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“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither argour ways My ways, says the Lord. For as the heavare
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher thaayr ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”
Isaiah 55:8, 9.

VERY often must the great truth of God expressedhiyy Scripture have forced itself upon every
thoughtful mind. Though we think, and are so fa&elGod because, being intelligent beings, we have
thoughts of our own, yet our thoughts must forewerweak and fragmentary as compared with His
thoughts. And though, as free agents, we have wlgar own choice; in some of which we move with
great show of wisdom, yet our ways are upon ththgand cannot attain to the ways of the Lord which
are far above us. This is true as to His proceedingprovidence. God’s designs are vast and far-
reaching, and His methods are frequently strangkimscrutable, though always wise. We have little
plans to suit our little foresight and power, bus Ways are unsearchable! Oftentimes He brings bfjh
excessive brightness out of darkness more dense ubaal, and produces superior joys out of
extraordinary sorrows. In infinite wisdom He causi®s most furious storms to cast up upon the shore
the pearl of peace. He is wonderful both in coumssel in working, and always chooses that way in
which His glory is most abundantly displayed. Oaywwhich for a time we think to be the best, when
scanned by the enlightened eye, soon turns out @skmuch beneath God’s way of accomplishing the
desired purpose as the earth is beneath the heavengared with Himour wisdom is folly, and our
prudence madness. Indeed, we may not compare wesseith the Lord, for there is no comparison!
Call it a contrast and you have the word. So sublimprovidence that we do not comprehend it! So
good is it that we are filled with wonder as we g&salesigns unfolded. We see its bright siderages,
and sun ourselves in its warm light, and then war@@nd magnify the Lord. Yet, we never knew the
half of the hidden benefits which He is working émt us, nor do we suspect the Lord of a tenthhef t
goodness which He stores up for us! At other timeshave felt the night side of providence, and have
sorrowed in its chill shade. Yes, and perhaps we lewen rebelled against it; and yet at that vieng t
the Lord’s purposes have been divinely rich towasd and the night has been the choicest season of
benediction. We have not the wings of eagles orthwto soar to the exceeding height of the dealafgs
the Lord; we walk below and look up wonderingly,raen gaze on the stars; we are sure that we are
safe beneath the sublime all-covering power, buakeeequally clear that the longest experiencetla@d
most profound thought will never measure the hexghihe thoughts and ways of the Eternal!

The words, “As the heavens are higher than thénesot are My ways higher than your ways,” are
equally true in reference to the things of divimaag, for there the Lord of love has altogether def
thoughts behind. Could man have dreamed that hetlveasbject of eternal love, and that God would
assume his nature? Could we have imagined thalthghty would give His only-begotten Son to die
for guilty man? The atonement was a thought whigven would have crossed man’s mind if it had not,
first of all, been revealed to him by the greathiéat The divine way of lifting up the poor from ttiest,
and the needy from the dunghill, by His rich, freenipotent grace, is not of man, nor by man! The
Lord’s thought of choosing the base things of thald, and things that are not to bring to nothihg
things that are; His thoughts of sovereignty araugints of grace—all consistent with His thoughts of
justice, are far above human invention, and oumhaif’s range of thought.

Even when the Lord explains His thoughts and waysus$, and brings them down to our
comprehension as far as they can be, yet we céahtd wonder at their elevation and grandeur

“Great God of wonders! All Your ways
Are matchless, Godlike, and divine.”
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Have you not often stood in mute astonishment as have discovered some fresh blessing of the
covenant unknown to you before? Like a miner whadwver another nugget in the mine, and stands in
amazed delight, so have you mingled faith with misttment! Have you not known what it is to do as
David did when Nathan brought him tidings of thed’s covenant with him—"Then went king David
in and sat before the Lord, and he said, Who a lprd God? And what is my house, that You have
brought me up to now? And is this the manner of ,@nLord God?” Have not such fits of
astonishment been upon you, also? Have you nat wrih the apostle, “O the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearahaoé His judgments and His ways past finding
out!"? Hundreds of times between now and heaveh th@ same glad astonishment seize us; and
perhaps in heaven, itself, wondering will be a ieggbart of our enjoyment! We shall

“Sing with wonder and surprise

At His lovingkindness in the skies.”
Do not the victorious hosts which stand upon tleedfeglass, having the harps of God, sing the sdng
Moses, the servant of the Lord and of the LambingayGreat and marvelous are Your works, Lord
God Almighty”? The thoughts of God will even, inadwen, be above our most sublime thoughts, and
His ways, even then, above our most heavenly wdgs: exalted is the Lord! His glory is above the
earth and heavens! How tenderly does He overpowewith the splendor of His goodness, soothing
where He might confound! In grace and love, whdkis You, O Lord? Among the gods who is like
You? Understanding faints in attempting to ascen®@u! Imagination, to which You have given a
half-creative faculty, cannot beget a thought afadpeight to Your thoughts, nor conceive a wayohhi
may bear comparison with Your ways! What better wando, great God, than bow our heads and
reverently adore?

This morning, in trying to discuss our text, we lv@hdeavor to illustrate it by its own connection.
There are many ways of handling Scripture, but o mnd the freshest and most instructive is to
expound it by itssurroundings To pick out a plum here and there is the childrenethod, but hardly
satisfies students of the Word of God. “Let us teatr it,” is exceedingly good advice with regard to
Scripture, which is, in some sense, the garmer@arf. | will take hold of the central part of thehri
piece of silken truth contained in this chapted amvill lift up the whole fabric before you anddyou
observe its texture, and note how wonderfully wvsrked throughout. Exposition is always nourishing
to the Lord’s people, and this it is which we staih at. | think there are three things which aseyv
clear in the text if viewed in its connection. Ejr the text there isebuke administeredsecondly,
there isrepentance encouragednd, thirdly, there isxpectation excited

|. First in the text there is REBUKE ADMINISTERED, ftwus it runs: “Let the wicked forsake his
ways, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: anditetreturn unto the Lord, and He will have mercy
upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantlyrgmn. For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways My ways.” Do you not obsexvgort of ringing of the changes upon the words,
“thoughts,” and, “ways”? This proves to my mindttki@e connection mainly lies in this first pointhd
Lord says, “Forsake your ways, for they are not Whys. Leave your thoughts, for they are not My
thoughts. Your ways ought to be My ways. Your thHaosgought to be My thoughts, so far as the
weakness of creatureship will allow. But it is 8ot You have wandered away from Me. You think not
such thoughts as | would have you think. You watk im such a way as | would have you choose;
therefore forsake your ways and your thoughts, tarm unto your God.” It is a remonstrance tenderly
administered, mixed up with such sweet exhortati@a no degree of bitterness is perceptible ifhe
rebuke is enveloped in love, and made into a sagated pill; the sweet promise of abundant pardon
conceals the reproof.

Now let us take the rebuke and notice, fitsg fault of man’s thought§My thoughts are not your
thoughts.” As between each other, God’s thoughés raot man’s, though they ought to be. God’s
thoughts are love, pity, tenderness. Ours are ffuigess, ingratitude and hard-heartedness. Héghin
of us as lost sheep are thought of by the shephsrd,prodigal child is thought of by his fathest bur
thoughts are not of the same kind. In its wandesitage, the sheep has no thought of returningdo th
shepherd and the prodigal son, until convertingcgreneets with him, has no reciprocal affection
towards his father. It is sad that the God of Ie®uld have to say, “My thoughts are not your
thoughts.” God’s thoughts to us are thoughts okJobut not so ours to Him. He is tender of our
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comfort, but we are not tender of His honor; Hestdars our interests, but we think not of His gjory
He watches over our safety, but we are not watdbfldeep His statutes; He loads us with benefiis, b
we only load Him with our sins; He has given usthft we have, but we bring Him cold thanks in
return.You love, O ungodly men, to live without remembegri@od! He is not in all your thoughts. You
have no consideration for your Maker, no deferdnceour Preserver, no care for your best Friengel. H
feels your ungenerous conduct, for He says, “IhfHeam a Father, where is My honor? And if | am a
Master, where is My fear?” Alas, man returns natoading to the benefit received, but often renders
evil for good! When the Lord deigned to visit eaaththe incarnate God, the acts of man provedHisat
thoughts are not God’s thoughts. God’s thoughtsevadirgoodness to men, but men found Him here in
human form, and their thoughts and ways were fukramity and murder towards Him! They cried,
“Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” How terribly has man dearted from His God!

Your thoughts as to your conduct are not God’s ghtst He considers that the creatures He has
made should obey Him, but you judge that it mattetswhat a man does towards His Maker so long as
he is just towards his fellow men. God declares$ tlwaconduct can justify a man unless it is absbjut
perfect and wholly conformed to His law; but maragmes that if he does his best it will sufficedan
that even if he doasot do his best, a little profession of repentancé wiphe off old scores, and he may
stand self-justified before God. Man thinks thath@s done wondrously if he gives, now and then, a
little attention to outward religion, even thougl heart may be far from God; but the Lord lookshat
heart, and searches the secret places of the Mendalues nothing but what is done out of love tmH
Man slights the inward, and only regards the outivéor God’s thoughts are not his thoughts. Oh you
that are satisfied with your own conduct, and pelyecontent that things are well enough with ybu,
beseech you to remember that your self-congraiyldbmughts are not the thoughts of God! He looks
into the soul’s secrets, and He is not deceivethbywords and professions of those who draw near to
Him with their lips, but in secret continue in thaiquity!

God'’s thoughts, again, as to the life which a maeds in order to salvation are very different from
man’s thoughts. Did you notice how in this chaptr says, “Hear, and your soul shall live"? He
reckons, then, that man d@eadtill he has heard the Word of God in his soul. Maokons that he is
alive enough; for he is perfectly satisfied witle tmental life which he possesses, and does natkedesi
spiritual life; for as yet he cannot apprehendHiere is a wide difference! God thinks of you, On&n
asdead,and beginning to corrupt! He thinks of you as Wwmk of a corpse when we cry, “Bury my
dead out of my sight”; but you think of yoursal of a creature fair to look upon, filled with bga
abounding with ability, and able to perform allrgpial acts at pleasure! Your boast is that youehav
freedom of will and force of heart to set all thsngght whenever it pleases you; and courage and
resolution to right every wrong which may assailydou are as strong as Goliath and as brave as
David in your own esteem! But God doesn’t think ld@s eternal Spirit knows that you are dead; and He
has come to bring you life; take heed that you dbreject it! Do not say in your heart, “I haveelif
enough, and need nothing from the Most High,” fas tvould be your sure destruction!

God’s thoughts are not our thoughts, again, inregfee tothe truth of God God’s thoughts of His
truth are evidently not man’s, for nothing but dieigrace can bring man to believe the doctringbef
gospel, or keep him faithful to them. Each generaeems to bring forth its own set of men who set
themselves to oppose God’s truth from some freshtpdhese scribes and counters of the towers are
wonderfully busy just now. We have among us a goesmhpany of men who have attained repute
through daring to assail established truths of Gate men if we take their own judgment of
themselves; for they are never more at home thanwglounding the praises of their own culture and
breadth of mind. These Philistines have intruddd the temple under the pretense of trimming our
lamps, but their aim is to put them out. Evangelisght is too clear for them, and they seek tsabe
it; and therefore they give new readings to texisctv are translated by better scholars than thély wi
ever be, and put new interpretations upon the s@strwhich their fathers held; interpretations viahic
their sires would indignantly repudiate!

Roughly speaking, these men deny everything whaith fholds dear, and yet expect to be
considered to be Christians! They tear the vitadenfevery truth of God, and yet pretend to beligve
Their advanced thought, like a vampire, sucks tleed out of the veins of truth, and he who would
drive away the foul thing is called a bigot andalf These reverend infidels are to be tolerateduas
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ministers, or if we decline to reckon those to b®islian ministers who spend all their energies in
undermining Christianity, we are in danger of beifitticuled by the sage party which now clamors in
the public ear! Well, it was always so! Man thirtkmself so wise and good that he does not like &od’
thoughts concerning himself: his fall, his guilhdahis danger. He tries to think revelation oveaiaghe
places it upside down, and then he calls his maumgléculture,” and, “thought.” To get away frometh
plain teaching of Scripture he babbles about adyaent, anadvancement which consists in going
away from the light; an advancement which will lgrins back to stark naked infidelity unless God in
infinite mercy shall stop it! Man likes not the tights of God! If God thinks of man as depraved, he
will not have it; he feels that it is a shamefuhthto speak thus of such a noble being as himgeBbd
declares that man is so fallen that he must be-agam, he will not have it; he will sprinkle a felkops

of water on a baby’s face; and say some mumbo juamdlopresto, the thing is done! If God thinks that
the sinner shall be cast into hell where their waliegs not, men’s fears are quieted by being asdwyed
some great divine that there is no hell; that heno& find mention of it in the Bible, and that aet
worst, he will only cease to be. Thus do they thinkopposition to the divine thinking, for it idnaays
true, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neithrer your ways My ways, says the Lord.”

In the matter okalvation God’s thoughts are not man’s thoughts, for Godk#ithat man has so
sinned that he must be condemned unless a suesstibund. Man doesn’t think so. God sets before
him pardon, freely presented through the precidosdof Jesus Christ; but man thinksbiy it by his
devotions, or tawin it by his merits! Therefore the language preceding text—“Why do you spend
money for that which is not bread? And why do yabadr for that which satisfies not? Hearken
diligently unto Me, and eat that which is good, &tdyour soul delight itself in fatness. Inclinewy ear
and come unto Me: hear, and your soul shall lived ao on. Those verses hold in solution the thought
of our text—"My thoughts are not your thoughts,ther are your ways My ways, says the Lord.”

See then, dear friends, that this is a catefmentanceMan, if you think rightly, you will submit to
think as God thinks! If your thoughts are what tls&puld be, they will not contradict God’s thoughts
for He knows more than you, and surely knows betten you. The Infinite, the Eternal—is He to be
judged by man’s judgment? Is He to be analyzedhénchemist's laboratory? Are His thoughts to be
ridiculed because they are contrary to the reigpindgpsophy which is probably no more true than the
many other forms of human ignorance which have cantegone in the centuries of the past? Will not
the present dreams of mortal wisdom melt like at rnefore the sun of gospel truth? Is God’s great
system of salvation and providence to be callethéobar of thescientistswho can do no more than
dote after the manner of their predecessors? Sivatle revelation be judged and condemned as nyen tr
a thief? No, worse than this; these sages so agefipesteaching of the Lord that one would thiinéy
were a committee of doctors examining a maniacluseabhor the presumption of skepticism, and let us
be wise enough to know our folly! We must be ragioenough to feel that God is to bbeyedand not
guestioned; and that His revelation is to be bellieand not criticized. Though we think crookedly,
God's thoughts are upright. Though we think gramglly, God thinks sublimely. Though we think upon
a finite and erroneous scale, God thinks infinitehd infallibly! It is our lot to continually corog our
thoughts by the infallible Word of God, so that oninds are kept in harmony with the sure utterances
of the Holy Spirit.

Now, the text advances to say that mam&ysare not like God's—*“My ways are not your ways.”
Our ways are the outward actions which spring dutus thoughts. God’s ways are ways of holiness
and purity. God has never done anything unjustisodreature or unrighteous to Himself. But our ways
are not so; for they are full of error, marred wethl, and polluted with impurity. By nature we pthat
which we ought to hate! We often put bitter for stvand sweet for bitter. Oh, brothers and sisters,
when you think of the character of God, and thenktlof the best man that ever lived; truly “as high
the heavens are above the earth” are His ways abowvevays! God’s ways are ways of love and
tenderness. He is very loving and full of compasshut our ways are not so—we are often very harsh
to one another, and we do not return a filial lew&od. | mean not unless His grace meets wittang;
even then we fall far short of walking in the loveGod as He walks in love toward us. God’s ways ar
ways of truth—He never lies, He has never beenitinfifd to us, or untrue to His promises. But we, on
the other hand, have proved false to Him many tirf\ésu have dealt very treacherously,” said the
prophet of old, and the charge lies against ukitoday. We have been traitors to God, but He leas b
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fidelity, itself, to us! Our good resolves havestilved in air. Our promises have been broken. @ursv
have all been forgotten. God is all truth and faitness to us, and we are all mistrust and douid, a
treachery towards Him! Were it not for His divineage we would have even fallen into apostasy, and
been like the son of perdition who betrayed hisdlLor

God’s ways are ways of forgiveness and peace. lds dot desire the death of the sinner. He is very
patient, He suffers long, and He bears continuaitit our provocations. He is desirous that men &hou
acquaint themselves with Him and be at peace. Haysware ways of reconciliation, ways of
forgiveness, ways of love and kindness! But you s2& can't you, that the ways of the natural mran a
perverse? By nature we do not desire to be at amityGod. On the contrary, we seize upon anything
that can aggravate our transgression, and widetrgech between ourselves and our offended Lord!
We have no patience; we cannot even bear withtle $tiffering or trial from Him without complaint
and murmur. There are men around us who will totmd and curse Him to His face when His hand is
smiting and correcting them for their own good;,y&sd they will do it wantonly without a shadow of
reason! Our ways are not God’s ways. This is tfuevery sinner under heaven, and in some measure,
true of the best of men—"My ways are not your waysys the Lord.”

Well, now, beloved, two cannot walk together in\Veaexcept they are of one mind! Therefore our
ways and God’s waysiustbe made to be alike in character. Now, it is nasgible for us to conceive of
God’s making His thoughts to be like our thoughibp would wish such a thing? Who would desire
that the wise and good should stoop to think olly,fand act our madness? Who could wish that the
glorious and the perfect should come down to tlain& act after the manner of unjust, unrighteous?man
His thoughts cannot be reduced to ours—what theh¥, We must rise to Him! Not, of course, to His
majesty and sublimity, but we must rise to His hedis, truth, and love. Therefore the command which
comes before our text, “Seek you the Lord whileriiey be found, call you upon Him while He is near:
let the wicked forsake his ways and the unrightenas his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord
If infinite purity cannot be expected to become urg let us ask that our impurity may be taken gway
and that we may be made clean in the Lord’s siglassto hold fellowship with Him!

And now | ask you to considéne difficulty of this“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
My ways higher than your ways.” Turn your eyes h@eself-sufficiency! Can you vault into heaven?
Standing here upon this lower earth can you, witbpang, leap above yon stars, ascend into the
holiness of God, and become a partaker of the éiviature? Surely you have a task set before you
which will make you confess your inability! Yet sua rising up must be accomplished if we are to
dwell with God, and have fellowship with Him! Thesery, filthy ways of earth must become like the
pure and perfect path of the thrice Holy One orcamenot walk with Him! How, then, are we to be lifte
up from earth to heaven? The word that answersglkstion is that matchless syllable, “grace.” God i
Christ Jesus, by His almighgyace, must raise us up together with Christ! He who biauagain, from
the dead, our Lord Jes@rist, must stoop down to lift us up from the graf sin and quicken us into
eternal life; or we shall never think His thoughas follow His ways! Into the light wherein He dvsl
we can never go except by the operations of Hismdispirit. Jesus says, “No man comes unto the
Father but by Me,” and, “No man can come unto Meeex the Father which has sent Me draw him.”
The Holy Spirit must quicken us out of our tresgasand sins! He must deliver us from the ways in
which we walk according to the course of this wbittt must redeem us from the dominion of the
carnal mind which is enmity against God! By sameifion He must deliver us from our indwelling
corruption and continue the process till He confemsperfectlyto the image of the peerless Son of
God! And likeness to Jesus Mall work in all believers! And it shall be said of u§Faey are without
fault before the throne of God!” And Christ, Himisedhall say, “They shall walk with Me in white,rfo
they are worthy.” It is clear, then, that our texq gentle but earnest rebuke, veiled in abounidwef

II. Now, secondly, we shall view the text under anothgpect. Here we have REPENTANCE
ENCOURAGED. Kindly look at the"7verse—“Let him return unto the Lord, and He wiliie mercy
upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantlyqmn. For My thoughts are not your thoughts.” It is
clear that there is a connecting link between thendance of pardon and the lofty character of God—
and that men are encouraged to forsake their wayshoughts by the hope of pardon derived from the
greatness of the divine thoughts and ways.

Volume 23 Tell someone today how much you love&id&zhrist. 5




6 God'’'s Thoughts and Ways Far Above Ours Sermon #1387

First, O sinner, turn from your ways at once, aadksthe Lord! Do not stand back because you
cannotunderstandGod. It is not necessary that you should compreltéie ways and thoughts; you are
not asked to do so! In fact, you are told in thd teat you cannot do anything of the kind! You breé
to forsakeyour ways and receive mercy by hearing His Word, arleé\dag it, for as the heavens are
high above the earth, so high are His ways abouve ways. You cannot understand it; you waste time
while raising this question and that, prying intod® eternal purposes, gazing into the dazzlinigt lagf
sovereignty; questioning electing love, diving intyysteries of the Trinity and the like! You are to
“hear, and your soul shall live.” Return unto ydémwd and He will abundantly pardon you. Though you
cannot grapple with His sublimity, submit to Hisnoy@ You may conclude that it is not intended that
you should understand the infinite, for you areltthlat His thoughts and ways are far above you. But
you are required to seek Him while He may be found, antlugagon Him while He isnear! Come and
close with His free invitation to give you wine amdlk without money and without price! Forsaking
your sin, come and be at peace with Him at once!

Do not stand back because you cannot find a phtalline grace which God declares that He will
display towards you. What if you have looked oviértlee history of man, and you can find nothing
among men that can equal the abundance of divirdopa Do not, therefore, hesitate to believe, for
God’s thoughts are above all human thoughts! Madsfiit hard to forgive at all. One of the sternest
lessons which some men have to learn is to forthiee brothers unto 70 times seven. Man can, with
difficulty, forgive repeated offenses; but he ugpdraws an argument for anger from the repetitbbn
the provocation. Nor can he forgive a large nundfeoffenders; he might pardame, but to forgive
many is more than most men will even attempt to ey are filled with indignation and resist those
who annoy them. When offenses are aggravated Wyllfwhen they provoke by being committed
against love and against kindness, men will nogif@. Even the most forgiving become, at last,
incensed; but God passes by myriads of transgredsioo not wait until you find a man who will
forgive you; God can do what man never dreams afglddis thoughts are above your thoughts, and
His ways above your ways. Perhaps conscience les lingsy as to your shortcomings, and you feel
yourself to be self-condemned. In the honesty afr yadgment you have felt compelled to cry, “I abul
not do otherwise than pass sentence of condemnapiam myself if | were made my own judge.” ‘Tis a
right verdict, but do not forget that Jesus died smners, and now far above all thoughts of ours,
mercy’s wing can mount! Yes, for time everlastingguntains of Jehovah’s forgiving love are above the
heavens; divine grace is above all things! Thinkhds, O repenting sinner, and be encouraged!

Man’s forgiveness is seldom free, like that of Gpdvho delights to pardon sin! No sooner do we
transgress than God is ready to forgive! Man’sifagess is never as full as God'’s, for the Lorcbbes
no resentment. He preserves no memory of our trassigns; He casts them into the depths of the sea
and remembers them no more! Man’s forgivenesslaoseso real as God'’s, for though msayshe
has forgiven, he does not afterwards delight inaffiender as he may have done before. There idla ch
in his heart towards the person who injured himg &y his cautious dealing he shows that he
remembers the wrong. But the Lord God so effectuaild wholly forgets transgression that ptesses
the offender to His heart, adopts him into Kisily, and lifts him up to dwell forever with Him above!

Now, beloved, according to our texthatever your ways towards God shall be in ther&ythie will
exceed themAre your ways now right towards your Father? Da ye&gin with trembling footsteps to
seek His house? Lo, He runs to meet you! The pabdigrather meets him far more than half way, for
His ways are above our ways! Do you stand befora Weeping? It is well; these ways of repentance
are good, but better are the ways of God; for Jetargls beforgou bleeding for your sakaHe gives
blood instead of tears! Do you love the Redeemer becalubks dying for you? Alas, you do not love
as greatly as He loves you; His love is a sea,yaunds a tiny brook. Will you, from now on, give Him
all your life? Yet not such a life as He gives tauya life perfect and eternal, and all for you! lives
for you and says, “Because | live, you shall ligiso.” Come back, O penitent, for when you do come
back, if divine grace has put some goodness into yeys, yet there shall still be infinitely more
goodness in the ways of God!

And as to your thoughts—can you think of how Hel welceive you? Oh, you canndteamhow
gladly He will meet you, and how kindly He will reige you! You are about to cry, “I am not worthy to
be called Your son,” but He will say to His sengriBring forth the best robe and put it on himk Ru
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ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet!” You hibyae there will be gladness when you are restdyed,
you have no idea of the music and the dancing whiithflood heaven, itself, with rejoicing! You
faintly hope that God will love you, but you have idea how much, nor what great things His love wil
do for you! The half has never been told you by niest faithful withess for God. Those who have
experienced most of the divine love have never lad¥e to communicate to you any idea of what that
love is! God’s thoughts are above your thoughtsnash as the heavens are above the earth! Come,
then, to Him! Infinite grace awaits you. A tendeception, a perfect cleansing, a divine adorning—
eternal security and endless bliss shall all besidivhy do you linger? The life of God shall beyou,

and the joy of Christ shall fill you to the fullt this does not encourage men to repent, what can?

lIl. And now let us touch upon the third point, whichthss, EXPECTATION EXCITED. | said |
was going to keep to the connection of the textsmdwill; but this time the link is forward instd of
backward. “As the heavens are higher than the esottare My ways higher than your ways, and My
thoughts than your thoughts. For—you gbkereis the link word, “for,” to join our text to thathich
follows—"For as the rain comes down, and the snow from hearehreturns not there, but waters the
earth, and makes it bring forth and bud, that ity geve seed to the sower, and bread to the eater. S
shall My Word be.” Now, if you listen to the Lordnd take His thoughts to be your thoughts; and
earnestly pray Him to make His ways to be your wiagm this time forth and forever, you may justly
indulge the highest expectations, and they shadiXoeeded! This chapter tells you what to expecst,F
you are to expect thathe Lord’s word will be unfailing to yowVhat is this “word™? You see we have
had “thoughts,” and “ways,” and now we come to “dbdrGod’s word is His thoughts spoken, and
God’s word is, also, His ways, for, “He speaks @&nd done. He commands and it stands fast.” His
“word” is “thoughts” and “ways” put together! Nowndt “word” of His shall never be broken to you,
poor sinner. Forsake your ways, forsake your thtsjgind come and trust in God, and His word shall
be like Himsel—immutable, eternal, infallible, aridll of boundless blessing to you! It shall be
powerful to bless you, mighty to grow you; it shiadl like rain and snow which go not back to heaven,
but sink into the earth to make it bring forth dnal. From that day forward, when you are recondited
God, you may take any promise you find in the wartj say, “Lord, fulfill this word unto Your servian
which You have caused me to hope,” and it shabkdeCome and trust Him; and promises which now
appear before you as far too rich for such a pommwas you are, shall be fulfilled! They shall come
down upon your soul like gentle showers, and make fyll of gladness! Such is the fullness of its
power that you shall be able to respond to God’slvay a holy and gracious life; and your soul, barr
as it now is, shall be made to bring forth and bitht is one blessed thing which you may confidentl
expect, for you are coming to a God of great wangsthoughts!

The next is that you are returning to a God whosgsnaare so much above your ways and His
thoughts so much above your thoughts ff@ir heart shall be filled with jey-“you shall go out with
joy, and be led forth with peace.” God will not ralgr break off your chains, and say in cold accents,
“You are free,” but He will release you amid thesituof the spheres! And angels shall lead you forth
peace, and your tongue shall sing, “I am forgive@m forgiven! | am accepted! | am redeemed!
Behold, now do o forth out of my captivity with joy, and God’s gels lead me forth with peace.”
Who would not be a penitent if such things may xmeeted from the sublime grandeur of the goodness
of God?

Next to this, allyour surroundings shall minister to your gladne$Bhe mountains and the hills
shall break forth before you into singing, andth# trees of the field shall clap their hands.your
journey through life, mountains have up to now bkard to climb, and forests tangled and dark have
been your dread; but now so greatly good is Gothtse whose ways become His ways, that the
mountain which you feared shall break forth intamggoand the forest at which you trembled shall
become an orchestra in which every tree shall itlappands for joy! You do not know what awaits
coming sinners! You that are willing to hear thatiy soul may live; you that are willing to acceipe t
covenant which God made with great David’'s gre&@n; you shall see the whole world robed in the
garments of praise, and your heart shall be sedfiith gladness that it shall overflow and flodd a
nature with joy!

And then there shall happen to you wonderful tramsétions. Because God’s ways are above your
ways, He will do what you never thought could b@aeloThe thorns shall be transmuted into fir trees,
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and the briers into myrtles! There shall be a clkangyou, such a wonderful change, that all thistugzll
become new! There shall be a change in all thatermis you; the Bible shall become a treasure, and
Sunday a delight! The mercy seat a loved resortthagath of obedience a way of pleasantness! Sin
shall be uprooted and virtue shall be implanted! Eabits shall be withered and holy principleslsha
nourished! You do not know and you cangaesswhat honor, pleasure, dignity and glory it is ®ib
Christ! You who have never come to God cannot cerdibe bliss of life with God by Jesus Christ! As
a deaf man can have no notion of music, as a mant$md can have no conception of the splendor of
the rainbow, so you deaf and blind, you do not knehat the Christian life is for excellence and
happiness; but you maguesghat it is surpassingly delightful when you hdsattas high as the heavens
are above the earth, so high are the Lord’s wagsebur ways!

Last of all,this mercy is to endure forevavian’s thoughts are temporary, and his ways butafo
season. God is eternal—when He thinks, His thoughide forever, and when He acts, His ways are
everlasting. The gifts and calling of God are waithcepentance; He never changes His mind! Perhaps
you think that salvation is a thing to be found &ost, to be gained and forfeited, to be enjoyeathyo
and deplored tomorrow; and truly, there are some tgh us so. But so speaks not the word of thel]or
for it is written, “It shall be to the Lord for aame, for an everlasting sign that shall not beofit
Once come and walk in the ways of God, and Hisegrautl keep you in them, and you shall find a
growing delight in them! Once come and learn theutihts of God, and surrender your intellect, and
heart entirely to His supremacy; and if it is aceire surrender His Holy Spirit will, from now oryide
your thoughts, and direct your beliefs so that gball continue steadfast in His fear, and your gkl
be that of the just which shines more and more the@erfect day.

Oh, who would not yield to such a God as our Gaddpse goodness excels our largest desires? If |
were engaged upon the wretched errand of chargingty submit to a remorseless tyrant who would
never forgive, my message would be hard to deliBet'because Jesus, the Son of God, has died and by
His death has expiated sin, we are authorized amgbwered to cry in the name of God, “Let the
wicked forsake his ways, and the unrighteous marthaughts; and let him return unto the Lord, aed H
will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for Hél wbundantly pardon.”

If all this should seem to be too good to be tasepften it has done—if the sinner should feel leab
to believe that he can obtain immediate forgiverfessa long life of transgression; we are then
commanded to tell you that you must not measure Bogburself,nor calculate whaHe can do by
what your fellow man can perform. The Lord can feegwhat otherwise could never be forgiven; He
can pour out mercies so multiplied as to baffle Anrarithmetic; He can bless you beyond your desires
He can delight you beyond a dream, and He canlyigale you a heaven which “eye has not seen nor
ear heard, neither has entered into the heart af"n@ose in with Him, soul, at once, while yettime
person of the Lord Jesus He commands your faithh@about by good works and prayers and tears to
obtain forgiveness; spend not your money on thathvlts not bread, but come, penniless and poor as
you are, and buy the wine and milk of covenantdites without money and without price!! Lend the
willing ear and yield the believing heart. “Heandayour soul shall live”; believe, and you shall be
saved! Through Jesus Christ we proclaim the go@énand,, for His sake we implore a blessing upon
it. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574_Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org

8 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 23






