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“But was strong in faith, giving glory to God.”
Romans 4:20.

ABRAHAM is the father of the faithful. When childtehave a noble father, it is a good thing for
them to be fully conversant with his character #matefore we shall do well to consider the lifetlod
great patriarch, especially marking that grand ksiwee which makes him the father of believers, @am
ly, his faith. Nor should we fail to observe theesigth of his faith, for in him it reached a vetgtnde-
gree. He was not only a believer, but he was ataggsering believer. He did not only trust God, bet
trusted God most firmly in the teeth of all coniclidn, not so much as considering the difficultibat
believing in God without questioning. Oftentimesave exhorted unbelievers to faith, but now my word
is directed to those who have faith already, bigdhmem manifest more faith. Where there is the adot
faith, we plead for the growth of faith. Where theés life, our desire is that it may be found mabein-
dantly. If you have not believed at all, then tlospel cries to you, “Believe in the Lord Jesus §traind
you shall be saved,” but if you have believedyige is, “Grow in grace and in the knowledge of ou
Lord and Savior Jesus Chrisie cannot talk to unbelievers upon the subjectroing faith, because
they have none to begin with—if they had even tleakest faith, it would save them and become the
germ of the highest assurance, but without a bagirow can they be exhorted to increase? There
must first of all be the seed of faith in the hesnt then it will be wise to water it, but to wabarren
ground is lost labor. Have you given glory to Ggdoelieving in the Lord Jesus? Then may you glorify
Him more by a stronger confidence, but not tillth&hose who have faith in God are constantly to be
exhorted to grow in all graces and especially enrtiost important and fundamental grace of faitteyTh
are permitted to pray, “Lord, increase our faithjth the assurance that, “He gives more grace.” My
present address will have strong faith for its sabjLet those who have believed strive after it.

Is it needful for me to remind you that as faitHiedt is the work of the Holy Spirit, so must areal
growth in it be of divine operation? Any additiamfaith which could come to you by or from the Hes
if such a thing were supposable, would be an adita of faith and not an increase of it. For evere
that which is born of the flesh is flesh and origttwhich is born of the Spirit is spirit. Evenaif in-
crease of faith could come to us by the will of nzamd not by divine working, it would not be worth
having, for it would be a counterfeit. Only the s#ghe trunk can make the branch grow. He who gave
you faith at the first must give you more faithydu are to become strong in it. Yet there is thelpel
truth never to be forgotten, that while faith i€ thift of God, it is also our own act. The Holy &pi
works faith in us, but we ourselves personallyéadi The Holy Spirit does not believe for us—what
has He to believe? It would be altogether absubtweive of the Holy Spirit as believing or repegt
Nor, if such a thing were possible could it be oy denefit to us, for the faith which saves thel soust
be personal and cannot be performed by proxy. Faitloth God’s gift and man’s act. The Lord is the
author of our faith, but we ourselves believe.Ha same manner, though the strengthening of otlr fai
will come through the Spirit of God, yet must it bar own act and dee. We must ourselves believe
more firmly and our own heart must be exercisedttain to the highest privilege. As unbelief isim s
for which the unbeliever must be held responsien so is the feebleness of faith a fault for wivie
are blameworthy. We are in duty bound to believ&ad without wavering and if we neglect the matter
we shall be held guilty concerning it. It is ourtgltio believe and to believe in the highest degaeel
though some professors can never see the congisiétite two statements that faith is the gift afds
and yet the duty of man, we are sure that the ®@as true as the other, and so while | shall etynes
fer you to the Spirit of God for strength in orderobtain more faith, yet | shall not apologize tmbe-
lief or treat strong faith as a work of our ownr, fehich God has no claim upon us. | most earnasly
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clare the responsibility of each believer and cl&iom him, as the righteous due of a faithful Gthgat
he henceforth believe in Him more fully than he hasetofore done. May the remarks | shall offer be
used by the Holy Spirit to the increase and esthbient of your confidence in God.

|. Our first point is this—STRONG FAITH, WHEREVER ITX&STS, IS SUPPORTED BY
ABUNDANT REASONS. It is never chargeable with beungreasonable fanaticism or blind credence.
It is a sound, prudent, justifiable thing.

For, first,all the reasons which justify our believing in Gatdall, justify our believing in Him most
firmly and continually You do not need that | dwell upon this, becatse self-evident. It can never be
right to believe unless the statements are truejfanue they deserve undivided faith. If you hdxuest-
ed your soul with your Redeemer because of theasf§i of His atoning blood, that argument pleads
with you to trust Him yet more steadfastly and oderftly. If anything is strong enough for you tadt
your eternal destiny to it, your trust ought nobttinctured with suspicion or soured with mistruis
ought to be unalloyed as pure gold and immovabla gianite rock. Either no confidence or great con-
fidence can be logically defended, but a dividedrheannot be justified by reason. Dear brothéte i
faith will save you if it is true faith, but theee many reasons why you should seek an increase of
and among the best, this forcible one—Your consgerannot justify the weakness of your faith, nor
answer the question, “Wherefore do you doubt?bli elieve at all, why do you doubt at all? If Ged
worthy of trust, He is worthy of abundant trustitlis well to lean on Him at all, it must be wa&l lean
hard. Is the Lord faithful? Then do not both traed mistrust, believe and disbelieve. Is the premis
sure? Then do not believe it a little and doula little. Elijah spoke concerning Jehovah and Bdhl,
Jehovah is God serve Him, and if Baal is God skime” So also would | demand in this matter—if the
gospel is a lie, deny it, but if it is a truth, ieste it. Be no longer content to mingle unbeliethnfaith, as
if this were the utmost credence that God’s childreuld give to their own Father. It is time thhist
mental twilight came to an end and that the ddgnmwvn to be day and the night to be night. Hesitati
and questioning, hoping and fearing make but a lasl& for a Christian pilgrim and are unreasonable
and indefensible. As the legs of the lame are goak so such a state of mind has not the balahaehw
a wise man should seek after. If you go up to thides in the river of faith, go further, even upthe
loins, or to full swimming depth, for, if it is rig to enter into faith’s stream at all, every pbksiargu-
ment proves that the deeper you go, the better.

Reasons for strong faith may be found in abundandbe character of GadHe is not like our-
selves, for in Him is no mixture of truth and fdilsed, wisdom and folly, power and weakness. Our re-
liance upon man must be cautiously given and medsout with great prudence, for man is only man,
but “The Lord is not a man that He should lie, ti@ son of man that He should repent.” His characte
absolutely demands implicit faith, insomuch thatle/tmeditating upon this subject, | felt ashamed of
myself that | should need to pray for faith in Gdtdis a clear evidence of our dire depravity tiat
should need to be helped to believe in one whoadie It seems inevitable that a creature showisit
its Creator and especially such a Creator, anaitlevbe inevitable if that creature were not exasglgt
depraved. For a child to trust its father is ndfusa natural that no one counts it a virtue. Hoarvel-
ous is our moral perversity that we should be sgdme out of our right condition of heart that aseve
to argue ourselves into believing our God, and dkien succeed not till the Holy Spirit gives ugHait
ought to be a very hard thing for a Christian talatchis heavenly Father. In fact, it ought to b@assi-
ble, seeing that the divine character is incapablalsehood. Beloved, should we not have stroit fa
who believe in a God whose very essence is pute?NVhere deception is inconceivable, doubt should
be impossible. You believe that never shadow ofutintstained the character of your God—why, then,
do you not render to Him strong faith? You beliel® that God is infinitely wise and therefore Hes h
never spoken rashly nor promised what it might sento withhold. The promise was not delivered in
haste or so unguardedly that it might be necedsargtract it and therefore no alteration can bg su
posed. The covenant of promise stands secure evém itgs jots and tittles. If it had been foolish,
might pass away, but since it is ordered by etemsdlom, it will outlast the everlasting hills. Cem
then, beloved, should not the utmost confidenceshdered to Him whose every Word is steeped in in-
fallibility? Should you not believe with all yourelart and soul and strength in Him whose truth stand
fast like the great mountains? Moreover, O man ofl,G/ou believe in one who is omnipotent and
therefore your believing should be strong. You krfaw to answer that question, “Is anything too hard
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for the Lord?” for you believe that with God aliinlgs are possible. If it is so, then His true Wepb-

ken in wisdom can readily enough be carried out.hle but to will it and it is done. God’s Word is
fact—for Him to purpose is to perform—can therentlagise any condition or circumstance which He
cannot meet? Then why these doubts? In the preséreeAlmighty Promiser, unbelief is as ridiculous
as it is sinful. “The strength of Israel will noe [’ neither may we treat Him with mistrust. Youdwm

also that your God is immutable. All things elsamfpe, but your God knows no shadow of a turning.
He is “the same yesterday, today, and foreverHdsthe same? He does not take back the Word that
goes out of His mouth, nor reverse His divine deerevhy then question and suspect Him? Better far to
believe immutably in an immutable God. Can you mest in Him who says, “I am Jehovah; | change
not”? You believe also that He is the God of Io, of goodness, mercy and loving-kindness. What a
wanton insult it is to mistrust one who cannot In&ind, whose very nature it is to bless His cresdur
and whose innermost soul is set upon loving andsilg His own elect. Have you confided in Him?
Then does He not assure you that He has engravechgme upon the palms of His hands, that He has
loved you with an everlasting love, and thereforthwoving-kindness He has drawn you? Will you fly
in the face of changeless love and coldly questidb&an it be possible to trust it too confidingly@re-

ly all these things and much more, in the glorioharacter of the ever-beloved God, demand of us the
strongest imaginable faith.

Then, again, when | turn my eyes from pure deitiitm who is bone of our bone and flesh of our
flesh,even our Lord Jesus Chrish whom dwells all the fullness of the Godheadibypdt appears in-
congruous that the blessed Son of God should vest with meager confidence. God dwelt among
men in human flesh. You know it to be true thattssas. Jesus, the Son of God, abode upon the earth
throughout a lowly life amidst poverty and shamaj &vonder of wonders) at last He poured out His
heart’s blood for our redemption, and can we eaiterad doubt of His ability to save? Do we see those
drops of blood from His hand and heart, sealingeterlasting covenant, and can we doubt? Abraham
had strong confidence when he saw the smoking ¢ermend the burning lamp passing between the
pieces of the slain victims, and what ought ourficemce be when we behold the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself ratifying the eternal covenant by His owsath? Surely if the patriarch could find rest ie th
sight of the type only, we ought to rest withoutught of fear. When faith beholds the divine apity
no thought of disquietude should ever arise agdy soul, what more do you want? Is there not here
more than enough of solemn pledge and surety? dtréonnts of assurance opened in the bleeding Sav-
ior which are deeper than all fear and higher tathinope? That wondrous sacrifice is as high above
your thoughts at their best as the heavens areeab@vearth, and will you return doubts and feara a
fit recompense for such a divine confirmation areal love? O Lord, help Your servants to be striong
faith!

One other reason is perhaps of less weight thasetiuhich have gone before, but | cannot withhold
it. It is this—we ought to give to God strong faitlecauséhere is no evidence to the contrangr any
supposable evidence which could justify mistrudt.ddwn the ages, those who have trusted in Him
have never been confounded. Our fathers trusteétirmand He helped them to suffer and to bear, to
attempt and to accomplish, to live and to die. \&&drjust now, in the eleventh of Hebrews, the kcor
of what the Lord worked in those who believed imHNow, on the other sidpger contra,there stands
nothing. Has one child of God come forward wringimg hands and saying, “God has not fulfilled His
Word and His promises are false™? We have stoodynad us, at the bedside of dying saints and the
truth generally comes out there, yet there is met @mong us, most familiar with such scenes, wigo ev
heard a solitary believer declare that it is a akistto confide in the blood of Jesus, or an egaest in
the faithfulness of God. Somewhere or other thisgtlwould have come out if it had been so. If the
Lord had been false to one of His people we shbailte had a sure record of it, and | think we might
have trusted the devil and his followers, who dwlig infidelity, to have circulated such a repgntetty
largely, all over the world—if they had known ofeoauch an instance. But they have not one to report
“He forsakes not His saints.”

Furthermore, | will appeal to your own experienceawd you experienced anything which casts
suspicion upon the character of God? Has the Leshla wilderness unto you? When you have trusted
Him, has He failed you? Will you put your fingerarpa promise which He has broken? Search the Bi-
ble through and through and find, if you can, omglse Word of His against which you must write,
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“false.” Oh, no. The promise tarries sometimes,ibaever lies. There is a waiting time for thetiteg

of your faith, but in the end it will be seen thé¢ has withheld no good thing from them that wadk u
rightly and you will have to say at last, like grlegaded Joshua, “There failed not one of any gbogt
which the Lord had spoken unto the house of IsaEetame to pass.” Brethren, ought we to doubt our
God when we have no cause to show for it? Is taeyeapology for little faith since we cannot remem-
ber any instances of prayers unheard, deliveratee®d, or mercies refused? We have nothing of the
kind to quote and therefore when we doubt the lwedare guilty of wanton distrust—may the Lord
forgive us and deliver us from it.

So much upon that first point, the strongest fatbupported by abundant reasons.

Il. And now, secondly, according to the text, STRONATHAPRODUCES THE MOST DESIR-
ABLE RESULTS. We have not time to go into manylwége, but we will dwell upon one, the one men-
tioned in the text, “Strong in faitlgiving glory to God.”Why, this is what we live for—to glorify God.
Every man who is truly a child of God feels thathas no object which at all approaches to thisnn i
portance—his chief end is “to glorify God and enjayn forever.” Well, then, since strong faith an-
swers to that end, we ought earnestly to desiiuithow does it appear?

Well, strong faith glorifies God becausetreats Him like God Unbelief is practical atheism—
because denying the truthfulness of God, it takesyavhat is a part of the essential character a Go
and so far mars His very existence. | would notaayord to grieve those who have but little faftr,
the least faith is saving and is most precious,dhlltfaith wherein it is weak does not treat Gada
God—it bounds and limits the Holy One of Israelbéiieves Him up to such a point, or under such-and
such circumstances, and this is not to act towatids as omnipresent and omnipotent. Strong faith
treats God according to His infinite characteddes not suspect Him, because it knows Him to be th
God of truth. It does not doubt the possibilityHis accomplishing His promise, because it knows Him
to be God all-sufficient. It does not question Kaghfulness, because it knows Him to be absolutely
immutable. Alas, we often deal with God as if Heravbke ourselves, or like our fellow men. We are
fickle and we suppose that He is so. Our fellow mpeymise and fail us, and we act as if our God were
like to the son of man, who is but a wor@.beloved, it robs God of glory when we act towaktiis
otherwise than as He is, but it glorifies Him whea gain a scriptural conception of what He is acid a
towards Him under that aspect—and what is thattdutust Him without staggering? To me, when |
look at it calmly, the strongest faith does notegopto be a wonder—it is only what the Lord hamyhatr
to receive. Considering the folly and depravitynwdn, faith is a marvelous production of divine grac
Yet looked at from the Godward side of it, the sgest possible faith in God is only what God may
justly claim. Do you agree with me, O believerszBaot your Lord deserve to be trusted at all times

Further, strong faith brings glory to God becatiseeats Him as a Fatheand acts towards Him in a
childlike spirit. It is very beautiful to see therdfidence which our children repose in us. Why even
when the man is utterly unworthy of respect, yoll sae the little child still believing in his fagh And
as for those who are favored with parents who ase and gracious, there is—there should always be—
an implicit reliance upon father’s judgment. | haw®wn boys quote their father with as implicitedi-
ance as Christians quote Scripture, or as confgast a Catholic quotes a bull of the Pope. Indeed,
what is a father, after all, but the papa, the popélis child to a very great degree, and thougtt ton-
fidence may be mistaken, yet it is natural to thiédcto feel it, and it is a sad pity that it shdubo often
be rudely repressed by the father’s folly. Now,rgwehild of God ought to have unlimited confidence
God. Is He not my Father? Can my Father do an dntkimg to me? Can my Father be untrue? Can my
heavenly Father be false or changeable? Impossibike!child of God does not boast of his faith, ifor
is only a simple childlike trust, yet it glorifi€&Sod more than all the efforts of proud reason,tfoalls
Him by the name which He loves and it puts Him itite place which He delights in, namely, that of
Father to His own chosen.

Again, strong faith honors God becausstrengthens all the other graces and these atdoglory
to God. Without the graces of the Spirit in him, a manreatnglorify God. That therefore which will
produce in our character all those various lightsctv are the reflections of the divine excellensdata
shone in the Lord Jesus, is the chief means ofjlawifying God and is therefore to be prized. Fagh
the root of whatever things are lovely and pure ahdgood repute, and in proportion as it is straaild,
these precious things flourish. Therefore, it dyet@nds to magnify the Lord.
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Strong faith peculiarly glorifies God becausgives a striking testimony to the warlddo not think
the world notices much the common faith of ordin@tyistians. The faith which relies upon God ordi-
narily in good times, the outside world does natklhmuch of, but even carnal minds are compelled to
view with astonishment the faith which glories imdswhen all temporal things are swept away. The
faith which can practice eminent self-denial or evhcan achieve, through the power of God, entexpris
which appear foolhardy to mere reason—that is ditl fvhich attracts the eyes of men. They see your
strong faith and they glorify your Father whichnsheaven. | pray God that we may always have such
faith that it may be worthwhile for men to studylihave known some faith which would have required
a man to put a microscope to his eye to be abtetceive it at all. And when we have declared lihat
tle faith saves the soul, the worldling has repli&tlell, it is a very small concern, at any ratBreth-
ren, ask that your faith may grow. Let it embraas@eartily. Let it rest in Him without fear andesv
the ungodly will be obliged to confess that thighis finger of God.

Strong faith glorifies God again, becausenables Him to work great works in us and throwg
As our Savior could not do many mighty works ineatain place because of their unbelief, so is God
hampered with regard to some of us, because we $watlelittle confidence in Him. He has given to
some men all the abilities necessary for the cawerof many souls, all the knowledge, all the mtte
ance, and a large part of the zeal, but they ddel¢ve in Him and therefore they are not esthblis
Some men’s words actually create distrust in thedshiof others, for they themselves are so diffident
spirit that they rather hinder the children of Godheir progress than help them to advance irdihiee
life. Search, O my brethren and sisters, whethisr ot so. He who has little faith will be made=fug
according to the littleness of his faith, but if lned more, the Master might use him more. If weted
more, our life would be holier, happier, sereneoyenclose with God and more useful, and why should
we not? Give me a reason why we should not. Ohijt®pithe living God, why should we not? Help us
now to be strong in faith, giving glory to God!

lIl. Now | advance to a third observation which, | trusay give some comfort to those who are lit-
tle in Israel. STRONG FAITH, WHICH GIVES GLORY TO@ MAY BE EXERCISED BY PER-
SONS WHO ARE OTHERWISE EXCEEDINGLY WEAK. What a jolyis is to you who are sufferers
in body. You do not often creep out of your bedahkhis now growing so hard through your having laid
upon it these months. It is quite a holiday for yowe found in the house of God now and then. Well
dear brother, you cannot do apostolic work andeamngontinent, fervently blazing out the truth, Yo
can have strong faith in God. You may exhibit ecjglgpatience, a sweet resignation, a sacred hopeful
ness as to the future, a divine disdain as to ¢lae éf death, and if these abound in you, theeiofl
friends who know you and tenderly watch you areirgng from your example the utmost benefit and
perhaps, though you may not be able to enter iotiveaservice, you may be tutoring others by the
strength of your faith and they may accomplish gte&gs as the result of your example. At any,rate
the weakness of your body need not prevent yourceskeg the strong faith which glorifies God.

So, too, dear friends, you may have but few taleYitai may be conscious that you have no bril-
liance of intellect, that you are not persons ahaekable parts or attainments and yet you mayfglori
God by strong faith. You need not be a genius deoto give glory to God, for the strength of your
faith will do it. Many a man who is of slender ibet glorifies God far more than your great thinke
because the great thinker is too often filled vathigh conceit of his own thoughts and will notdal
God’s Word, whereas the poor unintellectual beligisges superior to him by taking the intellectGdd
to be his guiding star. You can glorify God, deeatbhren, by holding firmly to the truth which yoa-u
derstand so little, but which you love so hearflliiough you do not know the whole of its meaningy y
are in much the same condition as your more adwbbcethren, for who knows the whole meaning of
God’s mind? What you do know, you are resolveddid kvith an iron grip and by so doing you greatly
honor your Lord.

Some saints are conscious of weakness of everylsdrthey must not, therefore, think that they
cannot honor God by strong faith, for Abraham, dfow the text is spoken, was a special instance of
this. He was so old that his body was now deadyandhe believed that he would be the progenitor of
the chosen seed. He knew that death was written bjpo as to all that matter and yet he was quite ce
tain that God who had promised would certainly geenf. Do you feel this morning almost dead spiritu-
ally? Dear lover of Jesus, have you wandered fram Bb that your consciousness of life in Him is
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dimmed and you hardly know whether you are in Hmmat, for you are so lethargic your soul cleaves
to the dust? Now is the time to trust Him. Whenaounds, when fears are thickest, when temptations
are most furious, when want comes upon you likaramed man, now is the time to trust in God. Sum-
mer weather faith is poor stuff, but a faith whlalirns on through the long, dark, dreary winter—thfa
which is not dampened by the rain nor buried bysih@wvstorm—this is faith indeed and glorifies God.
The depth of your weakness is just the height of ymssibilities of honoring the Lord. If you areth-

ing, so much the more room for God to be everythlhgou are unworthy, the more room for confi-
dence in the righteousness of Christ. And if yoal éead, you are the better able to prove the tfith
your Lord’s words concerning the believer, “thoughwere dead, yet shall he live.” God grant usegrac
that whatever our circumstances or conditions, \ag have the same conquering faith towards God.

I\VV. Now, fourthly, THIS STRONG FAITH VARIES AS TO ITS MNNER OF WORKING, very
much according to the person and his circumstanidesre is one thing that strong faith does not do
which some think it would be sure to do—it neveudbérs and it never talks big and boasts of what it
will accomplish. “Though all men should forsake Yot will not I,” is not the language of strong
faith—that is the prattle of Master Peter with pigle uppermost. Some men are in their own opimon
such a fine condition that they could push the whwebrld before them and drag the church after them—
| do not know what they think they could not do.syéut there is a great deal of difference between
confidence in yourself and confidence in God. léhawticed that the faith which goes forth agaihst t
world with the dauntless courage of a lion is teeyvfaith which lies down like a lamb at Jesus’tfee
The next thing to, “I can do all things,” is, “Waht Christ | can do nothing.” Consciousness of peas
weakness attends a brave reliance upon God andssteeM in modesty and quietude of manner. Bark-
ing dogs do not often bite and those men who premisch very seldom perform. Strong faith has a
quiet tongue and does the daring deed withoutmpnediry boasting. It does not advertise its comiitg v
tories, but falls upon the Midianites at dead afhmiand with its lamps and pitchers puts them & th
rout. Point me to one boastful word that ever figin Abraham. All the scriptural heroes of faithrere
doers and not blusterers. David said little todmsious brothers, but he brought home the gian¢sd
ing head and bade its dumb mouth tell of what ltedune.

Faith exercises itself, as in the case of Abrahbynbelieving God’s WordGod had said many
things to Abraham and Abraham believed them alatT a rare thing nowadays. The school of modern
thought, which considers itself to be the mostliitie@ thing now extant, always cuts and shapediv
ty according to its own views of what it ought t. n fact, it has a God of its own, cut out of tiewn
paper of its philosophies—a God of soft effeminady is no more like the Jehovah of Abraham than
the Venus of Paphos. These men believe not whaitile says, but what they imagine it ought to say.
Their doctrinal views are like the camel which va®lved by a German philosopher out of his own
consciousness. He had never seen one, but he pbduaccording to his own notion of what it ought
to be and he was very strong against humps. Hedamerer believe that a real camel had a hump, be-
cause his consciousness did not suggest such @ tMunch of intellectual religion nowadays is just
that—we have certain gentry about who evolve a gjospt of their own brain, and of course they utter
ly despise the gospel which actually exists bec#@usenot like their model. We are asked to bowvdo
and worship the calf which comes out of their fwaabut that we shall not do while our faith i®sg.

We believe God’s every Word as far as we knowf itkhow a doctrine to be in God’s Word, it is ikfa
lible to me. If | have ever in thought gone beydhdt which is revealed, | do heartily repent oftsuc
presumption. Brethren, do you not agree with mel?sie in God’s Book two truths which | cannot
square with one another, | believe them both. Ther@ middle term somewhere, though | know not
where to find it, and for the present | believehwiit that explanatory truth. There are the twoghin
God has said them and they must be true, andntrie to believe them. Let God be true and every man
a liar. This is where strong faith is wanted insh@&lays—we need a settled creed and a clear, compre
hensive view of the revealed truth, even if we $thon consequence be called old-fashioned or imbe-
cile. We need to be more old-fashioned than evam | Radical in many things, but in the doctrioes
the gospel | would have you to be Conservativédhéolitackbone—not for an hour yielding any point of
truth to the most brilliant thinker that the woddn produce. Thinkers are not appointed to tinkeau
gospel for us. Thank God, we have a perfect goslpeady. Their shifting gospel changes about every
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ten years and comes out spick and span as a neldglgebut we have grasped the old infallible truth
and we mean to hang on to it for dear life, beingrg in faith, giving glory to God.

But Abraham’s was not alone receptive faith, hiswaaaith whichobeyed the precepthe test of
his obedience was the strange command to takenhison and offer him up for a sacrifice. but hentve
to do it and in God’s account he did do it, forHa the will to do it at God’s bidding. You and ust
be willing to do what God tells us, as God tells when God tells us, because God tells us, but only
strong faith will be equal to such complete obedén

Then Abraham'’s faith awakened in hgreat expectationdHe was looking for an heir, an heir from
whom should spring a seed as the stars of heavenuiitude. He expected that quite as confideadly
you and | expect tomorrow. We shall be full of esagion if we have strong faith, looking for bless-
ings, expecting prayers to be answered, and prentasée fulfiled. We shall not cry, “How wonder-
full” every time a prayer is answered, but we shatkon it a matter of necessity that God showddt
to every Word that comes out of His mouth. May ltbed give you such strong faith as this and may it
work in this fashion.

But time chides me, as it did the apostle whenrttered upon this subject. You may well pardon me
if I am wordy, for even so was he until he saidimi& would fail us to speak of Gideon and Jephtha,”
and so on.

V. Our last point is, FAITH IS ESPECIALLY TO BE EXPEED IN CERTAIN QUARTERS.
Here | wish to speak very pointedly and person@allsll my brethren and sisters in Christ.

Dear friends, there ought to be strong farttus who know GadThey that know Your name will
put their trust in You, for You, Lord, have not$aken them that seek You.” And if He does not faesa
the seekers, much less will He forsake those wive fiaund Him and trusted in Him. Brethren, there
are some men you can trust till you know them,ibuitis true that when you do know them you can no
longer trust them, it proves that they have a batacter. Now, you who know the Lord ought never to
throw your God under such a suspicion. If you kriéwwn, trust Him. | know you will.

We expect strong faith, next, from thos@o have had a long experience of HWie can almost
forgive you young people who have just startedhm Christian life if you are vexed with doubts and
fears, though truly God does not deserve them e¥gmou. But when your sires begin to doubt, what
shall we say of them? What? Have you known Hiny fyggars and cannot you trust Him yet? What, my
dear brother, has the Lord kept you till you arees¢y! How long do you expect to live? To eighty?
Well, He has been good to you for seven tens, dayootrust Him for the last ten? What, tested Him
over and over again and never found a flaw in kislity, been in deep waters and kept from sinking
and yet are you mistrustful? What are those thupgm your feet? Shoes of iron and brass. He sai th
should be. Are you afraid that after all these ggau will be footsore and shoeless? He promisad, “
your days so shall your strength be.” How has é@n®“Why,” you say, “it has been so up to this mo-
ment.” Then why not to the end? Speak well of thede which has carried you over so many times. As
| have already said, you cannot put your fingerrupcsingle instance in which the good Lord has de-
ceived you, and if you never doubt your Lord tiluyhave reason for it, you will never doubt Hinakt
Come, come, let those of us who have been twengyyfears in the ways of God put aside our childish
doubts. Yet | guarantee you this is easier said tttme and though we talk thus and we know itus tr
and right, alas, our nature goes readily astrayanvicked and provoking distrust of God.

Further, dear friends, those ought to trust Ko have lived in fellowship with Hinif you have
been on the top of Tabor, if you have known thedssof His mouth and tasted of His love, which is
better than wine, if you have been imparadisedisaims, in the full assurance of faith and theen;
ment of perfect love—why should you come down fittwe mountain and distrust Him? God forbid that
we should do this. May the recollection of the Mizar and the Hermonites come freshly over our
minds this morning and may we rest in our God.

Thosewho are getting near to heavenight not to distrust Him. | see upon some of tfeaimarks
of the coming end. The snowflakes of many wintesoh your brows, no, the wind has blown even
those away from some of you and left the summi¢ b¥ou will soon behold your Lord. Your eyes will
soon see the King in His beauty in the land thaery far off. Do not let it be among the last me@®
of earth that you doubted your Beloved. Oh, you vilawe known Him from your youth and have
proved His faithfulness till you have come to padsage, do not now begin to suspect your gracious
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God. You do not doubt the partner of your bosom Wwas shared your sorrows for half a century and
has been the comfort of your life—you do well tostrin her, for it is said of such, “The heart @i h
husband does safely trust her.” But surely sheotstm be relied upon so implicitly as your God! Oh,
dear aged brother, permit one who is but a littledccompared with you, to entreat you. Console and
cheer the younger people by the exhibition of aerice and serenity worked in you by strong faith.

Lastly, we who are teachers of others ought to have stfartg in God | think we may at times
profitably mention our own doubts and fears for éimeouragement of those who are terribly downcast,
but it ought always to be done with very great pnae and much regret. | recollect once speaking of
my own tremblings, when preaching, and a veneraidther said to me afterwards, “I do not think,dea
pastor, that you were right in speaking of your dvamsgressions so freely. You encouraged the peopl
certainly by what you said about yourself, but idiathink they ought to be encouraged. Now, suppos
you were to go into the pulpit and say, ‘There some of you who are thieves. It is very wrong aii,yo
but still do not despair, for | thieve a little ngys’” Why, you know,” he said, “you would not beidg
good, but harm, and yet thieving is not more trulgin than doubting God—in fact there is the utmost
sin in unbelief.” | replied to my good brother tHa was right and | thanked him for the correction.
Whenever, dear hearers, you catch any of us whteaohers doubting and fearing, do not pity us, but
scold us. We have no right to be in Doubting Cafttay do not visit us there. Follow us as far as w
follow Christ, but if we get into the horrible Sigli of Despond, come and pull us out by the haouof
heads if necessary, but do not fall into it youresl Never say, “My beloved pastor went there and
therefore | may go there.” No, but say, “Even oumister fell into that error and therefore | wik&p as
far from it as ever | can, for if the teacher sliffee disciple may easily do so and therefore Itmasy
carefully watch against unbelief.”

Brethren, we shall never succeed in winning sint@rfgith if we preach what we do not intensely
believe. | do verily believe that the sinner istlasd that unless grace saves him, he is lost éoréwe-
lieve that eternal punishment will fall upon himless he repents and believes in Jesus Christbedo
lieve that Jesus shed His precious blood and thaewer believes in Him is saved beyond all fear of
destruction, saved by the blood of the Lamb. Wetmteach in a believing manner, knowing our mes-
sage to be true, or else men will die in unbekefd, what is more, |1 do not think we shall have gan
conversions unless we expect God to bless the \&ioddfeel certain that He will do so. We must not
wonder and be astonished if we hear of a dozemvorconversions, but let the astonishment be that
thousands are not converted when they hear suaediuth and when we ask the Holy Spirit to attend
it with divine energy. God will bless us in proport to our faith. It is the rule of His Kingdom. tA
cording to your faith so be it unto you.” O Godye@iYour ministers more faith! Let us believe You
firmly. Oh, that we could believe You up to thelést possible measure of faith and never doubt You
again. If the enemy number thousands, give usditle 6f Samson to throw ourselves upon them and in
the name of God to smite them, and though we oweseals to all power to convert others are as dead
men—and though the sinner is dead—yet help us lievieethat souls can be begotten again by the
preaching of the gospel—and let us preach withidente in the divine power. O Lord, grant this £ u
for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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