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“And He commanded us to preach unto the people aadestify that it is He which
was ordained of God to be the Judge of the quickldhe dead.”
Acts 10:42.

You will notice throughout this short address byePdow very careful he is to speak not at all upon
his own authority, but wholly upon the authoritytbe Most High. He commences his conversation by
saying that God had shown him that it would betrfgh him, as a Jew, to commune with Gentiles. God
had shown it to him—he had not, therefore, brokenugh Jewish law as the result of his own judg-
ment, but under divine direction. He goes on to mw@mce his sermon by saying, “The word which God
sent unto the children of Israel.” He had cometdfure, not with a word of his own inventing, buttw
a word of God’s sending. “That word, | say, you wribThen he speaks of Jesus of Nazareth Himself as
anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power, anel $§peaks of himself and his fellow apostles as-“wit
nesses,” bearing testimony to what the Lord Jesdlsdone. Now, this way of speaking was perhaps
rendered the more necessary by the mistaken reseekeinich Cornelius had rendered to his person, for
he fell down at the apostle’s feet and worshippied, but it should be the constant habit of all thie-
isters of Christ. It is ours to keep within the hdaries of our commission and shield ourselvesriokhi
its authority. What are we that we should of owssglhave anything to say unto you, my brethren?
What is our authority and by what right can we &pafaourselves? Verily, we have no such power over
you and if we come unto you in our own name, bichosGod speed. Every true minister must speak
because he is commanded to speak. He must speakeisacommanded to speak and he must be pre-
pared to fall back upon the authority of the Wofdod continually. “If they speak not accordingthas
word, it is because there is no light in them.” Buhe testimony of any man is in accordance wiih
Word of God then is God with him and it would beiloeis to reject his testimony.

The apostle was not long in his address beforeahee to the doctrine of the judgment of all men by
Jesus Christ. He says that he was commanded tohpiteand therefore he did preach it. It may not be
called, “the gospel,” but it is certainly a mostpiantant accessory truth to the gospel—it is ontho$e
doctrines without which a gospel ministry would et complete. | mean that if in any testimony con-
cerning Christ, the doctrine that He shall come®@oad time to judge the world were utterly negldcte
such a testimony would not be a complete gospatcelgou find that Paul, when he preached to the
famous congregation of the Areopagites, took canggist upon this truth. In Acts 17:30-31, he says
“The times of this ignorance God winked at; but nmwmmands all men everywhere to repent because
He has appointed a day in the which He will judgeworld in righteousness by that man whom He has
ordained; whereof He has given assurance untoell im that He has raised Him from the dead.” This
was also a part of Paul's subject when he stoodrédielix, “He reasoned of righteousness, temperanc
and judgment to come”—and this made Felix tremfalethere is great force of conviction in that sol-
emn truth. The doctrine of the judgment of the wdsyy Christ was used by Peter and Paul and other
apostles as a sort of preliminary truth which tiegisted upon before they came to the essenceeof th
gospel which consists in preaching Jesus Chriat&avior. They plowed with this doctrine beforeythe
sowed the invitations of the gospel. They did matwever, lay the axe to the root and then forget to
proclaim the word of grace—they preached the teradrthe Lord, not in a legal, but a gospel manner.
Peter does so in this case, for he first speakdhaft in the judgment and then in verse 43 he ddas
Him give all the prophets witness, that through Késne whosoever believes in Him shall receive re-
mission of sins.”
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This morning, in obedience to the same commastall try to speak, first of all, upon the message,
and secondly, upon the evident importance to lzela¢d to it which we shall in a great measure gathe
from the words of our text. May the Holy Spirit whroPeter’s day fell on all those who heard hisdyor
fall also upon you as you are led to believe inltbed Jesus.

|. First, let us consider THE MESSAGE which God comdsaall His servants to declare. That
message begins with the assurance ttiest is a moral government. There is a Judge over the race of
men—we are not as the locusts, of whom Solomon tbeyghey have no king. The world is not left un-
observed of God to be as a den of wild beastspmna of fish where everyone devours his fellow and
none calls them to account. Men are not permittedtwhatsoever is right in their own eyes, butdhe
is a law and a Governor over them. God has comandatieauthority unto His Son and Jesus Christ at
this moment reigns and rules over the whole raaeedd, taking account of all the actions that aneedo
in their bodies and making note of everything idasrto the summing up of all things by-and-by. Eher
is a law, there is a rule, and there is a govertmoesr the human commonwealth. The race is notdeft
anarchy—Jesus Christ is Head of all.

That being announced, we have to go on to saythibed will be a judgment. “It is appointed unto
men once to die, but after this the judgment.” Res itesult of there being a government over mankind,
judgment will be held wherein cases will be triet gustice will be administered. This indeed is the
sanction and support of the law that it will calémto account. Its voice of power proclaims, “O you
house of Israel, | will judge you everyone aftes tiays.” There will be a day of final account. kede
not stop to quote the numerous passages of S@iptnich assert that every one of us must give an ac
count of himself before God, for we are fully peadad that “We shall all stand before the judgment
seat of Christ.” But my brethren, we think thatradsonable persons will conclude that there meist b
judgment if they will only consider the charactérGod. Being the ruler of the world, He must do-jus
tice. We should count any man who was made a ki@ Imniserable counterfeit of a monarch if he nev-
er administered justice at all. If we had a staitheut laws or laws without punishments for thodeow
broke them, we should be indeed in a wretched tiondand our king would be the mimicry of royalty.
But such is not the case in the kingdom of Him whies over all. It is said of our Lord, “You love
righteousness and hate wickedness”—this makeselishfat He wills to do justice, and as assuredly as
He has power to punish transgression, we feeliodtiat He will do so. There will come a day in wini
He will judge the acts of men because His charastaot such that He could or would trifle with levi
“Be not deceived, God is not mocked; whatsoeveaa sows, that shall he also reap.” “The Father who
without respect of persons judges according toyewn’s works” will not permit offenders to insult
His laws with impunity. It is wrapped up in the yadea of God that He is Judge of all the earth and
must do right—and to do right He must hold a fioalirt in which He will “render to every man accord-
ing to his deeds.”

The character of man equally involves a judgmiemthe is evidently a responsible being and this is
dear to anybody who cares to open his eyes. Wet cmirthe cattle of the hills or the fish of thegse-
sponsible—let them do what they may. No one blatheswolf that he howls or the lion that he de-
vours, but when we come to think of man, we redand as a creature whose actions have a moral
guality about them and are either right or wromgfalct, he is a responsible agent. Surely, whezeetls
responsibility there is a law and where there lsvwathere must some day or other be rewards fok wel
doers and punishments for malefactors. The cotistitand nature of man inevitably require this Isee
his responsibility is given to him in vain. Now etlpresent tangled condition of the world’s histoay
quires that there should be a day of rectificaabrihe end of time. At this moment, we often see th
wicked prosper while the righteous are abasedhi&tday, the mirth and the jollity are often corteelc
with sin, while sorrow and grief go hand in handhngodliness in many and many an instance. Remem-
ber how the wise man argued and be persuaded bedssning, “Moreover, | saw under the sun the
place of judgment, that wickedness was there; hadptace of righteousness, that iniquity was there.
said in my heart, God shall judge the righteous taedwvicked.” Since the actions of men are evigentl
left unpunished now and high-handed sin holds pptixre must come a righting of the wrong and a
clearing of the just. The Judge of all the earthlstto right and how can this be but by a final atdju
ment in which it shall be clearly seen that thotigd wicked prosper for a while, they are as bukock

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 25




Sermon #1476 Jesus, The Judge 3

fattening for the slaughter—and though the rightesuwifer for a while, it is but as the gold suffarshe
furnace—that it may come forth purified. Every hetimat has ever groaned under the oppressor’s
wrong, every soul that has ever writhed under tioeighman’s arrogance must feel that there mushbe a
end to the reign and riot of evil and a time in ethinnocence shall be avenged. Every Job mayifift h
self up before his false accusers and say, “I kttaw my avenger lives and that He will stand inldte

ter day upon the earth.”

Moreover, there is in the consciences of mostotfof all men, a testimony to a coming judgment. |
will not say of all men, for | believe that somemage to drug their self-consciousness as at |lagiitd
all their fears. But the most of men believe irudgment to come and in their more thoughtful moods
are alarmed thereat. There is more faith as tguidhgment than we dream of in those who are most pro
fanely daring in their speeches against God. Thsam why they speak so exceedingly proud is because
their consciences make them cowards and to veil teevardice they use bombastic words. These are
the men that tremble first—the men that first coy tor mercy when the hand of God begins to touch
them. How very seldom do you find a man die in terested unbelief! At some time or other, reason
will speak and conscience will be heard and than ‘ttiread of something after death” makes men cling
even to the most wretched state—choosing, ratbdsear the ills they have than fly to others tiatyt
know not of. Universal conscience, or almost ursaeconscience, speaks like a prophet within tlé so
and tells of a throne of judgment, a heaven, ahella

Now, whether we had or had not this argument ppstt us would make not one jot of difference to
those of us who believe in the Word of God. WhatlGays would always be enough for us, even if the
nature of things and the apparent force of reakonld flatly contradict His Word. Yes, | will evgut
it in that harsh way. We are always glad when wetlge subordinate help of arguments fetched from
the nature of things and so forth, but we care \iglg about them. We have accepted the Bible as
God's revelation. We believe the teaching of thi®kto be infallible and inasmuch as the Scriptures
declare that there is a judgment to come, we cenfly look for it.

Now, according to the revelation of the gospiails judgment will be conducted by the man, Christ
Jesus. God will judge the world, but it will be throudtis Son whom He has ordained and appointed to
actually carry out the business of that last tresho@is day. He who shall sit upon the throne is Sbe
of man.” He will be thus enthroned, | suppose, lpdrécause it is involved in His mediatorial offize
which the Lord has put all things in subjection en#lis feet. He is at the right hand of God—"angels
and authorities, and powers being made subject dmon” God has been pleased to put the world, not
under the direct government of personal deity,under the government of the Mediator, that He might
deal with us in mercy. That Mediator is Prophete$strand King—and His kingship would be shorn of
its glory if the King had not the power of life addath and the power of holding court and judgimng H
subjects. Jesus Christ, therefore, being mediatiimy and Sovereign and all power being given unto
Him in heaven and in earth, He will take unto Hithsts great power at the last and will judge thee n
tions. This high position is also awarded to ourd.as an honor from the Father by which shall be
wiped away every trace of the shame and dishomougfh which He passed among the sons of men.
The kings of the earth stood up to judge Him, betytshall stand before Him to be judged. The rulers
took counsel together to condemn Him, but the suldrall stand at His bar to be themselves con-
demned. Pontius Pilate and the chief priests sltidile there, and Caesar and all Caesars and @adrs
emperors and kings and princes shall do homageaéeéfn in the lowest manner by standing before
His judgment seat as prisoners to be tried by Hihere will be no recollection of the scepter ofdee
for He shall break His enemies with a rod of irdhere shall be no marks of the thorn-crown, for on
His head shall be many a diadem. Men shall not beeable to think of Him as the man of tears with
His visage sadly marred by grief and shame, forgyiss shall be as flames of fire and His countemanc
as the sun shining in its strength. O cross, wieate? shame there was about you shall be wiped out
forever among the sons of men, for this man shiallpon the throne of judgment! The Father designed
to put this honor upon Him and He has right weBetged it. Jesus Christ as God has a glory which He
had with the Father before the world was, but ad-@an, He has a glory which His Father has given
Him to be the reward of that labor of life and delby which He has redeemed His people. “Give unto
the Lord glory and strength” is the ascription tbfHiis saints and God, the everlasting Father hased
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this unto His Son, concerning whom He has sworh ¢vary knee shall bow before Him and every
tongue shall confess that He is Lord to the gldrgod the Father. “Behold, the Lord comes with ten
thousands of His saints to execute judgment uplomrd to convince all that are ungodly among them
of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungamiynmitted, and of all their hard speeches which un-
godly sinners have spoken against Him.”

| want you especially to remember that in the HBtyiptures we are perpetually reminded in refer-
ence to the judgment that it is a judgmenthm®yman Christ Jesus. There must be special reason for this
honor done to the manhood of our Lord or it woutd be so continually insisted upon. Daniel in his
prophecy (7:13), says, “I saw in the night visi@ml behold, one like the Son of man came with the
clouds of heaven and came to the Ancient of days tlaey brought Him near before Him.” The coming
one in his vision was “the Son of man” and we abw to whom that title belongs. Hence our Lord
Himself very early in His ministry took care to ictafor Himself this power of governance and judg-
ment. Turn to John 5:22, where He says, “The Fgtiiges no man, but has committed all judgment
unto the Son: that all men should honor the Soanes they honor the Father.” Then in verse 27, He
gives us the reason for His being thus ordaindektthe Judge, “And He has given Him authority te ex
ecute judgment also, because He is the Son of nsanthat not only does Daniel see Him as the Son of
man, but Jesus Christ Himself declares that thiecaity to judge is given to Him because He is t@ S
of man—there being in that fact a peculiar reasbg t¥e should be Judge of all mankind. Your memo-
ries will at once allow you to recollect that irethamous pictures drawn by our Lord wherein He de-
scribes the judgment (Matt 25:31-32), He takes tareegin by saying, “When the Son of man shall
come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Hittnen shall He sit upon the throne of His glonyda
before Him shall be gathered all nations: and Hal Separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divides his sheep from the goats.” He does notHimtiself the Son of God in this case, but says,eTh
Son of man shall come in His glory.” So is it tooMatthew 13:41—"The Son of man shall send forth
His angels and they shall gather out of His kingddhthings that offend.” This it was which seeros t
have struck the apostle Paul so much when he quoted the Psalms and applied the language to
Christ in Hebrews 2, “What is man that You are muhdf him? Or the son of man, that You visit him?
You made him a little lower than the angels; Yoawamed him with glory and honor, and did set him
over the works of Your hands: You have put all ¢isinn subjection under his feet.” Whereon he says,
“We see Jesus crowned with glory and honor.”

It is as Son of man as well as Son of God thatLoud will judge the world at the last great day B
sure then of His impartiality. He is God yet man-hg an intense sympathy both with the King and
with the subjects—having manifested His grace dweife rebellious and being yet filled with intense
love to the Father and His law. If we could have #hection of a judge, what being could we suppose
more impartial or so impartial as the Lord, whougb He counted it not robbery to be equal with God,
yet made Himself of no reputation and took upon $&ththe form of a servant and was made in the
likeness of sinful flesh? O blessed Judge, be Yamnee enthroned by the choice of the whole craatio

This person is peculiarly suitable to be Judgeabse He has a perfect knowledge of the law. Yes,
“Your law is My delight,” He says. He put on rigbtesness as a garment. The Lord Jesus Christ, from
His youth up, was an exceedingly deep scholar efldlv of God. He grew as a child in wisdom con-
cerning the will of God. His ears were opened tartes He learned that He might know how to speak a
word in season to them that are weary. He knowsathefor He made Himself subject to it and kept it
in all its parts. This is the first requisite ofualge—to be thoroughly well-acquainted with thetsiz
book. Yet further, He knows also the evil of lavedking. What a Judge is this whom God has appoint-
ed, who, strange to say, has Himself suffered ifotl®ugh in Him was no sin, for He was holy, harm-
less, undefiled, and separate from sinners. Yesting of sin, which is death, He has endured &ed t
curse of sin has passed upon Him, as it is writi€nrsed is everyone that hangs on a tree.” Witlatwh
precision then can He judge who, being both Godraad and knowing well the law, has also an inti-
mate acquaintance with all the heinousness andedidss of law-breaking! Well did the Father choose
Him to be the Judge of the quick and the deadut$ judgment beyond a fault when He who is the
Friend of sinners is made the Judge of sinners.
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Thus much then concerning the fact that therelveill judgment and that this judgment will be con-
ducted by the man, Christ Jesus. Now observethigjudgment will concern all mankind. He will
judge the quick and the dead, that is, those whbbsialive at His coming He will judge as well as
those who have already died. He may come before sfras shall die. The time of His advent we can-
not guess, but we shall certainly appear beforejudigment seat whenever He shall fix the assize. Th
summons will exempt no man—from the utmost endtefearth shall they come. None will be able to
hide themselves in solitary places or to find sredtmongst the crowded cities. Here and therenai-cri
nal escapes the vigilant eye of human law. Thougghdifficult to do so, there have been cunningime
who year after year have managed by various disguis escape recognition and have continued their
depredations and evaded the police. But there bballo such instance among all that shall be alie
remain at the coming of the Lord. And as for thadlevho have died in past ages, they shall all rise
again. What prodigious multitudes! What crowds thatfle all arithmetic! Yet shall they all be ar-
raigned and tried—all the living and all the deddCaristian lands and heathen lands—of antediluvian
ages and of ages upon which the ends of the eawh ¢ome. Kings and princes and every bondman,
rich and poor, small and great, shall all standhet last great day in Christ’s great judgment.hall
concerns you, my brothers, as it does me. It coiscgou, my sister and your children, as well as¢ho
who have gone before. As surely as the Lord littes things that are seen shall pass away—mountains
and hills shall flee before Him and rocks shallrbelted down at His presence—but His Word shall
never pass away. And behold, He comes. “Behold¢cdtees with clouds and every eye shall see Him,
and they also which pierced Him and all kindredghefearth shall wail because of Him.”

Just a few words concerning this judgment. Wherdbies come, thaudgment will be a very emi-
nent one. It will be a judgment fixed by the peremptory im@hce of God, for the text says that He has
“ordained” Jesus to sit as Judge. It is by ordieaaicd decree that Jesus Christ will take the thrdee
takes not this honor upon Himself on His own autiipbut He claims the throne as one that was or-
dained of God as was Aaron. In all His offices, dimtes the divine decree and for this, the lastllof
He has the ordinance of God to be the Judge ofjtick and the dead. Everything done will be by di-
vine authority—there will be the stamp and seahefeverlasting God set upon everything that s¥all
transacted on that grand occasion. The wholewiiabe most solemnly conducted. | shall not faia-
gle moment attempt a description of the scene. elleroom indeed for imagery and poetry, but we
have none of these and want them not this morAihg will suffice, “For the Lord Himself shall de-
scend from heaven with a shout, with the voicehef archangel, and with the trump of God: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first” (1 Thes 4:16).

There shall be shoutings when He comes, astifi@langelic bands lifted up their voices in acclama
tion and above them all one voice shall ring oustmoajestically, the voice of the archangel. Ant ye
above all other sounds a trumpet call shall thuridegh, most dreadful to the ears of ungodly men.
Louder than ten thousand thunders shall it peat eaeth and sea and none shall be able to resist th
summons. Then, in His descent, the Judge shall iptsshe region of the clouds upon a great white
throne shall He sit and every eye shall see Him—adsal they which crucified Him. His coming will be
with great pomp of angelic splendor, fit for thatstof such a King and for the solemnity of suctap

That judgment will be very searching, for the d@f@BRaul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:10 that wellsha
give an account for the deeds done in the body) eae according to what he has done, whether it is
good or whether it is bad. And our Savior, in Matth12:36, informs us that for every idle word that
man shall speak he must give account in the Dayudgment—words, therefore, will be put in evidence
as well as actions. Yes, and there will be an agctaken in that day of things which never reactined
publicity of words, for you know how Solomon closepl the book of Ecclesiastes by saying that, “God
will bring every work into judgment, with every setthing, whether it is good or whether it is évil
Paul also says, “God will judge the secrets of tmgdesus Christ according to my gospel.” Such #hing
as were never known by our fellow creatures andewergotten by ourselves shall be revealed and
judged. Imaginations, lustings, and desires ofthd, secret thoughts and passions and murmurilg sh
be laid open before all men and before God shatkoning be made.

That judgment will be of a very exact kind. It lWpkoceed upon evidence and documentary testimo-
ny—slander and hearsay will not be mentioned. Naodemnation will come upon good men through
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the whisperings of malicious tongues, but everygtshall be gone about in due order and according to
the rules of the court of heaven. Listen to thisnd | saw a great white throne and Him that satton
from whose face the earth and the heavens fled ,aavalthere was found no place for them: and | saw
the dead, small and great stand before God, anddbk&s were opened”—documentary testimony
brought into court as evidence, “and another boak wpened, which is the book of life and the dead
were judged out of those things which were writtethe books, according to their works.” Don’t you
see that the judgment will be done by record anenso affidavit, in that great Court of King's Berkch
There will be no hurry, no passing over judgmerthvai light hand—all will be done in truth and eguit
and according to facts recorded by the infalliolencscience of God.

But what severity of justice will then be seem, tlangs will not be judged by their outward appear
ance, but put to thorough test and trial. Hearvibeds of the Lord, “Every man’s work shall be made
manifest: for the day shall declare it, becausshdll be revealed by fire; and the fire shall twery
man’s work of what sort it is.” Well may we cry WiMalachi, “But who may abide the day of His com-
ing? And who shall stand when He appears? For Hleeis refiner’s fire and like a fuller’s soap.”

The sentences which will then be pronounced velkb just as to be indisputable and even the con-
demned will admit the justness thereof. At the faslat day, not one of the condemned shall betable
deny his guilt nor the justice of the sentence.ugiosent to hell, he will feel it is what he dessvYou
remember when the king came in to see the guedtfoand a man that had not on a wedding garment,
the intruder could make no excuse, but stood spessh There shall be an assent in every human mind
to the sentence of the Christ of God—it shall flaslsh awful conviction into the soul of every sinne
that, though he is damned, his own soul shall ‘%ayen,” to the condemnation. Oh, what a Judgment
Day will that be in which everyone shall be cerfa@men in his own sad case, that the verdict of the
Judge is bright as the sun with righteousness andat be appealed against! This, surely, will ke th
hell of hell that it is deserved even in its utmpahg and bitterest pain. Oh, my hearers, will ahyou
have to say, “Amen,” to your own condemnation?aypthe Lord to save you from such a fate.

That verdict will be final and irreversible. Whdasus has once pronounced it, there will be no ap-
peal, no suing out of a writ of error, no revershthe decree. He Himself has said it, “These shall
away into everlasting punishment: but the rightelots life eternal.” There will be no delay in exec
tion, nor escape from the doom. There will be reelgtg of the heart to endure it and no outliving t
doom. It will last on in all its terror, the finakerdict of the Judge of all the earth, pronouncgdhe
Christ of love. | know not how to speak upon sudheme as this, but must leave it as it standsréefo
you. May the Holy Spirit impress it upon your minds

Il. | desire, in the second place, to call your attentior a little while to THE EVIDENT IM-
PORTANCE OF THIS MESSAGE. Its importance may bengetd from the text because it says, “He
commanded us to preach this.” Did the eternal Geel g command for us to preach this truth?

Then He must know, in His infinite wisdom, thaété is a great necessity for its being declared. Bu
please notice the way in which the command is texeeuted. “He commanded us to preach.” Now, to
preach means to herald, to proclaim. Lo, we this mt@cede the great Judge, as the trumpeters go be-
fore our judges on judgment day and this is our e comes! He comes! He comes! The Man of
Nazareth, Jesus, the crucified, is coming, appdidteige of the quick and the dead!” And we arayo c
this with all the loudness of voice and earnestmégsne and solemnity of manner which become the
heralds of the King of kings.

Whether you believe it or not, He comes; whettar tifle with it or not, whether you are rebels or
loyal subjects, He comes and that speedily. He sdam@idge the world in righteousness and the geopl
in equity. Thus we make solemn proclamation inméisne, declaring to you a fact which you do well to
hear with serious hearts and thoughtful minds.

But then it is added that we an® testify that it is He.” Having given the proclamation, we ¢hen
to bear witness solemnly and to speak the fact amdrover again for God, adding our own belief that
is surely true. In the Greek, this word “testify’ very forcible, something like the affirmation whi
those of us who account it wrong to take an oathkaown to make in courts of law. We give our sol-
emn affirmation and truthful testimony that it is. 8t is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing the
truth that we declare when we tell you that Jesuss€Cof Nazareth, the Son of man, is coming upan t
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clouds of heaven to judge the quick and the deasl.av® to speak of this as a thing we know and are
certain of—and we are to stand before men, andheh¢hey will hear or whether they will forbear—
testify that it is so. That which is to be both geamed and testified in obedience to the divinenowand

IS no mean matter. Hearken to it and take good,Hdeaseech you.

And this is to be doneutito the people’—not to some few, but to all the people—to the tes, to
the nations. Wherever we go, this is to be padusfproclamation as the heralds of Christ, “Behéid,
comes to judge mankind.” To you, my hearers, eweeyou is this word of warning sent. Will you not
regard it?

Now, brethren, there is importance in this, ndiy@ctcording to the text, but from other reasofs. |
you think awhile you will see that it sheds a griggtit upon the future of the ungodly. Whatever you
my brother, choose to say of the wrath of God wiscevealed concerning the impenitent, pleasekthin
of this. It may be you feel troubled about its drsaverity and eternity, but let this ease youplesity
that the Judge upon whom the sentence dependsus @drist, the Savior of men. | feel perfectlyesaf
in leaving the future of the wicked in such handd4és, and however terrible may be His own words—
and they are terrible to the last degree—aboufuhge of the lost, I, for one, can never quarrghw
Him. If it were Moses that spoke, if he spoke fardi|1 dare not challenge him, yet there might ke th
temptation. But when He speaks who is the Son of, e all the earth keep silence before Him. The
severity which He exercises must be inevitable sgwveyou can be sure of that. If there is pain and
anguish and wrath to every soul of man that doéstben since it is the Christ who will pronounitgt
will be because it must be and cannot be helpedmmst be so in the nature of things. Therefore, we
bow before this dreadful doctrine of Scripture amgtead of trying to quiet men in their sins, weWwn
the terrors of the Lord and we beseech them insEsistead that they be reconciled to God—

“You sinners, seek His face,
Whose wrath you cannot bear.
Fly to the shelter of His cross
And find salvation there.”
Fly into the clefts of that rock which otherwiselvgrind you to powder when it falls upon you.

This doctrine too, that Christ is Judge, oughtemdw be forgotten because it reflects great glgry
on Him. Ah, sons of men, you may despise Him, batisiyour Master after all. You may say, “Let us
break His bands asunder and cast His cords frofrbus,Jehovah’s own decree has set Him as King
upon His holy hill of Zion. You may, if you will,ite your lips and rage and rave against the in¢arna
God, Jesus our Lord and King, but you shall staefbie Him as surely as you live, to confess the
blindness and the futility of your opposition amde made to bow your knees in terror, if you wok
bend them now in reverence. Yes, He is King. Theldvimmay say what it wills and there may come
darker times than these, but the lone star gledansagth undying brightness—the Star of the morning
which ushers in the eternal day. Jesus comes aed Wl comes, light breaks for all that are on His
side—and the black and murky darkness of an endigbs shall descend on all that are His foes.

| close by noticing that the importance of thiculme is very great if we recollect its benefiogi
fect upon our everyday life. | constantly hearyspeople, wicked persons, say, “Tell the peopleuabo
something that has to do with today—about cleaslrend honesty and all that.”

As if we did not do that and as if we were not fin& to exhort men to fulfill all manner of sotia
duties. Do we not bid them think on whatsoeverdhiare pure, honest, temperate, and of good repute?
But if | want men to live righteously, soberly, ahdnestly, | know of no motive that can have gneate
weight with them than this of a judgment to comakéd that away from us, what have we to urge upon
the sons of men at all? If they are to die liketésuthey will live like brutes. If there is no bafter,
they do well to say, “Let us eat and drink, for tomow we die.” This, though it looks like a future
thing, is one of the present-day questions of eveyr. You are stewards—you will have to give your
account. Your Lord will come and question you agdar use of His goods. Will anybody in his senses
tell me that this is unpractical? Surely every osable man will admit that for the promotion ofhig
and truth and holiness, this is one of the mosttma considerations that can possibly be fouh&dd
will judge men at the last, it behooves men tolsme they live today.
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Another special benefit of this truth is its caming and awakening power. Men tremble when they
hear of judgment to come and they are led to aghdt must we do to be saved?” Men begin to confess
their sin when they are told that the law by whicéy will be judged is spiritual and reaches ewethe
thoughts and intents of the heart. “Then,” they, Safno can stand before His presence when oncesHe i
angry? If even to think an evil thought or to lastevil desire brings condemnation, who among as ca
stand when the heart-searching God shall sift tims ®f men?” This is the reason why it ought to be
preached, for only penitents convinced of sin &y to accept the remission of sins. This is ph@av
which makes furrows for the good seed. This issiligeon’s knife which prepares for the reception of
the healing balm.

And O, my brothers and sisters, you all know hawckening this doctrine is to Christians. We do
not fear the Day of Judgment—we do not dread tbeght of standing before our Lord Jesus because
we have a plea which we know will answer every pag Our plea is this—we have been tried, con-
demned, and punished already. Judge of all, Yowkwben we were tried, judged, and condemned!
Lo, in Your hands are the nail prints which are withesses that You did bear our sins in Your own
body on the tree. Lo, at Your side You wear theyrgem which tells how Your own heart made expia-
tion for the guilt of all that trust in You. We ar®t afraid, for there is no judgment for him wiso i
judged already. There is no punishment for him wehpunished already in a Substitute whom God has
accepted. Yet this expectation of judgment quickendo holy duty—we feel that since the Master
comes, we would be as men that look for their Laimmd stand with our loins girded, doing service, ex-
pecting to hear His footstep at any moment—

“O watch and pray! The Judge is at the door,

Before His flaming bar you soon must stand.

O watch! And keep your garments spotless pure,

And then shall you be found at His right hand.”
| shall be glad if any word that | have spoken uptms truth shall strike and stick and abide in ryou
hearts—and make those think who have been mostglitless concerning the world to come. Years ago
a gentlewoman had been spending an afternoon @d¢ ead the evening at a ball and such-like amuse-
ments. She came home very late and found that he&t-servant, who was sitting up waiting for her,
was reading a book. “Ah,” she said, “are you stidting over your dull books? They make you moping
and melancholy.” The lady retired to her chambet, ¢he slept not. In the night she was troubled and
fell a-weeping. Sleep forsook her. She tossed tbfem and at length she called her maid. She said,
“Madam, what ails you? | thought | left you very meand well.” “Oh,” she said, “but | looked over
your book and | only saw one word and that wordgstime. | cannot sleep. | cannot bear it.” “What
word was it, Madam?” “It was that word, ‘ETERNITYOh, maid,” she said, “it is very well for me to
sport and play and waste my time as | have doneplueternity, eternity, eternity! How can | face
eternity?” And so that night was turned to weepamgl to prayer. | could wish the same might happen
now to many of you. The Judge is at the door. Jesuges to judge you—will you have Him now to be
your Savior? If not, His coming will cause you t@ep and wail—and that throughout eternity. Re-
member that word, ETERNITY. God bless you all. Amen

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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