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A SERMON
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchaman, seeking good pearls:
Who, when he had found one pearl of great price,nivand sold all that he had, and bought it.”
Matthew 13:45, 46.

A MERCHANT endeavors to trade so as to make a préfhether he deals in pearls or in grain, he
does not hope to obtain riches by labor. He le@lvaisto those who eat their bread in the sweahe@if t
face. He tries to get his by the sweat of his brkia is dependent not so much upon labor as upon
knowledge, upon skill, upon the advantage whiclesop acquaintance with the article which he deals
in gives him. Now, this merchant is, at the verynceencement, in some measure, a picture of the seek-
er after Christ. Christ and His salvation are wobé¢ earned. They are not to be procured as thé ofs
labor. Christ is to be had by knowledge. What ghgsScripture? “By his knowledge shall My righteous
servant justify many,” that is, through their knogiChrist they become justified. This is, indeed, a
other way of putting the system of salvation whiktated thus, “How shall | hear without a prea@he
The work begins with hearing the preacher, and thgaes on to believing what you hear, and through
believing you are saved. This is virtually knowledgthe knowledge communicated by God’s messen-
ger or by God’'s Word—the knowledge heard, the kieolgé believed. So men come to the knowledge
of Him whom to know is life eternal, for when a mlamows Christ and understands Him so that he
gives his heart to Him, then is he saved. Inasmilgm, as the merchant seeks his advantage byi@uper
knowledge, he becomes a type of the man who geé&isarough obtaining the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

| shall not, however, enlarge upon this analogy,draceed at once to speak of the merchant in this
parable, for here we have a fit emblem of many Valyohold on Christ and find Him to be their all in
all. Let us watch this merchant while he is doiagrfthings. Firstseeking, thenfinding, thenselling and
fourthly, buying again.

l. First, then, we shall WATCH HIM WHILE HE IS SEEKINGThe kingdom of heaven is like un-
to a merchant man seeking good pearls.” It is gffefrom the man we read of just now who, by acci-
dent, discovered a treasure while he was in the. fige was looking for something else and came upon
the treasure. That is the man whom God, in infisgeereignty, saves, though He was heretofore-indif
ferent and careless. This is a person of a nobkeride is of a higher grade of mind—of altogetter
ferent mental constitution. He is seeking good Iseasomething good, not exactly seeking the one
pearl of great price, for at first he does not kralvout it. But, still, he is seeking pearls andchenes
upon one pearl in consequence of his seeking.

Now, notice about him, as a seeker, thathas his mind awakened and engaged. He is thinking
about something—thinking about pearls. His hearbdgsupied with his business. His energies are
thrown into it. All his thoughts are in the direanti of precious stones. Oh that we could wake meto up
exercise the faculty of thinking, and then to diréa regulate and to control their thoughts! Buhking
IS an occupation that a great many persons altegeiklike. They are frivolous. We cannot get them
think about anything. Why is it that people arepsssionately fond of reading novels and so seldom
read the true histories which are quite as intergstnd far more capable of affording pleasure fzens
time? It is because the minds of men are frivoléusidle tale—a silly story of a love-sick maid—Wil
engross them by the hour together. But anythingishsolid and worth the knowing seems to have kmal
charm for their shallow brains. Many minds never @ethe wing at all. Many men work so hard with
their hands and suffer such fatigue from bodilyolathat they are scarcely able to think much. While
there are others who dissipate their time and coegheir lives in idleness till they are utterlygguali-
fied for any vigorous thought. They are lazy anehgish. They have dry rot in their very souls. Thei
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brains do not work. They seem to live in one ewting lethargy and daydream. Oh that men were wise,
that they were thoughtful! Happy was the preachieo wnew that he was addressing himself to a thor-
oughly intelligent, thoughtful congregation. We Wawexpect, then, that the handfuls of good seed
would drop into the furrows readily and bring fodh abundant harvest. This merchant’s mind was
awakened. He had something before him.

Equally evident is it thate had a fixed definite objective. He had given himself to pearl hunting and
pearl hunting was to be the one objective of lies If you had met him and said, “What are you seek
ing?” He would have answered in a moment, “I ankisgegood pearls. Have you any to sell me?” He
would have been sure to have the answer readyni. Bt ask many a man whom you meet with, “Sir,
what are you living for?” he would, perhaps, taluywhat his trade or what his profession mightBas.
if you pressed him with the question, “What is yowain objective in life?” he would not like to sthat
he was living only to enjoy himself—seeking his opleasure. He would hardly like to say that he was
living to grasp and grab and get a fortune. He @dardly know how to answer you. Many young men
are in this condition. They don’t have a definitgextive. Now, you will not make a good captaiyaiu
do not know the port you are sailing for. You wilbake a poor life of it, young man, if you go outaas
apprentice and then afterwards as a master wittefinite aim and end. Say to yourself, “I can oinrg
for two things. | can live for God, or | can liverfthe devil. Which now am | going to do?” Get your
mind well fixed and firmly resolved as to whichsitall be. | will put it to you as boldly and balchg
even Elijah did when he said, “If Baal is God, sehim, but if Jehovah is God, serve Him.” If the
world, if the flesh, if the devil are worth servingo follow the career of a sensualist, and say itha
so. Let yourself know what you are at, but if Geavorth serving and your soul worth the savingfayo
that. But do not sneak through this world reallglseg yourself, and yet not having the courageatp s
to yourself, “Self, you are living for yourself.”d¥e a definite and distinct objective, or else ywaital
energies will be wasted and your most industricsdvill be recklessly squandered.

This merchant, in the next place, hadobjective which was not at all commonplace. Other people
might go in for bricks and stones, or for grainfartimber. He went in for pearls. He was a mentha
seeking pearls and those, the best he could fieddit not go in for common sea pearls, or pearth su
as you may get in a Scotch river, but he went irgfod pearls. He took a high aim, as far as thatdf
action was concerned. He went into a fine businessuld to God that many who have not found
Christ, nevertheless had sufficient common sensgnided over with grace, to say, “I will go in for
something good. My life shall not be a lowly ore”

“Lives of great men all remind us

We may make our lives sublime.”
It portends well for a young man when he has suchspiration as this within him, “My life, too, dha
be sublime. I will not seek mean or menial objecttsill not cultivate any depraved or groveling tees
| will seek something that | can commend to my awnscience—something that will bear reflection
when | come to die—something that will carry therlshg mark, when | have to value it in another
world.” O young Merchant, if you are about to starbusiness, | recommend this business of seeking
good pearls. Seek truth, seek honor, seek temperarek peace, seek love, and seek that which will
make you good and true and right. | will tell yaans, where you may find these, but for the pregent
may suffice me to teach a laudable ambition forging that is honest and of good repute, andaan e
ger desire with your heart for that which your aciasce commends.

The merchant went to seek pearls dedsought them with diligence. The merchant was seeking
good pearls. He did not open a shop and say, “Pbatlght here if anybody likes to bring them,” bat
went forth in quest of them. How far he traveledl not know, but the oriental trader frequently goe
immense distances. You may meet a Nijni-Novgomnodhe south of Russia, with traders who have been
all round the globe seeking what they want—men wbmot always travel by railway, but who will
walk any distance to obtain the very article onahkhihey have set their minds, and in which they.dea
Distance seems, with them to be no object. Ah,wahen a man has got a noble objective before him,
and says, “Before | die, | will accomplish someththat shall be right and true and beneficial tofely
low men,” he will face hardships that would baffiis fellows. | pray God that he may have the perse-
verance to carry that out and that he may sayh#set anything right to be learned? | will learnlet; it
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cost me what it may of care and toil, of heada@mesheartaches, of buying experience and burnimg th
midnight oil. If there is anything to be done tlimtgood and true, | will do it at any hazard, foarh
seeking good pearls.”

And as the merchant was seeking, so he wgag) discrimination at the same time. When we are
very diligent and full of desire, we are in imminetanger of being easily deceived, but this mak-see
ing good pearls was not like a lady unacquaintetth e nature of pearls, but he was a merchant who
knew a pearl when he saw it. He knew the charaaftgrearls and the value of pearls. He could tell
which were cloudy and which had a soft radiancewanidh were of the first water. Indeed, he could te
a genuine pearl from an imitation one. He was achaart seeking good pearls. Yes, dear friend, and |
pray God that if He put into the heart of any bestbr sister here to live for the right and for thee,

He would give you great discrimination, for theme anany shams in the world and you may readily
grasp that which appears to be substantial goodaadsit may turn out to be a shadow. Seek not only
pearls, but seek good pearls. Go in for the go@s, ¥ast your soul about to find the best.

Evidently this merchantvent into the business with comparatively moderate expectations. He was
seeking pearls. They must be of a tolerable sizepame. He evidently expected to buy a good many of
them. It was what he was seeking, seeking goodrfge@n the plural). He had not reckoned that he
should be fortunate enough to light upon one hugelghat should be worth an emperor’s ransom. That
he had not looked for, though he did feel a dakia¢ way. If anybody had said, “Would you like tod
a big pearl?” he would have said, “That | wouldjnitely better than to find a number of little ané
He hardly hoped for it, and therefore, he did resksit, but still, he was ready enough to havé i i
came his way. And so, my dear friends, | am spepkina class of persons—and | hope there may be
representatives of them here—who want everythiey ttan get that is good and true. You need to be
temperate in all things. You need to have an umshitharacter. | remember that was my own desire,
when first | thought of the life that lay beyond .niBefore | knew the Lord | used to think, “O that |
might be kept from dishonesty, that | might be preed from falsehood, that | might be kept from a
malicious spirit, that | might be right-hearted ange.” Those were the pearls that | wanted. |t
know just then, that | could find something thatulebinclude all these minor pearls and a good deal
more. Still, it is well when such a desire as filsain the heart, especially of any young man. Ihwis
were in the heart of the old, if up till now thege never found the pearl of great price.

Thus have | shown you the man while he is seeKkimgpnder whether he has come in here tonight
and is sitting among this assembly. Perhaps ibisanman at all, but a woman, a merchant womany The
can do trading well. Lydia, that seller of purpheas, no doubt, an admirable tradeswoman, and in the
divine trade of which we are now speaking thereadifference. Well, you do not know the Lord yet,
dear friends, but you do need to seek everythiagishexcellent. So far so good.

Il. Let us go a stage farther, then, and look at tras’'snFINDING. He was buying pearls every-
where. Where he went he asked people if they hagearls. He went down back streets, into the slums
of big cities and searched out the Jews in thodedays, living in the dirtiest corners of the cibye
wanted to know whether they had any pearls. It peggls in the morning, pearls at mid-day, and gearl
at night. If under his window at night anybody laid, “Pearls!” he would have been downstairsnn a
instant to get them. He was hard after pearls antleame to pass that he lit upon a pearl thatéwer
hoped to see. It was more than he expected. Algyl §od that some here, whose hearts are honestly
seeking after that which is right, may find Christjo has in Him more of the spirit of temperanqge, u
rightness, truth and philanthropy than will be fduanywhere else. Oh, that they might find Him vi$ho
the truth and whose doctrine is perfect holiness ererlasting life. It will be more than they ewet-
pected to find, but when they do find it, how gtady will be.

Certainly this man was in the way of finding a fipearl if anybody was. He was seekigapd
pearls, notthe one pearl, but he was in the pearl line and so helikaly to discover the best pearl if
anybody discovered it. “Being in the way, the Laondt with Him,” says one of old. Oh, if you have de-
sires after that which is right and true and gdaddjst that the Lord Jesus will manifest Himselfybu
and that you will say, “This is the very thing lugit for. | have longed and pined after it and hieie”

This find was to this merchaatremarkable one. He did not find good pearls, he found what was
much better, one pearl. And to him that one peamtained all the little pearls that he had befaerb
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seeking after. Tell it and let all men know it, ttladl that is good beneath the moon—all that ig il
that is right, all that is loving, all that is paithropic, all that is of good report, commenddaiséore
God and praiseworthy among men, is to be foundhéntéaching of the Lord Jesus Christ, and will be
given to us and worked in us when we submit ouesete Him and make Him our all in all. He, who is
a Christian, if he is perfectly a Christian, halsgalod things in one. If there is anything thatasbe
praised and extolled by philosopher or sage, yall §ihd it in the example of the Master, and Hél wi
give us grace to exhibit it in ourselves.

So this marfound all in one. What the value of that pearl was | do not knowe €stimate of its val-
ue is not given. We only know that he thought irtivaall that he had, and he went away and sold all
that he had that he might buy it. And he evidethilyught it worth all the other pearls he had ewsrb
seeking for, because if he spent his all upondhatpearl it would be clear that he must have ataed
from that time the searching after smaller peanlseshe had no capital left. But he thought the joea|
of more account than all other pearls and worthertban all he had. Yes, | guarantee you that he
thought it worth a great deal more than all thapbssessed. He would not have sold all that herhad
stock to buy it if he had not the notion that itss@orth ten times the price then, and that whehduk
paid for it he should have made his fortune andighbe rich beyond a miser’s dream, for that is how
traders in such things are sure to fetch their dasg Well, when a man finds Christ | cannot teluy
how much he values Him, but, this | know, the entuorld besides seems nothing to a Christian when
he has once found His Lord and Master. “Oh whathast| have!” he says. But he cannot tell how
dear—how inconceivably precious—the Christ of Getbihis soul.

Concerning this find we must mark next, that thenptaaving found it, wasesolved that he would
have it. Having found a pearl of great price, he did notsgiog@ whether he should buy it or not. If he
had not gone out honestly to seek pearls, he waave objected to the price, but being intent upod-f
ing pearls, he no sooner found this than he saitust have that. | can let the little pearls ggat like,
but | must have that.” And it is a grand thing whibka Lord brings the human mind to this. “I sed tha
Christ there is everything | want—pardon for my, sitteansing for my nature, grace to maintain my
character and to make me perfectly fit for heavdrere is all in Christ that | need and | must hea.
| must have Him. It comes to this—at any price—whatevenay cost me, | must and | will have Him.”

Now, although the parable does not say it in soynveords, it is perfectly clear that the person with
whom he was dealing was willing to sell. When hd faund a pearl of great price, he bought it, which
he could not have done if the other had not beadyréo sell it. Albeit the Lord in His mercy, doest
sell His grace, but gives it freely, the mannewimch He disposes of it is here described undefithe
ure of selling. If you want Christ, you may haverHlif you are willing to come to the terms whichdso
lays down. Of this I shall have to speak preseiitlyou desire this pearl of great price, ther@adsrea-
son in the world why that pearl should not be ydorsght. If now you have found Him, who is “the
chief among ten thousand” and “altogether lovebnitl you value Him so that you cannot be happy
without Him, He will become at once your portiof).Having heard of Christ, your desire is towardnHi
as all your soul can need and you are ready to“sayill not leave this house of prayer till Chrigt
mine,” there is no obstacle to your possessingghieless gift. Yes, God, even the Father, isingll
that you should have His only begotten Son to he pearl from now on and forevermore.

Ill. Having thus described the seeker and describedirtder, we must go on to describe him
SELLING. He sold all that he had. It had taken linong time to get it together and | have no dohét,
had much pleasure in the accumulation. But now dge dreat pleasure in selling. “Buy my farm,” he
says to one man. “Come, buy it.” “I don’t know thatant to buy farms,” says the other. “It is noigpi
It is nothing.” “Nevertheless, let us come to tertheeed money and | must have money.” And away
went the furniture in the house, one article afteother. They must all go. Clear them all out. Wes a
rapid sale. He must have money. They must go; &veagymust go for that pearl. Though he did ndt tel
anybody his motive, that pearl was on his brain @méhis heart, and all must go. He is gladder taige
of his possessions than ever he was to obtain tAgray they shall go at the best price they wilkctet
but go they must, for he must have the pearl. Wal, Jesus Christ is to be had, but there is a ge=d
that a man must give up if he is ever to call Ghris own.
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“What, then,” says one, “what am | to give up?” Wlere must be a selling off tonight of a whole
mass ofold prejudices. Sometimes when the truth as it is in Jesus, camasman’s mind, he repels it
because it is so different from what he has leamest since he was a child. And the notion is yoat
had better follow the religion of your parents.ybu had been an African bushman, you would have
worshipped an idol. If you had been born in Hindastyou must have worshipped Juggernaut, accord-
ing to that theory. But it is a great mercy wheman says, “Now, | understand that Jesus, the Son of
God, has died in the place of sinners that believgim and | am simply to believe in Him and | dhal
be saved. On my believing | shall receive a newneaand be born again by the Holy Spirit, and from
that time on | shall become the disciple and thease of Christ. Now,” says the man, “I will do It.is
contrary to what | have always been told. | havenbled to think that it was my good works which
would save me. | have heard that the grace wdseisdcraments, but at last | perceive that Godhésac
in His Word that salvation is by faith in Jesus i€hrand | will have it. | will sell my prejudice&way
they shall go.”

Next to that you must sell offour righteousness. It will not fetch much, but | daresay you thirikg
a fine thing. Up to now you have been very good ymuat own esteem of yourself is that as far as the
commandments—"All these have | kept from my youph”And what with a good deal of church go-
ing, or attendance at the meeting house and ax&a prayers on Christmas and Good Friday, and just
a little dose of sacraments, you feel yourselfolertably good shape. Now, friend, that old motherat
righteousness of yours that you are so proud af, mast sell off and get rid of it, for no man cam b
saved by the righteousness of Christ while he anystrust in his own. Sell it all, every rag ofAnd if
nobody will buy it, at any rate you must part withAssuredly it is not worth putting among theHiest
of rags, for it is worse than they are.

And everything else that you have up to now, thodigho boast of—come; you must get rid of it.
You know so much. Well, you had better sell off wigau know, for unless a man become as a little
child he cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. Ya&usmmebodyyou fancy you are not cast in a com-
mon mold, for you have a great strength of will @ad force your way to heaven. You will have to get
rid of that little conceit, for that strength ofwys will be your weakness. It is only when we aesakin
ourselves that we can ever be strong in Christ. yae content to do so? Will you sell off all thedol
prejudices and all the old righteousnesses? Ggmigg, gone! Will you let them go, or have you got
reserve price? Let them go; for they are drossdamd), and the sooner they are gone the bettethéor
you can buy the pearl, but not till then.

Yes, and there are some men that will have to gpra good deal of what they call pleasweful
pleasure. No pleasure which is honest, which is really bexafto us, need ever be denied to us—

“Religion never was designed

To make our pleasures less.”
It makes them vastly more. But any pleasure thabrsaof sin is to be done away with. Come, can you
sell all that? That mixing in loose company, anythapproaching to lewdness, anything that has to do
with the gratification of the vile passions of tihesh—come, for Christ’s sake, can you give it \géll,
if you cannot, of course you cannot have the pdaybu must have the world you cannot have ChHst.
you can find pleasure in the haunts of sin, youddrgour father the devil, and you do his workst Bu
come out from it. Give it all up. Cast it behinduydhese things must be sold off if we are to hinee
pearl.

And then, sometimes, in some cases, men have eougira good deal of the honors and the satisfac-
tion of life that arise from the esteem of thelide creatures. Has it come to this, “If | becom€laris-
tian they will ridicule me”? Well now, can you nptit up with a little disgrace for Christ? “But ifaim
an earnest Christian, then | shall have to encowatitsorts of slander.” Be it so, and can you gige up
the applause of men for the sake of Christ? Comddetrthe dogs tear your character to shreds ag lon
as you are right before Him and your motive is ptwees, but | know what it is. | shall get the cold
shoulder in society if | become a thoroughly eatrr@sristian. There is Lady So-and-so, for whom |
have very great respect, whose good opinion | waoldforfeit on any account, and she would not rec-
ognize me any more.” Very well, can you put the {gHot of it into the scale and say, “I sell it alff,
let it all go that | may have the Pearl”? That nenot worthy of Christ who would be ashamed tmdta
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in the stocks with Him, or go with Him to prisoncato death. We must so love Him that we count re-
proach for His sake to be honor, even as Mosesteduhe reproach of Christ greater riches thathall
treasures of Egypt.

“Well, you have taken enough, surely.” Yes, bustpearl hunter sold all that he had, and you have
got a little left. You have got some prospectsidéi become a Christian your old uncle will cut yeut
of his will. You know very well that if you shallogto hear the gospel at such-and-such a placerngou a
very likely to be fired from your employment. “Bute must live,” says somebody. This is not at all
clear to my mind. | know that we must die, but@s‘tust live” | do not feel quite so certain abdlt.

It is infinitely better to die than ever to do aldonorable thing. If Jesus Christ is our Masterpwist be
content to let the fairest prospect go and allghithat seem to encourage our success in thisilit be
secondary in our account. We must seek first thgdom of God and His righteousness. Yes and some-
times love that has been longed for must go foisthrsake. Company that has been delightful mast b
forsaken for Christ’'s sake. And if all this is domyet it is still not enough. He that has Christstngive
himself and all that he has. | should doubt whetheere a follower of Christ if | had not in my wer
soul given up to Him all that | am and all thatavie, to be forever His. He has bought us with eepri
and it is not right for us to give him one arm, @ye, one foot and half a heart. He that is a @hes-

tian is a Christian through and through. Whatewwepbssesses of talent, whatever of substance hg own
he looks upon nothing as being his own, but abelthnging to his Master, and he is prepared tcaillse
for his Master’s glory and to part with all if sowere necessary for the maintenance of his Master’
kingdom. The merchant sold all that he had.

| think | see you draw back. “This—this is too hartine.” Very well, if you do not want to buy the
pearl, you see—that is to say, if you do not waniiake your fortune—for the buying of the pearl was
the making of the merchant’s fortune—if you do tiohk the pearl is worth it, pray do not have itisl
not possible to estimate the intrinsic value, & worth of Christ. We do not cast pearls befovine.

If you do not want Him, there are plenty who do. ié&d not come begging of you that you will be His
customer. God forbid you should refuse, but if ylmunot want Him, then say so. Only do say it, and
definitely and distinctly say it, “I will have natig to do with Him.”

But this man went and sold all that he had. Iyeli he was glad to sell it. He counted that the man
who bought his farm was doing him a favor. “Takélie said, “there, | will let you have it underqe
if you will only let me have the money. | so muchmnwto get money.” No, but he did not dare tell him
such, for fear he should go and raise the priceijrbhis heart, “I do so much want to get that pahaat
| really would be obliged to anybody who will takeat stock off my hands.” So if you really want
Christ, instead of needing Him to urge you to dsspof these poor effects which | have described, yo
will be eager to be rid of them that Christ mayybers. May the Spirit of God work in you such ahig
resolve.

IV. Now, the last thing is THE BUYING. He had sold @lat he had and then he pays the shekels
over—pays them over that he may have the pearlhargkts the pearl. It was a considerate purchase—
a deliberate bargain. He did not see the pearltlaenl in a hurry go and sell his goods and guetiseat
value of it. No, but he had looked at it, for hesweaseeker of pearls. He knew a pearl when hetsaw i
though | dare say he did not tell the seller aditthe had seen in it. He said to himself, “Tha ison-
derful pearl. If | can get the money—my little dtowon’t fetch above 500 pounds—»but if | can get it
for that, | am a made man.” And so he thought &ro#t did not need much thinking over. Oh, if allso
did but know Christ, he would not think twice beddre would have Him. If men were not such fools—
if they had but light from heaven to see the vatieny Lord and Master, instead of our standing here
and having to beg and persuade and find out newlsmair commendation, | think they would only say,
“Tell us about Him. We will have Him. What does Hgk of us? What can we do for Him? What can
we submit to so long as we may but make sure of Wi forgives all sin, who gives immediate and
perfect salvation to all who trust Him? So longreesmay have the Christ of whom it is written, ‘Hiat
believes in Him has everlasting life,” we shalldmntent.” It was a well considered purchase.

And it was anmmediate purchase. He did not go home and say, “I shall think abdis.t No, but
he knew that pearl and he said, “If | let that sippugh my fingers | shall never see the likeg afjain.

If anybody else gets that bargain, then | shallehagt the one opportunity of my life.” And so heed
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but take time enough to go and sell his farm ardittie land he had and the little property he.hdd
was back quickly with his money, only afraid som&§pmight have slipped in between and offered an-
other thousand or two more than he was able te,rarsd that he might lose the pearl. So, deardsen
he that comes to Christ aright may well delibeateut it, but the end of his deliberation oughb&
very speedy. “If He is to be had, let me have Hh, if | can know my sins forgiven, let me know it.
Oh, if by any means | can have peace with God—e#iri become a child of God and an heir of heav-
en—if my eternal happiness can be secured, oft,detsecured! How is it done? Come, tell me akeonc

| wish not to leave my seat till | have found thdtich you speak of.” It was a deliberate bargain—an
immediate bargain.

And then it was goyful one. | am sure his eyes twinkled as he paid over lasey. | should like to
have a picture of his face, when at last he hachgopearl. Now, that which he had been all over th
world for, he had got, only something a great dedler. He got his pearl and | dare say, he wadyrea
jump for joy to think that he had got ready witls money. Ah, when a soul gets Christ it is—

“Happy day, happy day,

For He has washed my sins away.”
It is the beginning of delight to a soul when ha say, “Jesus is mine. | know He is. Grace hasledab
me to lay hold upon Him.”

And oh, what arenriching purchase it was which the man had made. When he had onté¢hgo
pearl, instead of his property, he thought to himsé/hy, | have got a hundred times more property
now than | had. Though I have given up that bitaot, | can buy half a province now if | like withis
pearl which | have obtained. So, brothers andrsisieyou have ever given up anything for Chrisam
sure that the Lord Jesus Christ has made you vepjearewards. Some years ago a person rather eccen-
trically advertised for persons who had been lobgrsbedience to the divine command—that if anyone
who had lost anything through love to Christ woafiply to him, he would make it up. The odd adver-
tisement appeared for some months in one of oigioak periodicals. But the oddest thing is that no
body ever answered it. | would have thought thatedmody would have tried and made up a case, but
nobody did. They cannot make up such a case—tlega@tosers by Christ. “But,” say some, “the mar-
tyrs were, were they not?” Well, they are up thask them. They will tell you as you look at thenthw
their ruby crowns, all brilliant in the light of @pas they stand

“Fairest of the sons light,

Midst the bright ones, doubly bright,”
that they counted it their honor that they showddpbrmitted to lay down their lives for Jesus’ saBh,
there is no losing when you deal with Him. You wilbke 500 per cent over this exchange, be sure of
that. No, it shall be a thousand per cent, for fiNan,” says He, “shall lose house and lands for Bkes
that shall not receive in this world a hundredf@dd in the world to come, life everlasting.”

This was dinal purchase. The merchant, according to the parable, nevett Wweying pearls any-
more. “No,” said he, “No. | have bought a pearlgo¢at price and now | will go out of the business.”
And when a man once finds Christ—ah, then he see#ting more. If Jesus Christ is mine, more than
all in Him 1 find. He does not need a secondaryeobjHis desires all stay home and satisfy thenaselv
with the fullness that is in Christ Jesus. He wauit of the pearl-hunting line, for he had foundthi
pearls he should ever need. And it vagsurchase he never regretted. The parable does not say that he
came back to the seller and said, “There, take pearl, and let me have my house and lands back.”
No, it was done. The great transaction was donend¥er wished to have it undone. With his pearl of
immense worth, he was a rich man, worthy to beritra of princes, and he felt that it was enough, O
blessed are they who can say, “It is enough,” amdrejoice and bless and magnify the Lord—

“Now rest, my long-divided heart!

Fixed on this blissful center, rest!

With ashes who would grudge to part,
When called on angels’ bread to feast?”

Let me, however, just put in one word of cautioakd care, dear merchant brothers, that when you
buy a pearl, you buy a good one—that it is the Ipgfagreat price, because | have known noble spirit
whom | have admired and felt ready to weep oven that have been heroic in the pursuit of that Wwhic
seemed to them perfectly true and have made disaani all that they had for it, and yet they have
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been deceived. They have grasped antichrist ingte&thrist, and welcomed the lie of hell which came
to them in the garb of the angel of light. Mind,nehithat you get Christ and His truth as you fince#
vealed in Scripture and revealed a second timeour ywn heart by the Holy Spirit, for whatever is
short of Christ will prove a cheat and deceive y®ame years ago one of the largest pearls evedfoun
passed into the hands of a Russian. It was a eegg Ipearl, indeed—as large as an egg and of a pear
shape. He purchased it, the party who had it bigingrant of its value. He was a man of substancke an
he kept it and prepared a house which, though sparghe exterior, was sumptuously furnished within
And he would take his guests into an inner chamigech, when it was unlocked, contained a table of
marble in the center of which was a box which labted unlocked with several keys and the reading of
an alphabet, and so forth, and at last he prodtigegearl. He was very reluctant of ever pernuttin

to depart from his hand, for it was of immense gallhe Emperor of Russia bid an enormous price for
it and promised him honor and rank, but he wouldpaot with it. It happened however, that the pesse
sor of this pearl was implicated—whether truthfublly not, | cannot tell—in a conspiracy and had to
leave his home at St. Petersburg. He took with matiing but his pearl and came to Paris sufficientl
rich in the possession of that pearl. On a cedaiyy the Duke of Brunswick, who was his only rival
such matters, came with some others to see thé péarowner unlocked it with great care and much
deliberation. And when he had opened it, he wagreksd to turn suddenly pale. It seemed as if he had
been stricken with death. Unhappy man! His pead $izddenly become clouded, as pearls sometimes
do. It had been taken with some disease which mepjpepearls, if | may so express it. In a shonetit
would turn to powder. It had ceased to be of arlyevavhatever, and he had come down from a million-
aire to a pauper. Yet he had bought a good peaslithstanding. There is only one pearl that near c
be clouded and will last right on throughout etrnand that is the Son of God, “who only has immor
tality.” If you get Him, you have a divine hope whican never fail you. But if your hope is in ptgesr

a hope connected with sacramentarianism, or argr ditbpe but that of which Christ is top and bottom,
beginning and end, you may make what sacrifice wity but your brightest prospects will end in bit-
terest disappointment. May the Lord grant that nofheaus may ever be thus balked of our life-
confidence, that no such blank bewilderment may &ateon our spirits.

“Listen to me, you that follow after righteousnegeu thatseek the Lord.” The voice of Jesus is
heard in this parable of the kingdom describing dimdcting theseekers. Such persons comprise no
small fraction of an assembly like the presentvdiuld indeed be strange if seekers were not always
largely represented here, and in every stage abasxnquiry. | am sure some of you have seen the
pearl you want sparkling before your eyes. | wortdex many of you have resolved to sell all you have
to buy it. But who among you all, have actually make pearl your own and rejoice in its possession?
That such of you will go on your way rejoicing teaes no doubt. But will you not return and giverglo
to God? Shall we not have the happiness of gregtinghere in the fellowship of the kingdom of His
grace? The Lord grant it may be so for Jesus’ saken.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—MATTHEW 13: 24-58.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—434, 657, AND 109,
CHARLESWORTH’'S COLLECTION (“ART THOU WEARY”).

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574_Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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