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“And because you are sons, God has sent forth tipgriSof His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Faer.”
Galatians 4:6.

WE do not find the doctrine of the Trinity in Uniget forth in Scripture in formal terms, such as
those which are employed in the Athanasian Cregtthe truth is continually taken for granted, fai$ i
were a fact well known in the church of God. If el down very often, in so many words, it is gwer
where held in solution, and it is mentioned inciddélg in connection with other truths in a way whic
renders it quite as distinct as if it were exprdssea set formula. In many passages it is brobgifidre
us so prominently that we must be willfully blindwe do not note it. In the present chapter, for in
stance, we have distinct mention of each of theetdivine Persons. “God,” that is the Father, “sent
forth the Spirit,” that is the Holy Spirit and He here called, “the Spirdf His Son.”Nor have we the
names alone, for each sacred person is mentionadtiag in the work of our salvation. Look at the
fourth verse, “Godent forthHis Son.” Then note the fifth verse, which speakthe Son asedeeming
them that were under the law, and then the tealf iteveals the Spirit as coming into the heartbef
lievers andcrying Abba, Father. Now, inasmuch, as you have not ¢mdymention of the separate
names, but also certain special operations asctdbedch, it is plain that you have here, the wistper-
sonality of each. Neither the Father, nor the $am,the Spirit can be an influence, or a mere fofm
existence, for each one acts in a divine manndrniib a special sphere and a distinct mode of @per
tion. The error of regarding a certain divine paras a mere influence, or emanation, mainly astals
Holy Spirit, but its falseness is seen in the wersrying, Abba, Father"—an influence could not cry.
The act requires a person to perform it. Thoughmag not understand the wonderful truth of the undi-
vided Unity and the distinct personality of theulre Godhead, yet, nevertheless, we see the truth re
vealed in the Holy Scriptures and therefore, weeptit as a matter of faith.

The divinity of each of these sacred persons is e gathered from the text and its connection.
We do not doubt the divinity of the Father, for l$ehere distinctly mentioned as “God,” twice is the
Father evidently intended when the word, “God,used. That the Son is God is implied, for though
made of a woman, as to His human nature, He igidesicas “sent forth” and therefore, He was preex-
istent before He was sent forth and made of a wormhis, together with His being called the Son of
God, and His being spoken of as able to redeentparer minds sufficient proofs of deity. The Spisi
said to do what only God can do, namely, to dwethie hearts of all believers. It is not possilolegny
being to cry in the hearts of a multitude of meH & were not omnipresent and therefore divine.&e h
we have the name of each divine Person, the wortireach, the personality of each, and in some de-
gree the deity of each, within the compass of alfees. As for believers in the Lord Jesus Chtisty
know how necessary is the co-operation of the eftiinity to our salvation, and they are charmed to
see the loving union of all in the work of deliveca. We reverence the Father, without whom we had
not been chosen or adopted, the Father who hagdteegs again unto a lively hope by the resurractio
of Jesus Christ from the dead. We love and reverdme Son by whose most precious blood we have
been redeemed and with whom we are one in a mystieverlasting union. And we adore and love the
divine Spirit, for it is by Him that we have beeegenerated, illuminated, quickened, preserved and
sanctified, and it is through Him that we receire seal and witness, within our hearts, by whichavee
assured that we are indeed the sons of God. Ass@iodof old, “Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness,” even so do the divine Persons takmsel together, and all unite in the new creatibn
the believer. We must not fail to bless, adore land each one of the exalted Persons, but we niust d
gently bow in humblest reverence before the one-Geather, Son, and Holy Spirit. “Glory be to the
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Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spiriit a&s in the beginning, is now, and ever shallvioer|d
without end. Amen.”

Having noted this most important fact, let us cdméhe text itself, hoping to enjoy the doctrine of
the Trinity while we are discoursing upon our admpt in which wonder of grace they each have a
share. Under the teaching of the divine Spirit maybe drawn into sweet communion with the Father
through His Son Jesus Christ, to His glory anduoh@nefit.

Three things are very clearly set forth in my tekite first isthe dignity of believers“you are
sons.” The second the consequent indwelling of the Holy Spifibecause you are sons, God has sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts.” Atttk third isthe filial cry—crying, “Abba, Father.”

|. First, then, THE DIGNITY OF BELIEVERS. Adoption g us the rights of children. Regenera-
tion gives us the nature of children. We are pantslof both of these, for we are sons.

And let us here observe thhis sonship is a gift of grace received by falte are not the sons of
God by nature in the sense here meant. We aresemse “the offspring of God” by nature, but this is
very different from the sonship here described,ciwhs the peculiar privilege of those who are born
again. The Jews claimed to be of the family of Gud, as their privileges came to them by the way of
their fleshly birth, they are likened to Ishmaehowvas born after the flesh, but who was cast siha
son of the bondwoman and compelled to give wayéosbn of the promise. We have a sonship which
does not come to us by nature, for we are “bornohdlood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of thell
of man, but of God.” Our sonship comes by promisethe operation of God as a special gift to a pecu
liar seed, set apart unto the Lord by His own seiger grace, as Isaac was. This honor and privilege
come to us, according to the connection of our, texfaith. Note well the twenty-sixth verse of thes-
ceding chapter (Gal. 3:26): “For you are all thédren of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” As unbedées
we know nothing of adoption. While we are under lthe as self-righteous we know something of ser-
vitude, but we know nothing of sonship. It is oalger that faith has come that we cease to be uhder
schoolmaster, and rise out of our minority to tdie privileges of the sons of God.

Faith works in us the spirit of adoption and oung@ousness of sonship, in this wise, fiitshrings
us justification.Verse twenty-four of the previous chapter says,eTdw was our schoolmaster to bring
us unto Christ, that we might be justified by fditAn unjustified man stands in the condition afram-
inal, not of a child. His sin is laid to his chardee is reckoned as unjust and unrighteous, agthte
really is, and he is therefore a rebel againskimg, and not a child enjoying his father’s lovaitBvhen
faith realizes the cleansing power of the bloocatmhement and lays hold upon the righteousness of
God in Christ Jesus, then the justified man beccemssn and a child. Justification and adoption gbva
go together. “Whom He called them He also justifiadd the calling is a call to the Father’s housd a
to recognition of sonship. Believing brings forgmness and justification through our Lord Jesuslsib a
brings adoption, for it is written, “But as manyraseived Him, to them gave He power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.

Faith brings us into the realization of our adoption the next place, bgetting us free from the
bondage of the law:After that faith is come, we are no longer undeschoolmaster.” When we
groaned under a sense of sin and were shut updsyiit a prison, we feared that the law would gunis
us for our iniquity and our life was made bitterttwfear. Moreover, we strove in our own blind self-
sufficient manner to keep that law and this broughinto yet another bondage, which became harder
and harder and as failure succeeded to failuresimreed and stumbled more and more to our soul’s con
fusion. But now that faith has come, we see thefldfilled in Christ, and ourselves justified and-a
cepted in Him, this changes the slave into a clild duty into choice. Now we delight in the lawdan
by the power of the Spirit we walk in holiness e glory of God. Thus it is that by believing inrsh
Jesus we escape from Moses, the taskmaster, areltoodesus, the Savior. We cease to regard God as
an angry Judge and view Him as our loving Fathke 3ystem of merit and command, punishment and
fear has given way to the rule of grace, gratitadd love, and this new principle of governmentns o
of the grand privileges of the children of God.

Now, faith is the mark of sonship in all who havewhoever they may be, for “you are all the chil-
dren of God by faith in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26)ou believe in Jesus, whether you are Jew or-Gen
tile, bond or free, you are a son of God. If yowdéhanly believed in Christ of late and have buttfoe
past few weeks been able to rest in His great saijayet, beloved, now are you a child of Godslt
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not a later privilege, granted to assurance or traw grace. It is an early blessing and belongsito
who has the smallest degree of faith and is no rti@e a baby in grace. If a man is a believer sude
Christ, his name is in the register of the greatiliaabove, “for you are all the children of God tayth

in Christ Jesus.” But if you have no faith, no reativhat zeal, no matter what works; no matter what
knowledge; no matter what pretensions to holinessmay possess, you are nothing and your religion
is vain. Without faith in Christ you are as sourgdlirass and a tinkling cymbal, for without faithigt
impossible to please God. Faith then, whereves fbund, is the infallible token of a child of Gadd

its absence is fatal to the claim.

This according to the apostle is further illustdaby our baptism, for in baptism, if there is faiith
the soul, there is an open putting on of the Lasud Christ. Read the twenty-seventh verse: “For as
many of you as have been baptized into Christ lpaven Christ.” In baptism you professed to be dead
to the world and you were therefore, buried int® tlame of Jesus. And the meaning of that buria, if
had any right meaning to you, was that you profésseirself to be dead to everything but Christ and
henceforth your life was to be in Him and you wirde as one raised from the dead to newnesseof lif
Of course the outward form means nothing to theslieker, but to the man who is in Christ it is asho
instructive ordinance. The spirit and essence @fdtdinance, lie in the soul's entering into thenbyl,
in the man’s knowing not only the baptism into watrit the baptism into the Holy Spirit and inteefi
And as many of you as know that inward mystic ksaptinto Christ, know also that henceforth you
have put on Christ and are covered by Him as aimby his garment. Henceforth you are one in Christ
You wear His name, you live in Him, you are savgdim, and you are altogether His. Now, if you are
one with Christ, since He is a son, you are alsesst you have put on Christ, God sees you not in
yourself but in Christ, and that which belongs tari€t belongs also to you, for if you are Christlsgn
are you Abraham’s seed and heirs according torimige. As the Roman youth, when he came of age,
put on thetoga and was admitted to the rights of citizenshipthsoputting on of Christ is the token of
our admission into the position of sons of God. §late we actually admitted to the enjoyment of our
glorious heritage. Every blessing of the covendrdrace belongs to those who are Christ’'s and every
believer is on that list. Thus, then, accordinghi® teaching of the passage, we receive adoptidaithy
as the qift of grace.

Again, adoption comes to us by redempti®ead the passage which precedes the text—*Buhwhe
the fullness of the time was come, God sent forigh $bn, made of a woman, made under the law, to
redeem them that were under the law, that we nrigggive the adoption of sons.” Beloved, prize re-
demption and never listen to teaching which woudtby its meaning or lower its importance. Re-
member that you were not redeemed with silver aid, dut with the precious blood of Christ as of a
lamb without blemish. You were under the law antjett to its curse, for you had broken it most
grievously. And you were subject to its penalty, itas written, “The soul that sins, it shall dié&nd
yet again, “cursed is everyone that continues matlithings that are written in the book of the le do
them.” You were also under the terror of the lawov,yfou feared its wrath and you were under itsait+i
ing power, for often when the commandment camewdinin you revived and you died. But now you
are redeemed from all. As the Holy Spirit says, ri€tthas redeemed us from the curse of the lamgbei
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursedviergone that hangs on a tree.” Now you are not unde
the law, but under grace, and this because Charseaunder the law and kept it both by His activé an
His passive obedience, fulfilling all its commaratsd bearing its entire penalty on your behalf and i
your place. Henceforth you are the redeemed ot.tnd and enjoy a liberty which comes by no other
way but that of the eternal ransom. Remember thisvehenever you feel most assured that you are a
child of God, praise the redeeming blood, whengoer heart beats highest with love to your great Fa
ther, bless the “firstborn among many brethren,byor your sakes came under the law, was circum-
cised, kept the law in His life and bowed His héadt in His death, honoring and magnifying the law
and making the justice and righteousness of Gdzetmore conspicuous by His life than it would have
been by the holiness of all mankind. And He madel’&qustice to be more fully vindicated by His
death than it would have been if all the world iohers had been cast into hell. Glory be to oueead-
ing Lord, by whom we have received the adoption!

Again, we further learn from the passage thatnow enjoy the privilege of sonshixcording to
the run of the passage the apostle means not loalywe are children, but that we are full-grownsson
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“Because you are sons” means—because the timerdappaf the Father is come, and you are of age
and no longer under tutors and governors. In omonity we are under the schoolmaster, under the reg
imen of ceremonies, under types, figures, shad@asning our A B C’s by being convicted of sin. But
when faith is come, we are no longer under the clohaster but come to a more free condition. Till
faith comes we are under tutors and governors nikee boys, but after faith, we take our rights@ss

of God. The Jewish church of old was under the yolkthe law. Its sacrifices were continual and its
ceremonies endless. New moons and feasts hadkepbeJubilees had to be observed and pilgrimages
made. In fact, the yoke was too heavy for feeldslflto bear. The law followed the Israelite intergv
corner and dealt with him upon every point. It hadio with his garments, his meat, his drink, tasl,b

his board and everything about him. It treated hka a boy at school who has a rule for everything.
Now that faith has come we are full grown sons, tedefore we are free from the rules which govern
the school of the child. We are under law to Chesen as the full-grown son is still under thecdis
pline of his father’s house, but this is a law @fd and not of fear, of grace and not of bonda§&arid

fast therefore, in the liberty with which Christshenade us free, and be not entangled again with the
yoke of bondage” Return not to the beggarly eleswenta merely outward religion, but keep close to
the worship of God in spirit and in truth, for thesthe liberty of the children of God.

Now, by faithwe are no more like bondservanthe apostle says that, “the heir, as long asle i
child, differs nothing from a servant, though héoisl of all; but is under tutors and governorkttie
time appointed of the father.” But, beloved, yoe aow the sons of God and you have come to your
majority, now you are now free to enjoy the horamd blessings of the Father’s house. Rejoice Heat t
free Spirit dwells within you and prompts you tdihess. This is a far superior power to the mesxy
ternal command and the whip of threats. Now no nameeyou in bondage to outward forms, rites and
ceremonies, but the Spirit of God teaches youhatigs, and leads you into the inner meaning and sub
stance of truth.

Now, also, says the apostliee are heirs—“As a result you are no more a servant, but a and,if a
son, then an heir of God through Christ.” No mamty has ever realized to the fullest, what thianse
Believers are at this moment heirs, but what isetate? It is God Himselfl We are heirs of Godt No
only of the promises, of the covenant engagemendsod all the blessings which belong to the chosen
seed, but heirs of God Himself. “The Lord is mytmor, says my soul.” “This God is our God forever
and ever.” We are not only heirs to God, to alt tHa gives to His firstborn, but heirs of God, Helfs
David said, “The Lord is the portion of my inhentae and of my cup.” As God said to Abraham, “Fear
not Abraham, | am your shield and your exceedirgagreward,” so says He to every man that is born
of the Spirit. These are His own words—*Il will be them a God and they shall be to Me a people.”
Why, then, O believer, are you poor? All riches woeirs. Why, then, are you sorrowful? The ever-
blessed God is yours. Why do you tremble? Omnimatemaits to help you. Why do you distrust? His
immutability will abide with you even to the enddamake His promises steadfast. All things are yours
for Christ is yours and Christ is God’s. And thouglkere are some things which at present you cannot
actually grasp in your hand, nor even see with yyas, namely, the things which are laid up for you
heaven, yet still by faith you can enjoy even thése“He has raised us up together and made us-sit
gether in the heavenlies in Christ,” “in whom alge have obtained an inheritance,” so that, “our cit
zenship is in heaven.” We enjoy even now the pledgkearnest of heaven in the indwelling of the Ho-
ly Spirit. Oh what privileges belong to those whie the sons of God!

Once more upon this point of the believer's dignitye already taste some of the inevitable conse-
guences of being the sons of GW¢hat are they? One of them is the opposition ofcthitdren of the
bondwoman. No sooner had the apostle Paul preableeliberty of the saints, than straightway there
arose certain teachers who said, “This will nevar YJou must be circumcised; you must come under
the law.” Their opposition was to Paul a token thetwas of the free woman, for, behold, the chiidre
of the bondwoman singled him out for their virulepiposition. You shall find, dear brothers andesst
that if you enjoy fellowship with God, if you liviea the spirit of adoption, if you are brought néathe
Most High so as to be a member of the divine fanstyaightway all those who are under bondage to
the law will quarrel with you. Thus says the apgstAs then, he that was born after the flesh prrssl
him that was born after the Spirit, even so it @svri The child of Hagar was found by Sarah to be
mocking Isaac, the child of promise. Ishmael wdwste been glad to have shown his enmity to the hat-
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ed heir by blows and personal assault, but theseanguperior power to check him, so that he coetd g
no further than “mocking.” So it is now. There haween periods in which the enemies of the gospel
have gone a great deal further than mocking, fey titave been able to imprison and burn alive thie lo
ers of the gospel, but now, thank God, we are uHKiiespecial protection as to life and limb ancklily

and are as safe as Isaac was in Abraham’s housg.CEm mock us, but they cannot go any further, or
else some of us would be publicly hung. But triaflruel mocking are still to be endured, our words
are twisted, our sentiments are misrepresentedathisbrts of horrible things are imputed to usngs
which we know not, to all which we would reply wiBaul, “Am | therefore become your enemy be-
cause | tell you the truth?” This is the old waytled Hagarenes; the child after the flesh is dtilhg his
best to mock him that is born after the Spirit. it be astonished, nor grieved in the least deghemn

this happens to any of you. But let this turn te éstablishment of your confidence and to the corafi

tion of your faith in Christ Jesus, for He told yotold, “If you were of the world, the world wouldve

his own: but because you are not of the world, Ithéive chosen you out of the world, therefore the
world hates you.”

[I. Our second head is THE CONSEQUENT INDWELLING OF THBELY SPIRIT IN BELIEV-
ERS—"God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son ipboir hearts.'Here is a divine act of the FatheFhe
Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Sowl, @od has sent Him forth into your hearts. If He
had only come knocking at your hearts and asked fgave to enter, He had never entered. But when
Jehovah sent Him, He made His way without violamogr will, but with irresistible power. Where Je-
hovah sent Him, there He will abide and go no noueforever. Beloved, | have no time to dwell upon
the words, but | want you to turn them over in ythoughts, for they contain a great depth. As suasl
God sent His Son into the world to dwell among nsnthat His saints beheld His glory, the “glory as
of the only begotten of the Father, full of gracel &ruth,” so surely has God sent forth the Spariénter
into men’s hearts, there to take up His residehe¢ in Him also, the glory of God may be revealed.
Bless and adore the Lord who has sent you sucsitarvas this.

Now, note the style and title under which the H8pjirit comes to ugde comes as the Spirit of Je-
sus.The words are “the Spirit of His Son,” by whichnigt meant the character and disposition of Christ,
though that was quite true, for God sends this tggpeople, but it means the Holy Spirit. Why thisn
He called the Spirit of His Son, or the Spirit esds? May we not give these reasons? It was bijdhe
ly Spirit that the human nature of Christ was bofrthe Virgin. By the Spirit our Lord was attestat
His baptism, when the Holy Spirit descended upom Hke a dove and abode upon Him. In Him the
Holy Spirit dwelt without measure, anointing Hinr fidis great work and by the Spirit He was anointed
with the oil of gladness more than His fellows. T3w@rit was also with Him, attesting His ministry b
signs and wonders. The Holy Spirit is our Lord’sargift to the church. It was after His ascengfat
He bestowed the gifts of Pentecost and the Holyitj@scended upon the church to abide with the peo
ple of God forever. The Holy Spirit is the Spirft@hrist, because He is Christ’s witness here befow
“there are three that bear witness on earth, tlt,Sd the water, and the blood.” For these arashy
other reasons He is called “the Spirit of His Santl it is He who comes to dwell in believers. | \bu
urge you very solemnly and gratefully to consider wondrous condescension which is here displayed.
God Himself, the Holy Spirit, takes up His resident believers. | never know which is the more won-
derful, the incarnation of Christ or the indwellingthe Holy Spirit. Jesus dwelt here for a whiehu-
man flesh untainted by sin, holy, harmless, unddfitnd separate from sinners. But the Holy Spirit
dwells continually in the hearts of all believettspugh as yet they are imperfect and prone to ¥ear
after year, century after century, He still abideshe saints and will do so till the elect areialllory.
While we adore the incarnate Son, let us adorethksandwelling Spirit whom the Father has sent.

Now notice the place wherein He takes up His resided€&od has sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into yourhearts” Note that it does not say into your heads orrynains. The Spirit of God, doubtless,
illuminates the intellect and guides the judgmént, this is not the commencement or the main part o
His work. He comes chiefly to the affections. Heetla/with the heart, for with the heart man belgve
unto righteousness and “God has sent forth thet®piHis Son into your hearts.” Now, the hearthe
center of our being, and therefore does the HolyitSjrcupy this place of vantage. He comes in® th
central fortress and universal citadel of our iatand thus takes possession of the whole. The isear
the vital part. We speak of it as the chief resgdeaf life, and therefore the Holy Spirit entersand as
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the living God dwells in the living heart, takinggsession of the very core and marrow of our bdtng.
is from the heart and through the heart that Bfeliffused. The blood is sent to the extremitieshef
body by the pulsing of the heart and when the BpirGod takes possession of the affections, H&-ope
ates upon every power, and faculty and member oéotire manhood. Out of the heart are the issties o
life, and from the affections sanctified by the YH8pirit all other faculties and powers receiveengal,
illumination, sanctification, strengthening andmlkte perfection.

This wonderful blessing is ours “because we ares,S@ndit is filled with marvelous result$Son-
ship sealed by the indwelling Spirit brings us geand joy. It leads to nearness to God and fellgwsh
with Him. It excites trust, love, and vehement desind creates in us reverence, obedience and actua
likeness to God, all this and much more, becauséitily Spirit has come to dwell in us. Oh, matchles
mystery! Had it not been revealed, it had nevenbemgined, and now that it is revealed, it wouddn
er have been believed if it had not become matftecial experience to those who are in Christslesu
There are many professors who know nothing of fhirey listen to us with bewilderment as if we told
them an idle tale, for the carnal mind knows net tthings that are of God. They are spiritual anad ca
only be spiritually understood. Those who are ratssor who only come in as sons under the law of
nature, like Ishmael, know nothing of this indwedjiSpirit, and are up in arms at us for daringl&nt
SO great a blessing. Yet it is ours and none canweus of it.

[Il. Now | come to the third portion of our text—THE FAL CRY. This is deeply interesting. |
think it will be profitable if your minds enter mtit. Where the Holy Spirit enters there is a ¢yod
has sent forth the Spirit of His Son, crying, ‘Ablsather.” Now noticeit is the Spirit of Godthat
cries—a most remarkable fact. Some are inclined to i@svexpression as a Hebraism and read it, He
“makes us to cry,” but, beloved, the text doessagtthat and we are not at liberty to alter it upooh a
pretense. We are always correct in keeping to Vdwat says and here we plainly read of the Spirit in
our hearts that He is crying, “Abba, Father.” Tippstle, in Romans 8:15, says, “You have received th
Spirit of adoption, wherebwe cry, Abba, Father,” but here he describes theit3gimself, as crying,
“Abba, Father.” We are certain that when he asdrife cry of, “Abba, Father,” to us, he did not kwis
to exclude the Spirit’s cry, because in the twesiggh verse of the famous eighth chapter of Romhes,
says, “Likewise the Spirit also helps our infirragi for we know not what we should pray for as we
ought: but the Spirit itself makes intercession dsrwith groanings which cannot be uttered.” Thas h
represents the Spirit Himself as groaning with terable groans within the child of God, so that whe
he wrote to the Romans he had on his mind the shmeght which he here expressed to the Gala-
tians—that it is the Spirit Himself, which criesdagroans in us, “Abba, Father.” How is this? Isat
ourselves that cry? Yes, assuredly. And yet theitSpies also. The expressions are both correloe T
Holy Spirit prompts and inspires the cry. He puis try into the heart and mouth of the believers It
His cry because He suggests it, approves of iteshatates us to it. We would never have cried thus i
He had not first taught us the way. As a mothectiea her child to speak, so He puts this cry ohb&
Father,” into our mouths. Yes, it is He who formsour hearts the desire after our Father, God, and
keeps it there. He is the Spirit of adoption areldhthor of adoption’s special and significant cry.

Not only does He prompt us to cry, but He worksisma sense of need which compels us to cry, and
also that spirit of confidence which emboldensauslaim such relationship to the great God. Ndhis
all, for He assists us in some mysterious mannghaowe are able to pray aright. He puts His d@ivin
energy into us so that we cry, “Abba, Father,” mnaaceptable manner. There are times whenannot
cry at all and then He cries in us. There are seasten doubts and fears abound, and so suffosate u
with their fumes that we cannot even raise a ang, then the indwelling Spirit represents us, spdéaks
us, and makes intercession for us, crying in oumenand making intercession for us according to the
will of God. Thus does the cry, “Abba, Father,”erigp in our hearts even when we feel as if we could
not pray, and dare not think ourselves childrerernTtve may each say, “I live, yet not I, but ther®pi
that dwells in me.” On the other hand, at timessnul gives such a sweet assent to the Spirit'shaty
it becomes ours also, but then we more than ewaroadedge the work of the Spirit and still ascrtbe
Him the blessed cry, “Abba, Father.”

| want you, now, to notice a very sweet fact alibig cry, namely, that is literally the cry of the
Son.God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our heans that Spirit cries in us exactly accordinght®
cry of the Son. If you turn to the gospel of Maak,the fourteenth chapter, thirty-sixth verse, yall
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find there what you will not discover in any otlexangelist (for Mark is always the man for thekstg
points and the memorable words), he records thatLotd prayed in the garden, “Abba, Father, all
things are possible unto You; take away this comfiMe: nevertheless not what | will, but what You
will,” so that this cry in us copies the cry of duord to the letter—"Abba, Father.” Now, | dare sgu
have heard these words “Abba, Father” explainecbasiderable length at other times. And if so, you
know that the first word is Syrian or Aramaic, oughly speaking, Abba is the Hebrew word for “fa-
ther.” The second word is in Greek and is the Gemtord, “Pater,” which also signifies father.dtsaid
that these two words are used to remind us thas e Gentiles are one before God. They do remind
us of this, but this cannot have been the prindipason for their use. Do you think that when oordL
was in His agony in the garden that He said, “Aldfather,” because Jews and Gentiles are one? Why
should He have thought of that doctrine and whydrtiée mention it in prayer to His Father? Some oth-
er reason must have suggested it to Him. It seemsetthat our Lord said, “Abba,” because it was His
native tongue. When a Frenchman prays, if he resdel English, he may ordinarily pray in English,
but if ever he falls into an agony he will prayfrench, as surely as he prays at all. Our Welsthtae

tell us that there is no language like Welsh—I sagapit is so tahem.Now they will talk English when
about their ordinary business and they can prdgniglish when everything goes comfortably with them,
but | am sure that if a Welshman is in a greatdacy of prayer, he flies to his Welsh tongue tal fiull
expression. Our Lord in His agony used His natargglage, and as born of the seed of Abraham He
cries in His own tongue, “Abba.” Even thus, my hren, we are prompted by the spirit of adoption to
use our own language, the language of the heatttaspeak to the Lord freely in our own tongue-: Be
sides, to my mind, the word “Abba” is of all wordfsall languages the most natural word for father.
must try and pronounce it so that you see the akhthildishness of it, “Ab-ba,” “Ab-ba.” Is it nqtist
what your children say, ab, ab, ba, ba, as sodhegstry to talk? It is the sort of word which aalyild
would say, whether Hebrew, or Greek, or Frencigmyglish. Therefore, Abba is a word worthy of in-
troduction into all languages. It is truly a chddvord, and our Master felt, | have no doubt, is Ego-
ny, a love for child’s words. Dr. Guthrie, when Wwas dying, said, “Sing a hymn,” but he add&ing
me one of the children’s hymnaf’Then a man comes to die, he wants to be a chdthagnd longs for
children’s hymns and children’s words. Our blesBdter in His agony used the children’s word, “Ab-
ba,” and it is equally becoming in the mouth ofleane of us. | think this sweet word, “Abba,” was
chosen to show us that we are to be very natuthl @od and not stilted and formal. We are to be ver
affectionate and come close to Him and not meraly ater,” which is a cold Greek word, but say,
“Abba,” which is a warm, natural, loving word, fdr one who is a little child with God and makedsdo
to lie in His bosom, and look up into His face dalt with holy boldness. “Abba” is not a word, some
how, but a baby’s lisping. Oh, how near we are tol @hen we can use such a speech! How dear He
to us and dear we are to Him when we may thus addfem, saying, like the great Son, Himself, “Ab-
ba, Father.”

This leads me to observe thhis cry in our hearts is exceedingly near and fami In the sound of
it I have shown you that it is childlike, but trene and manner of the utterance are equally s@ that
it is a cry. If we obtain audience with a king we do not amg speak then in measured tones and set
phrases. But the Spirit of God breaks down our oregistones and takes away the formality which
some hold in great admiration, and He leads ugytpwhich is the very reverse of formality and stiff-
ness. When we cry, we cry, “Abba.” Even our venggrare full of the spirit of adoption. A cry is a
sound which we are not anxious that every passeshbyld hear, yet what child minds his father hear-
ing him cry? So when our heart is broken and suthadveedo not feel as if we could talk fine language
all, but the Spirit in us sends forth cries andagi®y and of these we are not ashamed, nor areraid af
to cry before God. | know some of you think thatdGaeill not hear your prayers, because you cannot
pray grandly like such-and-such a minister. Oh,thatSpirit of His Son cries, and you cannot dddvet
than cry too. Be satisfied to offer to God brokanduage, words salted with your grief, wet with iyou
tears. Go to Him with holy familiarity and be ndtead to cry in His presence, “Abba, Father.”

But thenhow earnest it isFor a cry is an intense thing. The word implies/éncy. A cry is not a
flippant utterance, nor a mere thing of the lipscdmes up from the soul. Has not the Lord taughtiou
cry to Him in prayer with fervent persistence thalt not take a denial? Has He not brought us sar ne
to Him that sometimes we say, “I will not let Yoo gnless You bless me”? Has He not taught us so to
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pray that His disciples might almost say of usteytdid of one of old, “Send her away, for she<rie
after us.” We do cry after Him, our heart and dasli cry out for God, for the living God, and tlighe
cry, “Abba, Father. | must know You, | must tasteuy love, | must dwell under Your wing, | must be-
hold Your face, | must feel Your great fatherly tieaverflowing and filling my heart with peace.” We
cry, “Abba, Father.”

| shall close when | notice this, thalhe most of this crying is kept within the heanidaloes not
come out at the lipd.ike Moses we cry when we say not a word. Goddead forth the Spirit of His
Soninto our heartswhereby we cry, “Abba, Father.” You know what lanelt is not alone in your lit-
tle room, by the old armchair, that you cry to Gbdt you call Him, “Abba, Father,” as you go about
the streets or work in the shop. The Spirit of Ben is crying, “Abba, Father,” when you are in the
crowd or at your table among the family. | ses idlleged as a very grave charge against me Hpegtalk
as if | were familiar with God. If it is so, | makmld to say that | speak only as | feel. Blessedrly
heavenly Father's name, | know | am His child, antth whom should a child be familiar but with His
father? O you strangers to the living God, be kn unto you, that if this is vile, | purpose to \aker
still, as He shall help me to walk more closelyhMdim. We feel a deep reverence for our Father in
heaven, which bows us to the very dust, but fotreit we can say, “Truly our fellowship is with tRa-
ther and with His Son, Jesus Christ.” No stranger enderstand the nearness of the believer’s soul t
God in Christ Jesus, and because the world camu#rstand it, it finds it convenient to sneer, Wwhat
of that? Abraham’s tenderness to Isaac made Ishjgsleus and caused him to laugh, but Isaac had no
cause to be ashamed of being ridiculed, since theken could not rob him of the covenant blessing.
Yes, beloved, the Spirit of God makes you cry, “AbBather,” but the cry is mainly within your heart
and there it is so commonly uttered that it becotheshabit of your soul to be crying to your hedyen
Father. The text does not say that He had crigdhleuexpression iscrying”— it is a present participle,
indicating that He cries every day, “Abba, Fath&d home, my brethren, and live in the spirit afi-so
ship. Wake up in the morning and let your firstugbt be, “My Father, my Father, be with me this
day.” Go out into business and when things perptax let that be your resort—“My Father, help me in
this hour of need.” When you go to your home an@tmeth domestic anxieties, let your cry be, “Help
me, my Father.” When alone, you are not alone, Um#he Father is with you. And in the midst of the
crowd you are not in danger, because the Fathesélifoves you. What a blessed word is that—“The
Father Himself loves you” Go and live as His chéid. Take heed that you reverence Him, for if Ha is
father, where is His fear? Go and obey Him, fos thiright. Be imitators of God as dear childreonbir
Him wherever you are by adorning His doctrine intlsihgs. Go and live upon Him, for you shall soon
live with Him. Go and rejoice in Him. Go and caltyaur cares upon Him. Go henceforth and whatever
men may see in you may they be compelled to acletyd that you are the children of the Highest.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall bedctiie children of God.” May you be such hencéfort
and evermore. Amen and amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—GALATIANS 3:22-23, 4, 5:1-6
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—728, 468, 221.
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