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Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new citeige: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are heeoew.”
2 Corinthians, 5:17.

WE shall try to preach, this morning, of Christtlae Author of the new creation and may we be en-
abled by the Holy Spirit to speak to His glory. Tieate all things new is one of His most famous
achievements! May we not only gaze upon it butdrgiers in it.

What says Solomon in the Book of EcclesiastessDaenot tell us, there, that “the thing that has
been shall be, and that which is done is that wklthll be done, and there is no new thing under the
sun™? No doubt Solomon was correct in this dedanatout he wrote of this world and not of the vaorl
to come of which we speak; for behold, in the wadaome, that is to say, in the kingdom of ourd.or
Jesus Christ, all things are new! To the wisestdminunrenewed, there rsothingnew, but to the hum-
blest of the regenerated ones, all things haverbeazew.

The word, “new,” seems to harmonize sweetly whih hame and work of our Lord Jesus, inasmuch
as He comes in after the old system had failed begihs anew with us as the father and head oba ch
sen race. He is the Mediator of the new covenaththas come to place us in a new relationship tosvard
God. As the second Adam, He has delivered us flarold broken covenant of Works wherein we lay
under the curse and He has placed us under thenf@ilible covenant of grace wherein we are estab-
lished by His merit. The blood of Jesus Christaglgo be “the blood of the new covenant’—there is
thus a connection with newness even in the mosk pdint of our dear Redeemer’s person. The bleod i
to Him the life, thereof, and apart from that bldde can bestow no remission of sin. Thus ther@vg-n
ness about that essential life-flood, for when Hegus to drink of His cup of remembrance, He says
“this is My blood of the new covenant which is sHedmany for the remission of sins.” “Now has He
obtained a more excellent ministry, by how muckpaHe is the Mediator of a better covenant, which
was established upon better promises.” The old rcavie the old ceremonial law, the old spirit of den
age and the whole of the old leaven, Jesus hasgungt of the house. He has admitted to a new glispe
sation wherein grace reigns through righteousnesseternal life.

When our Lord Jesus came into the world, His lofth virgin by the power of the Holy Spirit was a
new thing, for thus had the prophet Jeremiah shaldoin the name of the Lord, “How long will yowg
about, O you backsliding daughter? For the Lord dragsted a new thing in the earth, a woman shall
compass a man.” Unto us a child is born who isvihgin’s son, in whom we do rejoice because He
comes into the world without taint of original seffer a new fashion, as never man was born before!
Coming thus into the old world, He publishes newtdoe, for His doctrine is called gospel, or good
news. It is the freshest news that an anxious laarthear! It is the most novel music by whichaatr
bled breast can be soothed! Jesus Christ’s teachstdl the best news of these days, as it wasuces
ago. Though the world has had nearly 1900 yeatiseofjlad tidings, the gospel has the dew of itdlyou
upon it and when men hear it they still ask, asGheeks did of old, “What new doctrine is this?”rOu
Lord Jesus has come to set up, by the preachingeactiing of the gospel, a new kingdom, a kingdom
having new laws, new customs, a new charter and nves. It is a kingdom which is not of this
world—a kingdom founded upon better principles dnichging infinitely better results to its subjects
than any other dominion that has ever been. Ira klngdom He introduces only new men, who are
made new creatures in Christ Jesus, who theref@eeHis new commandments and serve Him in new-
ness of spirit and not in the oldness of the letioreover, Christ has opened for us an entrarncetime
kingdom of heaven above, for now we come to Goddlmew and living way, which He has consecrat-
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ed for us through the velil, that is to say, Hislié When, in days to come, we shall meet Him again
there will still be novelty, for He has said, “INlmot drink from now on of the fruit of the vinentil that
day when | drink it new with you in My Father’s kidom.” Indeed, concerning our Lord and Master,
everything is new and was it not so prophesied?ditbnot Isaiah say, in the #3hapter, 18 verse,
“Remember you not the former things, neither cogrstie things of old. Behold, | will do a new thjng
now it shall spring forth; shall you not know it&hd to the same effect was his prophecy in th® 65
chapter, 1% verse: “For, behold, | create new heavens andiaeaeth: and the former shall not be re-
membered, nor come into mind. But be glad and ¢ej@rever in that which | create: for, beholdre-c
ate Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a jolyis mewness of everything was to be a leading featu
in Messiah’s reign and it has already been sofdyunore shall this be seen in the latter days.sDu#
John in Revelation 21:5, say, “He who sat upontlinene said, Behold, | make all things new"? Fore-
told in former ages as the Creator of new heavedsaanew earth, our Lord shall, at last, in the sum
ming up, be plainly seen to be the Maker of alhg¢jsinew. Do you wonder, beloved, that if a mamis i
Christ he is a new creature? If everything thatis€€houches is made new, if He refreshes and reyive
He re-establishes and re-edifies and new-createsewlr He goes, are you at all astonished thaethos
who live nearest to His heart—no, are in vigaion with His blessed person—should also be made
new? It would be very astonishing if it weret so!

Let us direct our attention, then, to the teaclohthe text, “If any man is in Christ, he is a nexea-
ture.”

I. We shall first consider with brevity THE GROUND QHE NOVELTY which is here spoken of.

It is, “If any man is inChrist, he is a new creature,” not otherwise. No man cotode a new creature
by any process apart from Christ. “If any man i€hrist, he is a new creature,” but if any manasin
Christ, he isnot a new creature, nor can he become so except byecbon with Him of whom it is
written that He is “the beginning of the creatidnGod.” As in the old creation, “without Him was o
anything made that was made,” so is it in the nde/makes all things new, but the things that asetap
from Him have waxed old and are ready to perish-+theeican they renew their youth. As well might
the face of the earth hope to be renewed with g@part from the sun, as for a soul to hope faitspi
renewal apart from Jesus! The wonderful newnesdymed by regeneration and new creation is the
work of the Holy Spirit and His operations areiallunion with the Lord Jesus and aimed at His glory
“He that believes on the Son has everlasting éifed He that believes not the Son shall not seelife
the wrath of God abides on him.”

But how comes it that a man is, indeed, a newtgreaf he is in Christ? | answer, first, it comes
necessarily fronthe representative character of Chrtstvards those who are in Him. If you wanted a
man to be made a new creature, and were Omnipetbat, process would suggest itself to you? | think
a double one. To make an old creature into a neatare, there must first be the stroke which eris h
and then the touch which begins him anew. To putate plainly, there must kseathand therlife.
Now, has that taken place upon those who are inst2h©f course it has, if it has taken place upon
Christ, Himself, because He is the Head and reptedbe members! As Adam acted for the seed in
him, so Christ has acted for the seed in Him. 8em), beloved, Christ has died. He came before the
judgment seat with our sins upon Him, the repreges of those of whom He is the Head. And in Him,
death, which was the penalty of sin, was fulfiltedthe letter—its most bitter dregs being drunk Jg.
sus died. We are certain that He died, for the @x@aers broke not His legs because they saw tleat H
was already dead. So one of the soldiers piercedide with a spear and there came out blood ard wa
ter. We know that He died, for the jealous eyeslisf enemies would not have permitted Him to have
been taken down from the cross unless the lifedsadredly departed. He was laid in the grave, adsur
ly dead, under the dominion of death for the tireen, and you and | who are in Him, at that timeddi
in Him. “If one died for all, then all died”; sudk the proper translation of that passage. We dwed;le
died in our name. Our sin was punished in Him ®ydkath which He endured. You see, then, brothers
and sisters, we are dead—dead by virtue of ourddmion with Jesus Christ. | mean not all of you,
unless you are all in Christ Jesus. Judge whethersb with you or not, but | mean as many ashhe
ther gave to Christ! As many as Christ, in His mitedid specially redeem by becoming their substi-
tute—these were in Him and in Him they died—beingcdied with Him. In Him, also, all His people
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rose again when He rose! On the third day He ibesbonds of death and left the grave on our behalf
See how the Holy Spirit, by His servant Paul, ideg us with all this. “Now if we are dead with (@t,

we believe that we shall also live with Him: knogithat Christ, being raised from the dead, dies no
more. Death has no more dominion over Him, foihat tHe died, He died unto sin once: but in that He
lives, He lives unto God. Likewise reckon you, algourselves, to be dead, indeed, unto sin, bugeali
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” As faHaswas our representative, He was a new man when
He rose. The law had no claims upon Him—He had lbead and so had passed out of its jurisdiction.
The law never had any claim upon the risen Christrad a claim upon Him when He came under the
law, but when He had satisfied it to the last jod aittle, by death—He was completely clear! Has th
law of our country any claim upon a man after hdaad? If a dead man can be raised again, allaisis p
offenses are done with—he begins a new life amtbtsunder the old law. And so with Christ and so
with us, for here is the point of union—we are misath Him by faith of the resurrection of Christe
have been dead and buried, and now we are risdrthas this, which is the very best and surestgs®c
for making a person a new creature, has been uoedgy all God’s elect, by reason of the representa
tive and sacrificial death of Jesus Christ anddhisious representative resurrection on their iéhal

But, beloved, there is another meanig are made new creatures by an actual proasssell as
by the legal process which | have described, ang, la¢so, the same thing is done. We are maddyvital
one with Jesus Christ when we believe in Him—arehtdo we spiritually die and are made to live
again. Our faith apprehends the dying of Christ wedfeel, at the same time, the sentence of death i
ourselves. We see how we deserve to die for sifmandccept the sentence, confessing our guiltiness
before the Most High, and there is proclaimed tghmut the powers and passions of the soul, a decree
from God that the flesh shall die with all its kiIsWe write down sin as from now on dead to us and
ourselves as dead to it! We labor to mortify all ewil desires and the lusts of the flesh and fadk t
comes of the flesh! When we believe in Jesus, adgoes through the very loins of sin and the asrow
of the Lord stick fast in the hearts of the Kingisemies that lurk within our spirit. There also esna
new life into us as we behold Jesus risen fronmdted. When we believe in Jesus we receive from God
a new vital principle of superior and heavenly elcter, akin to Deity—there drops into our soul a sa
cred seed from the hand of the eternal Spirithvand incorruptible, which abides forever—and Yere
er brings forth fruit after its kind. As we beliewreChrist living, we live in Christ and live afténe fash-
ion of Christ—and the Spirit of Him that raised Gprist from the dead dwells in our mortal bodies,
making us to live in newness of life!

Now, beloved, do you know anything about this? ¢lggu been made new creatures by death and
resurrection? If you have been baptized, you hastegsed that so it has been with you. “Know you no
that so many of us as were baptized into JesusiCheare baptized into His death? Therefore we are
buried with Him by baptism into death: that like @srist was raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we, also, should walk in nesvoésife, for if we have been planted togethetha
likeness of His death, we shall be also in thenldss of His resurrection.” In the ordinance of tsapt
by burial in the water and rising up from it, thésea setting forth as in a type and figure of bard’s
burial and resurrection, and at the same times, #n emblem of the process by which we become new
creatures in Him. But is really so in your souls? Are you from now on dead to tleeldy and dead to
sin, and quickened into the life of Christ? If yare so, then the text will bear to you a third anatti-
cal meaning, for it will not merely be true thatuyomld man is condemned to die and a new nature is
bestowed, buih your common actions you will try to show thisn@pvness of actual conversatidtvils
which tempted you at one time will be unable toulegyou, now, because you are dead to them! The
charms of the painted face of the world will noden attract your attention, for your eyes are blimd
such deceitful beauties! You have obtained a nésvvihich can only be satisfied by new delights,
which can only be excited by new objects and camstd by new principles suitable to its own nature!
This you will continually show. The life of God wih you will make your actions pregnant with holi-
ness and the end, thereof, shall be everlastiapYibur faith in Christ clearly evinces you to baew
creature, for it kills your old confidences and meakou build upon a new basis. Your love to Claist
so shows your newness, for it has slain your ottbas and captured your heart for Jesus only. And
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your hope, which is also a gift of the blessed i§ps set upon new things altogether, while yold o
hopes are things of which you are now ashamed.
Thus it is that first, by the headship of Chngiu are legally dead and alive, again. Next, byryou
vital union with Christ, you are dead and aliveaiagas a matter of experience. And now it is pcatt
ly proven in your life, from day to day, that yorealead and your life is hid with Christ in God.dlh
these three ways you are new creatures by the elgubtess of dying and quickening. You are under a
new Adam and so start life afresh as new creatiYi@s.are under a new covenant and commence to act
under different principles and so are new creates are quickened by a new Spirit and so in timbug
and word and deed are seen to be new creatureallBhits isin Christ, and if you aranotin Christ you
are still in the old world which must shortly bestteyed. As “by the Word of God were the heavens
made, and all the host of them by the breath ofmhbsith,” so have you been created by Jesus, the Ete
nal Word, and quickened by His Spirit or else yalh abide in death. If your faith has never laidrh
hand upon Christ’s sacrifice for sin, then yourldmas never felt the regenerating influence oftiody
Spirit! And all the baptismal regeneration andedfle of human invention that may now comfort you is
but a vain deceit. Yomustbe born again, but it can only be in Christ Jefursto “as many as received
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons af, @een to them that believe on His name.” “He
that has the Son has life; and He that has naBtmeof God has not life.” O that we may all beliéve
Him, and enter into the new life—
“Author of the new creation,
Come with all Your Spirit's power!
Make our hearts Your habitation,
On our souls Your graces shower.”
IIl. I shall, in the second place, lead you to considerESSENCE OF THIS NOVELTY. “If any
man is in Christ, He ia new creaturg Read, and the reading will be accurate, “He re® creation”
This is a very sweeping statement. A man in Chsigtot the old marmurified, nor the old manm-
proved nor the old man in better humornor the old man with additions and subtractidwst is he the
old man dressed in gorgeous robes! No, hensvecreature altogether! As for the old man, whabibe
done with him? Can he not be sobered, reformednaamtk to do us useful service? No, he is crucified
with Christ and bound to die by a lingering buttagr death! The capital sentence is passed upon him
for he cannot be mended and, therefore, must bedefilhe carnal mind is enmity against God: fasit
not subject to the law of God, neither, indeed, loari You cannot change the old nature! It is imanut
bly bad and the sooner it is put away as a filthg anclean thing, the better for us! The beliegerfar
as he is in Christ, is a new creation! He is net ¢kd stuff put into a new fashion, or the old miale
worked up into an improved form, but absolutelyeavrcreation! To create is to make out of nothing
and that is precisely how the newborn life came ui. It is not a development, or an outgrowth, &ut
creation—a heavenly something called into being by a powanfabove. The new man in us is made
out of nothing that was in us before, for naturesioot assist grace but is opposed to it. Christioa
found light stored away in our darkness, nor lifeichthe corruption of our spiritual death! The new
birth is from above and the life produced therebw inew creation and not the goodness of nature edu
cated till it becomes grace! They are getting upofon, in certain quarters, that the children miug
parents, if not of all mankind, are the childrenGd by their first birth and only need certainrinag
and influences to be brought to bear upon themtlaga they will develop into Christians as they grow
up into manhood and womanhood. One divine saysoilmathildren ought not to need conversion! This
theory is false throughout, for the best of chitdage, by nature, heirs of wrath even as otherg Th
grace of God in the soul is a new creation andtihetnatural development of a pious education and
training working upon the innate goodness of mewlekd there is no such goodness there at all! It is
altogether a dream! The new man in Christ is netdla creature washed and put out to school and ele
vated by “modern thought and culture.” No, the &pian cannot change his skin, nor can the leopard
his spots—do what you will with them—they will $tle an Ethiopian and a leopard! But the new man
in Christ is another creature altogether.
Mark you, it is not said that the man has sometmewabouthim, but he, himself, is new! It is not
merely that in @piritual sense he has new eyes, new hands and new feehe;the, he, he, himself, is
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a new creation! Mark that! Do you not see, theat galvation is the work of God? You cannot create
yourself and you cannot create anything at all! dng create a fly, first, and then you may drearesf
ing able to create a new heart and a right spiréinotheiperson!But even then it would be quite anoth-
er matter to new creay@urself Is not the very idea an absurdity? Shall notluregate something? Shall
darkness create light? Shall sin create holineba#t @eath create life? Shall the devil create Gddfie

of these questions are more absurd than the idéee ginner’s being able to new create himself.

No, beloved, regeneration is an extraordinary wdemanding omnipotence to accomplish it! It is,
in fact, a divine work, for it is the supreme pigative of God to create—

“Know that the Lord is God alone,
He can create, and He destroy.”

If any man is in Christ, it is not only said thed is a creation, butreewcreation, and the word here
translated, “new,” as has been well observed, doésignifyrecent but something altogether different
from that which previously existed! A book may mwnand yet it may be only a fresh copy of some old
work. But that is not the case in this instancee Tteature is not a new specimen of the same lsinldea
old, but another and different creation! We mighmast read the text as if it said, “If any maniis i
Christ, he is a fresh creation, a new kind of area@ltogether.” The new creation differs essetial
from the old, although the first is an instructamblem of the second. The first creation was thekwb
physical power, the second a workspiritual power—the first created, for the most part, matisn in
its various forms—but the new creation deals whitial things and manifests the most sublime at-
tributes of the divine character. God, in natuseglorious, but in grace He is all-glorious! The®ed is
a creation nearer to the heart of God than thedmeation was, for when He made the world He sympl
said it was good. But when He makes the new cneaitias written, “He shall rest in his love; Heath
rejoice over you with singing.” So gladdening tosHiieart is the sight of the new creature which His
grace has made, that He sings a joyful hymn!

Furthermore, we must note that if any man is imisEhhe is a new creature and the creation of him
bears some resemblance to the creation of the widniave at other times gone through that wonderful
first chapter of the Book of Genesis, which is ®I8iin miniature, and | have shown you how it sets
forth the spiritual creation. Behold, by nature hedike chaos—a mass of disorder, confusion an#-da
ness. As in the old creation, so in the new; theitSg God broods over us and moves upon the tdce
all things. Then the word of the Lord comes andssaithin us, as before in chaos and old night, “Let
there be light,” and there is light. After lightette comes a division of the light from the darkreesd we
learn to call them by their names. The light isayd and the darkness is, “night.” So to us thera i
knowing and a naming of things, and a discerninglifferences in matters which before we were
ashamed when we put light for darkness, and aftehike there comes forth in us the lower forms of
spiritual life. As in the earth there came grassas herbs, so in us there come desire, hope analasor
for sin. By-and-by there appeared on the globe f@igh, beasts and living things—and life beyonid al
count. So, also, in the new creation, from havifegwe go on to have it more abundantly. God, by de
grees, created all His works till at last He hanilstied all the host of them. And even so He workslb
He completes in us theew creationand looks upon us with rejoicing! Then He bringsus a day of
rest, blessing us and causing us to enter intorésis because of His finished work. We could draw a
very beautiful parallel if we had time, but you ¢amk it out for yourselves.

Now, notice very carefully that if any man is imi@t, he is a new creature, and this certifie$ gha
new creation has taken place upon every man whoG$irist, whether by nature he was a Jew or Gen-
tile, a moralist or a rake, a philosopher or alf®@hen a man is converted and brought to Chrishdse
invariably become a new creature. If he has betiemelesus only three minutes, yet he is a new- crea
ture! And if he has known the Lord 70 years helsamo more. A new creation is a new creature and in
this matter there is no difference between the lialgeace and the father in Israel!

As this creation is common to all the saints,ssiimmediate and preseritif any man is in Christ,
he is a new creature.” It is not spoken of as aetbimg that igo happen to him in the last article of
death, wherein some seem to hope that many wonaédinges will be worked in them! But he who is
in Christ is a new creatumow. “Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision availsyging, but a new
creature.” And that new creature is now possesaddlanay addconsciouslypossessed, too, for alt-
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hough there may arise occasional doubts upon tléstmpn, yet in a man’s inmost self he finds caose
know that there has passed upon him a marvelougyehahich only God, Himself, could have worked.

This change isiniversal in the manThe new man is not full grown in every part, norfact, inany
part, and yet in all the portions of his regenatatature he is a new creature. | mean this—if aag |
in Christ, it is not merely his mental eye thaaisew creation, but he, himself, is a new creatitmhas
a new heart according to the promise, “A new hedsp, will | give you, and a new spirit will | put
within you.” He has new ears, hearing what he mdus hear before. He has a new tongue and can pray
with it as he never prayed before! He has new dedtthese delight to run in the ways of God’s Com-
mandments. | refer, of course, only to His innenjrthat is altogether new, and not any one pait, of
only. If a man is merely enlightened in understagdiwhat is that? It is good, but it is not saleatiA
new brain is not all that is needed to make a nemn.mM new man is spiritually new-created from head
to foot. Though but a babe in grace and not fulyedoped in any one part, yet he is new, “created i
Christ Jesus unto good works which God has befat@imed that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10).

Thus have | tried to show you the essence of tivelty.

lll. Let us next consider THE EXTENT OF THE NOVELTY. ‘dhy man is in Christ, he is a new
creatureold things are passed away; behold, all things ha@eome new It seems, then, that not only
is the man a new creature, but he has enteredaimew creation. He has opened his eyes in a new
world! Imagine Adam falling asleep at the gatedafadise just under the cherubim’s flaming sword,
with the thorns and thistles springing up befora,land the serpent’s trail behind him! And thertHar
picture him lying there in a deep sleep till therdddouches him, makes him open his eyes and causes
him to find himself in a better paradise than the e had lost! It was not so in reality, but can ym-
agine such a thing? If so, it may serve as a symbwhat the Lord has done for us. We are made new
and find ourselves in a new world!

What abouthe old thing8 The text says they have passed away. The Greekgiees the idea of
their having passed away spontaneously. | canken lit to anything that | know of better than tnew
which melts in the sun. You wake up one morning alhdhe trees are festooned with snowy wreaths,
while down below upon the ground the snow lies whgte sheet over everything. Lo, the sun has risen
its beams shed genial warmth, and in a few houngyevis the snow? It has passed away! Had you hired
a thousand carts and horses and machines to swaepy it could not have been more effectually re-
moved. It has passed away. That is what the Loed dothe new creation—His love shines on the soul,
His grace renews us and the old things pass awayneaster of course. Where are your old views about
which you used to be so positive? Where are thddeopinions for which you could freely have
knocked a man down? Where are those old sneemssagand’s people? Where are those old pleasures
which you took so much delight in? Where are thamldeengrossing pursuits? Had you a hard tug to get
away from these bonds? Where are those old jogsethld hopes, those old trusts, those old confiden
es? Was it difficult to shake them off? Ah, no! Bath the power of the Holy Spirit they have passed
away! You hardly know how it is, but they have game gone completely. As a dream, when one
awakes, you have despised their image and yout kieaws them no more. It is marvelous, in this new
creation, how the Lord makes confusion and old inigHly! You may call for them and say, “Chaos,
where are you?” But no answer comes back, for lolidgs are passed away! Our Lord Jesus Christ
causes all this! Where His blessed face beamsgségtte and truth, as the sun with warmth and liglt,
dissolves the bands of sin’s long frost and briogghe spring of grace with newness of buds anal-flo
ers.

But when you remove the old what is to take iwcpl? Do you not observe thaw things have
come “Behold, all things are become new.” Now the rhas new views, new notions, new ambitions,
new convictions, new desires, new hopes, new dreaas aims, new principles and new affections! He
is led by a new spirit and follows a new coursdife! Everything about him, in fact, is as if hedha
come fresh from the hand of God! Even as with tlearcsed leper, as his flesh came, again, to him as
the flesh of a little child and he was clean, gs with the heart renewed by grace!

Beloved, it is delightful to read in the Book oé¥lation and anticipate the things which are to be
hereafter. How full that book is of novelties whidlustrate our subject, for there you read ofiew
namewhich the Lord bestows upon those who overcomehdpasr some of you used to be known by
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some nickname or vulgar epithet while you livedhia world and were a lover of it. Now, in all preba
bility, you are called by quite a different nameaag your Christian friends. Saul the persecutor is
called Paul when he becomes an apostle. Moredwer is a new name which the mouth of the Lord
shall name, which no man knows, saving he thativesat. You have been named with the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, god wear, from now on, that name by which the
whole family in heaven and earth is named. Grase hhs taught you mew song“He has put a new
song into my mouth and established my goings.” #mirehearsing the music of that glorious band of
whom it is written, “They sung a new song, sayiMgu are worthy to take the book and to open the
seals thereof.” Now are you a citizen aiew city the new Jerusalem which comes down out of heaven
from God, which shall be established among the sbmsen in the last days as the world’s metropolis,
concerning which they shall say, “The temple of @Goaith men and He does dwell among them.”

Beloved, each one of you has now become pashefnew manDo you know what | mean by that?
There were once the Jews and the Gentiles, butsed Paul, Christ “has broken down the middle wall
of partition; for to make in Himself of two, onewanan, so making peace.” The mystical body of
Christ is the one new man and we are members tbtdy! From now on we have communion with all
saints and to us “there is neither Greek nor Jeunt nor free, but Christ is all, and in all.” Eveow
we have commenced to live in a new heaven and u@dk a new earth—and we are anticipating the
time when literally, on this very earth where werdatruggled, there shall be set up a new conddfon
things, for the first heaven and the first earthllshave passed away and there shall be no more sea
Rolled up like a scroll shall yon blue heavensdrg] the elements shall melt with fervent heat. Keve
theless, we, according to His promise, look for rreavens and a new earth to which, in expectation,
we are always drawing near and pressing forwartl imivard yearning, for already in Christ Jesus we
are a part of that new creation which is more ftdlye revealed.

I\V. Fourthly let us consider THE RESULT OF THIS NOVELTYf any man is in Christ, he is a
new creature.” Well, the result of this noveltyfisst, that the man is already a great wonderinasklf.

You know the Pythagorean doctrine of the transntiigmeof souls—the soul passing, first, into oneyod
and then into another—and so existing under diffecenditions. We do not believe that fiction for a
moment, but if it had been true, the memories ehssouls must have been stored with varied infor-
mation, surpassingly strange to hear. Ours is andtansformation. It is death and resurrection—the
old passing away and the new being created—andrbémarkable are the experiences of the men who
have been so transformed! Here is a man who isvacreature and he has a very distinct recolleabion
the time when he was something far other than Imewd What a change he has undergone! Suppose a
swine could suddenly be turned into a man and gmember what it did when it was one of the herd!
What an experience it would have to tell! If yowlbtake a hog from the trough and turn it intoeam
peror, that would not be half so great a changes accomplished when an unregenerated sinner be-
comes a saint! | guarantee you the emperor wouldimdb much cause for glorifying in his former swin
ish state! He would be silent and ashamed whenr®thentioned it. If he alluded to that state, itwdo
always be with the blushes of humiliation and thars of gratitude. If anybody began to talk about i
and he knew that there might be others about hahrhight be helped by hearing what the Lord had
done, he would begin to tell, in a gentle, modesy,vinow the Lord transformed him from a swine iato
monarch. But he would never, never boast—how challin such a case the poor swine would have no
responsibility and could not be blamed for wallogvin the mire. But this cannot be saidugf for when

we acted as swine we knew better and sinned wWyllf&till, what a change it is! How | wonder at my-
selfl How | marvel at the goodness of my God! Hoadbre that sacred power which has made me the
child of two births, the subject of two creatiolt first made me in the fashion of a man and thaden

me in the image of the man, Christ Jesus! | was Born to die, and then born to live eternallyt be
bless God and be full of lowly wonder this morning!

The next result of this new creation is, howeteat the man does not feel at home in this present
evil world, for this is the old creation. The nevam the twice-born man, feels as if he were outigf
element and not in a congenial country. He dwella body which is nothing better than a frail, umneo
fortable, easily removed tent in which he groamsnestly desiring to enter his own house at hohee, t
house not made with hands, eternal in the heaV#hsrever he goes, things seem out of order with the
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rule which is set up in his soul. He loves notwwld, neither the things in the world. The world/l®-

ries do not charm him and its treasures do notamcdhim. Earth’s music grates upon his refined,ears
which are tuned to heavenly harmony! Its daintiesdt delight the taste which has learned to ethey
Bread of heaven. The new creatures pine to beeamé#éw creation! And beloved, while we are pining
we are preparing! The Spirit of God is working ostlis same thing and filling us with groans and
pangs of strong desires which indicate that webaemming more and more fit to be partakers with the
saints in light—they who see the face of the baliow&hout a veil and drink in ever new delights!

Mark, once more, while the new creature is thutchiag and waiting for the new creation, he is,
meanwhile, extending an influence, more or lesonscious, over the old world in which he dwells.
Just as our Lord has gone to heaven to preparaca pbr us, so we, His people, are stopping here to
prepare a place for Him. We are, by His grace, wigmmen from the world to Christ! We are raising
the tone of morals, we are spreading light anchtaut all sides by the power of the Spirit and scanee
helping to make the world more ready to receivegiteat King. We are seeking out His jewels. We are
bringing His rebellious subjects to His feet. Thie that is in us seems out of place in this mdr&ine,
for the body is dead because of sin and, therefaeegroan, being burdened. As for the world itsel§
not our rest, for it is polluted. It seems a drehdliing for the living Spirit to be dwelling in i grave-
yard of a world, but it is necessary for us to beehWe are linked with a creation made subjevato-
ty, because it was thus subjected, not willinglyt by reason of Him who has subjected the same in
hope that the creation, itself, “shall be delivehexin the bondage of corruption into the glorioleity
of the children of God.” We are here as links beméhe spiritual and the material and we are warkin
out divine purposes for the fuller display of theie glory! We comfort one another with these weord
and as new creatures in Jesus Christ we look éonélw heavens and the new earth and for the coming
of your Lord and Savior! Know you not that when stall appear, then shagibu,also, appear with Him
in glory? Let us, even now, bow before Him and &allim with the language of our hymn—

“To You the world its treasure brings!

To You its mighty bow!

To You the church exulting springs

Her sovereign, Savior!

Beneath Your touch, beneath Your smile,
New heavens and earth appear,

No sin their beauty to defile,

Nor dim them with a tear.”

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—2 CORINTHIA NS 4:17, 18; 5.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—907, 391, 474.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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