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“Those that are planted in the house of the Lordahflourish in the courts of our God.
They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; theyshall be fat and flourishing; to show
that the Lord is upright; He is my rock, and theis no unrighteousness in Him.”
Psalm 92:13-15.

THESE verses occur at the close of a psalm foStiebath over which there rests a Sabbatic glory
of perfect calm, of hallowed peace. Amidst the bess and bustle of daily life, the great troubléhef
psalmist was the prosperity of the wicked, buioésl not trouble him at all when he enters the samngt
there to keep the holy day. He then looks uporutigndly who prosper in the world as so much flower-
ing grass in their beauty and he beholds them @wnhdand utterly destroyed. And it is meet that alps
for the Sabbath should be calm and peaceful, cbsgdand far-seeing. If on any day we see things in
their right light and our views extend farther tretrother times, surely it should be on the dayazired
rest. | know a friend who wished to take a housBléwcastle. It stood on an elevated position aed th
landlord, who wished to have him for a tenant, tbok to the attic of the house and said, “Whateawi
there is from this window. Do you know,” said hé&hdt on Sundays you can see Durham Cathedral?”
“On Sundays.” said my friend, with a look of sugaj “And why not on other days?” “Well,” said the
landlord, “on Sundays there is less smoke and socgo see farther.” And as it is in the naturalld,or
so it should always be in the spiritual—less of sheoke of this world—less of the dust and the cdire
life and therefore a clearer vision of the thingsick are beyond, which God reveals to spiritualseye
Read and sing this psalm often and may your heastantly be in that sweet restful state.

David, having here put aside this trouble whichsbeoften brings up in the psalms—the frequent
prosperity of the wicked as they exult in power apdead themselves like a green bay tree, while the
righteous are plagued all the day long and chadtemery morning—atfter putting that aside, he dwells
upon the delightful condition of the man of God dreldescribes him as a tree that is planted in the
courts of God’s house, growing, flourishing, anéiey fruit even in old age. It is of such we amwn
going to speak and we shall call your attentioth® planting of the trees, the promise that thegllsh
flourish, the continued fertility they exhibandthe conclusive proof they show of God'’s faithfuines
“Those that are planted in the house of the Loall $lourish in the courts of our God.”

|. THE PLANTING. It sounds oddly to you to hear of piimg a tree in a house and of its flourishing
in courts, but you will please to remember thatoaiental house is a sort of quadrangle. It is a-fou
square building with the middle open to the sky gederally there is a small garden in which a palm
tree, or an olive, or some other evergreen treetli@y generally prefer that sort) will be founcupted.

So what seems strange to us—a tree planted in sehewas not at all strange to David or to anybody
else who lived in the city of Jerusalem. And iaivery beautiful figure—this being planted withiret
four courts of God’s house that we might grow righthe middle of the place where God, with His
family, deigns to dwell.

What, then, is it to be planted? Well, we are mdnh God’s house in two respects. Finstregen-
eration,when we are born into the house and secoradlpur profession of faithihich should be by
baptism, when we are publicly brought into the lgoaad planted in the likeness of Christ’s death by
being buried, after His commandment, in the water.

We are really planted in the courts of the Lordiseby the new birthThen we become the chil-
dren of God, for “as many as received Him (thabisay, Him who is the divine Word, the true light,
the Savior), to them gave He power to become the 86 God, even to them that believe on His name
which were born, not of blood, nor of the will dfet flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” Eyer
man, the world over, who has been born of the Fglyit, is really planted in the Lord’s house. Bug
become manifestly and visibly so on confessindhéowvtorld this inward and spiritual grace, for therd.
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has thus put it, you know, “He that with His hdagtieves, and with His mouth makes confession| shal
be saved,” so that when | come to join God’s peaple ask to be admitted to their fellowship—when |
come to the Lord’s Table with them and publicly omgself to be one of the Master’s servants—then I,
am in a public manner, planted in the house oL tird.

Well, this being the fact, let us follow the figuadittle more closely.

Planting implies, first, thathere has been something done for us that thatoutl ;mot do for our-
selves A tree cannot plant itself. There are self-sovaes, but such are not spoken of in the text. It is
“those that are planted in the house of the LoAht you know it is necessary that there should be a
work of grace upon our souls, which shall come,frah ourselves, but distinctly from God, for “eyer
plant which My heavenly Father has not plantedidtetooted up.” It cannot plant itself and if audd,
it must be rooted up, because it would not be plably the heavenly Father. There must be worked up-
on us, in order to our being truly in the courtdlod Lord’s house, a work of grace infinitely begidhe
power of the will or all the power that dwells imrhan nature. We must, in fact, be new-created. We
must be born again. We must have as great a workedaupon us as was worked upon the body of
Christ when He was raised from the dead. The dtpower and Godhead of the divine Spirit must put
forth the fullness of its strength to raise youfrigmm your death in sin or otherwise you will bedidried
branches and cast off pieces of wood, but nevdrymi be trees planted, made to live, and to gnow i
the courts of the Lord’s house. There must be soeimgtdone for us if we are planted.

That implies, too, that there must agyreat change in our positiofior a tree that is planted has
been growing somewhere else. It has to reach aiegdreight in the nurseryman’s garden, if we are
speaking of England, and then it is planted where meant to be permanently fixed. So must it have
been in the East. The tree grew somewhere elser Atime, it was dug up, its roots were looseaed,
it was taken away from the place where it had bemustomed to stand. Many a tender rootlet was
made to bleed and it was then carried and put athen place altogether and so from being outside th
court, it came to be inside the court of the haafste Lord. So, brothers and sisters, if we arartswer
the condition described in the text, we must haeenbdug up and transplanted. This is to have under-
gone a great and wonderful change. Are we consabit® Do we know ourselves to be new creatures
in Christ Jesus? If you are what you always weoe, are what | pray you may not always be. But if yo
are new, changed, transformed, or to come bachetdeixt, transplanted, then | trust you may comtinu
to thrive according to the promise, “They that planted in the house of the Lord shall flouristthe
courts of our God.”

Ah me, that transplanting business is often veipfphand while it is being undergone, we almost
think that we are going to be destroyed. What dgxtecauses, for how is the plant to know whysit i
being taken up by the roots for? Perhaps it faremsrather, if it had any intellect it would fandyat
it was taken up to be destroyed—ijust as when theplat a big spade down to our roots and began to
loosen all our soil about us, we thought, “Now we going to be cut down.” But we were not—we
were going to be transplanted from the field ofuratinto the garden of grace. Blessed be God, we
know what this means.

Planting means not only that something has beer @tmrus that we could not do for ourselves and
that a great change has taken place in our poshiant implies thathere is life in usl suppose that if
we speak of planting a post or planting a pillag, vardly use correct language. We plant a thinghaa
life in it and we do not consider that a thing Ihagn planted unless it is a living thing. Most aiertly
the promise of the text could not be fulfilled toyabut a living tree, for it is said, “They thategplanted
shall flourish and they shall bring forth fruit."od does not intend to have dead stumps standiRigsin
court.—

“That little garden walled around,

Chosen and made peculiar ground,

That little spot enclosed by grace

Out of the world’s wild wilderness,”
is not intended to be occupied by dead trees.elfetlis such in it, He will come and say, “Cut itaad
Why does it cumber the ground?” It is a living tthat He desires to have there. Beloved, are yod co
scious of an inner life? Does there beat within yowther pulse besides that which betokens natural
life, the pulse of strong desire and love to Gaglthere within you the heaving of another breatinth
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that which keeps body and soul together? Is tHexebteath of prayer that keeps the soul and God to-
gether and so keeps the man in spiritual life? yane quickened? Have you had breathed into your nos-
trils the breath of the life of God? Is there witlyiou the incorruptible seed which lives and abides
ever? God’s people are a living people and if waaioknow the life of God we do not know God at all
There must be a life in us.

And then, to complete the figure, it seems to n& the fact of our being planted implies that
ourselves have taken hold of the soil where we baea placedA tree that is rightly planted, so as to
flourish, begins to send out its roots, to drinkmoisture, to select from the earth around it those
tions which are fit food for vegetable life.

Now, beloved, are you so incorporated with the chwf God that you have got a grip of the fel-
lowship of the saints, that you have effectualig laold of the citizenship of our Lord’s faithfuisiti-
ples? Are you seeking for vital truth to sustaimtysoul’s vitality? Do you in the ordinances send o
the rootlets of your desire to seek after what Gasl prepared for you? Is there in you a living fkap-
ing, which sap is being fed by what you draw imirthe soil in which God has placed you? Surely you
know what this means. Sabbath days are often fgdutires to you and your visits to the Lord in praye
are building-up times to your spirit. And when ysearch the Word in private, and when the Holy Epiri
communes with you in your quiet retirement, ay, aeen, even in the midst of business, your soul
breathes her swift utterances up to heaven, therthar roots of your soul taking hold of Christ and
drawing out of Him the vital element which you ne&du are of the right kind if this is the casedan
you shall flourish in the courts of our God. Yowedken the figure, and what is meant by this phayii
the house of the Lord.

II. Now, secondly, LET US ENDEAVOR TO GRASP THE PROMISEhose that are planted
shall flourish.”Flourish” they well may. Let us be sure of their welfare.

They shall flourishhecause God has said that they shidis promises are sure to be fulfilled. If He
plants a tree, He will cause it to flourish. Theeems to be very much against the Christian, marigp
to which he is exposed, when he is first plantadegd, in the early childhood of Christian life, we
dergo a world of trial. Such was our weakness amth ®ur exposure to the bleak atmosphere of this
present evil world—the chances were all againsBusthere is no chance with God. What He plants is
sure to take root. If He says it shall flouristouitish it will. Satan may seek to tear it up. Thees may
try to spoil the vines. There may be chilling wind&ere may be long droughts. The sun may seek to
smite it by day and the moon by night, but God fprasnised that it shall flourish and flourish it nus
Therefore, | invite you, young Christians, to bewbhopeful. See to it that you are rightly plantet
then you may depend upon it that you will realpuflish. God, who has been pleased to give you elivin
grace, will bestow on you more grace and then ngoaee—grace upon grace—grace for every crisis
and every emergency. As your needs arise, thosisred®ll be supplied. Just as you require spiritual
health, spiritual health shall be vouchsafed to fowu seek it at His hands, knowing that it isHas
disposal. You shall not be a half-starved Christiansort of living skeleton of a believer, but ydab
flourish. You shall be peaceful, happy, strong, asdful. Set your heart upon this and ask the ltord
make you thrive and bloom and bear fruit. Your Igadll not wither and He will cause you to prosper
you are planted in the courts of the Lord.

Some of you, perhaps, are Christian men who haseaved the Word with gladness and believed to
the saving of your souls and so far you appearetinkthe courts of God’s house, but you have never
joined the church or made a profession of youhfaithich, though it may be very sincere, is notyver
apparent. As, however, you have not gone in fomthele of the planting, you cannot reasonably ekpec
to realize the whole of the flourishing. | like kaow that | have given myself wholly up to the Lac-
cording to His commands, not having merely embrawezipart of the gospel, but the whole of it. When
one has sought to obey it in its entirety, themtay come and expect to have the promise in itseenti
ness, too. If you are altogether Christians, plamteHis house, not merely in His garden, but irs Hi
house, then you shall flourish, for you have thengise that you shall. And flourish you well may; be
cause othe goodness of the soffhey are quite sure to have good soil in theelgarden enclosed by
the house. It may be rocky outside, but when a haanbuilt the four walls of his house in the Ebst,
generally takes all the soil that is in the middieay. It may be very bad and poor, but then he has
brought in baskets of the richest soil that he massibly get, for he must have a good tree in tluzlla
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of his house. It would not do every moment of tag tb look out, or rather to look in, and to sdatke
scrubby tree, half alive. No, he procures the besthe can get and those that are planted indlsédof

the Lord are planted in the best soil possible.yTdre planted where the means of grace abound. They
are planted where Christians help one another mvittual fellowship. They are planted where the ordi-
nances of the gospel are freely enjoyed by all divell there. They are planted where the Holy Spirit
has promised to abide. They are planted where thel\&f God does not return void. They are planted
where the eye and the heart of Christ perpetually. They are planted in His church—the church that
He has redeemed with His most precious blood. Bileéssgood and they ought to flourish, and they
shall.

And then they are planted insheltered positionYou know that trees, even if they have good sail,
are sometimes a great deal kept back by havinddanaotherly aspect. They may be very much bitten
by the frost, but a tree that is planted righthe middle of the forecourt, surrounded by the wasls
sheltered. There is the natural warmth of the hoased about it and it is sheltered from that which
other trees out in the vineyard, or out in the gardnay have to endure. Oh, how sheltered some of u
have been from our first profession of faith. | inthat | can speak to some here who began Christian
life in a class in the Sunday school where a loveagher looked after their spiritual interestserghare
others of you that began your Christian life in thielst of a warm-hearted, earnest church. You were
sooner seen as a member than two or three friedshold of you and they did all they could to en-
courage you, guide you, and sympathize with youeléver they may have observed a little lukewarm-
ness or backsliding in your manner, they have |dakéer you as a mother anxious for her child,eso t
derly have you been nursed by those who watcheyofor souls. And you surely cannot forget how, on
Sabbath days, the Word of God has been a wonddrélier to you. When your feet had almost slipped,
there has been the very Word to hold you up. Wieenfglt dispirited, there has been a promise to en-
courage you. When you have been ready to turn lbheke has been an exhortation that has stimulated
you once more to go forward, and so you have limstle four walls. The cold could not get at you.
You scarcely had enough of the cold of the worlddoyou any injury. The warm sun of righteousness
was reflected upon you, not only did it come diseapon you by divine favor, but it was reflecteplom
you with grateful sympathy by the walls of the heud the Lord in which you had been planted. You
know it has been so. Is it any wonder then thatflmuwish? There is a little wonder sometimes tau
do not flourish more and that you do not bringtiartore fruit, for what more could God do than He ha
done for some of you who have been planted in thesé of the Lord? Are you not like a vineyard on a
very fruitful hill which He has hedged about andled and in which He has put a winepress and which
He has watered every morning, and lest any shauwtdity has kept night and day? How sour the grapes
and how few the clusters fit for the Great Vinedegsto gather, no one knows better than yourselves.
Yet they ought to flourish, because they are ptaimiegood soil and because they are placed in la she
tered position.

Still we might assign a better reason why you sthdlolurish. It isbecause you are so near the Hus-
bandman “My Father is the husbandman,” says Christ. Ttheyt are planted in the house of the Lord
are planted in the husbandman’s house.

| think | hear someone say, “I do not wonder thathsa vine flourishes, because, you see, the Great
Vinedresser, who understands all about it, has the wall of His own house. He sees it every nmmagni
and of course He pays very special attention ‘td_ittle do you and | know, beloved, what speci&l a
tention God has paid to us personally and indivigu®h, there are some of us upon whom the Lord
has long looked with a tender but jealous eye.dfftds seen a little wrong about us, He has griatéd
and felt, “I must put it away.” When He has seemeting a little cold, He has begun at once tolkeana
us, for He has loved us too well to leave us exppdseeven a little spiritual sickness. He has saiche-
times, “There is My servant and he will get proddhs service or of his success—I must bring him
down.” High looks and haughty thoughts are an abation in His sight. Another time He has said,
“Such-and-Such is increasing in wealth. He will gerldly-minded. | must take away some of his
worldly goods that he may take more account otrieigsures laid up in heaven and set his heart orore
Me.” The Lord your God is a jealous God. Where ¢hsrlove, there is oftentimes a sensitiveness hwhic
stirs up jealousy. The greatness of God’s love maken very zealous for us and very jealous of fis. |
He sees those whom He very much loves with thételgg evil thing about them, He is quick to observe
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it and prompt to purge it away. You know that yaurt like to see a spot on your dear child’s face—
you will have it washed off as soon as possiblew8lothe Lord cleanse His people, both without and
within. The care and the trouble He has had wittaad have already said, none of us can tell. Wgho

to bring forth fruit to the profit of the husbandmado the glory of God. Branches that bring fonthitf

He purges. Those that bring forth very little frbi¢ lets very much alone. If there is a man thatgsr
forth much fruit, that man will have much trial laese it will pay the Vinedresser to prune him. Some
branches will not pay for it. They will never do medhan they are doing and so there they are arg th
they are left to prove their feebleness, but ththaewill pay for pruning will be pruned again aagain.
And truly, when the man of God is in his right mjri will bless the Lord for the honor He puts upon
him when He afflicts him with the view of makingnhistill more useful. This is evermore our Lord’s
design. Does He not say that they shall never p&fsgom He protects and provides for, holding tham i
His hands? But, as they cannot flourish if theytaumwood, He will be quite sure to use His knifddake

off this new shoot and that new shoot, becauseriot fruit-bearing wood, and He takes it away Hed
leaves the vine in such a condition that it willngrforth good fruit in due time. They shall flosini and
well they may, when they are so near to the GremsbEndman’s hand.

Now, if any of you are not flourishing, though yare planted in the house of the Lord, | am sure it
is not through any fault on God’s part. Let suck dgn, and ask themselves, the reason why and go to
Him in prayer and say, “Good Lord, | am planted¥our house. Make me to flourish according to Your
Word.”

lIl. Well now, as to THE CONTINUANCE OF THIS FLOURISHING@ur third head is full of con-
solation. “They shall still bring forth fruit in dlage; they shall be fat and flourishing.”

There are some that begin with a spurt and it @ siver, and there are some trees that promise ex-
ceedingly well for fruit, but the blossoms do naitk hence, they fail to yield fruit in due seas@&ut
those whom God plants and whom He makes to floumisty forth fruit, and continue to bring it forth
till old age. During all their youth and all themanhood, they keep fruitful and then they bringHor
fruit when their years decline and their days armibered. When others are in the withered and yellow
leaf, then are their fruits ripe and mellow. Wheheos are decaying, they are ripening. They arergro
ing sweeter, better, holier, when others are nowvgrg at all. They shall bring forth fruit in oldge—
that time when one does not expect much fruit bgariwhen the strength fails, when the capacity for
projecting seems to have gone and the power foyingrout what is projected has become very little.
“They shall bring forth fruit in old age.” This it merely a cheering promise, but it is a veryifyiag
fact that God’s people do bring forth fruit in ade. Very luscious fruit some of them produce. Yes,
look for the best fruit in the oldest saints. Wiratt, then, you will ask, do they bring forth?

Well, there is the fruit ofestimony | distinctly recollect hearing a blind old miresttalk of the lov-
ing-kindness of the Lord when | was sixteen or s&en, and the encouragement that he gave me has
never departed from me. A young man could not ldowee that because he had not attained so much
experience, but the weight of years, and evenfofities, made that venerable blind man’s testignon
very, very weighty to my soul. “They shall bringtio fruit in old age.” Blessed be His name, | calh t
of the goodness of the Lord to me these twentyye@&'s or more since | have known Him, but think of
a man who can speak of fifty years, and there ameschildren of God who can do so. There is a mem-
ber of this church who has been a member of iséwenty years and she can tell you how good the Lor
has been to her. And the fruit is riper, you kndWwere is a cumulative force of evidence, because if
thing has been true fifty years and a person hed irin all sorts and shapes and ways and modés a
conditions and circumstances—fifty years—well, whdo contradict that? It must be so and you feel
the testimony is a blessed fruit of old age.

Saints bring forth fruit in the way slavorwhen they grow old. Many young ministers can eabilit
some of the truths of the Gospel very readily,ibybu want to taste the sweetness, to feel theiamc
to enjoy the savor, you must hear one that haddragland deep experience. It must be so. There is a
inimitable mellowness about the Christian who hesmp old in his Master’s service. If you want to
hear about the sea, talk to an “old salt.” If yoanivto hear about war, talk to an old soldier trest been
in battle and smelt gunpowder, and knows whatti isave lost a leg. He is the man to tell you. Aod
if you want to know about the real deeps, the trtité vitality, the power of religion, you must rgw to
boys, you must go to those who bring forth fruibld age, because they can speak out of the fglloes
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their soul. Have not we had some in this church—+ettae such now and there are some in heaven—
who, every time we used to hear them speak, lgt dearls and diamonds while they talked about what
the Lord had done for them. Dear old Mr. Dransfieltbw many a time he electrified us when he used
to stand on that platform and talk about the bldssss of God and the sweetness of religion toduk s
You used to think a great deal more of it becawswé#s so old. | am sure you did. It was good ielfits

but still there was the age of the man at the loddk So in that case the age gave a power t@xiperi-
ence which he told out to you.

The aged Christian ought to have, and | hope hendits, the fruit opatience After having suf-
fered so long and enjoyed the mercies of God sg, lbe ought to learn to be patient. | once heard a
good Christian man say that he was confessingla fé& said, “I am afraid that the fruit of my oégje
is peevishness.” “No,” | said, “that is not a fraftyour old age—it is a fruit of your old naturddut the
fruit of old age, where there is grace in old ageuld be patience. And oh, what fruit some of God’
servants do show by way of patience in povertysiakness, in infirmities. There used to sit here an
aged woman who could not hear anything | said shatalways came because she thought it was setting
a good example to the young people at home tochttenhouse of God. Whenever | used to speak with
her, there was such a charm about her convershgicause, though she was much tried, she never ut-
tered a complaint. She could only bless the nanteeot.ord for everything. You remember Dr. Hamil-
ton’s story of poor old Betty who could not do angg but lie in bed and cough, but she said, “Well,
bless the Lord, whatever the Lord has told me td tave tried to do it. And when He said, ‘Betty,
bring up your family,” | tried to bring them up the fear of God. When He said, ‘Betty, go to thed®
of God and sing My praises,’ | was delighted toitdd&\nd when He said, ‘Betty, go upstairs and he i
bed and cough,” well | do it,” she said, “and bl#ss name of the Lord for letting me do it so lag
there is anything to be done for Him.”

Now, the promise is that if we be thus planted laave described, we shall be enabled to bring forth
fruit in old age. Anything that we do with a sineeatesire to glorify God in it and anything that bear
with patience and quietness according to the diwitleis sweet and gracious fruit. We can bringtffor
that fruit in our old age.

One of the most delicious fruits that Christiansdurce in their old age salm, quiet confidence in
God. John Bunyan has described this in his, “Pilgrifdi®gress,” in the beautiful picture of the land
Beulah. | shall not at all object to have a gregichand eyes like lamps whose wasting oil is speeak
shoulders and tottering knees, if | may get to Beulvou know that he describes it as a land that wa
just on the verge of the river and so near to #lestial country that the shining ones did oftesssrthe
river, and there was a pervading smell of sweeatespall over the land because it lay so near taitge
of the blessed that when the wind blew that wayafted the spices across. And they could, in quiet
places of the land, often hear the songs of tha@rghiones who wandered there. The inhabitants atere
perfect rest. The land was called Beulah, for Goe@lgght was in her. They that dwelt in her werbech
Hephzibah, for they were married unto the Lord #r&y were sitting there, many of them, close by the
brink of the river, waiting till a message shoulwhw from the King, for the King’s messengers, every
now and then, came into the country and they saite pitcher is broken at the cistern. Rise up, my
love, and come away.” And so, one by one, the Betgla crossed that river. On bright sunshiny morn-
ings, they were known to cross it singing, “O grawbere is your victory?” Well, it is that patieaiid-
ing that quiet waiting, that holy confidence, tiatine anticipation, that sweet expectation of toen-
ing glory that is one of the fruits which believdisng forth in old age. And whenever we see it, we
prize those golden apples and long for the timenvke may bear them, too.

But now notice that the text does not speak ofagl/d merely bringing forth fruit, but it says, “They
shall be fat and flourishing,” which means that i€lins, in their advanced years, shall have adésk
of savor and life in them. | have known some Clais, both old and young, that have been very dry
sticks, not fat and flourishing certainly. They haaty little savor and very little unction, thougtey
had very sharp teeth to bite the young people Witlkey were very critical, very ready to look haysat
them and ask them hard questions, and if they cooidspell the biggest word in the whole confession
of faith, they have said, “Ah, the young people adays are not like what they used to be in my time.
We have known some of that sort. But when theyptaeted in the house of God and God makes them
to flourish, they are full of the juice of love. @ are full of Christian kindness and gentlenes&yTare
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full of life. They are full of real vigor—not theigor of the flesh, but the vigor of the Spirit—atity
love the Lord and delight in Him, and delight tdghéhe young people and to encourage them in the
ways of the Lord. Oh, | like to see an old man tfatsand flourishing.

And it is added, in addition to their being fatathihey shall be flourishing. It means that thedage
believer shall have a special verdure. This fldung means his profession and how delightful is the
profession of Christianity in advanced age. | db mean that some people get exceedingly attached to
the pastor whom they have heard for many, manysy&€ane old woman used to say that she liked to
hear the old minister better than anybody else.I'Vidat,” they said, “He is getting very feeble.Oh,”
she said, “but then | recollect what he used taihé | would sooner see him shake his head than |
would hear anybody else preach.” And | have no tiéhdt, though that grows to be an infirmity and
folly, there is something praiseworthy in it, besawou recollect the times and seasons when the Lor
refreshed your soul by him and there is a moratyghtoout a man as you look at him who has been, say
for fifty years, living and laboring as a publicofessing Christian, without a stain upon his repoita—
not a spot on his character. Why, the young pesgye “Bless God! If He has kept him, why should He
not keep me, and if the Lord has sustained him ungmy trials, why should He not sustain me?” It is
not what the man says; it is the man that saysitgives force to all he says. It is what you knswe-
hind the voice. It is the experience of the Lorg&odness. It is the long-continued honorable conduc
which God has enabled him to evince and to showthers, by the abounding grace that was within
him, which preaches in accents louder than thesfineice can articulate.

Now, | do pray that every young man here—and | #ad ¢p see so many young men—will seek to
be one day amongst the old men whose professidhbghthe very strength of the church, because of
this consistency. | will not say to my elder bretm—because the Lord will say it to them—that they
ought to remember what manner of people they otglie, seeing that God has been so gracious to
them these many years.

IV. 1 close with my fourth point, which is THE MANIFE&ITTION THAT AFFORDS CONCLU-
SIVE PROOF OF THE DIVINE FAITHFULNESS. “To show ththe Lord is upright.” These good
folks are to bring forth fruit and to be fat andutishing on purpose, to manifest before the eyesl o
men, “That the Lord is upright. He is my rock ahdre is no unrighteousness in Him.”

“That the Lord is upright.” Well, how does the frbbearing of an aged Christian show that? Why, it
shows that God has kept His promise. He has prahtis® He will never leave them nor forsake them.
There you see it. He has promised that when theyvaiak, they shall be strong. There you see it. He
has promised that if they seek Him, they shalllack any good thing. There you see it. He has prom-
ised them, “Your bread shall be given you. Yourevathall be sure.” Hear what they have to say and
you will see it. He has said, “Even to hoar haiesrl He. | have made and | will bear, and | willrgar
you as in the days of old.” There you have it. Asém. There you see it. We put, “Q. E. D.” at thd e
of a proposition when it is proved. So you may thatt down at the end of the problem of life. God is
good to His people. The old man stands up and §agdy God is good to Israel. If you could hear my
story, young man, you would see it before your eyesit would show that the Lord is upright.”

Nor is it only that He keeps His promises, butltbed is kind and generous towards His servants. |
always think it a shameful, heartless thing to tadnift, when He gets old, a man who has been ur yo
service from His youth. It is one of the thingstthave become more common in present than in former
times, to turn out old servants. Since you have thadpith of their life—the marrow out of their
bones—do keep a roof over their heads. Grant thpenaion or at least a pittance. Supply them with a
bit of bread and cheese till they die. | thinksitanly right that an old servant, a faithful setyamould
be so treated. You know how David puts it, “O G¥du have taught me from my youth, and up to now
have | declared Your wondrous works. Now also wham old and grey-headed, O God, forsake me
not.” It is not likely that He would, is it? Such@od as He turn His old servants off? You rementiher
Amalekite who had a master that was an Egyptiantaadnaster left him to perish and David found
him? Ah, well, that is how the Egyptian masters lolat, that is not how our Master does. You will not
leave or desert me when my age and my infirmitie#tiply upon me. When these eyes grow dim, You
will look upon me. When another shall guard me kadi me where | would not, You still will be my
friend and helper, and lay Your finger on my eyglas$ | close them in the hour of death. It is thfal
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God we serve and He keeps His people alive in thdiage that they may show that He is a faithid a
upright God.

Now, David added at the end, “He is my rock, arete¢hs no unrighteousness in Him.” | want every
one of my elderly friends to add his, Amen, to themtence and to set his seal that God is true.eCom
forward as witnesses, attest the deed while itiad executed, and put your names to the record and
say, “I bear witness to that.” At least | want yiauthe silence of your hearts to come and say, ,'Yes
can bear witness.” David says, “He is my rock.” lyed brethren, you can say, “God is the rock on
which my hope is founded—my foundation—and He hagen failed me. The rock will never shake,
never move, never give way. He is the rock of migdse—the ‘rock of ages cleft for me.” | have hid-
den myself in Him and | have been safe. He is tbekPf my abiding. | have dwelt in Him and lived in
Him and | have found Him my castle and my high towe is a rock for immutability.” Can you say
that, brethren? He has never changed—never. Hbdwsas“without variableness or shadow of turning.”
Every good and perfect gift have | received froomHBear witness to it. This is what is wanted iis th
age—that you should bear witness that God is a—+dickn, strong, faithful, immutable—the defense of
His people.

And then, “There is no unrighteousness in Him.”duld have you bear witness to that. You have
had some sharp troubles. Have you ever had moreytha ought to have? You have had many losses.
Have you really lost anything in being a Christiat'@u have been brought very low. Have you ever
been left and deserted altogether? You have ganegh fire and through water, but has the fire con-
sumed you? Has the water drowned you? If you hayéhang to say against God, you old servants of
His, let us hear it. No, but the older God’s peagde, the more they praise Him, and one reasonlwhy
am sure that God must be a good God is that | awag that all His servants want to get their dteh
into the same house, into the same family. A marotsbadly treated by his master when he says, “My
ambition is to have my boy follow me.” Oh, | careag well of my Lord and Master in all that He has
ever given me to do, but it is the joy of my saulthink that my sons should follow me in the love o
Christ and the preaching of the gospel. We whoyatsmger men, but yet who have had a good deal of
tossing to and fro, can say, “He is my Lord anddhe no unrighteousness in Him. No, not a flaw in
Him—not one unkindness, not one unfaithfulness, ara forgetfulness, not one angry word, not one
thing but what has been full of love.” He has sédidhave sworn that | would not be angry with yau,
rebuke you,” and He has kept His promise and upigohour we cannot discover speck, spot, or flaw i
all the transactions of His providence. Though somes they have been mysterious, they have always
been right. Blessed be His name forever and ever.

Oh, who would not be planted in the courts of sai¢bod as this to be kept even to old age and to be
blessed with such unspeakable blessings world witead? God grant you all to be called trees of
righteousness, the planting of the Lord that Hehhiog glorified. Amen.
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