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“And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offendeie.”
Matthew 11:6.

THE connection of the passage assists us in feégbnigrce. John had sent his disciples to ask the
Master whether He was, indeed, the Messiah. Theo&after giving abundant proof that He was the
sent one who had long been promised, then adds] bessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in
Me.” Had John begun to suspect a stumbling bloctefarence to the Nazarene? Did he question if so
lowly a Person could, indeed, be the promised €htiad he expected Messiah to be a glorious prince
with an earthly kingdom? Was he staggered to fimasklf in prison under Herod’s power? Was John,
himself in doubt and did the Savior, therefore,, s8jessed is he who is not made to stumble conrcern
ing anything about Me”? There have been many suggssas to why John sent his disciples and, per-
haps, we shall never know, seeing it did not pléaseé to leave it on record. Some have said hetbent
messengers for his own sake, for he was then wntienting fit of unbelief. | hardly think so anety it
is possible, for John was an Elijah-like man—a ro&stern iron mold, and such men are apt to have
occasional sinking of a terrible sort. With mosttbé children of God, their weakness is most seen
where their strength lies. Elijah failed in courdlgeugh he was one of the most courageous of men. A
ter he had slain the priests of Baal, he was afsh@ woman—afraid of Jezebel, and fled to hide-him
self. He said, “Let me die. | am no better thanfatiiers.” It seems to be a law of nature that theng-
est men should have the worst fits of weaknesstiMauther’s life is remarkable as illustratingshHe
fainted as few men ever fainted—his despair, onesoatasions, was almost equal to his confidence at
other times. So it is possible that John, beinthat class of men, after having boldly confrontestddi
and declaring, “It is not lawful for you to haveuwrdorother’s wife,” may have fainted in spirit whba
found himself shut up in prison with no known andnifiest token of Messiah’s kingdom coming. Pris-
on may have been a severe trial to the BaptistaWall affected by the atmosphere in which we twel
Today has been a very heavy day to many a spicduse the atmosphere has been loaded with damp
and smoke. | believe that there is more thanla titith in the rhyme—

“Heaviest the heart is
In a heavy air,

Every wind that rises
Blows away despair.”

Now John the Baptist, after living in the wilderses the open air by the riverside, must havedelt
strange difference when he was shut up in the clogeressive dungeon of Herod, and the body may
have helped to act upon the soul. And so the naftdr its extraordinary tension in the great ser\m@
which John was called, may have been dragged dgwiebhalf-stifled body till faith began to tremble
And so it may be that John, for his own satisfaGtiound it necessary to ask, “Are You He that $thou
come, or do we look for another?” If so, the Sawwetl said, “Blessed is he that is not offended/ie,”
for, after all, notwithstanding his severe trialdadeep depression, John was not really offended in
Christ. He was not actually scandalized becaugbeof.ord whose forerunner he had been, but he held
on to his testimony and sealed it with his deatles8ed is his memory as that of one who was not of-
fended in Christ.

Others, however, think that John sent these desipbt at all for his own sake, but for theirs. fTha
strikes me as being the more probable. He wishadatesfer them from himself to his Lord and he,
therefore, bade them go and inquire for themseMedelt that the answer which Jesus would be &ure
give would be the best means of convincing thenh ey ought to follow the servant no longer, but
cast in their lot with his Master. Our Lord, af@rowing that He was indeed, the Messiah, by working
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miracles in their presence and preaching the gptpet said to them, “And blessed is he who isafiot
fended in Me. You see Me here despised and rejedtecn, notwithstanding that | work miracles. You
see that | am called Beelzebub and treated withutim®st scorn. You shall be blessed if, believing M
to be the Christ of God, you follow Me without bgistaggered at anything you see, or annoyed at any-
thing you are called to bear for My sake.”

Whatever may have been John’s motive, the text Witlist, serve us for a useful purpose. May we
be among the number of those who are blessed lewaiare not offended in Christ. And let us now
look at various characters that we may know to Wwiclass we belong.

First, there are some who are so offended with Christ that they never accept Him as their Savior at
all. Secondly, there is another class of persams after professing to accept Him and apparently cast-
ing intheir lot with Him, are, after all, scandalized. They find stumbling blocks and go back and forsake
the way which they professed to tread. But theindlth there are others who, by the grace of Gakk
Christ as He is with all their hearts and are not offended in Him, and these are they that are blessed in
very deed, and shall enter into eternal blessedndssaven.

|. First, then, | shall try to speak and God help mspeak effectually, TO SOME WHO ARE SO
OFFENDED IN CHRIST THAT THEY NEVER TRUST HIM AT ALL OR ACCEPT HIM AS
THEIR SAVIOR. Let us tell the reasons why some rdemot receive Christ and are offended in Him.
O that the Spirit of God may drive these unreastenadasons from their souls and lead them to Jesus.

Some in His own day were offended with Him becanfsthne humbleness of His appearance. They
said, “He is the son of a carpenter. His father ldisdmother we know and His brothers, are theyatiot
with us? When Messiah comes, we know not from wikéges, but as for this man, we know from
where He is.” He came among them as a mere pedsantore the ordinary raiment of the people. A
garment without seam, woven from the top throughsetved His purpose. No soft raiment and gor-
geous apparel decorated and distinguished Him.itHaat affect any dignity. He came with no chariot
and horses and pomp of a prince. He was meek avig. I&ven in the grandest day of His triumph, He
rode upon a colt, the foal of an ass, and theretbey said, “Is this the Son of David? Is this Kiag,
the glorious one of whom prophets spoke in ageg tmne by?” And so they were scandalized and of-
fended in Him because there was a lack of thahlyaglory and splendor for which they had looked.
Men feel the same today. There are some who waul@Hristians, but then Christianity must be a very
respectable thing. And if the truth is to be fomrdong poor people, well, then, the truth may be for
them, for they will not go with them to hear a plaireacher and mix with common people. If truth
walks the streets in silver slippers, then theyndomind acknowledging it and walking with it, bbiit
toils in rags through the back streets and by mathways, then they say, “I pray you have me ex-
cused.” The religion of Jesus Christ never was,avar can be, the religion of this present evil ldior
He has chosen a people out of the world who belteweit the world itself has always hated it. Diok
our Lord tell us (John 14:17), concerning the $pifitruth, that the world cannot receive Him besmit
sees Him not, neither knows Him? Whenever you &neligion which unites itself with pomp, show
and worldly power, if there is any truth in it dk & has, at any rate, deteriorated from the déad of its
purity and is not according to the mind of ChrBiit there are some who are so fond of everythiag) th
is fashionable—everything that is great and famotiat- if the Lord Jesus Christ is despised and re-
jected of men, they despise and reject Him too.lAt,| hope that | address some to whom the Losd ha
given a nobler spirit. | hope some men and womerhare tonight, who will never reject the truth be-
cause it is unfashionable, or refuse to follow €hbecause He is despised. No, but the noble spy#,

“Is it right? Then | will espouse it. Is it true’h@n | will believe it in the name of God. Thoughmay
mean poverty and shame, yet that is the side oohwhwill enlist.” There is a nobler chivalry thad
the chivalry of war. It is the chivalry of the he#rat dares be nailed to the cross with Chrisheothan
turn aside to seek flowery pathways and followtilaél of the serpent. Yet many reject Christ beeaus
of the humbleness of His exterior. Who is on thedi®side and will dare declare it before a scaffin
world?

Again, there are others who reject Him becausthefewness of His followers. They like to go
where many go and they say, “Well, but there arkegothat go that way, | do not wish to be singtilar
Yet every honest heart must admit that truth codder yet be decided by votes, for, as a ruleast h
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been in the minority. If we are to count heads wesingo to the Pope, or the Sultan, or the BrahFon.
my part | think that a minority of one with Chrisst stronger than a majority of fifty millions agatn
Him, for Christ, the Son of God, in His own perseams up a total greater than all the multitudes th
ever can be against Him. There are some who quigef that our Lord has said, “Broad is the way tha
leads to destruction and many there are which gbahway.” And again, “Strait is the gate and oarr

is the way which leads unto life, and few therethsd find it.” The way that leads to eternal lifepugh

it is the King’s highway, is often, as little fregputed as a country lane. If you must be on the Gidiee
majority, then you will certainly be on the sideddadly error unless there should come some happier
times, when the Lord has more greatly increasechtimeber of His people than at the present. May you
be spared to see such days, but those days hawemetas yet. And if you will not go with the Lord
until the multitudes are with Him, you will perigt your sin. Do not, | pray, stumble at Him becaate
this.

Some are offended with Christ for quite anothesoea namely, because tife grandeur of His
claims. He claims to be God over all, blessed forevercbiented it not robbery to be equal with God,
though He made Himself of no reputation and too&ruplim the form of a servant. Now some spirits
quibble greatly at this. They did so in His dayeyhook up stones to stone Him because He made Him-
self equal with God. Proud, carnally wise mindsrzdrendure the doctrine that the Redeemer is co-
equal and co-eternal with the Father, very Godesf/\God. To my mind it is a reason why | accept
Him. If He were not God, how could He save? The weight of my sins would stagger all the asgel
and cherubim and seraphim if they should try toilifl must have a God to save me, or saved | can
never be. And to me it is the greatest consolgbimssible that He who was the son of Mary is also th
Son of God. That though human even as we are husnaexcepted, He was altogether divine. Oh do
not, do not be offended with Him because of thig,rather rejoice in Immanuel, God with us, andtru
your soul in His hand.

A certain number of unconverted men are grievooffisnded with our Lord because dfs atone-
ment. This which to us is the very center of all His dlerece—that He saves us by standing in our place
and bearing the wrath of God on our behalf—thidrisadfully kicked at by some. And | have heard
these fastidious people finding fault with ministéor talking too much ofhe blood. They cannot en-
dure the term, “the precious blood of Christ.” Wil never listen to their fastidiousness, notdain-
gle moment. But if we knew such to be present, weald/ go out of our way on purpose, to shock them
because we think that no respect should be showndb a wicked taste. If the doctrine of the atone-
ment is kicked at, the answer of Christ’'s minisieould be to preach the atonement again and agdin a
again in the plainest possible terms, and decl#dte @ven greater vigor and frequency the gloriaus- s
stitutionary sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christilve place of His people. This is the very hearthef
gospel and should be preached in your hearingaat &very Lord’s Day. Leave that out? You have left
out the life of the gospel, for “the blood is tlife thereof.” Without shedding of blood there isneonis-
sion and, therefore, as remission is the greatlgge of the gospel, we have no salvation to deciad
we have no remission to preach unless the blood—

“From His riven side which flowed”
is continually set forth before you Oh, why shooidn quibble at that which is their salvation? Kyh
ever are redeemed, it must be, “not with corruptithlings as silver and gold, but with the precious
blood of Christ.” If they ever are cleansed frorhsh, it must be because of that divine declamgtio
“The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us albsin.” May we never stumble at Christ because o
His cross, for that were to reject our only hopet tvere to quarrel with our life, that were toistsipon
shutting the gates of mercy upon our own soulg, ifeae to become enemies to our best friend and to
ourselves. God save us from such an infatuatighats

We have found a good many, also, who are offenéeduse of Christ for a different reason alto-
gether, namely, becausetbé graciousness of the gospel. It has too much free grace in it for them. They
would like a mingle-mangle of grace and works. Yall constantly hear it said that the doctrine u$4
tification by faith is very dangerous and oughb®preached with great caution. Occasionally ocu-se
lar papers, which, as you know, understand a gteak about religion, will instruct us as to what we
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should preach. The moralrtues ought to be our main theme and justificatiy faith should be so
gualified as to be virtually denied. It is very wigp they say, to sing that hymn—

“Nothing, either great or small,

Nothing, sinner, no!

Jesus did it, did it all,

Long, long ago.”
And to tell the sinner that until he believes isukeChrist—

“Doing is a deadly thing:

Doing ends in death,”
is regarded as a crime so manifest that it neelystorbe mentioned and every reader of the papkr wi
be dreadfully shocked. And yet the editor of thpgyaor the writer, probably calls himself a Prtdes,
and justification by faith is the one doctrine upehich all Protestantism turns. Very likely the t&riof
the stinging article calls himself a churchman gatleven the doctrine of the Church of England abou
that matter is as plain as words could possiblyenakYes, and then they suppose us to be some mod-
ern sect of revivalists that have newly sprungalfhiough we are preaching that which is and always
was the gospel, the doctrine by which you maywdstther a church stands or falls—salvation, not by
the works of the law, but according to the grac&otl. Crowds of people cannot endgrace. And as
to the term, “free grace,” they say that it is atédogical expression. It may be so, but it is ayvex-
pressive term and because they do not like itwhgs intend to use it. It will do them good to bade
to know that we mean it and, therefore, use doatsyng language. It shall not only be, “gratis,”igfh
is free, but, “free gratis.” And we will, one ofdbe days, put something else on to make it platigrif
possible, and say, “Free, gratis, for nothing.”vaabn through eternal love, salvation through rgerc
alone, salvation, not of merit, salvation, notfu will of man, nor of blood, nor of the flesh, maiva-
tion by the eternal purpose of divine sovereigi@glvation by the will of God, who has said, “I will
have mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | willveacompassion on whom | will have compas-
sion"—this we will, always preach. Grace free as #wr, spontaneous, undeserved, but given of God
because He delights in mercy. Yes, they kick agdms but, if they knew themselves, they would wno
that nothing else will ever suit the sinner busthie who has broken the divine law is never iightr
state of heart till he feels salvation by himselbe hopeless till he is shut up in the condemmedicaad
hears the sentence read against him condemningohdi® and knows that nothing he can do can, by
any possible means, reverse that sentence, andgdlesnlesus interposing in all the freeness ofoMées
and saying, “Now you have nothing to pay. | frantdygive you all.” Grace is the glory of the gospel
Do not be offended with it, | pray you, or you Wik offended with your own life

Then, on the other hand, there is another claggerdons who are offended with our blessed Lord
and Master because tife holiness of His precepts. Alas that there should be traitors in the camp who
can get on very well with grace and free grace,tben, alas, they turn it into licentiousness aalcbt
liberty to sin because of the freeness of divineaydf you begin to declare that, “Without holiseso
man shall see the Lord.” If you preach, as Jeddistllat he who forgives not his brother abidesdat.
If you tell them that the omission of these outweirtues will prove that the inward life is abselfityou
declare that the axe is laid to the root of thedrand every tree that brings not forth good fisitut
down and cast into the fire. If you go on to insipbn it that there must be the outward marks amd e
dences of saintship or else the pretense of experis a mere lie—then, by-and-by, they are offdnde
and exhibit a bitter spirit. Oh that none of us naay so. The highest holiness is the delight oftthe
believer. If he could be absolutely perfect, he \daejoice above measure. It will be his heavebhdo
perfect, and the one thing he strives after hel@bes to get the mastery over all sin. Not thathopes
to be saved by that, but because he is saved amdy baved, out of love to Jesus Christ he desires
adorn the doctrine of God His Savior in all thinlygay we never be offended by the purity and perfec-
tion of our Lord and His teaching.
| might continue this long list of things by whichen have been offended with Christ—some be-

cause the gospel is so mysterious, they say, dretsobecause it is so very simple that it is n&pde
enough for such great intellects as theirs. Meihefy want to be offended because of Christ, wall b
sure to find something or other to quarrel withe¥Istumble at this stumbling stone, “Whereunto ,also
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says the Lord very solemnly, “they were appointethey put this stumbling block in their own way
and God appoints that they shall fall. They falbnpt now and are broken, and one of these days tha
stone will fall on them and grind them to powder.

My dear hearers, | cannot stay longer on this stibjmit if there are any of you that are offended
with Christ, | pray the Lord will make you feel yoaxtreme folly and wickedness. Offended with the
Redeemer! What madness! May you go and confessniugt to your Savior, and accept Him at this
very moment as your all in all.

II. Now | want to speak to professing Christians. THEAREE SOME WHO JOIN THE CHURCH
OF JESUS CHRIST WHO, AFTER A TIME, ARE OFFENDED.WMowhy is it that some, who profess
to know Him are offended with Christ?

Well, with some it is becaudbe novelty wears off. Very earnest services were held and they were
greatly affected. They thought that they repentad [zelieved, so they joined the church. Now thedgoo
men who held the services are gone and everytl@ams rather flat after such excitement. And so they
have gone back again. They jumped into religioa 8kman into a bath, and they have jumped out again
put on their clothes and gone back to the world tana@that they were before. Persons of this sort are
very plentiful just now. If they were ever born agthey were born with a fever upon them. And itiyo
do not keep up the heat and let them live in amptleey will die. We know that such hothouse plants
will never pay for the fuel used in forcing theme\&re grieved that it is so, but we have seen dftem
that we do not wonder at it so much as we useaididt weather breeds flies and warm showers bring
out reptiles.

There are not a few who professed to become Clmstnd whaohought that they were always go-
ing to be happy. The evidence that they gave of being Christians tilzat they felt so happy.” | do not
know that mere happiness is any evidence of bei@grastian at all, for many are living far from God
and yet account themselves very happy, while sdntigoge who live near to God are groaning because
they cannot get nearer still. Yet a joyful feelisgegarded by many as conclusive evidence of Bafva
And they add to this the notion that as soon as they believed in Jesus Christ the conflict wa®aér
and there remained nothing more to be done in theafresisting sin and denying the lusts of tleslil
They dreamed that they had only to start on pilggmand get to the Celestial City in a very shert-p
od of time—only to draw the sword from the scabbamnd all Canaan was conquered in an hour. Very
soon they find that it is not so. Their old coriopt are alive. The flesh begins to pull a différeay
from that which they profess to have chosen. Thel dempts them and they are so disappointed by
their new discovery that they become offended w@tirist altogether. A sudden victory would suit
them, but to carry a cross before winning a crosvnat to their mind.

Others of them have met apposition they did not expect from their adversaries, while from their
friends they have not met with all the respect thay think they ought to have. Their friends acd a
guaintances have laughed at them. Their workmat#sei shop have jeered at them. They did not count
on this, they never counted the cost and so thepi#ended with Christ. Is it not a strange thihgttwe
who begin our religion at the cross, if we begimlat; should ever be astonished that the crossskeep
close to us, or should be surprised that the wingadts us with disdain? But so it is. Persecutiosea
and many are offended. It is not that they burmthe death or put them in prison. No, no, they only
make a joke or two or they give them the cold steubnd shut them out of society. But the poor-crea
tures are so thin-skinned that they cannot enduea ¢hese light afflictions and so they are offehde
and miss the blessing. When they joined the Chansthurch everybody was so glad to see them &t firs
as we always are when there is a new-born child.nBany more new converts have come since then,
and the former ones feel that they are not pampsweduch as they were and so they become annoyed
and under one pretense or another slink away. Bec@htrist's people do not carry them about as won-
ders and cry, “Hosanna,” over them all their ddlgey are ready to go back to the world and complain
that they have been disappointed with religion aattd Christians. Oh, but this is evil. This is aong
spirit which must by no means be displayed. Y&l fit is to be seen in many places. This is agnst
which ought never to arise.

We have known some who have become offended witlsiCbr were in great danger of it because
they began to find that religion entailed more self-denial than they had reckoned upon. The precepts of
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our blessed Master come very close home to theisaences and gall them somewhat. He told them
that the yoke was easy and that the burden wats &gl so it is to the meek and lowly in heart, ity

are not changed in heart and, therefore, theythacdurden heavy and the yoke galling. | do notaeon
that it is so, for that which is the delight of tremewed heart is bondage to the unregenerat¢, spid
self-denials, which really are no denials at aliite man who is born again, are an iron bondagecse
who still remain in their unregenerate state. Thetyoffended and they go away from the Master whom
they professed to serve.

| have known some good souls almost offended atMaster throughhe hard speeches of those
who ought to have encouraged them. | was speaking not long ago with a young lady \whd, for some,
time been devoting herself very earnestly to theseaf Christ. | do not know one who had done more
than she had done in her own sphere, but she waieat distress because the person with whom she
had worked for many months had spoken very bitteflizer. Though she had been his best helper, he
seemed to regard her as his worst enemy. And a®khme what he had said, | was very sorry, bat th
worst part about it was the temptation which theildeut in her way. The evil one whispered, “Never
take a prominent place again. Give up your worku dce said to be eager to help, now be quiet and do
nothing.” Now, it will happen to all of us more kess, that if we try to be zealous, in the Mastedsse,
we shall be misunderstood. Wet blanket factoriespaietty numerous and some benevolent brother is
sure to bring one of these articles for our usethieks that it will do us good, but it is mischas to
our spirits. Blessed is he who cannot be offendatiat way. It may encourage you to know that, gene
ally, those whom God largely blesses have to goutyin a great fight at first, from their own brother
and sisters. Look at David. He was to bring honaamigGoliath’s head, but those elder brothers ofillis
said, “Because of the pride and the naughtinegyswf heart, you are come to see the battle.” Tkey r
ommended him to stay at home with his sheep, esdhey told us to keep clear of a pulpit. But God
did not mean that he should remain hidden. If thellmeans to bless you, some of His very dear peopl
will be for putting you back among the sheep agBirt.do not be scandalized at Christ on that adcoun
Stand firm as you have done. Press forward. Bedisgiusted or discouraged, but, on the contrary, re-
member that opposition is very often the sign ahcw success. Press forward, for, “Blessed is he th
is not offended in Me.”

Moreover, many young Christians are greatly stagmyéythe ill conduct of professors. | think that
there is no worse trial to a babe in Christ thasde elderly Christians walking inconsistently &wihg
in a lukewarm state, and even speaking as if thengwantagonistic to all earnest attempts to spitead
kingdom of Christ. If you are one of God’s childrngou will not die at their hands any more than fbse
at the hands of his brothers. If the Lord has, eéndeuickened you with spiritual life, you will m®on
and work for the Master and not be ashamed.

It has frequently occurred to me to deplore thahesgrofessors fall bactrough trials of provi-
dence. We occasionally miss members of the church becthesge were pretty well-to-do when they
joined with us, but things have gone badly withnthend they feel as if they could not show them-
selves. They will even say that they have not dathes fit to worship in. | have often told you tlzany
clothes are fit to worship in as long as you haaiel fior them. Clothing, be it fine or threadbasenoth-
ing to me. As far as | am concerned, | really do kimw what people wear. It never strikes my eye. |
am too busy looking at your faces, when | can s®e {0 even notice what you may happen to wear.
Come; oh come, to the house of God, my sufferirnghiers and sisters. Never let the devil prevailnupo
you to stay away. If your shoe leaks, if there ok in the elbow of your coat, the Lord does Inok
at that, nor do we. You come along. We shall be ¢tasee you, the most of us, and if there are some
who will not be glad, they are nobodies. Do noktaky notice of them. But never stay away from the
house of God because of your shabbiness. Whatt caatier? When you begin to get low in circum-
stances do not be proud and say, “I can’'t dresase did, or make such a dash as | did and kall s
not go.” Why, you are still the same person. A nmm@ man notwithstanding the little or the much
which he possesses. And when earthly comforts @regggyou ought to seek heavenly comforts all the
more. And the poorer you get in substance, theerighu ought to seek to be in grace. “The poor have
the gospel preached unto them.” But | know that thia temptation. | have heard it said that inalam
in the Negro churches, when wages are low, atter@anthe means of grace begins to decline. | know
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that it is so, but so it ought not to be. Do notoffended with Christ. If He chooses to let yougdwer,

be satisfied to be poor. Yes, if you get to beoasds Job who sat on a dunghill, scraping himséti &
piece of an old pot, yet learn to say with the feeRatriarch, “Though He slay me, yet will | trust
Him.” If He is not ashamed of me, | will not be asted of Him, or ashamed to follow, even in rags, th
standard of Him who hung upon the cross and tritedptinere for me. “They parted His garments
among them, and for His vesture did they cast’lbtsannot be worse clad than He. Be not ashamed of
Him, then.

lll. The last head is that THERE ARE SOME WHO ARE NOTFERNDED IN CHRIST AND
THEY ARE DECLARED TO BE BLESSED. They are so be@ifsGod had not blessed them they
would not be found clinging to their Lord, but wdiiave gone back like others.

Apart from anything else, it is a blessed thing to have grace enough given you to hold fast to Christ
under all circumstances. If you were not one of those whom He has chosam toefore the foundations
of the world, if you were not one of those whom i€hspecially redeemed with His blood, if you were
not one of those in whom the Holy Spirit has plaaaidew heart and a right spirit, you would go back.
But if you hold out to the end, you have in tha tvidence that the Lord has loved you with an-ever
lasting love. Oh, you that are on and off with 3gsuhat a poor hope yours must be. You that can run
with the hare and hold with the hounds, you thatdrserve God and Mammon—you have no marks of
being God’s children. But those of you who put yéawt down for Christ and cannot be moved, you
who have said unto your souls, “By His grace | wibt depart from following the Lord"—you have, in
that very fact, the evidence of being blessed.

And then you shall finda blessedness growing out of your fidelity. | believe that persecuted ones
have more blessedness than any other saints. Wesee never such sweet revelations of the love of
Christ in Scotland as when the Covenanters mehenniosses and on the hillside. No sermons ever
seemed to be as sweet as those which were preadtesd Claverhouse’s dragoons were out and the
minister read his text by the lightning’s flash.eTsaints never sang so sweetly as when they Iseloo
those wild bird notes among the heather. The flocklaughter, the people of God that were hunted
down by the foe, these were they who saw the Liogdarantee you that in Lambeth Palace there were
happier hearts in the Lollards’ dungeon than thveeee in the Archbishop’s Hall. Down there where
men have lain to rot, as did Bunyan in Bedford, lagre have been more dreams of heaven and more
visions of celestial things than in the courts ohpes. The Lord Jesus loves to reveal Himselhtse
of His saints who dare take the bleak side of tHenth Him. If you are willing to follow Him when
the wind blows in your teeth and the snow flakesmedhickly till you are almost blinded, and if yoan
say—

“Through floods and flames, if Jesus lead,

I'll follow where He goes,”
you shall have such unveilings of His love to ysaul, as shall make you forget the sneers of men an
the sufferings of the flesh. God shall make yountpphant in all places. You know this already byesxp
rience, do you not? You that are His people mustkthat whenever you have had to suffer for Christ
it has been a blessed thing for you. Whenever atylpered at you and you have felt it for the time,
yet, if you have been able to bear it well, it basught many a sweet reflection afterwards. Somgbod
pushed good Mr. Kilpin into the gutter and slappéth at the same time and said, “Take that, John
Bunyan.” Whereupon the good man took off his hat said, “I would take 50 times as much as that to
have the honor to be called John Bunyan.” Learloa& upon insults for Christ in the same light and
when they call you by an ill name reply, “I couldar a thousand times as much as that for the pkeasu
of being associated with Christ in the world’s dinn.”

But what blessedness awaits you if you are not offended in Jesus. You are blesgbile you are
waiting for Him, but your best reward is to come that hereafter, when the morning breaks on the ev
erlasting shore, how will they be ashamed and disguwith themselves who sought their own honor
and esteem and denied their Lord and Master! Wivdr®emas be then, who chose the present world
and forsook his Lord? Where will that son of peaditbe who chose the 30 pieces of silver and dwd t
Prince of Life? What shame will seize upon the calwghe fearful, the unbelieving, the people who
checked conscience and stifled conviction becaudsels laugh was too much for them! Then they will
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have to bear the Savior’'s scorn and the everlastimgempt of all holy beings. But the men who stood
meekly forward to confess their Lord—who were wijito be set in the stocks of scorn for Christ,
ready to be spit upon for Him, ready to be calleddames for His sake, ready to lose their characte
their substance, their liberty and their lives Fbom—oh how calmly will they await the great judgnien
when loyalty shall receive honor from the greatdifrow bright will be their faces when He that sits
on the throne will say, “They confessed Me befoenrand now will | confess them before My Father
which is in heaven. These are Mine, My Father, Wilésay, “They are Mine. They clung unto Me and
now | own them as My jewels.” These are they tbdbwed the Lamb where ever He went. They read
the word and what they found there they believdwyTsaw their Lord’s will in the Scriptures andythe
labored to do it. They were faithful to conscierar&l to conviction, and the Spirit dwelt in them and
guided their lives. They shall be the Redeemertsvarand the beloved of His Father. They were the
poor of this world. They were considered to be meies by some, and were thought to have gone mad
by others. But they are the Lord’s own elect. Jesilissay, “They were with Me in My tribulation.
They were with Me in the midst of a crooked andvpese generation and now they are Mine, and they
shall be with Me on My throne. Come, you blessegfFather, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from before the foundations of the world.”

Oh, you are happy, you people of God who lose gotdtions because you cannot do dishonest
things. You who cannot break the Sabbath and thexedhut the shop and lose a large part of your in-
comes, you who, for Christ’'s sake, dare to be darqand are not ashamed to be called “puritaniaat!
to be pointed out as hypocrites, you who bravefyse to indulge in the intoxicating cup and utterly
turn aside from evil companions. You who will n@ tound in the haunts of vice which men call pleas-
ure, you, who, though you may think a thing to &e&flul will, nevertheless, deny yourselves becatse i
is not expedient and will avoid the appearancevidf ¥ou who try to put your feet down in the foot-
prints of Christ and follow Him in all things—youeaand shalbe truly blessed. With all your faults and
imperfections which you mourn over, your Lord ig ashamed of you and He will confess you at the
last.

Oh, may you all be true adherents of Jesus. Isatstandard tonight and will try to act as reangit
officer. Who will be enlisted into the army of Céfritonight? Is any young man ready to say, “I will”
Yes, but count the cost. Are you prepared to bieuidd? Are you prepared to suffer? Are you willing
to put up with the hatred of your own family soottein forsake God and His Christ and the truth? We
will not have you if you won't. Christ will not owgiou if you won't. It must be a thorough coming to
Him. “Come you out from among them and be you s#paisays the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing. And | will receive you and will be a Fathento you, and you shall be My sons and daughters.”
Who is on the Lord’s side?—who? Let your heartsaamsfor there shall come a day when that same
word shall thunder over all the earth, “Who is ba tord’s side? Who?” Many then will rue the day in
which they were ashamed to confess a persecutadt¥lay we be on His side tonight, first trusting
Him, relying upon Him alone, for salvation, andiheurrendering ourselves to Him to be His forever.
Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—MATTHEW 10: 16-42, and 11:1-6.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—671, 666.

Adapted froniThe C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software.
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