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“For My flesh is meat indeed and My blood is drinkdeed.”
John 6:55.

WE know that the Savior spoke of spiritual, notneduthings, and He spoke of Himself not as being
in any sense meat for our bodies—that could not lmetas being food for our souls. This statement is
very plain to us, but those who heard it at thstfiound it very difficult to understand. Nor neee
wonder, for men of the schools who play with lettevords, and phrases, frequently meet with diicu
ties where none exist. The Jews of our Lord’s Dag fallen into the foolish habit of taking words to
pieces and dwelling upon the syllables and lettets they seemed to have lost all power of getting
the plain meaning which ordinary language was imh¢einto convey. They blinded their own eyes with
the pretense of superior wisdom; made puzzlesiddtes out of plain words; raised a lot of dust sad
down in it blinded to the end. Our God has taughimore and given us to understand more clearly, for
His Holy Spirit has given us back the childlikergpso that we are willing to see the natural semkih
words were meant to reveal. Now we see great fantk clear expressiveness in that very language
which seemed before to conceal the Savior's meaitivgas a veil to the Jews and they saw not—it is
an instructive parable to us, which instead ofrigdihe truth of God, shadows it out to us and ssfte
the light for our weak eyes. We see, | fear, evan hut dimly, for our spiritual sight is scarcelgar as
yet, but we see, blessed be God for that, and evdesus and something of His loving meaning. We do
more than see—we enjoy and therefore know to feedhat it is to feed upon His flesh, which is meat
indeed and to drink His blood, which is drink indee

We cannot attempt to explain the deep mysteriezuoftext, but rather, as the swallow touches the
brook with his wing and is away again, we will gienat these crystal waters of this sacred truth and
then up and away. The text teaches us, fivkiat Christ must be to usVe shall consider, secondly,
what is bound up in thigAnd thirdly, what reflections naturally arise out of it

I. WHAT CHRIST MUST BE TO US. The answer from the tesstHe must be our meat and drink.
He must be everything to us—the one thing needfiel,indispensable, necessary all-sufficient supply.
He must be the source of strength, the supporfegfdnd we must feel Him to be so. He must, to eom
back to the figure, be meat and drink to us. OudLin speaking to the Jews was doubtless thinking o
the paschal lamb and of the time when Israel cam@bEgypt—when they not only had the blood of
the lamb sprinkled upon their houses for their gggubut the lamb itself within them as their sast
nance. They sat down to feed upon it before thggyed the fullness of redemption by passing out of
Egypt from under the bondage of Pharaoh. They didumderstand that symbol and they little knew
what our great Lord and Master meant when He eneplatyto set forth Himself and said, “My flesh is
meat indeed and My blood is drink indeed.”

Our Lord Jesus Christ must be to us, thenspuitual meat and drink. What do we mean by that?

First, thatthe doctrine of God incarnate must be the foodunfsmuls Brethren, we have no doubt as
to the true and proper deity of our Lord Jesus.NAkee long since passed out of the region of cortrov
sy about that for He has been God to us in the wbdalvation and in the new creation which we have
experienced through His power. We have, moreowedaubt about His humanity, but we do not usual-
ly dwell enough upon it. We are bound to adoredéigy, but we must not forget that He is as trugmm
as if He were not God and as much a brother tesukHe were not the Son of the Highest. Jesus-is a
suredly man. Now feed on this. The man Christ Jasasls up a hew race—as the first Adam headed up
the race of old and was our federal head to stafalldor us and we were to stand or fall in hime-s
there now a new head who brings us up from theatithe first Adam’s fall and puts us into a new po
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sition before the living God. There is a man whe redeemed us. There is a man who has made all the
men in Him well-pleasing to God. There is a man wépresents manhood in perfection in the glory
above. There is a man in whom all believers are-ar@gawe read that Levi was in the loins of Abraham
when Melchisedec met him. We are in Christ and e stand before the eternal throne in that blessed
representative man. Feed on this doctrine. Jesaiseal man, though clothed with all power He iiGo
and yet He is the mirror of tenderness. He rulethalgs and yet is touched with the feeling of awr
firmities. You must believe this and you must rgeeit—and you must rest upon it—otherwise you
have no life in you. Some try to turn this factist myth, but it is no parable or figure of spedohthe
Christ who spoke these words was there before thene-whom they had often seen eat and drink. He
spoke of Himself with His own lips and was not aptom or apparition, but a solid existence of flesh
and blood. So then, it is upon the historical Ghrdose existence is a matter of fact, that my saust
feed as | believe Him to be both human and divine.

But this is not all-the food to be fed upon is not merely God incarnaie Christ sufferingNotice
that He puts it, “My flesh is meat indeed and Mgdal is drink indeed”—when the flesh and the blood
are mentioned separately, death is implied. Theldtging divided and being named together in one con-
nection are the token and emblem of our Saviortanous sacrifice. We also (I am speaking of the
brethren worshipping here) have long ago passednaethe region of controversy as to the substitu-
tionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ our Lord. Ifgtnot so, then is our preaching vain and our hesio
vain and we are yet in our sins. We have no hopgerhal life save that which begins, centers, b
in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. “This man, whenhad offered one sacrifice for sins forever, satrd
at the right hand of God"—that is our sole hdge has made expiation for sin—

“He bore, that we might never bear,
His Father’s righteous ire.”

We are now to build up our souls by feeding ugoa guffering, the crucified, the dead, the buried
Christ, as having stood as our representative artheing endured death in our place. You cannot ob-
tain comfort apart from this if you have felt theeight of sin. And you cannot continue happy apart
from this great historical fact if you are consa@af sin. Fly, my hearers, into the wounds of Jesub
like doves, you shall find shelter in that rockf luith eager wings you may glide over the wastéuwf
man thought without finding a rest for the solesyofir weary feet till you light upon the truth dfet
great substitution. “The Word was made flesh anelthamong us,” is the first bell of heaven’s mar-
riage peal—and the second has an equally sweebhdatgown—“Christ died for our sins.” Ring them
both often. Listen to them as they sound forth, d®ath us, Christfor us.” Incarnation, substitution—
was there ever better meat and drink for a hunguy?sThis surely satisfies the desire of the maosi-h
gry spirit—"The blood of Jesus Christ His Son ckeasus from all sin.”

| have, as it were, in those few words set outdilecacies of the feast. But now | would have you
note that our Lord must be to us meat and drink—ragdt is not intended to look at, but to feedlon.
heard the other day that in a certain Socinianepteoworship they have gone the length of settiveg t
bread and wine on the table for the people to lalut they suppose that it is quite unnecessety t
they should actually eat and drink. It is fittinglpne of them—that is consistent with their creBuey
have no Christ to feed upon. There is nothing eirtbelief which could feed the soul of a mouse if
mouse had a soul. Why should they attempt to feegeople in figure when really they have no incar-
nate God or atoning Savior? If it is true that imecof their places of worship they have exhibiteel t
bread and wine instead of handing it out to bergates remarkably typical of their bloodlessgléss
gospel. Their Christ who is no deity; their Jesumws no sacrifice for sin. How can the soul firad
there? But we must beware lest we ourselves shlem@drest content with merely glancing at Christ an
not partaking of Him. What is to be done with foedth meat and drink? It is to be received. Food on
the table does not nourish. It must be taken ihtohand. The cup on the board will never cheer—it
must be lifted—it must be appropriated. | know timainy of you have, by a humble but brave faith, ap-
propriated Christ as He is set before you in thgpgb He has bid you come and eat and you have come
pressed by a sore famine that was in your soul. Naue come and you have said, “He is mine,” and
you have taken Him to yourselves by simple chilllikonfidence in Him. You have well done—
continue to do the same. “As you have receivedsChasus the Lord, so walk you in Him.” Go on re-
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ceiving Him. “To whom coming,” says the apostles ‘@to a living stone.” Regard Him not as one to
whom you have come by one act and have done with Hut as one to whom you come continually.
“Of His fullness have all we received and gracedace,” but we are going on receiving by contiguin
to believe in Him. Hold on to this. Having beguntime spirit, do not hope to be perfected by thshfle
Do not think that you are to be fed afterwards omathing other than Christ, but go on receiving, ap
propriating, and taking home the great truths comog your Lord. Here, my brethren, is the life of
your faith. But even appropriating is not enougltemstitute feeding. After taking the morsel, ipist
into the mouth and received inwardly—the draughtvofe is poured into the throat and it disappears.
Receive truth not only as a matter of creed, bunkdt in as the ox sucks in the water when he dsaump
to his knees in the pool. Take Christ into yourywveoul—into yourheart’s belief as well as into your
mind’s belief. Mental beliefs shift and change, the inward soul’s belief never alters. | reckoattive
know nothing rightly till we have absorbed it an@ahe it part and parcel of ourselves. The vitahisut
with regard to our Lord Jesus must go down intoitineard parts of the soul, as the food descends int
the secret parts of the belly to feed the entira.ma

And you know what becomes of the food. It is takerby the nature itself and becomes transmuted
into it. After its digestion, it passes throughivas processes and ultimately becomes the lifeebtmd
of which is built up nerve, muscle, sinew, bonesfi, heart. Everything comes of it. Now, you must s
believe in Jesus that no longer is it a matterugfstjon with you whether you will retain Him or nédr
if you have inwardly received Him, you cannot I¢$en forever. Oh, that blesse@uis separab2”—
“Who shall separate us from the love of God, whiln Christ Jesus our Lord?” It is difficult to -de
prive a person of that which he has received migntar facts learned in childhood are remembered
even to old age. No one could compel another tgefipbut yet without such compulsion the memory
might relax its hold through lapse of years—the dmmght part with that which it has received, bat n
known power could take away from a man that whiethlas eaten and assimilated. A person may very
readily pick my pocket of my wallet, but what | atesterday he cannot steal. That is mine—it isgdin
to myself and has built me up. | do not know whatipn of my flesh comes of my morning meal or of
my mid-day repast, but there it is and there it tmhes It has entered into me and never can be taken
away from me. So when the soul takes in Christithtwith that simple childlike faith which is the
mouth, the truth goes into the soul and is thowyletr, trusted in, delighted in and becomes so gault
parcel of the inner consciousness and of the néweaf the man that it would be utterly impossitade
tear away that truth from him. Pound a true Clarsin a mortar and every single atom would say, “I
belong to Christ.” Grind him finer than the smaitldast of the threshing floor and every minute iphat
would still say, “Christ is in me.” For so it isghthe Christ has entered the man, permeated tusena
become his very life and now it is, “I live, yettrpbut Christ lives in me.” Now is the text fuléd in
us, “For you are dead and your life is hid with iBhm God. When Christ, who is our life, shall app,
then shall you also appear with Him in glory.” “Allei in Me,” said our Lord and He gave His own
promise to be with us forever. That is the res@iéating Christ and to this we must come. Beloved,
have thus explained the matter as well as | canabwld Rollock says, “The only way to understand
feeding upon Christ is to feed upon Christ.” Tlisaipractical, personal, experiential businestedm-
ing certain acts you must yourself become a praicticholar, the master cannot teach by merelyngetti
the copy—the scholar must imitate it line by linghahis own hand—and so here | can teach little by
words only, you must practice what is spoken. Needfon the Lord Jesus. Let each one of you do it. |
know what some will do—they will not feed on Chyibtt they will pick over the heavenly bread like
dainty folks who have no stomach for their meatisTit of Christ they would have, but the other sloe
not suit their taste—justification by faith they wd have, but not sanctification—they do not likatt
It is a whole Christ you and | must have—a wholei§thas to every part of His teaching, character,
work, and offices. We must receive Him into oursslwithout division, rejoicing to take Him just as
He is. Especially must we receive the spirit of i€ffor, “If any man have not the spirit of Christ is
none of His.” We must partake in the loving spittitg self-denying spirit, the generous spirit wHigks
not within itself, but goes forth in forgivenessiojuries and in seeking to benefit all mankind. WWest
have Jesus in us, delighting to take in the wholdim, for He says farther on in this very chaptéte
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that eatdVle’—that is even more comprehensive than His, “flesth ldis blood"—*He that eatd/e,
even he shall live by Me.” The entire Christ musttéken into the soul to build up the inner man.

II. Now, secondly, WHAT IS BOUND UP IN THIS EATING OFIS FLESH AND DRINKING
OF HIS BLOOD? Here we will take you back to the teod.

And notice, first, that there is, for this eatithg flesh and drinking the blood of Christ, suchean
sential necessity théie who has not so eaten and drank has no spirliigaat all. It is a strong word,
“Except you eat the flesh of the Son of man andldHis blood,you have no life in yolHe does not
mean that they have no natural life—He is speakingut spiritual things. Some that are as foolish as
Judaizers in the matter of sticking to the letédirus that this means existence and that no neteisal
existence is certain except that of a believerhnst. That dogma is not taught here, certainlyt Card
is not speaking of existence—He is speaking of &ifgher thing than existence, namdifg. Have you
ever learned the difference between death and risteace and between life and existence? If yoehav
not, you are babes in understanding and you widrobe blundering and losing your way in the mafst
texts of Scripture. A man may exist in everlastdgath, as, alas, all who die unbelievers must db, b
blessed is he who lives! Blessed is he who shadl fiorever! Let me repeat the word “lives”—I didtno
say “exists.” What a glorious thing is life. Yet,lihad to explain to you what life is, I might @nt far
easier by some action of my own to show that Iditlean to tell you exactly what life is. He, howgve
who eats Christ has life. He who has not done sonlo& life. Do you understand this—that unless you
have received Christ by faith into your souls y@vé no life? You can work, you can walk, you can
speak—you have all sorts of natural life—but yowéhaot the life everlasting of which Jesus speaks.
The life of God is not in you. You are dead and wddrightful condition that is—and to what greater
horror does it lead! For wherever there is dedth,dead thing will go a stage farther on. And what
that stage? Corruption! It only leaves a corpse@allmng enough and it must corrupt. Flesh corrupts
necessarily. Already there are some signs of cton@bout every ungodly man—outward sin and es-
pecially the inward sin of rejecting Christ areegus corruptions. Your worm has begun to devour,
even the worm that never dies. Then will be readreather stage, for corruption must be cast ingo th
fire. For utter rottenness, the end must be burrihginner, your fire has begun to burn—the firat th
will never be quenched—for sin is the kindling @ilhlt is an awful thing to abide in death and ket
that believes not on Christ is condemned alreadgalise he has not believed on the Son of God. It is
enough to make you spring from your seats, O yatidhe unbelievers, to think that you are not wgiti
to be tried—you are condemned already. This isanstate of probation, as | often hear it said. Your
probation is past. You are condemned already becgms have not believed on the Son of God—and
death is nowpon you. The sentence has already begun to téa ahd it will go on to the consumma-
tion of corruption till at last the Lord shall s&fury My dead out of My sight,” and you must beven
from the presence of the Lord and from the gloryHef power. There is no life in you unless you have
received Christ. Will you think of this, you thinle® Only think of your being dead. Will you think o
this, you ceremonialists to whom the outward bapténd the outward Lord’s Supper and the church
attendance and the chapel going are everything@sdiylou have fed on Christ there is no life in you.

Then comes, in the next place, the further trnimely, thatll who have received Jesus Christ to
be to them their meat and drink have eternal tWéhoso eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eterna
life.” I do not know how our brethren who doubt theal perseverance of the saints manage to escape
from the plain teaching of the text. There are gsvavays of getting over everything—you can drive a
coach and six they say through any form of humaguage. But it does seem to me that if | have eter-
nal life | must eternally live and cannot possiige. If | have got eternal life—if words mean any-
thing—I am an eternally saved man. If | have reedidesus Christ into my soul, | have the life in me
which will no more die than the life of God, for s own life is eternal life and if | have receivedch
life as His, how can I perish? | shall not be sllaynsin—the life in me cannot sin because it isnbofr
God. The life in me will throw off the darts of t@mation if it is eternal life. There remains nofipifor it
but to shake off the death which often surroundby iteason of the old man and to mount up likerd bi
set free from its cage, singing because of itspEscsinging in the joy of life, and winging its mpway
upward to the throne of God.
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Rejoice then, dear friends, that if you have nee@iChrist, you have eternal life in actual possess
at this moment. “Sometimes | don't feel it,” yows®o not try to live by feeling. It is the mostaer-
tain thing in the world. You might as well try tivé by the barometer. Feeling goes up and down, up
and down and changes more often than the moanhtrnd, uncomfortable living. Live by faith, forig
written, “The just shall live by faith.” Your lifes a life of trust. Keep to it.

“Ah, but | see so much about me that grieves riibank God it grieves you. If you see sin and it
does not grieve you, it is a token of death. But grieves you, there is life in you, notwithstamgl all
the death that surrounds it. You may have seeiak &pthe midst of a heap of autumn leaves whreh a
all damp and will not burn, but only smolder ando&e And yet that spark continues to live and the
very smoke from the heap proves it is so. Themnis who will not quench the smoking flax, but will
fan it till it rises to a flame and then it will deur the leaves which covered it and dry up the mlesass
which sought to destroy it.

Furthermore, if you believe in Jesus and havelvedeHim, you have gathered a life in which Christ
gives us thevictory, even through His name—life which will rise and resed rise and conquer all sin.
The believer’s inner life must come to absolutdgmion and tread every sin beneath its feet. \d&ry
ferent is this from the doctrine that a man wha hild of God may sin as he pleases and yet bedsav
That doctrine is of the devil. But this is quiteo#imer doctrine and ministers to holiness. The genekl
man will not willingly and habitually sin, for Hiseed remains in him and he cannot sin because he is
born of God. The tone and tenor and bearing ofifeiswill be towards holiness and not towards sin—
and the Lord who is able to keep him from fallindl wreserve him to His eternal kingdom and glory
and He that has begun a good work in him will petrfieunto the day of Christ.

Our Lord, having thus given us the negative amdgbsitive in our text, tells us that His flesh and
blood, or Himself, received into the soul are meffitient nourishment—in it isatisfaction “My flesh
is meatindeed” The Greek word is “truly,” or some say, “true at¢ Now that which we eat for the
body is not true meat. As George Herbert says, ‘‘Wymu are at your meat, eat a bit and then say,
‘Earth to earth | commit.” It is a deadly busined#sis burying earth in earth and that living geaof
earth will be itself buried in earth by-and-by. Té&ting of material meat is the poor building upaof
fabric that must ultimately crumble into nothingee¥he meat we eat has all the elements of dissolut
about it before we receive it and it only feedsda@hort time and therefore it is not meat indeed.

In the matter of mental food, how much there isclwhs not bread and can never satisfy the mind.
There is nothing in the world that can fill a stwlthe fullest, but Jesus. Perhaps | address soimiest
who has been trying to satisfy his soul by sniffumgthe east wind of speculative philosophy. Ahll,we
if you swallow a dose of Kant, or Hegel, Schleicamer, or any one of those gentlemen—if you do not
feel as if you had been eating bubbles and bladgers mental constitution and mine greatly differ.
There is nothing in them but gas or vapor lesstanlisl. Why, a man may take down their books—a
whole dozen of them—and devour their contents &ed say, “What is it? Is it not much ado about
nothing? These thoughts are dreams, vacuums, ana@hings.” All the philosophies that ever were
invented could not satisfy a soul. The worst akithat many do not want to be satisfied/le,” they
say, “would sooner be seekers after truth tharefindf it.” They somewhat differ from men of praeti
common sense who ordinarily would rather have madhay earn it and would rather eat their dinners
than hunt for them. Still that is their way andhgy like it, | suppose they must have it. Everyature
after its own order; but if you want to be fed, d&&nds, depend upon it, nothing will feed you bu
Christ. There was a man of great appetite who liveghy years ago and he began to feast ravenously.
He was such a drinker that | may say of him thattaak up Jordan at a draught, and he was such an
eater, that if you heard the story of what was ghbwo his table, you would be like the Queen ofl&h)
utterly astonished and say that the half was nat you. His name was Solomon and he fed his soul
with all the arts and sciences and with all thetpe® and luxuries of the age. Nor did he refraont
laughter and wantonness. There was not a cup heatlidrain, nor a dainty from any land, nor a fruit
from any tree of which he did not eat. Yet wherrdee up from that abundant banquet, all he hadyo s
was, “Vanity of vanities; all is vanity.” | have ese a poor soul feed on Christ in a very humbleagtt
upon a bed in a little room where she has lainel@most all day and all night long, year afterryea
with many aches and pains and scarcely able thdifthand to her head—with little but dry bread and
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cup of water—and yet | have seen in that bedriddeman’s pain-worn face a fullness of satisfaction.
have known her speak like one that had not a wigratified, nor a grief worth mentioning. | have be
held her when in her sufferings she could scarspBak and yet her every word was essential poetry
when she spoke é&fim, her best Beloved, who had filled her soul evenverbowing. There is no food
indeed,no drinkindeed for soul and spirit, but that which you find etincarnate God and in the sacri-
fice of Christ. O you hungry, come here and eatt Wiach is good and let your soul delight itselffat-
ness. O you thirsty, come here, for behold the rsatee flowing freely and the wines on the lees are
ready for you in Christ Jesus. That is what is libup in feeding upon Jesus. There is satisfaction i
Him.

And then there is bound up with it one other nratiamely,in-dwelling | go over the same ground
again. The Lord Jesus says, “He that eats My féaghdrinks My blood, dwells in Me and | in him.”
When you have eaten bread, it dwells in you andigot—it goes into you and it is in you—it becomes
part of yourself and you live by it and in its stgéh. It is a part of the fabric in which you dweliven
so, he that believes in Christ lives in Christ. dées not merely go to Christ, but he enters intasEH
delight to remember that | am not merely underdii@dow of my Lord, but as David in the caverns of
Engedi, so does my soul hide herself right awajeisus. We dwell in Him and are at home. Moreover,
He enters into us by our feeding upon Him so thatdcomes our life, the spring of our being, the ob
ject of our desire, the motive force of our servidée are woven together—Christ warp and ourselves
woof—waoven together in a living loom and so congarthat it were hard to tell whele ends who has
no end and where we begin who are lost in Him. Védess than the least of all saints and yet mesnber
of His body who is Lord of all.

We must leave the mystery remarking that if weeh#ad on Christ for ourselves, we have proof of
what good meat it is we have fed on and we shakys pray, “Lord, evermore give us this bread.”

lIl. 1 need your attention for a few minutes while, lie third place, we consider WHAT REFLEC-
TIONS ARISE OUT OF THIS TRUTH.

I will simply throw them out for you to turn ovéor yourselves. They occurred to me when | was
hearing a brother preach upon a kindred subjeaty Thok hold of my soul. May they prove useful to
you.

And the first was this. If | have a life that feseoh Christwhat a wonderful life it must b&ly bodi-
ly life is wonderful, yet it only feeds on the ftsiof the earth. My mental life is a marvel, blknlow
that | can build it up with literature and thougAbove all these | have a life which cannot feedaag-
thing but the flesh and blood of the Son of God.ai\hlife that must be! What a wonderful being aama
is when God is in him. | almost reverence the msasa&nt when | think of this, for he bears aboithw
him not a Kohinoor, but a gem of life, comparedhwithich the queenly diamond pales into a glittering
vanity. O love divine, do You tabernacle in thesofimen! | have been speaking of mysteries, laskl
you to explain which is the greater mystery, thmmation of God in Christ or the indwelling of tHe-
ly Spirit in believers? They are two wondrous s®op deity which can only be likened to each other,
being each one without other parallel. The spititfia given to the regenerate must be a life afoin-
ceivable excellence and heavenliness since it nbnfeed on Christ Himself.

The next thought is, if we have the life that f'e@th such meat as thispw strong it must belhey
say of such-and-such men that they may well bengireeeing what good food they have. Ay, but see
what food we have—how strong we must be. Do we knawown strength? | do not mean our natural
strength, for that is weakness, but | mean thengthewhich lies in the new nature when it has fad o
Christ. O brethren, we are strong to do. We amngtto be. We are strong to suffer. And to takeasy
illustration of this—the one that occurs to metfirdook at how the saints have suffered. Take down
“Foxe’s Book of Martyrs.” Read of Marcus Arethusfing to death by wasps without a sigh. Think of
Blandina tossed on the horns of bulls, exposedrgdeahot iron chair, and yet never flinching. Givye
Christ? They never dreamed of such a thing. Thinkasvrence on the gridiron and other innumerable
heroes who were made strong because Christ wasmm. tAy, and turn to humble men and women over
yonder in Smithfield who could clap their hands hévery finger burned like a candle and could
shout, “None but Christ! None but Christ!” Why, yhied on the flesh and blood of Christ and that enad
them mighty. They were tortured on the rack likenAmAskew and yet they scorned to yield. Brave
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woman! The priests and the friars could not vartgiier. Neither could all the Bishop Bonners in the
world burn Christ out of poor Tomkins. When Bonheitd the poor man’s finger over the candle and
said, “How will you like that in every single limiif your body?” Tomkins smiled at the bishop andisai
that he forgave him the cruelty that he was doimg. IChrist in a man makes him a partaker of divine
strength. Do you not think, my brethren, that as goe not called to suffer, you ought to lay outiryo
strength in the line of doing, giving, self-deniahd serving Christ by holy living? Certainly yduwosild

try to do so and your strength will be found equait. You do not know how strong you are, but Paul
shall tell you, “I can do all things through Chrikait strengthens me.” Well may you do all thirfggou
have fed on Him who is all and in all.

Then a third reflection crossed my mind. If we éavlife that feeds on thispw immortal it must
be We have a text to prove that and we have givemybu already—“He that believes on Him has ev-
erlasting life.” When a man has nothing but baddfogou do not wonder that he dies. It is little wedr
that they died by millions in India and China, coesing how little nourishment they had during the
famine. But if you and | eat Christ, eat the inegenGod and drink His blood, how can we die? What,
kill a man that has even a patrticle of Christ imhirhe devil cannot do it—he knows his Master. And
what does Christ say? “I give unto My sheep etelif@aland they shall never perish, neither shajl an
man pluck them out of My hand.” Oh, blessed trife live, not only because our life is itself etdyna
but because it feeds on eternal meat. We keepamivieg Christ day by day, for we live upon Him.
Eating is not a work that we finished 25 years dga,we continue to feed upon Jesus and therefere w
live. Feeding upon Christ does not mean being acdedeand then saying, “I am safe and have no more
need to care.” Ah, no. It means beginning to reeéivm in conversion and continuing to feed upon
Him forevermore. And they who do this may be shi their life is immortal.

The next thought that struck me was this—if wedfea such meat as thispw that life must devel-
op. | do not quite see in myself, and | may say thtid not see in some believers, the full resutidudd
like to see from such food. Has this man been gatirch divine food? Let us hear him. He cries, “My
leanness, my leanness, woe unto me.” He is doimisiGhwork spasmodically, feebly, sleepily. He
does it without joy and is soon weary. Is thishalis going to do? Is this all he is going to bé®?rO,
brethren, “It does not yet appear what we shall W& shall grow. We shall grow. When | hear a man
talk about being perfect in the flesh, |1 hope fog best and trust that he is not willfully lyingt any
rate, | do not believe him. | would like s@ehis perfection rather than to hear him talk abauit have
generally found that when a cart needs a bel§ & dust cart. | never knew the people of the Baink
England ring a bell when they were going through gtreets with bullion and | do not think it isdllg
that a man who has much grace will boast of it. IYéb believe that we can be developed into some-
thing very wonderful. A man may grow in grace andhe knowledge of the Lord till his conversatien i
in heaven and he becomes wholly consecrated tddhg—hating sin and living like Enoch who
walked with God. There have been such men and #rersuch men and women still among us whose
lives glitter with the light of God—why should nate be like they are? They are stars in God'’s firma-
ment and they shine in the glory of the Most Highe Lord grant us that feeding on the divine meat w
may develop till the image of Jesus is perfecteasin

And lastly, he who is thus fed, dear friendfat company he must keéple that eats My flesh and
drinks My blood, dwells in Me,” says Christ, “andnl him.” What heavenly company is this! He goes
home at night to his poor family, perhaps, andghemothing great about his house that you car-see
but if your eyes are opened you will see that & idng’s palace—and if you are one of the Lordisl a
can step inside, you will see that he has “contbéayeneral assembly and church of the firstboraseh
names are written in heaven and unto God the Joflg#, and unto the spirits of just men made per-
fect,” because he that has Christ in him has heavemnd him. All good things are attracted by Ghris
in man. Put down a little honey and see how wasypsflles and bees come all around it. What is the
sweetest honey in the universe? It is Christ—angbif have Christ in you, His name is as ointment
poured forth, therefore do the virgins love Him dhdy will come where He is. | will tell you—Christ
is never without God and he that has Christ hagdnepany of the Father. And Christ is never without
the Spirit of God, for the Spirit of God is uponniHiand he that has Christ is never without the Spiri
What divine society is this! Our Lord Jesus is maugattended by a retinue of sublime intelligernmed
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so if Christ is in you, He will give His angels e¢ga over you to keep you in all your ways. Theyllsha
bear you up in their hands lest you dash your &gaitinst a stone. O Prince of the blood royal of/bea
O Peer of God’s own kingdom, you are more nearlgted to the King of kings than the peers of the
realm can be to the Queen, for are you not matadatie Prince Imperial? Is He not coming to receive
you to Himself, that where He is, you may be, alsg®u are feeding on Him, your union with Him is
complete. If He is your food, if He is your raimgifitHe is your dwelling place, if He is your afi all, |
think 1 may compare you to that angel of whom Milteang, even Uriel who dwelt in the center of the
sun. It is there we live—in the very substance assence of all things and all things move around us
like satellites around a central globe, for we ahosen generation, a royal priesthood, a pequdiar
ple inasmuch as we have fed on Christ—and Chriglldwn us and we in Him.

| have not said anything to the unconverted and flave meant it all for them. When you spread a
dainty feast, you practically invite the family¢come and dine. It is the very best way of entic¢imgm.
If they are hungry, the meats on the table will em#tkeir mouths water and they will long to partake.
Oh, my hearers, whoever you may be, if your mowtater after Christ, come and have Him for He is
free to every soul that hungers and thirsts afier.H

The Lord give Him to you at once, for Jesus’ sakaen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—JOHN 6:41-71.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—260, 820, 761.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON:

BELOVED FRIENDS, By the time that this note isred, the Special Services at the Tabernacle
will be drawing to a close and it will be meet tarfow in the seed with renewed supplication. Séall
much effort be in vain? It cannot be and yet eveng depends upon the mighty working of the Spirit
of God and therefore we must seek His face if weald/gee large results. | suggest that every sermon
reader should spend a special time in prayer nesd’s Day in pleading for the revival of Evangelica
religion.

The Timegpronounced the funeral oration of the Evangelieatyp but it is not dead, even within the
Established church and certainly not among Dissentet us, however, pray that it may exhibit more
vigorous life. There is need of such supplicatiout, it must be presented in faith and with holyspeer
tence. So let it be.

For myself, one word only. | am recovering and resestoring mind and heart. Pray for me.

Yours to serve always,
C. H. SPURGEON,
Mentone, February 20, 1879.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, all free, visit:

WWW.Spurgeongems.org

8 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 25






