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“For the love of Christ constrains us; because wait judge,
that if one died for all, then were all dead.”
2 Corinthians 5:14.

THE apostle and his brethren were unselfish inhalt they did. He could say of himself and of his
brethren that when they varied their modes of adiiey always had the same objective in view. They
lived only to promote the cause of Christ and &sblthe souls of men. He says, “Whether we areldesi
ourselves, it is to God: or whether we are solbés, for your cause.” Some may have said that Rasl
too excitable and expressed himself too stronglyelt,” he said, “if it is so, it is to God.” Othersay
have noticed the reasoning faculty to be exceegisigbng in Paul, and may perhaps have thought him
to be too coolly argumentative. “But,” said Paufl We are sober, it is for your cause.”

Viewed from some points the apostle and his coflaisomust have appeared to be raving fanatics,
engaged upon a Quixotic enterprise and almosttifgode, out of their minds. One who had heard the
apostle tell the story of his conversion exclaim®hul, you are beside yourself; much learning does
make you mad,” and no doubt many who saw the samgiiange in his conduct, and knew what he had
given up and what he endured for his new faith, ¢@de to the same conclusion. Paul would not be at
all offended by this judgment, for he would rememttat his Lord and Master had been charged with
madness and that even our Lord’s relatives had $da&lis beside Himself.” To Festus he had replied,
“I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak farghviords of truth and soberness.” And to Corinthian
objectors he gave a still fuller reply. Blessed ey who are charged with being out of their mind
through zeal for the cause of Jesus. They havera than sufficient answer when they can say, “If we
are beside ourselves, it is to God.” It is no umliskhing for madmen to think others mad and nongjea
thing for a mad world to accuse the only morallgesamong men of being fools and lunatics. But wis-
dom is justified of her children. If others assdillae apostle with another charge and insinuatat th
there was a method in his madness, that his bdlingirrgs to all men showed an excess of prudence,
and was no doubt a means to an end, which engassible they hinted at was a desire for power, he
could reply most conclusively, “If we are soberisitfor your cause.” Paul had acted so unselfisidy
he could appeal to the Corinthian church and asktto bear him witness that he sought not theits bu
them. And that if he had judged their disordershvgteat sobriety it was for their cause. Whatewer h
did, or felt, or suffered, or spoke, he had but dasign in it, and that was the glory of God in ples-
fecting of believers and the salvation of sinners.

Every Christian minister ought to be able to use dpostle’s words without the slightest reserve.
Yes, and every Christian should be able to sag#nee—-If | am excited, it is in defense of the truf
| am sober, it is for the maintenance of holindssseem extravagant, it is because the name sisle
stirs my inmost soul. And if | am moderate in gpamd thoughtful in mood, it is that | may in thesest
manner subserve the interests of my Redeemer’'si&@ng God grant that weeping or singing, anxious
or hopeful, victorious or defeated, increasing ecréasing, elevated or depressed we may stillviollo
our one design and devote ourselves to the holgecdday we live to see churches made up of people
who are all set on one thing and may those churghes ministers who are fit to lead such a people b
cause they also, are mastered by the same saaguspuMay the fire which fell of old on Carmellfal
on our altar, whereon lies the sacrifice, wettesteond and a third time from the salt sea of thddyo
until it shall consume the burnt sacrifice andwood, the stones and the dust, and lick up thentiade
is in the trench. Then will all the people seenitldall upon their faces, and cry, “The Lord, HeGsd.

The Lord, He is God.”
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The apostle now goes on to tell us why it was thatwhole conduct of himself and his co-laborers
tended to one end and objective. He says, “The ¢d\&hrist constrains us, because we thus judge, th
if one died for all, then the all died.” | give ybere as exact a translation as | can.

Two things | shall note in the text—firsinder constraintsecondlyunder constraint which his un-
derstanding justified.

I. Our main point will come under the head, “UNDER C®MNRAINT. Here is the apostle, a man
who was born free, a man who beyond all othersyexjohe greatest spiritual liberty, glorying thatik
under constraint. He was under constraint becaggea force held him under its powémhe love of
Christ constrains us.” | suppose “constrains usAbout the best rendering of the passage thad &eul
given, but it might be translated, “restrains.” Toee of Christ restrains true believers from sséking
and forbids them to pursue any objective but tighdst. Whether they were beside themselves or sober
the early saints yielded to divine restraint, easra good ship answers to her helm or as a hoeses ob
the rein. They were not without a restraining fat@g@revent the slightest subjection to impure westi
The love of Christ controlled them and held therdemits power. But the word, “restrained,” only ex-
presses a part of the sense, for it means thatalse “‘aoerced or pressed,” and so impelled forward a
one carried along by pressure. All around him twe lof Christ pressed upon him as the water inex ri
presses upon a swimmer and bears him onward sigtrdgam. Bengel, who is a great authority, reads i
“Keeps us employed,” for we are led to diligencegad to zeal, maintained in perseverance and darrie
forward and onward by the love of Jesus Christ. apestles labored much, but all their labor sprang
from the impulse of the love of Jesus Christ. &ssfacob toiled for Rachel solely out of love tg ke
do true saints serve the Lord Jesus under the atemipconstraint of love. One eminent expositodsea
the word, “constrains us,” as though it signifiedttthe Lord’s servants were kept together and asld
band under a banner or standard. And he very apptely refers to the words of the church in the&o
of Songs, “His banner over me was love.” As sokligre held together by rallying to the standard, so
are the saints kept to the work and service of theid by the love of Christ which constrains thémn
endure all things for the elect’s sake, and fordley of God, and like an ensign is lifted hightas
center and loadstone of all their energies. InLaud’s love we have the best motive for loyaltye thest
reason for energy and the best argument for peisese.

The word may also signify “compressed,” and themvauld mean that all their energies were
pressed into one channel and made to move by tieedbChrist. Can | put restraint and constraint a
all the rest into one by grouping them in a figuré?ink |1 can. When a flood is spread over an exgea
of meadow land and stands in shallow pools, metnaiasit by damming it up and they constrain it to
keep to one channel by banking it in. Thus comgetssbecomes a stream and moves with force in one
direction. See how it quickens its pace. See wtiahgth it gathers. It turns yonder wheel of thél,mi
makes a sheep wash, leaps as a waterfall, andawgtsing through a village as a brook where thdecat
stand in the summer’s sun. Growing all the whilelevelops into a river, bearing boats and littigs.
And this done, it still increases and stays noittllows with mighty flood into the great sea. & fove
of Christ had pressed Paul’s energies into oneefdtoned them into one channel and then drivemthe
forward with a wonderful force, till he and hislteks had become a mighty power for good, always ac-
tive and energetic. “The love of Christ,” he sdgsnstrains us.”

All great lives have been under the constraintoofie mastering principle. A man, who is everything
by turns and nothing long, is nobody. A man whotesdife on whims and fancies, leisure and pleas-
ures, never achieves anything. He flits over th#ase of life and leaves no more trace upon his age
than a bird upon the sky. But a man, even for mé&cbecomes great when he becomes concentrated.
What made the young prince of Macedon, AlexanderGhreat, but the absorption of his whole mind in
the desire for conquest? The man was never happy Wl was at ease and in peace. His best days were
spent on the battlefield or on the march. Let hirshrto the front of the battle and make the common
soldier grow into a hero by observing the desperater of his king, and then you see the greatoéss
the man. He could never have been the conquetbeaforld if the insatiable greed of conquest haid n
constrained him. From this come your Caesars and Mapoleons—they are whole men in their ambi-
tion, subject to the lust of dominion. When yourgahis thought into a better and holier sphere, th
same fact is clear. Howard could never have beergteat philanthropist if he had not been strangely
under the witchery of love to prisoners. He waspapin a hospital or in a prison than he wouldéav
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been at Court or on the sofa of the drawing roohe han could not help visiting jails, he was a iwapt
to his sympathy for men in bondage, and so he dgsriife in seeking their good. Look at such a man
as Whitfield or his associate, Wesley. Those meth lha one thought and that was to win souls for
Christ. Their whole being ran into the one riverloéadeal for God and made them full and stronghas t
rushing Rhone. It was their rest to labor for Ghiliswas their honor to be pelted while preachamgl to
be maligned for the name of Jesus. A bishopricasdat in the House of Lords would have been the
death of them. Even a throne would have been aifabky must have ceased hunting for souls. The
men were under the dominion of a passion which tweyd not withstand and did not wish to weaken.
They could sing-

“The love of Christ does me constrain

To seek the wandering souls of men!

With cries, entreaties, tears, to save,

To snatch them from the fiery wave.”
Their whole life, being, thought, faculty, spirgoul and body became one and indivisible in purpose
And their sanctified manhood was driven forwar@sistibly, so that they might be likened to thunder
bolts flung from the eternal hand which must gonvand till their end is reached. They could no more
cease to preach than the sun could cease shinmegense his course in the heavens.

Now this kind of constraint implies no compulsiamdanvolves no bondage. It is the highest order
of freedom, for when a man does exactly what heslito do, if he wants to express the enthusiasic |
and delight with which he follows his pursuit, hengrally uses language similar to that of my text.
“Why,” he says, “I am engrossed by my favorite gtudquite enthralls me. | cannot resist its chgri
holds me beneath its spell.” Is the man any the fe=e? If a man gives himself up to a sciencdpor
some other pursuit, though he is perfectly fretetwe it whenever he likes, he will commonly deelar
that he cannot leave it. It has such a hold upom thiat he addicts himself to it. You must not think
therefore, that when we speak of being under cainstfrom the love of Christ we mean by it, that we
have ceased to exercise our wills, or to be volyragents in our service. Far from it, we acknowked
that we are never as free as when we are undeisiion@hrist. No, our God does not constrain us by
physical force. His cords are those of love andlisds are those of a man. The constraint is thathw
we are glad to feel. We give a full assent to isspure, and therein lies its power. We rejoicadmit
that, “The love of Christ constrains us!” We onlistvthe constraint would increase every day.

We have seen that Paul had a great force holdimg We advance a step further and note that
constraining force was the love of Christe does not speak tis love to Christ, which was a great
power too, though secondary to the first. But hedstent to mention the greater, for it includes th
less—“The love of Christ constrains us,” that ifyiSt’s love to us is the master force. And O, bren,
this is a power to which it is joy to submit. Thssa force worthy to command the greatest mindbg“T
love of Christ.” Who shall measure this omnipotemte? That love, according to our text, is stra@tige
when seen in His dying for men. Mark the conteRgcause we thus judge, that if one died for alhé T
peculiar display of the love of Christ which hagpseme sway over Paul was the love revealed in His
substitutionary death. Think of it a moment. Chtis ever-blessed, to whom no pain, nor suffeniag,
shame could come, loved men. O singularity of Id¥e!loves guilty men, yes, loves His enemies! Lov-
ing poor fallen men, He took their nature and bezanman. Marvelous condescension! The Son of God
is also Son of Mary and being found in fashion asam, He humbles Himself and is made of no reputa-
tion. See Him taken before human judges and ugjestidemned! Seized by Roman lictors and lashed
with the scourge! Gazing a little longer, you semHmailed to a cross, hung up for a felon, left djeier
and jibe and cruel glance and malicious speechedaway His life, till He is actually dead andllan
the grave. At the back of all this there is the tagsthat He was not only dying, but dying in tHage
of others, bearing almighty wrath, enduring thatadr sentence of death which is attached to human si
Herein is love indeed, that the infinitely pure slabsuffer for the sinful, the just for the unjusi,bring
us to God. Love did never climb to so sublime aghteas when it brought Jesus to the bloody tree to
bear the dread sentence of inexorable law. Thirtkisflove, beloved, till you feel its constrainimdlu-
ence. It was love eternal, for long before thereasds fashioned, the eternal Word had set His pypa u
His people and their names were engraved on Hig.Hewas love unselfish, for He had nothing tanga
from His redeemed. There were harps enough in Ineand songs enough in the celestial city without

Volume 24 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 3




4 Under Constraint Sermon #1411

their music. It was love most free and spontanefmug)o man sought it or so much as dreamed df it.
was love most persevering, for when man was bdmthe world and sinned and rejected Christ, and
He came to His own and His own received Him not|d¥ed them still, loved them even to the end. It
was love—what shall | say of it? If | were to mplyi words | might rather sink your thoughts thaisea
them. It was love infinite, immeasurable, and ircmwmable! It surpasses the love of women, though th
love of mothers is strong as death and jealousyuisl as the grave. It passes the love of marttycgigh
that love has triumphed over the fury of the flarAd. other lights of love pale in their ineffectual
brightness before this blazing sun of love, whosemth a man may feel but upon whose utmost light
no eye can gaze. He loved us like a God. It wakingtiess than God’s own love which burned within
that breast, which was bared to the spear thaightmedeem us from going down into the pit. Ithss
force then, which has taken possession of the tnis mind and as Paul says, “constrains us.”

Now we may advance another step and saythi®atove of Christ operates upon us by begetting in
us love to HimBrethren, beloved, | know you love our Lord JeSimsist, for all His people love Him.
“We love Him because He first loved us.” But whaal | say? There are scarcely any themes upon
which | feel less able to speak than these two—dkie of Christ to us and our love to Him, because
somehow love needs a tongue elsewhere than thihwiwells in the mouth. This tongue is in the head
and it can therefore tell out our thoughts—but weeda tongue in the heart to tell out our emotions,
which have now to borrow utterance from the bradegective orator. There is a long space between th
cool brain and the blazing heart, and matters ooothe road to the tongue, so that the burningthear
grows weary of chill words. But oh, we love JedBiothers and sisters, we truly love Him. His nase i
sweet as the honeycomb and His Word is preciodiseagold of Ophir. His person is very dear to us—
from His head to His feet He is altogether lovélhen we get near Him and see Him at the lastpkthi
we shall swoon away with excess of joy at the sajhtlim and | for one ask no heaven beyond a sight
of Him and a sense of His love. | do not doubt thatshall enjoy all the harmonies, all the honard a
all the fellowships of heaven, but if they were [@btted out, | do not know that they would makeg an
considerable difference to us, if we may but seelLoud upon His throne, and have His own prayer ful
filled, “Father, | will that they, also, whom Yowbhe given Me be with Me where | am, that they may
behold My glory.” He is happiness to us, yes, Haliisn all. Do you not feel that the sweetest sems
you ever hear are those which are fullest of Hint®eWI can sometimes hear a sermon, it sickens me to
listen to fine attempts to philosophize away thepgd, or to pretty essays which are best descakeal
jingle of elegant words. But | can hear with rapttite most illiterate and blundering brother if hesart
burns within him and he heartily speaks of my Ldh# Well-beloved of my soul. We are glad to be in
the place of assembly when Jesus is within, forthdreon Tabor with two or three, or in the congrega
tion of the faithful, when Jesus is present itasd to be there. This joyful feeling, when you habout
Jesus, shows that you love Him and your endeawospread the gospel show that you love His cause.
The love of Christ to you has moved you to dedne ¢coming of His kingdom and you feel that you
could give your life to extend the borders of Hmrdnions, for He is a glorious King and the entire
world should know it. Oh that we could see all tiaions bowing before His scepter of peace. We love
Him so much that till the whole earth smiles in light of His throne, we can never rest.

As to His truth, a very great part of our love thriSt will show itself by attachment to the puresgo
pel. | have not much patience with a certain ctd<Shristians nowadays, who will hear anybody pheac
so long as they can say, “He is very clever, afireacher, a man of genius, a born orator.” Iserie®ss
to make false doctrine palatable? Why sirs, to Ineeatbility of a man who preaches error is my sorrow
rather than my admiration. | cannot endure falsetrdwe, however neatly it may be put before me.
Would you have me eat poisoned meat because thasdid the choicest ware? It makes me indignant
when | hear another gospel put before the peopie eviticing words by men who would gladly make
merchandise of souls. And | marvel at those wheehsoft words for such deceivers. “That is your big-
otry,” says one. Call it so if you like, but ittise bigotry of the loving John who wrote—*If thezeme
any unto you and bring not this doctrine, receiira hot into your house, neither bid him God speed:
for he that bids him God speed is partaker of kikdeeds.” | would to God we had all more of such
decision, for the lack of it is depriving our rabgs life of its backbone and substituting for hetnman-
liness a mass of the tremulous jelly of mutuakéigt. He who does not hate the false does nottose
true. And he to whom it is all the same whethes iGod’s Word or man’s, is himself unrenewed at
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heart. Oh, if some of you were like your fathersy yould not have tolerated in this age the wagon
loads of trash under which the gospel has beeatefduried by ministers of your own choosing. You
would have hurled out of your pulpits the men wie anemies to the fundamental doctrines of your
churches and yet are crafty enough to become yastops and undermine the faith of a fickle and su-
perficial generation. These men steal the pulpiterae orthodox churches because otherwise they
would have none at all. Their powerless theologynca of itself, arouse sufficient enthusiasm told@a
them to build a mousetrap at the expense of tiumir@rs and therefore, they profane the houseshwhic
your fathers have built for the preaching of themg and turn aside the organizations of once dako
communities to help their infidelity. | call it kiyrat name in plain English, for “modern thought'hist

one whit better, and of the two evils | give infithethe palm, for it is less deceptive. | beg thad to

give back to the churches such a love to His tth#t they may discern the spirits and cast outethos
which are not of God. | feel sometimes like Johnwbom it is said that though the most loving df al
spirits, yet he was the most decided of all mentlfiertruth. And when he went to the bath and found
that the heretic, Cerinthus, was there, he huroigtdof the building and would not tarry in the same
place with him. There are some with whom we shdwdde no fellowship, no, not so much as to eat
bread. And though this conduct looks stern and,htrs after the mind of Christ, for the apostjmke

by inspiration when he said, “If we, or an angeinfr heaven preach to you any other gospel than that
which you have received, let him be accursed.” Adicig to modern refinement he ought to have said,
“Let him be kindly spoken with in private, but prenake no stir. No doubt the good brother has his ow
original modes of thought, and we must not questignliberty. Doubtless, he believes the same as we
do; only there is some little difference as to terhThis is treason to Christ, treachery to truthkl aruel-

ty to souls. If we love our Lord we shall keep Nrds and stand fast in the faith, coming out from
among the false teachers. Nor is this inconsistetit charity, for the truest love to those who isrnot

to fraternize with them in their error, but to laéttful to Jesus in all things.

The love of Jesus Christ creates in men a deephattant to the gospel, especially to the doctrines
which cluster around the person of our Lord. Arttihk more especially to that doctrine which is the
cornerstone of all, namely, that Christ died inphece of men. He, who touches the doctrine of tdubs
tion, touches the apple of our eye. He, who deibjgsbs our soul of her only hope, for there weéhega
all our consolation for the present and our expgegtaor days to come. A great force, then, held th
apostle—that force was the love of Christ, anddtked in Him love to Christ in return.

Now, this force acts proportionately in believetsacts in every Christian more or less, but fteis
in degree. We are all of us alive, but the vigolifef differs greatly in the consumptive and thkletic,
and so the love of Jesus acts upon all regenerate lat not to the same extent. When a man isgierfe
ly swayed by the love of Christ, he will be a petf€hristian. When a man is growingly under itdunf
ence, he is a growing Christian. When a man iseselg affected by the love of Christ, he is a siace
Christian. But he in whom the love of Christ haspoover whatever is not a Christian at all. “I thbtg
says one, “that believing was the main point.” Triogt faith, works by love and if your faith doestn
work by love, it is not the faith which will saviee soul. Love never fails to bloom where faith teken
root.

Beloved, you will feel the power of the love of @trin your soul in proportion to the following
points. In proportion as yoknow it. Study then, the love of Christ. Search deeg la@arn its secrets.
Angels desire to look into it. Observe its eterniyithout beginning, its immutability—without
change, its infinity—without measure, its eternitythout end. Think much of the love of Christ, till
you comprehend with all saints what are its bremdtid lengths. And as you know it, you will begn t
feel its power. Its power will also be in proportito your sense of it. Do ydeel the love of God shed
abroad in your heart by the Holy Spirit? Knowinguell, but enjoyment as the result of believindpés-
ter. Does it not sometimes force the tears front yyes to think that Jesus loved you and gave Himse
for you? On the other hand, does it not at timekemau feel as if, like David, you could dance lvefo
the ark of the Lord, to think that the love of Galtbuld ever have been setymu,that Christ should die
for you? Ah, think and think again, for you the bloody stydar you the crown of thorns, for you the
nails, the spear, the wounds, the broken heart-athlfior love of you who were His enemy! In propor-
tion as your heart is tender and is sensitive i® Ithve, it will become a constraining influenceyiour
whole life. The force of this influence will als@pend very much upon tlyggace which dwells within

Volume 24 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 5




6 Under Constraint Sermon #1411

you. You may measure your grace by the power wiiieHove of Christ has over you. Those who dwell
near their Lord are so conscious of His power olrem that the very glances of His eyes fill thenthwi
holy ardor. If you have much grace you will be ghemnoved by the love which gave you that grace and
made you wondrously sensitive to it. But he who Iitle grace, as is the case with not a few, czadr

the story of the cross without emotion, and cartexoplate Jesus’ death without feeling. God deliwer
from a marble heart, cold and hafharacteralso has much to do with the measure in which eed f
the constraint of Jesus’ love, the more Christ-tike more Christ-constrained. You must become, dear
brothers and sisters, by prayer, through the HplyitSlike Jesus Christ, and when you do, His lovt

take fuller possession of you than it does atrisnent and you will be more manifestly under ita-co
straining power.

Our last point upon this head is that whereveeitergy is felit will operate after its kindForces
work according to their nature. The force of loveates love, and the love of Christ begets a kohdre
love. He who feels Christ’s love acts as Chrisedcif you really feel the love of Christ in makiag
sacrifice of Himself you will make a sacrifice abyrself. “Hereby perceive we the love of God, baeau
He laid down His life for us: and we ought to lagweh our lives for the brethren.” We shall, for our
Lord’s sake, count all things but dross for theedbenice of His knowledge. O soul, you will have no
choice left after you have once known and chosem kord. That road leads to wealth, but if it does$
glorify Christ, you will at once say, “Farewell w&a” That road leads to honor; you will be famatis
you will take that path. But if it will bring no gty to Christ, if you feel the power of His love your
soul, you will say, “Farewell honor. | will embraseame for Christ, for my one thought is to saceifi
myself for Him who sacrificed Himself for me.”

If the love of Christ constrains you, it will malgeu love others, for His was love to others, lowe t
those who could do Him no service, who deservetingtat His hands. If the love of Christ constrains
you, you will specially love those who have no appa claim upon you and cannot justly expect any-
thing from you, but on the contrary deserve yourscee. You will say, “I love them because the lofe
Christ constrains me.” Dirty little creatures iretgutter, filthy women polluting the streets, basen
who come out of jail merely to repeat their crimagkese are the fallen humanities whom we learn to
love when the love of Christ constrains us. | do kriow how else we could care for some poor crea-
tures, if it were not that Jesus teaches us toislEesione and despair of none. Those ungratefuturessa
those malicious creatures, those abominably blaspbe and profane creatures that you sometimes
meet with and shrink from, you are to love themawuse Christ loved the very chief of sinners. Higelo
to you must be reflected in your love to the lowasd vilest. He is your sun, be you as the moaheo
world’s night.

The love of Jesus Christ was a practical love. Hendt love in thought only and in word, but in
deed and in truth, and if the love of Christ coaists us, we shall throw our souls into the work sed
vice of love. We shall be really at work for meinigg alms of our substance, enduring our meastire o
suffering and making it clear that our Christiangynot mere talk, but downright work. We shalllike
the bullock of the burnt offering, laid upon the¢aalto be wholly consumed. We shall consider nathin
but how we can most completely be eaten up withztted of God’s house, how without the reserve of
one single faculty we may be entirely consumedha gervice of our Lord and Master. May the Lord
bring us to this.

Il. THE CONSTRAINT OF WHICH WE HAVE SPOKEN WAS JUSTIHIEBY THE APOS-
TLE'S UNDERSTANDING. “The love of Christ constrains; because we thus judgel’bve is blind.

A man may say that in the affairs of love he exa@sia calm discretion, but | take leave to doubnit
love to Christ however, you may be carried righegwand be as blind as you like and yet you shall ac
according to the soundest judgment. The apostle waymly, “The love of Christ constrains us,” and
yet he adds with all coolness “because we thusejtid¢yhen understanding is the basis of affection,
then a man’s heart is fixed and his conduct becamasigh degree exemplary. So it is here. Thee i
firm basis of judgment—the man has weighed andgddbe matter as much as if the heart were out of
the question. But the logical conclusion is onaléfaibsorbing emotion and mastering affection ashmu
as if the understanding had been left out of thestian. His judgment was as the bronze altar, aottl
hard, but on it he laid the coals of burning affatt vehement enough in their flame to consumeyever
thing. So it ought to be with us. Religion shoutlwith a man a matter of intellect as well as d¢@af
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tion, and his understanding should always be abjestify the strongest possible passion of hid,sasi
the apostle says it did in the case of himselflasdrethren. They had reasons for all that they iEor,
first, he recognized substitutied'We thus judge, that if one died for all.” O breth, this is the very
sinew of Christian effort—Christ died in the sinsgplace. Christ is the surety, the sacrifice, shbsti-
tute for men. If you take the doctrine of vicariaecrifice out of the Christian religion | protebat
nothing is left worth calling a revelation. It iset heart, the head, the bowels, the soul, the essdrour
holy faith—that the Lord has laid on Him the inityuof us all and with His stripes we are healede Th
apostle firmly believed this to be a matter of fant then out of his belief there grew an intense ko
Jesus, as well there might. Did Jesus stand inlagep Oh, how | love Him. Did He die for me? Then
His love has mastered me and will always hold mésasvilling captive. O sacred Substitute, | am
Yours and all that | have.

In the next placehe recognized union to Chridgr he said, “If one died for all, then the alkdj”
for so it runs, that is to say, the all for whomriShdied, died in His death. His dying in theinpé was
their dying. He dies for them, they die in Him. Hges, they rise in Him. He lives, they live in Him
Now if it is really so, that you and | who haveibeed in Christ are one with Christ and memberisf
body, that truth may be stated coolly, but like fiin&, it conceals a fire within it, for if we dekin Jesus,
we are dead to the world, to self, to everythingdaur Lord. O Holy Spirit, work in us this deathezwvto
the fullest. The apostle recognizes the naturabequence of union with the dying Lord and resotees
carry it out. Brethren, when Adam sinned we sinaad we have felt the result of that fact. We were
constituted sinners by the act of our first repnésieve and every day we see it to be so. Evetig lit
child that is carried to the grave bears witness tleath passes upon all men, for that all haveedim
Adam, even though they have not personally sinffiedl the similitude of his transgression. Now, just
as our sin in Adam effectively operates upon usefok, so must our death with Christ, effectivelyeo-
ate upon our lives for good. It ought to do so. Hmam | live for myself? | died more than 18 cerdari
ago. | died and was buried, how can | live to tlegle? Eighteen hundred years ago and more the world
hung me up as a malefactor, yes, and in my hedreaits | have also crucified the world, and regard
as a dead malefactor. How shall | fall in love watkrucified world, or follow after its delights?éNhus
died with Christ. “Now,” says the apostle, “the éogf Christ constrains us; because we thus judhge, t
if one died for all, then the all died.” All who weein Christ, for whom He died, died when He died.
And what follows from it but that they should notd unto themselves, but unto Him that died fonthe
and rose again? We are one with Christ and whatitHéor us we did in Him, and therefore we are dead
because He died. Therefore we ought no longewéoiti the old selfish way, but should live onlythe
Lord. This is the basis upon which the intelledtseand then the affections yield themselves testhe
cred force of Jesus’ dying love.

| close with the following reflections, putting tinevery briefly.

The first reflection is—how different is the infeiee of the apostle from that of many professors.
They say, “If Christ died once for all and so fimesl the work of my salvation, then | am saved aag m
sit down in comfort and enjoy myself, for therenis need for effort or thought.” Ah, what a mercy to
feel that you are saved and then to go to sledpeirrorner of your pew. A converted man and theeefo
curled up upon the bed of sloth! A pretty sightedyrbut a very common one. Such people have but li
tle or no feeling for others who remain unconvert&the Lord will save His own,” they say and they
little care whether He does so or not. They appedre dreadfully afraid of doing God’s work, though
there is not the slightest need for such a feacesihey will not even do their own work. These e
sumptuous persons, strangers to the grace of Guoal kwow not that the main part of salvation lies in
our being saved from selfishness and hardnessaof. heis the devil’'s inference that because CGhiid
so much for me | am now to do nothing for Him. Ishaven beg the devil's pardon, for | scarcelykhin
that even he is base enough to draw such an ideream the grace of God. Assuredly he has never
been in a position to attempt so detestable a clineto the last degree unutterably contemptibbd a
man who is indebted to the Lord Jesus Christ fansch should then make the only consequence of his
indebtedness to be a selfish indolence. Neverantiliie child of God say, “Soul, take your ease. ¥l
all right—nothing else matters!” Oh no, “The loveChrist constrains us.”

How much more ennobling, again, is such conduthaisof the apostle than that of many professed
Christians? | am not about to judge anyone, bubllldl beg you to judge yourselves. There are some
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and | would try to hope that they may be Christiatise Lord knows them that are His—who do give to
the cause of God, that do serve God after a fasBionstill, the main thought of their life is nGhrist
nor His service, but the gaining of wealth. Thathisir chief objective and towards it all their Gi#ees
are bent. There are other church members—God fevbidhould judge them—whose great thought is
success in their profession. | am not condemnieg tiaving such a thought, but the chief ambitibn o
the apostle and of those like he was not this sbuatething higher. The chief aim of all of us shooéd
nothing of self, but serving Christ. We are to leadlto everything but our Lord’s glory, living withis
mark before us, this prize to be strained afteat @hrist shall be glorified in our mortal bodiés.our
business, in our studies, in everything, our mottest be, Christ, Christ, Christ. Now, is it notaa ho-
bler thing for a man to have lived wholly unto Glirthan for mammon, or honor, or for himself in any
shape? | speak as to wise men, you judge what | say

Do you not think also, that such a pursuit asithrsuch more peace-giving to the spirit? Peoplé wil
judge our conduct and they are sure to judge asregvas they can. If they see us zealous and self-
denying they will say of us, “Why, the man is besidmself.” This will not matter much to us if warc
reply, “It is for God.” Or if they say, “Oh, you @lsober sides, how grave you are,” we shall natfbe
fended if we can reply, “Ah, but it is for the gootiothers that | am sober.” You will be very Kttlis-
tressed by sharp criticisms if you know that youatire is wholly unselfish. If you live for Chrisgnd
for Christ alone, all the criticisms of men or dewvill never cast you down.

Do you not think that a life spent for Jesus oslyar more worth looking back upon at the last than
any other? If you call yourselves Christians, hol you judge a life spent in making money? It cahn
be very much longer before you must gather up yeetrin the bed and resign your soul to God. Now,
suppose yourself sitting in your chamber all alanaking out the final balance-sheet of your steward
ship, how will it look if you have to confess, “hAte been a Christian professor. My conduct has been
outwardly decent and respectable, but my chief gagpvas not my Master’s glory. | have lived with
the view of scraping together so many thousandsl &iade done it.” Would you like to fall asleep and
die with that as the consummation of your life?s@all it be, “I have lived to hold up my head irciss
ty and pay my way and leave a little for my fam#yVill that satisfy you as your last reflection®eBr
ren, we are not saved by our works, but | am spgakow, upon the consolation which a man can de-
rive from looking back upon his life. Suppose halkhave felt the power of my text and shall beedatbl
say, “l have been enabled by the grace of God hiclwi give all the glory, to consecrate my enbiee
ing to the entire glorification of my Lord and MastAnd whatever my mistakes and they are many, and
my wanderings and failures, and they are countlgsisthe love of Christ has constrained me, for |
judged myself to have died in Him, and therefohave lived to Him. | have fought a good fight. vka
kept the faith.” Why, | think it were worth whilego die. To be constrained by the love of Christ c
ates a heroic life, exalted, illustrious. No, | mmasme down from such lofty words—it is such a ke
every Christian ought to live. It is such a lifeeagery Christian must live if he is really constied by
the love of Christ, for the text does not say tinel of Christ ought to constrain us, it declares ih
does constrain us. Men and brethren, if it doesaooistrainyou, judge yourselves that you be not
judged and found wanting at the last. God grantwag feel the love of God shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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