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“And behold, there was a man which had his hand kagted. Then says He to the man,
Stretch forth your hand. And he stretched it fortland it was restored whole, like as the other.”
Matthew 12:10, 13.

NOTE well the expression. Jesus “went into theiragogue antiehold there was a man which had
his hand withered.” A mark is set, as it were,ha thargin, as if it were a notable fact. That wobe-
hold” is a sort of note of exclamation to draw attentiont. “Behold, there was a man which had his
hand withered.” In many congregations, if thereudtistep in someone of the great and mighty of the
land, people would say, “Behold, there was a dakegarl, or a bishop there.” And although thereewer
occasionally some great ones in our Savior's cayaren, | find no notes of admiration about their
presence, ndbeholds,” inserted by the evangelists as if to call attentmtheir appearance. No doubt
if there were in a congregation some person of knoelligence and great learning who had earned a
high degree, there are persons who would say, yDudknow that Professor Science or Doctor Classic
was present at the service?” There would be a ‘ldélpait to that in the memories of many. There were
persons well learned, according to the learninthefday, who came to listen to Christ, but theeerar
“beholds” about their having been present. Yethim $ynagogue there was a poor man whose hand had
been withered and we are called upon to note ttte fa

It was hisright hand which was withered, the worse of the two far,Hor he could scarcely follow
his handicraft or earn his bread. His best handuwsatess. His breadwinner failed him. | have nobtou
he was a very humble, obscure, insignificant irdiral, probably very badly off and in great poverty
because he could not work as his fellow craftsnand; but not a man of any rank or learning or spe-
cial intelligence. His being in the assembly wagself nothing very remarkable. | suppose he heehb
accustomed to go to the synagogue as others tdwissmen did. Yet the Holy Spirit takes care to knar
that he was present and to have the word, “behbldhy out like a signal that it might be regardedha
special subject for consideration that the crippteh was there.

And tonight, dear friends, it matters very littee the preacher or to the congregation i are
here, if you are some person of note or consequénmcere make no note of dignitaries here and httac
no special consequence to anyone in this placeemmer rich and the poor meet together. But if you
happen to be here as a needy soul wanting a S#&woiy happen to be here with a spiritually wither
hand so that you cannot do the things that you évaanld you are wanting to have that hand restored to
you, there shall be a “behold” put to that—and esdky shall it be doubly emphatic if tonight thealst
ter shall say to you, “Stretch out your witheredhdiia—and if divine power shall restore that hand and
deed of grace shall be accomplished. What our lneelded on that particular Sabbath morning was
somebody to work upon, somebody whom He might aedlso defy the traditional legality of the Phar-
isees who said that it was wrong to heal on théb&dbday. Christ did not want their health that mor
ing—He looked for their sickness that He mightsthate His healing power. He did not want any great
ness in anybody there—but He did want some poadyeae in whom He could display His power to
heal. And that is just the case tonight. If you iach and increased in goods and have need of mmthi
my Master does not want you. He is a physicianthnde who practice the healing art look out foksic
ness as their sphere of operation. If we werelt@teise physician of a town where nobody was sick
and everybody enjoyed perfect health, he wouldsetite there unless he wished to retire from practi
My Master does not come into the assemblies whefeeh themselves quite content with themselves—
where there are no blind eyes, no deaf ears, nkebrbearts, no withered hands—for what do such
folks need with a Savior? He looks around and Klesfexes itself upon pain, upon necessity, upominc
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pacity, upon sinfulness, upon everything to whidah ddn do good—for what He wants in us mortals is
the opportunity to do us good—and not a pretenseuoipart that we can do Him good.

| begin with this because my talk tonight will bery simple and it will only be meant for those of
you who want my Lord and Master. Those of you whandt need Him can go, but you that want Him,
it may be you shall find Him tonight and there slha&l the record kept in heaven, not of those whewe
here, who said, “We see,” nor of those who saidyr“@and is strong and deft for labor,” but therallsh
be a register of blind ones who shall say, “You $bBavid, open our eyes,” and of withered ones who
shall tonight stretch out their withered hands lredience to His divine command. | do not know that
our crippled friend when he went to the synagodwd tmorning expected to get his withered hand
healed. Being perhaps a devout man, he went theseitship, but he got more than he went for. And it
may be that some of you whom God means to blesghibdo not know what you have come here for.
You came because you somehow love the ordinancé®adft house and you feel happy in hearing the
gospel preached. You have never yet laid hold @fggbspel for yourselves, never enjoyed its pridgeg
and blessings as your own, but still you have &éang after the best things. What if tonight tleaih
has come—the hour which sovereign grace has mankaded letter in the calendar of love—in which
your withered hand shall be made strong and yausisall be forgiven! What bliss if you shall go you
way to glorify God because a notable miracle otgrhas been worked in you! God grant it may be so
done by the power of the Holy Spirit. | entreatdbamf you who love the Master to pray Him to work
wonders at this time upon many—and His shall bepthese.

|. First, we will say a little about THE PERSON TO WMOTHE COMMAND IN OUR TEXT IS
ADDRESSED. “Then said Jesus to the man, stretdh f@ur hand.”

This command was addressed, thena tman who was hopelessly incapable of obeyiSgretch
forth your hand.” | do not know whether his arm wasalyzed or only his hand. As a general rule,
when a thorough paralysis, not a partial one, tgase in the hand, it seizes the entire member and
both hand and arm are paralyzed. We usually spetksoman as if the entire limb had been dried up
and yet | do not see in Matthew, Mark, or Luke amxpress declaration that the whole arm was with-
ered. It seems to me to have been a case in winchand only was affected. We used to have not far
from here, | remember at Kennington Gate, a lad wbald frequently get on the step of the omnibus
and exhibit his hands, which hung down as if histsrwere broken, and he would cry,” Poor boy! Poor
boy!” and appeal to our compassion. | fancy thatdase was a picture of the one before us in which,
not the arm perhaps, but the hand had become dpeWe cannot positively decide that the arm was
still unwithered, but we may notice that our Loid dot say, “Stretch out your arm,” but, “your hahd
so that He points to the hand as the place wherpdhalysis lay. If He had said, “Stretch out yatm,”
as the text does not declare that the arm was dpeave should have said that Christ bade him do ex
actly what he was capable of doing and there wbakk been no miracle in it. But inasmuch as Jesus
says, “Stretch forth your hand,” it is clear tha¢ tmischief was in the hand, if not in the arm, aadt
was putting him to do what he could not possiblyfdo the man’s hand was assuredly withered. It was
not a sham disease. He had not made a pretensengf jparalyzed, but he was really incapable. The
hand had lost the moisture of life. The spirits evhgave it strength had been dried out of it ardethit
was a withered, wilted, useless thing with whichcbald do nothing. And yet it was to such a mart tha
Jesus said, “Stretch forth your hand.”

This is very important for us to notice, becausma of you under a burden of sin think that Christ
does not save real sinners—that those people whersades are, in some respects, not quite so bad as
you—that there is not such an intensity of sin d@llbem as about your case, or if an intensity of get
not such an utter hopelessness and helplessnéssrass about you. You feel quite dried up andrit
without strength. Dear hearer, it is exactly tolsas you that the Lord Jesus Christ directs the-com
mands of the gospel. We are bidden to preach topsening, “Believe,” or at other times, “Repent and
be baptized, every one of you. Believe in the Ldedus Christ and you shall be saved.” These com-
mandments are not addressed, as some say thay aemsible sinners, but to insensible sinnersiuo
pid sinners, to sinners who cannot, so far as naiyéity is concerned, obey the command at all.hSuc
are bidden so to do by Him, who in this case badentan do what he naturally in and of himself was
quite incapable of doing—because, you see, if hibdcstretch out his hand himself—there was no mir-
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acle wanted, for the man’s hand was not withereallaBut it is clear that he could not move histia
and yet the Savior addressed him as if he could-do which | see a symbol of the gospel way of
speaking to the sinner—for the gospel cries to imrmall his misery and incapacity, “To you, even to
you, is the word of this salvation sent.” This vémgapacity and inability of yours is but the spate
which the divine power may be displayed and becgoseare thus incapable and because you are thus
unable, therefore to you does the gospel cometlieagxcellence of the power may be seen to dwell in
the gospel and in the Savior Himself, and notlahahe person who is saved.

The command, then, which brought healing withvéis addressed to one who was utterly incapable.

But, mark you, it came to onveho was perfectly willingfor this man was quite prepared to do what-
ever Jesus bade him do. If you had questioned yomnwould have found no desire to retain that with-
ered hand and no wish that his fingers should neri@iless and useless. If you had said to him,otPo
man, would you like to have your hand restoredardevould have been in his eyes and he would have
replied, “Ay, that | would, that | might earn bremt my dear children, that | might not have toajmut
begging and have to depend upon the help of othraaly earn a hard crust with this left hand oheni
| wish above all things that | could have my haestored!” But the worst of many unconverted people
is that they do not want to be healed—do not watket restored. As soon as a man truly longs feasal
tion, then salvation has already come to him. Betmost of you do not wish to be saved. “Oh,” you
say, “we truly wish to be saved.” | do not think ar what do you mean by being saved? Do you mean
being saved from going down to hell? Everybodycairse, wishes that. Did you ever meet a thief that
would not like to be saved from going to prisorbeing locked up by the policeman? But when we talk
about salvation, we mean being saved from the ludhbitrong-doing—being saved from the power of
evil, the love of sin, the practice of folly—ancdetpower to find pleasure in transgression. Do y@hw
to be saved from pleasurable and gainful sins? Fiedhe drunkard who sincerely prays to be deltvere
from drunkenness. Bring me an unchaste man wha pgmee pure. Find me one who is a habitual liar
and yet longs to speak the truth. Bring me one hdmbeen selfish and who in his very heart hates hi
self for it and longs to be full of love and to tade Christ-like. Why, half the battle is won irckicas-
es. The initial step is taken. The parallel holdsdyin the spiritual world. The character | havamg
mind’s eye is the case of a soul desiring to betuwtheannot be and to do what it cannot do—and yet
desiring it. | mean the man who cries in agony, Witl is present with me, but how to perform that
which is good | find not.” “I would, but cannot,pent. My heart feels like a stone. | would love i€fr
but alas, | feel that | am fettered to the worldiduld be holy, but alas, sin comes violently upos and
carries me away.” It is to such people that JesussCs gospel comes with the force of a command.
Will you be made whole, my friend? Then you may De.you desire to be saved from sin? You may
be. Do you wish to be emancipated from the bonadgm®rruption? You may be. And this is the only
way in which you may be saved, “Believe in the Ldesus Christ and you shall be saved.” His name is
called Jesus, for He shall save His people front ties. He has come on purpose to do this tosieal
ners, and not to mere pretenders, for it is cllear iHe cannot save men from sins if they have nidee.
cannot heal withered hands if there are no witheéegetls to be healed. He comes to you that want Him,
to you that are guilty, to you whose hands are evétl. Even to you is this glorious word of the good
news proclaimed. God grant you grace to hear iebielgly and to feel its power!

II. Secondly, | want to speak a little upon THE PERS@NO GAVE THE COMMAND. It was
Jesuswho gave itHe said, “Stretch forth your hand.”

Did our Lord speak this in ignorance, supposirag the man could do so? By no means, for in Him
is abundant knowledge. He had just read the heattse Pharisees and you may be sure that He who
could read those subtle spirits could certainlytbeeoutward condition of this patient. He knewt titee
man’s hand was withered and yet He said, “Stretcth fyour hand.” When | read in Scripture the com-
mand, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,” | am stivat Jesus Christ knows what He is saying. “Go
you,” He said, “into all the world and preach thesgel to every creature.” Yes, to every creatutg@-S
pose that some of His disciples had been very dak@nd had come back and said, “Lord, was there
not a mistake about the persons? Why preach ty eveature? Are not some of them dead in sin? We
would rather preach to character.” | have heardesofrChrist’'s professed servants say that to batide
sinners live is of no more use than to shake akeotief over the graves in which the dead aredloluri

Volume 25 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 3




4 The Withered Hand Sermon #1485

And my reply to them has been, “You are quite rigda not do it, for it is evident you are not cdll®

it. Go home and go to bed. The Lord never senttgaio anything of the kind, for you own you have no
faith in it.” But if my Master senie as the herald of resurrection and bade me shalena@kbarchief
over the graves of the dead, | would do it, anddusd expect that this or that handkerchietl&dcom-
manded it to be shaken, would raise the dead,gsus)Christ knows what He is doing when He sends
His servants. If He does not send us, it is a foetrand indeed to go and say, “You dead men,’ Ibug.
His commission makes all the difference. We arsayto the dead, “Awake, and Christ shall give you
life.” What? Wake first and then get life afterwa®dl shall not try to explain it, but that is theler of
the Scripture, “Awake, you that sleep and arisenftbe dead and Christ shall give you life.” If myaM

ter puts it so, | am quite satisfied to quote H@as. | cannot explain it, but | delight to takenHin His
own way and blindly follow His every step and be&eHis every word. If He bids me say, “Arise from
the dead,” | will gladly do it now. In the name 3d#sus, you dead ones, live; break, you hard hehsts;
solve, you hearts of steel; believe, you unbeligvizty hold on Christ, you ungodly ones. If He $sea
by His ministers, that word shall be with power-Hi¢ speak not by us, it is little matter how we $pea
Well may the judicious brother say that there wdwédno use imis bidding the dead arise, for he con-
fesses that his Master is not with him. Let hinréffi@e, go home till his Master is with him. If Hi4as-

ter were with him, then would he speak his Mastersd and he would not be afraid of being called
foolish. It is the Lord Jesus Christ who says ti3 thhan with the withered hand, “Stretch forth your
hand.”

To me it is a sweet thought that He is able tegower to do what He gives the command to do.
Dear soul, when you are bidden to believe and yandswith tears in your eyes and say, “Sir, | cdnno
understand and | cannot believe,” do you not knioat He who bids you believe can give you power to
believe? When He speaks through His servants ougjtr His Word or directly by His Spirit upon your
conscience, He who bids you do this is no mere rhahthe Son of God. And you must say to Him,
“Good Lord, | beseech You, give me now the faithaihYou ask of me. Give me the repentance You
do command,” and He will hear your prayer and fathll spring up within you.

Did you never notice, dear souls, Christ's wayloing His work? His way is generally this—first,
to give the command, then to help the heart to tklencommand into a prayer, and then to answer that
prayer by a promise. Take these specimens. The dayd, “Make you a new heart.” That is clearly a
command. But by-and-by you find the psalmist Dawdthe fifty-first psalm, saying, “Create in me a
clean heart, O God.” And then, if you turn to Eztkyou get the promise, “A new heart also wiliivey
you.” First, He commands you, next He sets youiptafor the blessing, and then He gives it to you.

Take another. The command is, “Turn you, turn ywehy will you die, O house of Israel?” Then
comes the prayer, “Turn You me and | shall be tdyi@ Lord.” And then follows the blessed turning of
which the apostle Paul speaks when he says thah&odent His Son to bless us by turning every one
of us from his iniquity.

Take another case and let it refer to purging.fWethe Lord commanding us to “Purge out the old
leaven” and straightway there comes the prayerdg®me with hyssop and | shall be clean.” And then
on the heels of it comes the promise, “I will syrelirge away your dross.” Or take another kindref p
cept, of a sweeter sort, belonging to the Christiau are continually told to sing, “Sing praisesdod,
sing praises: sing praises unto our King, singsaal’ In another place we meet with the prayer,i©p
You my lips and my mouth shall show forth Your geal And in a third Scripture we have the divine
promise, “This people have | formed for Myself; yh&hall show forth My praise.” See, then, the Mas-
ter's way of going to work—He commands you to bedier repent. He then sets you a-praying that you
may be enabled to do it, and then He gives youegtado it so that the blessing may really come to
your soul, for everywhere gospel commands areadtby Christ Himself to men’s hearts, they, receiv-
ing them, find the ability coming with the command.

“But He is not here,” says one, “He is not heMetrily | say unto you in His name, He is here. His
word is, “Lo, | am with you always, even to the esfdhe world"—till this dispensation shall be exde
Christ will be where the gospel is preached. Wiiisemessage is honestly and truthfully deliverethwi
the Spirit of God, there Jesus Christ Himself isually present speaking through the lips of Hiesse
ants. Therefore, dear soul with the withered hammight Jesus Himself says to you, “Stretch fordiry

4 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 25




Sermon #1485 The Withered Hand 5

hand.” He is present to heal and His method isotarnand. He now commands. O gracious Spirit, be
present that men may obey.

[11. 1t is time for a few words upon another point ahdttis upon THE COMMAND ITSELF. The
command itself was, “Stretch forth your hand.” tine about that command that it goes to the very es
sence of the matter. It is not, “Rub your right ¢hamth your left.” It is not, “Show your hand toeh
priest and let him perform a ceremony upon itislhot, “Wash your hand,” but it is, “Stretch itrfio.”
That was the very thing he could not do and thesctimmand went to the very root of the mischief. As
soon as the hand was stretched out it was heatetharcommand went directly to the desired mark.

Now, my Lord and Master does not say to any of siomers tonight, “Go home and pray.” | hope
you will pray, but that is not the great gospel coamd. The gospel is, believe in the Lord JesussChri
and you shall be saved. Paul stood at the deadbf, with the trembling jailer who hardly understb
his own question, when he cried, “Sirs, what mukt to be saved?” And Paul, according to the practi
of some, should have said, “We must have a litteeygr,” or, “You must go home and read the Bible
and | must further instruct you until you are ibetter state.” He did nothing of the sort, but ¢hand
then Paul said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Chmgt gou shall be saved.” There is no gospel preached
unless you come to this, for salvation comes biyrfand by nothing short of it. That is just thefididlt
point, you tell me. Yes, and at the difficult pohis command strikes and says, “Stretch forth your
hand.” Or in the case of the sinner, “Believe ia tlord Jesus Christ”; for remember, all that anyai
ever do in the matter of eternal life, which has fadith in it, can be nothing after all but the aaff of
your carnal nature—and that is death. What can cofmbe movements of death but a still deeper
death? Death can never produce life. Prayer witfetit! What sort of prayer is it? It is the praydra
man who does not believe God. Shall a man expeaeictive anything of the Lord if he does not bediev
that God is and that He is the rewarder of therhdhigently seek Him? “Oh, but | must repent befdor
believe,” says one. What kind of repentance is wWiath does not trust God—does not believe in God?
An unbelieving repentance—is it not a selfish egpi@n of regret because of punishment incurred?
Faith must be mixed with every prayer and everydadaepentance or they cannot be acceptable, and
hence, we must go right straight to this point dedhand faith, saying, “Believe and live.” “Stretch
forth your hand.”

That stretching forth of the hand was entirahyact of faith It was not an act of sense. As a matter
of sense and nature, the man was, | say, weafde#s He only did it because his faith broughe thbil-
ity. It was a pure act of faith, that stretching otithe hand. “I still do not understand as ysgYys one,
“how a man can do what he cannot do?” But you wnltlerstand a great many other wonderful things
when the Lord teaches you, for the Christian e iseries of paradoxes, and for my own part, btlou
an experience unless there is something paradoxizalt it. At any rate, | am sure that it is sot tha
who can do nothing of myself, can do everythingtigh Christ which strengthens me. The man who is
seeking Christ can do nothing and if he believe€hbrnist, he can do everything and his withered hand
stretched out.

But in addition to its being an act of faith, &ens to me it was aact of decisionThere sit the
haughty, frowning Pharisees. Your imagination casilg picture those fine-looking gentlemen with
fringes to their garments and phylacteries acrioss foreheads. There, too, are the scribes alpped
up in their formal array—very grave and knowing mearsons were almost afraid to look at them; they
were so holy and so contemptuous. See, there thigyesjudges at court to try the Savior. Now, @hr
does, as it were, single out this poor man withitheved hand to be His witness and by His command
He practically asks him which he will do—will he ®pthe Pharisees or Himself? It is wrong to heal on
the Sabbath day, say the Pharisees. What do yqueaywith the withered hand over yonder? If you
agree with the Pharisees, of course you will dectm be healed on the Sabbath day and you won't
stretch out your hand. But if you agree with Jegos, will be glad to be healed, Sabbath or no Sdbba
Ah, | see. You will stretch out your hand and breakay from the tyrants who would keep you with-
ered. The man did as good as vote for Christ wieesttetched forth his hand. Many a soul has found
peace when at last he has held up his hand and*Sai#t or swim, lost or saved. Christ for me. Glri
for me. If | perish I will cling to His cross and Him alone will I look, for | am on His side, winetr He
will have compassion upon me or not.” When thatodiatecision is performed, then comes the healing.
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If you hold up your hand for Christ, He will makiea good hand, though now it is all paralyzed and
drooping, like a dead thing. Unworthy as you are,Hds the power, as you hold up your hand for Him,
to put life into it and to give you the blessinguydeart desires.
| think | hear somebody say, “Oh, sir, you wouttt he praising me too much if you were to say that
| do wish to be saved and saved in Christ’'s own.wayould give my very eyes to love Him.” Ah, you
need not lose your eyes. Give Him your trust; diien your soul’s eyes. Look to Him and live. “Oh,
that | could be saved,” says one. “How | long fiot May the Holy Spirit lead you to resolve in your
own soul that you will not be saved by anybody ®htist. O that you would determire
“He that suffered in my stead,
Shall my Physician be.
I will not be comforted
Till Jesus comforts me.”
When that is done, | do not doubt that throughhfait the Physician you will be quickened by divine
power and you will find healing at once.
V. So I will just lead you on, in the fourth place notice THIS MAN’'S OBEDIENCE. We are told
that he stretched forth his hand. Christ said,et8tr forth your hand.” Mark says, “And he did soliat
is to say, he stretched forth his hand. Now, olesémat this man did nato anything else in preference
to what Jesus commanddtough many awakened sinners are foolish enougty experiments. Christ
said, “Stretch forth your hand” and he did so.nftead of that, the man had walked across the-syna
gogue and brought himself up to Christ, the Masteuld have said, “I bade you do no such thing. |
bade you stretch forth your hand.” Suppose he hewl, twith his left hand, begun to grasp the rolihaf
law as it stood in the synagogue and had kissedtibf reverence—would that have been of any use?
The Master would only have said, “I bade you streftrth your hand.” Alas, there are many, many
souls that say, “We are bidden to trust in Jesus,jrstead of that we will attend the means of grac
regularly.” Do that, by all means, but not as assite for faith or it will become a vain confiden
The command is, “Believe and live.” Attend to thahatever else you do. “Well, | shall take to readi
good books, perhaps | shall get good that way.’'aByneans read good books, but that is not the gos-
pel—the gospel is, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Ghargl you shall be saved.” Suppose a physiciarahas
patient under his care and he says to him, “Youateke a bath in the morning. It will be of vameat
service to your disease.” But the man takes a ¢upaoin the morning instead of the bath and he,say
“This will do as well, I have no doubt.” What doeis physician say when he inquires, “Did you follow
my instructions?” “No, | did not.” “Then you do nekpect, of course, that there will be any goodiltes
for you have disobeyed me.” So we, practically, gayesus Christ, when we are under searching of
soul, “Lord, You bid me trust You, but | would rathdo something else. Lord, | need to have horrible
convictions. | want to be shaken over hell’s moutlant to be alarmed and distressed.” Yes, youtwan
everything but what Christ prescribes for you, viahis that you should simply trust Him. Whether you
feel or do not feel, you should just come and gastself on Him, thaHe may save you and He alone.
“But you do not mean to say that you speak agairesfing, and reading good books, and so on?” Not
one single word do | speak against any of thosegthiany more than if | were the physician | qupted
should speak against the man’s drinking a cupafltet him drink his tea, but not if he drinksnstead
of taking the bath which | prescribe for him. So tlkee man pray—the more the better. Let the man
search the Scriptures, but remember, that if tH@sgs are put in the place of simple faith in Ghrthe
soul will be ruined. Let me give you a text—did yeuer hear it quoted properly? “You search the
Scriptures, for in them you think you have etedifat but you will not come unto Me that you might
have life.” That is where the life is—in Christ—n®ten in searching Scripture, good as the seardiing
Scripture is. If we put even golden idols into filace of Christ, such idols are as much to be brase
if they were idols of mud or idols of dung. It meat not how good an action is—if it is not what i§hr
commands—you will not be saved by it. “Stretchlioypur hand,” He says. That was the way by which
the healing was to come—the man did nothing elsenareceived a gracious reward.
Notice thathe did not raise any questiarisow this man had a fair opportunity of raisingegtions.
| think he might very fairly have stood up in higge and said, “This is inconsistent, good Masteu
say to me, ‘Stretch forth your hand.” Now, You knthvat if | can stretch forth my hand, there is magh
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wrong with me and therefore there is no room foumiracle. And if | cannot stretch forth my hand,
how can You tell me so to do?” Have you not heardes of our friends, who like to make jests of holy
things and scoff at our doctrines of grace, dedha¢ we teach, “You can and you can’t; you shadl a
you shan’t”? Their description is right enough, ugb meant to ridicule us. We do not object to their
putting it thus if so it pleases them. We teachagares and contradictions to the eye, if you ooly-c
sider the letter—but if you get down into the irmest spirit, it is within these contradictions tllaé
eternal truth is found. We know that the man isddieatrespasses and sins—steeped in a spiritual and
moral torpor out of which he cannot raise himselet-go we by the Master's own command say,
“Awake, you that sleep and arise from the dead @hdst shall give you life.” Or in other words, we
say to the withered hand, “Be you stretched outd # is done. The blessed result justifies that ve
teaching which in itself seems so worthy of safcasimark.

Notice further that what the man did was thatwas told to do—stretch out his haamd he did
stretch out his hand. If you had asked him, “Didiwtretch out your hand?” perhaps he would have
said, “Of course | did. Nobody else did.” “Wait amate, my good man. Did yoof yourselfstretch out
your hand?” “Oh, no,” he would say, “because | htaiedd many times before and | could not, but this
time | did it.” “Then how was it that you were alitedo it?” “Jesus told me to do it and | was widf—
and it was done.” | do not expect that he couldehaxplained the rationale of it and perhaps we @ann
either. It must, indeed, have been a very beausifylt to see that poor, withered, limp, wilted ¢han
first hanging down and then stretched out befdréhal people in the middle of the synagogue. Do you
not see the blood begin to flow, the nerves gaipiogyer, and the hand opening like a reviving flo®ver
Oh, the delight of his sparkling eyes as at firstdould only fix them upon the little finger andeth
thumb to see if they were really all alive! Thentbened, looked at that blessed One who had healed
him and seemed anxious to fall down at His feetgned Him all the praise! Even so, we cannot explai
conversion and regeneration and the new birth dntiai—but we know this—that Jesus Christ says,
“Believe,” and we believe. By our own power? No.tBs we will to believe (and He gives us that will)
there comes a power to do according to His gooalspie.

| look around me, wondering where is the man wh#hwithered hand tonight or where is the wom-
an with the withered hand. To such | would say ymMaster's name, “Stretch out that hand of yours.”
It is an auspicious moment. A great thing shaltdbee unto you. Believe now. You have said befdre, “
can never believe.” Now trust Jesus. Sink or sviiost Him.—

“Venture on Him, venture wholly.

Let no other trust intrude,

None but Jesus

Can do helpless sinners good.”
Our Lord Jesus never casts away a sinner who tirustsn. Oh, | would almost put it like this—If you
do not feel that you can come, or ought to com€hdst being so unworthy, sneak in. Sneak into His
house of mercy, just as you have known a hungrysieagl in where there has been something to eat.
The butcher very likely would deal him a kick if kaw him after a bone, but if he once gets it, lag m
as well make off with it and keep it to himself.€Fh is this blessed thing about my Master—if yow ca
get a crumb from under His table, He will not takaway from you, for He never casts out those that
come. However they come, He neither turns them awaaytakes back the blessing. He never says,
“Come here, sir, you have no right to hope in Mgagr.” Remember the woman in the crowd that dared
not come to Christ before His face, but who canteriieHim and touched the hem of His garment? She
stole the cure from Him, as it were, and what del 4ay? “Come here, My woman, come here. What
have you done? O, what right had you to touch Myngat and steal a cure? For this a curse shall come
upon you”? Did He speak thus in indignation? NatldtNot at all! He bade her come and she told Him
the truth and He said, “Daughter, be of good ch¥eur faith has made you whole.” Get at Him, soul!
Behind or in front, push for a touch of Him! Makelash at Him. If there is a crowd of devils between
you and Christ, plow your way through them by rasolfaith. Though you are the most unworthy
wretch that ever trusted Him, trust Him now thamiay be told in heaven that there is a bigger sinne
saved today than ever was saved before. Such atisalwill make Christ more glorious than He ever
was. And if yours is a worse case than He everhidiavith His healing hand to this day, well then,
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when He has touched and healed you, as He wille twl be more praise to Him in heaven than He
ever had before. O soul, | wish | could persuadetgodraw near to Him, but only my Master can do it
May He draw you by His great grace!

V. The last thing to consider is THE RESULT OF THISREITCHING OUT OF THE MAN’'S
HAND IN OBEDIENCE TO THE COMMAND. He was healed.

| have already tried to set before you the faat the healing wamanifest.lt was also immediate.
The man had not to stand there a long time, bub&ml was straightway healed—and yet the cure was
perfect,for his hand was whole like unto the other, jusuaeful as his left hand had been, with all the
extra dexterity which naturally belongs to the tighwas perfectly healed, though healed in a mume
You may depend upon it, that it wasrmanentiyhealed for, though | have heard it said that saoedis
fall from grace and perish, | never believed it, flhave never read of any of the cases which aud L
cured that they became bad again. | never heaadwthered hand that was healed and was paralyzed a
second time. Nor will it ever be. My Master’s cutast foreverl remember seeing in the shop windows
some years ago that there was to be had withimamentarycure” for the toothache. | noticed after a
few months that the proprietor of that valuable wiee, whatever it was, had discovered that nobody
wanted a momentary cure and so the word “momentagg changed for the wortinstantaneous,”
which was a great improvement. | am afraid that esgraople’s salvation is a momentary salvation.
They get a sort of grace and then they lose itragéhey get peace and by-and-by it is gone. What is
needed is permanence and there is always permairetioe work of Christ. “The gifts and calling of
God are without repentance” and His healing is neeeoked. O soul, do you see, then, what is to be
had at this moment of Jesus? Healing for life;\delince from the withering power of sin througle lif
and through eternity! This is to be had by cheeoh#dience to the matchless command, “Stretch forth
your hand,” or in other words, “Trust, trust, trisDnly this week | was talking with one who said h
could not trust Christ and | said, “But, my deaetid, we cannot have that. Could you trust me?”, Yes
he could trust me. “Why can you trust me and nadttthe Lord Jesus? | will put it another way. dlly
said to me | cannot trust you, what would that y?pl*Why,” he said, “it would mean, of course, that
you were a very bad fellow, if | could not trustuwy6“Ah,” | said, “that is exactly what you insintea
when you say you cannot trust Jesus, for he tHeves not has made Him a liar. Do you mean to say
that God is a liar?” The person to whom | spokendback with horror from that consequence and said
“No, sir, | am sure that God is true.” Very welen, you can certainly trust one who is true. Tloane
be no difficulty in that, to trust and rest uporeowmhom you cannot doubt must follow as a matter of
course upon your good opinion of Him. Your beliedtt He is true is a sort of faith. Throw yourseit u
on Him now. Just as | lean upon this rail withraly weight, lean like that upon the mercy of God in
Christ Jesus. That is faith. If God’s mercy in Ghgannot save you, be lost. Make it your sole rapme
confidence. Hang on your God in Christ Jesus as/éissel hangs upon the nail. As a man casts his
whole weight upon his bed, so throw yourself unmesdly upon the divine love which was seen in Je-
sus and is seen there still. If you do this, yoalldhe saved. And | do not mean merely that youl iea
saved from hell, for the power of faith, workingyiau by God, the Holy Spirit, shall save you froon-|
ing sin anymore. Being forgiven, you will hencefolbve Him who forgives you and you will receive a
new principle of action which shall be strong enoug break the bars of your old habits and youlshal
rise into a pure and holy life. If the Son shallkeaou free, you shall be free indeed—and free you
shall be at once if you now trust Him. The LordrdrHis blessing, for Christ’'s sake. Amen.
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