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“They shall abundantly utter the memory of Your gaegoodness,
and shall sing of Your righteousness.”
Psalm 145:7.

THIS is called “David’s Psalm of Praise” and youlwee that all through it he is inflamed by a
strong desire that God may be greatly magnifiechddehe uses a variety of expressions and repeats
himself in his holy vehemence. Run your eyes ddwengsalm and notice such words as these—*1 will
extol You.” “I will bless Your name.” “Every day Wil bless You.” “I will praise Your name forever
and ever.” “Great is the Lord and greatly to begwd.” “One generation shall praise Your worksite a
other.” “I will speak of the glorious honor of Yourajesty.” “Men shall speak of the might of Your-te
rible acts” and other words of the same meaningrdtathe last verse—*My mouth shall speak the
praise of the Lord: and let all flesh bless Hisyhohme forever and ever.” David is not content vadéa
claring that Jehovah is worthy of praise or witegaling that His praise ought to be felt in the tydaurt
he will have it publicly spoken of, openly declarethinly uttered, and joyfully proclaimed in sorithe
inspired Psalmist, moved by the Holy Spirit, calfon all flesh, yes, and upon all the works of God
sound forth the praises of the Most High. Will wet heartily respond to the call?

In following out his design of praise, David hgmbken in verse five of the majesty of God, the glo-
rious King. His eye seems to be dazzled by theialsrsplendor of the august throne and he cries, “I
will speak of the glorious honor of Your majestyfien he thinks of the power of that throne of migjes
and of the force with which its just decrees amgied out and so in verse six he exclaims, “Menlisha
speak of the might of Your terrible acts and | wiiéiclare Your greatness.” Here he speaks brieflly bo
as to the majesty and the might of the dread Sugrémt when he turns his thoughts to the divine
goodness, he enlarges and uses words which indlzatstress which he lays upon his subject and his
desire to linger over it. “They shall abundantlyeuf’ says our text, “the memory of Your great good
ness.” Now, our desire this morning is that we asy praise and magnify the name of the infinite Je
hovah without limit and may especially have ourrteeanlarged and our mouths opened wide to speak
abundantly of His great goodness. O that in thelevbbthis congregation the text may become true—
“They shall abundantly utter the memory of Your argoodness’—and having uttered it in plain
speech, may we all rise a stage higher and witthsgiame music sing of His righteousness.

You see our objective, an objective in which, Ustr you all sympathize. Come one and all and
praise the Lord. Is the invitation too wide? Obsetive ninth verse—“The Lord is good to all: and His
tender mercies are over all His works. All Your Weshall praise You.” | will not limit the invitain of
the Lord since you all drink of the river of Hisurdy. Render to Him, all of you, such praises as yo
can.

But there is a special invitation to His sainten@ and bless His name with spiritual, inward, en-
lightened praise. “Bless the Lord, O house of Isrgeu that fear the Lord, bless the Lord.” In your
heart of hearts, extol, adore, and make Him gfeatt is written—"Your saints shall bless You.” ¥k
this shall not be written in vain, for our soulsalibless the Lord this day as the Holy Spirit shabve
within us.

We shall speak upon two things that we may prortitgeobjective we have in view. The firsttie
method of securing the abundant utterance of Gptisse as to His goodnesand secongl, the mo-
tives for desiring to secure this abundant uttemnc

|. THE METHOD OF SECURING THE ABUNDANT UTTERANCE OF THDIVINE PRAISE
CONCERNING HIS GOODNESS. Our text gives us the raephilosophy of abounding praise and
shows us the plan by which such praise may be séciihe steps are such as the best mental philoso-

Volume 25 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. 1




2 The Philosophy and Propriety of Abundant Praise nder#1468

phy approves. First, we shall be helped to abungeaite by careful observation. Notice the text—
“They shall abundantly utter the memory of Yourairgoodness.” Now, in order to memory, there must
first of all be observation. A man does not rememideat he never knew. This is clear to all andeher
fore the point is virtually implied in the text. proportion as a fact or a truth makes an impresgpon

the mind, in that proportion is it likely to abidethe memory. If you hear a sermon, that which y@u
member afterwards is the point which most forcstiykes you while you are listening to the disceurs
At the time you say, “I will jot that down, for hsuld not like to forget it, for it comes so clogélome

to me”; and whether you use your pencil or not, menobeys your wish and makes a record upon her
tablets. It is so with the dealings of God towaunds If we want to remember His goodness, we mast le
it strike us—we must notice it, consider it, mettapon it, estimate it, and allow it to exertdise in-
fluence upon our hearts—then we shall not neecyadlsat “we must try and remember,” for we shall
remember as a matter of course. The impressiorgbeearly and deeply made will not easily fade
away, but we shall see it after many days. The fivg, therefore, towards the plentiful praisiofy
God is a careful observation of His goodness.

Now, see what it is that we are to observe—it @6l'6 goodness. Too many are blind to that blessed
object. They receive the bounties of His liberaéityd are guided by His care, but they attributehait
they receive to themselves or to secondary agé&us.is not in all their thoughts and consequenily H
goodness is not considered. They have no memddysojoodness because they have no observation of
it. Some, indeed, instead of observing the goodoégsod, complain of His unkindness to them and
imagine that He is needlessly severe. Like the affipble servant in the parable, they say, “I knew
You, that You are an austere man.” Others sit dgfoent upon His ways, as we find them recorded in
Holy Scripture and dare to condemn the Judge aheallearth. Denying the goodness of Jehovah, they
attempt to set up another god than the God of AbraHisaac, and Jacob who for this enlightendd 19
Century is a God much too sternly just. In this $@uhowever, we worshipah, Jehovah the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the God and Father ofanarand Savior Jesus Christ—and none other
than He. In many a place of worship this day, tadgre new gods, newly come up which our fathers
knew not—not like the God of the Old Testament, vitngahe opinion of modern philosophers, is as
much out of date as Jupiter himself. This day weveigh David, “This God is our God forever and ev-
er.” “O come let us worship and bow down; let ugdnbefore Jehovah our Maker. For He is our God
and we are the people of His pasture and the sbieds hand.” As we find the Lord revealed both in
the Old and the New Testament, making no divisiorthie revelation, but regarding it as one grand
whole, we behold abundant goodness in Him. Minglét that awful justice which we would not wish
to deny, we see surpassing grace and we delighGitid is love. He is gracious and full of compassio
He is slow to anger and of great mercy. We haveamoplaints to make against Him. We wish to make
no alteration in His dealings or in His charactée. is our exceeding joy—our whole heart rejoices in
the contemplation of Him. “Who is like unto You,@&d? Among the gods who is like unto You?” We
are, then, to consider what many will not so mustbelieve—that there is great goodness in Jehovah,
the God of creation, providence, and redemption—&bd of Paradise, of Sinai, and of Calvary. We are
to thoroughly acquaint ourselves with Him as He hmegle Himself known and we are continually to
consider His great goodness, that we may retaimgnaory of it.

If we are willing to see, we shall not lack forpmptunities of beholding His goodness every day, fo
it is to be seen in so many acts that | will nanoeence the catalog since | should never complekéist
goodness is seen in creation—it shines in everypeam, glitters in every dewdrop, smiles in every
flower, and whispers in every breeze. Earth andaselaair, teeming with innumerable forms of lifeg a
all full of the goodness of the Lord. Sun, moond atars affirm that the Lord is good and all teniab
things echo the proclamation. His goodness istaldi® seen in the providence which rules overLal.
rebellious spirits murmur as they may, goodneghibroned in Jehovah’s kingdom and evil and suffer-
ing are intruders. God is good towards all His ttresss and especially towards the objects of Himate
love for whom all things work together for goodidt however, in the domain of divine grace tha th
noblest form of divine goodness is seen. Begin wWithgoodness which shines in our election and fol-
low the silver thread through redemption, the noissef the Holy Spirit, the calling, the adoptiohet
preservation, the perfecting of the chosen—andwitiisee riches of goodness which will astound you!
Dwell where you may within the kingdom of redempti@and you will see rivers, yes, oceans of good-

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 25




Sermon #1468 The Philosophy and Propriety of Aboh&aaise 3

ness. | leave your own minds to remember thesegshand your own lips to abundantly utter the
memory of the Lord’s great goodness in the wondéidis salvation. It is not my design to speak for
you, but to stir you up to speak for yourselves.

The point which struck the psalmist and shoulkketus all isthe greatnessf the goodness. The
greatness of the goodness will be seen by the mmtédive mind upon a consideratiof the person
upon whom the goodness lightg8/hy me?” will often be the utterance of a gratedpirit. That God
should be good to any of His people shows His mdyaythat He should make me to be one of His and
deal so well with me—here His goodness exceeds. itsy me? Is this the manner of man, O Lord?
What am | and what is my father’'s house? It is gge@dness because it visits persons so insigntfica
yes more—so guilty and so deserving of wrath. Bld4se God that He is good to persons so ungrate-
ful—to persons who cannot, even at the best, makeadequate return—who, alas, do not even make
such return as they could. Ah, Lord, when | consigleat a brutish creature | am, it is easy to cesife
the greatness of Your goodness.

The greatness of the goodness becomes apparemtwehininkof the greatness of God the benefac-
tor. “What is man that You are mindful of him or thensof man that You visit him?” That God Himself
should bless His people. That He should come irfdha of human flesh to save His people. That He
should dwell in us, walk in us, and be to us a Gadvery present help in trouble—is a miracle of love
Is not this great goodness? | can very well undadsthat the infinity of His benevolence should eom
mit us to the charge of angels, but it is amazirag it should be written, “I the Lord do keep itwill
water it every moment lest any hurt it, | will kemight and day.” Oh, the greatness of such peko
condescension, such personal care. O heir of he&een the fountain of all goodness shall you drink
and not only from its streams. God Himself is ypartion and the lot of your inheritance. You are no
put off with creatures—the Creator Himself is youAéll you not remember this and so keep alive the
memory of His goodness?

The greatness of the goodness is, on some ocsasiade manifest by thevil from which it res-
cues usNobody knows so well the blessing of health asvhe has but lately been tortured in every
limb—then for his restoration he blesses JehovaphRdhe healing Lord. None know what salvation
from sin means like those who have been crushedatlerthe burden of guilt and have been racked by
remorse. Did you ever feel yourself condemned ofl @od cast out from His presence? Did the pangs
of hell commence within your startled conscience® ¥ur soul long for death rather than life, while
thick clouds and darkness shrouded your guiltyitSpif so, when the Lord has put away your sin and
said, “You shall not die,” when He has brought yorth from the prison, broken your bonds asunder
and set your feet upon a rock, then has the negy lseen in your mouth, even praise forevermore. Then
have you known it to be great goodness which tlaliseted you. We may imagine what the bottom of
the sea is like and conceive what it must be tbdrae down to the lower deeps where the weeds are
wrapped about the dead men’s brows, yet | guaray@edhat our imagination but poorly realizes what
Jonah experienced when the floods compassed hiot abhd he went down to the bottom of the moun-
tains. When the Lord brought his life up from cqtran, then he had a strong and vivid memory of the
great goodness of God, seeing he had been delifemedso great a death. It is in the storm that we
learn. O praise the Lord for His goodness and fisrdbnderful works to the children of men. If | rhig
have it so, | could wish my whole life to be calsiafair summer’s evening when scarcely a zephyr
stirs the happy flowers. | could desire that naghimght again disturb the serenity of my restfutisp-
but were it to be so, | suspect | should know Hitie lof the great goodness of the Lord. The svee®t-
er in the 107 Psalm ascribes the song of gratitude not to dvelie home, but to wanderers in the wil-
derness—not to those who are always at libertytdoemancipated captives—not to the strong and vig-
orous, but to those who barely escape from thesgaiteleath. Not to those who stand upon a sea of
glass, but to those who are tossed in tempests apaging ocean. Doubtless so it is—we should not
perceive the greatness of goodness if we did retreedepth of the horrible pit from which it sries
us. You were almost ruined in business, friend,ymut escaped with the skin of your teeth—then you
praised God for His great goodness. Your dear akddd given up by the physicians; your wife appar-
ently sickened for death—but both these have bpared to you and herein you see the heights and
depths of mercy. Now, therefore, lay up this gggaidness in your memory to be the material forriutu
psalms of praise.
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Nor is this the only way of estimating God’s gregaodness—you may estimate it the actual
greatness of the benefits bestowdd gives like a king. No, He gives like a GodhBlel, your God has
not given you a few minted coins of gold, but he badowed you with the mines themselves. He has
not, as it were, handed you a cup of cold watet,H®i has brought you to the flowing fountain and
made the well itself your own. God Himself is oufEhe Lord is my portion, says my soul.” If you ntus
have a little list of what He has given you, pontiher following items—He has given you a name and a
place among His people. He has given you the rightsthe nature of His children. He has given you
the complete forgiveness of all your sins and yaueht now. He has given you a robe of righteousnes
and you are wearing it now. He has given you a rsafpee loveliness in Christ Jesus and you have it
now. He has given you access to Him and prevalahtke Mercy Seat. He has given you this world
and worlds to come. He has given you all that He K& has given you His own Son, and how shall He
now refuse you anything? Oh, He has given like d.Athe greatness of His goodness this tongue can
never hope to tell and so | ask you to think itromea quiet hour at home. As for myself, | willegk of
my Lord as | find Him, for the old proverb bids wWe so. Whatever you shall say, brethren, | havh-not
ing to speak but what is good of my God, my Kirmgn my childhood until now. He amazes me with
His mercy. He utterly astounds me with His lovingedness. He causes my spirit to almost swoon away
with delight beneath the sweetness of His love. Methas not spared me the rod, nor will He and
blessed be His name for that also. “Shall we recgod at the hand of the Lord and shall we nat als
receive evil?” said the patriarch, but we will geybnd that and assert that evil is no evil whesoimes
from His hand. Everything is good which He ordam& may not see it to be so at the time, but & it
Our heavenly Father seems to rise from good t@batid from better to yet better still in infinjxeo-
gression. He causes the roadway of our life tohigher and higher and carries it over lofty mourga
of loving-kindness. Our life path winds ever upwaayet higher summits of abounding mercy—
therefore let His praise increase and the namieeoLord be greater and greater still.

| want to urge you, dear friends, to observe thedgess of God carefully for your souls’ good.
There is a great difference between eyes and ri-eyet many have eyes and see not. God’s goodness
flows before them and they say, “Where is it?” Tihegathe it and they say, “Where is it?” They sit a
the table and they are fed upon it. They wear drugheir limbs. It is in the very beating of theeart
and yet they say, “Where is it?” Be not blind. “Tdve knows his owner and the ass his master’s crib”—
let us not be cruder than beasts of the field—buu$ know the Lord and consider well the greatoéss
His goodness.

| have said that the text contains the philosopfhgreat praise and we see this in the second stage
the process, namely, diligent memory. That whick im&de an impression upon the mind by observa-
tion is fastened upon the memory. Memory seemsetm iwo things—first in retaining an impression
and then in recollecting it at a future time. | gape that, more or less, everything that happens is
retained in the mind, but it is not easy to repamthe fainter impressions when you wish to dol so.
know in my own mind a great many things that | amed remember, but yet | cannot always recollect
them immediately. Give me a quarter of an houutothrough a certain arrangement of ideas andlll sha
say, “Oh yes, | have it. It was in my mind, butolutd not recall it at the time.” Memory collectsta
and afterwards recollects them. The matters bafsrare recorded by memory, but the tablet may be
mislaid—the perfection of memory is to preserve tididaet in a well-known place from which you can
fetch it forth in a moment. | have dwelt ratherdampon observation with the view that you may begin
aright from the beginning and by getting vivid irapsions, may be the better able to retain andlrecal
them. We cannot utter what we have forgotten amdetbre the use of close observation to make a
strong memory touching the Lord’s great goodness.

How are we to strengthen our memory as to Godtxlgess? First, we should be well acquainted
with the documents in which His goodness is reabrdeman may be said to keep in memory a fact
which did not happen in his own time, but hundrefigears before he was born—he remembers it be-
cause he has seen the document in which the faetasded. In a certain sense this is within timgea
of memory—it is within the memory of man, the uditmemory of the race. Beloved, be familiar with
the Word of God. Store your memory with the ancrexabrds of His great goodness. Drink in the whole
narrative of the evangelists and despise not Masdshe prophets. Soak in the Psalms and the Song o
Solomon and such books till you come to know thé-reeorded goodness of the Lord. Have His words
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and deeds of goodness arranged and at your fipgdréicause they are in your heart and then you will
be abundantly sure to utter the memory of His gesdnfor “out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaks.”

Next, if you would strengthen your memory, diligggrobserve the memorials. There are two in the
Christian church. There is the memorial of your i88s death, burial, and resurrection which is set
forth in believers’ baptism, wherein we are buraadl risen with the Lord Christ. Forget not that mem
rial of His deep anguish when He was immersed ief @gnd plunged in agony, for He bids you observe
it. And as for the Holy Supper, never neglect it be often at the table where again you set fdith
death till He comes. He has bid you do this in neme&ance of Him—devoutly cherish the precious
memorial. Great events in nations have been predargon the memory of future generations by some
ordained ceremonial and the Lord’s Supper is df kivad. Therefore, observe well the table of thed_o
that you forget not His great goodness. Look hoavdbws kept their Exodus in mind by means of the
Paschal Lamb—how they ate it after the sprinklihghe blood—how they talked to their children and
told them of the deliverance from Egypt, abundanthgring the memory of God’s goodness and then
after supper they sang a hymn, even as our test usdsing of the righteousness of God. Strengthen
your memories then by reverent attention to theohisal documents and the memorial ordinances.

Still, the most important is the memory of whas ii@ppened to yourself, your owarsonal experi-
ence.l will not give a penny for your religion unlesshas taken effect upon yourself. The power of
prayer! What of that? Did you ever receive an amsw@rayer? Did you ever wrestle with the angel an
come away victorious? What do you know about prafygou never prayed? You are very orthodox.
Yes, but unless the doctrines of grace have brotgylgpur soul the grace of the doctrines—and you
have tasted and handled them—what do you know aheut? Nothing certainly to remember. O, dear
heart, were you ever born-again? Then you will maimer His great goodness. Were you ever cleansed
from your sin and justified in Christ? You will rember His great goodness. Have you been renewed in
heart so as to hate sin and live in holiness?,lyso will remember because you know something whic
flesh and blood have not revealed unto you. Letyepersonal mercy be written upon your personal
memory.

| have heard that the science of mnemonics, ostilemgthening of the memory, for which | have
not a very high esteem, lies in the following oftagn methods. According to some, you link one idea
with another—you remember a date by associatingith something that you can see. Practice this
method in the present case. Remember God’s goothyes® objects around you which are associated
with it. For instance, let your bed remind you aid® mercy in the night watches and your table sf H
goodness in supplying your daily needs. My garmenteen | put them on this morning, reminded me
of times when my hand was unequal even to thatlsingsk. All around us there are memoranda of
God's love if we choose to read them. The memorgooie deed of divine goodness may be connected
with every piece of furniture in your room. Theeethe old armchair where you wrestled with God in
great trouble and received a gracious answer. Yaoua forget it—you do not pray so well anywhere
else as you do there—you have become attachedtqainticular chair. That thumbed Bible, that par-
ticular one | mean—it is getting rather worn novd as marked a good deal, but nevertheless, outanf t
very copy the promises have gleamed forth likestiaes in heaven and therefore it helps your memory
to use it. | remember a poor man giving me whablght great praise. | visited him in the hospatadi
he said, “Ah, you seem to have hung this room rowitldl your texts, for everything reminds me of what
| have heard you say, and as | lay here | recolleat stories and your sayings.” In much the sarag,w
we should remember what God has done for us byirigo&t all the various places, circumstances,
times, and persons which were the surroundingsi®itércy. O for a clear remembrance of the good-
ness of God.

Memory is sometimes helped by classification. Yemd a servant to a shop for a variety of arti-
cles—she will forget some of them unless you saraye the order that one suggests another. Take care
then to set God’s mercies in order before you as#lon them up in number, if you can, and so fixrthe
in your memory.

At other times, when persons have very bad memottey like to write down on a piece of paper
that which is important to remember. | have oftena@lso, and have placed the paper where | have neve
found it again; a thread around the finger or atkn@ handkerchief and many other devices havae bee
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tried. |1 do not care what it is, so long as youdnd remember God’s mercy to you by some means or
other. Do make some record of His goodness. Yowvkihe day in which you lost that money, do you
not? “Yes, very well.” You remember the day of thenth of Black Friday or Black Monday, up in the
City. You have evil days indelibly noted in the dkgpocketbook of memory—do you remember as well
the days of God'’s special loving-kindness to yow? ¥hould. Take pains to make notes of notable ben-
efits and to mark remarkable blessings and so fall & future days utter the memory of God’s great
goodness.

The first two processes for securing abundantsprare observation and remembrance. The next is
utterance “They shall abundantly utter.” The woahtains the idea of boiling or bubbling up like a
fountain. It signifies a holy fluency about the menf God. We have quite enough fluent people gbout
but they are many of them, idlers for whom Sataddiabundant work to do. May the Lord deliver us
from the noise of fluent women—but it matters nowifluent men and women are if they will be fluent
on the topic now before us. Open your mouths. hetpgraises pour forth. Let rivers of it come. Stiea
away! Gush away all that you possibly can. “Theglisabundantly utter the memory of Your great
goodness.” Do not stop the joyful speakers—Iet tigenon forever. They do not exaggerate—they can-
not. You say they are enthusiastic, but they atehali up to the pitch yet. Bid them become more ex
cited and speak yet more fervently. Go on, brothemn. Pile it up. Say something greater, graraie,
more fiery stilll You cannot exceed the truth. Yloave come to a theme where your most fluent powers
will fail in utterance. The text calls for a sacriégency and | would exhort you to exercise it lisléy
when you are speaking of the goodness of God.

“They shall abundantly utter it"—that is, they 8h@onstantly be doing it—they shall talk about
God’s goodness all day long. When you step intar thattages, they will begin to tell you of God’s
goodness to them. When you bid adieu to them &it,ygu shall hear more last words upon their favor
ite theme. Very likely they will repeat themselvbst that does not matter, you cannot have too nofich
this truly good thing. Just as the singers in #ragle repeated again and again the chorus, “Hisymer
endures forever,” so may we repeat our praiseseSursod’s mercies are so great and sweet that if w
never had another thought throughout eternityrélellection of the single favor might forever rema
The splendor of divine love is so great that alsimganifestation of it is often all that we can bélo
have two such revelations at once would be as owsrpng as though God should make two suns when
one already fills the world with light. Oh, praidee Lord, my brethren and sisters, with boundless-e
tation. Awaken all your faculties to this divinengee and abundantly utter the memory of His good-
ness.

You cannot praise abundantly unless your memopyplges materials and on the other hand, your
memory will lose strength unless you utter what kaow. When you went to school and had a lesson
to learn, you found out that by reading your lesalmud you learned it more quickly, for your eass a
sisted your eyes. Uttering the divine goodness ggeat help to the memory of it. By teaching we
learn—by giving the truth expression, we deepemfsession upon our minds.

Now | come to the last part of this admirable psx When we have abundantly uttered, then we are
to sing In the old Greek mythology, Mnemosyne, the goddg#smemory, is the mother of the Muses
and surely where there is a good memory of God/mpkindness the heart will soon produce a song.
But what is surprising in the text is that when jbye is described as mounting from plain utteratece
song it takes another theme—"Sing¥adur righteousnessWhen the heart is most adoring and selects
the grandest theme for reverent song, it choosesteting of goodness and righteousness as its topi
How sweet is that canticle—*Mercy and truth are together, and righteousness and peace have kissed
each other.” The atonement is the gem of the teepdétry. Do not your hearts burn within you at the
very mention of the glorious deed of Jesus, ouatgBaibstitute? Parnassus is outdone by Calvary. The
Castalian spring is dried and Jesus’ wounded saideopened another fountain of song. The goodness of
the Lord to us in all the blessings of His provides we gladly chant, but when we tell of the grace
which led our Lord Jesus to bleed and die, “théfusthe unjust to bring us to God,” our musicdsdo
nobler heights. Incomparable wisdom ordained a wayhich God should be righteous to the sternness
of severity and yet should be good, illimitable dpto those that put their trust in Him. Lift upeth
your music till the golden harps shall find thermesl outdone.
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Thus, we have explained the method of securingbamdant utterance—may the Holy Spirit help us
carry it out.

Il. In the second place, we shall very briefly note TMBTIVES FOR THIS ABUNDANT UT-
TERANCE. These are very near to hand. The firfteisause we cannot help it. The goodness of God
demands that we should speak of it. If the Lordigédimself should charge His people to be sileribas
His goodness, they would scarcely be able to obheycommand. They would, like the man that was
healed, blaze abroad the mighty work that He hatedBut bless His name, He has not told us to be
quiet—He allows us to abundantly utter the memdrHis great goodness. The stones of the street
would cry out as we went along if we did not speékKlis love. Some of you good people seldom speak
of the goodness of God. How is this? | wonder yan be so coldly quiet. “Oh,” said one in his first
love, “I must speak or | shall burst” and we hagmstimes felt the same when the restrained tesgrmon
was as fire within our bones. Is it not a sacresfimct to tell out what we feel within? The newdas
good to keep. Indulge to the full the holy propgnsif your renewed nature. Your soul says, “Speak,”
and if etiquette says, “Hush, they will think yodamatic,” regard it not, but speak aloud and tein
think you are a fanatic if they please. Sir, pllag brgan very softly when the subject is your owaige,
but when you come to the praises of God, pull duha stops—thunders of music are all too litthe f
His infinite glories.

Another motive for abundantly uttering the praig#sGod is that other voices are clamorous to
drown it. What a noisy world this is with its canfing and discordant cries. “Lo here,” cries ofie
there,” shouts another; this uproar would drownrb&es of God’s praise unless His people uttered it
again and again and yet again! The more thereidsagminst our God, the more should we speak for
Him. Whenever you hear a man curse, it would beewssay aloud, “Bless the Lord.” Say it seven
times for every time he curses and make him he&eithaps he will want to know what you are doing
and you will then have an opportunity of asking ihea is doing—and he will have more difficulty in
explaining himself than you will in explaining yaalf. Do try, if you can, to make up for the ingsi
done to the dear and sacred name of God by muiigplyour praises in proportion as you hear Him
spoken ill of. | say, unless you give forth abuntdatterance, God'’s praise will be buried under lseaip
error, blasphemy, ribaldry, nonsense, and idle @abkundantly utter it so that some of it at leastynbe
heard.

Praise the Lord abundantly because it will bengfii to do so. How bright the past looks when we
begin to praise God for it. We say, “I am the miaat thas seen affliction,” and we are to fill theo af
memory with gall and wormwood—Dbut when we see thedgess of God in it all, we turn the kerchief
with which we wiped our tears into a flag of vigterand with holy praise, in the name of our God, we
wave the banner.

As for the present, if you think of God’s mercibsw different it seems. A man comes to his dinner
table and does not enjoy what is there becauseisseman expected dainty, but if he were as poor as
some people, he would not turn his nose up, buldvoless the goodness which has given him so much
more than he deserves. Some | know, even amongt{ahs, are growlers in general always finding
fault. The best things in the world are not goodugh for them. Ah, my brother, abundantly utter the
memory of God’s goodness and you will find nothtoggrumble about—nothing to complain about—
but everything to rejoice in

. As for the future, if we remember God’s goodnéssv joyfully we shall march into it. There is the
same goodness for tomorrow as for yesterday, amdsd@ime goodness for old age as for youth—the
same God to bless me when | grow grey as when laMagbe upon my mother’'s breast—therefore,
forward to the future without hesitation or suspiti abundantly uttering the loving-kindness of the
Lord.

Again, | think we ought to do this because ofgled it does to other people. If you abundantll tal
of God’s goodness you are sure to benefit yourhimgs. Many are comforted when they hear of God’s
goodness to their friends. Draw a long face andefgnthe trials of the way—sit down with somber
brethren and enjoy a little comfortable misery aad whether crowds will ask to share your vinegar.—

“While here our various wants we mourn,
United groans ascend on high,”
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says Dr. Watts and | am afraid he speaks the tbuthyery few will be led in this way to resolve—8anN
will go with these people, for we perceive that Gedwvith them.” Is it good reasoning if men say,
“These people are so miserable that they must bthenvay to heaven”™? We may hope they are, for
they evidently need some better place to live ut,tben it may be questioned if such folks wouldl i@
wretched even in heaven. You smile, dear friendsf gou said you would not be much attracted by
sanctimonious misery, nor do | think you would. fidfere, do not try it yourselves, but on the camntra
talk much of the goodness of the Lord and wear ifirggrface and let your eyes sparkle and go through
the world as if after all you are not slaves urttherlash or prisoners in bonds, but the Lord’s fres.

We have glorious reasons for being happy—Iet usob@nd soon we shall hear persons asking, “What is
this? Is this religion? | always thought religiopsople felt bound to be down in the dumps and to go
mourning and sighing all their days.” When they gear joy they will be tempted to come to Christ.
There is a blessed seductiveness in a holy, hafgyPraise then His name. Praise His name forever-
more. Abundantly utter the memory of His great goexs and you will bring many to Christ.

Such happy utterance will help also to comfortryown Christian friends and fellow sufferers.
There is a deal of misery in the world—just now ent¢inan usual. Many are sorrowing from various
causes. Therefore, my dear friends be happierybarever were. That venerable man of God, now in
heaven, our dear old father Dransfield, when it wa®gry foggy morning in November, used to always
come into the vestry before the sermon and says ‘dtdreary morning, dear pastor. We must rejmice
the Lord more than usual; things around us are, darkwithin and above all is bright. | hope welkha
have a very happy service today.” He would shakelfavith me and smile till he seemed to carry us al
into the middle of summer. What if it is bad weath8less the Lord that it is not worse than itVige
are not altogether in Egyptian darkness—the surs dbeéne now and then—and we are sure it is not
blown out. So, when we are sick and ill, let usmth&od that we shall not be ill forever, for thésea
place where the inhabitants are no more sick. Anal today, if your harps have been hanging on the
willows, take them down. If you have not praised ttord as you should, begin to do so. Wash your
mouths and get rid of the sour flavor of murmuradmput bad trade and bad weather. Sweeten your lips
with the pleasant confection of praise. | will tgdlu this, brethren, if any of you shall confessne that
you have sinned by going too far in blessing Godlillifor once become a priest and give you absolu-
tion. | never tried my hand at that business befoue | think | can manage as much. Praise Godvextr
agantly if you can. Try it. | wish you would saythin yourself, “I will go beyond all bounds in this
matter,” for there are no bounds to the deservirapnaever-blessed God.

Lastly, let us praise and bless God becausetliteisvay in which He is glorified. We cannot add to
His glory, for it is infinite in itself—but we camake it to be more widely known by simply statihg t
truth about Him. Don’t you want to give honor toddWould you not lay down your life that the whole
earth might be filled with His glory? Well, if yotannot cover the earth with His praises as theraate
cover the sea, you can at least contribute youigeoto the flood. Oh, keep not back your praises,
bless and magnify His name from the rising of the ® the going down of the same. It will lift dart
upward and heavenward if we can all unite in praig@ shall see it rising as it were beneath ourfeet
and ourselves rising with it until we shall starsdugon the top of some loftiest Alp that has pidrites
vault of heaven, and we shall be among the anfggBng as they feel, doing as they do, and losing
selves as they lose themselves in the eternalliyjaleof, “Glory, and honor, and majesty, and pgwer
and dominion, and might be unto Him that sits ugfenthrone, and unto the Lamb forever and ever.”

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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