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“The apostles said to the Lord, increase our faith.
Luke 17:5.

THE sermon of last Sabbath mornifigl317,0vercome Evil with Gogdn which | earnestly endeav-
ored to teach the doctrine of overcoming evil vgtdod, and the frank and full forgiveness of allumgs
for Christ’'s sake, has raised much discussion.omkithat it startled a great many of you, and that y
have a great many questions among yourselves akédther such precepts are practicable by ordinary
Christians. At that | am not at all surprised, hessawhen our Lord preached the same doctrine, istis d
ciples were so astonished that the apostles exethim surprise, “Lord, increase our faith.” It i©st
important in this case to see the connection ofekt or you will fail to see its drift and beagm It was
not for the sake of workinmiraclesthat the apostles sought increased faith; it wasmorder to bear
their present or future trials, and neither wae ienable them to receive some mysterious artictbe
faith. Their prayer referred to a common everydaty @njoined by the gospel—the forgiving those who
do us wrong—for the previous verses are to thiscgff'Take heed to yourselves. If your brother-tres
passes against you, rebuke him, and if he reptartgye him. And if he trespasses against you seven
times in a day, and seven times in a day turnshagayou, saying, ‘I repent,” you shall forgive him
And it was upon hearing this that the apostlesderitncrease our faith.” If you have been surprised
dear friends, at the high standard of Christiary duthiich my Lord has laid down for you, | only trust
your surprise may drive you to the same resort dilithose first servants of the Lord, and conymel
to appeal for help to Him who issued the command!l Mé not help us in walking in His ways? When
we feel that His commandments are exceedingly hrmadshom should we appeal for aid but to Him
who is our leader in all holy conversion and goetlis? He will not set you the task and refuse yau Hi
assistance in performing it!

Observe that these apostles did not, becauseeofliaving sinned against this precept in former
times, conclude that they had no faith. They ditlgomclude because the precept was so much above
them that therefore they were unbelievers. Degpaio help to Christian duty! To doubt our disciple
ship will not help us to obey our Lord; if any adly have cut yourselves off from the household whfa
because you fall short of the noblest forms of &fan love, | entreat you to begin again, and estef
doubting the existence of your faith ask to havimdéteased. There is a fountain opened for yout pas
uncleanness—and sanctifying power for your futuresl;, apply to Jesus at once for the double deliver
ance, and doubt not that He will deal graciouslthwbu.

Neither did the disciples reject the precept asriytimpossible, nor excuse themselves from it on
the ground that in their peculiar circumstancesiist be modified. They did not complain that it was
too much to expect of human nature, nor did thggm the command as only fit for dwellers in Utopia
No, they respected the precept which surprised tlagoh admired the virtue which astonished them. As
loyal followers of the Lord Jesus, they felt boundollow where He led the way, for they believbaitt
He was too wise to issue an impossible commandgtmal to teach an impracticable code of morals,
and too honest to set up a standard to which néain@yuld in any measure, attain. They looked os Hi
command and they felt such confidence in Him thatead of drawing back they resolved that it should
be obeyed at all costs. Their resolve was to dobitiding, but feeling that they could not achieveni
their own strength they began to pray, and thelygr was for faith. They felt that onilgith could work
such a wonder of patient love; it was far out & thrdinary line of action—flesh and blood could not
accomplish it, mere resolve would not achieve itithfanust do it and even faith itself would need
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strengthening or it would fail in the attempt. THeit also that the kind of faith which could fovgito

70 times seven must be supernatural, and not sutifexacould grow in their own breasts without di-
vine assistance, and therefore they said to thd,L“émcrease our faith.” They needed such faitiHas
could give in order that they might perform suchiekias He enjoined. Beloved, imitate the example o
these apostles! Whenever you feel that you haveetong to do that is beyond you, stop a moment and
breathe a prayer for more strength. If ever the lsatoo wide, draw back, take a breath, ask for
strength, and then, in the name of Him that willebubear you over it, take your leap and succéts!
has not brought you into a condition in which ydalsfeel your infirmities so abjectly as to liewdo

and die, but He does intend you to feel your wes&rs® much that you may importunately pray for His
aid, and then in the strength which you have gaimegdrayer may attain to heights of virtue which-ot
erwise had been far above and out of your sight.avéeall the more likely to rise to holiness whea w
have seen our own incapacity for it. Those whdatfirst blush were somewhat staggered by the high
and glorious precepts of Christian forgivenessnaf-resistance, and of returning good for evil, are
none the less likely to become good practitionérghis holy art, but all the more so if their asgin
ment drives them to pray, “Lord, increase our faith

Let us then, this morning, in that connectioansider the prayer of the texet us, secondlysee
how it bears upon the duty of forgivenelsw the increase of faith can help us to forgaed then,
thirdly let usnote how our Lord Jesus answered this pragedivine Spirit, lead us into these truths of
God while we meditate together, and afterwards bslfp show in our lives the mind of Christ.

I. First, LET US CONSIDER THE PRAYER ITSELF. It maylpais to see its meaning if we con-
sider for a momenivhere the apostles learned to pray like tMgho suggested to them to say, “Lord,
increase our faith”? Now, faith is tlaet of man—itruly, it is theyift of God, but it is as surely the act of
man. God does not believe for us, the Holy Spiokginot believe in our place—the man himself be-
lieves. This would be clear enough to the aposbes,they might not so readily learn that Jesus had
power to give and to increase faith. It is asswyredbst proper to ask the Lord to increase our fdith
it was not very early in their Christian careertttiee apostles did so pray; in fact, it is a vangaslar
fact that | think this is almost the only instangevhich, as an apostolic company, they askedsgiry
itual thing of the Master! They did say, “Lord, teachhasv to pray,” but | am afraid they meant to learn
aform of prayer rather than to be filled with the spaitprayer. As to spiritual blessings, our Lord htig
well say to them, “To this point you have askexthingin My name.” But they were at last so over-
whelmed with a consciousness of their own weakmésn they perceived the exceeding breadth and
height of the law of Christian forgiveness, thagythelt assured that there must be strength laitbup
them somewhere or other! And where could it beiftieir Lord? And so they prayed to the Lord, “in-
crease our faith.” It is not the only time in whialsense of their personal emptiness has convimesd
of the divine fullness, and driven them to it.

| think it was Jesus who had taught them to pmaylsey must have caught the idea from that which
is recorded in the 1of Mark, at the 2% verse, where you have much the same passage asetme-
fore us, though expressed in different words. “demswering said unto them, Have faith in God. For
verily | say unto you, that whoever shall say utfiic mountain, Be you removed, and be you cast into
the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, butl §igdileve that those things which he said shall edm
pass, he shall have whatever he said. Therefag listo you, What things you desire, when you pray,
believe that you receive them, and you shall h&aeent And when you stand praying, forgive, if you
have anything against any: that your Father alsmiwis in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.
But if you do not forgive, neither will your Fathethich is in heaven forgive your trespasses.” Nbgt
our Lord according to Mark commenced this exhastatoncerning forgiveness by saying, “Have faith
in God”; then showed the power of faith in workingnders, and especially in obtaining answers to
prayer, and last of all commanded forgivenessedpasses. Was not that sentence “Have faith in God”
the mother of their prayer “Increase our faith”8ukehad said “Have faith,” and now when they fully
understand what it is that He teaches, they tatenvtrds out of His mouth, and they say to theird,.or
“Add to our faith. We trust we have some of thatqous grace, but add to it yet more and more, we
beseech You.” Our Master in His teaching was caoatily connecting the forgiveness of others with the
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exercise of faith. In the passage just referre@mal, in that which surrounds my text, you havelad
referring to the faith which moves mountains, argils up sycamore trees by the roots—and coupling
with it the forgiving of offenses. Surely this magve led them so to pray.

Our Lord had also suggested this prayer for flndm the fact that as He had taught them that there
must be faith in prayer, so He had also insistezhupthat prayer must always be connected witbra f
giving spirit; in fact, in the model prayer, accmogl to which we are always to shape our petitidihes,
has taught us to say, “Forgive us our debts, afowgeve our debtors,” or, “Forgive us our trespasses
we forgive them that trespass against us.” He Hawed us, as it were, to cut out for ourselves the
measure of pardon that we wish to receive—and tbasnre is to be precisely that which we are pre-
pared to give to others! God will pardon us in gnjon as we are prepared to pardon. If you have a
trespass which you cannot pardon, God also hasipardonable sin written in His book against you: |
mean unpardonable as long as you are unforgivingod will only pardon slowly, and after a stingy
fashion, you shall not for many days enjoy therie=s and the bounty of the unlimited mercy of God!
So you see as our Lord had connected successyiergrath with forgiveness and faith, he had suggest
ed the increase of the one with the view of accahplg the other. No man can pray successfully evhil
he is in an unforgiving frame of mind, but a belrgyman always prays successfully, therefore aeteli
ing man is ready to forgive. As faith increaseslveeome more able to overlook the provocations we
endure.

| think that the apostles had also learned thég/qar, not only from the Master, but from one who
was very much inferior to themselves, but who niéhedess had outrun them in the knowledge of the
struggles of the heart—I mean the father who hadhatic child. That was a wonderful prayer of his,
when Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, aldhk are possible to him that believes.” The poanm
cried out, “Lord, | believe, help You my unbeliefThis was a deeply experimental prayer. It showed
how familiar he was to the workings of his own sdt detected unbelief in his own heart and yet he
saw faith there too; whereas a great many Christidnthey discern some unbelief in their hearts,
straightway imagine that there cannot be any f#itld if they possess a degree of faith, they fahey
there cannot be any unbelief surviving—whereastwepowers are in one man at the same time, and
contend within his soul. The apostles appear taarteve learned a noble lesson from that triedefath
and now they put his prayer into their own langyagel use it on their own account. They do as good
as confess their lingering unbelief, and yet theknawledge that they do believe while they pray,
“Lord, increase our faith”; so that with the teawiof Jesus, and with the example of that pooigstru
gling soul, they had been taught to pray as theylsh It is a grand thing when every day we learn t
pray better, and both from the Master’s lips aminfthe experience of all, His servants are beinght
what to pray for as we ought. By the use of suclamaehe Spirit helps our infirmity, and teaches us
how to prevail with God.

Now let us come a little closer to the prayerlffssnd noticewhat it confessedt confesses that they
had faith, for they say, “Lordincreaseour faith.” He who asks for faith mubkive some faith, or he
would not ask at all; indeed, it is with faith thae ask for faith. He who pleads, “Add to my fdith,
acknowledges that he has some already, to whicle msdio be added. So that these apostles, notwith-
standing that they were staggered by the duty befeem, believed that Christ could help them thihoug
it, and also believed that He cowtloncegive them the necessary faith. When you ask fgrdessing,
always do so in such a way as to acknowledge whathave already received. Do not despise the little
faith you have, even though you feel bound to pleadnore. They also confessed that while they had
faith they had not enough of it. My brethren, muistnot all make the same confession? You believe in
Jesus Christ to the salvation of your soul, bwgthmen, do you believe to the comfort of your h2atbu
have faith enough to bear the ordinary trials f&f, Ibut, dear brethren, have you enough for thersoip
contests to which you have lately been calleddU iave not, then here is the prayer for you, “l.ord
increase my faith.” Certain it is that no one amasdias too much faith, or even enough should wusu
storms arise. We have no faith to spare. God giaitsus always according to our day, and He gives
more grace and faith when ldends more trialsOften, when our faith is sorely tried, we are petfed
to feel as mere babes in faith’s school, and neeedd to pray daily, “Lord, increase our faith.”
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But then by their prayer the apostles confessatltttey could not increase their own faith. Fagth i
not a weed to grow upon every dunghill, withoutecar culture; it is a plant dieavenlygrowth, and
requires divine watching and watering. He who s gluthor of faith and the finisher of it, is thelyon
one who can increase it. As no man ever obtaindirsisfaith apart from the Spirit of God, so noma
ever gets more faith except through the workintghat same divine power! The Spirit which rests upon
Jesus must anoint us also, or the measure ofvalitinot be enlarged. Breathe then the prayer ta,Go
my brethren, “Increase my faith”; this will be a faiser course than to resolve in your own strength
will believe more,” for, perhaps, in rebuke of yquride you will fall into a decaying state, and e\se-
lieve less. After having made so vainglorious ak&son, you may fall into grievous despondency; do
not therefore say, “lI will accumulate more faittipit pray, “Lord, | believe, help You my unbelief.”
Herein is your wisdom!

The prayer also confesses that the Lord Jesumcerase faith. Dear brethren, the Lord Jesus Chris
can increase your faith by the use of common meansugh His Spirit. He is able to make all grace
abound towards you. Not by any magical mode, nanbgcle, but even by such things as you have, the
Lord can make Little-Faith grow into Greatheartddarn Feeble-Mind into Valiant-for-Truth. He has
the key of faith, and can open more of its chambansl fill them with His treasures. He can reveal
truths of God to you which shall cause you to aienore fully, or the truth of God already revealed
He can set in clearer light, and apply more powirfo your heart, and so can add to your faith.iab
believe, brethren, that you are condemned to leadndelieving life. No such necessity exists. Let n
one among you sit down and say, “I| have a withared of faith, and cannot stretch it out,” or “| leca
weak eye, and shall never be able to see afar M&i,"the name of our God is Jehovah Rophi, and He
can heal us of all these ills! God can make yoansjr brethren. Present again and again the prayer
“Lord increase our faith,” with the full convictiotimat He can do so to any extent, and that He iéian |
even the most drooping soul among us into thedsdlurance of faith! May the Lord at this very hour
work in you a childlike confidence in His love afadthfulness, and may you never be the victim o-mi
trust again!

| want you to observerho prayed this prayeilt is not often that the evangelists speak oé “#pos-
tles,” separately, as asking anything. You willgeave in the first verse that our Lord spoke todszi-
ples. “Then said He to the disciples,” but the pesswho sought increased faith were dpestles “The
churchdid not think themselves infallible? Fancy the succesdoPeater saying, “Lord, increase our
faith!” Surely, “His Holiness” needs no increasefaith! He who boasts that he is infallible canbet
unbelieving! Ah, brethren, the apostles knew natohsuch silly and wicked pretensions; none ofithe
ever in their lives pretended to be the “Head ef@hurch” or “Vicar of Christ”; but they were reatty
cry to their Master for increase of faith just a®$ as the rest of the disciples, yes, sooneriecause
they were the first to feel their need. They wére ¢hoice of the Lord’s flock, and therefore thegrev
the first to see and to confess their own failuMs.man so soon knows and so much deplores his need
of faith as the man who has most of it. It was thet little ones in the church who said, “Increase o
faith"—they might well say it; but it was the masten Israel who had been best instructed by Christ
who had seen His miracles and preached His woesethvere the very ones who cried to their Lord,
“Increase our faith.” The nearer you live to Goddahe more full your soul is of faith, the lesslined
will you be to be self-satisfied; and the more eatly will you desire that your faith should be in-
creased.

It is somewhat remarkable that the whole of thestips thus prayed. They were unanimous in this
prayer, though it did not often happen that theyewso in anything else. There were divisions among
them, and strifes as to who among them should dgrdatest; but this time they were all one inpgbe
tition to the Lord. A petition which commended Ilfts® the entire college of the apostles is onecahhi
surely all of us may put up to our great Lord ie tiresence of that supreme duty, of which we heard
last Sunday morning. In order that we may not te=sid, but overcome evil with good, be pleased, O
Lord, to increase our faith.

While | am still explaining the prayer, let us et once againvhy they asked for faitifhey said
unto the Lord, “Increase our faith.” Might they nabre fitly have said, “Lord, increase our meekness
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Lord, increase our Christian love™? No, but theyntveo the bottom of the thing, they looked to the
mainspring of all Christian graces—they askedféth. Sometimes, brethren, we are led to see that if a
duty is to be performed at all it cannot be donthanstrength of nature. Now the grace which deils

the supernatural is faith, therefore we say, “Landrease our faith, for since this is a superraturtue
which You do ask of us, be pleased to give us &leaelfy which deals with supernatural power that we
may be enabled to achieve this high and difficuliyd | know some of you think that faith was given
men of old, that they might work miracles, and y@ave admired the faith of Samson when he slew the
Philistines with the jawbone of an ass, the faithichr “quenched the violence of fire,” the faith whi
“stopped the mouths of lions,” and so on. Yes,fhiih is meant for other matters besides miraclés.
faith which enables a Christian to live a holy Jliéspecially the faith that will enable you nob over-
come of evil but to overcome evil with good, anddrgive your neighbor to 70 times seven is astgiea
faith as that which of old stopped the sun andddiglithe sea. It seems to be thought by some fitlat fa
nowadays is only meant to be used to raise mondlyadove may support orphanages and colleges by
obtaining answers to prayer. Well, these are ndbkxls, and the faith which accomplishes them brings
great glory to God. May God give to His servantowaine called to such work more and more success,
for such works are a standing testimony to a skabptvorld that Godloeshear prayer; but after all the
feats which the most of you are to perform areheeitmiracles nor the maintenance of orphanages, but
deeds of love in common life. You have not to dteg mouths of lions, but you have the equally diffi
cult task of stopping your own mouths when youiaran angry temper; you are not called to quench
the violence of fire, except as it burns in youmowrath; you have to smite no Philistine but yowno
sins, and cast down no walls but your own prejuihristian woman, your faith has to work its mira
cles in the drawing room, in the parlor, in theckén, in the chamber. Man of business, your faitto i
perform its marvels on the exchange, or in the sbojn the commercial room. Working man, you are
to achieve your wonders at the forge, or by thechear in the field, or in the mill. Here is yoysleere

of service, and you have need to lift to heavenptegyer of the apostles—“Lord, increase our faith,”
that you may live worthily, righteously, soberlydaafter a Christian sort.

II. Secondly, | want to show HOW THE INCREASE OF FAIBEARS UPON OUR POWER TO
FORGIVE OTHERS. And | would answer first, thathink you already see that it dgesdthough you
cannot explain the mode of its operation. If | warebring before you a person of whom | might say,
“This man is strong in faith,” you would feel cartahat he would be a man who would readily forgive
the injuries of others. Though you do not see thenection between the two, you are very conscious
that there must be such a connection. Now, wheatl ybu of Abraham, how when the herdsmen of
Abraham and Lot quarreled, Abraham did not quawiti Lot, but finding that they must separate, gave
Lot, his junior, the choice as to which way he vebgb. It seems natural that Abraham should adtan t
gentle manner. That calm quiet believing man of-Ggdu have only to look into his majestic face and
feel quite certain that he will act with great deness and nobleness of soul. Joseph, the manl €6 fu
faith that he gave commandment concerning his bemdsen his brothers came before him and he
made himself known to them, and wept over themfarghve them—you feel that such conduct is just
what you might expect from Joseph; the very faat tte was so true a believer in God makes you feel
that he will not seek to avenge himself, thougthheé been shamefully treated by his unbrotherlytirot
ers. Moses was so meek, so gentle, that you tiacenéekness at once to his faith. And David, when
you see him standing over sleeping Saul, and heamimpanion say, “Let me smite him but this once”;
but David will not allow the deed to be done, lmaves his enemy in the hands of God, you say to you
self, “I expected such conduct of David, for haiguly believing man of God.” Though you have not
satisfactorily traced out the connection betweenttto, yet you know very well that if a man profess
to be a believer in Christ you expect him to betigeand forgiving—and you are right! And there is a
actual connection between the two, which we shdibubt not, see directly.

When the apostles said, “Lord, increase our faitihey meant,’Increase our confidence in You,”
and this is a very material help towards the pentorce of the duty. First, God must help us so to be
lieve in Jesus that we may not suspect Him of reggttis an impracticable task. The Lord has said,
“Overcome evil with good,” and has bid us “Forgiv@ times seven times”; do you not feel ready to
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say, “This is a hard saying, who can bear it?” Donet fancy that we shall never get through thedvor
in that gentle fashion? It is ounbeliefwhich tells us that we must sometimes bend ots, f at least
sometimes deliver our minds with great vigor of thraor else we shall be trod down like mire in the
streets. We need to ask for divine grace that wg behelped to believe that Christ's way of for-
giveness is after all the best way, the noblest, waymost truly manly and the most surely happy.wa

Their prayer may be read as meaning “Lord, helpuzelieve that You can enable us to do this. We
cannot by our own unaided nature be always forgiviowly, gentle and loving in temper, but You have
said, ‘Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; f@m meek and lowly in heart; and you shall find
rest unto your souls.” Therefore, O Lord, give usrenfaith in You that we may believe that You can
make us meek and lowly, even as You are.” We otmbelieve that Jesus can turn our lion-like tem-
pers into lambs, and our raven-like spirits intovey and if we have not faith enough for that wesimu
pray for it—for do you not see that if a man bedis\a duty to be impossible, or judges that grasedf it
cannot enable him to do it, then he never will tidut when he obtains a confidence that the congman
is within his power, or that it can be obeyed bip@e which is within his reaclthenhe has won half
the battle already! In believing in the possibildla high standard of holiness, a man is alreadhis
way towards that holiness! | therefore earnestlyoeixyou to ask for more faith, that you may betiev
the duty of constant forgiveness to be possibkcobmplishment through divine grace.

But, next, betweefaith and forgiveness a very close connection béllseen if we inquire what the
foundation of faith isZisten a moment. Faith believes that God for Qlsrisake forgives us—and how
much? Seventy times seven? Beloved, God forgivesuch more than that. And does the Lord forgive
us seven times a day? If seven times a day we dtftm and repent, does He forgive? Yes, that He
does. This is to be unquestionably believed, apelieve it; | believe that, as often as | transgré&€sod
is more ready to forgive me than | am ready toraffethough, alas, | am all too ready to transgress.
Have you right thoughts of God, dear hearer? litlsen you know that He is a tender Father williag t
wipe the tear of penitence away, and press Hisdifg child to His bosom, and kiss them with the
kisses of His forgiving love. The mercy of God ligsthe very foundation of our faith; and surely it
wonderfully helps us to forgive. Don’t you see ate, O forgiven one that the natural inferencénad t
if the Lord has forgiven you your 10,000 talentsdebt, you dare not go and take your brother by the
throat for the hundred pence which he owes you,ybutmust forgive him because God for Christ’s
sake has forgiven you!

Notice again, thathe joy of faith is a wonderful help to forgiveneB® you remember when you
were first converted? | remember well the first dayvhich | believed in Jesus Christ; do you natoal
remember your own spiritual birthday? Recall thes love of your espousals, the happy honeymoon of
your spiritual life. Could you forgive your enentyen? Why, you thought nothing of injuries: you were
so happy and joyful in the Lord that if anybodttito irritate you they could not do it, or if ypecame
a little annoyed for a minute, you soon came backour moorings again. You were too full of holyjo
to indulge in quarrelling. Dear brethren, do you kiow that you oughélwaysto have retained that
love and joy, and that the best thing you can dim iget them back if you have lost them! Therefore,
pray today, “Lord, increase my faith, restore ume once again the joy of Your salvation.” When you
return from your backsliding, and rejoice in therdLovith all your heart, you will find it easy endutp
forgive your worst foe.

Again, it is quite certain that spirit of rest is created by faith, which greadligls the gentle spirit
The man or woman who believes enters into rest,b@edmes calm of spirit, and this keeps him from
seeking petty revenges. He knows that whateverdregpall is right forever; he knows whom he has be-
lieved, and he walks in the integrity of his heartd therefore he is not a man that is likely torb&at-
ed. It is amazing when you are sure you are rigtht wow much you can put up with! Good Joseph
Hughes, of Battersea, was one of the founderseoBthle Society, and one of the most earnest werker
for it. He was riding on a coach upon a dreadfabid, bitter winter's day, and at his side satlkatiave
person, who thought himself a gentleman. As theltgaoceeded, he began talking about religion in
general and denouncing Bible Societies in particth a sprinkling of swearing he went on to say
that such societies were founded to reward lazsesamies, and other officials. “Those fellows,” $ead,
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“get fine salaries, and then they go travelingabibut the country, enjoying themselves, and chgrgin
pretty penny for their traveling expenses. | unterd they always travel in the best style.” Mr. Hag
quietly replied, “But what would you say, sir, iby were informed by one of the secretaries thatewe

er received a farthing for his services, and thairder to save money for the Society, he rodénertap

of the coach on a cold day like this so that hehmigpt pay as much as he would have to do if he wen
inside? Now, sir,” said he, “one of them is doihgstbefore your eyes.” Now you can understand how
Mr. Hughes could be very cool, and allow the tallaman to proceed as long as he liked with his lie
because he knew he had so crushing an answemfiopiahd so when faith gives perfect rest to the aoul
man is not easily disturbed, for he knows that helall there is a blessing which will compensate fo
present annoyances. Conscious strength removeasmstlie temptations which surround petty feeble-
ness. May God give you that increased faith whitdlldix your heart in the sphere of perfect saitsf
tion in the Lord and patient waiting for His wiind so shall you cease to fret yourself becauswibf
doers.

Again,faith, when it is strong has a high expectancy alitowhich helps it to bear with the assaults
of men of the world*What,” she says—“what matters that which happensie here, for | am on my
journey, and | shall soon be in the glory land, keheshall have a reward for all my travail by kgeior-
ever with the Lord.” A man readily puts up with tiitde inconvenience of the present when he hastgr
joys in store for the future. If you stay at an fion a while when you are on a journey, it is ofdy a
night, and though things may not be very comfogalgbu say, “Well, I am not going to live here a
week, | shall be gone in the morning; it does natter, | am looking forward to my sweet home at my
journey’s end.” So does faith, by its blessed etqiean of the future, make the troubles of the pnég$o
be very light, so that she bears them without dtadfss and anger. May the Holy Spirit cause fditlst
to work in us.

lIl. But my time has gone sooner than | desired, anefine@ | must close by noticing in the third
place HOW THE LORD JESUS CHRIST ANSWERED THE PRAYERQR INCREASED FAITH. He
did it in two ways.

First,by assuring them that faith can do anythiiige Lord said, “If you had faith as a grain ofsnu
tard seed, you might say unto this sycamore tregoo plucked up by the root and be you planted in
the sea, and it should obey you.” | think He mehaat to be understood as a proverbial expression, t
signify that faith can accomplish anything. You s&h, my bad temper is rooted in me: as a sycamore
tree takes hold of the earth by its roots, so laeihper has gone into the very depth of my natuaen
constitutionally quick-tempered. From my very bitthave found it hard to forgive.” If you have fajt
my brother, you can say to that sycamore treegtiebstill, upas tree within you, “Be you pluckepl
by the roots.” “But,” says one, “with such a natasezmine, such a changeable, excitable, nervops-dis
sition as mine, you cannot expect to plant in me titee which bears the fruit of calm, quiet for-
giveness.” What says our Lord? “You shall say tat thycamore tree, be you planted in the sea.” A
strange place for a tree to be planted! In the Beied, it is an impossible thing, because evayew
would shake its roots out of their places; the g is too unsubstantial, the liquid of the set0
moveable for a single tree to grow in it. Our Laas, “If you had faith as a grain of mustard siéed
should obey you.” You can by faith plant a tre¢hie sea—and so can you plant this fruit-bearingi-glo
ous tree of love to God and love to man within yfvail nature, if you have but faith enough. Breimr
we do not need to be moving mountains. If mountagwgiired moving, | have no doubt faith would
move them, but the mountains are in the best pesglaces they can be, and therefore why should we
uproot them? We do not require to transplant sycartrees by faith, for there are plenty of worknten
be had to lift them up, and carry them carefullyatmther place, and it would be a pity that we &hou
use faith so as to deprive poor men of their mednselihood; but | doubt not it would be doneitf
were necessary. Now, there is room enough imtbial andspiritual world for faith, andhereshe can
work her miracles. We can say to our bad dispasitiBe plucked up by the roots,” and it will be @gn
and if we have faith in God we can have the righpasition, the quiet, calm spirit implanted in Om
you believe this? If you do not, then you havethetfaith, and you shall not see it, but, if yolidnee, it
is possible to you.
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Once more, how did Christ answer the prayer? Havared it in a very remarkable manner, as |
think, by teaching them humilitjHe said to them in effect, “You think that if yaxere to forgive to 70
times seven you would be doing a great deal. Yauoyféhat if you were never to return evil for eviyt
always to be gentle and loving, you would be sordgband that God would almost be in debt to you:
but it is not so.” And then He went on to tell thémat the servant, when he is sent to plow or tiendt
to the cattle is not thanked. While he is doinglaior his master does not come to him and wonder a
him as if he were doing some very extraordinarymghiThe master does not hold up his hands in
amazement and cry, “How well my servant can ploowy ltleverly he feeds the oxen,” and he does not
go to him and say, “My dear, invaluable servaraml sure | do not know what | would do without you,
therefore come and sit down, and | will wait upauy Oh, no, if he works well he only does his own
work and nobody else’s; He does what he is bourdbf@nd the master does not think of praising him,
and feasting him. So says Christ, “So likewise ywslien you shall have done all those things whieh ar
commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servardshave done that which was our duty to do.” This
mode of increasing our faith reminds me of the bpdth way of strengthening some people by pouring
cold water upon the spine of their backs. The garabthe servant and his lord shows us our traeq|
and the small value which we may attach to our sesvices. It takes the man who thinks, “Oh, it is a
great thing to forgive everybody, and if | weredtit | should be a great saint,” and it poursraetat of
cold water upon his pride, by saying, “No, if you @ you would not be anything amazing, it isynl
what is yourdutyto do, you would have no reason to go about thédwidowing your trumpet, and say-
ing, ‘What a wonderful martyr | am,” you would ortlyen have fulfiled a common duty.” Well now, it
seems to me that this is a wonderful strengthenent faith. | feel resolved within my spirit thus-My
Lord and Master, | will no more say of anything Yieid me to do, ‘This is beyond my reach,’ but llwil
pray, ‘My Lord, increase my faith till | can do till | can live up to Your standard, for even isthould
do so by Your grace, yet considering what You h@wee for me, considering what | owe You, consid-
ering the power of Your blessed Spirit that dwelithin me, considering the richness of the ultimate
reward which You will surely give me, though itasgrace and not of debt, all | could do, if | coulde
zealous as a seraph, and perfect as the saingawei, would be too little, and | would have tofesa
that | am an unprofitable servant, and | would hdeee no more than it was my duty to have done.”

| pray God the Holy Spirit to let this sermon coorethe back of the discourse of last Sunday, that
you may not look upon the first as being impradileabut may gather strength from the second to go
and put into practice what you have learned. Mag Bless you for Christ’s sake. Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—MATTHEW 18:19-35; LUKE 17:1-10.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—173, 626, 533.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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