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“You are my portion, O Lord: | have said that | wadi keep Your words.”
Psalm 119:57.

OBSERVE the close connection between privilege @gutgl. “You are my portion, O Lord.” This is
an unspeakable happiness. “I have said that | wiegg Your words™—this is the fitting return forcsu
a blessing. Every mercy given us by the Lord briwgh it a claim which we ought in gratitude to rec
ognize.

Notice very carefully the order in which the prege and the duty are arranged. The blessing of
grace is first and the fruit of gratitude next. Tgrace given is the root and the resolve is thi¢ gmow-
ing out of it. It is not, “I have said that | woukdep Your words, that You may be my portion, Od.br
No, first the portion is enjoyed by faith and the resolution is formed. “You are my portion, Ordlo
| have You already in present possession. Therefdré as You shall help me, keep Your words.” Du
ty in order to privilege is the law—God be thankkdt we are not under it, for we should never obéai
single blessing thereby. But privilege in ordeotmdience is the gospel—God grant that we may know
the fullness of its power to sanctify our soulseTtord must first be your portion before you wié b
able to keep His words. How can a man keep whaialsenot received? Without God to be our portion,
where will the strength come from to accomplistdgbcult a duty as the keeping of God’s words? See
to it, all of you, that you do not reverse the ord@ not, as the old proverb says, put the cddreehe
horse. Let all things come in their due course leaep due rank, for mischief comes of the wrong-plac
ing of things. First receive from divine grace ugtu can say, “You are my portion, O Lord,” anénh
give forth by daily service what God has workedmwit and say, “I will keep Your words.”

Each possession not only involves service, but@pjate service, even as each plant bears it own
flower. The general principle which calls for seevibears a particular application, for each pdgrcu
gospel benefit is linked with some special gosgelise. The unspeakable gift of having God for our
portion has here fastened to it the peculiar egne# of keeping God’s words and one objective ef th
present sermon will be to show that this is by reans an accidental arrangement, but that a true con
nection really exists and ought to be earnestlynaskedged by every child of God. Because you can
say, “You are my portion, O Lord,” you ought alscaidd, “I will keep Your words.”

First, this morning, let us consider timéinite possessior,You are my portion, O Lord.” Secondly,
the appropriate resolutiorf] have said that | would keep Your words.”

|. Begin, then, where the text begins, with THE INFIRIPOSSESSION. “You are my portion, O
Lord.” Here first noticea clear distinction The psalmist declares the Lord to be his portiodistinc-
tion to the portion of the ungodly. “These oftervéadheir portion in this life; they increase inhés.”
The seventy-third psalm gives a full and partic@ascription of the ungodly in their prime and glor
when, “their eyes stand out with fatness,” and ythave more than heart can wish.” But David did not
desire to share their short-lived joys. He sougbthappiness elsewhere, looking to the Creatorrath
than the creatures and to eternity rather than-tme

“What sinners value | resign,

Lord, ‘tis enough if You are mine.”
“You are my portion, O Lord.” It is better to hawer good God than all the goods in the world. It is
better to have God for our all than to have all aedwvithout Him. He who possesses God lives at the
wellhead and drinks from the ever-flowing fountaitte who owns the choicest worldly goods, apart
from Him, only drinks of the foul leavings whichmnain in the corners of earth’s broken cisterns. ¥WWha
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is the whole universe compared with Him wmadeit? What are the base pleasures of sin compared
with the fullness of joy which always dwells at Godght hand?

David says, “You are my portion,” evidently in ogitoon to the future portion of the wicked. “Up-
on the wicked, God shall rain snares, fire, anthbtone, and a horrible tempest: this shall be tdregn
of their cup.” There is to come to the ungodly eadiful awakening from their dream of security. They
shall wake up in another world to find that theealth has vanished, their joys have forever fled an
that they must forever suffer the loss of all tlsimgnd remain utterly undone. For them a woe uraliter
is prepared and wrath like a fierce hurricane dhedit upon their guilty souls without end, but “Yane
my portion, O Lord.” For me there shall be no dgastiares in life, nor horrible tempest in death. So
long as | abide in this body, | shall be fed uparul¥goodness and when | shall fall asleep and sffall
terwards awaken in the likeness of my Redeemernall §ind myself in eternal possession of my God
who is my all in all.

Nor does the distinction end here. David here makdistinction between his true position and the
earthly comforts with which the Lord had endowechhHe was a king and had many possessions, but
none of these were his portion. Some of the Lopedsple are not the subjects of distressing poverty,
the contrary, they are blessed with many comfatsvhich they ought to praise God day and night, bu
none of these things are their peculiar heritagmias heirs with Jesus. Beloved, whatever we have
this world we are bound to turn our eye to God sang “This is not my portion. You are my portion, O
Lord.” The comforts of this life are like the yotghspending allowance—they are not the estate to
which he is the heir—upon which he will enter whieea fullness of time shall come. Present mercies ar
a sip by the way, a morsel eaten to satisfy theath—our full meal will be eaten at the great sumbe
the Lamb. We are like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacdaimaan, dwelling in tents, as strangers and fofeign
ers. The flocks and herds which graze around ampcare greatly valued, but still we look not ong@o
things as our portion—Canaan itself is the lot wf covenanted inheritance—and nothing else willkcon
tent us. We look for a city which has foundationsoge builder and maker is God. Oh, beloved, take
care of ever making common things your portiorridhes increase, set not your heart upon them. If
God indulges you with a healthful and happy familyou are in a good state of bodily health, iuyo
business prospers, and if the Lord pours out far tgmporal mercies from a full horn, yet never make
these things your idols. Live above them and skgafinot be put off with these. You are my portion,
God.”

| think David carried this distinction right intdeznity. Some think of heaven as this and some as
that. Fellowship with believers of all ages is great desire of some. Others long for paradisepace
of increased knowledge, to know even as they aosvknand a third rejoice in it chiefly as a havén o
rest. There are grounds for each of these forndesire, but concerning heaven, this is the belisver
chief thought—that he will be with God and that Guitl be forever his joy and bliss. No sins willda
the brightness of Jehovah’s glory from our eyes.ddobts will disturb the deep calm of our enjoyment
of Jehovah’s love when once we fully enter upon mantion. We shall be forever with the Lord and
nothing more or better can be imagined. God ishmaven. Whom have | in heaven but You? Draw,
then, ever a clear distinction between the thihgs are seen, which are not your portion, andhhmgs
which are not seen, which are your true heritaggwBen the temporal and fleeting joys which amuse
us by the way and the abiding and eternal felwitych will satisfy us at the end. Allow nothingrigal
the chief good in your judgment or your affectiobaf cry evermore, “O God, You are my God; early
will | seek You.”

Notice, nextthe positive claim;You are my portion, O Lord.” He deliberately das this in the
silence of his soul. As for the ungodly, they aoadting of their prosperity. They are girding thetwss
with pride as with a golden chain, but | dare regksmy joy in such matters, “You are my portion, O
Lord.” To get into a corner quietly, to communelwtour heart and be still, and then to find youlso
reveling in the wealth which she finds in her Godhistis true happiness. Let worldlings babble on as
they may and let the trumpet of fame sound oubitglest blasts for her darlings—we will not envy he
rich men or her great men so long as in the deepogpirit we can feel that the Eternal Himsel§ ha
declared, “I will be their God.” Ours is the bestion by far. Whether we have little or much, bere-
after is our true treasure, for then shall we ®fthll enjoy our God. These storerooms and barask®
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and iron safes cannot hold our portion—behold ceadure is secured where neither moth nor rust does
corrupt, neither do thieves break through and steal

It is worthy of observation that this clear claininish David sets up is not merely felt in his own
heart, but it is uttered in the most solemn plawen in the presence of God. He addresses hinositlét
all-seeing, heart-searching God and cries, “Younayeportion, O Lord.” Though | stand before You,
great God, even before You who can read me thramghthrough, yet dare | make my claim—You
know all things and You know that | do choose Youé my all in all. Though | gaze upon Your splen-
dor, which bids angels veil their faces becausiésafxcess of glory, yet | call that splendor miHew-
ever great You are, | adore with trembling, butiygtfaith calls Your greatness mine. You are my- por
tion. Nothing less than Your own self, O infinitedyorious, omnipotent, thrice-holy Jehovah. My soul
does not bound her humble claim, nor rest contetft avpart of You, but You, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—You one God—You Yourself are my portion. ou see how fully assured of his interest in
divine love a man must be if He dares to speak iitise presence of the infinite Majesty and tolcha
lenge the divine judgment upon his claim?

You see he speaks in the present tense. There greatamany whose religion lies in “shall be’s,”
hopes and trusts, but David’s faith lay in the pregense. “You are my portion, O Lord.” There are
some things which | have not received as yet, havie already laid hold upon my God. Many things |
press forward to obtain, for | have aspirationschhas yet are unfulfilled, and spiritual ambitianst
yet satisfied, but You are even now my God, despiyenfirmities and shortcomings. Yes, even today,
my God, You are mine. At this hour, “My belovednsne, and | am His.” | know whom | have be-
lieved. | know that He has given Himself to me &sve given myself to Him. Beyond a doubt, You are
at this very moment my portion, O Lord. The Lordde you, brothers and sisters, to speak in the same
confident manner. If true believers, you have atrig speak, because you simply declare a fachd@o
be satisfied to leave such a matter in question—aipositive certainty. Pray the Lord to give ybe t
full assurance of faith that you may always unwangdy say, “You are my portion, O Lord.”

Now let us linger for a few moments while we mugenthe portion itselfa subject which it might
require many an hour fully to consider. The texttams an intelligent description of this portiédMou
are my portion, O Lord.” The psalmist at once mamgithe very heart and center of his spiritual tieal
“You are my portion, O Lord.” What boundlesgportion. Parochial authorities beat the boundghef
parish and great men make surveys of their estateésione can beat the bounds or make a full survey
of this inheritance of the saints. A man takes lstioctrade or sits down to balance his accounts, bu
there is no taking stock here—towards the infitied there are no calculations—figures are lost and
even imagination swallowed up. Our inheritance assps that of all the men of the world put together
Yes, and apart from having something of the likesneangels could not vie with us. Heaven itseffas
SO vast a treasure as the God of heaven. How augld prize an inheritance which knows no bounda-
ry. Indeed, brethren, we require something boumsdtesur soul pines for the infinite. | appeal to thos
of you who have been favored in divine providendh \wrosperity beyond what you expected. Do you
feel that it fills your soul? You are content ti&xdd should give you what He wills, but do you fisat-
isfaction in earthly property? What if your childrare a comfort to you and your house is fillechvalti
manner of provisions and friendly neighbors speak wf you, yet can you find perfect rest in these
things? Do they yield you inward heart-filling joyknow they cannot. If you were to be as highly fa
vored as Solomon himself, who beyond all men erjdiés present world, yet would you have to come
to Solomon’s own conclusion, “Vanity of vanitied, ia vanity.” For a regenerate man, this lifeilsela
bird within a shell just wakened into life. Howevaymfortable the shell may be for him in its waglan
after its fashion, yet as life becomes vigorousnbeds more space. He needs wing room. He wants to
get out of his prison and roam at large. The thiwbgh are seen are a prison to the soul—our spirit
needs more air, more space in which to breathenvdhean can truly say, “My God, You are mine,” he
has touched the confines of the infinite and herkashed thaltima thuleof his spirit, where he may
cast anchor and no more tempt the troubled seasifed When we reach God, our soul is at peace, but
not till then—for then the immortal soul has gairied immortal God and eternal destiny is sealetl wit
happiness by eternal love.
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And while this inheritance is boundless, habidingit is! A man who has the Lord for his portion
has a freehold for eternity. His lease will newar out and there will need no renewal of lives,tfare
is one life on which our tenure hangs and thatvexlasting. “Because | live, you shall live alséié
that gets God has an entailed estate. He has inaHmend who cannot change, who cannot fail, who
cannot cease to be, nor cease to be the sourdesskldness to those who possess Him. Of this portio
time cannot deprive us, nor death rob us, nor jugtgrdeprive us, nor eternity bereave us. “This God
our God forever and ever.” Ah, you worldlings, wdlur goods shall wither like Jonah’s gourd, but our
God shall be our shield and our exceedingly greatard, world without end.

As the Lord is an abiding portion, so is Heappropriateportion in every way suitable to content
the soul. Man was made in the image of God andimgthill satisfy man but God, in whose image he
was made. Manna was fit food for man and God Hifmsédit sustenance for the man of God. Only in
the Lord can the mind and heart find that whichtfadir faculties require for their development guea-
fection. When renewed by grace, our powers aretaddp receive God and to rejoice in Him and hence
a full possession of God is the craving of the hdarGod there is food for memory which looks upon
the past and for hope which gazes into the fufiorehe judgment which weighs, for the will whicke-d
cides, for the affections which clasp, and for imagination which creates. There is no power of hu-
manity which is properly a part of God-made manahhdoes not find its due sphere and place in God.
How well my portion suits me! Adam was not morédhatne in paradise than | am in my God. My soul
by grace is brought into a place of sweet contadtdelights herself in the abundance of peace.

This portion is to the fullest degree satisfyingpthNng else will ever end the awful hunger of the
soul of man, which, like the grave, forever yawaos more. But the infinite God fills the heart anel h
who has gotten the Lord for his portion has alt tiewscan desire—

“All my capacious powers can wish

In You does richly meet.”
You may sit down and imagine all that you couldéaished and then if you rightly view your God,
you will see that He surpasses all your desireseNeven in eternity, will you be able to concedfea
joy beyond your God, a bliss surpassing Himself.

Next, dear brethren, the Lord is alevatingportion. A man is gradually changed into the imafe
that which he loves. He who has his portion in thald grows worldly. When a man gives himself to
any pursuit he first of all molds and then it moldeim. We say a man rides a hobby, but after a while
the hobby rides the man. You will find it so. Noaiman seeks his wealth in the things of this difel
covets gold, he will become metallic, hard, andeefihg. He who lives to increase his land soon be-
comes of the earth, earthy. To pursue carnal thimljslegrade a man, cramp his mind, and hold mm i
captivity to base materialism. He that loves tordahat he may gratify his covetousness by counting
over his stores, what a wretched creature he bexoBwudter, by far to be a poor squirrel who in due
time enjoys the little store of nuts and acorn$iée gathered than hoard for our heirs who will keag
us for our pains. The worldling is little bettelaththe mole who burrows through the earth and never
looks upon the sun. Earth, earth, earth—nothingeluth does the carnal heart care for—its facudtres
all pressed downward and forced to become adapteitsfgroveling sphere. Nothing is more debasing
than to live for self and the more a selfish maa thee more base-hearted does he become. But if our
portion is the Lord, our delight in Him raises ¢lioughts and purifies our emotions. Covetousness, s
ishness, worldliness all vanish when God is aklirto us. If God is ours, we seek to be like Hime-w
become followers of God as dear children. “He tieg this hope in him purifies himself.” He who is
possessed of the light is filled with light—He whas God is filled with God. The Holy Spirit trans-
forms us until at last He makes us to be qualifeedwell with Him forever.

Only one more thought on this portion, although ynare crowding upon my mind. If God is my
portion, then my portion iall of grace,for no one can merit God. The idea is utterlyaudtbus, if not
profane. No human excellence could merit deitythén, the Lord is my portion, let my song alwags b
of that rich, free, sovereign, boundless grace wkigiven to me who deserves hell, but obtainyéea

| want to call your attention once more to thigniteé possession or rather tioe seasonable utter-
anceof David concerning it, for it is very notewortliyat this holy claim has generally been made by
godly men at peculiar times. Did you ever notice plarallel passages? Truly the Lord is His people’s
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God at all times, but His people rejoice most ia plossession of Him when they have most trouble. In
the particular instance before us | find in theyffirst verse, “The proud have had me greatly ami-d
sion: yet have | not declined from Your law,” amdtie sixty-first verse, “The bands of the wickex/é
robbed me: but | have not forgotten Your law.” Dthappears to have been between two fires—derided
by the proud and robbed by the oppressor—andirt ike middle of this double trouble that he puis i
his claim, “You are my portion, O Lord.” Perhapg tlobbers helped him to think more of that treasure
which no thief can steal. Perhaps the derisiorhefgroud made him remember the kindly condescen-
sion of the high and lofty One that inhabits etgrnivho deigned to be his portion. Look at anotiner
stance, where the same language is used, namétgalm 16:5, and you will find the psalmist decare
“The Lord is the portion of my inheritance and oy cup: You maintain my lot. Therefore my heart is
glad, and my glory rejoices: my flesh also shadt ta hope. For You will not leave my soul in helgi-
ther will You suffer your Holy One to see corruptidSo far as this language is that of David atyau
see that he claims God for his portion in the pesspf death and the grave. How good it is to have
living hope in dying moments, to be full of lighthen peering into the darkness of the grave. When
death is taking away everything else, then doe<Ctmgstian cling to the portion which can never be
touched by death’s bony fingers. Read, again, & gventy-third psalm, at the twenty-sixth verse.
There Asaph claims God as his portion. But you ktlegvpsalm is all about the trouble of mind which
he felt while he fretted over his own afflictiondanontrasted it with the prosperity of the wick€&he
more instance. In Lamentations 3:24, Jeremiah say& Lord is my portion, says my soul; therefore
will 1 hope in Him.” But that is said in connectiomith a long roll of sorrows concerning which the
prophet had said, “O that my head were waterspayndyes a fountain of tears.” Beloved, learn tass |
son—if in Scripture you find God claimed as thetor of His saints when under different forms of tr
al, then when you are in deep affliction and wheo gome near to die, you also may find the strength
of your heart and the sustenance of your couragf@srsame blessed fact that the Lord is your porti
Il. Secondly, let us consider THE APPROPRIATE RESOLWN]O have said that | would keep
Your words.” Here noticehe preface “I have said.” Why did he not put it, “You are npprtion, O
Lord; I will keep Your words”? No, he writes “I hawsaid it,” which means deliberation. He had thaugh
over his happiness in having such a portion. Wien? His thoughts began to stir within him andde d
vise a fit expression for his gratitude and heast kaid, “I will keep Your words.” It was no hasty
thought but a determined resolve. | suppose herakans that he had given a distinct pledge. He had
opened his mouth to the Lord and could not go bddkave said”—to my God, to myself, to my fellow
men, “I have said | will keep Your words.” It sidies also an adherence to what had been said—I have
said it and that is an end of all question aboudd not distress me any more, the die is casivéltsaid
it, and—
“High heaven, that heard the solemn vow,
That vow renewed shall daily hear:
Till in life’s latest hour | bow,
And bless in death a bond so dear.”
| have said it, my God, and | will not unsay it. ¥h have written | have written. Others have heasd
say it. | have said it in the presence of a clolivitnesses, men and angels looking on. | have isaid
and so let it stand in time and in eternity.
It is time that we investigatetthe link between the portion possessed and the resolutamenit is
not very difficult to discover. God is best knownus by His words. His works reveal Him by a reflec
ed light as the moon, but His words display Himabgirect light as a very sun of light to us. Howldo
know God except by His words? The God of revelaisthe Christian’s God. Philosophers nowadays
worship a god of their own imagination—they constra God out of their own consciousness and a
very pretty God he is indeed. But the God of theisEian is the God who has spoken and whose words
are preserved here, in THE BOOK. The God of theired Word is our God and because this God is
our portion and we know Him by His words, therefbesve we said we will keep His words.
| want you to notice that there always seems t@lsen a connection between the possession of the
portion and the keeping of the words. When God salbraham, “Fear not, Abram: | am your shield,
and your exceeding great reward,” (Gen 15:1) tie fiurther down, in the sixth verse, we read, “Aral
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believed in the Lord; and He counted it to himrighteousness.” First he receives God to be his, 6lvn
am Your shield"—and then he keeps God’s Word, ®bhklieves it. How did he know that God was his
shield except through the Word which God had spdkenim? Notice in the first verse, “After these
things the word of the Lord came unto Abram,” agdia in the fourth verse, “And, behold, the word of
the Lord came unto him.” He believed—this was Alarats way of keeping the words of the Lord and
it is worthy of our imitation. Oh for grace to bmhe every word that God speaks and to never st@i® a
unto unbelief on any pretense whatever, for evasgdvof the Lord is sure and abides true forever.

By keeping God's words, we fulfill the type of Istan the wilderness. Do you not remember the
story of the manna, which is contained in the gm®te of Exodus? Now, the manna is so named, accord-
ing to Rabbi Kimchi, because the people saw ieirt“portion.” Our version reads, “They said, gt i
manna”"—for they were not sure what it was, but atiog to the rabbi, they said, “It is a portionr fo
they knew not what it was.” Men did eat angels’dan the wilderness. They realized there that, “Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every wordt throceeds out of the mouth of God.” Their feeding
on manna was the type of the Lord being our portitut what then? They ate the manna, but did they
keep any part of it? Assuredly they did. See theytisecond verse, “This is the thing which the d.or
commands, Fill an omer of it to be kept for youngetions; that they may see the bread wherewith |
have fed you in the wilderness, when | brought fgth from the land of Egypt. And Moses said unto
Aaron, Take a pot, and put an omer full of manreadim, and lay it up before the Lord, to be kept fo
your generations.” God Himself is my manna or mortand therefore | will treasure up Himself as ble i
revealed in His Word, which is the golden pot iniahhthe heavenly food is preserved. Brethren, $et u
keep the divine Word in the very secrets of ourthasin a golden pot, saying with the psalmistoty
Word have | hid in my heart, that | might not sgamst You.”

Another beautiful type of the exaltation which theliever gets when he can practically realize our
text will be found in Numbers 18:20, “And the Lasdoke unto Aaron, You shall have no inheritance in
the land, neither shall you have any part amonghtHeam Your part and your inheritance among the
children of Israel.” See, beloved, we take our shaith the high priest, for he had God to be hie so
and only portion. Was it not a better portion tlainthe rest put together? Happy are the peoplemvho
the Lord Jesus has made to be priests and to wheimall given the priest’s portion, namely, Himself.
But what is our duty if this is the case? We musderhow the priests of the tribe of Levi behaved an
imitate them. We read in Deuteronomy 33:9, “Whalsamnto his father and to his mother, | have not
seen him; neither did he acknowledge his brethmenknew his own childrerfor they have observed
Your Word, and kept Your covenantheir heritage was the Lord and they kept His woifdr the
priest’s lips should keep knowledge. They lived mplee meat of the Lord’s house and they were bound
carefully to keep His ordinances. If you are psastto God, it falls unto you likewise that as Gethe
lot of your inheritance and your portion, your gaiusiness is, like the tribe of Levi, to obserte t
Word of God and keep His covenant.

Moreover, the words of God are our title-deeds uo portion. Men despise them and so might a
stranger pour contempt upon old deeds relatingrapesty in which he has no concern. “What is the
good of those old parchments?” says the ignoramtwigen he sees legal documents. “What is the good
of the old Book?” cry others even more ignorant, e know their value—those to whom those title-
deeds secure an inheritance prize them exceedMfignever you hear people talking about Bibliolatry
and finding fault with us for believing in verbalgpiration, you will find that they set small stdrg
covenant treasures. And what is more, you will sdignover that they tamper with our divine chamter
order to rob us of the choice truths of the gospatd-that the top and bottom of their meddling it
divine words of inspiration is a design to take gwheeir portion from the people of God. Let therorsd
and you will soon see them tearing away one pgelafter another and making great havoc with our
comforts. Therefore, warned by what we have seem ttho, we have said, “I will keep Your words,” for
we shall not else be able to keep God for our portif we let even the jots and tittles go, we rsagn
discover a flaw in our title and we cannot affooddb that. Our possession is too precious for uane
per with the securities by which we hold it. “Yoreany portion, O Lord; | have said that | would gee
Your words.”
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Now, very briefly, what ighis work of keeping God’s word$pray God the Holy Spirit to help us
to know it by practically carrying it out every dafour lives.

First, then, there is a WORD which above all ibéokept, enshrined in the heart and obeyed in the
life. “In the beginning was the Word.” That veryme, “the Word,” given to Christ, puts the highest
honor upon every other word of revelation. Bewdrérifiing or being negligent towards any word of
the Lord, since Jesus Christ is the chief and stitheowords of God. Keep Him, hold Him, abide in
Him, continue in Him, never let Him go.

“I have said that | would keep Your words”—this medhe word of thgospel This we will accept
by sincere and simple faith. The gospel of freegyraf substitution, of atonement by blood, of ijicst-
tion by faith—this we will hold by faith right stdéastly so long as we breathe. All our hope hahgset
and therefore there we will abide, neither shayl seduce us from it.

“I have said that | would keep Your words”—that‘iswill believe Your doctrines” When | cannot
comprehend the great mysteries | will still beligkem. Though others dispute, | will believe! Déspi
the insinuations of crafty men, | will hold to tdectrines of grace intensely—believing them as lasg
reason holds her throne. What | see to be in G@tsd, | will not dare to doubt or neglect. The doc-
trines of grace are the backbone of the ChristfanKeep to them for your comfort and you shaNere
be ashamed of them. If you willingly tamper withyaome of the doctrines, there is no knowing where
you will drift. Cast out more anchors—never let Yessel drive.

“I have said that | would keep Your words,” that Your words ofprecept What You biddest me
do, I will delight to do. | will not merely rejoicm the doctrines, but in the commands also andl sk
for grace to obey them all. | will keep Your ordmas too, for they are a part of Your Word andtare
be kept as they were delivered, without additiodiatinution. | will not say, “This is non-essenteahd
this is unimportant,” but, “I have said that | wdWeep Your words and keep them | will, through ¥ou
grace, in every particular. | will do what You bakt me, as you biddest me, when You biddest me.” So
much evil has grown out of slight departures frooni@ure that Christian men ought to be very scrupu
lous and carefully observe every ordinance asseidorth in the Word.

“I have said that | would keep Your words,” that lisvill keep Yourpromisesin my heart to com-
fort me. | will keep them in my faith, expectingethfulfilment, in my mind for daily use and solgc
and on my tongue, that | may encourage otherseSime Lord keeps His promises by fulfilling them,
we ought to keep them by remembering them.

“I have said that | will keep Your words,” and thlaspecially includes the word which the Lord has
pledged in His covenant. | will rejoice to thinkathYou have by deed of gift made Yourself over & m
How will | keep in mind Your Word and oath pledgedthe Lord Jesus on my behalf! How will | re-
joice in the blood which ratified the covenant amdhe covenant word itself! See what sea roomvkeha
in my topic and yet | have merely coasted and eftithe shore. What boundless sailing room there
would be if we were to launch out into the deep.

My brethren, pray for grace to keep every word ofi®vith all your hearts. Do not believe, as some
do, that it does not matter what is truth or wisafalsehood. It makes all the difference concemabl
God’s word against man’s word any day in the wedkar that the ancient power of Protestantism has
evaporated through the influence of those who hotde views upon inspiration and who are busy
manufacturing new gospels instead of preachingottieone which is already in the Word. The great
thinkers may propound what they choose and thexéemen of this age may invent what doctrines
they like, but one thing | know, they will not caughose who have God for their portion to give up H
words. For these 24 years, you have found me heching the words of God and you will find me
here still if | live another 24 years. By His grdcam incapable of moving one inch away from tha ol
faith. One thing | know, namely, the gospel of gitb8on, and one thing | do, namely, preach have
determined to know nothing among you save JesustGind Him crucified. When we get through all
the words of God, we will begin them again, butskell still keep to the old Book and its old, otdry.
The children shall go on eating their daily bread aot even for novelty’s sake will we give thene th
stones of modern thought.

Now, to conclude. This blessed subject very paipfsliggests to me a solemn contrast. Will you at
your leisure read another portion which the Lorserges for certain persons? God grant we may never
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inherit it. It is the portion for hypocrites. In Mhew 24:50, our Lord speaks very strongly of soars

| will tell you the reason why He deals so terrilhth them. He says of some that, “the Lord of that
servant shall come in a day when he looks not far Bhd in an hour that he is not aware of, andl shal
cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion whi lhypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnassfing
teeth.” Do you know what this man had done? Heratdkept Christ’'s word. His Master had said that
He would come and he did not keep the word abaisécond coming, nor believe in it at all, but ac-
cording to the forty-eighth verse, he said, “My datelays his coming,” and then he began to act upon
it, to smite his fellow servants, and to eat andkdand to be drunken, so that, not keeping whateso
think a very small matter—the Word concerning th&ufe coming of Christ—he was found to be a
hypocrite and had his portion appointed with fdisawted pretenders. The same passage, with a little
variation, comes in Luke 12:46, where the unfaitlsirvant is said to have his “portion with unbelie
ers,” which is equally to be dreaded. The threatreemost to apply to ministers and teachers of the
Word who are unfaithful to the truth. The condemoeé was not a faithful and wise steward and did
not bring forth things new and old with which tefehis Master’s servants and he also doubted whethe
his Master would ever come to call him to accodmd so he had his portion among unbelievers. It wil
be an awful thing for me and for any minister hereany other teacher of the people, if we do miwigo
forth things new and old out of the gospel to dive saints their portion of meat in due seasowelf
keep the Lord’s servants without their portion, stmll be kept without our portion, or rather welsha
have it, but it will be a portion of the most awkihd. This makes it solemn work for any of you who
attempt to teach others. God grant that you mag fpvth a good portion. Give out the things tha ar
new, that is the gospel, which is always new, aind gut the old things, the antiquities of eveilagt
love and electing grace, bring them all forth ilmgortion lest you be found at last to have beereunb
lievers.

We will finish when we duly note one more pointymey this, that if you do diligently keep God’s
words and if it is the joy of your heart to live ¢timem, feed upon them, and defend them against all
comers, you may take this as an evidence that g@oree of the Lord’s people. Poor Job fell backrupo
that when he was in great distress. And at suckossayou may do the same. Job 23:8-10, “Behold, I g
forward, but He is not there; and backward, buanrot perceive Him: on the left hand, where He does
work, but | cannot behold Him: He hides Himself the right hand, that | cannot see Him: but He
knows the way that | take: when He has tried nehall come forth as gold.” And why? “My foot has
held His steps, His way have | kept, and not dedlirNeither have | gone back from the commandment
of His lips; | have esteemed the words of His moutite than my necessary food,” or “my portion,” for
so many translate it. The words of God were deairto He felt he had kept them and therefore he, sai
“He knows the way that | take: when He has tried imghall come forth as gold.” If you trifle with
God’s words you will miss a great evidence of bdihg child. Unless you are very strict as to wha y
believe and what you do, making the Word of Gotddhe chart by which you steer your course, when
you come into stormy waters and the devil begingmapt you and the world laughs at you, you will no
be able to fall back upon the evidence which Jadddceo honestly quote in his own favor, neithed wil
you have the sweet confidence that when the Losdtted you, He will bring you forth as gold. The
Lord bless you, for Christ’'s sake. Amen.
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