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“When the Philistines took the ark of God, they hrght it into the house of Dagon,
and set it by Dagon. And when they of Ashdod areaely on the morrow, behold,
Dagon was fallen upon his face to the earth befdhe ark of the Lord.
And they took Dagon, and set him in his place again
And when they arose early on the morrow morning hioéd, Dagon was fallen upon his face
to the ground before the ark of the Lord; and the&ad of Dagon and both the palms of his hands weué ¢
off upon the threshold; only the stump of Dagon wigt to him.”
1 Samuel 5:2-4.

THE ark of the Lord was captured by the Philistitiesugh it was guarded by all the men of arms
that Israel could muster for the battle. It camadchurt when it was surrounded by unarmed pradst.
hough the times were exceedingly disturbed andaueriall through the dreary period of the Judges, y
never was the ark a captive till it was protectgdhe carnal weapon. When those whom God had or-
dained to take care of the ark of the covenantihadtheir charge, it was safe enough, but whemn th
proud banners of the State and the warlike arrdlgeohation formed the bodyguard of the sacredshri
the ark of God was taken. When the civil power yearsed with the spiritual and the arm of flesh came
in to patronize and to take into connection witlelt the arm of God’s strength, then it was thatdrk
was borne away in triumph by its foes. All throdglman history you will find the explanation of this
instructive fact—let God’s truth alone and it wdlke care of itself without the aid of kings andpes,
laws or establishments, endowments or privilegady Gtate the pure truth of revelation and it will
force its own way. But garnish and adorn it by yeloquent language or protect and guard it by your
carnal wisdom and prudence—and the truth goesdaptivity. Leave the church alone, O you kings
and princes, or persecute it if you will, for itlwiaugh your opposition to scorn. But pretend tmt
propagate its doctrines by the civil power, fostts the worst curse that can befall it. Take demyour
patronage and the mere touch of your royal hantiskeiate disease within it. Almost to the deatls ha
the so-called “church” come down when her ministiéke Hophni and Phineas, have allied themselves
with the temporal power, for God will do His worlg blis own instruments and in His own way. He will
not be indebted to the might of flesh but will dedeHis own glory by His own mysterious power. He
uses for His instruments His consecrated ones wder whe white linen, which is the righteousness of
saints and not the blood-stained men of war arrayedat of mail and glittering breastplate of stee

Another lesson may be learned from the incidenbieefis. When the Philistines had beaten the Isra-
elites in battle and captured the sacred chestccétie ark, they boasted and gloried as thoughhbdy
defeated God Himself. They evidently regarded thielen casket as the very choicest part of the spoill
and they placed it as a trophy in the chief tengbltheir god Dagon, to show that he was mightianth
the God Jehovah who was unable, as they thougptptect His people. This touched at once the honor
of Jehovah, and because He is a jealous God, ddisdogood for Israel. The fact that God is a jeslou
God has often a terrible side to us, for it leawl®ur chastisement when we grieve Him. This, indeed
led to the defeat of Israel. But it has also atdrgjde towards us, for His jealousy flames agattist
foes even more terribly than against His friendsd Avhen His name is blasphemed and honors that are
due to Him are ascribed to a mere idol or He idaded to have been defeated by a false god, then Hi
jealousy burns like coals of juniper and He maka® IHis right arm to smite His adversaries as tde di
on this occasion. He thinks it meet to punish Hisraling people, but when Philistia says, “Dagos ha
defeated Jehovah,” then the Lord will no longefesuPhilistia to triumph. Jehovah'’s answer to Hied
was Dagon broken to shivers before His ark andPthistines plagued with tumors until, in their des
perate pain and dire disgrace, they set free thebaing no longer able to endure its presenceynod
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their towns. So that the Jews ever afterwards tsestasperate the Philistines by reminding thenhef
disease which so sorely tried them, and therediasa of this in the psalm which says of the Lotde “
smote His enemies in the inner part. He put them perpetual reproach.” Never did a boastful nation
undergo a deeper dishonor in the eyes of theirhbeig, to whom they became a laughingstock, and
never did an image suffer a worse disgrace thanatheh befell their god Dagon.

Now, then, whenever, at any time, infidelity or stgiition shall so prevail as to discourage your
minds, take comfort out of this—that in all the&md’s honor is compromised. Have they blasphemed
His name? Then He will protect that name. Have taye further than they used to do in foul utteranc
es against Him? Then they will provoke Him and Hi mvake bare His holy arm. | pray that they may
so provoke Him! All His church will say, “Amen!” tthat, so that He may arise and perform the glori-
ous works of His strength and of His love amongdbies of men and put the adversary to confusion by
proving that He is still with His people and stile same mighty God as He was in the days of y&ag.
you to yourselves, then, “Our Lord will not alwasgtsdure this idolatrous popery which is multiplyitsy
priests within our national church. His people aatrivear it—much less will He. He will not alwaysg-to
erate these blasphemous theories by which selfeitenal; learned men, and vainglorious skeptics seek
to get rid of God out of the world. They will prak® Him. He will bestir Himself. He will show Himdel
strong on the behalf of His truth. He will roll bathe waves of sin and let the ages know that Hills
the great | AM, the victorious God over all, blesderever.” Those two truths seem to me to lie upon
the surface of this passage.

And now, though it would be very wrong to make th& Word of God to be a mere set of allegories
and so to deny that it records facts—and thisystirwe shall never do—yet, as the Apostle Paul has
shown us that many of the events in the Old Testame an allegory, and as, indeed, these thirgys ar
evidently types and must be regarded as emblemgpatterns of things that still occur—we shall use
this passage in a spiritual way and make it theucklof experiential teachings. Where the livingdGo
comes into the soul, Dagon, or the idol god of amd worldliness, must go down. This is the one
thought which we shall hammer out at this time.

|. To begin, then—the coming of the ark into Dago®@sple was an apt simile of the coming of
Christ into the soul. Dagon, according to the lr@strmation, was the fish-god of Philistia, perhdnos-
rowed from the Sidonians and the men of Tyre, whona@ business was upon the sea and who there-
fore invented a marine deity. The upper part of @agas a man or woman and the lower part of the
idol was carved like a fish. We get a very goodaidéit from the common notion of the fictitiousjiu-
lous creature called a mermaid. Dagon was nothiagerthan a merman or mermaid, only, of course,
there was no pretense of his being alive. He wearaed image—Ilike that which the papists worship
and call the Blessed Virgin or Saint Peter or SRietny. The temple at Ashdod was, perhaps, the cathe
dral of Dagon, the chief shrine of his worship, @here he sat erect upon the high altar with porapou
surroundings. The ark of the covenant of the Ldrtasts was a small wooden box overlaid with gold.
It was by no means a very cumbersome or bulky mhtie nevertheless, very sacred because it had a
representative character and symbolized the covesfa@o. Its capture was grievous indeed to pious
Israelites, for they felt that the glory of God wdeparted when the ark was taken. The sacred slasst
carried in triumph by the Philistines and brougttbithe temple where Dagon stood. In your mind’s
eye, you can see the fish-god high upon his theorek the incense burning before him as the priests
gather around and the princes of Philistia withrtmphant banners bow before his shrine. We hear the
shouts of the Philistine lords as they bring in glaéden coffer with the golden staves and set wrdat
the foot of Dagon and sing their exultant songsarHbeem as they sound their trumpets and chant thei
blasphemous hymns, “Glory be unto you, O Dagon! ¥aue triumphed this day, O mighty god of the
land and the sea! Glorious fish-god, you have vaga those who vanquished the Canaanites, and
though their God slew the Egyptians of old, youéhamitten them by their thousands. Glory be unto
you, you mighty god!” Thus would they extol theieity and pour contempt upon the captured ark,
which they placed at the foot of the image. Thehemvthe service was over and they had worshiped
Dagon to their heart’s content, they shut up timeple and there was darkness in the holy placener u
holy place—which shall I call it? Not long did tlaek remain where it was, with Dagon still supreme,
but the mere incoming of the aikto the idol temple was a fair picture of the introduction of the grace
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of God into the human heart. The Philistines brought in the ark of the Lord, baty an act of divine
power can bring the grace of God into the souldBaerse instrumentalities the truth, as it is isuke is
read, is heard, is brought to the recollectiorsden printed in the lives of men, and so enters tim
temple of the inner manhood. When it first comds ithe heart it finds sin enthroned there and the
Prince of Darkness reigning supreme. The first githat enters into the soul finds it in darkness ian
death, under the dominion of sin. Brethren, we haotto deliver ourselves from sin and death and
darkness and then obtain grace, but while we arelgad, grace visits us, while we are yet slaves, t
liberator comes. On our blackest midnight, the stinghteousness arises. While the Dagon of s& sit
firmly on his throne, as if he never could be stirand his horrid form is alone to be seen lordimyer

all the thoughts and imaginations of the heartpethen it is that “God, who is rich in mercy, forsH
great love wherewith He loved us, even when we wlega in trespasses and sins,” sends His almighty
grace to dwell within us. When that grace enteesstbul, it comes not with observation, and sinrat f
does not know any more about the incoming of gthe@ Dagon knew about the ark. The grace, the
light, the truth, the love of God come into the Isand the man does not know as yet what the Losd ha
done for him. He is only conscious of some imp@ssof a thoughtfulness he had never known before,
of a calm frame of mind, of a desire to considerral things, and that is all that he perceivethef
Lord’s work within him. His Dagon seems to still theere in as supreme a majesty as ever, only some-
thing strange is also within the mind, the man kemet what it is. It is the beginning of the end—aof
blessed and glorious end.

We have now Dagon and the ark in the same templensl grace in the same heatt this state of
things cannot long abide. No man can serve two masters and even if he dbheld the two masters
would not agree to be so served. The two greatiptes of sin and grace will not abide in peacenwit
each other, they are as opposite as fire and wakere will be conflict and a victory, and we know
which will conquer, for as surely as ever the grat&od comes into the soul, sin receives notice to
quit. That night, when the Philistines had finishbdir exulting ceremonies, they thought they hefd |
Dagon robed in glory, reigning and triumphing otlee ark of the Lord. They had scarcely shut the
doors and gone before Dagon fell on his face togtleeind before the ark. Down he went. He did not
lean over, bube fell. Nor did he drop upon his side, but he was madktobeisance before the ark, for
he fell on his face, and he did not fall merely part of the way, but én his faceto the ground before
the ark—a change of positions very significant i® worshipers! The ark was set at the foot of Dagon
and now Dagon lies before the ark as if he weretpatng himself in worship before the great and
mighty God. Even thus grace in the soul is not lbegpre it overthrows sin. What a turning of things
upside down grace always makes! The watchwordQsefturn, overturn, overturn.” The Breaker is
come up and the images of man’s invention mustas@e to shivers.

Very likely your Dagon is in the shape sdf-righteousness. | shall call it Dagon, for it is nothing
better—one of the worst idols in the whole worldhe idol of self. The self-righteous man boast th
he is as good as other people, if not a littledsetilthough he is not a Christian. He does notktiat
he has ever done anything very wrong and he featsrt him there is a great deal that is very gaod
excellent and therefore he expects that thingsgeilivell with him at last. He has a very fine figuor
his god, and though there may be a rather “fishy’to his character, he keeps that as much osigot
as possible and conceals it with excuses. The gbd self-confidence is a very pretty thing, takéor
all in all—it is as beautiful as a mermaid and &dascinated with its beauty. He bows before hid id
and sings before it that ancient canticle of thiéigimes—I mean the Pharisees—which begins, “God,
thank You that | am not as other men are!” Whertgmenters the soul, the dominion of self-confidence
comes to an end. Down goes the fish-god on its tadbe ground before the ark of the Lord and the
man discovers that he has no such righteousnebkatasherein he trusted. He begins to bemoan hss si
and to lament his shortcomings. A perfect changeeiing has come over him. He loathes himself as
much as he once admired himself. And now, instdadking the highest seat in the synagogue, he is
willing to be a door-keeper in the house of thed.dAh, me!” he says, “what a sinner | am! How vile
in the sight of God!” See you not how this bravegba has gone down on his face to the ground before
the ark.
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Perhaps the man never had much of this vaingloseifsrighteousness, but he served the Dagon of
besetting and beloved sin. The man was a drunkard. Bacchus ruled him—bwgoas as the grace of
God is brought into his soul, he has done withdhak-god. The horrible Dagon of drunkenness is
hurled from its throne by grace. The man cannot be¢hink that he should have so disgraced himself
as to be fond of wantonness and lewdness, anagiytand drunkenness and such-like abominable sins
which bring manhood below the level of the beagtwho is truly penitent hates the very name ofdhes
filthy sins. If a man has been guilty of using Badguage and profane swearing, the grace of God gen
erally cures him of that at once. | have heard mvbo had lived in the practice of swearing for many
years say that, from the time they were convettesly never had a temptation to it—that black simwe
away—bag and baggage at once. Some sins are skyinig, but profanity generally gives up the ghost
without a struggle. John Bunyan says that a stooma the battering ram slew Mr. Profane by cracking
his skull, so that he died early in the siege dfvaud offenses. Like Dagon, they are soon downreefo
the ark.

Sin of every sort is bowed low before triumphardagr. Yes, and the man who receives the grace of
God feels that the love of any and every sin i$ casof its place in his heart. Now he desirebaauit
of it all and anxiously cries, “Lord, what would ytave me to do?” He will no more go and live im, si
as he did before, than Paul will continue to beses@cutor after the Lord, even Jesus, has app&ared
him by the way. What a Dagon-fall there was indpestle’s pride just outside the Damascus gateh Suc
a fall takes place in the heart of every man tomwhloe grace of God comes with power.

Now the parallel may be run a little furth@his fall of Dagon very soon began to be perceived, for,
“When they of Ashdod arose early on the morrow,dbéshDagon was fallen on his face to the earth.”
Very soon after the entrance of grace, this sigjovie and before long it is seen and known. Letram
conceive that there is grace in his soul if Dagtsan the throne still. This is one of the eatliekens
of the entrance of the life of God into the soulattkin falls down from its high place and is no enor
had in honor.

At the same time, observe that Dagon was not brdkerhad fallen on his face, but that was all—so
that the next day his foolish worshipers set himagpin. Sometimes at the first entrance of grdwet
is a downfall of sin, but nothing like such a breakand destroying of sin in the soul as there bl
afterwards. When the divine life has entered, sidathroned—it no longer sits up there in the ptzce
God, but yet, for all that, there is an awful powemaining in the corrupt nature, a deadly tenddncy
sin, a powerful law in the members bringing thel $oio captivity. Still, down the idol goes, evdritiis
not broken. It cannot reign, though it may remaitrouble us.

Now, what happened on the night mentioned in tk&t@agon fell before the ark when it was all
quiet and still in the temple. While the worshipers were there, during the dagré was noise and shout-
ing—the false god sat aloft and you could not ttedit there was any mysterious power about thelark.
was in the quiet of the night that this deed wasedand thus often in the hearing of the Word, grace
introduced into the heart, but you would not kndwattany change was worked, for it is only when the
man gets away from the world’'s business—gets alaneé begins to consider—that a divinely-
mysterious might is displayed by the inward graz@sto sink sin and lay the power of evil low. Wbu
to God our hearers took more opportunities for #yieonsidering the Word of God! How much more
blessing might often be gotten out of sermons avuk$ if there were more meditation! You get the
grapes, but you do not tread them in the wineprHEsste is more trouble taken to collect the sheaVes
the sermon than is afterwards expended in thregsherm out. The power which smote Dagon was dis-
played in the quiet of the night and when the g@o8od has entered into your souls, it is probalode
the down coming of sin will be better effected imés of quiet thought and searching of heart than a
any other period. Thought is the channel of immereseefit to the soul. Shut the temple doors and let
all be still and then will the Holy Spirit work wders in the soul.

Il. Now, secondly, the setting up of Dagon the secand &nd his second fall very well represent
the battle going on in the soul between sin andegrd/hat fools these Philistines were to continoe-w
shiping a god which, when it tumbled down, could get up again. To worship a god which fell on its
face was bad enough, but to worship one that coatdise when he fell, but needed to be set in his
place by human hands, was certainly vile infatuat®ut they took up their precious deity and theay p
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him in his place again and no doubt sang a spéugth mass” to him and then went their way quigdy
their homes, little dreaming that their pretty fgbd would want their help again so soon. Even &ads

tan and the flesh come into our souls and try to set our fallen Dagon up again, with some measure of
success. It often happens that in young converts there @aperiod when it looks as if they had alto-
gether apostatized and gone back to their formegswia seems as if the work of God were not real in
their souls and grace was not triumphant. Do youndeo at it? | have ceased to wonder. The gospel is
preached and the man accepts it and there is atoasvdifference in him. But when he goes among his
old companions, although he is resolved not toiféti his former sins, they try him severely. Heass
sailed in a thousand ways! Some of our young pedpieey were to tell their story, would harrow up
your feelings by mentioning the way in which alftsoof jests and insinuations and taunts are huated
them, and that by influential persons, their paggetiteir elder brothers and sisters, and thoseavieo-

see their work. They are beset behind and beforéhat if they do not transgress in one way, itasy
likely that the devil craftily trips them up in ather. | have known a man, when he has been tenipted
go into evil company, refuse again and again arainagdis tempters have laughed at him and he has
borne it all, but at last he has lost his temped as soon as the enemies have seen his passliog boi
up, they have cried out, “Ah, there you are! Weehget you.” At such a time as that the poor maapts

to cry, “Alas, | cannot be a believer or else |@ddonot have done this.” Now, all this is a violextt
tempt of Satan and the flesh to set Dagon up adaiey know that the Lord has thrown him down and
they cannot bear it, but would gladly set the figltt again on his throne. Sometimes they do fome ti
set Dagon up again and cause great sorrow in the Iseave known a poor lost lamb to be found and
brought into the fold, but it has miserably wandei@ a time, and the devil has thought that, syre¢

had got that lamb and would tear him in pieces, y@iche has been deceived after all. Dagon was only
set up for a time and he had to come down agairsandhappens wherever grace enters the heart. The
wanderers have come back, weeping and sighingwtotbat they have dishonored their profession—
and what has been the result in the long run? \WHey have had more humility, more tenderness of
heart, more love to Christ, more gratitude thary theed before. And | have been glad, (not glad tthey
wandered, but glad) that the grace of God, whem&tebrought them back again more fully, has given
them a deeper conversion and a more lasting argtanital work of grace, so that afterwards theyehav
continued by the grace of God honorable, usefulstans even to the end. Often and often is that th
case and | speak at this time to any young corwka can say in his heart, “O sir, |1 do love thed,or
but | have been such a backslider. | do trust Jésush to be a Christian, but | have been ovesthr

by enemies. | fear | must not join a Christian chubecause if | could not resist temptation for six
weeks, how could | expect to stand fast all my?lifeam such a poor, weak creature, so apt to be led
astray, what is to become of me?” Dear friend,wgritd think you were so foolish, but do not douia t
power of God’s Holy Spirit to help you and to breakpieces the enemy, who seems to have resumed
his power over you.

Now, notice thatlthough they again set Dagon up, he had to go down again with a worse fall. |
have no doubt it took them a long pull and a ghestve to haul the uncomely lump of marble into its
place again. Many strong limbs were tired and nassstrained to lift up the huge god and set him on
his pedestal. But it was no trouble for the Lordufmset the ugly stone. No rope was wanted and no
straining or pulling. “Bel bows down and Nebo stebprhen Jehovah uplifts Himself. Only shut the
temple gates and leave the ark and Dagon to haud tbetween them, and Dagon gets the worst of it.
Only, mark this, Dagon has not gained much by begmgstated, for this time, when he comes down,
behold, he was fallen on his face to the grounareethe ark of Jehovah, “and the head of Dagon and
both the palms of his hands were cut off upon tineshold.” The idol's head was gone and even so the
reigning power of sin is utterly broken and destaby-its beauty, its cunning, its glory are all dakte
atoms. This is the result of the grace of God, taedsure result of it, if it once comes into thaelsbow-
ever long the conflict may continue and howevelpdeate the efforts of Satan to regain his empire. O
believer, sin may trouble you, but it shall notatynize over you. “Sin shall not have dominion over
you,” says the Holy Spirit, “for you are not undke law, but under grace.” If the power of eviket up
for awhile, it shall only come down with the grediarce, and its head shall be cut off.
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Then, too, thénands of Dagon were broken off and even thus the agiweser, the working power
of sin is taken away. Both the palms of the idblshds were cut off upon the threshold, so thatate h
not a hand left. Neither right-handed sin or leftitied sin shall remain in the believer when Godigs
tifying grace fetches Dagon down. The secret raeigmower is broken and so is the manifest working
power. The Christian is kept from putting forth hsnd into iniquity. He is crucified with Christ@uso
both hands are nailed to the cross and fastendéaumpperforming those deeds of ill towards whick th
lusts of the flesh would urge him.

This happened, too, if you noticeyery speedily, for we are told a second time that when they arose
early on the morrow, behold, Dagon was fallen up@nface. It does not take grace long, when it is
once in the soul, to overturn the reigning powet tre active energy of sin, when these for a wéyde
pear to get the upper hand. Brothers and sistdrepé you know this. | hope that the Spirit of God,
which is in you, and the love of Christ, which msgin you, have destroyed the power which sin once
had in your souls. If it is not so, then questiaunselves whether the Spirit of God is in you &tlais
not possible that the ark should be in the temptethat Dagon should be standing there unbrokenh. No
till the morrow morning shall evil remain unchalggsd and unmoved upon the throne. It is not possible
that you, dear friend, could live and delight in and yet be a child of God. If your heart is gatruin-
iquity, where your heart is, there your treasureaml if sin is your treasure, you are no heir @ven.
That which governs your heart is your lord and ygad. What your heart loves, by that you shall be
judged, and if you love evil, you shall be condethn&e may sin—ah, would God we did not'—but to
love sin is not in the believer. There is a deadlyagonism between grace and sin, and where the gra
cious life comes, the evil life must fall. Therenoat be an alliance between Dagon and the ark,dsgtw
God and the world, or between Christ and sin.

lll. And now, thirdly, the parallel still holds good @ame more point, namely, that though the fish-
god was thus maimed and broken, yet the stump gbDavas left. The original Hebrew is, “Only Da-
gon was left to him,” or, “only the fish"—only theshy part remained. The head and the upper pation
were broken away—there remained only the fishtaibagon and that was all, but that was not broken.
Now, this is the business which brings us so much sorrow—that the stump of Dagon is left to him. |
wish it were not. | have heard some say that tfesemo sin remaining in them. Well, dear brothee, t
Lord convert you! | shall say no more than that,iféhere were in you enough light for you to paExe
your darkness, it were better than to talk as youedvery child of God who knows anything about him-
self and the experience of a real believer, kndves there is indwelling sin in him and that to asino
fearful extent, so as to make his very soul cryinagony, “O wretched man that | am, who shalhdel
er me from the body of this death?” | could nottige length of singing, with Ralph Erskine, as a de-
scription of myself, the lines written by him irshi‘Believer's Sonnets™-

“To good and evil equal bent

And both a devil and a saint.”
But yet, taken with a large lump of salt, theraigood deal of truth even in that unguarded expmess
There is the old corruption within us, and ther@aasuse denying it, because denying it will pubifs
our guard, will make many of the puzzles of lifeo® quite unanswerable, and often bring upon ustgre
confusion of soul. The other law is within us adlwae the law of grace. Can you draw near to Gogl, m
brother, and not see that He can justly chargewitiufolly? Can you stand in His presence, as Jdb d
and behold His glory and not say, “I abhor myseltlust and ashes™? Can you have dealings with per-
fection and not perceive your faultiness? Can yome near unto the innermost court of the temple and
stand in that excessive light of fellowship, whistthe portion of the Lord’s chosen, and not setiwi
yourself spots and wrinkles, yes, thousands of {hearas to make you cover your face for shame and
adore the amazing grace which loves you still? @annot see in your daily life enough to condemn
you and cast you into hell, were it not that Galll stes you in Christ and imputes not your inigu
you, but accepts you in the Beloved? Oh, it is dos-$0, indeed! The stump of Dagon is still lefd
because it is left, dear friend,is a thing to be watched against, for though that stony stump of Dagon
would not grow in the Philistine temple—yet theyuldbmake a new image and exalt it again, and bow
before it as others. Alas, the stump of sin witlsnis not a slab of stone, but full of vitalitykdi the tree
cut down of which Job said, “At the scent of watewill bud.” Leave the sin that is in you to itfand
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let temptation come in the way and you shall seé which will blind your eyes with weeping. It is a
good thing to look at your face in a mirror, buuydace is not yourself—no mirror can show you your
self. There is a certain temptation which has dmigf to the evil within you and should Satan lgin
that temptation near, you will see yourself to yborror and shame. There shall then look out of the
window of your countenance a man whom you did eet\when you looked in the glass, for you only
saw the house he lived in. So ugly is he that hkasighe very house he lives in look horrible. Wen
angry man comes up and is visible to the naked ley®, he deforms the countenance! When obstinate
old Adam comes to the window, what a dark forbigdiace he wears! When that envious spirit comes
up, what an evil glance there is in the eye! Whenunbelieving spirit peers through the lattice atvd
miserable countenance he shows compared with tieedfiafaith and childlike confidence in God! There
is nobody in this world, dear brethren, that youenao much cause to be afraid of as yourself. Augus
tine used to pray, “Lord, deliver me from that awian, myself.” A very appropriate prayer for a wom-
an, too, “Lord, save me from myself.” If you aresed from yourself, you will be saved from the dev-
il—for what can the devil do unless self joins hamdth him in unholy league? But, oh, what watchful
ness it will need! Here is room for faith indeedlith does not decline the conflict, nor puff uswigh

the notion that the fight is over—on the contratytakes to itself the whole armor of God because i
sees the battle to be still raging. Faith is wantelde the shield to keep off the fiery darts amelsword
with which to smite the foe. Here is the sphera/imch faith is to work—it does not talk of endedrwa
fare, but carries on the life-long campaign toro#ite victory. Faith does not say, “I have ceased th
conflict"—she knows better. Faith says, “I am ie tmidst of it, warring with a thousand foes andckloo
ing for the victory through Jesus Christ my Lor@.brothers and sisters, be strong in faith by theqy

of the Holy Spirit, for you have need to be, sitice stump of Dagon still remains. The lusting o th
flesh abides still in the regenerate.

Look at this matter again. That stump of Dagon Whiemained was a vile thing—it was a piece of
an idol, a fragment of a monstrous image which tbeeh worshiped instead of God. Now, the sin which
dwells in you is never to be regarded by you aghang else than a horrible, loathsome, and detkstab
thing. That such love as you and | have known elstould be in us even the power to be ungrateful
ought to shock us. That after such proof of Hishtras God has shown us, after such faithfulness and
such abundant evidences of faithfulness, we shstillcdbe capable of unbelief ought to be a sorrow t
us. Oh, I wish | could never sin again throughametor eternity. Oh, that every particle of thedén of
depravity into which the devil could let a sparK f@as gone from my nature. It is a mercy to hawe t
sparks put out, but it is a pity to have even thder left, and there is plenty of this tinder abos all.
Tinder? Ay, gunpowder so quick to take the lightahhSatan is ever ready to bring. We carry a bomb-
shell heart about with us and we had better keegr @f all the devil’'s candles lest there shouldcabe
explosion of actual sin. These candles are commongh in the form of some plausible but skeptical
friend, or in the form of amusements which are tjarable. Keep clear of Lucifer's matches. You have
got enough mischief in your heart without going véhgou will get more. If anybody here feels that he
is so very gracious and good that he can safelremio temptation, | am sure that he is laboringer
a very great mistake. | would say to him, “Broth@ere is devil enough in you without your senduog
invitation cards to seven more. Go to Him that €astt devils. Go into company where the powers of
evil will be held in chains and bound, but do notwghere other devils as wicked as yourself will tal
the demon who now besets you and stir him up tkwaschief. The stump of Dagon is left. Be care-
ful, watchful, prayerful, and loathe sin with abyr soul.”

I\V. But now, lastly, here is mercy that though the silohDagon was not taken out of the Philistine
temple, we may go beyond the history and rejoieg ithwill be taken from our hearts. The day is eom
ing, brother, sister, in which there will be no manclination in you to sin than there is in an@ngdhe
day is coming in which your nature shall be soldsthed in truth and righteousness and holiness tha
all the devils in hell will not be able to make ythunk a wrong thought. “Oh,” says one, “I wish tha
time would come soon.” It will come, brother. Thertd will keep you fighting yet and warring yet, but
there will come a day when a messenger will waytoatr door and he will say, “The pitcher is broksn
the fountain and the wheel broken at the cistemurYflesh must return to the dust and your sparit t
God that made it.” And then your spirit shall openeyes with glad surprise and find itself deleakr
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from the body and at the same time delivered frmim There shall also come by-and-by the souind o
the trumpet of resurrection and the body shall+aad one of the chief characteristics of the risedy
will be that as it rises it will be free from therage of corruption and it will have no tendenzyead
us into sin. When our perfected spirit shall emtéo our perfect body, then our complete manhood—
body, soul and spirit—shall have no stain or spdtaw. All its past sin will be washed away—nay, i
washed away—in the blood of the Lamb, and all itgopnsities, tendencies, and inclinations to sall sh
all be gone forever, and the very possibilitiesiahing shall be eternally taken away—

“No cloud those blissful regions know,

Forever bright and fair;

For sin, the source of mortal woe,

Can never enter there.”
John Bunyan represents Mercy as laughing in hepslghe had a dream, she said, and she laughed be-
cause of the great favors which were yet to beolke=t upon her. Well, if some of you were to dream
tonight that the great thing which | have spokehad actually happened to you, so that you were-com
pletely free from all tendency to sin, would notuyalso be as they that dream and laugh for very joy
Think of it—no more cause for watchfulness, no moeed of weeping over the day’s sin before you
fall asleep at night, no more sin to confess, nalde tempt you, no worldly care, no lusting, novg,
no depression of spirit, no unbelief, nothing of ¥ind—will not this be a very large part of the jof
heaven? Why, | am ready to cry for joy to thinkttttas will happen to me, unworthy though | am.
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is witme, bless His holy name.” It will be so, brotheottb
to you and to me. As surely as we have trustedsGie will perfect that which concerns us—

“The feeblest saint shall win the day,

Though death and hell obstruct the way.”
The Lord has undertaken our perfect sanctificagiod He will accomplish it. He has brought old Dagon
down and broken his head and his hands and Héreilk him to shivers before long. Yes, He will take
the ark of the Lord away where Dagon shall nevenednto contact with it any more. He will take
you—the gracious part of you, your truest and bet—away into the glory to abide with Him forever.
Think of this and sing. Yes, brother, sing withyalur might, for all this may happen within a weék.
week! It may happen within a day. It may happerotefyou reach home tonight. We are so near to
heaven that if we were not very dull and our eary Weavy, we might at once hear the angels ch@gantin
their ceaseless hallelujahs. Some of God’s saintsreshere, perhaps—have almost got their foot upon
the threshold of the eternal city and do not knbw'hey are closer than they think to the harp ted
palm branch. They would not fret about what thelf o next year, they would not be worrying about
next quarter, if they knew that they would be amtmg royalties of heaven by then. They would not
even think about tomorrow did they know how soowilt all be over and how soon the eternal joy will
begin.

God bless you, dear friends. May the Lord’s grasgrr over all in the power of the Holy Spirit and

even to sinners in whom sin is triumphant may J&Jusst come and His grace enter, and then their be
loved sins must fall. To the only living and truedsbe glory forever and ever. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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