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BELIEVERS FREE FROM THE DOMINION OF SIN
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A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, APRIL 21, 1878,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“For sin shall not have dominion over you: for yoare not under the law, but under grace.”
Romans 6:14.

OUR constant hearers will remember that a Sabbatio ago we spoke upon, “Submit yourselves
unto God”[#1408,The Reason Why Many Cannot Find Peace]. It is both the wayo peace and the waf peace
to submit one’s whole self unto God. Nor is it @ksome task to a true believer, but the desirei®f h
heart, the pleasure of his life. He shudders atdéa of yielding his members as instruments oigiy
eousness unto sin, but according to the languagfgeoferse which precedes our text, he yields Himse
unto God as one who has been made alive from the aled his members as instruments of righteous-
ness unto God. Complete consecration of every tiacilmind and body unto the Lord is our soul's
deepest wish. We can sing most sincerely that spagetecration hym#

“Take my hands and let them move,

At the impulse of Your love.

Take my feet and let them be,

Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice and let me sing,

Always, only for my King!

Take my lips and let them be,

Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my will and make it Thine,

It shall be no longer mine.

Take my intellect, and use

Every power as You shall choose.

So that all my powers combine,

To adore Your grace divine,

Heart and soul a living flame,

Glorifying Your great name.”
But, beloved, we find another law in our membersring against the law of our mind. To the full el
ing up of all our members we find a hindrance ia #in which dwells in us, that sin which finds its
haunt and hiding place in our mortal body, in tlesices, passions and appetites of our animal nature
These within proper limits are right enough, itight that we eat and drink, and so forth, but watural
instincts are apt to demand indulgence and so ¢orbe lusts. Our mortal body, in its natural desires
affords dens for the foxes of sin. The carnal mafab, readily leans to the indulgence of the bauy a
thus there is presented a powerful opposition @ontbrk of grace. Every true child of God must ba-co
scious of the presence of the rebellious powergairgtiple of sin within him. We strive to keep ihu
der, to subdue and conquer it, and we hope totsdeeily exterminated at the last, for our caskkis
that of Israel with the Canaanites and we longlierday when, “There shall no more be the Canaanite
in the house of the land.”

Sin is a domineering force. A man cannot sin up tiixed point and then say to sin, “Up to here
shall you come, but no farther.” It is an imperiqaever and where it dwells it is hungry for the mas
tery. Just as our Lord, when He enters the solil,never be content with a divided dominion, satis
with sin, it labors to bring our entire manhood endubjection. Therefore we are compelled to strive
daily against this ambitious principle. Accordirgthe working of the Spirit of God in us we wrestle
against sin that it may not have dominion overlusas unquestioned dominion over multitudes of hu-
man hearts and in some it has set up its horrichthion high and keeps its seat with force of arms s
that its empire is undisturbed. In others the thriesndisputed, for conscience mutinies, but yetynant
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is not dethroned. Over the whole world sin exegigadreadful tyranny. It would hold us in the same
bondage were it not for one who is stronger thanwho has undertaken to deliver us out of its hand
and will certainly perform the redeeming work. Hesethe charter of our liberty, the security of our
safety—"Sin shall not have dominion over you.” digns over those who abide in unbelief, but it lshal
not have dominion oveyou, “because greater is He that is in you, than heithan the world.” The
whole world lies in the wicked one, but “you ard nbthe world” and therefore “sin shall not have d
minion over you.” If we are distressed by the fdwat sin will ultimately get the mastery over w, lis

be comforted by our text. Holy jealousy leads u$etr that though we have for many years been ena-
bled to maintain a spotless character before menmay in some unguarded hour make shipwreck of
faith and end our life voyage as castaways upomdties of shame. The flesh is frail and our strengt
perfect weakness and therefore, we dread lest a@ldsimake some terrible fall and bring dishonor up-
on the holy name by which we are called. Under gaelings we may fly for comfort to the rich assur-
ance of the text, “Sin shall not have dominion oy@u.”

Three things will demand our consideration andrdffes consolation this morning. The firsttie
peculiar position of believers—*You are not under the law, but ungexce.” Secondlythe special as-
surance made to them, “Sin shall not have dominion over.¥y@und thirdly, the remarkable reason giv-
en for this statement, “Sin shall not have domimer you: for you are not under the law, but under
grace.”

|. First, then, here is A PECULIAR POSITION—"You aretrunder the law.” All men are under
the law by nature and consequently, they are conddrby it because they have broken its command-
ments and apart from our Lord Jesus men are ophereed criminals, respited from day to day, bilt st
under sentence and waiting for the appointed hdwenathe warrant shall be solemnly executed upon
them. But believers are regarded as having digchirist and by that death they have escaped from un-
der the law. They are clean delivered from the bgvthe fact that their Redeemer endured the penélty
the law on their behalf and at the same time hahtre law by rendering perfect obedience to it.sSThu
in a two-fold manner, He met all the law’s requisgits so that it has no more demands upon His peo-
ple.

“Not under the law,” being interpreted, means thatare not trying to be saved by obedience to the
law. We do not pretend to earn eternal life by meor hope to claim anything of the Lord as duego
for good works. The principle which rules our ligenot mercenary. We do not expect to earn a reward
neither are we flogged to duty by dread of punisiimé@/e are under grace—that is to say, we are-treat
ed on the principle of mercy and love, and not lwat Of justice and desert. Freely, of His own unde-
served favor, God has forgiven us for Christ's sdke has regarded us with favor, not because we de-
served it, but simply because He willed to do sopading to that ancient declaration, “I will haweer-
cy on whom | will have mercy, and | will have comspeon on whom | will have compassion.” The Lord
did not choose us because of any goodness in tbleblbas saved us and called us according to the pu
pose of His own will. Moreover, our continuanceairstate of salvation depends upon the same grace
which first placed us there. We do not stand drdatording to our personal merit, but becauseslesu
lives, we live. Because Jesus is accepted, wecaepted. Because Jesus is beloved, we are beloved.
a word, our standing is not based upon merit, Ipainumercy, not upon our changeable character, but
upon the immutable mercy of God. Grace is the &npon which we hold our position before the Lord.
“For by grace are you saved through faith; and tlmitof yourselves: it is the gift of God,” “Butdhno
man is justified by the law in the sight of Godisitevident: for the just shall live by faith. Atite law is
not of faith: but, the man that does them sha# livthem.”

Let us endeavor to recount the privileges of thusigion by mentioning the evils from which it re-
leases us. Firstye no longer dread the curse of the law. Those who are under the law may well be hor-
ribly afraid because of the penalties which are tthueugh their many failures and transgressiongyTh
have broken the law and are therefore in constanger of judgment and condemnation. The careless
try to shake off the thought as much as possiblpuiting off the evil day, by forgetting death amgl
pretending to disbelieve in judgment and eternaitivrBut still more or less, this thought distuttham,

a dreadful sound is in their ears. When men are emakened, the dread of punishment for sin haunts
them day and night and fills them with terror. Andll it may, for they are under the law and the law
will soon cast them into its prison, from which yheill never escape. Every transgression and didiebe
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ence must receive a just recompense of reward. Melievers have no fear as to the punishment of
their sin, for our sin was by the Lord Himself laidon Jesus, and the penalty was borne by Him. “The
chastisement of our peace was upon Him and withstfiges we are healed.” “Christ has redeemed us
from the curse of the law, being made a curse $om@s it is written, Cursed is everyone that hanga
tree.” Substitution clears the Christian from atbd to justice and he dares to challenge the laelfit
with the question—who is he that condemns, sinces€Chas died? Yes, He goes further and challenges
an accusation—who shall lay anything to the chafg@od’s elect, since God has justified? No penalty
do we dread, for we are forgiven and God will natdon and then punish. “As far as the east is from
the west, so far has He removed our transgresfiomsus.” Will God punish those from whom He has
removed transgression, or cast those into hell eisiss He has cast behind His back? Impossible.
Therefore, when we see the stern array of the jedgreeat and hear the threats of vengeance, we who
are believers rejoice to feel that these terrokeehreothing to do with us. The Great Surety has reecu
His people from all risk of wrath. The undying worsnot for them, the unquenchable fire is not for
them, neither shall the pit shut her mouth upomtHfer they are not under the law.

Then the believeno longer drudges in unwilling obedience, seeking to reach a certain point of mer-
it. The man under the law, who is awakened and awakesrgdrequently, tries to keep the commands
in order to attain, at any rate, a fair measurgamfdness. For this He labors very hard, as mentudno
at the oar to escape from a tempest. If he coulddach a certain degree of virtue he would fefd.d&
he were equal to such a one he would be at reas, Ale has no power to attain even to his own.ideal
He finds his resolutions written in water and haodness vanishes like the morning mist. His servile
works are ill done and fail to yield him peace ahch Now, the believer is under no such drudgery.
Christ has fulfilled the law for him and he reststhat finished work. He does not aim at high attai
ments in order to win the favor of God. He has thaor. It has come to him freely and undeservedl an
he rejoices in it. A high ambition moves him, buisi not that of saving himself by his own workse H
obeys out of love. He delights in the law after ittheer man and confesses with Paul, “The law ig,hol
and just, and good.” He wishes that he could livéheut sin, but he never dreams that even then he
could make atonement for the past, nor does hey fiduat by his own merit he is to obtain salvation f
the future. The work through which he is savedimplete. It is not his own work, but the work ofus
and therefore, when he sees his own shortcomingsraauities, he does not doubt his salvation, but
continues to rest in Jesus. He is no longer a skogged with the whip of fear and made to labar f
his very life and gather nothing for his pains. Betis free from the principle of law and worksnfra
principle of love, not to secure divine favor, lngcause that favor has been freely manifested tswvar
him.

The Christian man is nowo longer uncertain as to the continuance of divine love. Under the law,
no man’s standing can be secure, since by a ssnglee may forfeit his position. If a legalist skbbe
able to persuade himself that he has reached iaisntfpoint of merit and is safe, yet he cannosbee
of continuing in his exalted position, for like thewer of the grass all human comeliness withevaya
However meritorious a man may conceive himselfdpyet he may fall short of the standard even now.
And if not, in the future he may spoil it all. Thearned Bellarmine, one of the great antagonistdarf
tin Luther, once gave utterance to language whidmnhot verbally remember, but which was to the fol
lowing effect. Of course, being a Papist, he beleein justification by works, but yet he observbdtf
“nevertheless, seeing that even in the best of goeal works are usually marred by sin and seeing tha
no man can know when he has performed quite engagt works to save him, it is upon the whole,
safest to trust only in the merits of Jesus Cli%e agree with the cardinal and accept the safagtas
good enough for us. Safest, indeed, it is to usjtfs the only way which we can tread, sincethé
good works we have ever done are defiled and galleither in motive beforehand or in the spirit in
which they were done, or by proud reflections afteds. We dare not trust even in our prayers and de
votions and almsgivings, or repentances, but mest anly upon the merits of Christ. The merits of
Christ are always a constant and abiding quarifithherefore, we rest thereon, our foundation is@s
cure at one time as at another. The merits of Jeglube throughout eternity sweet before God om ou
behalf. Is He not “the same yesterday, today, amever’? Therefore the confidence of the believer
rests upon a foundation which will no more be shakethe future than it is today. Glory be to Gbid
does not cast away His people whom He did forekridsvdoes not love today and hate tomorrow, nor
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favor with His grace the child whom He has adoed afterwards disown him. “If, when we were en-

emies, we were reconciled to God by the death ef$tin, much more, being reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life.” We are clear from the bondafjthe law, since we are no longer under the covenan
of works, but have come under the covenant of gnabéch is founded upon promises which nothing

can disannul.

In consequence of this, the believenadonger afraid of the last great day. Shall all our sins be read
and published before an assembled universe? “Isags the man who is under the law, “it will gadha
with me.” Judgment is a terrible word to those veine hoping to save themselves, for if their doisugs
to be put into the balances, they will surely benfd wanting. But judgment has no terror in it tbea
liever. He can sing with our peet

“Bold shall | stand in that great day,

For who anything to my charge shall lay?

While through Your blood absolved | am

From sin’s tremendous curse and shame.”
Will the sins of believers be published at the @esg? If it is to the glory of forgiving love, I&hem be.
Who among us need be afraid since at the end ofvtfzde list there shall be written, “And all these
were blotted out for Jesus Christ’'s sake.” Andat published at all because all our sins were loast
hind Jehovah’s back, and if instead thereof, tligdwshall only proclaim the good works of His peopl
and say, “l was hungry and you gave Me meat, | thasty and you gave Me drink; and inasmuch as
you have done it unto one of the least of these bkéyhren, you have done it unto Me,” then we may
well welcome the last judgment and cry, “WelcomeJasme, Son of God.” If the book of record shall
be opened which might justly condemn us, yet wigten, “And another book was opened, which was
the book of life.” If our names are there we hawéhing to fear.

One word may be added here, namely, that the leglieeing no longer under the law, imasslav-
ish dread of God. As long as | am at enmity with God, guilty of bkeeg His law and liable to His right-
eous wrath, | dread His name and shrink from Hes@nce. The soul under the law stands as the-Israel
ites did, far off from the mountain, with a barrgat between themselves and the glory of God. Dista
and separation are the natural condition of all wr®under the law. Far from there, cries the hefart
man when it beholds God touching the hills so thay smoke, and when it hears the voice of God like
a trumpet, waxing exceedingly loud and long, iaple that it may not hear such words any more. blot s
the believer, for his heart and his flesh cry autthe Lord and he pants to come and appear b&ode
We have access with boldness to the throne ofeéhgdnly grace and we delight to avail ourselves of
Through the Mediator we have fellowship with thehes and with His Son Jesus Christ. The Holy Spir-
it has made us long to be brought nearer and nea@ir divine Father. Our God is a consuming fire,
but that consuming fire has no terror for us siheéll only melt the alloy from the gold and remethe
dross from the silver. The law could only say to ‘iBepart, you cursed,” but grace says, “Come, you
blessed.” The law said, “Draw not near here: ptiyotir shoes from off your feet,” but grace crieshw
a voice of pity, “Whoever is thirsty, come and wheewill, let him come.” We have accepted the call
of grace and now we know the Lord and love Him féttrove has cast out fear, for fear has torment.
We are not under the law, but we have “known aniéwed the love that God has to us.”

Now | speak to you Christian people, even to yow Wwhalieve in Christ, and | beg you to understand
this freedom from the law and then to hold it f&sir there are some of you who return, in a measore
the legal yoke, whereas the Apostle says, “Stasi tlaerefore, in the liberty wherewith Christ masde
us free, and be not entangled again with the yok®odage.” Do you feel helpless, cold and heavg? D
you, therefore, conclude that you are not saved?ydu not coming under the law and measuring the
power of the grace of God by your own merits oredenices? If you judge your standing before God by
anything except your faith in His promise, you vating yourself into bondage. You can walk by faith
but you will stumble if you try any other way. Tlees but one deliverance for me when | question my
own state, and that is to fly to simple faith isu& When Satan says, “You are no saint,” do rgqptear
with him, for he is too subtle for a poor soul Iikeu. Yield the point and say, “It may be | am @ans,
nor are you either.” “No,” he says, “you are dee€ivyou are a hypocrite.” Reply to him, “If | amtrao
saint, | am a sinner. And being a sinner, | findvritten that Christ Jesus came into the worldaaes
sinners. | put myself in that list, O Satan, andreyou cannot deny that | am such. | believe ingesd
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believing in Him | am justified before God by thghteousness of my Lord, and | have peace with God
through Jesus Christ.” Beloved, this is safe stagpdif we are indeed, saved by the righteousness-of
other, why do we question the power of that righteeess to save us because of our own conscious fee-
bleness, for we are not saved by our own strengfeebleness, but by the power of the Lord Jegus. |
we are standing with one foot on the rock of Cleihished work and the other upon the sand of our
own doings, then we may well stand or totter adogytb which foot we are trusting at the momentt Bu

if we set both feet upon the rock, then we maydtast though the sea roars and the floods swesep th
sand away. Mind you, do not try the double fouratgtifor it will never hold. Partly Christ and partl

self will soon come to a failure. No, our great Bexher cried, “It is finished,” and it is finisheaind
those who rest on Him have a finished salvationtHey are not under the law, but under grace.

II. Now, secondly, we come to THE SPECIAL ASSURANCElw text—"Sin shall not have do-
minion over you. Thisis a very necessary assurance, especially at times. Sin is a great working power
and all around us we see its hideous operations.ai evil as incessant in its activity as it &adly in
its results. As we look at its forcible work, weyan alarm, “It will surely drag me down one of #ee
days.” But the dread fear is removed by the chgeroice of the Holy Spirit who assures us, “Sinlisha
not have dominion over you.”

Alas, we not only see the evil working in othergt iv assails ourselves. Our eyes are drawn aside t
look on vanity, our ears hearken to evil talk and leeart itself at times grows cold or wanders.nmve
are apt to be cast down and to doubt. Here thetsasserance cheers us—though you are tempted you
shall not be led astray, for “sin shall not havendoon over you.” “Resist the devil and he will dle
from you.” Stand in the strength of faith and ie fhower of the precious blood and though you asetbe
with evil suggestions a thousand times a day, aedyesense is assailed by the witcheries of ewil, y
“sin shall not have dominion over you.” Cheeredsiigh a word as this we remain on our watchtower
and are not overcome with evil.

Sometimes sin forces its way into our souls angeswur inward evil to an awful degree, so that the
imagination sets fire to our lusts and the smokthefconflagration blows in the eyes of the afi@musi,
almost choking the understanding. Yes, sin maydewour soul and for a while, find a lodgment there
SO as to be your plague and torment. It may eveshcyou down, rob you of your comfort, injure your
graces and create war to the detriment of yourgdad it shall not have dominion over you. Thote o
you who are acquainted with John Bunyan’s, “HolyrWWeill remember how wonderfully the glorious
dreamer describes Diabolus besieging the town ofddal after it had been occupied by the Prince Im-
manuel. After many battles and cunning plots, thengy entered into the city, filled all the streeith
the yells of his followers and polluted the wholage with the presence of his hosts. But yet hddcou
not take the castle in the center of the town, Wineld out for Immanuel. That castle was the hasadit
he could by no means, secure a footing in it. H& bes big hell drum almost day and night aroura th
walls, so that those who had fled to the castledadry terrible time of it. And he set all his leugna-
chinery to work to batter down the walls, but helldmot enter. No, sin may for a while, seem tovpile
in the believer till he has no rest and is soradgdi, hearing nothing but the devil’s tattoo songdn
his ears—"Sin, sin, sin,” But nevertheless sin Ishal have dominion over him. Sin may haunt yout be
and board and follow you down the streets in yoatka: It may enter the very room into which you
withdraw to pray, but your inmost self shall sty out against it, for, “Sin shall not have doroimi
over you.” Sin may vex you and thrust itself upauybut it cannot become your lord. The devil has
great wrath and rages horribly for a while, knowthgt his time is short, but he shall be subduetl an
expelled, for the Lord our God gives us the victtmpugh Jesus Christ.

Sometimes, alas, sin not only enters us, but peeaer us and we are forced, in deep anguish, to
confess that we have fallen beneath its powes. ti¢ririble that it should be so, even for a momanti
yet it would be idle to deny the mournful fact. Wammong us can say, “I am clean, | have not sinned”?
Still, a temporary defeat is not sufficient to effa total subjugation. Sin shall not have domirwer
the believer, for though he falls he shall riseimg@he child of God, when he falls into the miielike
the sheep which gets up and escapes from theahtgaickly as possible. It is not his nature tdHiere.
The ungodly man is like the hog which rolls in fi#ln and wallows in it with delight. The mire has-
minion over the swine, but it has none over theeph®Vith many bleatings and outcries the sheepsseek
the shepherd again, but not so the swine. Evelg ofiGod, weeps, mourns and bemoans his sin and he
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hates it even when for a while, he has been ovemtély it, and this is proof that sin has not doonini
over him. It has an awful power, but it has not doam, it casts us down, but it cannot make us take
delight in its evil.

There are times when the believer greatly feelslaigger. His feet have almost gone. His steps have
well near slipped. Then how sweetly does this assa come to the soul, “Sin shall not have dominion
over you.” The Lord is able to keep you from fajjiand you shall be preserved even to the end.

This assurance secures us from a very great danger, from the danger of being under the absolute
sway of sin. What is meant by sin having dominitw®k and see. There are men who live in sin and
yet they do not appear to know it. Sin has domiragar them by spreading a veil over their heads, s
that their conscience is deadened. They are sawvatshs to be content in bondage. You shall nesbbe
you shall be enlightened and instructed so thatnwoai sin you shall be well aware of it. Self-exeus
shall be impossible for you. Many men live in gregsand are not ashamed. They are at ease id it an
all is quiet. But it shall not be so with you, irhem the life of God has been implanted. If you do
wrong, you shall smart for it and your nest shallskuffed with thorns. God has so changed yourreatu
by His grace that when you sin you shall be likesla on dry land. You shall be out of your elemant
long to get into a right state again. You cannot fr you love God. The sinner may drink sin doaen
the ox drinks down water, but to you it shall betesbrine of the sea. You may become as foolidio as
try the pleasures of the world, but they shall bepfeasures to you, you shall cry out with Solomon,
“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” That marvelousan tried the world at its best and was disappdint
And you may be quite sure that where he failed, wdlinot succeed. If the Lord loves you, sin will
never yield you satisfaction. In worldly companyuyshall be all the while like a man who sits upon
thorns, or walks amid vipers and cobras. And inlslgramusement you shall feel as if the house would
fall upon you. An ungodly man under the dominionsof loves sin, but that you shall never do. He
wishes he could sin more, for he has upon himhhsttof intoxication. But as for you, you shallvee
be made happy by evil, but shall groan underybii ever yield to its power. You shall hate yoursel
think you ever consented to its solicitations. Yahall be wretched and unhappy and shall find nb res
till you return to your Lord. Your nature has bemnchanged that you cannot give a moment’s enter-
tainment to sin without feeling like one who casrlairning coals in his bosom, or thrusts thorns lms
flesh. No, beloved, if you are indeed a believe€Christ, you must fight with sin till you die. Anghat
is more, you must conquer it in the name of thedLdfou are sometimes afraid that it will vanquish
you, but if you are of the true seed it cannot pile\Like Samson, you shall break all its bandsuYo
shall rise superior to habits which now enthrally¥ou shall even forget those strong impulses whic
now sweep you before them. Your inward graces gjalier force, while the Holy Spirit shall help you
infirmities and you shall be changed from glorygtory as by the presence of the Lord.

This assurance is confirmed by the context—"Sin shall not have dominion over you,” becauseé yo
are dead to it by virtue of your union to Chrigbu died with Christ and you have been buried with
Christ, how then shall sin have dominion over yBe®ides, you live in Christ in newness of life lba+
son of His living in you. How can the new natuneeliin sin? How can that which is born of God live
like that which is born of the devil? No, no, itncet be. Christ has undertaken to save you front you
sins and He will do it. He will keep you watchfplrayerful, and vigilant, He will instruct you in $li
Word, He will help you by His Spirit. He will perdeyou in Himself. You are bound for victory anduyo
shall have it. Thanks be unto God who gives itda through Jesus Christ our Lord. “Sin shall noteha
dominion over you.”

lll. Now | come to my last head, which is THE REMARKABIEEASON that is given for sin’'s
never having dominion: “For you are not under te,lbut under grace.” “There, there,” says many an
unconverted man, “did you ever hear such doctr;@ehas been preaching to us this morning? Not
under the law! Well then, we may sin as we likeliaT is your logic. That is the way in which an evil
heart sours the sweet milk of the Word of God. Big not the argument of a child of God. Mark how
Paul puts it—"What then? Shall we sin, because neenat under the law, but under grace? God forbid.”
He flings away the inference with horror and detish, crying, “God forbid!” Let me just show you
why being under the law is not helpful to holineskile being under grace is the great means of it.

Those who are under the law will always be underdbminion of sin and it cannot be otherwise.
First, because the law puts a man under the dommwifigin, by pronouncing sentence of condemnation
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upon him, as soon as he has transgressed. Whatldo&sy say to him? “From this point on you are
guilty and | condemn you. He that offends in onepis guilty of all.” Thus the law shuts a man wap
being a sinner and offers him no space for repestalh accuses, condemns and sentences, but affords
no hope and offers no encouragement. It is notido thwose who are under grace. To them grace says,
“You are sinners, but you are freely forgiven. Yaniguity is pardoned; your transgression is puagw

Go, and sin no more.” Thus relieved, the penitétst ip his head, and cries, “Enable me to praiea Y
and grant that | may be upheld by grace in the afayprightness.” The amazing love of God, when
shed abroad in the heart, creates a desire farkbihgs and what the law could not do, grace meco
plishes.

A man under the law is by the law, driven to desp&ihat?” he asks, “Am | to keep this law in or-
der to be saved? Alas, | have already broken itifalnoad not, it is too high and holy for me tgeito its
full height.” Therefore he resolves that he willt rdtempt the task and he sinks into indifferengaro
some cases, he thinks of the old proverb that yay as well be hung for a sheep as a lamb and he re-
solves that he will take his fill of sin. Becau$ere is no hope, he will plunge into iniquity. Hews
that if hell must be his portion forever, he migstwell enjoy the sweetness there is in sin welenay.

So the law, because of the evil heart it has td @éh, excites such a condition of heart thatisicon-
firmed in its dominion. Being threatened, the r&bat heart hardens itself, and defies the Lordd An
then, concluding that peace is impossible, it car@s more and more to fight against the Lord. Mot s
the child of God, he says, “God, for Christ's sakas cast my sins behind His back and | am saved.
Now, for the love | bear His name, | will serve Himith all my might, because of all that He has done
for me.” Thus the grace of our Lord Jesus, byrgemess and richness, breaks the dominion of sichwh
the law only served to establish and confirm. Nt tthe law is evil, God forbid, but because we are
evil and rebel against the holy law.

A man under the law does not escape from the domioi sin because the law wakes the opposition
of the human heart. There are a great many thitgshvwpeople never wish to do, nor think of doirg ti
they are forbidden. Lock up a closet in your hoasé say to your wife and children, “You must never
enter that closet, nor even look into the keyhoRethaps they have never wanted to look into thgydi
old corner before, but now they pine to inspecAinumber of bylaws have lately been posted umpas t
the use of Clapham-Common and | am half afraicetmrthem for fear | should want to break them. |
dare say that many things which | never desirediot@re now strictly prohibited and | shall feel gex
with the commissioners for lessening my libertghbuld not wonder but what numbers of persons who
never visited the common before, will now beconmners against the new laws. Law, by reason of our
unruly nature, excites opposition and createsfsinwhat a man may not do he immediately wants to
do. He who is under the law will never escape ftb dominion of sin, for sin comes by the law by
reason of the iniquity of our hearts. But when we @ot under the law, but under grace, we love God
for His love to us and labor to please Him in hihgs.

The law, moreover, affords a man no actual helpitAloes is to say, “You shall” and “You shall
not.” It can do no more. But grace gives us what ldw requires of us. The law says, “Make a new
heart.” Grace replies, “A new heart also, will ¥giyou, and a right spirit will | put within youThe
law says, “Keep My commandments.” And grace answ#isu shall keep My commandments and do
them.” Grace brings the Holy Spirit into the sowilvtork in us holy affections and a hatred of sid an
therefore what the law could not do, in that it wasak through the flesh, grace accomplishes fdyyus
its own almighty power.

Further, the law inspires no sentiment of love nve after all is the fulfilling of the law. If yoare
told you shall and you shall not, there is nothimghis to inspire love to the lawgiver. Law is dand
cold, like the two tables of Moses. Law does nange the heart or remove enmity. It tends rather th
other way. Law never excites enthusiasm for thatkis right. It is too stern and chill to toucheth
heart. Mere law does not even raise in a man’st laeligh ideal of what he ought to be. Look atldéie
galist, the man who hopes for salvation by the lagvJooks upon religion as a task in which he has n
delight. He is a bond slave and nothing more. Hesdis much or as little as he is forced to dohizut
heart is not in it. The men who think they havetkie law of God are evidently very far from under-
standing its meaning. They have a very poor ideth®fmind of God or they would not have thought
that they had fulfilled the will of God with suchpaor, miserable, hypocritical righteousness asshe
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The Pharisee thought he had kept the law, for stedatwice a week and paid tithes of all he pogskss
And yet the same man could go and swallow a widdwisse behind the door and do all sorts of abom-
inable actions. It is clear that he had formedackimgly low notion of true holiness. In fact, hadchde-
graded the law into a mere external ordinance wtook note of the outside of the cup and plattetr an
left the inside full of filthiness. But see whatge does. It fires a man with enthusiasm and sftsd
him a lofty idea of excellence. It causes him teelohe Lord and then it gives him a high idea afitgu
and holiness. Though he rises many grades beye@nBhhrisee, yet the believer cries, “I am not what
should be.” And if he becomes the most zealousse@mated man that ever lived, the law is still Imelyo
him and he still asks that he may be able to wsgréater heights of holiness and virtue. This grac
does, but this the law can never do.

The most pleasing service in the world is that Whi& done from motives of affection and not for
wages. The servant who only does his work for higip not valued like the old attached domestic who
nursed you when you were a boy and waited on yatlnef before you. No money can purchase such
service as he renders, it is so thoroughly heartymmompt. If you could not afford to pay his wages
would still stay with you. And if anything goes awhe puts up with it because he loves you. Yomepri
such a man above rubies. So it is with the chilGofl. The mere legalist does what he ought, craest|
thinks he does so. But as for heartiness and heaknows nothing of such things. The child of God,
with all his feebleness and his blunders, is farevaxcepted, for he does all he can out of pure énd
then cries, “I am an unprofitable servant. | has@elno more than was my duty to have done. Lord,
help me to do more.” God accepts heart servicehbatt service the law never did produce and never
will. The only true heart service in the world carfeom those who are not under the law, but under
grace and therefore, sin shall not have dominiar tivose who are not under the law. The spirihef t
world is legal and its wise men tell us that we trareach to people that they must be virtuous ey th
will go to hell, and we must hold out heaven asrthgard of morality. They believe in the princigé
chain and whip. But what comes of such doctrine@ mlore you preach it, the less virtue, the less obe
dience there is in the world. But when you preawte] the effect is very different—“Come,” says God,
“| forgive you freely. Trust My Son and | will saw®u outright, though in you there is nothing torine
My esteem. Accept My free favor and | will receiyeu graciously and love you freely.” This looks at
first sight, as if it gave a license to sin, butwhaoes it turn out? Why, this wondrous grace taking-
session of the human heart breeds love in retunichMove becomes the fountain of purity and holi-
ness, and such as receive it endeavor to perféoebks in the fear of God. Beloved, do not get uride
law, do not yield to legal threats or legal hopag, live under the free grace gospel. Let the niode
peals on your ear be no longer the thunder of Stia and live,” but let it be the sweet song addr
grace and dying love. Ah, ring those charming biebsn morn till eve. Let us hear their liquid music
again and again. Live and do, not do and live—natkwor salvation, but beingaved, work. Being al-
ready delivered, go forth and prove, by your grdteffections and zealous actions, what the grdce o
God has done for you. “Whoever believes in JesussClas everlasting life.” “He that believes asd i
baptized shall be saved, but he that believeshait Be damned.” Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ROMANS 5:6.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—911, 647, 646.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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