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“And you shall say unto Pharaoh, thus says the Loidrael is My son,
even My firstborn: and | say unto you, Let My sow gthat he may serve Me.”
Exodus 4:22, 23.

“Then the Lord said unto Moses, Now shall you sebat/| will do to Pharaoh.”
Exodus 6:1.

GOD had a people in Egypt. They were His own, thepte of His choice. Although they had been
grievously oppressed, and had sunk into humiliasiagery, His interest in their welfare had in re d
gree lessened. The Lord’s purpose in sending Mdses into Egypt was that He might fetch out that
people from among the nations to make them a seppemple to Himself, that He might give them an
inheritance, even the land which flowed with mitidehoney and that they might dwell there as witness
es of His covenant and keep His testimonies. Naacipely what God was doing towards His people,
Israel, in the land of Ham, He is doing towards &lign chosen ones throughout the whole world. From
one point of view the object of the gospel is tthga out from among the nations a people whom Ide di
foreknow, whom He did predestinate, whom He hasegted unto Himself to be His peculiar heritage.
These are to be fetched out from among otherse tmdde a separated people, to be brought into- a dis
tinct position, and to have a distinct experieri@ée people shall dwell alone; they shall not bekre
oned among the nations” and they are ultimatelyetdrought to a prepared place, for which theytare
be especially prepared that they may abide thackilzat the Lord may verify the thing that He hes-p
dicted of them, “They shall be Mine in that day wHemake up My jewels.” The work of rescuing per-
ishing sinners out of the present evil world isnasthy of God as the work of delivering Israel @it
Egypt. The same right hand of Jehovah, glorioupawer, which released the sons of Jacob from the
thralldom of Pharaoh, is now stretched out to ranss from the dominion of Satan. The song of praise
to Jesus Christ our Redeemer shall be more exuhantthat which Miriam and the daughters of Israel
lifted up by the Red Sea when they said, “Comeigesing unto the Lord, for He has triumphed glori-
ously.” Indeed, we shall sing at the last, the soh@§/loses, the servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, clearly indicating that the redemption ouEgfypt was always meant to be a leading type of the
redemption of God’s people from out of the midstteé# world. For Christ has a people whom He has
redeemed from among men, and there is a churchhwhwt is written, “Christ loved His church and
gave Himself for it.”

Now, in the process of bringing out these peopl&otl from among the mass of mankind, God
sometimes uses instrumentality, just as He didhénformer case. He may employ an instrument that is
apparently as little adapted for the work as Mdséishimself to be. Yet, the work is done, and tod
belongs the honor of accomplishing it. As for thofaeis whom He uses, we are more than content to
yield the honor to Him. We rejoice in His excellenshile we feel that we cannot take to ourselvgs an
credit whatever, for we are less than nothing is 8lght, and even in our own sight we are weak and
worthless, so that unto God alone shall the gledpound when redemption’s work is finished and com-
plete.

| invite you to think, first of all, upon theoice of GodAccording to our text, it is, “Thus says the
Lord, Israel is My son, even My firstborn: and yamto you, Let My son go, that he may serve Me.”
When we have dilated a little upon that, we shaéichto have a few words uptire voice ofman This
was to be the voice of mafiyou shall sayunto Pharaoh, Thus says the Lord.” What God ha#esp
was to be repeated by His servant, Moses. Therhaledose by noticing, in the third pladbe power
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which was to go with this voice of m&hwill be with your mouth and you shall see whawill do to
Pharaoh.”

|. Let us endeavor, then, at the outset, to fix oaugfnts upon THE VOICE OF GOD which was a
real power to bring up His people out of Egypt. fTaice was threefold—asserting His proprietorship
in them, demanding their freedom and ordainingrtdestiny.With imperial authority He claims the
people as His owrfThus says the Lord, Israel is My son, even Mythsn.” The Lord knows them
that are His and the Lord declared them to be Mis with a jealousy of His inalienable right to thei
allegiance, and an assertion of His unfailing ieséiin their welfare. The children of Israel weaethat
time, in a very sordid condition. They were upheit necks in clay, making bricks. They were a band
of slaves, degraded, and brought down to the loa@sdition. They were so spiritless that they submi
ted to any exaction of the tyrant and when the afageliverance dawned on them, they could not think
emancipation possible, or welcome the joyful chaimgheir prospects. They had, as a nation, lost th
very thought of liberty. It was trodden out. Theopke seemed as if they must lose their nationality
only retain it as a nation of slaves. Yet all beggd and beslaved as they came to be, they wdrbestil
loved. The Lord loved them. He said, “Israel is Bbn, even My firstborn.” Surely Pharaoh might have
said in his heart, “This is a fine son! What mit God be who says of these brick makers, thisabje
race, ‘This is My son’?” Yes, and these ill-condiited, unkempt serfs, these debased men and women,
He says of them—"Even My firstborn, My son and Helk man is naturally proud of his son and heir,
yet there is the mighty God speaking after the uagg of mortal men, acknowledging these cheerless,
crestfallen, despised and dispirited people anthgayisrael is My son, even My firstborn,” acknowl
edging them too, in the teeth of proud Pharaoh setimstborn was saluted as a prince of the blogd r
al when he rode through the land, before whom ekeee bowed and to whom as the son of the great
king, homage was constantly rendered. “Israel is9dg,” says God, “even My firstborn.” He is not
ashamed of His people. He acknowledged His great \Wath which He loved us, even when we were
dead in trespasses and sin, just as He loved ldi@@ésrael when they were still in bondage andeg-
radation. “He loved my soul out of the pit,” saideoof old. He loved us when we were lying in our
blood, like an infant cast out unswaddled and umedsWhen no eye pitied us in the day of our nigtivi
and we were cast out in the open field, He pasgeanid it was a time of love. And He said unto us,
“Live.” Oh, wondrous grace of God, that He ackna¥ges His son when that son is still an Egyptian
slave.

Moreover, God acknowledged His people when theyndidacknowledge Him, for His name, “Je-
hovah,” was scarcely known to them. Although Mogessented himself to them with evident creden-
tials, they were ready enough to reject him. Wer@i@med in other parts of the Scripture that they
gone aside to false gods. During their sojourngy the Israelites fell into the prevailing sugiien
of the country, and they forsook the Lord. Somielilight still lingered among them. Some tradison
were treasured and transmitted from sire to s@olemn trust. Doubtless there was a remnant ofspiou
souls, faithful to the God of Abraham. The bonedadgeph, preserved in Goshen as a memorial of the
oath that he took of their tribes, subsequentlyenearried through all their devious wanderingshia t
wilderness and ultimately buried in Sechem, asrgaudl in the last chapter of the book of Joshuagivou
for a fidelity we cannot wantonly forget. But thelk of the people had fallen into the snares wisich
rounded them, and conformed to the fashions ofetrmmong whom their fortunes were cast, whose
many gods and lords, were superstitiously servesenret. They were not a people who could have
scraped together so much as a molehill of methel had tried. They were a vain and vicious people
prone to supplant, yet utterly supplanted. Theyewespecially sinful because their marked procésiti
which might have developed on the side of virtueengerverted into stains and stigmas on their seput
tion. Yet Jehovah says, “Israel is My son, evenfivstborn.” And does the Lord acknowledge His peo-
ple when they know Him not? Ah, blessed be His naldee does, or else they would never come to
know Him. We love Him, now, because He first lovesl and if there had not been that antecedent
knowledge of us, and love towards us, we had nat been what we now are. Oh, the freeness and
spontaneity of the grace of God, that He shouldikhtis people and call them His own, even when as
yet they know Him not.
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He acknowledged this people by affirming His covendsrael is My son.” He was referring to the
covenant which He had made with Abraham, IsaacJacdb of old. And the Lord knows His people
and shows favor to them, not because of anythingppal to recommend them, for there is no superiori
ty in their nature, no brightness in their intetleto beauty in their disposition that can be pleam
His sight. The only title to grace in His eyeshattancient covenant ordered in all things and stnieh
He has made, not with Abraham, but with our Lorsu3e who stands as our covenant head. We do not
sufficiently reflect upon the covenant as the gosp that lies under the fountain of many watetod
which all the wells of salvation continue to béefdl with the living waters of grace—

“Never had you felt the guilt of sin,

Or sweets of pardoning love,

Unless your worthless name had been

Enrolled to life above.”
Unless you had an interest in that covenant whiehmtéde in the eternal council chamber long before
the earth was most assuredly in hapless, hopealbssurity, you would have lived and died. This was
the reason why He called Israel His son. An anatentnant had made Israel to be so regarded. How
sweet it is that He does not merely speak aboup#ople as being Higeople,but He says, “Israel is
My son.” There is a love between father and son which dameéound elsewhere. Blood is thicker than
water. Relationship has ties that cannot be reldX6gk, but,” says one, “Does God ever call Hisgleo
in any place, His sons before they are regener&i&M, there is a text that says, “Because yousares,
God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into ybaarts, whereby you cry, Abba, Father.” It is beeau
in the purpose of God, His people are really Hisssbefore they know anything at all about it, timat
due time He sends the Spirit of His Son to givariitee nature of children that they may enjoy the
adoption of children and say, “Abba, Father.” Odveld, it is delightful to think that the Lord shdul
look upon us before we are born—before we are bgain—with a love that cannot be measured and
cannot be broken.

The gist of this affirming was thus, “Israel is Mgn. You, Pharaoh, may call him your slave, but he
is My child. He was Mine before he was yours. IsiaéMy son. You say, ‘No, he is my serf.’ | say,
though he has fallen under your yoke, | will maint&ly right to him as My firstborn. He is a prince
and to that estate he shall be raised.” The Losléhalaim upon His people—a claim which all the
claims of law and all the clamors of sin and deatt hell shall never be able to deny. And thougly th
basely submit to the claims of the wicked one ardtema covenant with death and a league with hell,
yet shall Jehovah’s claim upon them stand, for #ays the Lord, “Your league with death is broken
and your covenant with hell is disannulled.” Thed.desus will not suffer those whom He has made to
be His own people and ransomed by the bloody psechipon the cross to remain the slaves of sin and
Satan. They are His. His Father gave them to HineyTare His. He bought them. They are His. Their
names are written on His hands and engraved omsitiéss They are His. He will not suffer so much as
one of them to remain in bondage to the adver&yryhus acknowledging His people, He puts in a pos-
itive claim which puts all other claims on one side

With the bare assertion of absolute rigteé demands their unconditional freedofithus says the
Lord, Israel is My son, even My firstborn: and iysato you, let My son go.” What a grand verse that
is! What an imperial edict it contains! As in tharrative of the Cosmos, God said, “Light be, agtitli
was,” so in the history of the exodus, short wadslaunched with sovereign force—“Let My son go.”
Well might the proud heart of Pharaoh have tremiefre the Almighty, whose lips asserted a right
which His arm was instantly able to enforce. Howhaghose tones apply to our deliverance from under
the law. The law includes all mankind under itsseurThe god of this world claims the whole human
race as his subjects. In due time, our RedeemeayaappThe Lord Jesus comes, identifies Himself with
the enslaved family, bears the curse, fulfils etne &nd then on the ground of simple justice demé#wrds
them full and perfect liberty, having fulfilled fahem the precept and for them endured the penalty.
“Let My son go.” On what pretext could the law, unless it was |lawland unjust, put in a claim which
has been discharged, or urge a right which haadyjrbeen fulfilled? No, from under the law the geop
of God go free and their joy is that they are naoder the law from then on, but under grace. And how
gloriously do those tones sound when they come feitte and power to rescue us from the tyranny of
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sin and Satan. The prince of the power of the ailddimen in subjection. He prejudices them and so
stops their ears against the gospel. He seals dlgeg against the eternal light, but thus sayd dnd,

“Let My son go,” and immediately the prejudice v&res, the ear is opened, eternal truth shinegheto
heart, scales drop from the eyes and the soul dglilbé heaven-born Light and begins to rejoicearbat
will tie a soul down sometimes, in very heavy bayeld have known him fasten a soul down with steel
chains of despair such as could not be snappedmBinehas said, “There is no hope,” and he has given
up all thought of pardon and eternal life. But, (iBhsays the Lord, let My son go.” The iron bandgha
snapped in a moment, and the man has risen todrapéberty, for the Lord’s voice breaks the chains
Fast bound by fearful habits which seemed impossiblgive up, having plunged into one sin after an-
other, the man has been shut in by one iron gatdren by another and another, and was enclosed in
the innermost ward of the prison. But at midnigathas been struck on the side when he was asleep in
his senseless carelessness. Around him shonetdightaThe covenant angel has come to him and led
him through gate after gate. The iron gates hawneg of their own accord, and the man has found
himself free, and scarcely knew whether it was ttuaot. He knew not that it was true, but thoulgt
saw a vision. The thing has been scarcely donerddfe has found himself to be alive and delivered
from the bonds of sin, filled with astonishmenhahself and saying, “How can this be?” His tongas h
been filled with singing and his mouth with laughtend he has said, “The Lord has done great things
for me, of which | am glad.”

Well, beloved, the tones of that august voice wisald, “Let My son go” will continue to echo as
long as you and | are here below. We shall contioube let go. This glorious liberty shall be made
more manifest to us daily. Are we not as creatorade subject to vanity and compassed with infirthity
By-and-by we shall be liberated from the bondagthefflesh. Our bodies shall go down into the grave
and lie there for a while in the prison of the tqrbht that voice which quickened us into spiritlif
will resuscitate our bodies and cause them to enterthe resurrection-life of Christ. Through tiark,
dismal vaults will sound the loud, cheerful voiteet My son go,” and there shall not a bone of a be
liever be left. As it was said of old, “not a haslfall be left behind,” so nothing that belongs ¢e r
deemed man shall be left either in hades or ingtlage. “Of all that You have given Me | have lost
nothing,” says Christ, and truly, of person andhoigs—of all the people and of all that shall Imgjdo
the people to make up their manhood—there shallingtbe lost, but the Lord shall have His own and
His grace shall triumph.

This voice of God is an acknowledgment of His peapid a claim for their deliverance, but no less
is it anordaining of their destiny‘Let My son go, that he may serve Me.” Oh yedpbed, we are no
sooner set free from serving Pharaoh than we begierve Jehovah. “Let My son go, that he may serve
Me.”

And in what capacity did Israel serve God? It washie loftiest capacity possible. Israel became Je-
hovah'’s priest. It was in Israel that the sacrificas offered. In Israel the incense was burnt. Fisnael
went up the sacred psalm. Israel stood before tind in that high position of sacred privilege. $keg-
wise, is it that as soon as a man is brought othe@bondage of sin, he presents unto the Lorddhba-
fice of Christ by faith, and afterwards goes ormptesent himself a living sacrifice. Thus his thapks
ings and his broken and contrite heart are perpetlations and offerings of a sweet smelling savor
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

Israel became the servant of God by way of presgrthe testimony. His were the oracles. Israel
kept the knowledge of the one God. Israel keptrévelation of the Most High. While the entire world
outside was dark, Israel preserved the light. T®ehd, in like manner, brethren, you and | aréedabf
God. If He has brought us up out of the Egypt of gie are to present daily sacrifice. We are ta bea
daily testimony to the truth. And oh, if we do nshould we begin to stagger through unbelief, @a&p
with bated breath of the truth that has been sunalgle known to us, should the fear of man, or ésbe-f
ion of the age so beguile our hearts, becloud ges,ebelie our good profession and utterly befaol o
common sense that we shall blush to bear our tesgimwhat shame must cover us, what confusion
must take hold upon us. But, blessed be His nammeyil keep His own true to His Word. If it were
possible, the free-thinkers and the false teacinetisese days would deceive the very elect, butitha
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out of the question, it is beyond the range of faigy. All God’s children shall be taught of tHeord
and they shall hold His truth and bear witness,tevien to the world’s end.

Israel was to be God’s servant henceforth to sklive by walking by faith. What a wonderful 40
years’ walk that was in the wilderness. They didlive up to it. Still the spirit of that march afystery
was very wonderful. Without sowing or reaping thegre fed, supplied with water without fountain,
reservoir, or watercourse, guided without a compasswithout one sign of path over shifting sandt Y
they were always well-fed, well-housed and what stdsmore marvelous, their camps were well shad-
ed by day and well lit by night. They had a chasperience of having nothing and yet possessing eve
rything. With no fertile fields or fruitful treeget Israel was made to live upon the fat of thenkigs of
wheat and to ride upon the high places of the e&ittle had all things and she abounded. The Lord was
her shepherd and she did not want.

We are often called upon to serve God, and that eenspicuously, though we may be little con-
scious of it when we are required to walk by faithis is the work of God, the grandest work a mam c
do—to believe on Him whom He has sent. The godkikek, the work of works is this, to walk by faith,
living upon the unseen God.

Israel was to be God’s servant by continually dinglin happy fellowship with God, and waiting
upon Him with holy worship. Nowhere else, in theienworld, was a passover or a feast of tabersacle
kept to do Him homage, and nowhere else was thiba&h hallowed and observed. With them alone
Jehovah dwelt and among them Jehovah shone fontth s, beloved, if you and | have been called out
of bondage, it is that we may serve the Lord. Aeeal alive to our obligation? Are we faithful tairo
higher calling? Are we doing our sworn, sacred @ufyanyone here is rescued this night from the gri
of the destroyer, delivered from the bondage of &il world, saved from the damning power of sin,
know that when you leave one regiment, you mussteinito another regiment. You come in fresh from
the enemy’s camp, not to be treated as a prisbo¢@s a recruit. You must enlist to assail the grsw
and passions you once defended. God would havégoame His servant that you may serve Him with
joy and gladness all your days.

Thus, then, | have opened up the voice of Godaaad my time or strength or knowledge has per-
mitted.

Il. Now, secondly, here was THE VOICE OF MAN. What anedown it seems to b&You shall
say unto Pharaoh, Thus says the Lord, Let My sohWahy did not the Lord say it Himself? Why did
He need to pick up a Moses and send him to sayé, dear friends, had the Lord said it Himself to
Pharaoh, it would have been very startling and &tamust have yielded ultimately to the divine de-
cree. But don't you see the deeper marvel in tHdenproceeding, when Jehovah, as it were, hides Hi
power and cloaks it in weakness? Instead of appg#éd Pharaoh with that voice which breaks the ce-
dars of Lebanon, and makes the hinds to calve pdeaks to him by one who was slow of speech and of
a stammering tongue.

Now, if God’s voice can vanquish Pharaoh when isksatself behind the feebleness of a stuttering,
stammering Moses, it will be more glorious thamvauld have been if it had used no instrumentality
whatever. Why does not the Lord speak to everyesidirectly, and bring him out and save him? Well,
He might do so. He might do it if He would, but whide condescends instead, to take us poor mortals
who have tasted of His love and says to us, “Now go and be My voice: you go and speak for Me,”
oh, then His grace and power are not less consps;umut they are far more admirable! In using such
ill-adapted tools for the accomplishment of Hisajrdesigns, He shows His own transcendent power.
That famous well-cover at Antwerp, just opposite tlathedral—one of the finest pieces of worked iron
that was ever known—is said to have been made byt@uMatsys with nothing but a hammer and a
file, his fellow workmen having taken away his ®olff it is so, the more praise is due to his comsu
mate skill. All the works of God overflow to Hisagly. But when the tools He uses appear to be yotall
inadequate to the results He achieves, our reverenexcited, while our reason is abashed, and we
marvel at a power we cannot understand. This cdroege to some of us very closely. Let us put it to
ourselves. Does the Lord take you, my brother,as He taken me, and does He speak words of eternal
power through our poor little tongues—through thaseuly members, that are prone to do so much
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mischief? If He really wins souls through thempatls down the pride of Pharaoh through them, then
shall it ring through eternity that the Lord hasidanarvelous things. He has taken the worm and made
him to be a sharp thrashing instrument, havindgitestd made him to thrash the mountains. He has cho
sen the weak things of the world to confuse theghiwhich are mighty. Out of the mouth of babes and
sucklings He has ordained strength, because ofergsnies, that He might still the enemy and the
avenger. Unto His name be glory forever and ever.

The feebleness of the human voice has never agpeaee tangible than when it has attempted to
repeat the sentences which have been uttered bydbéh of the Lord. Moses seems to think that there
must be some mistake. Can it be that God meansrtg tsrael out of Egypt by him? Whenever God
designs to make His servants eminently useful,gtiethem know their frailty. The more treasure ¢her
is in the vessel, the less will its comeliness aenied. It is mere common ware, an earthen velsael t
the excellence of the power may be of God and hiasoBut when Moses found that he really was em-
ployed of God how fearless he was of ridicule. Hmtin unto Pharaoh and delivered his Master's mes-
sage. The interview with Moses and Aaron must reeamed supremely ridiculous to Pharaoh. It put
him into a great rage. These two Israelites, wiedcslaves, coming to tell the great king of Egyjatt t
he must let Israel go, how absurd! Even to theelges it must have appeared preposterous, fopeve
sons such as these to go in before the king. With, avword he could have said, “Take off the dogs’
heads,” and so have ended all the business diréttythey went and faced him in his royal palacd a
delivered what he might think a vain menace, buaitwwhey knew to be a veritable message from God.

Insignificant as we, of ourselves may be, the Vacy that God instructs us to speak might sufface t
quell our fears. We must go and speak the Lord'ssaige and must not be afraid of being thought-infat
uated. When | have sometimes bid a sinner livelmigve in Christ, | have heard a mutter, “What is
the good of telling a dead man to live?” Some vis®her has said, “You might as well shake a pocket
handkerchief over a grave.” Yes, brother, it istrguite true. So might Moses as well have shaken a
pocket handkerchief outside Pharaoh’s palace,viueén God bid him to go and tell Pharaoh to let His
people go, he went and did it. And when the Lomdkkany of us go to a sinner and say, “Believe,” we
cannot make the sinner believe, neither can he rmimkself believe, but the preacher sent of Gochis a
echo of God’s voice. God speaks through him. Wittharity he is commissioned to say to the sinner,
“Turn you, turn you; why will you die? Repent anel baptized, every one of you.” We are bid to speak
peremptorily, as ambassadors of the King. Not b&zai any prerogative we assume, but as we com-
mend ourselves to every man’s conscience, thepowser in our message. The voice that speaks by
stammering Moses is divine, notwithstanding theculk that may be heaped upon it.

Moses, having such a command to go and speak, Imeushdeterred by refusal. “I know not the
Lord,” said Pharaoh, “neither will | let His peopse.” Now, dear brother, you cannot win souls usles
you are prepared to meet with strong rebuffs. Yes,some are heartbroken if any resistance isaiffer
them. You may expect it. Old human nature doesknotv the Lord. You remember how Melancthon
thought he was going to convert any number of peagien he began to preach, but when he found out
his mistake, he said, “Old Adam is too strong fouryg Melancthon.” So he is. You will come across a
bit of grit every now and then which will break ydinife. Be not dismayed, the Lord will sharpen you
and make you stronger and stronger yet, for evanRharaoh who said, “I will not let the people”go,
will be down on his knees presently begging thepfeto depart. We must be prepared for opposition,
and neither flinch nor tremble, but brace ourselye$or the struggle.

So, too, the man whom God sends ought to be assfimeccess. | am persuaded that Moses, after
he got over his first little difficulties with thpeople and recovered from his own diffidence, pedie
not with doubt, but was strong in faith. There taod with the wondrous rod, turning waters intodalo
and slaying all their fish, covering the heavenghvidlackness, turning the dust into living creasure
bringing hail and grievous plague, and doing itaallcalmly and quietly as he should do who fees th
he is the voice of God. How steadily he kept atvwosk! With what diligence he persevered in it, &t
last the 18 plague found Moses unmoved, ready to conduct uplp away to the Red Sea and to
bring them out into the wilderness! O servants otibe calm and confident. Go on preaching the gos-
pel. Go on teaching in the Sunday school. Go omgiaway tracts. Go on with steady perseverance. Be
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sure of this, you shall not labor in vain or spgodr strength for nothing. Do you still stutter?eArou

still slow of speech? Nevertheless, go on. Haveb@en rebuked and rebuffed? Have you had littke els
but defeat? This is the way to success. You shai phe road with the rough flints of your failufieil

on and believe on. Be steadfast in your confidefarewith a high hand and an outstretched arm the
Lord will fetch out His elect, and He will fetchree of them out by you. Only trust in the Lord aradich

on the even tenor of your way.

lll. Our last word is upon THE POWER OF GOD. Without geaver of God the voice of man
would have been an utter failure.

What effect was produced by the voice of Moses? tWeere not forth with it a power which
plagued Pharaoh? It filled the sinful land of Egwith plagues. So men that preach God’s gospel with
God’s power fill the world with plagues. “I knowdh” a man says. “I wish | had never listened tt th
fellow. | could not sleep last night.” No, the fogvere his bedchamber. The true preacher finds his
hearer sometimes saying, “I will never go again.ev¢her | am, | seem to be haunted and tormented
with the truth that man has spoken so badly angosdly. The commands he enforces run counter to the
prejudices | cherish. They alarm my consciencevaody me incessantly.” Yes, he has made a simple
sermon bring forth all manner of flies—thoughtsttivl sting a man wherever he goes and he cannot
escape from them! He still kicks and strives adgaine gospel—rebels against it, won’t have it—gets
angry, goes to the theater one night, joins iritke Isocial revelry another night, but to no pumade
does not enjoy anything. He scarcely knows why.nSathick darkness comes over the whole scene of
life, as the darkness came over all the land ofpEgdI that was beautiful and brilliant is now ahsed.

All that was pleasant and joyous is now eclipsédte ihan finds that he does not even enjoy the agina
comforts of life. He does not know why. He does imb¢nd to yield to the gospel, yet his very bread
seems sour and the water he draws from the whthiskish and bitter. His troubles multiply and ¢o#

one another in quick succession. Now a hail stévam leaves desolation behind; then a grievous sksea
among the cattle, the hand of the Lord is not cmdito the farm. It will visit your home. His tdyie
judgment reaches your family, your fondest loveyryfirstborn son. As of old, there was a cry goimgy

in the land of Egypt, so that it was intolerablestay there, so God lays bare His arm in the exongbd
great plagues which His terrible law brings upanan. When He means to fetch him out and bring him
to Himself, God’s servants become the harbingerglajues. Jesus Himself said, “I came not to send
peace on the earth, but a sword.” That sword isesthed and families are divided against each other
with the grand intent that Israel should be broumlitand peace established by the redemption which
Jehovah has provided.

What will occur, by-and-by? Why, the oppressor wél glad to part with his bondmen. It sometimes
happens that the ungodly become very glad to detfriGod’s chosen people, whom they are prone to
persecute. “Their melancholy ill agrees with oweliness,” so they say. They did all they couldrto
vite them to their parties and get them into tlfiolities again, they laid traps for them to ketyem
away from hearing the gospel, but now the Lordlbeggun to deal with them. Their old companions say,
“Now we must leave him.” “I have tried all | could get our old comrade back to our old partiesyssa
one, “but really, he said such things that he gpaessoned all our pleasures. We could not enjoy our
selves. | say, let us get rid of him. Do not lenhbe in our company any more.” Yes, it is a grand
thing—when the preaching of the gospel makes tlgodiy want to keep the converts away from their
cliqgues—when they say, “Oh, go off to the Taberea@e do not want you here. You have pestered us
enough with your religion, and your prayers, andryarying, and your tears, and your talk about ein
lost, and your needing to find a Savior. You ard bampany and you had better be gone.” A lady, who
joined this church some years ago, moving in tighdi circles of society, said to me, “I was quité-w
ing to continue my acquaintance with my friendg, Ifound they gave me the cold shoulder and did no
want me.” Just so. It is a great mercy when theplggs say, “Get you gone,” and when they are ready
to give you jewels of silver and jewels of goldget rid of you. The Lord wants His people to come
right out and to be separate. He knows how, bystimgle utterance of the gospel, to put such a idinis
between His people, and those who are not His petipht even the ungodly shall begin to say, “Get
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you gone. We want to have nothing further to ddwwibu.” Glory be to God when such a thing as that
happens.

And the Lord knows how to make all opposition cedseit is written that when Israel came out of
Egypt, not so much as a dog moved his tongue dgtdiaschildren of Israel. Before, they were such
slaves that if a cur barked at them they dareduratagainst it, for fear it should be the dog ofEyyp-
tian, who would be surely down upon them for maugllvith his dog. How dare a slave do that? Every-
body was against them. But when the Lord brougéintlout, there was not a dog that dared bark that
night. The Egyptians were all anxious that theyusthdoe gone, and willing that they should go. And
Pharaoh, too, must have astonished his subjedishigitsudden zeal to see this strange people gone.

Do you know what that means? Oh, what fights arttldsa what wars and strife there were in my
soul when | was trying to find Christ! My old sicame up against me, my memory unearthed buried
trespasses, faults and failings gathered in fakeed flood, and threatened to overwhelm me. Every-
thing in my constant studies and in my daily exgeces seemed to drive me back from Christ. But on
that memorable Sabbath morning when | heard the wbook unto Me, and be you saved, all the ends
of the earth,” I did look and lo, against me nalag did move his tongue. My sins did not complain.
They were drowned in the Red Sea of Jesus’ blogdol corruptions—I did not know at the time that
| had any, they were so very quiet. Temptationsegdo trouble me. For that little while at anyerahe
warrior seemed to sheathe his sword and the brigkemlaid down his clay to go out of Egypt with
jewels of silver and jewels of gold. | could singta the Lord, for He had triumphed gloriously. vea
met some of these old Egyptians since then, a goatber of them, and | have had some hard dealings
with them. But, at that time, all was still and efiihappy and blessed—

“Happy day, happy day,
When Jesus washed my sins away!”

With the paschal lamb in our mouths nobody daresht@llenge us. The blood on the door is an un-
answerable answer to every accuser, quibbler,\radry.

Glory be to God, then, who thus can fetch out Hisgle and deliver them from their sins, their
lusts, their habits, their passions—deliver theamfrdeath—deliver them from going down into the pit
and so deliver them that none shall lay anythinth&r charge, since God has justified them andsChr
has absolved them. May the Lord grant us gracetosed as His instruments as Moses was. And may
we, each one of us, cry unto the Lord if we arbondage, just as Israel did in Egypt. The Lord grim
cy, send forth concerning every poor sinner hesé guch a message as He sent concerning His people
in the house of bondage. “Thus says the Lord, Lgtsih go, that he may serve Me.” If He will thus
work among us as in the olden times, to Him shelthe glory now at this present, yes, and forever-
more. Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—EXODUS 4:10-17, 21-23, 5:1-9,
15-23, 6:1-8
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—440, 220, 219.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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