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“LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION”
NO. 1402

A SERMON
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Lead us not into temptation.”
Matthew 6:13.

LOOKING over a book of addresses to young peopteatiner day, | met with the outline of a dis-
course which struck me as being a perfect gemlligwie it to you. The text is the Lord’s prayenc
the exposition is divided into most instructive @iga“Our Father which are in heavem’thild away
from home. “Hallowed be Your name:& worshipper. “Your kingdom come:"a subject. “Your will be
done in earth, as it is in heave'servant. “Give us this day our daily breada’beggar. “And forgive
us our debts as we forgive our debtoessinner. “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver vsnh
evil:"—a sinner in danger of being a greater sinner till. The titles are in every case most appropriate
and truthfully condense the petition. Now if youlwemember the outline you will notice that theyr
er is like a ladder. The petitions begin at thedaod go downward. “Our Father which are in heavan:”
child, a child of the heavenly Father. Now, to behdd of God is the highest possible position @&m
“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowmsh us, that we should be called the sons of
God.” This is what Christ is—the Son of God, anduf@ather” is but a plural form of the very term
which He uses in addressing God, for Jesus sagshéFE” It is a very high, gracious, exalted pasifi
which by faith we dare to occupy when we intelliggrsay, “Our Father which are in heaven.” It is a
step down to the next—"“Hallowed be Your name.” Heghave a worshipper adoring with lowly rev-
erence the thrice holy God. A worshipper’s placa fggh one, but it attains not to the excellenicthe
child’s position. Angels come as high as being Wwimgers, their incessant song hallows the name of
God. But they cannot say, “Our Father,” “for untbigh of the angels has He said, ‘you are My son’?”
They must be content to be within one step of filgadst, but they cannot reach the summit, for eeith
by adoption, regeneration, nor by union to Chrrst they the children of God. “Abba, Father,” is for
men, not for angels and therefore, the worshipgi@egtence of the prayer is one step lower than the
opening, “Our Father.” The next petition is forassubjects, “Your kingdom come.” The subject comes
lower than the worshipper, for worship is an eledagdngagement wherein man exercises priesthood and
is seen in lowly but honorable estate. The childships and then confesses the Great Father’s yoyalt
Descending still, the next position is that of avaet, “Your will be done in earth, as it is in kea.”
That is another step lower than a subject, for Majesty the Queen has many subjects who are not her
servants. They are not bound to wait upon her & phlace with personal service though they
acknowledge her as their honored sovereign. Dukdssach like are her subjects, but not her servants
The servant is a grade below the subject.

Everyone will admit that the next petition is lowsy far, for it is that of a beggar—“Give us this
day our daily bread.”—A beggar for bread—an eveyydaggar—one who has continually to appeal to
charity, even for his livelihood. This is a fit pfor us to occupy who owe our all to the chaaty
heaven. But there is a step lower than the beggadsthat is the sinner’s place. “Forgive” is lovlean
“give.” “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our tteb.” Here too, we may each one take up his posi-
tion, for no word better befits our unworthy ligsah the prayer, “Forgive.” As long as we live anmd s
we ought to weep and cry, “Have mercy on us, O 'ofshd now, at the very bottom of the ladder
stands a sinner, afraid of yet greater sin, inegé danger and in conscious weakness, sensibkesof p
sin and fearful of it for the future. Hear him aghatrembling lip he cries in the words of our tefttead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”

And yet, dear friends, though | have thus descrthedorayer as a going downward, downward is, in
matters of grace, much the same as upward, as we @adily show if time permitted. At any rate the
going down process of the prayer might equally weistrate the advance of the divine life in tlolk
The last clause of the prayer contains in it a de@pvard experience than the earlier part of viery
believer is a child of God, a worshipper, a subjactervant, a beggar and a sinner. But it is netye
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man who perceives the allurements which beset tiirhis own tendency to yield to them. It is not-eve
ry child of God, even when advanced in years, whaws the full meaning of being led into temptation.
For some follow an easy path and are seldom bufffetied others are such tender babes that theyyhardl
know their own corruptions. To fully understand d¢ext a man should have had sharp brushes in the
wars and have done battle against the enemy whikisoul for many a day. He, who has escaped as by
the skin of his teeth, offers this prayer with ampdasis of meaning. The man who has felt the fdsvler
net about him—the man who has been seized by trersaty and almost destroyed—he prays with hot
eagerness, “Lead us not into temptation.”
| purpose at this time, in trying to commend thigyer to you, to notice, first of alhe spirit which
suggests such a petition; secondly the trials which such a prayer deprecates, and then thirdlythe les-
sons which it teaches.
I. WHAT SUGGESTS SUCH A PRAYER AS THIS?—*“Lead us niotoi temptation.” First, from
the position of the clause, | gather, by a sliglasoning process, that it is suggestedvatchfulness.
This petition follows after the sentence, “Forgiveour debts.” | will suppose the petition to hdeen
answered and the man’s sin is forgiven. What thepGu will look back upon your own lives, you will
soon perceive what generally happens to a pardoraeqd for “As in water face answers to face, so the
heart of man to man.” One believing man’s innerezignce is like another’s and your own feelings are
the same as mine. Very speedily after the penitastreceived forgiveness and has the sense ohis in
soul, he is tempted of the devil, for Satan cam®atr to lose his subjects. And when he sees thess cr
the border and escape out of his hand, he gatipeadi his forces and exercises all his cunningpé-
haps, he may slay them at once. To meet this dssault the Lord makes the heart watchful. Percei
ing the ferocity and subtlety of Satan’s temptadicime new-born believer, rejoicing in the perfeat-
don he has received, cries to God, “Lead us nott@mnptation.” It is the fear of losing the joy joér-
doned sin which thus cries out to the good Lord—‘®ather, do not suffer us to lose the salvation we
have so lately obtained. Do not even subject jeapardy. Do not permit Satan to break our newfound
peace. We have but newly escaped, do not plunge the deeps again. “Swimming to shore, some on
boards and some on broken pieces of the ship, we d@ne safely to land, do not let us tempt the-boi
terous main again. Cast us not upon the roughwsllany more. O God we see the enemy advancing, he
is ready, if he can, to sift us as wheat. Do nlaivalus to be put into his sieve, but deliver us, pray
You.” It is a prayer of watchfulness and mark ythgugh we have spoken of watchfulness as necessary
at the commencement of the Christian life, it isiaty needful even to the close. There is no haur i
which a believer can afford to slumber. Watch, dypyou, when you are alone, for temptation, like a
creeping assassin, has its dagger for solitarythiedou must bolt and bar the door well if you wabul
keep out the devil. Watch yourself in public, femptations in troops cause their arrows to fly by.d
The choicest companions you can select will nawieout some evil influence upon you unless you are
on your guard. Remember our blessed Master's wovdbsat | say unto you | say unto all, Watch,” and
as you watch, this prayer will often rise from yaumost heart—
“From dark temptation’s power,
From Satan’s wiles defend.
Deliver in the evil hour,
And guide me to the end.”

It is the prayer of watchfulness.

Next, it seems to me to be the natural prayenaby horror at the very thought of falling into sin
again. | remember the story of a pitman who, having begnoas blasphemer, a man of licentious life
and everything that was bad, when converted byndigrace, was terribly afraid lest his old compasio
should lead him back again. He knew himself to bweam of strong passions and very apt to be led
astray by others and therefore, in his dread afddrawn into his old sins, he prayed most vehelyent
that sooner than ever he should go back to hisvalg, he might die. He did die then and there. &®h
it was the best answer to the best prayer thapdioe man could have offered. | am sure any man who
has once lived an evil life, if the wondrous graéeGod has snatched him from it, will agree tha th
pitman’s prayer was not one whit too enthusiastics better for us to die at once than to live aod
return to our first estate and bring dishonor ugmname of Jesus Christ our Lord. The prayer befor
us springs from the shrinking of the soul at thistfapproach of the tempter. The footstep of teadi
falls on the startled ear of the timid penitent. dilevers like an aspen leaf and cries out, “Whatfd
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coming again? And is it possible that | may faldim® And may | once more defile these garments with
that loathsome murderous sin which slew my Lord?y0God,” the prayer seems to say, “keep me from
so dire an evil. Lead me, | pray You, where You-wes, even through death’s dark valley, but do not
lead me into temptation, lest | fall and dishonauY The burnt child dreads the fire. He, who haseo
been caught in the steel trap, carries the scdnssifiesh and is horribly afraid of being held agdy

its cruel teeth.

The third feeling, also, is very apparent, nameigekness of personal strength. The man who feels
himself strong enough for anything is daring anéreinvites the battle which will prove his power.
“Oh,” he says, “l don't care. They may gather abmet who will. | am quite able to take care of mysel
and hold my own against any number.” He is readyetéed into conflict. He courts the fray. Not ke t
man who has been taught of God and has learnedlnmsyveakness. He does not want to be tried, but
seeks quiet places where he may be out of harnmys R him into the battle and he will play the man
Let him be tempted and you will see how steadfaswill be. But he does not ask for conflict, as, |
think, few soldiers will, who know what fighting raes. Surely it is only those who have never smelt
gunpowder, or seen corpses heaped in bloody masseach other, that are so eager for the shot and
shell. But your veteran would rather enjoy the pgptimes of peace. No experienced believer ever de-
sires spiritual conflict, though perhaps some raeruits may challenge it. In the Christian a resxiibn
of his previous weakness—his broken resolutions,uimkept promises—makes him pray that he may
not be severely tested in the future. He does ai tb trust himself again. He wants no fight vttan
or with the world. He asks that, if possible, heyrba kept from those severe encounters. His prayer
“Lead us not into temptation.” The wise believepw a sacred fear—no, | think | may say an utter
despair of himself. And even though he knows thatgower of God is strong enough for anything, yet
is the sense of his weakness so heavy upon hinlhéhbegs to be spared too much trial. Hence the cry
“Lead us not into temptation.”

Nor have | quite exhausted, | think, the phasdb®f®pirit which suggests this prayer, for it se¢éms
me to arise somewhat out dfarity. “Charity?” you say. “How so?” Well, the connectiaalways to
be observed, and by reading the preceding senteramnection with it, we get the words, “as we-for
give our debtors, and lead us not into temptatidvié’ should not be too severe with those persons who
have done wrong and have offended us, but prayd;Llead us not into temptation.” Your maid serv-
ant, poor girl, did take a trifle from your propert make no excuse for her theft, but | beseeah, yo
pause awhile before you quite ruin her charactelifia Ask yourself, “Might not | have done thensa
had | been in her position? Lord, lead me not tatoptation.” It is true, it was very wrong of thatung
man to deal so dishonestly with your goods. Stdly know, he was under great pressure from a strong
hand and only yielded from compulsion. Do not be severe. Do not say, “I will push the matter
through, 1 will call the law on him.” No, but wagwhile. Let pity speak; let mercy’s silver voiceatl
with you. Remember yourself, lest you, also, bepteh, and pray, “Lead us not into temptation.” | am
afraid that badly as some behave under temptadihvers of us might have dome@rse if we had been
there. | like, if | can, to form a kind judgmenttbie erring. And it helps me to do so when | imagimy-
self to have been subject to their trials and teeHaoked at things from their point of view, andhiave
been in their circumstances and to have nothingefrace of God to help me. Would not | have falle
as badly as they have done, or even gone beyondithevil? May not the day come, to you who show
no mercy, in which you may have to ask mercy farrgelves? Did | say—may it not come to you? No,
it must come to you. When leaving all below you will haeetake a retrospective view of your life and
see much to mourn over. To what can you appeal therto the mercy of God? And what if He should
answer you, “An appeal was madeymr mercy and you had none. As you rendered unto sittser
will I render unto you.” What answer would you haf/&od were to treat you so? Would not such an
answer be just and right? Should not every mandetip his own coin when he stands at the judgment
seat? So | think that this prayer, “Lead us nod ii@mptation,” should often spring up from the hear
through a charitable feeling towards others whaehaved, who are of the same flesh and blood as our
selves. Now, whenever you see the drunkard reeltjtr the streets, do not glory over him, but say,
“Lead us not into temptation.” When you take dowa papers and read that men of position have be-
trayed their trust for gold, condemn their cond@igou will, but do not exult in your own steadfasss,
rather cry in all humility, “Lead us not into tenagibn.” When the poor girl seduced from the paths o
virtue comes across your way, look not on her whth scorn that would give her up to destructior, bu
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say, “Lead us not into temptation.” It would teachmilder and gentler ways with sinful men and wom-
en if this prayer were as often in our hearts asupon our lips.

Once more, do you not think that this prayer bresitie spirit otonfidence—confidence in God?
“Why,” says one, “I do not see that.” To me—I knowt whether | shall be able to convey my
thought—to me there is a degree of very tenderlfarnty and sacred boldness in this expression. Of
course God will lead me now that | am His child. istaver, now that He has forgiven me, | know that
He will not lead me where | can come to any harm.fdth ought to know and believe this, and yet for
several reasons there rises to my mind a fearHesprovidence should conduct me where | shall be
tempted. Is that fear right or wrong? It burdensmud. May | go with it to my God? May | express in
prayer this misgiving of soul? May | pour out thisxiety before the great, wise, loving God? Wihat
be impertinent? No, it will not, for Jesus puts therds into my mouth and says, “After this manner
pray.” You are afraid that He may lead you into pé¢ation, but He will not do so. Or should He see fi
to try you, He will also afford you strength to Hajut to the end. He will be pleased in His ingniber-
cy, to preserve you. Where He leads it will be gettfy safe for you to follow, for His presence will
make the deadliest air to become healthful. Butesinstinctively you have a dread lest you showd b
conducted where the fight will be too stern andwlag, too rough, tell it to your heavenly Fathethwi
out reserve. You know at home, if a child has atthe Icomplaint against his father, it is alwaydtbe
for him to tell it. If he thinks that his father erlooked him the other day, or half thinks that tidek his
father has given him is too severe, or fancieshiigafather is expecting too much of him—if he does
say anything at all about it, he may sulk and loeeh of the loving tenderness which a child’s heart
should always feel. But when the child frankly saysather, | do not want you to think that | do not
love you or that | cannot trust you, but | haveaublous thought in my mind and | will tell it righ
straight out”™—that is the wisest course to follomdahows a filial trust. That is the way to keeplaye
and confidence. So if you have a suspicion in ysoul that perhaps your Father might put you into
temptation too strong for you, tell it to Him. Tetlto Him though it seems taking a great liberty.
Though the fear may be the fruit of unbelief, yetka it known to your Lord, and do not harbor it-sul
lenly. Remember, the Lord’s prayer was not madeHion, but for you and therefore, it reads matters
from your standpoint and not from His. Our Lordisyer is not for our Lord. It is for us, His chidr.
And children say to their fathers ever so manyggiwhich it is quite proper for them to say, butickh
are not wise and accurate after the measure aof phaeents’ knowledge. Their father knows what their
hearts mean and yet there may be a good deal inthéya say which is foolish or mistaken. So | look
upon this prayer as exhibiting that blessed clk@tonfidence which tells its father a fear whicieges
it whether that fear is altogether correct or lB#loved, we need not debate here the question eheth
God does lead into temptation or not, or whetherceve fall from Grace or not. It is enough that we
have a fear and we are permitted to tell our Fathéeaven about it. Whenever you have a fear gf an
kind, hurry off with it to Him who loves His littl@nes, and like a father, pities them and soothies e
their needless alarms.

Thus have | shown that the spirit which suggestsghayer is that of watchfulness, of holy horror a
the very thought of sin, of meekness of our owargith, of charity towards others and of confideince
God.

II. Secondly, let us ask, WHAT ARE THESE TEMPTATIONS VW THE PRAYER DEPRE-
CATES? Or rather, what are these trials which armsch feared?

| do not think the prayer is intended at all to &s#d to spare us from being afflicted for our gomd,
to save us from being made to suffer as a chastiser®f course we should be glad to escape those
things, but the prayer aims at another form of @rad may be paraphrased thus—“Save me, O Lord,
from such trials and sufferings as may lead me simoSpare me from too great trials, lest | fglltbeir
overcoming my patience, my faith, or my steadfesdrie

Now, as briefly as | can, | will show you how memyrbe led into temptation by the hand of God.
And the first isby the withdrawal of divine grace. Suppose for a moment—it is only a supposition—
suppose the Lord were to leave us altogether? Wedwaerish speedily. But suppose—and this is not a
barren supposition—that He were in some measutak®away His strength from us, should we not be
in an evil case? Suppose He did not support oth.f¥hat unbelief we would exhibit. Suppose He re-
fused to support us in the time of trial so thatnedonger maintained our integrity, what would b@e
of us? Ah, the most upright man would not be ugrighg, nor the most holy, holy any more. Suppose,
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dear friend—you who walk in the light of God’s céemance and bear life’s yoke so easily because He
sustains you—suppose His presence were withdrawmn you, what would your portion be? We are all
so like Samson in this matter that | must bring Imnas the illustration, though he has often bessdu
for that purpose by others. So long as the locksuofhead are unshorn we can do anything and every-
thing. We can tear lions apart, carry gates of Gamhsmite the armies of the alien. It is by thard
consecrating mark that we are strong in the powéti® might. But if the Lord is once withdrawn and
we attempt the work alone, then, are we weak aginliest insect. When the Lord has departed from
you, O Samson, what are you more than another mhef the cry, “The Philistines are upon you,
Samson,” is the end of all your glory. You do vgishake those lusty limbs of yours. Now you will
have your eyes put out and the Philistines will enggort of you. In view of a like catastrophe weyma
well be in an agony of supplication. Pray then, rt,deave me not and lead me not into temptation by
taking your Spirit from me.—

“Keep us, Lord, oh keep us ever,

Vain our hope if left by Thee!

We are yours, oh leave us never,

Till your face in heaven we see.

There to praise you

Through a bright eternity.

All our strength at once would fail us,

If deserted, Lord, by Thee.

Nothing then could anything avail us,

Certain our defeat would be.

Those who hate us

From then on their desire would see.”

Another set of temptations will be found pnovidential conditions. The words of Agur, the son of
Jakeh, shall be my illustration here. “Remove fanf me vanity and lies, give me neither poverty nor
riches, feed me with food convenient for me, leisé ifull and deny You, and say, Who is the Lord? Or
lest | be poor and steal, and take the name of otyi® vain.” Some of us have never known what actu-
al need means, but have from our youth up livesoitial comfort. Ah, dear friends, when we see what
extreme poverty has made some men do, how do we Kmat we would not have behaved even worse
if we had been as sorely pressed as they? We miaghwelder and say, “Lord, when | see poor families
crowded together in one little room, where thersaarcely space to observe common decency, when |
see hardly bread enough to keep the children fronmg for hunger, when | see the man’s garments
wearing out upon his back and by far too thin tegkeut the cold, | pray You subject me not to such
trial, lest if | were in such a case | might puttfomy hand and steal. Lead me not into the tengpiaif
pining need.”

And on the other hand, look at the temptations ohey when men have more to spend than they
can possibly need, and there is around them, atyoshich tempts them into racing, gambling, whore-
dom and all manner of iniquities. The young man Wwhe a fortune before he reaches years of discre-
tion and is surrounded by flatterers and temptirsager to plunder him, do you wonder that hest$ |
into vice and becomes a ruined man morally? Likela galleon waylaid by pirates, he is never out of
danger. Is it a marvel that he never reaches thegpsafety? Women tempt him, men flatter himeuvil
messengers of the devil fawn upon him and the yaingleton goes after them like an ox to the
slaughter, or as a bird hastens to the snare am<knot that it is for his life. You may very wélank
heaven you never knew the temptation, for if itevput in your way you would also be in sore péfil.
riches and honor allure you, follow not eagerlyathem, but pray, “Lead us not into temptation.”

Providential positions often try men. There is annvary much pushed for ready money in busi-
ness—how shall he meet that heavy bill? If he dmgsneet it, there will be desolation in his familye
mercantile concern from which he now draws hisnlivivill be broken up, everybody will be ashamed
of him. His children will be outcasts and he widl luined. He has only to use a sum of trust moHey.
has no right to risk a penny of it, for it is nas,Hout still by its temporary use he may perh#gs, over
the difficulty. The devil tells him he can put iadk in a week. If he touches that money it willdbeo-
guish action, but then he says, “Nobody will bethyr it and it will be a wonderful accommodation,”
and so on. If he yields to the suggestion andhhmegtgoes right, there are some who would say, ftWel
after all, there was not much harm in it and it egsrudent step, for it saved him from ruin.” Bliti
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goes wrong and he is found out, then everybody, Séiywas a shameful robbery. The man ought to be
put in prison.” But, brethren, the action was wrangtself and the consequences neither make tebet
nor worse. Do not bitterly condemn, but pray agaid again, “Lead us not into temptation. Lead us no
into temptation.” You see, God does put men intthguositions in providence at times that they are s
verely tried. It is for their good that they areett, and when they can stand the trial they magHisy
grace, and they become stronger men. The testdmditial uses when it can be borne and God there-
fore, does not always screen His children fron®iir heavenly Father has never meant to cuddle us up
and keep us out of temptation, for that is no pathe system which He has wisely arranged foremlir
ucation. He does not mean us to be babies in gasiall our lives. He made Adam and Eve in the gar-
den and He did not put an iron fence round the afdenowledge and say, “You cannot get at it.” No,
He warned them not to touch the fruit, but theyldaeach the tree if they would. He meant that they
should have the possibility of attaining the digrof voluntary fidelity if they remained steadfaBit
they lost it by their sin. And God means in His n@wation, not to shield His people from every kaid
test and trial, for that were to breed hypocrited & keep even the faithful weak and dwarfish. The
Lord does sometimes, put the chosen where theyriate and we do right to pray, “Lead us not into
temptation.”

And there are temptations arising oufpbysical conditions. There are some men who are very mor-
al in character because they are in good healtd.tAere are other men who are very bad who, | do no
doubt, if we knew all about them, should have sdittie leniency shown them because of the unhappy
conformation of their constitution. Why, there amany people to whom to be cheerful and to be gener-
ous is no effort whatever, while there are othelns weed to labor hard to keep themselves from despa
and misanthropy. Diseased livers, palpitating fseartd injured brains are hard things to struggle
against. Does that poor old lady complain? Shednfs had rheumatism thirty years and yet she now
and then murmurs! How would you be if you felt pains for thirty minutes? | have heard of a man
who complained of everybody. When He came to di thie doctors opened his skull they found a
close fitting brain-box and that the man suffeneaht an irritable brain. Did not that account fograat
many of his hard speeches? | do not mention thegtera to excuse sin, but to make you and myself
treat such people as gently as we can, and prayd;ldo not give me such a brain-box and do not let
me have such rheumatisms or such pains, becausesupgb a rack | may be much worse than they.
Lead us not into temptation.”

So, againmental conditions often furnish great temptations. When a man besatepressed he be-
comes tempted. Those among us, who rejoice mutén sink about as much as we rise. And when
everything looks dark around us, Satan is sureitteghe occasion to suggest despondency. Godiforbi
that we should excuse ourselves, but, dear brgpingy, that you are not led into this temptatiorrh@ps
if you were as much a subject of nervousness aridngj of spirit as the friend you blame for melan-
choly, you might be more blameworthy than he. Tfogeepity rather than condemn.

And on the other hand, when the spirits are exi#al and the heart is ready to dance for joy, it is
very easy for levity to step in and for words todpeken amiss. Pray the Lord not to let you rishigh
or sink so low as to be led into evil. “Lead us mbb temptation,” must be our hourly prayer.

Further than this, there are temptations arisirtigobpersonal associations, which are formed for us
in the order of providence. We are bound to shuha®mpany, but there are cases in which, without
fault on their part, persons are made to assowidte bad characters. | may bring up the pious child
whose father is a swearer. And the godly womae)yatonverted, whose husband remains a swearer
and blasphemes the name of Christ. It is the saittewarkmen who have to labor in workshops where
lewd fellows at every half-dozen words let fall @ath and pour forth that filthy language which dtsc
us each day more and more. | think that in Londanveorking people talk more filthily than they ever
did, at least | hear more of it as | pass alongawse in the street. Well, if persons are obligeadrk in
such shops, or to live in such families, there raye times when under the lash of jest and snekr an
sarcasm the heart may be a little dismayed antbtigue may refuse to speak for Christ. Such alen
and cowardice are not to be excused, yet do naucenyour brother, but say, “Lord, lead me not into
temptation.” How do you know that you would be kel Peter quailed before a talkative maid, and you
may be cowed by a woman’s tongue. The worst temoptahat | know of, for a young Christian, is to
live with a hypocrite—a man so sanctified and desnitvat the young heart, deceived by appearances,
fully trusts him while the wretch is false at heantd rotten in life. And such wretches there ar®,wh
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with the pretense and affectation of sanctimonieasrwill do deeds at which we might weep tears of
blood. Young people are frightfully staggered amthgnof them become deformed for life in their spir-
itual characteristics through associating with sbheings as these. When you see faults caused by suc
common but horrible causes, say to yourself, “Légdd me not into temptation. | thank You for godly
parents and for Christian associations and forygegamples. But what might | have been if | hadnbee
subjected to the very reverse? If evil influencasl louched me when, like a vessel | was upon the
wheel, | might have exhibited even grosser failittgs those which | now see in others.”

Thus | might continue to urge you to pray, deagrfds, against various temptations. But let me say
the Lord has for some men, vesggecial tests, such as may be seen in the case of Abraham. Hs giv
him a son in his old age and then says to him, &ETa&w your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you
love, and offer him for a burnt-offering.” You wilo right to pray, “Lord, lead me not into sucleep-
tation as that. | am not worthy to be so tried. d@hnot so test me.” | have known some Christiahs si
down and calculate whether they could have actatieapatriarch did. It is very foolish, dear brathe
and sisters. When you are called upon to do it, wlube enabled to make the same sacrifice, by the
grace of God. But, if you are not called upon tatdwhy should the power be given? Shall God'sgra
be left unused? Your strength shall be equal to gay, but it shall not exceed it. | would have ysk
to be spared the sterner tests.

Another instance is to be seen in Job. God gaveoyebto Satan with a limit, and you know how
Satan tormented him and tried to overwhelm hinany man were to pray, “Lord, try me like Job,” it
would be a very unwise prayer. “Oh, but | couldasepatient as he,” you say. You are the very mam wh
would yield to bitterness and curse your God. Tla who could best exhibit the patience of Job will
be the first, according to his Lord’s bidding, fenily to pray, “Lead us not into temptation.” Dear
friends, we are to be prepared for trial if Godlsvit, but we are not to court it, but are ratheiptay
against it even as our Lord Jesus, though readyind the bitter cup, yet in agony, exclaimed, itlfs
possible, let this cup pass from Me.” Trials sougftér are not such as the Lord has promised tsble
No true child asks for the rod.

To put my meaning in a way which it will be cleaggen, let me tell an old story. | have read in his
tory that two men were condemned to die as maitytee burning days of Queen Mary. One of them
boasted very loudly to his companion of his coniicethat he should play the man at the stake. #le di
not mind the suffering. He was so grounded in thepgl that he knew he should never deny it. He said
that he longed for the fatal morning even as aebfat the wedding. His companion in prison in the
same chamber was a poor trembling soul, who cooicand would not deny his Master, but he told his
companion, he was very much afraid of the fire.sdil he had always been very sensitive of suffering
and he was in great dread that when he began g the pain might cause him to deny his Master. He
begged his friend to pray for him and he spenttini® very much in weeping over his weakness and
crying to God for strength. The other continualpuked him and chided him for being so unbelieving
and weak. When they came to the stake, he who &éad &0 bold recanted at the sight of the fire and
went back, shamefully to an apostate’s life, whike poor trembling man whose prayer had been, “Lead
me not into temptation,” stood firm as a rock, pirag and magnifying God as he was burnt to a cinder
Weakness is our strength and our strength is weskii&ry unto God that He try you not beyond your
strength and in the shrinking tenderness of yomscimus weakness, breathe out the prayer, “Lead us
not into temptation.” Then if He does lead you ittite conflict, His Holy Spirit will strengthen yand
you will be brave as a lion before the adversahouigh trembling and shrinking within yourself befor
the throne of God, you could confront the very dawd all the hosts of hell without one ounce alrfe
It may seem strange, but so is the case.

lll. And now | conclude with the last head—THE LESSONBIGH THIS PRAYER TEACHES. |
have not time to enlarge. | will just throw thent guthe rough.

The first lesson from the prayer, “Lead us not itémptation,” is thishever boast of your own
strength. Never say, “Oh, | shall never fall into such fadliand sins. They may try me, but they will find
more than a match in me.” Let not him that putshemharness boast as though he were taking it off.
Never indulge one thought of congratulation asdarystrength. You have no power of your own. You
are as weak as water. The devil has only to toochity the right place and you will run accordinghie
will. Only let a loose stone or two be moved and yall soon see that the feeble building of youmow
natural virtue will come down at a run. Never cderhptation by boasting your own capacity.
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The next thing isnever desiretrial. Does anybody ever do that? Yes. | heard onetBayther day
that God had so prospered him for years that heafvagl he was not a child of God, for he found tha
God’s children were chastised and therefore, hesiiwished to be afflicted. Dear brothers and sste
do not wish for that. You will meet with trouble@oenough. If | were a little boy at home, | do not
think | should say to my brother, because he haah beéhipped, “I am afraid | am not my father’s child
and fear that he does not love me because | asmmatting under the rod. | wish he would whip mé jus
to let me know his love.” No, no child would ever §0 stupid. We must not for any reason desireto b
afflicted or tried, but must pray, “Lead us nowinémptation.”

The next thought ispever go into temptation. The man who prays “Lead us not into temptation,”
and then goes into it, is a liar before God. Whatypocrite a man must be who utters this prayer and
then goes off to the theater. How false he is, offiers this prayer and then stands at the bardainéts
and talks with depraved men and showy women. “Lesadot into temptation,” is shameful profanity
when it comes from the lips of men who resort tacpk of amusement whose moral tone is bad. “Oh,”
you say, “you should not tell us of such things.hywhot? Some of you do them and | am bold to rebuke
evil wherever it is found and shall do so whilestlongue can move. There is a world of hypocrisy
about. People go to church and say, “Lead us not@mptation,” and then they know where temptation
is to be found and they go straight toYibu need not ask the Lord not to lead you there; Henwdhing
to do with you. The devil and you, between you, wd far enough without mocking God with your
hypocritical prayers. The man who goes into sirfwil with his eyes open and then bends his knees
and says half-a-dozen times over in his church wumd8y morning “Lead us not into temptation,” is a
hypocrite without a mask. Let him take that homaitaself and believe that | mean to be persondi wit
him and to such barefaced hypocrites as he.

The last word is, if you pray God not to lead yatoitemptationdo not lead others there. Some
seem to be singularly forgetful of the effect odithexample, for they will do evil things in thegsence
of their children and those who look up to themwNopray you consider that by ill example you de-
stroy others as well as yourself. Do nothing, merderothers and sisters, of which you need to be
ashamed, or which you would not wish others toatsit Do the right thing at all times and do not let
Satan make a “cat’s paw” of you to destroy the sadilothers. Do you pray, “Lead us not into tempta-
tion”? Then do not lead your children there. They iavited during the festive season to such-araisu
a family party where there will be everything butat will benefit their spiritual growth or even the
good morals. Do not allow them to go. Put your fdotvn. Be steadfast about it. Having once prayed,
“Lead us not into temptation,” act not the hypaebly allowing your children to go into it.

God bless these words to us. May they sink intosouls and if any feel that they have sinned, oh
that they may now ask forgiveness through the puscblood of Christ and find it by faith in Him.
When they have obtained mercy, let their next dds& that they may be kept in the future from signi
as they did before and therefore, let them pragatius not into temptation.” God bless you.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—MATTHEW 6:1 -24.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—23 (VERSE 3), 1001, 668.
Adapted froniThe C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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