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“Wait on the Lord: be of good courage and He shatrengthen
your heart: walit, | say, on the Lord.”
Psalm 27:14.

THE Christian’s life is no child’s play. All who ka gone on pilgrimage to the celestial city have
found a rough road, sloughs of despond and hillglifficulty, giants to fight and tempters to shun.
Hence there are two perils to which Christianseaigosed—the one is that under heavy pressure they
should start away from the path which they oughpucsue—the other is lest they should grow fearful
of failure and so become faint-hearted in theiyhaurse. Both these dangers had evidently occuored
David and in the text he is led by the Holy Spioitspeak about them. “Do not,” he seems to say, “do
not think that you are mistaken in keeping to theeywf faith. Do not turn aside to crooked policyo D
not begin to trust in an arm of flesh, but wait npgbe Lord.” And, as if this were a duty in whicke\are
doubly apt to fail, he repeats the exhortation anakes it more emphatic the second time, “Waityl sa
on the Lord.” Hold on with your faith in God. Peveee in walking according to His will. Let nothing
seduce you from your integrity—let it never be safiggou, “You ran well, what did hinder you thatwo
did not obey the truth?” And lest we should be famour minds, which was the second danger, the
psalmist says, “Be of good courage, and He shadhgthen your heart.” There is really nothing to be
depressed about. There is no real danger—you &ewdale God lives and while Christ pleads and
while the Spirit of God dwells in you. Therefores bot dismayed, nor even dream of fear. Be not tim-
orous and unbelieving, but play the man. “Wait lo@ Lord: be of good courage and He shall strengthen
your heart.” The object of our discourse this mognwill be the encouragement of those who feel in
any degree whatever dispirited and depressed auatof the hard places of the way or the oppasitio
of the world. May the divine Spirit, whose peculd@fice it is to be the Comforter of His peoplewno
give the oil of joy to all who mourn and courageatbwho tremble.

We shall look at our text under four heads. Fi@sid is to be waited on. Secondlycourage isto be
maintained. Thirdly, waiting upon God will sustain courage and fourthly,experience has proven this—
for David sets his own seal to the text when hes sayait, | say, on the Lord.” As much as to say—I
have tried and proven the power of communion witd @nd therefore personally give my advice that
you continually wait upon the Lord and you will geeatly strengthened.

|. First, then, dear friends, GOD IS TO BE WAITED ORhat word, “wait,” is so exceedingly
comprehensive that | quite despair of bringing ewtry shade of its meaning. The word “walk” de-
scribes almost the whole of Christian life and segithis word “wait,” for rightly understood waigins
active as well as passive, energetic as well asrgand to wait upon the Lord necessitates as rhoeh
ly courage as warring and fighting with His enemi& are to waibn, wait upon, and waitfor the
Lord, for it is written, “They that wait on the Labsshall inherit the earth.” “They that wait upor thord
shall renew their strength.” And, “Blessed arettadly that wait for Him.”

What do we mean, then, by “wait on the Lord"? |, dagt, let us wait on the Lords a beggar waits
for alms at the rich man’s door. We are very poor and nekhoring under such necessities that the
whole world cannot supply what we require. Only@ad is there a supply for the deep poverty of our
souls. We have gone to His door, many of us, arathked and waited, and in so doing, we have ob-
tained very gracious answers. If others of us lmteseen the door of mercy open to us, let usvadit
at the posts of the Lord’s door, still knock anidl &bpe for His salvation. Are you seeking the Bav
and are you trusting Him, and have you not yetiobththe peace which comes with believing? Then
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with great persistence continue in prayer and wajtremembering that the blessing is worth waiting
for—it is such a treasure that if you had to waitd lifetime to fully obtain it, you would be wetpaid
when it came. Wait, but knock as you wait, withveert pleading and strong confidence, for the Lord
Himself waits to be gracious to you. Agonize inideand let not the knocker of heaven’s gate esst. r
Make the door of mercy resound again and again yathr resolute blows upon it. The Lord is good to
them that wait for Him. He will in due time answgu. It shall never be said that any were sent away
empty from His gate. He has not spoken in secratdiark place of the earth, nor said unto the séed
Jacob, “Seek you My face in vain.” Pray on, beliemg and as surely as God’s promise is true, He wil
in due time grant you conscious salvation, yourdhsiaall be lifted high above your enemies round
about you, and you shall rejoice with unspeakaiyeand full of glory. The devil bids you cease from
prayer. He tells you that the little faith you hawél never save you. Do not believe him. Stand,fas
pray on, believe on, expect on—though the visiorytavait for it—it shall come, it shall not tarryhe
Lord grant you grace to wait in all humility, forhat are you but a beggar and beggars must not be
choosers. It is good that a man both hope andlguwietit for the salvation of God, for they shalltrize
ashamed that wait for Him. To cling to the crossiest at the altar of our Lord’s atonement isghtest
course. Believingly to wait upon the Lord, pleadihg all-prevailing name of Jesus, is the suppbant
best posture.

| trust many in the house of God this morning hpassed from this stage to the next—they asit
learners for instruction. The disciple waits at His Master’s feet and acaoydis the Teacher chooses to
speak, so the disciple’s ears are opened. Margtsd¢sus’ feet. Some stand in the crowd and ligten
little and soon they are gone, but the true discgilides in the school and waits to hear what lastéf
will say. We bow down at His feet with this humbésolve that whatsoever He says we will hear and
whatever His doctrine, precept, or promise mayweewill drink it all in with intense delight. Theup
pils of the old philosophers were apt to walk ie troves of Academia till the wise men were ready t
come and speak with them, and when any one of itbe men began to speak, the young disciples qui-
etly followed his steps, eagerly catching up evamcious sentence which he might utter. Much more
should it be so with us towards our Lord Jesus.usefollow Him in every page of inspiration, study
every line of creation, and learn of Him in all tte&achings of His providence. Let us catch thetésin
whisper of His Spirit and yield to each divine inlgr1 “Wait, | say, on the Lord.” If you are to be i
structed disciples it must be by a diligent, pdti@ersevering waiting upon Him who is the fountafn
all knowledge and the sun of all light. May we newatrun our Master by conceited speculations and
vain imaginations, but may we wait till He speaksl de content to remain in ignorance unless He
chooses to withdraw the veil.

A third form of this waiting will come out underdhigure of waitingas a servant waits upon his
lord. A true servant is anxious to know what his mastshes him to do and when he once knows it, he
is happy to undertake it and carry it through. leag houses, certain servants inquire of the mastee
morning, “Sir, what are your orders for the day®iithte this and when you rise in the morning, alsvay
wait upon your Lord to know what are His commanaistiie day. Say, “Show me what You would have
me do. Teach me Your way, O Lord. Lead me in angbaith. Inform me as to what to seek and what to
shun, for my will is to do Your will in all things.Notice how maid-servants watch their mistresses
when they are waiting at table or serving abouthibese. A word is enough and sometimes a look or a
nod of the head is all the direction needed. Salshib be with us—we should eagerly desire to know
the mind of the Lord and carefully watch for indioas of it. As the eyes of a maiden are unto thedh
of her mistress, so should our eyes wait upon trel bur God. We, who are the ministers of the Lord
Jesus, ought to be looking all around to see wieatawn do in God’s house. Good servants do not need
to be told of every little thing—they have their stex’s interest at heart and they perceive whatilsho
be done and they do it. Oh, to be always waitingdo/et more and more for Jesus. | would go up and
down my Master’s house, seeing what | can do far Iitle children whom | delight to cherish. What
part of the house needs sweeping and cleaning/ thiaty quietly go about it. What part of the table
needs to be furnished with food, that | may bringjas His steward things new and old. What thete is
be done for my Master towards those who are witlamat what is to be done for those already in His
family. You will never be short of work if with yowhole heart you wait upon the Lord. We do ilié
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stand idly gazing up into heaven expecting His egrand making it a pretense for doing little ormot
ing to win souls. Our wisest course is, as menekpect their Lord, to stand with our loins girdaour
lamps trimmed. You know what the Orientals meanhhying their loins girt—they gathered up their
loose flowing garments when they meant work—evem &srd-working man among us takes off his
coat and works in his shirtsleeves. Stand like wark with your sleeves up—that is the English of it,
ready for any work which your Master may appoinbuYput on the uniform of the Lord Jesus years ago
when you were baptized into His name—take careegpkt spotless, for it is known to be connected
with a sinless Prince. Never, by disobedience, ntakeuniform to be a lie, for if you are not Hig\se
ant, why should you wear the garb of His househ8ed®ved, “He that waits upon his master shall be
honored.” Let us not fail in waiting upon ours.

Sometimes the servant will have to wait in absoio&etion and this is not always to the taste of en
ergetic minds. | suppose that walking round Jergikalays and doing nothing must have been very dis
tasteful to the men of war who wanted to be conimbglows. They might have said, “Why should we
and all the multitude march round the walls andhdthing?” The men of war chafed in their harness
and longed to be at the foe. It is said that Wegthn kept back the Guards at Waterloo till far itiie
fight and it must, | should think, have needed moatirage on their part to remain calm and quietevhi
cannon were roaring, the battle raging and thesstyihg about them. They must not stir till thenco
mander-in-chief gives the order, “Up, Guards, antham!” Then will they clear the field and utterly
annihilate the foe. They were as much serving ttauntry by lying still till the time came as thesere
by dashing forward when at last the word was giw#ait then upon your Lord in all sorts of service
and patience, for this is what He would have you do

Another form of this waiting may be comparedattraveler waiting the directions of his guide or a
mariner waiting upon the pilot who takes chargéisfship. We are to wait upon God for direction in
the entire voyage of life. He is at the helm and hiand is to steer our course. | am fearful thateso
Christians very greatly fail in waiting upon thertddor guidance, yet the types and examples oCtde
Testament very strongly enforce this duty. | willegyou one type and one example. The type shall be
Israel in the wilderness. There was a straight wa¢anaan and | suppose it would not occupy many
days to go from Goshen to Jerusalem. They musthaowtever, take that way, but follow their leader.
When they had wandered even for a year in the wikhs, they might soon have reached the land, for
in fact they were near its borders, but no, theystngo where the famous pillar, which indicated the
presence of God, should conduct them. If it renstationary for a year, the tents must not remtve.
it was up early in the morning, again and again again for a whole succession of weary marching
days, Israel must not dare rest. Under the shatleegdillar of cloud must they abide by day andigkt
must be their glory by night. Everywhere they warewnait for the heavenly signal and never choose
their own path. Do you watch the cloud, my bretRr&o you wait upon the Lord for guidance? Do you
continually say, “I pray You show me Your way”? Bou commit your own way unto the Lord? If not,
how little you have learned the true position amdilege of the people of God. The example | take
from David’s own life. If you have noticed the foeenth chapter of the First Book of Chronicles, you
will read that David, being threatened by the Btiilies, inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall | gp u
against them?” And he had for an answer, “Go up] fill deliver them into your hands.” Encouraged
by the oracle, he went forth to the attack andiedrall before him like the breaking forth of adbh
The Philistines rallied again and spread themsediesad in the valley and surely David might haele f
quite safe in falling upon them. What further diress could he need? Would not the former oracle
avail now that the same circumstances were oc@#rBut no, the man of God did not feel safe urdil h
had laid the new case before the Lord and it ierced, “Therefore David inquired again of God.” §hi
time the response was very different, possiblyisodwn surprise, David received orders not to go up
after the Philistines, but to turn away from thend @ome upon them over against the mulberry trees.
When he should hear a sound of the going in the edphe mulberry trees, he was to bestir himseit,
not just then. He followed the new directions agdia smote the host of the Philistines. Brothent wa
on the Lord often. Though you were wise in the iagicate business, you may be a fool over the nex
simple matter. In fact, it is over the simple megttdhat we make our great blunders in life, evelsezel
did with the Gibeonites when they came with oldeshand patched, and bread that was moldy—half an
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eye might have sufficed to see through their triolt, Israel acted hastily, ate bread with them, enad
treaty with them, and inquired not at the handhef ltord. Not so David, he was never slow to seek di
vine guidance. | admire that which comes out inaidlly about him in the saying of Abimelech, the
priest at Nob. When Saul accused him of having ineguof the Lord for David, Abimelech replied,
“Did | then begin to inquire of God for him?” As rthu as to say, “He is an old frequenter of the Lerd’
courts. He has inquired of God many and many a biefere this. To accuse me of inquiring of the Lord
for him, as though | was abetting rebellion, isustj for | only did for David what | had often dohe-
fore.” Hence it was that David behaved himself Wisa a perfect way, because he followed not his
own judgment but waited on the Lord. There was ac@asion, when he marched against Nabal in the
heat of his wrath, when he went in his own spaitd not under heavenly influences. And had it not
been that the Lord sent a wise woman to crossdtis, ine had shed blood that day and it would have
been a grief of mind to him all his life. Oh tha¢ wid more sincerely wait upon the Lord in the seofs
seeking instruction as to our path in life, theruldoHe fulfill His promise to us, “Your ears shakar a
voice behind you, saying, This is the way, walk yoit.”

| have not yet exhausted the word, “wait,” for wegbt to wait upon Gods a child waits upon its
parent. Our children can seldom be accused of having Isexglectations with reference to us. They
have desires and wants almost countless and theyslexpect their parents to readily supply them—in
which reckoning, | have no doubt, they have besmgty confirmed by their past experience. Nodittl
child thinks of providing for himself, nor does deeam of directing his own course in life. You cahn
get that little head to be thoughtful about tomasrsofood. You cannot force that little heart to doex-
ious about the next suit of clothes. To all sugestoubt, the little lips reply, “My father knowshat |
have need of and | am sure he will give it to n&uth is the happy, restful life of a loving chiladethis
is as it should be with us. It is my Father's besmto provide for me. His name is Jehovah-Jitek. |
my Father’s business to preserve me. He has giveardjels charge to keep me in all my ways. Itys m
Father’s business to mark out the future for meadnot see even into tomorrow. My eyes are dim, but
my Father knows all about what shall be and He balready for whatever shall happen, therefore
would | wait upon Him, raise no questions, and exggeat mercies. Blessed are they who are thus
found waiting.

And then, perhaps, | may add one more thing, welgheait upon the Lorés a courtier waits up-
on his prince. He that is at court and seeks to rise to favatswgon his prince with the desire to be
employed in the royal service, that he may proweldyal zeal. He counts any sort of employment at
court to be a great honor. He tells his friends thiey accept it as a subject of congratulation tieabhas
obtained such-and-such work to do for the king.dgéghts to increase the honor and dignity of his
prince’s court, for he shares in it himself. Bretiyrhow carefully should you and | endeavor to show
forth the honor of our Lord Jesus among the someeaf, for has He not made us kings and priests and
should we not exalt His glorious name forever? \Weutd seek to make our Lord Jesus famous to the
world’s end—our daily conversation and our currelmaracter, our private and public behavior should
all tend to increase our Master’s honor among tms ®f men. We must be ready for anything for Jesus
and everything for Jesus, counting that we oursefre honored by disgrace if we bring honor to Him.
Sir Walter Raleigh was wise in his generation wheriook off his richly embroidered cloak to spréad
over a miry place, that Queen Elizabeth’s feet migbt be dampened. The courtier knew how to
smooth his own road by caring for his queen. Angshwith unselfish motives, out of pure revererare f
our Lord, let us be willing to be made as the stteedbe walked over if Jesus can thereby be honored
Let us lay out for our Lord the best that we haxasn to the character which is dear to us astbfj if
by so doing we may bring glory to the holy and bégkname of our Redeemer. Henceforth it is ours to
live unto the Lord and die unto the Lord. We wikkitvon the Lord and keep His way and may His grace
enable us daily to say, “I wait for the Lord, mysdoes wait, and in His Word do | hope.”

Il. Secondly, COURAGE IS TO BE MAINTAINED. “Be of gootburage.” Our good Lord and
Master ought not to be followed by cowards. Be @bddjcourage, you that wait on the Lord. Have
courage of hope concerning the faith which you are exercising ugrist. You are just beginning,
some of you, to believe in Jesus and you are athaitiHe will cast you away, or fearful that youlwi
not obtain full salvation from sin. | have alread{d you to continue to knock at mercy’'s door—do so
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but be of good courage, for that door will certginpen to you. He that asks receives, he that seeks
finds, and to him that knocks it shall be openeakelheart, poor fainting one, the Lord has a tesgler
towards mourning souls. He is very good to those s&ek Him. Though you are like poor trembling
Mercy who fainted outside the door of the intererat house, yet your Lord thinks upon you and He
says, “Come in, you blessed of the Lord, why do gtand outside?” He will not suffer those to perish
who humbly wait on Him. The light of His countenarghall yet be yours. Be of good courage, O seek-
er!

Be also of good courage, you who have newly found.HBe boldto avow your faith. Remember
that the trust which you repose in Jesus is afiaiste one and can be vindicated against all comers
therefore do not hide it. | hate to see a Christienlike a rat behind the wall, who comes peeping
when everything is still to see if anybody is absatthat he may get his crumbs, but if there i$ &al
sound of a foot anywhere, away he slips and hiduséif in his hole. No, if you belong to Christ,cav
it. What is there to be ashamed of? To believetihita—shall a man blush at that? To follow infinite
purity and holiness incarnate in Christ Jesudiase anything to be ashamed of in that? No, rdéters
wear our colors before the face of all men andhiidth our banner in all companies, for it is a eafss
glorying rather than for blushing that we are oa tlord’s side. It is the best thing about us. Ithe
greatest mercy we have ever received, why shouldomeeal it? Wait on the Lord, be of good courage,
and confess your faith before men, you that havdynleeen brought to Jesus.

Then go farther. Be of good courageemdeavoring to spread the faith which you have received.
When you go to speak to others about the greaasaihy be not afraid. If it is new work to you, are
say you will tremble, but still do it and ask thertl to give you greater confidence in proclaimihg t
tidings of His grace. If you speak with infidel bf good courage, though for a while you cannadl le
them to believe. If you speak to those who arerieed against the truth, be of good courage, what ha
can they do to you that shall be equal to the hgmwill suffer by becoming a coward? Be of good
courage and undertake great things for Christ. BtceRpect a defeat, but dare and venture all fon.Hi
Do something more than you are able to do, expgstiength beyond your own to be afforded you, and
it will certainly come. “Wait on the Lord: be of gd courage and He shall strengthen your heart6fBe
good courage, then, in the way of practical enéogyhe advancement of your Redeemer’s cause.

Be of good couragehen you pray for others. Wait on the Lord about your children and be obdjo
courage and expect to see them saved. Wait ondta dbout your servants, about your brothers and
sisters, about your neighbors—be of good couragetaibhem—believe that God hears prayer and that
your intercessions will bless those for whom yoayprntercession has great influence with Gods It i
no vain thing to wait upon the Lord for the soulothers. Thousands now in heaven owe their conver-
sion to the prayers of the saints and thereforadplgith great courage. Never cease to pray and when
you pray, pray not as though you spoke to a tyr@ottant to hear or to a forgetful God who woudd f
to answer, but wait on Him with quiet confidencel gou shall not come away empty.

Be of good courage, too, alsomaking self-sacrifices for the cause of Christ. If you lose a situation
because you are honest, be of good courage, ybieviio loser in the long run. Are there some who
despise you because you are a Christian? Be of gmaége, their opinion is of very little worth aimd
the judgment of angels and good men you stand hgty. Are you like Moses when he refused the
treasures of Egypt with all the honors of the cdle of good courage, the Lord will give you, eugn
this life, a recompense and in the world to confie gverlasting. If it should come to losing allibave
for Jesus’ sake, be of good courage, for he tlsasidis life for Christ’s sake shall find it andthat be-
comes poor for the cause of Christ shall be etrnah. Be of good courage!

Once again, if you are called énmdure great affliction, sharp pain, frequent sickness, if business
goes amiss, if riches take to themselves wingsflgnaway, if friends forsake you and foes surround
you, be of good courage, for the God upon whomwait will not forsake you. Never let it be said tha
a soldier of the cross flinched in the day of leatBear your Father’s will, glad to have such ehEgs
will to bear. If grace cannot enable us to endliréhat nature can heap upon us, what is graceh®ort
Now is the time, my dear brother, in the floodsadfersity, to see whether your faith is real faitnot.
Mere sunshine faith is not worth having. We waratt ttwhich will outlive the most terrible storm that
ever beclouded the heavens. Wait on the Lord, bgootl courage, though heart and flesh should fail

Volume 23 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 5




6 Brave Waiting Sermon #1371

you. Though eyes grow dim and the light of day $thdse quite shut out, though hearing should fad an
the daughters of music be silent, though all thersiof the senses should be closed, though thetsear
of the body should totter and the keepers of thesbshould tremble, yes, though death itself should
remove this feeble body, yet there is no causdefar, but we may exclaim with dying Jacob, “I have
waited for Your salvation, O Lord.” Let not yourdrés be troubled. Wait on the Lord and couragel shal
revive.

[11. Our third point is that WAITING UPON GOD SUSTAINSQLIRAGE. Beloved, if ever you
begin to grow weary in the good ways of God, waibru Him with double earnestness. You have heard
of the famous giant whom Hercules could not kiflchuse the earth was his mother and every time Her-
cules dashed him down, he obtained fresh strengtbuzhing his parent and rose again to fight. \iée a
of like nature and every time we are driven to Gad, though we are dashed upon Him by defeat, we
grow strong again and our adversary’'s attemptiisdoOur foe will never destroy us unless he cgm s
arate us from the love of God which is in Chrissukeour Lord and that is impossible. Waiting upon
God is the way to renew our strength until we maymwith eagle’s wings and leave the world below.

In the first place, our heart is strengthened bitimgaupon God becausee thus receive a mysteri-
ous strength through the incoming of the Eternal Spirit intor @ouls. No man can explain this, but
many of us know what it is. We do not know how Hhay Spirit operates, but we are conscious that
after a season of prayer we are often much refdeahd feel as if we had been ground young again. We
have gone in before the Lord haggard and worn,atelipg and (shame upon us, we must add) ready to
give up, turn tail, and run away. We have not ldngwn near God before we have felt our spirit reviv
Though our approach was mostly a groan, yet wewdidl upon the Lord, and the Eternal strength came
into us. How wonderfully do the secret springs mingpotence break into the feeble soul and fill iithw
might in the inner man. Through the sacred anajntihthe Holy Spirit we have been made to shout for
joy. We have been so glad in the Lord that we cawgtcontain our joy. He that made us has put His
hand a second time to the work and restored untbeugoy of His salvation, filled our emptiness; re
moved our weakness, and triumphed in us glorioughg poor harp which had been long played upon
could not at length yield music to its owner’s haldvain the bardic fingers roamed over the s8jng
the more heavily they were struck the more disaurdeere the sounds. The harp was taken from the
hall and laid aside in a quiet chamber and therdliker came to deal with it. He knew its frame and
understood the art of tuning it. He put new strihgse and there and set the rest aright, and tkie ne
time the harper laid his fingers among the stripygse music floated forth and flooded the palacth wi
melody. Where discord had peopled the air with spifits, all was changed and it seemed as though
angels leaped forth with silver wings from everpich Yes, go to your God, poor soul, when you are
out of order. Wait on the Lord and He will strengthyour heart by His mysterious power.

Besides this, waiting upon the Lord has an effguinuthe mind, which in the natural course of
things, tends to strengthen our courage, for wgitipon Godmakes men grow small and dwarfs the
world and all its affairs till we see their redtlkness. Poor David sat fretting about the ungadiyhe
saw them prospering in their way, while as for lethéie was plagued all day and chastened every
morning. Foolishly and ignorantly he complainedtioé Lord and questioned His justice, “until,” said
he, “I went into the sanctuary of God, then und®rgtl their end.” Set your great troubles before th
infinite God and they will dwarf into such littlaihgs that you will never notice them again. Heetalp
the isles as a very little thing and the natioresas a drop in a bucket—and this great God witiligau
to look at earthly things in the same light as tded] till, though the whole world should be agaymust,
you would smile at its rage and though all the dewi hell should rise against you, you would difgir
fury. Our worst ills are utterly despised when warh to measure them by the line of the EternalsTh
you see that waiting upon God strengthens the hgdessening the causes of fear.

And thenit inflames the heart with love. Nothing can give us greater courage than a serekection
for our Lord and His work. Courage is sure to alibumere love is fervent. Look among the mild and
gentle creatures of the brute creation and see bbwd they are when once they become mothers and
have to defend their offspring. A hen will fightrfber chicks, though at another time she is onthef
most timid of birds. Mr. White, in his book on Sethe, tells of a raven that was hatching her yaoray
tree. The woodman began to fell it, but there slie e blows of the axe shook the tree, but skeme
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moved, and when it fell, she was still upon hertnesve will make the most timid creature stronglan
oh, beloved, if you love Christ you will defy aéldr and count all hazards undergone for Him tocag y
joy. In this sense also perfect love casts out. fiédropes all things, endures all things, and iomets
still to wait upon the Lord. To have more love wesnmore continually wait upon the Lord and this
will mightily renew the strength of our heart.

Again, waiting upon the Lorreeds peace within the soul and when a man is perfectly at vath-
in, he cares little for trials or foes. It is coieswe that does make cowards of us all, but lescence
be pacified through the atoning blood of Jesusyandcan smile when others spit their venom at you
and like your blessed Master, you can bear thamtsawithout reply, for there is a heavenly calnthwi
in. A heart unsettled towards God is sure to baidfof men, but when the soul waits on the Lord in
glad serenity, it stoops not to fear.

And beloved, this waiting upon the Lord produces ¢ffect of increasing our courage because it of-
tengives us a sight of the eternal reward, and if a man gets a glimpse of the crown of glding, crown
of thorns will no more prick his temples. He thaes what he shall be in the day when Christ sleall b
revealed, mourns not because of what he now isewtglbears the reproach of Christ. In fact, waiting
upon God makes us see that we are in fellowship @fitrist and causes us to know that the load we car
ry is a cross of which He always bears the heawedt It lets us see that His heart is full of geres
sympathy towards us and so it makes us suffer witbomplaining. Is it not sweet to sirg

“If on my face for Your dear name,
Shame and reproach shall be,

I'll hail reproach and welcome shame
For You will remember me”?

Thus waiting upon the Lord pours power into thet@meservoir of our strength.

V. Now I finish with the fourth point, which is, EXPEHENCE PROVES THIS. | want you to keep
your Bibles open at the twenty-seventh Psalm aache® my text is a summary of the entire Psalm. All
the rest of the verse may be compared to the figoiran account and this closing verse is the ruasip
of the whole—waiting on the Lord is the path of eos.

For, first, in the opening verses David had beamnosmded by enemies. He waited upon the Lord
and the Lord made them stumble and fall. Afterwavdsen they fought against him, he told his sorrow
to God and God lifted his head high above his easmound about him, till he could sing in the sanct
ary songs of exultant joy unto the Lord. My brethrdo the same when you are assailed. You arenot i
a country subject to actual war, but you have mashyersaries, spiritual and otherwise. You have the
prince of darkness armed against you and a hospidfual wickednesses in high places. Wait on the
Lord in this conflict and He will give you victoryour strength is to sit still. Fret not yourseffuietly
refer all the contest to Him who returns from Edwith dyed garments from Bozrah, traveling in the
greatness of His strength, because His foes ants yare trodden beneath His feet. Wait on the Lord.
Get away to the shadow of His pavilion. Hide in Heeret of His tabernacle. Climb up upon the rock
and keep you there, and all the adversaries of youirshall be broken in pieces.

Next, read the seventh and eighth verses and ybbsee David occupied in prayer, and there, too,
he succeeded and prospered abundantly, becausayer e waited on the Lord. The very essence of
prayer is to get the ear of God. You might as wublistle as pray unless you pray in spirit and urthi+—
and the very spirit and truth of prayer must liceammunion with God Himself. If you have been pray-
ing after a fashion and you have not gained thathvitou prayed for, surely you have not yet reached
the ear of God. Get into the secret place. Go dos®ur Lord and wait upon Him in very deed—then
you shall have great courage in prayer, renew gtength, and come back victorious.

Next, David had been enveloped in darkness. Heafragl that God was about to forsake him. He
had lost the light of Jehovah’s countenance. Ikhihear one say, “What am | to do in such a case?”
Wait on the Lord. If He does not smile, wait on Hatill. The smile of His face is delightful, butybu
lose it, hide under the shadow of His wing. Whenddes not smile, He still loves. “Though He slay
me,” said Job, “yet will | trust in Him.” Even whd#e seems an angry God, yet throw yourself at His
feet. Let nothing drive you away from Him. If H&$i His sword to strike, the further off, the heavihe
blow will fall. Run close in, dear child, if yourakher is going to whip you. Run close in, He cannot
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strike hard then. Draw very near to your Fathegarh Lay hold on His strength and put Him against
Himself, as it were, pleading His love against Wiath and saying, “You have sworn that You will not
be angry with me, nor rebuke me, therefore dealdady with Your child.” If any walk in darkness and
see no light, let him still trust and wait on therdl.

In the next sense, we find David forsaken by evedyb Father and mother had left him, still he
waits upon the Lord and the Lord takes him up. Nloat you are quite alone, dear widow, and the hus-
band of your love is gone, wait on the Lord. Nowttthe children, one by one, have been carriedeo t
silent tomb, wait on the Lord and He will be betieyou than ten sons. Now, young man, you aré-drif
ing about London without a helper—wait on the Lardl He will direct your way. Yes, all of you who,
either from persecution or bereavement, have conbe solitary, remember the Lord sets the solitary
families and makes them families like a flock. Wagibn Him and all will be well.

Next we find David in a difficult road, so that peays, “Teach me Your ways, O Lord, and lead me
in a plain path, because of my enemies.” But wgitn the Lord exactly met the case. Whenever you
cannot tell what to do, wait upon the Lord. Whea tbad turns this way and that, and you know not
which is right, kneel down and pray—you will knowhiwh way to go when you rise from your knees,
or if you do not, kneel down again. The directirgsipis best seen when we are in prayer. The oracle
shall answer to you out of the excellent majestyenvlyou have resigned your will and believingly
sought direction from the Most High.

To conclude, we find next that David had been gased by His enemies, “False witnesses are risen
up against me, and such as breathe out crueltydt\tien? Wait upon the Lord. “Oh, but | must answer
them.” Yes, and then you will make bad worse. Yslanderers will forge another lie when you have
answered the first. “Oh, but,” one says, “| coukhbsuch a charge if it were true.” Ah, but them yo
ought not to bear it. The truth of an ill reporigbtito grieve you, but if it is not true, never mhjret it
alone. “Oh, but they say .” What do they dagt?them say it. No hurt will come of it. Wait upon
the Lord. They rail at you. Take care not to rghi@. Make no reply to howling wolves. When dogs
bark, let them bark, for it is their nature. Theyl veave off when they have done and so, withcalt
adversaries, they will confute themselves if wd Wwilt leave them alone. Our strength is to waitrupo
the Lord, tell Him about it, and leave it with Hi®o to law? Yes, and get a suit which will not weat
in a hurry. Go to law and bring upon yourself nal efi troubles. In all other things except slander,
you want a thing done, do it yourself, but thefgiou want to be well defended, let others defead.y
Dirt will rub off when it is dry—be bravely patienivait upon the Lord, commit everything to Him, and
He will see you through, even to the triumphant.ehtithat you can do in your own justification Wil
only make more mischief. Hands off, there, and ¢égawith the Most High.

So we close by repeating our blessed text, “Waithen Lord: be of good courage, and He shall
strengthen your heart: wait, | say, on the Lord dywHe keep you waiting courageously for Christ’s
sake. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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