, perhaps, fornge you on your death bed.” Not,
“Who did forgive you years ago and now condemns’ybo, it is, “Who forgives’—is now forgiving
daily, hourly, momentarily—is continually forgivingpur iniquity.

| want to bring this fact of a present blessin{pbe your minds briefly, but very clearly. This yiri
lege the believer haactually obtained-all his sins are forgiven at this moment of timée€8ed be the
name of the Lord, we are even now washed from\fia.shall grow in grace, but we shall never be
more completely pardoned than when we first betileVée shall one day stand before the glorious pres-
ence of God in His own sacred courts and see thHeB®mved and wear His likeness, but we shall not
even then be more perfectly forgiven than we anhiatpresent moment. Sin depresses our spirit—the
consciousness of it often makes us weep in sexaceyet none of it is imputed to us—every grainta$
as far removed from us as the east is from the.Regbice, believer, that the Spirit bears thisness,
“God, for Christ’'s sake, has forgiven you.” As maagy have looked to Christ upon the cross are now
justified by faith and have peace with God. They arr this moment cleansed from all sin through the
application of the precious blood of Christ. TlEsaimatter of present fact and not of mere hope.

According to the text this present mercyperpetually bestowedHe still forgives our iniquity—
there is perpetuity in it. At this very moment | ynae mourning my sin, but God is forgiving it. Alds
may be sinning, for even in the holiest deeds we¢hdee is still sin—but even then God is still forg
ing. If indeed you are a believer in Jesus Chtist, Lord is at all times forgiving you. As constast
your sin, so constant is His forgiveness. Nevelr ifdb the notion of some that the one forgiveness
which we received at the first has rendered it aaasary for us to seek new forgiveness and unneces-
sary for us to offer new confession. It is not be Lord is always forgiving and it is for us taldte
seeking that blessing. We ask each day for daggdbthough the promise has made it sure, and sb mus
we daily seek mercy, though it is already promigedr Lord said, “After this manner also pray you,”
and a part of that prayer is, “Forgive us our tesses as we forgive them that trespass against us.”
know that certain brethren say that the Lord’s prag not for believers, but their dictum in sucbase
is not worth the breath they waste in delivering #m quite satisfied, for one, to pray as my Ltadght
me. If they prefer to pray as their whims teachhthi is at their own risk. Besides, | read thatave to
confess our sins one to another—and sins to anatieecertainly sins towards God. If, then, we are t
confess to our fellow men the wrongs which we hdmee to them, it will take a great deal of reasgnin
to convince me that we are not to confess the wgavigich we do towards our heavenly Father. There
should be daily confession, for even, “if we watkthe light as God is in the light’—and that isexry
high condition—and if we have fellowship with Golearly and distinctly, yet even then we shall need
to have the blood of Jesus Christ cleansing us fbrain. We still sin even when walking in theHig
and still need that Jesus should cleanse us bylbHoxl. Herein is our consolation, that Jesus isagév
cleansing us, “He forgives all your iniquities.” ¥@re often sinning, but He is always forgiving you
You are often wandering, often erring, often gmgvHim, but “He forgives all your iniquities.” | doot
feel like preaching when | touch this text. | héamvish | could sit down and have a happy cry otres
blessed truth—that my God is at this moment forgjvime. Oh, poor heart, you have much to chide
yourself for, but your Lord forgives you! You ardrail, foolish, unstable, selfish, wayward thirgyt
He forgives you!

Whatever your faults, known and unknown, He igificgng you now. Even while you are lamenting
your many transgressions, He is casting them beHiadback and hurling them into the depths of the
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sea. While | speak to you with my voice, my ownrhé&asinging inwardly, “Bless the Lord, O my soul,
who forgives all your iniquities.”

Beloved brethren, this mercy of pardorkiewingly receivedWe know that we are forgiven. “Pre-
sumption,” says one. Simply truth, say I. Do younkhDavid would say, “Bless the Lord, O my soul,
who may or may not have forgiven me”? Ah, no. Heas of favors which he had consciously re-
ceived. Nobody ever sings over uncertain blessihgay again, nobody ever sings over an uncertain
pardon. A doubt as to our forgiveness is fatallitgog, for it lets in the dread fear of divine wia Ab-
solute certainty must be realized before a heartrsake a sonnet concerning the forgiveness of sin.
When by faith we accept the Lord Jesus to be dun alll, we are as clear about God’s having foegiv
us our sin as we are about our having committechtfépon our believing, we have as good evidence of
being cleansed as we had of having been foul. @usesof guilt arises from our knowledge of the law
and that is clear. But our sense of forgivenessesofrom our knowledge of the gospel—and that is
equally clear. | am not sure that | was condemmelere is a question about the law. But thereas n
guestion and as a sinner, | am condemned. In tme s#ay, | am not assuredly absolved if there is a
guestion about the gospel—but as there is no gqueabout the gospel, | am assuredly absolved becaus
| believe in Jesus. Resting in Christ and trustfanpe in Him, you and | may have a present consciou
sense of pardon—we may know our forgiveness arizklpend doubt concerning it. God bring us to that
happy condition.

Then, brethren, this present blessingmnsnediately efficientfor it secures us a present right to all
that is involved in being pardoned. If a man igfeen his offenses, he has peace towards God. kle ha
boldness to enjoy access to God and reason to tepachis petitions will be answered. The stone
which was lying at the door blocking his acceptaisceow rolled way. He is a justified man and he is
accepted in the Beloved. God treats him as justrewdrds him as such. The man is free from guilt, f
God has absolved him. He is worthy in the sighthef great Judge of all the earth. “Being justifisd
faith” we have—all, my brethren—we have not onlyawthe apostle tells us, but we have untold bless-
ings. We have time and eternity, life and deatintheand heaven, Christ and God. These are our own
now. We have a present portion in all the covepanmises and provisions.

The practical point is this—if this forgivenesssif is a present blessing, seek for it today. Steak
once. Do not be satisfied unless you are forgivem.riDo not be satisfied unless you are forgivemgve
day and all the day. Do not put off your soul wathbare hope, but labor for certainty. Do not fddiis
postpone it in the mere chance that at the lashpnhen you come to die, you may be forgiven,doyt
for it now. Why, man alive, if | knew | could gapardon when | came to die | should not like to spben
the interval without it. It is such a privilegelbe forgiven that | want it at once and cannot eadlglay.

Oh, the sense of pardoned sin! What sweetness! Wbt

| know its rapture in my own heart—it is my suppand my delight—making my heart to be all
music and dancing. We, at this present hour, joad through our Lord Jesus Christ by whom we
have received the atonement. | charge you, do o&tppne this matter—why should you put off a joy?
O repenting sinner, believe that you can have Yermggess through Christ Jesus and you shall haG®it.
ing to God through Jesus Christ with a humble cgsi of your sin, you shall today enjoy the Fdther
kiss of reconciliation and your conscience shalthmeoughly purged from the least taint of sin. Mg
Holy Spirit work this present sense of forgivenesgou all.

[Il. Thirdly, this is a PERSONAL BLESSING. | cannot sdsihe tendency in reading to lay the
stress upon the wortlyour.” “Who forgives allyour iniquities.” Our Lord is a blessed God to forgive
anybody, but that He should forgive me is the grgtafeat of His mercy. A good brother wrote me the
other day, “Mercy had reached its zenith whenvedane” He thought so of himself and we may each
one think the same of his own case—

“Tis grace, ‘tis glorious grace indeed,

Grace without parallel.

Great! But how great! Does far exceed

The power of speech to tell.”
You can all rejoice that God forgives iniquity, brdur rejoicing will never reach so high as whem yo
know that He forgives all your iniquity. Honey istrsweet except to him that tastes it.

“But may we know this personally?” says one. Ive@s “Yes.” Some of us know that God has for-
given us,because we have the character which He descabdseing forgiven. He forgives those who
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confess their sin, “If we confess our sin, He ighfal and just to forgive us our sin, and to clsarus
from all unrighteousness.” We have made confedséfare His face and we believe His Word and are,
therefore, sure that He has cleansed us. He hasiggd mercy to those who forsake their sins. Having
forsaken our sins, we look to be forgiven for Csisake. Forgiveness is also freely promised ¢tsé¢h
who look to Jesus for it. We are looking to Him amel are forgiven. Are you not believers? Then there
is no hope for you—nbut if you are trusting alonel@sus Christ, your iniquity is blotted out. Hetthe-
lieves is justified from all things from which hewd not be justified by the law of Moses. In repen
ance, in confession of sin, in forsaking sin, amdaith in our Lord Jesus, we have the marks of par
doned sinners and these marks are apparent irools: s

Moreover, brethren, if you have any doubt abougtiver the Lord forgives you now, it will be well
for you to make sure that yaccept His way of salvatiort is by faith in His dear Son. Do you want
any other way? He forgives because Jesus stobte isitiner’s place and He puts the sinner into Céris
place. Are you satisfied with that great plan diva@on by substitution, by atonement, by sacrifice
“Oh,” | hear you say, “Satisfied with it! | am dghted with it. It is all my salvation and all my<gike.”
Then, if you have accepted what God sets before iyasi not possible that He should refuse you the
blessing which He has promised. What says the tBcep “Through His name whosoever believes in
Him shall receive remission of sins.” As sure asg filave received Christ, your sin is removed from.yo
It cannot be that a man has Christ and has hisanfor his iniquity must be covered to whom Ghrs
all in all. Yes, we have this pardon personally atehsantly, for we believe in Jesus. Do you net be
lieve in the divine word and testimony concerning thedparof sif? Have you not heard the Lord God
declare that His Son has forever put away sin bysttrifice of Himself? What better evidence do you
need than the infallible word? Do you look for fagk, signs, tokens, or other things to corrobotiate
witness of your God? Is He an unreliable witnesstok His word enough, alone and by itself? lbiscs
those that have believed and it ought to be sdl tnen. For my own part, | had rather venture mylso
upon one word of God in the sacred Scriptures thgom all the whispers of angels that men have ever
heard, all the visions that men have ever seenaliile ecstasies of delight that saints have &ler
All the world, all the church, and all heaven pagether cannot make up the weight of one sentehce o
God’s Word.

One truth | would like to mention. It is this—wadw that we are at this moment forgiven, because
we at this moment give to the Lord Jesus Chridt bk which brings forgivenesswill put aside all
the past. | will put aside all our experience,th# change of heart which we hope we have undergone
and | will put the matter altogether apart from past. If | never did look to You, Immanuel, crued
for me, I look to You now! If I have never restedYou before, | will rest in You now—

“A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,

On Your kind arms | fall.

Be You my strength and righteousness,

My Jesus and my all.”
Oh, then, we are forgiven. We must be forgiven. édew soul did give that look without finding for-
giveness of sin as surely as the Israelite fouralifg when he looked to the brazen serpent. So, be-
loved, if that is the case, | want you to view thisssing as a personal possession and seekuthsls
would to God that all of you that hear me wouldkspersonal forgiveness at this moment. Do not think
of the preacher or the heavy style in which he feth this truth, but think of yourself and yougrgon-
al need of cleansing. Think nothing just now ofgldhat sit at your side, but seek for mercy athtred
of God, each man, each woman, each child for hinasdierself. Pardon is to be had—rest not till you
have it. It will not avail you if all the rest ohé¢ congregation should be pardoned if sin shoutthne
upon you. Breathe, then, the personal prayer teraopal Savior, “God be merciful to me, a sinner.”
Trust in Christ for yourself and you shall sing agd“Who forgives all my iniquities.” Blessed besHi
name.

I\V. I have now a fourth point to call your attentionated that is—this is A PERFECT BLESSING.
“Who forgivesall your iniquities.” For, recollect, the forgivenegmg&en of in the text is a divine one. It
is God that forgives all our iniquities. A man’sdoveness, when we have wronged him, is to be dough
and when we get it, we shall find in many instanites it is a poor, half-hearted affair. Men ofteay
they forgive, “but’—now that very hesitation in thepeech shows it is not a full and free forgivene
But when God does anything, He does it thorougRlyw, listen, just this minute. When God charges
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sin upon a man He does it after a very high stahdar every idle word that man shall speak heldial
brought into judgment. When God condemns man, Hes dbafter an equally elevated standard and
when God punishes man, He does it after a solerdnasful manner. The new gods that have lately
come up have a little hell because they are lifids—but my God, the God of the whole earth—has a
great hell and a fearful doom, for what He doedaise by rule of strict justice. Believe me, He marsl

to the same scale. All His acts are of a sublineaxtter. The standard of punishment is the stanofard
forgiveness. You know how He judges, how He conderhow He punishes—after that same thorough,
Godlike manner He does forgive. He makes a cleaepwof sin, according to that blessed word, “The
day comes, says the Lord, when the sin of Jacdblshaought for and it shall not be found: yeshall

not be, says the Lord.” “I will subdue all theiignities, and cast their transgressions into thghdeof

the sea.” “| have blotted out your iniquities athek cloud, and as a cloud your sins.” “They smait

be mentioned against you any more, forever.” Ols & perfect blessing, for it is a divine pardomw a
you see its completeness is expressed in that vadtd,“Who forgives all your iniquities.” He doesot
remove the great ones and leave the little ongartkle—not the little ones and leave one greatkblac
one to devour us, but “all” of them He covers andihilates with the effectual atonement made by His
dear Son.

And then notice the word which in our text expesssin—‘iniquities.” Pull it to pieces—it is in-
equities—the matters in which we are not accordingquity. Sometimes we fall short. Sometimes we
go beyond. Sometimes we do not act in equity tosvard friends, our relatives, or strangers. Corstan
ly we do not act in strict equity towards God. Nad¥e says, all our in-equities—everything in which w
fall short of the perfect rule of equity or go begothat rule—all these He forgives. What a blessed,
comprehensive word this is. | was reading the otlagrin a very delightful little book, entitled, &Ner
Say ‘Die,” which is admirably calculated to comff@ seeking soul, these few words which struck me
forcibly. The writer says, “All our righteousnes® as filthy rags. If you will bring your good liwg and
your precious righteousness to Chrygiu must make sin of the whole ldkere is nothing else you can
do with it—and ask to have it all forgiven. The maho will be saved by his own righteousness says
hopelessly, ‘Die,’ to his own soul. You must calttlais splendid rubbish of yoursn the heamlong
with the oaths and the lies, the drinking and S#dbbeeakings, and the foul living, and let the ever
flowing stream that keeps eddying round wash iaaldy.” As | read it, | thought—That is what | will
do with mine. | will put my sermons, my prayers, alyjnsgiving—everything on the same heap as my
sins and let them go together. Lord, be pleasddrtpve all mine in-equities, my good works and my
bad works. | might have tried to sort them a ljtbet one is so much like the other that I flingrthall
overboard and swim to glory on the cross. We havlape but in our Lord Jesus—we need pardoning
mercy for all we have ever done—for sin has beexecthivith it all. | advise you, my hearer, to pué th
whole life you have lived into one lump and say,ofd, forgive me the whole of it. | cannot
acknowledge every sin, for | do not know them &lh is such a subtle thing that it has penetratéal i
my most holy thoughts and desires, but Lord, cleans from all sin through the atoning blood.”

“Who forgives all your iniquities.” What a bless#ung is this. For when God once forgives, He
forgives forever. He never plays fast and loose ldadever brings to mind again that of which He has
said, “l will remember it no more.” O my brethréhyou are pardoned once, you are forgiven once and
for all. Irreversible acquittals God bestows, “the gifts and calling of God are without repentahce
Immutability is stamped upon the patent of our pardJntil God can change or lie, He never will lgrin
to mind again the sin of that man whom He has pedo*“Your sins are forgiven you—go in peace.”

Now, | want you, practically, to use this headdegking to obtain this pardon as a complete thing.
Hosts of professing Christians never reach to tHisny of you do not believe that you are or can be
completely pardoned. But such pardon is possibtendt rest till you have it. You will never know&
peace of mind until it is yours. The Roman Catholaanot believe that God pardons him altogether and
he never knows that he is safe. It is a very poimigtyou gain by being a Roman Catholic. If you tiet
best you can, you go to purgatory when you diés great cry and very little wool. But in the faitif
Jesus Christ you get present pardon. However grgatry is, it is never equal to the wool, for wiaat
great blessing it is to receive immediate, absoleternal salvation on the spot, so that if yoe las
long as Methuselah, the transgressions of all tlyeses are covered and if you die at once, all ydur
fenses are put away through the precious blooesiis) Christ. Seek for this heavenly gift. Do nat re
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till you are as sure of perfect forgiveness asairyown existence—and when you have this glorious
gift of grace say, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, whaggives all your iniquities.”

V. In the fifth place, this is a PRICELESS BLESSINGisla blessing which could not be purchased
by a life of holiness. If we have once committed and should henceforth be absolutely spotless, yet
our previous sin would absolutely condemn us—

“Could my zeal no respite know,

Could my tears forever flow,

All for sin could not atone,

You must save and You alone.”
Put on a hair shirt and an iron girdle. Fast day might. Cover yourself with the bruises of youosg-
ing. Starve as a mendicant or shut yourself up hemnitage, but the sin of the past will remain the
same. Weep tears of blood, but their crimson vatl wash out the crimson of your sin. That spott tha
blood-red spot upon the soul defies removal.

Wash it with your heart’s blood and it would shi there. Though you could turn to red every wave
that breaks upon the either shore and fill the ®itawith a crimson flood, though you should gathakr
the seas that ever flowed together and wash and widis niter and much soap till you had pollutedd al
the ocean with your filth—it would still remain. lain you cry, “Out, damning spot.” The spot abides
and will abide unless Almighty love shall take ittdorever. Only God Himself can forgive and by Him
no price can be accepted in the form of future advexk, for all that you can promise is already dne
the promise itself will be broken.

What is more, this forgiveness could not be puselaby an eternity of suffering in hell. There they
lie in anguish, which God grant we may never knbut, they are as far off from the expiation of their
sin as when they first came there. When the wontdvg grey and sun and moon die out and time has
spun its utmost thread, the last will be as farfifin the expiation of their sin as ever. Theraasget-
ting rid of sin by suffering. Still must the losiffer, for still their sin remains. “These shall gavay into
everlasting punishment,” as surely as the rightgmuaway into eternal life.

But though it could not be purchased by a lifdnoliness nor by an eternity of woe, forgiveness has
been procured. This pardon which is freely preadioeldy to all who believe in Jesus has been pur-
chased and there is He that procured it, sittithetight hand of God the Father—a man like unie o
selves—but yet equal with the ever-blessed Ongoufask me how He procured forgiveness, | answer
that He shows His hands, the scars are there. blessHis feet. He shows His side—the scars of His
wounds are there. He shows His heart that was hrfikeour guilt. He shows His blessed person which
underwent the baptism of divine wrath that He midgliver us from being plunged into those tremen-
dous deeps. O Son of God, You have redeemed ugyHaita price have You paid in the bloody sweat
of Your face and the sorrowful breaking of Your tieand now today we accept freely, gladly, what
You have so dearly earned.

What else do we say? Why, that if we are parddhexligh such an atonement, then are we Christ’s
forever. We ought to show deep gratitude and thstle/e can do is to confess, “We are not our own.”
We ought to go out singing with all our heart, “Rig&s put away my transgressions and covered my inig-
uities.” The Lord grant it may be so, for Jesu¥esaAmen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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