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“Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by graz; to the end the promise might be sure
to all the seed; not to that only which is of thaw, but to that also
which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the fatheaf us all.”
Romans 4:16.

WE shall turn during yet another Sabbath morningrte of the great vital truths of the gospel. | fee
it to be important more and more to bring forwand fundamental doctrines since they are in certain
guarters placed so much in the background. | mét asremark the other day that even the evangelical
pulpit needs to be evangelized. | am afraid b true and therefore we will give such prominetace
the gospel and to its central doctrine of justifima by faith, that no such remark shall be apjtlieao
us. We have heard it said that if an instrumeniccbe invented which would serve the same purpose
towards sermons as the lactometer does towards yoilkwould with great difficulty be able to discov
er any trace of the unadulterated milk of the Wiordarge numbers of modern discourses. | shall not
subscribe to any sweeping censure, but | am afingict is too much ground for the accusation. Imabu
dance of sermons, the polish of the rhetoric ittyan excess of the weight of the doctrine anuk“t
wisdom of words” is far more conspicuous than tluss of Christ.

Besides, the gospel is always wanted. There arayalwome persons who urgently need it and will
perish unless they receive it. It is a matter ofithonecessity. There may be finer and more agtisti
things to speak about than the simplicities of &hiut there are certainly no more useful andisitgu
things. The signposts at the crossroads bear waples words, generally consisting of the nameshef t
towns and villages to which the roads lead. Buhé&se were painted out and their places suppliétd wi
stanzas from Byron, or stately lines from Miltom,d@ep thoughts from Cowper or Young, | am afraid
there would be grievous complaints from personsgpsheir way. They would declare that however
excellent the poetry might be, they thought it enpeértinence to mock them with a verse when they
needed plain directions as to the king's highwayles those who will indulge in poetical thoughtela
express them in high-flown language, it shall besda set up the signposts marking out the waybf s
vation and to keep them painted in letters largk@ain, so that he who runs may read. There ish@no
reason for giving the gospel over and over, agathagain. It is the reason which makes the motier t
her child twenty times, namely, because ninetemediare not enough. Men are so forgetful about the
things of Christ and their minds are so apt to ste&ge from the truth, that when they have leathed
gospel they are very easily bewitched by falsehaod are readily deceived by that “other gospel”
which is not another. Therefore, we need to givantHline upon line and precept upon precept.” |
scarcely remember the old rustic rhyme, but | decblhearing it sung in my boyish days when the
country people were planting beans according tomttigolan of putting three into each hole—I think i
ran thus—

“One for the worm and one for the crow,
And let us hope the other will grow.”

We must be content to plant many seeds in the tigiene will take root and bear fruit. The worm
and crow are always at work and will be sure totheir full share of our sowing and therefore Ist u
sow the more. Come we, then, to our text and tatspel of faith. Last Sabbath, the theme was, “For
whom is the gospel meant?” And the reply was, foners. The question today I$jow is the gospel
received?” The answer ishy faith Our first head shall bthe fact,“it is of faith.” Secondly,the first
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reason for this;that it might be by grace.” And thirdlyhe further reasorito the end that the promise
might be sure to all the seed.”

I. First, then, here is THE FACT#4s of faith What does the “it” refer toR? is of faith. If you will
read the context, | think you will consider thateaters to the promise, although some have saidlea
antecedent word or thought is “the inheritance.isThatters very little, if at all—it may mean theher-
itance, the covenant, or the promise, for theseoaee To give a wide word which will take in alleth
blessedness which comes to a man in Christ, thesdadimess promised by the covenant of grace is of
faith—in one word, salvation is of faith.

And what is faith? It is believing the promise obdd; taking God at His word, and acting upon that
belief by trusting in Him. Some of the Puritans dise divide faith improperly, but still instructilye
into three parts. The first was self-renunciathjch is perhaps rather a preparation for faitntfath
itself. In it a man confesses that he cannot frusimself and so goes out of self and all confmkem
his own good works. The second part of faith, teaid, was reliance in which a man, believing the
promise of God, trusts Him, depends upon Him, a&agés his soul in the Savior's hands. And then the
third part of faith they said was appropriationvalyich a man takes to himself that which God present
in the promise to the believer, appropriates ihiasown, feeds upon it, and enjoys it. Certainkgrénis
no true faith without self-renunciation, relian@nd at least a measure of appropriation—where these
three are found, there is faith in the soul. Wdlshawever, better understand what faith is aspne
ceed with our subject, if God the Holy Spirit Wik pleased to enlighten us. Dear friends, you eaitye
see that the blessing was of faith in Abraham’®ead it is precisely the same with all those wio b
faith are the children of believing Abraham.

First, it was so in the case of AbrahaAbraham obtained the promise by faith and not byk& nor
by the energy of the flesh. He relied alone upandivine promise. We read in the seventeenth verse,
“(As it is written, | have made you a father of ngarations), before Him whom he believed, even God,
who quickens the dead and calls those things wdnriemot as though they were.” Abraham’s faith con-
sisted inbelieving the promisef God and this he did firmly and practically. ias far away in Chaldea
when the Lord called him out and promised to giva A land and a seed, and straightway he went
forth, not knowing where he went. When he came @a&naan, he had no settled resting place, but wan-
dered about in tents, still believing most fullyaththe land wherein he sojourned as a strangerigsas
own. God promised to give him a seed and yet henbathildren. Year followed year, and in the course
of nature, he grew old and his wife was long plastage of child-bearing, and yet there was no son b
to them. When at last Ishmael was born, his hoghandirection was dashed to the ground, for he wa
informed that the covenant was not with IshmaelieBang Abraham had stepped aside to carnal expe-
diency and had hoped in that way to realize thgelimg promise, but he had fourteen more years to
walit, till he was a hundred years old and till $ahad reached her ninetieth year. Yet he belielied t
word of the Lord and fell upon his face and laugthth holy joy and said in his heart, “Shall a chide
born unto him that is a hundred years old?” So, Wdten Isaac was born and grown up, he believed tha
in Isaac should the covenant be established, ndnelidoubt this when the Lord bade him take Isadc a
offer him up as a sacrifice. He obeyed without tjoeghg, believing that God was able to raise Isaac
from the dead or in some other way to keep His vadndromise. Now consider that we have multiplied
promises and those are written down in black andewh the inspired Word, which we may consult at
any time we please, while Abraham had only now thiett a verbal promise, and yet he clung to it and
relied upon it. Though there was nothing else lp upon and neither sign nor evidence of any offgpr
to fulfill the promise that he should be heir oétivorld and father of many nations, yet he needed n
other ground of confidence but that God had saahdt that He would make His word good.

There was in Abraham alsan eye to the central point of the promisthe Messiah—Jesus, our
Lord. I do not know that Abraham understood all $paitual meaning of the covenant made with him,
probably he did not, but he did understand thatGhast was to be born of him, in whom all nations
should be blessed. When the Lord said that He wmalkle him a blessing and in him should all nations
of the earth be blessed, | do not suppose Abralasral the fullness of that marvelous word, butice
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see that he was to be the progenitor of the Mes€lahLord Himself is my authority for this assert]
“Abraham saw My day, he saw it and was glad” (Jd&i6B Though there appeared to this man, old and
withered, with a wife ninety years of age, no likebd that he should ever become a father, yehdid
fully believe that he would be the father of mamgionsand that upon no ground whatever but that the
living God had so promised him and therefore soust be.

This faith of Abraham we findonsidered no difficulties whateveiWho against hope believed in
hope, that he might become the father of many nstiaccording to that which was spoken, so shall
your seed be. And being not weak in faith, he aereid not his own body now dead, when he was
about a hundred years old, neither yet the deadii€darah’s womb: he staggered not at the pronfise o
God through unbelief.” Brethren, these were in thelves terrible difficulties, enough to make a man
fear that the promise did but mock him, but Abratdichnot consider anything beyond the promise and
the God who gave it. The difficulties were for Godconsider and not for him. He knew that God had
made the world out of nothing and that He suppoalethings by the word of His power and therefore
he felt that nothing was too hard for Him. His oaadvanced years and the age of his wife were of no
consequence. he did not take them into the reckgotiat saw only a faithful Aimighty God and felt
content. O noble faith! Faith such as God deserivagh such as none render to Him but those whom
He calls by effectual grace! This it was which jfistl Abraham and made him the father of believers.

Abraham’s faith alsgave glory to Godl stopped in the middle of the twentieth verss juow, but
we must now complete the reading of it. “But wasrgg in faith, giving glory to God.” God had prom-
ised and he treated the Lord’s promise with becgma&verence. He did not impiously suspect the Lord
of falsehood, or of mocking His servant, or of rittg today what He might take back tomorrow. He
knew that Jehovah is not a man that He shouldhbe the son of man that He should repent. Abraham
glorified the truth of God and at the same timeylugified His power. He was quite certain that thoed
had not spoken beyond His line, but that what He pr@mised He was able to perform. It belongs to
puny man to speak more than he can do—full oftertdngue is longer than his arm—~but with the Lord
it is never so. Has He said, and shall He not 2ldsiianything too hard for the Lord? Abraham adgyin
believed in the immutability, truth, and power aetliving God and looked for the fulfillment of His
word.

All this strong, unstaggering faith which glorifi€bdrested upon the Lord alon¥ou will see that
it was so by reading the twenty-first verse. “Befally persuaded that, what He had promised, He was
able also to perform.” There was nothing whatewehis house, his wife, himself, or anywhere else
which could guarantee the fulfillment of the proeisie had only God to look to—only, did | say—
What could a man have more? Yet so it was. There we signs, marks, tokens, or indications to sub-
stantiate the confidence of Abraham. He restedysajgon the unlimited power of God. And this, dear
brethren, is the kind of faith which God loves ammhors, which wants no signs, marks, evidences,
helps, or other buttresses to support the plainsanel Word of the Lord, but simply knows that Jediov
has said it and that He will make it good. Thoudtirangs should give the promise the lie, we badie
in it because we believe in God. True faith ridgsuimpossibility and pours contempt upon improbabil
ity, knowing that omnipotence and immutability cahbe thwarted or hindered. Has God said it? Then
so it is. Dictum! Factum! Spoken! Done! These twe ane with the Most High.

Well, now, the faith of every man who is saved must be ofctesacter.Every man who receives
salvation receives it by a faith like that of Abaa, for, my brethren, when we are sawedtoo take the
promise of God and depend uponTib one believer, one Word of God is applied. Tiother, some
sweet Word, most sure and steadfast, is discougved which we fix our hope and find an anchor for
our spirit. Yes, and as we search the Word by farthtake each promise as we find it and we salyis‘T
is true,” and “This is true,” and so we rest uptirothem. Is it not so with all of you who haveare
with God? Did you not gain it by resting upon therpise of God as you found it in the Word and as it
was opened up to you by the Holy Spirit? Have yay @her ground of confidence but God’s promise?
| know you have not, my brethren, nor do you deairg.
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And we also believe in God over the head of greatatiffies If it was hard for Abraham to believe
that a son should be born unto him, I think itasder for a poor burdened sinner, conscious ofjteat
guilt, conscious that God must punish him alsotfat guilt, to believe, nevertheless, in the hopefu
things which the gospel prophesies unto him. Caglieve that the righteous God is looking upon ane,
sinner, with eyes of love? Can | believe that tHoufave offended Him and broken all His laws, He,
nevertheless, waits to be gracious to me? Whileheart is heavy and the prospect is black around me
and | see nothing but a terrible hell to be myreieportion, can | at such a time believe that Ged
planned my redemption and given His Son to dieniet and that now He invites me to come and re-
ceive a full, perfect, and immediate pardon at kasds? Can the gospel message be true to such a
worthless rebel as | am? It seems as if the lawjasitte of God set themselves against the truguoh
wonderful deeds of mercy as the gospel announcgst as hard for a stricken heart to believe the re
port, but the faith which saves the soul believesgospel promise in the teeth of all its alarnt @ot-
withstanding all the thunders of the law. Despiite trepidation of the awakened spirit, the HolyrBpi
enables it to accept the great Father's word, $o upon the propitiation which He has set forthd &m
quiet itself with the firm persuasion that God @inrist’'s sake does put away its sin.

At the same time another grand miracle is alscelsetl in, namely, regeneration. This seems to me
to be quite as great an act of faith as for Abralbamelieve in the birth of a child by two paremtso
were both advanced in years. The case stands there—am |, dead by nature, dead in trespasses and
sins. The deadness of Abraham and Sarah accomalingtéire was not greater than the deadness of my
soul to every good thing. Is it possible, thent thsehould live unto God? That within this stonyarte
there should yet throb eternal life and divine |l@arel that | should come to delight in God? Careit b
that with such a depraved and deceitful heart asrmshould yet rise to fellowship with the holy God
and should call Him my Father and feel the spifiadoption within my heart? Can I, who now dread
the Lord, yet come to rejoice in Him? “Oh,” say® thoor troubled sinner, “can I, that have fought
against the throne of God, | that even tried toldddis existence, ever come to be at perfect pedtte
Him so that He shall call me His friend and revda secrets to me and listen to my voice in prayer?
it possible?” The faith which saves the soul bagwn the possibility of regeneration and sandific
tion—nay, more—it believes in Jesus and obtainsifopower to become children of God and strength
to conquer sin. This is believing God indeed.

Look this way, yet again, for here is another diffty. We know that we must persevere to the end,
for only he that endures to the end shall be sabeés it not seem incredible that such feeble |dick
foolish creatures as we are should continue i faitd the fear of God all our lives? Yet this westu
do, and the faith which saves, enables us to kelieat we shall persevere, for it is persuadedttiet
Redeemer is able to keep that which we have comithto Him, that He will perfect that which con-
cerns us, that He will suffer none to pluck usa@utis hand, and that having begun the good worksin
He will carry it on. This is faith worthy of the tfeer of the faithful. Once again, let us beholdthro
difficulty for faith. We believe according to Godfgomise that we shall one day be “without spot or
wrinkle, or any such thing.” |1 do believe that thisad shall wear a crown of glory and that thischan
shall wave a palm branch. | am fully assured thail one day sweetly say to me—

“Close your eyes that you may see

What | have in store for thee.

Lay your arms of warfare down,

Fall that you may win a crown.”
We, all, who are believers in Jesus, shall onel#awithout fault before the throne of God, but hew
this to be? Surely our confidence is that He whe pr@mised it is able to perform it. This is théha
which finds its way to glory—the faith which expgdb enter into the Redeemer’s joy because of the
Redeemer’s love and life. Brethren, in this mattersee the difficulties, but we do not considemnthe
We count them as less than nothing since omnipetéas come into the field. “Thanks be unto God
which gives us the victory through our Lord JesisisE.” We know that our Redeemer lives and that
because He lives, we shall also live and be with iWhere He is.
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At the end of the chapter, we are told ttie¢ saving faith rests in the power of God as rested in
Jesus,If we believe in Him who was delivered for ourf@fises, and was raised again for our justifica-
tion.” Beloved, we believe that Jesus died, asagdst died as ever any man died, and yet on thenmor
ing of the third day He rose again from the deadlivyne power. It is not to us a thing incrediblat
God should raise the dead. We, therefore, belieseltecause God has raised the dead He has raised u
also from our death in sin and that He will raiseg bodies from the tomb after they shall have slept
awhile in the earth. We believe also that our Ladegus died for our offenses and put them away. Our
faith builds upon the substitution of the Lord Jesu our behalf and it rests there with firm coefide.

We believe also that He rose again because Hidituios was accepted and because our offenses were
forever put away—rose again to prove that we asg@fjed in Him. This is where we stand. | expect to
be saved, not at all because of what | am, nortatw can do, nor because of anything | ever dimll
able to be or to do, but only because God has gexhto save those who believe in Jesus Christghrou
what the Lord Jesus has suffered in their steadal®e Jesus has risen to prove that His sufferasy w
accepted on the behalf of believers, there do weamed trust, and that is the way in which eveiielbe

er is saved—that way and no way else. Even as Abrdtelieved, so do we. Here is the fact—it is of
faith.

Il. Now we come to the second point. Here we are tgsiden THE FIRST REASON why God has
chosen to make salvation by faitkhat it might be of grace.”"Now, dear friends, the Lord might have
willed to make the condition of salvation a mitigetform of works. If He had done so, it would not
have been of grace, for it is a principle whicheked not explain now, but a fixed principle, thathié
blessing is of grace it is no more of works, othiseagrace is no more grace. And if it is of workss
no more of grace, otherwise work is no more work.water and oil will not mix and as fire and water
will not lie down side by side in quiet, so neithatl the principle of merit and the principle afeke fa-
vor. You cannot make a legal work to be a condibba gracious blessing without at once introducing
an alien element and really bringing the soul urtdercovenant of works and so spoiling the whoda pl
of mercy. Grace and faith are congruous and waldtogether in the same chariot, but grace andtmeri
are contrary, the one to the other, and pull oggposays and therefore God has not chosen to yaka th
together. He will not build with incongruous magdsi or daub with untempered mortar. He will not
make an image partly of gold and partly of clayr weave a linsey-woolsey garment—His work is all
of one piece and all of grace.

Again, in Abraham’s casenpasmuch as he received by faith the blessinghlwiod promised him,
it is very evident that it was of gracéou never heard anyone ascribe Abraham’s salvatidiis merits
and yet Abraham was an eminently holy man. Thezespecks in his life—and in whose life will there
not be found infirmities—but he was one of the giest characters of history. Still, no man thinks of
Abraham as a self-justifying person or as at dditeel to the Pharisee who said, “God, | thank Yt t
am not as other men.” | never heard anybody hiat the great patriarch had reason to glory before
God. His name is not “the father of the innocemiit “the father of the faithful.” When we read of
Abraham’s life, we see that God called him by anchsovereign grace, that God made a covenant with
him as an act of grace, and that the promised etelsl born, not of the power of the flesh, but ehir
according to promise. Grace reigns through righdeeas unto eternal life in the life of the patiaand
it is illustrated in a thousand ways whenever we Isis faith receiving the promises. The holiness of
Abraham, since it arose out of his faith, neved$eas to ascribe his blessedness to anything kut th
grace of God.

Now, inasmuch as we are saved by fatvery believer is made to see in himself thatjsrolwvn in-
stance, it is by graceBelieving is such a self-renounciating act thatnman who looks for eternal life
thereby ever talked about his own merits, excemtoiant them but dross and dung. No, brethren, the
child of the promise cannot live in the same howik the son of the bondwoman. When Isaac grows
up, Ishmael must depart—the principle of believingo everlasting life will not endure a hint about
human deservings. Those who believe in justificatiy faith are the only persons who can believe in
salvation by grace. The believer may grow in griltde becomes fully assured of his own salvation,
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yes, and he may become holiness unto the Lordveryaremarkable manner, being wholly consecrated
to God in body, soul, and spirit, but you will neveear the believing man speak of his experience, o
attainments, or achievements as a reason for glpiyi himself or as an argument for becoming more
confident as to his safety. He dares not trustwueks or states of feeling, for he feels that byhfée
stands. He cannot get away from simple faith, ier mnoment he attempts to do so, he feels the ground
going from under him and he begins to sink intaribde confusion of spirit. Therefore, he returnshis

rest and resolves to abide in faith in his risemi@afor there he abides in the grace of God.

Through the prominence given to faith, the truthsalvation by grace is so conspicuously revealed
thateven the outside world is compelled to sethd@ugh the only result may be to make them raige t
ial objections thereat. They charge us with preaghoo much concerning grace, because they hear us
magnifying and extolling the plan of salvation Iayjth, and they readily perceive that a gift prordise
faith must be a gift of grace and not a rewardsiEnwices done. Only begin to preach salvation bgkgvo
or ceremonies and nobody will accuse you of sayamgmuch of grace, but keep to faith and you are
sure to keep to the preaching of grace.

Moreover, faith never did clash with grace yeétvhen the sinner comes and trusts to Christ and
Christ says to him, “I forgive you freely by My g@&” faith says, “O Lord, that is what | want andaw
| believe in. | ask You to deal with me even sdBut if | give you everlasting life, it will not beecause
you deserve it, but for My own name’s sake.” Faghlies, “O Lord, that also is precisely as | desit
is the sum and substance of my prayer.” When taiblvs strong and takes to pleading in prayer (dnd o
how mighty she is with God in supplication, movidg omnipotence to her mind), yet all her pleadings
are based on grace and none of them upon the oh¢hi¢é creature. Never yet did faith borrow weapons
from Mount Sinai. Never once did she ask as thabhghfavor were a debt, but she always holds to the
promise of the gracious God and expects all thirgga the faithfulness of her God.

Ay, and when faith grows strongest and attainsetohighest stature and is fullest of delight, st th
she dances for very joy, yet she never in all ixaeittation boasts or exalts herself. Where is bogsti
then? It is excluded. By the law of works? Nay, bytthe law of faith. Faith and carnal boastingerev
yet walked together. If a man should boast of thength of his faith, it would be clear evidencatthe
had none at all or at least that he had for the fiatien into vainglorious presumption. Boasting@, N
Faith loves to lie low and behave herself as kelithild, and when she lifts herself up, it is @k her
Lord and her Lord alone.

Faith, too, is well calculated to show forth thegr of God, becaudaith is the child of grace
“Ah,” says faith, “| have grasped the covenantavé laid hold on the promises, | have seen CHrist,
have gazed into heaven, | have enjoyed foretasteteimal joys. But (says she) | am of the operatib
God—I should never have existed if the Spirit ofd@@d not created me.” The believer knows that his
faith is not a weed suitable to the soil of hisrhelaut a rare plant—an exotic which has been plant
there by divine wisdom and he knows too that if tleed does not nourish it, his faith will die like
withered flower. He knows that his faith is a peyga¢ miracle, for it is begotten, sustained, ane- pr
served by a power not less mighty than that whaased our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. If | met
with an angel in a hovel | should know that he wasborn there, but that he came from above. And so
is it with faith—its heavenly descent is manifestall. Faith, then, tracing her very existence tacg,
never can be anything but the friend, the vindicatee advocate and the glorifier of the grace oG-
therefore it is of faith that it might be by grace.

[ll. Now, thirdly, there is A FURTHER REASON for faitm@ grace being the Lord’s chosen meth-
od of salvation;To the end that the promise might be sure to lal seed.”Look at this, dear friends,
very carefully. Salvation was made to be of faitidl @ot of works that the promise might be surellto a
the seed, for firstif could not have been sure to us Gentiles by die because in a certain sense, we
were not under the law of Moses at all. Turn totd and you find that it runs thus, “Sure totak
seed, not to that only which is of the law, buthat also which is of the faith of Abraham, whahsg
father of us all.” That is to say, the Jew recajvthe seal of circumcision and coming under the-cer
monial law, eating its Passover, and presentingatsifices, might possibly have been reached ley a
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gal method, but we who are Gentiles would have ladt®gether shut out. As to the covenant according
to the flesh, we are aliens and have never comerutsdbonds or participated in its privileges dmere-
fore grace chooses to bless us by faith in ordarttie Gentile may partake of the blessing of theee
nant as well as the Jew.

But there is a still wider reason—it is of faitedausehe other method has failed alreanyevery
case.We have all broken the law already and so havepigelves beyond the power of ever receiving
blessing as a reward of merit. Failure at the autase ruined our future prospects and hencefortthéy
deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified. Witgahains, then, if we are to be saved at all, bat ith
should be of faith? This door alone is open. Lebless God that no man can shut it.

Again, it is of faith that it might be sure. Nounder the system of works nothing is sure. Suppose,
my dear brethren, you were under a covenant oasalvby works and you had fulfilled those works up
till now, yet you would not be sure. Are you seyeyears of age and have you kept your standing till
now? Well, you have done a great deal more thdrefaddam did, for though he was a perfect man
without any natural corruption, | do not supposat tie kept his first estate for a day. But aftéyau
have done for these long years, you may lose dvag/before you have finished your next meal. If
your standing depends upon your own works, yownatesafe and can never be safe till you are out of
this present life, for you might sin and that orfielmse against the conditions would destroy theeeov
nant. “When the righteous turns from his righte@ssnand commits iniquity, he shall even die thefeby
But see the excellence of salvation by grace, teemwyou reach the ground of faith in the promiges,
are upon terra firma and your soul is no longejewpardy. Here is a sure foundation, for the divine
promise cannot fail. If my salvation depends ugmnltord and is received by me on the ground that th
Lord has decreed it, promised it in covenant, amslieed it to me by the blood of Jesus Christ, then
so mine that neither life nor death nor Satan hervworld shall ever rob me of it. If | live to tlage of
Methuselah, my faith will have the same promise®sh upon and clinging there, she will defy theska
of years to change her immutable security. The pemwould not be sure to one of the seed by any oth
er means than that of grace through faith, but masvsure to all.

Moreover, if the promise had been made to wotlexet are some of the seed to whom most evident-
ly it never could come. One of the seed of Abralmmg dying upon a cross and within an hour or two
his bones were broken that he might the more guidid and be buried. Now, if salvation to that poor
dying thief must come by works, how can he be saugid hands and feet are fastened up and he is in
the very grip of death, what can he do? The promiseld not have been sure to him, my brethren, if
there had been any active condition. But he befieeast a saving eye upon the Lord Jesus and said,
“Lord, remember me,” and the promise was most sutam, for the answer was, “Today shall you be
with Me in Paradise”. Many a chosen one of Godraight into such a condition that nothing is possi-
ble to him except faith, but grace has made thefbelieving divinely possible. Well was it forabe
bitten by serpents that all that was asked of them a look, for this was possible even when the hot
venom made the blood boil and scalded all the frewitie fever. Faith is possible to the blind, thenka
the deaf, the dumb. Faith is possible to the alftbst, the desponding, and the guilty. Faith can b
possessed by babes and by the extremely agedghlilitdrate as well as by the instructed. It isliwe
chosen as the cup to convey the living water, tfiagg not too heavy for the weak, nor too huge fa t
little, nor too small for the full-grown.

Now, Brothers and Sisters, | have done when | lsave just this. | will ask you who have believed
in Christ, one question—you who are resting in phemise of God, you who are depending upon the
finished work of Him who was delivered for your eéfises—how do you feel? Are you rejoicing in your
unquestionable safety? As | have turned this matter and thought upon it, my soul has dwelt in per
fect peace. | cannot conceive anything that Godgdifrcould give to the believer which would make
him more safe than the work of Christ has made Bod cannot lie, are you not sure of this? He must
keep His promise, are you not certain of this? Whate do you want? As a little child believes as f
ther's words without any question, even so showdest on the bare, naked promise of Jehovah,mand i
so doing, we become conscious of a peace that patisenderstanding, which keeps our hearts and
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minds by Christ Jesus. | dare not say otherwisebgosilent, for | am conscious of being able tg, sa
“Therefore being justified by faith, | have peacghwGod.” In that place of the soul, much love sgs

up and inward unity to God and conformity to Chrisith believes her God and trusts Him for timd an
eternity, for little things and great things, faxdy and for soul, and this leads on to still higfesults. O
blessed God, what a union of desire, heart, andeaists between You and the soul that trusts You!
How are we brought into harmony with Your mind gndposes! How is our heart made to delight in
You! How completely is our soul “bound up in thenlle of life with the soul of the Lord our God”!
We grow up into Him in all things who is our Heady life, our all.

| charge you, dear children of God, “as you haaeived Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him.”
Live in His peace and abound in it more and mom.nbt be afraid of being too peaceful, “Rejoice in
the Lord always, and again | say rejoice.” When flaue to condemn yourself for shortcomings, yet do
not question the promise of the Lord. When sin oweres you, confess the fault, but do not doubt the
pardon which Jesus still gives you. When sharp tatigms and severe trials arise from different guar
ters, do not suffer them to carry you by storm—+det the stronghold and castle of your spirit be-cap
tured, “Let not your heart be troubled.” Stagget abthe promise through unbelief, but hold to it
whether you walk in the sunshine or in Egyptiarkdass. That which the Lord has promised He is able
also to perform. Do not doubt it. Lean hard onftathful promise and when you feel sad at headnle
harder and harder still, for “Faithful is He thaishpromised, who also will do it.”

Last of all, you sinners here this morning who éhéeard all about this salvation by trusting—I
charge you do not rest till you have trusted thedLdesus Christ and rested in the great promises of
God. Here is one, “I will be merciful to their ughteousness, and their sins and their iniquitidsIwi
remember no more forever.” Here is another whichely cheering, “Whoever calls upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved.” Call upon Him in prayed éhen say, “Lord, | have called, and You have sai
| shall be saved.” Here is another gracious wokg that believes and is baptized shall be savet.” A
tend you to these two commands and then say, “lldrdye Your Word for it that | shall be saved and
hold You to it.” Believe God, sinner. Oh that Hewla give you grace this morning by His Holy Spirit
to say, “How can | do otherwise than believe Hindate not doubt Him.” O poor tried soul, believe in
Jesus so as to trust your guilty soul with Him. Tinere guilty you feel yourself to be, the moretigi
your power to glorify God by believing that He ciamgive and renew such a guilty one as you are. If
you lie buried like a fossil in the lowest stratofsin, yet He can quarry for you and fetch youup of
the horrible pit—and make your dry, petrified helare. Do you believe this? “If you can believel al
things are possible to him that believes.” Trust pnhomise that He makes to every believer that He w
save him and hold you to it, for it is not a vamng. It is your life. “But what if | obtain no jopr
peace?” Believe the promise still and joy and peditiecome. “But what if | see no signs?” Ask foon
signs. Be willing to trust God’s Word without anther guarantee but His truthful character and you
will thus give Him glory. “Blessed are they thatveanot seen and yet have believed.” Believe that Je
hovah cannot lie and as He has promised to forgiiverho believe in Jesus, hang on to that word and
you shall be saved. Sinners, | have set beforetly@wvay of salvation as simply as | can, will yavé
it or not? May the Spirit of God sweetly lead youstay, “Have it, ay, that | will.” Then go in peaaed
rejoice henceforth and forever. God bless you. Amen
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