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DIVINE INTERPOSITIONS
NO. 1432

A SERMON
Suggested by the loss of the passenger ship, thientess Alice.”

DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 8, 1878,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“He sent from above, He took me, He drew me outrtdny waters.”
Psalm 18:16.

| DO not know how you feel, my brethren, at thimei, but as for myself, a heavy cloud seems to
hang over me all the day. The overwhelming calamitiast Tuesday, so crushing and so far reaching,
of which we must have spoken to each other, | ss@pevery hour during the past week, cannot be re-
moved from the thoughts of our minds or from thie@fons of our hearts. The whole of London may
well be likened to that ancient city of which weade—“The city Shushan was perplexed.” Every man
has been asking his fellow, “Have you lost a frighdnd no man wonders when the answer is, “Alas, |
have been sorely bereaved.” In our own immediatdecive have borne a special share of the grief, fo
five, at least, of those who are in church membpngifth us have been removed from our midst, and we
can scarcely speak with any of our brethren witlthstovering that they have lost some connection or
friend. Alas, that unhappy vessel has sunk withoaenprecious freight than ever loaded Spanish -galle
on, and her wreck has brought a greater loss taitpthan if she had carried untold gold. We canno
help thinking of this dire affliction, and there&mwe had better think of it with some practicalgmse.

| believe that this sudden grief comes, like evather event, from God, and comes as a voice from
God to this our city—a voice which, we trust, wokk heard and regarded. “The Lord’s voice cries unto
the city and the man of wisdom shall see Your namear you the rod, and who has appointed it.” (Mi-
cah 6:9). We are of the mind of that old prophebwhid, “Shall there be evil in a city, and thed.bas
not done it?” (Amos 3:6). Comes there anythinghi& ftorm of calamity upon the sons of men without
the permission, control and overruling of the LoAE&uredly not. “The Lord kills and makes alive: He
brings down to the grave, and brings up.” | knowattimany minds are so stunned by this tremendous
blow that they can hardly think of God in connegtwith it and half wish to believe that the omngre
ent was not there. The problem staggers their nreasd they are unable to leave it among the mgsteri
of faith. As yet they have not gained the configen€ Job, who denied that affliction comes outhaf t
dust, but attributed it to the Lord, saying, “H&da away: who can hinder Him?” Even some who love
the Lord and trust Him are somewhat of the mindafy and Martha when they said, “Lord, if You
had been here, my brother had not died,” while rstieho should know better would timidly conceal
their belief in an overruling providence, lest theverent world should scoff at them. Let themfgdo
say, for our God is none the less glorious becélisavays are far above and out of our sight. kns
atheistical thought which would put God out of gutgce. If He is not everywhere, He is nowhere. Om-
nipresence is an essential of the Godhead. If Biiglltules not over evil, it is not omnipotent ahdst it
lacks another essential attribute of deity. It vdolk dreadful to suppose Him to have a limited awmi
ion. “His kingdom rules over all.”

We are not as those who believe in two co-exidtaoes, each supreme, one of whom shall create
disasters, and the other shall distribute blessihbe prince of evil is, according to our faithpsudi-
nate to the great Lord of all. Thus says Jehovgtihb mouth of His servant, Isaiah, “I form thehlig
and create darkness: | make peace, and | credtd éwe Lord do all these things.” He reigns ireth
calm summer’s day, and gives us the precious fofitsarvest, but He is equally present and sovareig
in the hurricane which destroys, or the blight whaesolates. His providence speeds the ship teis
sired haven, but it is equally His providence whsthks the ship and its mariners to the bottomhef t
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sea. It is His power which looses the bands of @&and binds the sweet influence of the Pleiades. Hi
are the lightnings as well as the sunbeams, thed#rbolts as well as the raindrops. He is able d&em
the heaven as iron and the earth as brass, souh#&nd shall not yield her increase. He can foalla
famine and break the whole staff of bread, for faanpestilence, and war, are as rods in His h&aod.

is everywhere and in all things His hand is presenthe things which seem to us to be evil as aglin

the events which appear to us to be good, Godwsgt. He does no wrong, for God is not tempted by
evil, neither tempts He any man. But we speak ofsial evil, which causes sorrow, pain and death
among men, and we say that certainly God is therat a sparrow falls to the ground without our Fa
ther, we are sure that no great calamity can begadipart from Him. He is not far from us in ouegest
sorrow, and however we may trace a calamity tocdrelessness or the mistake of men, these are but
the second causes, and we see behind all merd, dieéapermission of the Lord. If it were not so,
mourners would be deprived of the greatest reamosubmission and the surest source of consolation.

Even where a terrible event is the result of cri@@ed is not excluded. He shares not the guilt, but
He overrules the act. Think of the crucifixion afrd_ord, and remember that though the sin of it lay
heavy upon those who perpetrated it, yet the gomsign of it was God’s. Read Peter’s words in Acts,
“Him, being delivered by the determinate counseal &reknowledge of God, you have taken and by
wicked hands have crucified and slain.” Who shalhy that God was at Calvary, though sin there
reached its culminating point?

We freely admit that we do not understand this, thiedefore, we do not attempt to explain it, but we
believe and adore. Happily, we need not attemjidtfy the ways of God to man, for He asks no de-
fense at our hands, and deigns not to give anyuata@d His matters. This is our only resolve, “Tigbu
He slay me yet will | trust in Him.”

Now, the question which has very naturally suggegtelf to many is this—if there is providence,
why does it permit these terrible evils? It is difehthat human life should be lost on such a sdated
is omnipotent, nobody doubts that. Why, then, déesot interfere to save? That shall suggest theis
first point of our discourse this morning, thairaculous interpositions in the affairs of thigeliare not
to be expectedand we may not hope, literally, to use the wordowf text and say, “He sent from
above, He took me, He drew me out of many wate3sll, secondly, we shall note that, according to
our text, providential interpositions of another kind are wbsafed And thirdly, and best of allyra-
cious interpositions are given for the salvatiomwén.Though the Lord does not, nowadays, send from
above and take His servants and draw them by miad of the waters of the river, yet He doesust
up from the depths of trouble. And especially dblesbear us up from the deeps of sin to our eternal
salvation, for thus says the Lord, “I will bringag from Bashan, | will bring My people from the
depths of the sea.”

I. First, then, MIRACULOUS INTERPOSITIONS IN THE CALAMIES OF THIS LIFE ARE
NOT TO BE EXPECTED. | am not standing here as aroealte for God to defend His character be-
cause He does not thus interpose, for to objett@m®nly answer is, “No, but O man, who are you tha
reply against God?” If you will accuse your Makete will not care to answer you. You who have
forged the accusation may fashion an answer,sé&ms good to you. Yet there is a difficulty which
none can deny and that difficulty lies in a facthy\is there any evil at all, seeing that the goad &
almighty and sits upon His throne? This is themldzle which none can answer. The Negro putitin a
very natural form when he asked the missionaryGtid is so much stronger than the devil, why does
He not kill the devil and make an end of his mis€Pil Just so, that is the top and bottom of thetenat
There is the question, but who can answer it? Arfway raise in an hour more objections than the wis
est man could remove in a century. Now, the clestetfeeory will not alter facts. What you and | may
think, is a very small matter, compared with wteslhy is. And it is quite certain that there is alagvil
in the world and that there is also a God, thatetle physical evil in the world, and yet love igopgeme
and that the Almighty permits fire and water totd®s His creatures, and does not interpose to eescu
them, and yet He is full of tenderness and pityeréhare some of course, who will dare to condemn
their Maker and call Him by | know not what horglthames. | have even heard such a word as, “mon-
ster,” hissed from between proud lips. Again | gaig not worth our while to answer such objectors,
because such persons are neither open to explamairowilling to receive it. And then again, itas
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small matter to the Most High what such persons thak of Him. He does as He pleases and asks no
leave from His creatures.

But now, for just a minute, let us consider thesgiom which we trust is modestly proposed. Sup-
pose that every time a great danger threatenedyigle expect a miraculous interposition from heaven
what then? The supposition is not absurd, for tiight be such an interposition. We must admit the
possibility since God is almighty. The train is tidering along the iron way. It will dash into anarth
and many lives will be destroyed. But if the Lordled it, He could put His hand upon the engine and
stop it in its full speed. The vessel freightedhaétight hundred lives is about to sink, but if therd
willed it, He could buoy it up in the hollow of Hieand. Yet He does not move. The iron road is strew
with the dead; the river is gorged with corpses.daot know all the reasons for this non-intenfieee
but yet we think we can see a little, which littke will think upon. For, firstsuch interpositions would
change the whole arrangement of the wolldvould not be the same place at all. The Lord masle
this world and He governs it by certain fixed laWghose laws were variable and were continuadly b
ing altered, it would be another form of creatittogether, and man would need to be another creatur
His physical, moral and even spiritual conditionuwebbe changed from top to bottom. It was the Lerd’
arrangement that He should put forth His powererrtain ways which we call the laws of nature, apd b
that arrangement He abides. There is no such indiepée force as “nature,” as some are always dream-
ing. Nor is there any energy in mere laws of naapart from God’s own power. You may write all the
laws you like, but there is no power in laws, themast be power in the king to carry out the lawl. A
power emanates from God, be it what it may. Hééssource and fountain of all the forces which eper
ate throughout creation, but He has been pleaseal tihe beginning to determine that His power shall
usually go forth in certain ways, and under fixadi$ and regulations. He can suspend those laws when
He pleases. He can quench the violence of firg, $te mouths of lions and make water to stand tprig
as a heap, but He has not often done so, and se tteeys He never does so. | think we can, in a-meas
ure, see why, for if such were the case continu#itly whole plan and purpose with which He made the
present world would have been abandoned, and anoibae of power would have taken its place.

Recollect, toothat whatever the plan of God is, it is now beiagied out under the shadow of the
Fall. There had been, | suppose, neither pain, nor egskmor sighing, nor death had there been no sin.
If it had been possible for a race to have mukiblirom the glades of Eden, and to have gone fotth
a wider Paradise as pure and holy as Adam firsedaom his Maker’'s hands, | can believe that there
would have been no famine, no war, no catastroptshipwreck by sea, or of accident by land. But
however multitudinous the human race might haveotves; its records would have been all unstained
with agonizing details such as those which bladkerbroad-sheets of today.

But, alas, man has fallen and to a race in suamditon it would not be consistent that everything
should be of sunlight and summer. There must noheaed the roar of the storm and the cry of desth a
the fruit of sin. Render calamity impossible andawvimark would there be of the divine displeasure fo
man’s revolt? Wherein, indeed, would sin differtadgts consequences from obedience and holiness?
Think for a little and you will see reason for Gedtaying His hand from rescue.

Furthermoreif interpositions were given to save the lives miy@odly men, as some would have it,
then this world would became the place of judgmehich it is not intended to be. It still remains
among many persons as a superstition that if ikeae accident and people suffer, there must haee b
some special sin in the victims of the disasterd Aat our Lord has told us that the men upon whioen t
tower of Siloam fell were not sinners above otharg] the Galileans who were slain by Pilate wette no
sinners above other Galileans. | pray you dismims fyour minds the idea that a sudden death issnece
sarily a judgment. Never draw any inference from destruction of a building, or the wreck of a ship
or an explosion, or anything of that nature, atheocharacter of the persons who perish, for if gou
you will be guilty of cruel injustice. What if songgacious man is spared? Ascribe the deliverance to
providence, but do not suppose that those whohpatisvere less gracious than he. You shall find that
men of bad character sometimes escape where satsft to die. Because | said the other day that
providence had saved a certain godly woman, fogeisons drew the inference that | condemned those
who perished. No sentiment could have been furfitten my mind. | ascribe to providence death as
well as life, and draw no inference as to the attaraof the person. What if a man has found a water
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grave in thePrincess AliceDo not therefore imagine that God was angry with,Hor he may now be
in Paradise, and at any rate, the same wreck dadoen with it many of the Lord’s beloved. Now, if
God were to interpose and save His own people wieerteey were in danger, this world would be-
come the place of judicial separation, which ma¢ and is not meant to be. Judgment is reservetthéo
world to come. When Christ shall descend from heawéh a shout and sit upon His great white
throne—then will He separate the tares from theayHsut now they are to grow together. Then will He
put the goats on the left and the sheep on the, fgi for the time present they feed in the sam® p
tures. One event happens to them all, as it hapjetin® fool, so it happens to the wise. This isthe
land of judgment, but of long-suffering, not thaq® where God gives sentence, but where He waits pa
tiently awhile. There is a judgment of nationshistworld, but that of individuals, with rare extieps,

is reserved for the final account.

Beloved, note once again thaGod were to interpose in the case of all calasitit would involve
many evilsFor, observe, if next year the majority of farmst®uld refuse to sow the fields, if over
whole nations the land should be left to produdg areeds, there would be great scarcity of cormp-Su
pose that in such cases God should interpose arse ¢arvests suddenly to grow by miracle, that our
teeming millions might escape starvation. What \ddog the consequence? Why, it would encourage
idleness everywhere. Men would say, “The Lord s good to let us starve, and therefore, we may al-
low the plow to rust, and dance away the hours.’Ult¥dhat be well? Suppose, again, that when a con-
tagious disease comes into a district, the Lorcdaonilously prevented it from being fatal, although t
carelessness of men may have left fever lairsttmgy overcrowded houses enough to pollute thg ver
air. Suppose, | say, that we all neglected sanltamg, and then knew that a merciful God wouldlabt
the poor people die of fever, or of cholera? THenfilthiness of our cities would increase till yhige-
came huge dunghills and man, who is great enoughatgolluting rivers and defiling God’s earth in
every imaginable way, would go on to turn the whedeth into one monstrous globe of rottenness. But
now even pests and plagues and fevers have thed gide, they are watchmen to sound an alarm,
prophets to give us warning. They arouse man tooder the laws of his being, and thus they benefit
the race. Suppose again, that whenever theraksldnbod of there being an accident, God wereetads
an angel at once to interpose, and avert the ollisr the wreck. What would happen? Why then, of
course, every railway and steamboat company mighingor accidents in any quantity, seeing they
would be harmless, and might even become attraclivere would be no reason for keeping a watch at
the ship’s bow and no necessity for brakes or $sgfidere would be no longer any need to be careful
about human life, but we might each one be as esskhds he pleased, and gratify himself with experi-
ments which could not end fatally. Such a statthimigs would destroy many of the virtues, and rende
many vices harmless. | cannot suppose a world aggaiupon such a system. | can imagine God divine-
ly interposing and suspending His own laws now #ah, as pleases Him, for some great purpose of
instruction. But it appears wise and good for alh@erned that, having made man what he is, the-Crea
tor should rather leave him to take the consequehemlating the fixed laws of matter than makesh
laws variable and uncertain.

Again, dear friendsgdivine interpositions of a miraculous sort wouldt e attended with the ad-
vantage to the ungodly which we might supp8seause if there were miracles of mercy on thalbeh
of God’s people to snatch them from a watery gravdérom the devouring element of fire, or from the
deadly consequences of a collision, then we migpéet to have, and naturally should have, miracfes
judgment, too. If you get into the wilderness, andnna falls from heaven, and water leaps from the
rock, remember you have also entered a land wheredrth opens to swallow up Korah, Dathan and
Abiram, and where the very sand breeds fiery sésgersting to death the rebels against God. You ca
not have the mercy-wonder interposing without hguime judgment-wonder side by side with it. And
on the whole it is a more lenient mode of dealingGmd’s part to let sinners alone, and to let orene
happen to all men for a while, because the lonfggnfy of God leads the sinner to repentance, had t
sorrow that falls upon the child of God is blessedim. If all accidental deaths were punishmeitts,
would be a far more terrible state of things thaat tvhich is now before us, and therefore the méaite
best as it is.
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If we had wonders of miraculous deliverance oftefoke us, they would not impress mankind as we
imagine. If God were always suffering the wickeddtown or burn, and always snatching the righteous
from the midst of every danger, men would not tmmkch of it before long. They might be slightly im-
pressed at first, but by-and-by they would hardemrthearts. In Egypt there was light in the housfes
the Israelites when all was dark with the Egyptiaamsl God smote Egypt heavily while He was blessing
Israel. But this fact did not affect Pharaoh, ferdnly hardened his heart the more. When in theel
ness the Israelites, murmuring against God, sawesafitheir companions swallowed up and destroyed,
it very little affected them, for soon after theggan murmuring against Moses, and charged him with
destroying the people of God. All things considertké arrangement is best as it is and the Loravkno
it is so, and therefore, continues the method ttihig physical law take their course, although coma-
ally it may destroy hundreds of lives.

Neither would it be so great a gain to the godly,same imagine, always having their lives spared
in times of dangerWe have to die some day, brothers and sisterswantiave nothing here below
which might make us anxious to postpone the howuofdeparture. It is as well to die one way as an-
other. At least, there is small choice in the modliedeath. If one were asked by what death he shoul
glorify God, he might be long in the choosing, amoluld probably choose that which would be most
painful. Some are afraid to go to sea lest theyikshbe drowned, and yet there is little reasontifier
fear. When a captain was asked whether he wasfraid &0 go to sea he said, “Not at all.” “But your
father was drowned, Captain?” “Yes.” “Your grandiat was drowned?” “Yes.” “Your brothers have
been drowned?” “Yes.” “Are you not afraid to gosea?” “No,” he said, “not at all, for | may ask you
the same question. Your father is dead?” “Yes.” @Mhdid he die?” “In his bed.” “And his father,
where did he die?” “In his bed.” “And his father?h his bed.” “And your brothers, where have they
died?” “In their beds.” “Are you not, then, afraid go to bed?” Certainly we must die somewhere or
other and we shall not die one single minute betbesordained period. | am a sufficient believer in
predestination to feel sure that every bullet hasassignment, and that no death can befall the man
whom God ordains to live. God has appointed aldghiand His people are safe everywhere, whether
they live or die. “Surely there is no enchantmegdiast Jacob, nor divination against Israel.” Thep
ers of darkness cannot harm us though they put fdittheir craft and power. The Lord has declared
that he who has made God his refuge shall abidedilerHis shadow, and therefore we may go where
duty calls us without trembling, and we may die witgod bids our spirit return without the slightest
fear. We ask no immunity from death. Why shouldbgeabsolved from it? It is better to die than v i
full often, inasmuch as it is better to be in heatlgan to remain in banishment below. So theravde
that matter of the non-interposition of God to thwuery briefly of interpositions which do occur.

Il. PROVIDENTIAL INTERPOSITIONS ARE FREQUENT AMONG GOB’'PEOPLE. They can
often say, “He sent from above, He took me, He dnesvout of many waters.” Divine interpositions
come in the way of deliverance from floods of trieultHave you experienced them? How strikingly has
God delivered some of us! What remarkable presensf life have we enjoyed, not miraculous, cer-
tainly, but full of wonder for all that. We have amich reason to praise God for our deliveranceas as
the laws of nature had been suspended, for we Ibeee quite as completely preserved. What helps we
have had in the hour of sorrow, when one afterterour beloved have been taken from us, or when
they have gone to the very edge of the grave, ahdhgve been spared to us. How often have we been
helped in business troubles and saved from impenfdifure or serious loss! In times of slander, whe
our character has been belied, how graciously lwkgBought to light our innocence! | say again, not
by miracle, but yet very marvelously has our Gotivéeed us. In answer to prayer, God works in His
own way for the good of His people without stopporge single wheel of providence. Without violating
one single law of nature, God is able to work thee end as we sometimes wish He would work by a
miracle. He will not quench the violence of thenil® but yet a precious life shall be snatched feom
burning house. He will not prevent the water frorowhing, and yet in how many cases in answer to
prayer have vessels been saved and the lives opresarved by unexpected incidents! He will nopsto
the ordinary run of business, nor alter the wawinch the world goes on, and yet He knows how to
help the poor, to bless the struggling tradesmad ta bring up the righteous from deep distresmiA
acle is a rough procedure after all, if | may dsag so, compared with the Lord’s present methols. T
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grandest achievement of all is for the Lord Goevtawk miraculous results without miracles, to progluc
by common means, in answer to the cry of His sdsydhat which appears to be impossible without a
suspension of natural laws. See how the Lord allahe forces of nature to drive on in their oy
course, and yet the outcome of it all is that Kivant is delivered and His prayers answered.

God does this by varied ways. We have known some lvelve been brought out of deep waters by
having health suddenly restored to them, or byrmathe health of those upon whom their maintenance
depended renewed. This is God’s mercy, and let benpraised for it. Sometimes circumstances have
greatly changed. A man has been going downhilyéars as to his business, but something quite unex-
pected has happened, and he has just as gradsaliyto a position of comfort. My friends, believe
the unexpected. | was about to utter a paradoxsapdexpect the unexpected. Believe that God will do
for you something which you know nothing about. Tleed always has a plan in reserve. You think He
has reached His last, and you will be left to gertsut it is not so. At the right moment He williry
forth some new and surprising stroke of wisdom,chwlile did but postpone to the particular moment so
that when He performs it and draws His servantafudeep waters, the praise and the glory will the
more fully overflow to His name. We have known therd save His servants in the hour of trouble by
touching the hearts of their enemies, those thaé weost unkind and cruel have suddenly become the
most generous and thoughtful. At other times engraye died or have been put to confusion, like the
wicked Haman when he plotted the destruction ofJénes. The Lord has hanged Haman that His cho-
sen might be delivered. Mordecai has gone fronkihg's gate to the king’s house, and Haman has as-
cended from the king’s table to the king's gallowsannot instance all the ways in which the Lord
makes clear the pathway of His people, but thiadvk that often in our lives some of us have had to
pause and sing, “He sent from above, He took mejrel@ me out of many waters.”

Some will not see the hand of God, but | guaragtee brethren, those who have been delivered out
of the deep waters will see it. Their experienaehes them that God is yet among us. Others miay tal
about “laws of nature,” as if God were gone to glaed had left the world wound up like a watch¢o g
without Him, but those who have been in sore dffiic and tribulation, and have been brought out of
will forever bless and extol Him who is a very meshelp in trouble. Yes, my brethren, the way by
which we have come thus far is as full of God &s ¢fty is full of men. There are deserts which fibwat
of man has never trod, but there is no wilderndssrevthe foot of God has not been. What do you say,
my beloved friends, you are not fanatics, neittes the enthusiasm of devotion carried you out af yo
minds, but are you not conscious of distinct prewithl deliverances? “Conscious of them,” you say,
“indeed, if we did not speak of them with joy amérnkfulness, the very stones of the street would cr
out against us for our wicked silence. Many and ynanime has He sent from above and rescued us.
We are like Moses, drawn out of the waters, anel filkn we would be servants of the Lord.”

[II. Now, thirdly, INTERPOSITIONS IN MATTERS OF GRACE ARTHE CHIEF OF ALL. As
best | can | should like to conclude with a few de®upon this subject. God does not, even to save th
souls of His chosen, violate any of His laws. “Huail that sins, it shall die.” “Every transgresssivall
have its just punishment and reward.” Yet the Loolld save His people. How should He make these
two things agree, how should He be just and yejubkgfier of the ungodly? It is in the person afro
blessed Lord Jesus Christ that we see how one davibéen made to counteract and yet to honor anoth-
er, to remove its direful consequence and yet tkemiahonorable. You remember that the law of the
Medes and Persians could not be altered. And thasea law made by Ahasuerus that on a certain day
the people of all countries might gather themsetegether and kill the Jews. Haman had promulgated
this royal edict far and wide, and the king coutt alter it. Mark the wise method by which the ¢rue
law was met. They made another law, which was tt@tJews might defend themselves, might slay
those who tried to kill them, and take all theioperty for a spoil. This met the case, though niated
was revoked. Now God does not and never will alisrlaw that sin must be punished. But forth comes
another law that, inasmuch as the first sin wasroited by a representative man, a representative ma
should be permitted to come in and bear the pemdligh was a consequence of the sin. This has been
done. No law has been broken, and yet God’s masyhhad free course.

Now let us think a minute or two upon this gredvaton and how it is described in the text. “He
sent from above.” Oh, blessed Lord, the whole aman was sinking in the old vessel of the covénan
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of works which had been cut in pieces by the st They were all going dowen masseto destruc-
tion. Then You did send from above. But who wasth# was sent? Not the brightest of the cherubim
nor the chief of the angelic band, but HE came niessenger of the covenant, whom we delight in, the
Son of God, the only-begotten of the Most High, bnghtness of His Father’s glory. He was the Messi
ah, the sent one, and He descended from aboveédehatight work out our redemption. Brethren, let
your hearts leap for joy as you behold the mesgeoigthe covenant of grace, even Jesus Christ, the
adorable and ever-blessed Son of the Highest.

Now, note the next word, “He took me.” When we hast all hold on God, then did this blessed
messenger take hold on us. He accepted us asttier’Baift to Him, and accepted a charge as teatgr
Shepherd of the sheep, that He would keep andmpeeigose whom His Father gave Him, though they
were ready to perish. Then what a hold He tooksrHe took not up angels, but He took up the séed o
Abraham, by becoming a man. Baby in Bethlehem,riabat Nazareth, suffering man at Gethsemane,
You have taken indeed a hold on us, such as Youdwaat relax in life or death. “The Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us,” and so being sent fbove He took hold upon us.

Then what a wondroudrawing took place after that grip had once been givendksv us out of
many waters, entering into them Himself, plungintpithe rivers of grief and infirmity, and thenant
the waters of the curse, being “made a curse fdrdescending deep, as it were, into the very depth
hell to bring up the Lord’s jewels, that they midpet delivered from the pit. Oh, the matchlessnigftup
which He gave to us when He drew us out of manyesaby His own suffering life and agonizing
death. Fix your eyes, brethren, upon the work suideSee the human race all sinking. Behold how
hopeless and helpless it is and see Him descendailging the waters, snatching with His own right
hand sinking men and women from the billows of degion, and landing them on the Rock of Ages,
putting a new song into their mouths. As you féelttyou are partakers of this deliverance, let eash
of you say, “He sent from above, He took me, Hevdree out of many waters.”

This was the great deed itself, but, just a minugsk you to remember the application of it to ryou
own experience. Do you remember when you felt éterg sinking beneath you? My own self-wreck
will help me to describe your experience. | hadeshon gallantly in the good vessel of my own works
hearing music, and full of delight, never dreamafiglanger. But suddenly the law of God came along,
moving unswervingly in its terrible course, andut into the vessel of my works, as though it hadrb
vanity itself. Down it began to sink and | with itlooked around for something | could lay hold apo
but nothing availed. The priest was there and effane his inventions, but | knew him of old, an@wkn
that he would sink as well as I. What, then, cdwéddo for me? Ceremonies were there, but | knetv tha
they prove bubbles to a man who trusts in them.gdayd salvation by self-mortification were therada
the like, but they clearly could not bear the weighsuch a sinner as | was. | sank, | sank. Nat ha
will or wish to be saved, nor did | struggle foieli Yet Jesus came, whose will of grace precedes ou
will, whose purpose of love outruns our desire dalvation. “He took me.” Well do | remember His
grasp. He took me and made me more conscious afamger than | had been before. He took me, by
His Holy Spirit, and | knew that He had taken nua, ifbegan to feel His grip tightening upon me. He
drew me gradually to look at Him, to trust Him, aadleave myself and all my hopes entirely in His
hands. Then He drew me right out of the many watadsmade my heart sing for joy. Do you not re-
member the time with yourself? As you look with wden upon some friend who has been rescued from
the great calamity of this week, | want you to fidelt you may look with equal wonder upon yourself,
for you have experienced a greater rescue. You beee delivered from sinking into the pit that has
bottom, a sinking down in sin and into the loweptths of corruption. He came from heaven, He took
you, He drew you out of many waters, thereforegaraind bless His name. You were too anxious to
hope, and yet He taught you to hope in His merau Were too despairing to struggle, but He made
you exercise holy violence to enter the kingdomu Yeere too weary and despondent to trust, but He
led you to faith. His divine Spirit worked all yoworks in you, and here you are, sitting in thisi$® of
prayer this morning to say, “He has delivered myl fmm death, my eyes from tears, and my feet from
falling.”

Now, | should not wonder if since then you haverbpeetty nearly shipwrecked as to your spiritual
hopes, and have a second and a third time beenecs¥ou have begun to grow somewhat cold, and
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you have wandered from the Lord, and you have thexedreaded the total destruction of all true rel
gion within your spirit. Then you have cried outfear, “I have been a hypocrite or a mere formalist
and shall perish after all.” But when you were retmlgive all up under the temptation of the powars
darkness, the Lord has again restored you. HasoHgsemt from above and taken you out of the deép ye
again? Yes, blessed be His name, He has soughangied you back to His ways. If | address a back-
slider who feels as if he were sinking deeper agepdr, | would pray for him that he may yet know
how Christ can save a sinking Peter and bring awany Jonah to the shore again.

Last of all, we shall soon come into the many wsatdrdeath, sooner, perhaps, than we think. To
some, the stream of death is very shallow. We lkaesvn certain of the saints go over dry-shod, sing-
ing all the way. They can hardly have been conscafudeath, nor have known when they were last on
earth and when they were first in heaven. But theeeothers who have to cross Jordan at a time when
overflows its banks, and like Christian in the g?iln’s Progress,” they are up to their necks in the
stream, and need words of comfort. You remember twevsaid, “Fear not, brother, | feel the bottom
and it is good”? There is a rocky bottom all theyveross. No slippery sand nor sucking mud, but
sound rock from shore to shore, and however despiitis never so deep as to drown a believenjseh
nor destroy his soul. Yet | can imagine the bestadfts to be flooded with many troubles in thest|
hours—physical weakness, depression of spirit, tatigms of Satan, family difficulties, all increate
swellings of Jordan. Do you know what will happeéte will send from above, He will take you and He
will draw you out of many waters, and you shalerts glory. What a heaven of heavens above others
will you feel when you go right up from the deptbsthe heights! To leap right away frdiaske profun-
dis,” to, “in excelsis,” from the death-sweat and the expiring faintnesheoecstasy and the ineffable
glory, how transcendent the bliss! What an exchangdl be, brethren, for those who have grown old
and decrepit, or for those who could scarcely senea word to testify their dying faith, to findetm-
selves all of a sudden, rid of every ache and aid,all their withering flesh, and to be disemleddn
perfect liberty, charmed with the beatific visiohtbeir Lord, from whom they are never to part agai
Why, | think we might almost choose the death-roathe two. Some are very fond of expecting that
their Lord will surely come in time to prevent thelying. Ah well, you may be very thankful if it pa
pens, but | do not think it is the way | shall gor can | say that | envy you the prospect in whjoh
delight. In heaven you will come to us who die as#t us—*“What was it to fall asleep in Jesus? What
was the feeling of putting off the body? What whs joy of being made like our Covenant Head in
death?” | do not say that you will regret that yaid not descend into the tomb, but of this | amesur
none of us who shall sleep will think that you lzexy preference over us—

“Where should the dying members rest,

But with their dying Head?”
If the Master went that way, descending into theukeher, and so up by the hill of resurrectionhe t
golden gate, we will not even envy Enoch and Elijilough they were permitted to take the reserved
route and enter the city by the rear gate. It Sbaldll well with us if we are resting in Jesus, dthe
last He will send from above and take us, and duawout of many waters. To His name be praises.
Amen.
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