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“Now the God of peace, that brought again from tdead our Lord Jesus,
that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blafdhe everlasting covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do His wallprking in you that which is well-pleasing
in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be gioforever and ever. Amen.”
Hebrews 13:20, 21.

THE apostle, in the eighteenth verse, had beerestlyrasking for the prayers of the Lord’s people.
On the behalf of all his brethren he said, “Prayus,” and for himself he added, “I beseech yourthe
ther to do this, that | may be restored to youdhener.” If the apostle needed the prayers of tethb
ren, how much more do we who are so greatly infelohim in all respects? We may, indeed, even
with tears appeal to you who are our brethren insCland entreat you to be earnest in your supplica
tions to God on our behalf. What can we do withgaur prayers? They link us with the omnipotence of
God. Like the lightning rod, they pierce the clowd=l bring down the mighty and mysterious power
from on high. But what the apostle was anxiousetteive, he was careful to bestow and therefore he
proceeded in the words of our text to plead fortnethren, from which we learn that if we desireers
to pray for us we must set the example by prayorgliem. We cannot expect to be benefited by other
men’s prayers unless the spirit of supplication ltkve us also. In this matter the Lord will give good
measure pressed down and running over accordimgagve unto others. Other hearts shall be stirred
up to intercede for us if we are ourselves diligannhtercession. Pray, if you would be prayed for.

The prayer before us was an exceedingly wide aveR&ul had learned to ask great things of the
Lord. The Holy Spirit had filled him with much lowe the Hebrews and with a strong desire for their
welfare, and therefore he asks for that which e dheatest of all blessings to the people of Gloat, t
they may be fit for every good work and that God/m@ark in them to do that which is well-pleasing in
His sight. When we plead for God’s own beloved peowe are safe in asking for the best of blessings
If we feel straitened in pleading for ourselvegréncan be no reason in being so in referenceetn,th
since we know that the Lord loves them and abotmdards them in grace through Christ Jesus.

It is noteworthy that this prayer or benedictiom&s at the close of the epistle, even as in Canisti
assemblies the benediction is pronounced at thettig worship. Let the end of all our acts bdesd-
ing to men and a doxology to God. As long as ywe, ldear brethren, endeavor to bless others and whe
you die conclude life with a blessing, even as yloand and Master did, who as He ascended to heaven,
was seen with outstretched hands blessing His ped&d Jacob would not let the angel go until He
blessed him, so we should not cease from preadrimgiting in the name of the Lord until we have a
comfortable persuasion that a blessing has come apobrethren.

This prayerful benediction is an exceedingly instize one. It has within itself the whole compass
of the gospel, as one might show if this were dyect at this season. It is condensed spiritualtmea
Much in little—all things in one blessing. Every mlas as a pearl for value and as the sea for dépth
is not the object of prayer to instruct our fellowen. A decided distinction ought always to be drawn
between praying and preaching—and those err gredity under the name of prayer, not only instruct,
but argue and exhort. Yet it is a remarkable fhat there is no inspired prayer in Scripture buawh
full of teaching to those who are willing to stullyTake any one of the psalms—though they are ad-
dressed to God, yet within them the preacher fmdsousand texts from which to inculcate the doc-
trines and the precepts of the Lord. As for they@rs of our Lord Jesus, they drop fatness—that lwvhic
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is commonly called, “the Lord’s Prayer,” containsvarld of doctrine, and that glorious prayer in the
seventeenth of John is as honey from the honeycdlat, since the same Spirit that worked of old
works also in us, | conclude that He will lead Usoao pray to the edification of those who hear us
Though the foremost object of prayer is not thérutdion of our fellow men, yet prayer ought tofo#

of good matter and worthy of the considerationhaise whom we invite to join in it! Public prayer
would be a far better means of grace to the pdabgiese who utter petitions in public would seekp
aration of heart from the Lord and enter upon tter@se with careful thought. Surely it is not stiffnt

to repeat a round of godly expressions which haaime current in the church, but we ought to speak
with the Spirit and with the understanding in opp@aches to God, so that the thoughts of ourviello
Christians may be excited and their hearts unitigd ws in our public devotions. He who prays in pub
lic a dull prayer, devoid of all thought and metda, dampens the flame of devotion, whereas it was
his duty to have added fuel to it. I invite thoskeontake part in our prayer meetings to lay thistemndb
heart.

We must, however, further note that though the graf Paul for the Hebrew believers is full of
doctrine, yet the whole of it tends to the end whie had in view. He did not garnish his prayehwit
extraneous ornament, nor drag in needless docsiaments, but every word was meant to suppsrt hi
plea for personal, practical holiness, which was dhe object of his prayer. While he shows us from
where holiness must come and how it must comehamdit is worked in us and what it is like when it
is worked in us, he is all along bringing forth Btsong arguments with the Lord that in the Hebbaw
lievers this holiness might be worked abundantlgm sure | shall have your earnest attention wiile
endeavor to weigh the very words of the text, sieaeh one is full of meaning. | cannot hope in the
short space of one sermon to bring out the whdledss of its meaning, for who can hold the sethé
hollow of his hand, or compass the fullness of smtéxt in one brief address? Yet | would labogitce
you sufficient insight into it to let you see thett lengths and breadths and depths and heightscdre
easily to be measured by mortal mind.

l. I call your attention to THE PECULIAR TITLE UNDER MICH GOD IS ADDRESSED IN
THIS PRAYER, “Now,the God of peace.The names of God employed in prayer in Holy Sargpiare
always significant. Holy men of old were not so edy-stricken in language as always to address God
under one name, nor were they so careless asa& spih Him under such a title as might first cotoe
hand, but in their approaches to the Most High iteefully regarded that attribute of the divineuna
from which they expected the blessing which thesirge. If they needed that their enemies should be
overthrown, they pleaded with the arm of His sttbn{ they were wrongfully entreated, they prayed
the God of righteousness. If they needed pardothfar sins, they pleaded with the God of mercy an
such names as Jehovah, Elohim, Shaddai, are ndtindiscriminately in the prayers of the saints of
old, but always with selection and judgment. When, did the apostle here call God, “the God of
peace”? He had a reason. What was it?

It is a Pauline expression. You find that titleyom the writings of Paul. It is a name of Paulisro
coinage by the teaching of the Holy Spirit. Thereravreasons in Paul’'s experience which led him to
dwell upon this peculiar trait of the divine chaeac Each man, seeing with his own eyes, sees some-
thing peculiar in the name of the Lord, and thestlpoof the Gentiles when writing to Hebrew belisve
saw with special clearness, “the God of peace,” b made both Jew and Gentile to be one in Christ,
so making peace. If you look in the epistle to Rmmans, the fifteenth chapter and thirty-third eers
you find him praying, “Now, the God of peace behmtou all.” In the same epistle, chapter sixteen,
verse twenty, he says, “The God of peace shalkbr8atan under your feet shortly.” Again, in the- se
ond epistle to the Corinthians, 13:11, he says, Bdect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, line
peace and the God of love and peace shall be wiiti yn Philippians 4:9, he thus concludes his @xho
tation, “Those things, which you have both learreed received, and heard and seen in me, do; and th
God of peace shall be with you.” But especiallylihessalonians 5:23, there is a passage strikingly
parallel to our text. He there prays, “And the v&wgd of peace sanctify you wholly.” Sanctificatimn
the subject of the present prayer. Just as inexrhe prays, “Perfect you in every good work toHis
will,” so in Thessalonians he says, “And | pray Gaulir whole spirit and soul and body be preserved
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blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Chitss evident, not only that the apostle delighia

the expression peculiar to himself, but that he aasdse connection between the peace of God &nd th
sanctifying of believers, and for this reason, batthe Thessalonians and in the Hebrews, his prfaye
their sanctification is addressed to the God otpea

The title is a gospel one. God is not spoken ahasGod of peace in the Old Testament, but there
He is, “a man of war, the Lord is His name.” “Heablcut off the spirit of princes; He is terrible the
kings of the earth.” He is frequently spoken othe psalms and the prophets as, “the Lord strong an
mighty, the Lord mighty in battle,” and it is a paf Israel’s praise of Him that He slew mighty g
“for His mercy endures forever.” Constantly, in tbkler volume of inspiration, do we read of, “the
Lord of hosts,” and of this title an old divine sayit has the sound of hostility in it.” But novohonger
speak we of the Lord of hosts, but of the God @lfgee for, since Jesus is our peace, the enmitgiis s
Messiah’s reign began with songs in heaven of, CP@m earth, goodwill towards men.” His errand was
peace. His spirit was peace. His teaching was pddiselast testament was peace and through His
atonement, from the opened heavens, the God ofepaat consolation looks down upon the sons of
men.

The appropriateness of the title to the particplayer will readily strike you, fonoliness is peace
“May the God of peace make you holy,” for He Hinfisgelpeace and holiness. When holiness reigned
over the whole universe, peace reigned also. Tlaseno war in heaven till one who had been an angel
became a devil and fomented a rebellion againsthitiée holy God. Sin brings forth strife, but hss
is the mother of peace. In perfection there is peaw therefore Paul prays the God of peace to make
His children perfect. Holiness is well-pleasingHon and when He is pleased, all is peace, therefore
Paul prays Him to work in them that which is wdkkgsing in His sight.

The God of peace has also graciously restored paadereconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ,
but it has been by the putting away of $aom,while sin remained, peace was impossible. “Bload of
the everlasting covenant,” of which the text speakas the sealing of a covenant of peace which God
made between Himself and man, for of old were tttoaghts of peace in the mind of God towards His
chosen. In the fullness of time, the gift of Chasid His atoning death was the actual establishiwfent
peace, for He has made peace by the blood of d&scHe is the ambassador of God to us and by His
substitutionary sacrifice peace was effectually eydtbr He is our peace.” By the blood of the easti
ing covenant there was a treaty made between Gabéienelect which shall stand fast forever and ever
As for our Lord’s resurrection and ascension, ofchtihe text speaks, “The God of peace, that brbugh
again from the dead our Lord Jesus"—that was thes ggpoclamation of peace. So long as Jesus was in
the grave, peace was not openly declared—it wagexdly established, but not publicly announced. But
when the Mediator rose and especially when He astkon high and received gifts for men and sat
down at the right hand of God, even the Fathen thefore the whole universe it was declared that Go
was at peace with the sons of men. For Jesusaistimngs the Adam, the model man, the represeetat
of His people, and peace with Him means peace alittvho are in Him. He died for our sins, but He
rose again for our justification, which is noneaatthan the replacing of us in a condition of rezie-
tion with God. He went into heaven to take possesef our inheritance and what better evidencecoul
there be that we are reconciled to God? If ourasgmtative sits at His right hand, we may be centid
that the Lord is reconciled unto us.

Beloved, if you pursue the subject, you will seerenand more clearly the significance of the title,
“the God of peace,” foto make us perfect in every good work to do His iwito give us peacelt-
hough every Christian by faith in Christ is justdiand so has a judicial peace with God, yet wemev
can enjoy perfect peace with our own consciencdsrgpas any sin is committed by us or dwells in us
So long as there shall remain a solitary tendeoairt within these members, we shall be disturSéaa.
will contend with grace and newborn grace will wéth inbred sin. Sin and grace can no more agree
than fire and water. Even the God of peace neies to establish a peace between good and eviit for
would be monstrous even if it were possible. Thg wapeace is the way of holiness. Cast out sin and
you cast out contention. Subdue iniquity and pe®ics the victory. Beloved, it is of no use for s t
seek happiness in life except by the way of hosnefsconversation. | have already declared that we
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have peace with God through the atoning work oflaard Jesus Christ, but for deep calm of heart and
quiet of conscience, there must be a work of stecation within us worked by the power which raised
Jesus Christ from the dead. Sin is our enemy aadéhw life within us is heartily at enmity with évi
and therefore peace can never be proclaimed itrihe kingdom of our nature until we always dottha
which is well-pleasing in the sight of the Lordrdbgh Jesus Christ.

Nor is this all. When the apostle, praying for @anctification, prays to the God of peace, it is as
much as to say to us that must view God as the God of peace if we aretied to do His willO
man, is God your enemy? Then you will never serua,Hhor do that which is well-pleasing in His
sight. Do you at this moment feel a horror of Gadiread at the mention of His name? Then you can
never do that which will please Him, for withouttfait is impossible to please God and faith is tee
verse of horror. You must first of all know thaethk is peace between you and your God, and then you
can please Him. This knowledge can only come tothoough Christ Jesus, for peace is made only by
“the blood of the everlasting covenant.” When ogece know that the Lord has made with you an ever-
lasting covenant, ordered in all things and sumentyou have leverage to work with, then are you
founded upon a rock whereon you may be built upviery form of obedience, but not till then. Peace
with God is the root of virtue. Reconciliation thetdeath of His Son is the door to conformity ® life
of His Son. May we know our great Shepherd botHi® dying atonement and living example as the
Lord and giver of peace.

| think also that the apostle in thus praying tee"iGod of peace” had in His mind’s eye the entire
church of the Hebrews, or if you will, any one Ghian church. Brethren, it is essential that weehav
peace in the church. Whatever is the enmity withaugt must love one another. If we do not walk in
love, we certainly cannot have prosperity. Godnaloan give peace to a church and He only givag it
sanctifying its members, stirring them up to goaatks, keeping them in sacred activity, making them
fit to labor for Him, and working in them to do thahich is well-pleasing in His sight. When you hea
of disturbances in churches you need not so muek teecompose the differences among the members
as to amend the men themselves. We would not gatherany thorns if the plants were fig trees. Wars
and fights would never spring up among us if weenwst carnal and unsanctified. If we were more-spir
itually-minded, we would be more ready to forgiveldess likely to offend or to be offended. “Areuyo
not carnal?” asks the apostle, “because one sams, of Paul, and another, | am of Cephas,” and the
like. But once let the God of peace sanctify eaelelser and then will every man seek his brother’s
good and the things which make for peace. Whenpyay for the peace of Jerusalem, remember that
you can promote it by laboring after holiness.

Before leaving this first head, | would call to yawtice the fact thate title, the “God of peace,”
sheds a light over the whole passanel is beautifully in harmony with every word oétprayer. Let us
read it line by line. “Now the God of peace, thabught again from the dead our Lord Jesus.” War
drives men down to the dead and is the great jaakifle grave. Ah, how sadly the nations see this e
emplified in the East at this moment. War bringsvdaeath, but the God of peace brings back from the
dead. The restoration of the Lord Jesus from theegwas a peaceful act and was meant to be the guar
antee of peace accomplished forever. “That greapldrd of the sheep”—sheep are peaceful crea-
tures—and a shepherd’s occupation has not to doblatod-red fields of strife. We always couple with
the idea of peace the quietness and repose ohdep®ld and the simple restfulness of flocks ieegr
pastures. Peace is the very atmosphere of pasteaes. “Through the blood of the everlasting cove-
nant.” The very word, “covenant,” is also full oégce and especially is it so when we remembeiitthat
is a covenant of peace which eternal love has kstied between God and man. Where no covenant or
league exists, war may break out at any time, lhdreva covenant is once established there is peace
rest. The apostle goes on to pray, “Make you penfeevery good work to do His will.” If God’s wiik
done by us, then there must be peace, for no grotuidiiference can exist. “Working in you that whic
is well-pleasing in His sight.” Oh, the soft musicthese words. When all in us is well-pleasingsiud,
then indeed is He the God of peace to us. The fioablogy is also very significant, for in effettro-
claims the universal and eternal reign of peace,Whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” What can
there be to disturb the universe when the Lord Goaipotent shall reign and all nations shall ghorif
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and extol the Ever Blessed, world without end? Widhout reason, therefore, did our apostle seleet t
title, “The God of peace.”

Il. We have now briefly to consider THE SPECIAL ACT DWEUPON IN THIS PRAYER.
“That brought again from the dead our Lord Jesumttgreat Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood
of the everlasting covenantHere | would have each one of you, for himselfdréhe passage of Scrip-
ture which | think the apostle had in mind whenwrete these words. Turn to Isaiah 63:11, “Then He
remembered the days of old, Moses and His peogyn @, Where is He that brought them up out of the
sea with the Shepherd of His flock? Where is Hé plid His Holy Spirit within them? That led them by
the right hand of Moses with His glorious arm, ding the water before them, to make for Himself an
everlasting name?” See how this making to Himselé@erlasting name tallies with the last clause “T
whom be glory forever and ever’? But let us procéé&tat led them through the deep as a horse in the
wilderness, that they should not stumble.” Truhpgde do not stumble in whom the Lord works “that
which is well-pleasing in His sight.” “As a beasteg down into the valley, the Spirit of the Lordisad
him to rest’—there is the God of peace, “so did Yead Your people, to make Yourself a glorious
name”"—there again is the doxology, “To whom be gltorever and ever.” The historical event to
which he alludes is the deliverance from Egypt tiedcoming up from the Red Sea. Having saved His
people by the blood of the covenant, which was seaeapon their doorposts, He led them to the Red
Sea, their foes pursuing them. Into the Red Seadhscended—not to its banks alone did they go, but
into its very depths they passed and there wereliheed—the sea was as the place of death to them.
Between its liquid walls and beneath the cloudiapivhich hung over the passage, they were baptized
unto Moses and buried in baptism as in a liquididpbut lo, they come up out of it again, led saigly
from what became the grave of Pharaoh, with songsshoutings and rejoicings. The parallel is this,
“That great Shepherd,” who is far greater than Mamed Aaron, must go down into the place of death
on behalf of His people. He must, as the represieataf His flock, descend into the sepulcher. THes
did, for He bowed His head and died, but lo, thedlled Him up again from the deeps and He arose to
life and glory and all His people with Him. On thty the song might have been jubilant as thatiof M
iam when she chanted, “Sing unto the Lord, for lde tiumphed gloriously. Your right hand, O Lord,
is become glorious in power.” But now in this geradeliverance by “the blood of the everlastingesov
nant,” the psalm is not to the Lord who is a mawaf, but to “the God of peace.” The honor is dsaxli
to the same Lord, but under a gentler name andrtoli¢ glory forever and ever. | have no doubt that
Paul in part borrowed his imagery from the Red 3duach is of all deliverances the most instructywel
typical. Is it not even in heaven the chosen typethere they sing the song of Moses the servént o
God and of the Lamb?

With that illustration to help us, we shall notidet the bringing back of the Lord Jesus from the
dead was the seal of His perfected work and comselyuof our peace and ultimate perfection in holi-
ness. The Lord Jesus could no more be held byahdsbof death, but might justly return to His theon
Because He had finished all His work, thereforewloed of authority declared His freedom and He was
brought back to His former glory. Because He hadkeo all righteousness therefore did He stand
amongst living men and because He had merited ancod glory therefore did He rise even to the
throne of Jehovah, to sit there till His enemiesraade His footstool. His work is finished and diere
God acknowledges the fact by bringing Him agaimfithe dead. Most wisely does the apostle pray that
He who thus owned Christ’s finished work would $imiHis Spirit's work in us. Christ is perfected
therefore O Lord, perfect Your saints. Jesus ha® déur will, help us to do it. May He that brought
Jesus from the dead in token of His completed egidness bring up also His people from all relics o
their death of sin and make them complete in hesrte the glory of His name.

Beloved, we go further yet. The bringing again difri€t from the dead was in effect the leading
back of all His people. Not without the sheep did Shepherd come, for that were to return defeated.
He went down into the grave to seek the lost sla@elfinding them, He flung them on His shoulder and
as He came up from the grave, He bore upon His tyigfoulders the sheep for whom He died. The
text speaks of,Our Lord Jesus.” Did you notice tha®ursin His offices of Shepherd and Savior, alto-
gether ours as brought again from the dead. Whadlitevas for us. He is the great Shephetdhe
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sheepand therefore what He did was for the sheep. Wegsanmany reasons why the Lord Jesus is the
Great Shepherd, because He is the Shepherd, naeafongregation, but of all the saints in all aayed
because the sheep are His own and He who ownshéep ss far greater than He who only feeds the
flock for another. But the reason which just nowaatts my attention is this—if there is a greatpshe
herd, there must be a great flock. You cannot tcaly any man a shepherd if he has no sheep, fior ca
him a great shepherd if he has not a great flookH8 “that brought again from the dead that great
Shepherd of the sheep,” did by that act and deed lbp thegreat flockfrom the dead too, for so long
as our Lord Jesus can truly be called a shephexraniist have a living flock—they are inseparablenfro
Him and essential to Him. The church is the fulthes Christ. A king is no king without subjects. A
head is no head without a body and a shepherd shapherd without sheep. The idea of the Great
Shepherd involves the chosen flock—His bringingirag@m the dead as a Shepherd involves their up-
bringing in Him. The resurrection and the gloryGlirist are thus the resurrection and the gloryllof a
His flock, for whom He laid down His life. Glory ie His name for this. Now you see the force of the
petition which may be interpreted thus—Lord, Yowdadrought Your people up from the dead in
Christ, therefore bring them up from all the deattsin. Quicken them to fullness of life. Perfeloin

in every good work to do Your will. Work in themathwhich is well-pleasing in Your sight because thi
is their spiritual resurrection, this is the givitggthem what you did give to Christ on their béhidere-
fore fulfill it unto them.

Beloved, it needs the same power to make us halyitimeeded to bring our Savior from the dead.
That same power which raised the dead body of Cmist raise us from our death in sin, and the same
power which enabled the living Christ to climb fraarth to heaven and take His throne must be exer-
cised in living saints to make them rise from oegrée of holiness to another, till they shall bespnt-
ed without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing,dvefthe Father's presence. Yes, and that power £ome
to us because Christ has risen. “Because | livays $1e, “you shall live also,” and because He litees
intercede, therefore His people are preserved foiin Satan desires to have us, that he may siftsus
wheat, but the great Shepherd, who was broughthdgain the dead, is daily watching over us and
pleading for us, and the power of His life and a$ Kingdom and of His plea are manifested in us so
that we conquer temptation and advance from stinetagstrength in our pilgrimage to heaven. The text
is all of a piece and each word is necessary apditant. We have not here pious expressions strung
together without reason, but every single syllaulds to the weight of the whole.

The work described in this text must be worked snby the Spirit of God. Jesus is the model to
which we are to be conformed. Beloved, you mustigan to death as Jesus did and be buried with
Him that you may rise with Him. There must be iuybe death of all carnal power and strength or the
power of God cannot be revealed in you. You mustivkithe depths as Moses did—even the depths
wherein proud self-sufficiency is drowned. You mbetbaptized in the cloud and in the sea—you must
have over you the sentence of condemnation. You auksiowledge in your own soul that in your flesh
there dwells no good thing and that you are condgehunder the law—and then there must be worked
in you a quickening, a coming to life, a comingau of the place of condemnation and death. Happy i
he who has come forth from the tomb of his formaimnvconversation, leaving the grave clothes of
worldliness and sin behind, coming up to be clotivétl a heavenly mind and to lead a new life, secre
and divine as that of the risen Savior. Yes, likat tof the ascended Lord, “for He has raised usup
gether, and made us sit together in the heavemi€hrist Jesus.” “You are dead, and your life ig h
with Christ in God.” Have you realized this? Yowhébeen buried in baptism, many of you, but were
you at that time partakers of your Lord’s death? Yiad no right to be buried if you were not dead. D
you really know that death had passed upon yourbegfou were buried with your Savior? And now do
you feel the life of God within you, quickening yoo newness of life? If so, it will daily lift yoto
something nobler and better till you shall be udtiely raised to dwell where you shall never agan b
defiled by sin, where Satan shall be bruised ugdar feet and the God of peace shall reign. Whan yo
shall dwell in perfect holiness then shall you neiig perfect peace. May He who brought our Lordides
from the grave to glory, bring you also along tipsvard way till you are with Him and like Him forev-
er.
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[Il. Thirdly, let us notice THE VERY REMARKABLE MANNERN WHICH THE HOLINESS
PRAYED FOR IS DESCRIBED in the textMake you perfect in every good work to do His Will hat
is the first clause, but the translation is noicHir accurate. The passage would be better reddere
“make you fit in every good work to do His will,’hd the original Greek word (though | have not no-
ticed that expositors observe it, yet anyone tynothe lexicon will see it) properly means toetea
bone that is dislocated. The meaning of the tetttiss—by the Fall, all our bones are out of joiot the
doing of the Lord’s will and the desire of the af®ss that the Lord will set the bones in theiages
and thus make us able with every faculty and imegeod work to do His will. If we take the arm-bi
for our illustration, He would have it so well gbat it may be capable of every movement for wlach
arm was at first constructed by infinite wisdomdislocated bone may be so badly set as only t@abe ¢
pable of a part of the motions natural to it. Thex@y be a flaw in the surgery so that certain maamm
cannot be performed. There may be stiffness andvavdness, and even a positive inability for certain
movements. This may be seen in some men’s mindst isuoy no means desirable. The apostle would
have every bone in us to be well set and our whdehood fitted for performing every form of good
work to do the will of the Lord thoroughly. Whatbéessed prayer! O Lord, You have raised Your Son
up in perfection, not a bone of His was broken, aod we, who are His body, need to be set together
and fixed, every joint in its own place and the ¥ehchurch compactly knitted together by its banad a
sinews, so that it may be in perfect order for @ening Your divine will. | apprehend that our tert
fers not so much to any one believer as to theesakiurch, for the apostle speaks of the Great I&rdp
of the sheephy which he must mean the whole church. The apgstys that the Lord would perfectly
joint His church, put it into harmonious union, aswmake it fit to do all that God meant the chuxch
do here below. When shall we see our churchesdn swase?

Alas, the disjointed members of our churches causat pain and weakness to the body, and only
holiness can put them into their proper positibhnhust take the text as applying to each indigigdthe
prayer is that you and | may be fitted to do thardi will everywhere—fitted to suffer, fitted toHdar,
fitted for the meanest office in the church (whrelguires a great deal of fitness, by the way), fatet
for the highest work in the church and fitted fortning that God wishes us to do, so that we mady no
be competent for one set of duties only, but mayelaely for all things. We shall greatly glorify Gdd
we have a complete character in which every grae#l be manifested and in which no single sin is
seen to mar its consistency. Such is the prayen @ém work this, good Lord? Who can work this in
us? You can, O God of peace, for You did bring wurySon from the grave to the throne and You can
bring up our mangled nature and perfect it tishiall be ready to partake of the inheritance ofsthiats
in light, world without end. The first part of tipeayer, then, is for fithess for holiness.

The next is for actual servicBNorking in us that which is well-pleasing in Higgkt.” And here |
ask you to notice how all things are of God. We hhigave thought that the apostle would have said,
“Lord, when You have made us fit to work for Yobeh help us to serve You,” but he does not say so.
He puts his prayer into a humbler form and askd tivd to work in us. What a heavy blow at all self-
glory! How instructive to us! Dear brother, wher thord makes you fit for every good work, you will
do no good work unless He works it in you. Everwi® is best adapted for the performance of virtue
and holiness does not perform these things tillLibrel works in him to will and to do of His own gdo
pleasure.

Over and above this mode of securing all the gtor$sod, notice the next clausg¢hrough Jesus
Christ.” That which we do, even when the Lord works inws,only do through Jesus Christ. We are
nothing without our Lord and though we do whatagseptable in the Lord’s sight, it is only accepgabl
through Jesus Christ. What nothings and nobodieareleEven when the Lord does the most for us that
can be done, so that we dwell in His sight andamtions become well-pleasing to Him and He looks
upon us with delight, yet even then we are nothihig.the Lord that has worked all in us, even Gl
of peace, who is all in all. To each fruitful boullle says, “From Me is your fruit found.” When your
garments sparkle like the sun, it is He that trigmsés you. When your face shines like Moses’ tgtou
secret communion upon the mountain, it is God’gtiness which illuminates your brow. Our goodness
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is none of ours, “for we are His workmanship, cedain Christ Jesus unto good works, which God has
before ordained that we should walk in them.”

I\VV. Our fourth point drops into its place very natyafor we have already seen that THE WHOLE
OF IT COMES TO A MOST APPROPRIATE CONCLUSION OF PRE. “To whom be glory forev-
er and ever. Amen.To glorify God is the object of it all. We too nmuéorget this. Praise is the flower
for which the stalk of prayer exists. Praise to @othe essence of all the flowers of holiness,ntio¢to
of all the roses in the garden of the church. Ggtbsy is the harvest for which all the plowing aswiv-
ing of ministry and evangelizing must be done. @kor God in the highest and glory to His only begot
ten Son forever and ever—this is the pure goldivioich we dig the mines of godly service. It woukel b
a very difficult question to decide to whom thetlalause alludes, whether to “the God of peacefbor
“our Lord Jesus” and therefore | think the safeywsato take them both together, for they are dfe.
whom,” that is to God. “To whom,” that is to therdaJesus, “be glory forever and ever. Amen.” Let it
be so. It ought to be so, it must be so, it shalsd. Amen. Amen.

Tarry just a minute while we give glory unto ther@&-in-One-God. O you hearts that love Him,
glorify Him first as the God of peace who had thioisgof peace and designs of peace and executed a
covenant of peace on your behalf. Glorify Him wikoat peace with all His believing ones today. He
lays His thunder by. He hangs His bow in the clasdhe token of His love. He puts aside His javelin
and His buckler—He loves, He smiles, He speaksmdérness. He is the God of peace. Approach Him
with holy delight. Adore Him. Glorify His name eveore.

Then magnify Him, next, because He found for ushapierd. We were as sheep going astray and
He sent His Son to shepherd us. He took from His dear bosom His equal and eternal Son and sent
Him here to gather us from the wilds and save osfthe wolves. Glory be to You, You Shepherd of
Israel and to Your Father who sent You to this end.

Glorify Him, next, for the covenant. What mercytigs that God should enter into covenant with
man! Adore Him for the blood of the covenant that gdave His only-begotten to die to make that cove-
nant sure, that the purchased, blood-begotten psispemight never be alienated from one of those fo
whom He laid down His glorious life. Glory be totRar, Son, and Holy Spirit. Praise Him, praise Him,
praise Him, you blood-bought sons of men! Lift upuy hearts with gratitude and joy, and bless the
Lord who brought back the dying Shepherd to live eign for you.

And then adore Him because the power which He eadarpon Christ He is now exerting upon you.
You are not perfect yet, but still in your measyoe are fitted for every good work. In many ways th
Lord is qualifying you for service. In some of ybie is working to do and in others to suffer the @joo
pleasure of His will. Bless Him for every gracee®ed, for faith, however little, for love, everotigh
it burns not as you would desire. Bless Him forrgveonquered sin. Bless Him for every implanted
grace. Bless Him evermore.

Bless Him that He deals with you through Jesus<thfihrough the Mediator all good has come to
us and through the Mediator it will still come unltiat day when He shall deliver up the throne twlG
even the Father, and God shall be all in all. Mdaleawe will glorify the mediatorial Lord and extol
the Father and the consoling Spirit. Even now we yaith cherubim and seraphim and adore Him to
whom all worship belongs.
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