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“You have a mighty arm: strong is Your hand, anddti is Your right hand.”
Psalm 89:13.

WHEN the soul is perfectly reconciled to God andhes to delight in Him, it rejoices in all His at-
tributes. At the first, perhaps, it dwells almosgtlesively upon His love and His mercy, but it afte
wards proceeds to find joy in the sterner attributand especially delights itself in His holinessd in
His power. It is a mark of the growth of Christinowledge when we begin to distinguish the attrib-
utes, and to rejoice in God in each one of therhetokens meditation and thought when we are able t
discern the things of God, and to give to the Lamdsalm of praise for each one of His glories, iand
also indicates a growingly intimate communion wiitle Great Father when we begin to perceive His
adorable character, and to rejoice so much irhall iHe is, that we can take the attributes in Hetad
bless, praise, and magnify Him on account of eahad them. Under the Jewish law there were forms
of the sacrifices which were of the simplest kisd¢h as the offering of turtle doves or young piggo
which were simply torn asunder, and burned uponattes. But there were other and more elaborate
rules for the sacrifices which were taken fromfloek and the herd; these were rightly divided, #mel
parts laid in their places—the head, the fat, tiveards, the legs, and so on—as if to show thabagh
some believers only know the atoning sacrifice agale, and after a superficial manner, there #ne o
ers still further instructed who look deeper int@ite mystery, and see the various forms which the
great truths of God assume. It is a saving thingniow the Lord God with all your heart, but | would
beloved, that you knew all the varied rays of Hiseplight; that you beheld the many glories of His
crown, and could rejoice in each distinct excelieentHis infinite perfection.

The subject of this morning is the power of Godhessubject of adoration. Here, dear brothers and
sisters, we have large scope for thought, for iegp of God is manifested in connection with alsHi
other attributes. It is the cause of all His worksd the basis and working force by which His kimgd
is maintained, and He is revealed. How clearly is pbwer beheld icreation. There, indeed, O Lord,
“You have a mighty arm.” We injure ourselves, aimshdnor our Creator when we pass over His works
as if they were beneath the notice of spiritualdajnt is perverse on our part to forget the exdtarn,
“What God has created, call not you common.” Thamsst sang concerning the creating might of God
in verses 11 and 12 of the psalm before us—*Thedreaare Yours, the earth also is Yours: as for the
world, and the fullness thereof, You have foundeeit. The north and the south, You have created
them: Tabor and Hermon shall rejoice in Your nanizaVid did not divide between revelation and na-
ture. He loved the word of God, and meditated thedlay and night, but at the same time he triumphed
in the works of God’s hands. In the fORsalm he found music in rocks and rills, in foats fir trees,
and rejoiced that the glory of the Lord shall erdfarever, the Lord shall rejoice in His works tie 8"
Psalm he considered the heavens, and burst fotithtlng exclamation, “O Lord our Lord, how excellent
is Your name in all the earth!” With the same fiegll led you to sing this morning that child’s hynmn
which the power of God is reverenced—

“I sing the almighty power of God,
Which made the mountains rise,

Which spreads the flowing seas abroad,
And built the lofty skies.”

The Lord made Job, and his friends remember Higep@s seen in creation. Indeed, it was by re-
vealing that one attribute that Job’s friends w&lenced, and the Patriarch himself was led to ‘Bg;
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hold, | am vile; what shall | answer You?” We ouglt to overlook that which had so salutary arnunfl
ence upon others; it is a pity when people becomspgitual that they have no eyes whatever for the
Lord’s power in rivers and mountains, in seas anthss—for God has made them all, and as in a glass
He is darkly to be seen in them. “The works of toed are great, sought out of all them that have
pleasure therein.” | can understand the feelingoshe who say, “I prefer spiritual preaching, arcA
light most to read the spiritual parts of the wofdsod rather than the historical records, andiokt of

His grace rather than of His wisdom in nature.” Bwgre is a fault about such a preference, exdedien

it is in one way; it is as though you had a frievitb was a great artist, and a master in statuaig,ta
make the marble almost live, and speak with hisicnagisel! You are accustomed to call upon this em-
inent sculptor, and it gives you great pleasuréati with him, and to associate with his childréuoig
you have never gone into his studio, for his mastees do not interest you. Now, this is poor feHo
ship; if ever you get to be in perfect sympathyhwiour friend, you will be interested in that whiich
terests him, and charmed with the various proofgoofr friend’s powers in design and execution; you
will study his works for his sake, and love him thik more because of those wonders of beauty and jo
which his hands produce! If the Lord thinks fitdisplay the hand of His power in the visible unsesr

it would ill become any of His children to closeslayes to it! “The earth is the Lord’s, and thdness
thereof.” “All the works praise You, O God; but Yfogaints shall bless You.”

So, too, the power of God is to be seeprovidence- the overruling hand which controls com-
mon events. Our sweet singer writes in verse 9u“Xde the raging of the sea: when the waves tliereo
arise You still them.” God’s power is seen in teaj phenomena of nature. And even in the lesser ma
ters of everyday life; His hand guides the falegéry withered leaf, and adorns each blade of gvibs
its own drop of dew! But chiefly His way is in tlehirlwind, and the clouds are the dust of His feet.
The mighty hand of the Lord is to be seen in thenév of human history. His power is manifest in
courts and armies, in the rise and fall of empireshe growth of nations, or in their overthroweli®ld
how He broke Egypt in pieces as one that was shaid,scattered His enemies with His strong arm. His
people did not refuse to sing of His great poweemvkhle smote great kings, and slew famous kings be-
cause His mercy to His people endures forevenligiht to be a subject of great joy to all rightesasls
that the world is not left to itself, or to tyran®he might is with the right, after all, for poweelongs to
God; there is a Governor and Ruler who is Lordlipfaad all power is in His hands. Have you noeaft
wished more power to the arm of the man who attéckslence and cruelty? Be glad, then, that all
power is in the hand of the Judge of all the eamtip must and will do right. He will not leave blibo
shed unavenged, nor suffer wanton cruelty and Ilerkirutality to go unpunished. And if the greaesn
of the earth pass by with indifference, or winkitleye at wicked policy, there is an eye that saesad, a
hand that will mete out stern and sure vengeamcphtience possess your souls, O you people of God,
for, “God reigns over the heathen, He sits uponthihene of His holiness.” The needy shall not alsvay
be forgotten, nor the oppressed forever troddenngddar verily the Lord reigns, and His power shall
defend the cause of right.

It is another subject for which we have reasoadore God, that His power is seerthe ultimate
judgement of the wickeda—terrible subject upon which | will not enlarge—mme which should pros-
trate us in the dust before His awful majesty. €hamre two flaming jewels of Jehovah’s Crown which
will be terribly seen in hell—His wrath and His pemw“What if God, willing to show His wrath, and to
make His power known, endured with much long-suifgthe vessels of wrath fitted for destruction?”
Righteous indignation and omnipotence will be died together in that last tremendous act of Judg-
ment in which He will separate the righteous frdra tvicked. And apportion to the unbelievers their
due. “Who knows the power of Your anger?” What musstthe strength of an angry God! Who shall
stand against Him when once He stirs up His indignawhen He shall break the nations with a rod of
iron, and shiver them like potters’ vessels? “BemwaHe said, “you that forget God, lest | tear yiau
pieces, and there be none to deliver.” Who shahdtagainst this great and terrible God in the afay
His wrath? Who shall endure in that day when mearcldy is over, and justice, alone, sits on her-burn
ing throne?
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Neither of these, however, is the subject of th@ning, though we would not have completed the
topic without alluding to them. The subject is th@ver displayed in connection with the mercy of God
for so Ethan begins this noble covenant psalm:illlsing of the mercies of the Lord forever: withym
mouth will I make known Your faithfulness to allrggrations.” Power in alliance with grace is our one
theme.

First, we shall consider the mighty power of GadHis grace, asevealed in our experiencegc-
ondly, divine power, aslisplayed in Christ Jesugnd thirdly, we shall endeavor to reflect upon the
same power, and consider how it shouldplkectically recognizedWe must be brief on each point, for
our time is short.

l. First, the mighty arm of God displayed in the waygmce, as MANIFESTED IN OUR EXPERI-
ENCE.

First, beloved, remember tlikvine long-sufferingWhat a mighty arm of grace it must have been
which held back the anger of God while we were stadie of rebellion and impenitence! For God te rul
the angry sea seems nothing, to me, compared hatipdwer which He exercises upon Himself when
He endures the provocations of ungodly men, thdrtess of their hearts, their rejection of Chrisil a
oftentimes their blasphemous speeches, and tlidy fleeds. O sinner, when you are sinning with a
high hand and with an outstretched arm, is it n@bader of wonders that God does not cut you down,
and end your insolence? He said, “Ah, | will ease & My adversaries.” Is it not a marvel that Hs ha
not eased Himself ofou, and taken you away with a stroke? You know hog Wwith some men—a
word and a blow—»but it has not been so with Godéréhhave been many words of love, and many
deeds of kindness; He has waited long, and is mgaitow, stretching out His hands all day to a désob
dient and gainsaying people! What power is thiscwhiestrains its own power, the power of God over
His own omnipotence, so that He does not let Hgeeaflame forth at once, and devour the ungodly, no
allow the sword of execution to smite down the febahe midst of his provocations? Glory be unto
Your loving-kindness and Your long-suffering, O Géal in them we see Your mighty self-restraining
power!

But, next, we saw the power of God so as to reizegih whenthe Lord subdued usy His mighty
grace. What omnipotence is displayed in the cortgofesvery rebellious sinner! By nature the sinner
stands out very stoutly against God, and will nm¢yoHis voice; often he is bulwarked round withjpre
udices, and you and I, who seek to convert himgare unable to reach him. Prejudice is an earthwo
into which you may fire with the heaviest cannout Wwithout use, for the balls are buried in thetlear
and no result follows. When men will not see, miiican help them, for they willfully close theyes;
when they will not hear, the charms of the gospeluseless, for they have resolutely closed trags.e
It is a wonder of wonders, when, at lasthd conquers prejudice, and the man finds himself e/hner
would have sworn he never would be—melted down @erdtent at Jesus’ feet! If a prophet had told
him it would ever be so, he would have said, “Yoe& mad! This cannot be! | abhor the very name of
it.” You have a mighty arm, O God, when prejudi&=ll of Tarsus falls down at Your feet, and riges t
become your apostle!

Men are surrounded often with a granite walbbstinacy—they will not yield to the power of di-
vine love; preach as you may, they are not to beeahobut remain like an impregnable fortress, frown
ing from its own inaccessible rock, defying allags$s. You can find no way to get at them; you wioul
be almost willing to die if you could capture theiarts for Christ, but they are neither to be rialxg
threats nor by wooing. They are like leviathan whesales are his pride, shut up together as with a
close seal. “Can you fill his skin with barbed ispor his head with fish spears?” They appear t@ ha
no joints to their harness through which the arodwonviction may penetrate! But You have a mighty
arm, O God, and Your enemies are made to feel Yotows! Those who were exceedingly stout
against You have, nevertheless, come crouchingat #et, and have become Your servants! Glory be
to God, the northern iron and the steel becomeatdks bidding!

We have seen some, also, who have been rooté@iirhabits of sin altogether severed from their
old sins. Wonder of wonders, the Ethiopian has ghdrhis skin, and the leopard has lost his spots, f
he who was accustomed to do evil has learned twellb Behold a miracle of mighty grace! The sinner
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has grown old in sin—like an old oak he has becoooted to the earth by a thousand roots; to trans-
plant him seemed impossible—it were far easierutohan down; yet the giant hand of grace has taken
hold of that ancient tree, and shaken it to andbfraonviction of sin, and at last it has by corsien
been drawn from its place right up by the rootsthad the place which once knew it knew it no more!
The rock and soil in which it had been imbedded parhaps, half a century, were made to give way
before the upheaving, uprooting force, and the ndangded from his former life, has been a proof of
what the Lord can do! The Lord knows how to cletheamountain, and divide the sea, and therefore He
can separate men from their darling lusts, anchtéaem to cut off right arms, and pluck out righes
rather than perish in sin! Truly, Lord, You havegghty arm!

Satan teaches men to defend themselves agaimst lgydbulwarks opride. They say, “Who is the
Lord that we should obey His voice?” They lift ugeir horn on high, and speak with a stiff neckythe
are self-righteous; they are sure that they have dw ill—the gospel is powerless upon them because
they are so lofty in their looks, and insolentheit thoughts. But You have a mighty arm, O LoraiuY
lay proud sinners very low; You make them hungrgt #mrsty, and then they cry to You in their trou-
ble. You have a mighty arm among the proud, and ¥ong down their heart with labor, they fall
down, and there is none to help. “He has put ddvemnighty from their seats.” Nebuchadnezzar, from
saying, “Behold this great Babylon that | have tyulearned to confess that those who walk in ptiue
Lord is able to abase.

Equally mighty is the Lord to overconuespair,for this is another one of the fortresses in which
sinners entrench themselves against divine gradeerg is no hope,” they say, “therefore we willagiv
up ourselves to our iniquities.” And it is almodte to attempt to convert those who are willfullgsd
pairing. They resent the consolations of the Biblg] reject the promises of God; and yet, the loard
break the bars of iron, and cut the gates of bragseces! He can bring up the captives from the-du
geons of despair, and set them on a rock; He caém mew song into their mouths, and make them
praise His name forevermore. From the iron cageHbly Spirit, the Comforter, can set the captives
free! All glory be unto His name! When God resoltesave the sinner, He will have His will without
violating the will of man! In a sweet, soft, genttenner, in which His power lies in the gentlenessl
the force lies in the tenderness, the Lord can geenthe most obstinate! He makes the lion to lerdo
with the lamb, so that a little child shall leadTihus the power of God is seen in the conquesinoiers.

That power is equally seen tineir transformationfor is it not a marvel that God should be able to
make old and corrupt rebels into new creatureshns€Jesus? Every conversion is a display of om-
nipotence! To create the world was but half a wormenpared with the creation of a right spirit, for
there was nothing to hinder when God spoke, andvirdd began; but when God speaks to ungodly
men there is a resisting force, which impedes tbekwand even defies the great worker. There ik-dar
ness and death, there is a force of evil, and ability towards good which must be overcome, yet th
Lord makes all things new, and causes the newicoretd arise in the hearts of His people! Verily He
has a mighty arm! Glory be to the Lord who only slggeat wonders with a high hand and an out-
stretched arm!

Conversion is also called a resurrection. It Ww#l a great feat of His power when dead carcasses
shall live at the sound of the last trumpet, bus ian equal wonder when the dry bones of deacesnn
come to life—when those who were scattered at thegys mouth, the hopeless, graceless, Christless—
are, nevertheless made to live at the sound of $Swdrd by the power of His Spirit! Oh, you that bav
been new created, and quickened into newnessepfddore His power today! Who but a God could
have made you what you are? Consider what you vaeik reflect upon the glorious position to which
the Lord has brought you by the blood of the crddshk what rebels you were, and how set on mis-
chief your nature was—and now, subdued by sovergigoe, your spirit longs for His embrace—you
follow after holiness, and seek to have it perfeédtethe fear of God. What a revolution is this! aVla
turning of things upside down! To turn the wildesaento springs of water, and the desert into &ifig
stream is nothing compared with turning the deatj,adry heart of man into a mighty wellspring of
love springing up unto eternal life! Glory be to ifgpower, oh You infinitely mighty Jehovah, You
have a mighty arm!
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That same power is seen, dear friemashe various deliveranceshich the Lord gives to His peo-
ple at the outset, when their enemies come agtiest so fiercely. Behold, my brothers and sisters,
how strong was the hand of God which deliveredramfthe bondage of our first doubts and fears,
when conscience accused, and the law condemnedy whethought ourselves only waiting for the
death warrant and the execution. Behold the Losdrbated our despair; He has set us free from fear,
and brought us into the liberty with which Chrisekes men free! We were slaves to sin, too, and oh
how sin marshaled all its armies against us affitke hoping it might cut off our earliest hopd3ut
mighty was that Christ of God who put all our singhe rout, and drowned them in the Red Sea of His
blood! “There broke He the arrows of the bow, theeksl, and the sword, and the battle.” Then Satan
came forth with the most horrible temptations, apared upon us like a lion, for he will not willilyg
lose his subjects; he sought to cast about ussaldts, that he might hold us captive, and prevent
flying to the divine refuge. But, behold, the pitegs been taken from the mighty, and the lawfulieapt
has been delivered! And we are, this day, rescrugd the power of sin and Satan. Even the law,fjtsel
has no power over us to condemn us, for Chrissshéasfied it, and we are free! Mighty is Your ard,
God! Your own right hand and Your holy arm havetgiotYou the victory!

And since then, beloved, the continual upholding of theaints, in their final perseverance which is
guaranteed, how much of the power of God is seenl lvave passed through many troubles, some of
you, troubles most heavy and sore, but they hav@nmewvailed against you, nor overthrown you. “Many
are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Ldediverers him out of them all.” Fierce were theddhat
gathered against us, many a time, and had notdhe kheen on our side, they had swallowed us up! But
You, O Lord, have a mighty arm, and in Your nameehae found a refuge. They compassed us about
like bees, yes, they compassed us about, but indhee of the Lord have we destroyed them! Out of
what sins and temptations have we come forth vaigt With some of you, your path has been through
the wilderness, and through one continuous scemeadtre; snares and traps have been thickly strewn
all along your path—trials and discouragements Hailen like a storm of hail perpetually beating—
and yet you are not overthrown! He keeps the fééti® saints. The life of any Christian is a wodt
wonders, but in some believers their experienceistsof a series of great miracles. “O my Soul yo
have trodden down strength.” How has our soul est&s a bird from the fowler's snare! The mighty
adversaries have been overcome by Him who is neghitan all' The divine strength has been mani-
fested in our weakness. My brothers and sistelig,nigt a wonder that being such a poor worm as you
are, yet you have never been crushed? Is it naraghthat though your faith has been as a bruised
it has not been broken—and though your piety has like smoking flax it has never been quenched?
Kept alive with death so near, preserved when eeiave been so fierce, will you not say indeed,
“You have a mighty arm; strong is Your right hand”?

Brethren, the end comes, but it will all be rightast, for unless the Lord shall come, we havege
meetthe last grim adversarybut we are not afraid! Our brethren who have dgosfere us have set us
an example of how to die triumphantly. How glorigusave they triumphed in their last hours. We
have stood by their side, seen the brightnessenf #yes when all around was death, and heardékeir
ulting songs when all that looked upon them wepthat thought of their departure. Their cheek
blanched? Far from it! They have been as jubilariheir dying hour as the warrior when he dividess t
spoil. As the bride rejoices on her wedding dagythave looked forward to the coming of their great
Lord, and to their being blessed forever in His eamb! We have been ready to cry out with them, “O
death, where is your sting! O grave, where is wactory! “Truly, Lord, when Your poor, weak, suffer
ing people die triumphantly, we see that You hawaighty arm! When flesh and heart are failing, when
friends cannot help, when every earthly comfortistaes—for the heart to still rejoice and triumph—
this is to see the arm of the Lord made bare, aisdchuses us to bless and magnify His holy name!

I would to God that | had more ability to set fothis majestic subject, but | have done my best. |
ask your meditations in the quiet of this afterndorassist me, that you may really adore and liless
power which is so conspicuous in every vessel atmeso revealed in yourself if you are indeed idch
of God! O Holy Spirit, make known to us who beligtlee exceeding greatness of Your mighty power!
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Il. Secondly, let us behold the mighty arm of God a&isily DISPLAYED IN THE PERSON OF
CHRST JESUS. And here will you kindly follow me time psalm itself, for there you will see that the
power of God displayed in Jesus Christtha choiceof Him, and the exaltation of Him, to be a Prince
and a Savior. See verse 19—“| have laid help upntbat is mighty; | have exalted one chosen out of
the people.” Christ is the incarnation of the powedivine grace, in Him dwells the power of God to
save the sons of men. And yet in what weaknesweittiHe was a man despised and rejected, lowly
and meek, poor and without worldly honor. His waes weakness of shame and suffering, poverty and
dishonor; but the power of God was upon Him, andpsn Him now. It is a grand thing to know that
God, by the weakness of man, taking it into conpacwith His own nature, has routed sin, Satan,
death, and hell! The battle in the wilderness wetsvben Satan and a man, tempted as we are, but oh,
how gloriously that matchless man overthrew theptemand prevailed! The agony in the garden of
Gethsemane was that of a man—it was a man, thooghwho sweat great drops of blood, and uttered
strong cries and tears, and won the victory by Wil is dethroned; and He that met the powers of
evil on the cross and stood alone and trod the -prass till there remained not an uncrushed cluster
was a man! It is by His power, even the power efrtian of Nazareth, that all the powers of evil have
been forever blasted and withered so that, tholigh tebel, it is but a struggling gasp for life. @xgely
as God sits on His throne, the foot of the seetthi@fvoman shall be upon the serpent’s head, tdactus
forever; for mighty as were the hosts of evil, @ad exalted one chosen out of the people, andhéd
upon Him, that He may eternally vanquish all thete@f darkness. Strong is Your right hand, O Savio
for by weakness, and suffering and death You haeetlorown all Your people’s foes!

His power was seen, next, in dusrd’s anointing “I have found David My servant, with My holy
oil have | anointed him.” You know how in His préang there went out of His mouth a sharp two-
edged sword with which He smote sin, because tlit 8pGod was upon Him. On the day of Pente-
cost the Spirit bore witness in the entire bodyCbfist, making all His servants speak with tongaes
fire the word of the gospel. The Spirit of God idl svith Christ on earth in His church, so thageble
though the speech of His ministers may be, a spower attends it, irresistibly subduing the foroés
evil. Rejoice this day, beloved, for the anointstdl rests in the church of God, and the anoirfRed
deemer must be victorious in every place. Thanksiriie God which causes His word to triumph in
every place by the power of the eternal Spirit! Bdght, therefore, to adore Jesus Christ as hahiag t
power of God, because the Holly Spirit is alwayshwilim and with His word, and He is therefore
mighty to save!

We must equally magnify the power of God becausin@ continuance of the empire of Christ in
the world As said the Psalmist—“with whom My hand shalldstablished, My arm also shall strength-
en Him. The enemy shall not exact upon Him; norgbe of wickedness afflict Him; and | will beat
down His foes before His face, and plague themhhtt Him.” These 1,800 years every effort has been
put forth to root up the church of Christ; the deand all his servants on earth have conspired/és-o
throw the growing kingdom of our Lord—nbut they havaver succeeded. Think, my brothers and sis-
ters, what the power of God must be which has #tepthurch alive under fiery persecutions, rescted
from the fangs of the inquisition, preserved iinfrthe poison of heresy, and the pestilence of etifig]
and, what is more amazing, enabled it to survisehbrrible dragon of Popery which has altogether
threatened to carry away the church with the blaspés which it pours out of its mouth! Yet the cho-
sen seed live on, and are multiplied in the laveneas it is promised in the B36erse of the psalm be-
fore us: “His seed shall endure forever, and Hisrth as the sun before Me.” The establishment and
continuation of the church is an extraordinary pfalivine power!

So are althe conquestsf Christ, some of which we have seen, and mongloth are to come. “I
will beat down His foes before His face, and plathem that hate Him,” is the divine promise. “I il
make Him My first-born, higher than the kings oétearth; | will set His hand also in the sea ansl Hi
right hand in the rivers.” glory be to God, Chisstill triumphant! Still in the preaching of Hisith He
rides forth conquering and to conquer! The gospsl ot lost its old force, but whenever it is presat
in faith it wins the day. See what power it hagliawing together the multitudes, and holding them i
breathless attention: a man has nothing to dodptegach Christ simply, and with all his might, @ahd

6 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 22




Sermon #1314 The Mighty Arm 7

people will hear it! We need no endowment of that&tWe seek no acts of Parliament to help us! Give
us a clear stage and no favor, an open Bible anghamest tongue, and the people shall yet be awak-
ened, and the multitude shall bow before the péopeng! Jesus Christ is still the mightiest name
which can be pronounced by mortal tongue! Its aliekiing power shall yet be felt in the remotest re-
gions of the earth!

Beloved, | have not time to do more than say thatgreat power of God’s grace is embodied in
Christ'smighty intercessiaonSee verse 26—"He shall cry unto Me, You are Miada, My God, and the
rock of My salvation.” This makes Him mighty to gav“He is able to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by Him, seeing He ever lives to makercession for them.” | should like to have an
hour to expound upon the gracious power of Godeas $n the intercession of Christ! Omnipotence
dwells in every plea that falls from those deas ligs the eternal Son pleads His own merits wileth
erlasting Father! Beloved, the power of Christ Ellnown to many of you. Did it not call you from
the dead? Has not it kept you from going down th®pit? Is there not such power in His name that i
makes your heart leap? If we speak of anything glse listen to it and glide into sleep, but if ybear
aboutHim, does it not stir the very deeps of your soul? Haue not often, when you felt faint and wea-
ry, sprung to your feet with exultation at the vémgught ofHim? Has not His presence made your sick
bed soft, and you even thought your dying couchdaa throne whereon you sat and reigned as in the
heavenly places?—

“Jesus, the very thought of You

With transport fills my breast.”
You know it is so! The power of Jesus’ name; who oeasure it? And what will be your sense of His
power when you reach another world—when He shaleHa&rought you into His rest, even you who
were so unworthy; when He shall reveal in you ladl inajesty of His goodness; when heaven shall be
yours. and all its boundless plains and golderetstreand when, looking around, you shall find alliyo
Christian brethren there, without exception, as ynas loved the Lord below, all safely gathered into
the fold at last? What a shout shall sound througheaven when the armies of the living God sh&ll a
semble and find not a soldier missing! They shadidr the muster-roll, and Little Faith shall be fdun
there, and Ready-to-Halt shall be there withoutchigches, and Miss Much-Afraid shall be there, and
Mistress Despondency shall be there—each able swveanto his or her own name, and say, “Here |
am.” Satan has not devoured a single lamb of alfflbck, nor slain a single man of the entire hast!
along the line Jesus has been victorious! Whensyali see the whole host assembled, and remember
the struggles through which each one of them caneetribulation through which they waded to their
crowns, you will exclaim with rapture, “You haveraghty arm, strong is Your hand, and high is Your
right hand!” All glory be to Jehovah Jesus, ourighmy Savior!

[Il. Now this brings me to my conclusion, and here weeha answer the question—HOW IS THIS
POWER TO BE PRACTICALLY RECOGNIZED? If you will petically carry out what | say, a few
words will suffice.

First, if the power of God is so gregield to it Man, do you hope to resi&od?Have you an arm
like God’s, and can you thunder with a voice liks™Throw down those weapons, and cease to wage a
hopeless war! Capitulate at once, surrender atatisa. Oh, if there is a man here who is the enefmy
God, | beseech him to count the cost before heraged the war, and see whether he is able to hrave
out with God! Shall wax fight with fire, or twigooatend with the flame? He would go through a hést o
such as you are, O man, as fire burns up the stuabtl before you have time to think of it, youlsha
utterly destroyed! “Kiss the Son, lest He be argngd you perish from the way when His wrath is kin-
dled but a little.”

The next practical use is this—is God so stroflgén trust Him to save yolever say that He can-
not snatch you from perdition! Never doubt His po¥eesave, even in extremity. | have shown you that
He has treasured up His gracious power in the pesgblis Son Jesus Christ, therefore look unto sesu
Christ and be saved! All power lies with Him. Hendargive all sin, and He can also subdue all iriqu
ty, change the most depraved heart, and implaniyeyrace in the soul. “Trust in the Lord forevesy f
in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength.”
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Next, if He is so strong, therust Him in everythingOh, you that are His people, never dare to dis-
trust Him! Is His arm shortened? Cannot the Lorlivde you? Bring your burdens, your troubles, your
needs, your griefs; pour them out like water betgia; let them flow forth at the feet of the Almityh
and they shall pass away, and you shall sing, ‘0dre is my strength and my song; He also is become
my salvation.”

Is God so strong, theshake off all fear of maiwWho are you that you should be afraid of a man th
shall die? Man is bujrass,withered in an hour—why should you tremblenhat frown? He is crushed
before the moth—why, then, feaim? Let not the faces of proud men confuse you; tiusgod and
fear not, for the mighty God of Jacob is with usg greater is He that is for us than all they taat be
against us.

And now as toyour serviceto which you are called by the Lord. If He is $msg, do not think of
your own weakness any longer, except as beingtboptafor His strength! Have you only one talent?
God’s Holy Spirit is not limited in power; He caraike your one talent as fruitful as another manis te
Are you weak as water? Then rejoice this day; dodygn infirmity, because the power of God shall
rest upon you! Think not of whgbucan do; that is a very small affair; but considéatHe can doby
you! He can strengthen the feeble against the gtridahold, this day He said unto you, “Behold Ilwil
make you a new sharp threshing instrument, hawatht you shall thresh the mountains and beat them
small, and shall make the hills as chaff. You sfallthem, and the wind shall carry them away, thied
whirlwind shall scatter them.”

Last of all, with regard to athe futurewhich lies before you—is God so strong? Then conitndt
His hands! You have a great trouble to face tomvesrgyou are expecting a still greater trouble at the
end of the week. Now, be not afraid, for the Laxes$ to deliver you! What? Do you fear? Has your
Counselor perished? Has your Helper failed you? damyou sink in the deep waters when underneath
you are the everlasting arms? The mighty God ig yeiuge, how can you be in danger? Why do you
look into the future at all? Sufficient unto theyda the evil thereof. God is the God of tomorrasweell
as the God of today! Cease from your troubling,ifaveakens you, and cannot help you! It dishonors
your God, your Savior—and thus it is evil! In pae and quietness wait for the fulfillment of His
promise. Rest in Him and be at peace; stand atitl, see the salvation of God! O Lord, glorify Yaalfs
this morning in both saint and sinner, by manifegtthe greatness of Your power, for You have a
mighty arm, strong is Your hand, and high is Yaght hand!
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