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“They shall praise the Lord that seek Him.”
Psalm 22:26.

THESE are the words of Jesus on the cross, wheimdpired prophet wrote beforehand concerning
Him. When the Savior uttered this sentence, Hejlstdoassed through the experience of a seekair as f
as it was possible for Him to do so. He had begaged in earnest, fervent, pleading prayer on axtcou
of His having been left without His Father’s presenHe had cried, “Be not You far from Me, O Lord:
O My strength, hasten You to help Me.” With strarrging and tears He had implored salvation from
the lion’s mouth. He had, at last, been heard afigdated, and He exclaimed with joy, “He has nai-de
pised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflictewither has He hid His face from Him; but when He
cried unto Him He heard. My praise shall be of Yiouhe great congregation: | will pay My vows be-
fore them that fear Him.” Thus, you see, becauseh&te known the agony of an anxious seeker, had
been heard in His seeking, and therefore, felspresing in His own soul. He learned sympathy aith
seeking souls of every age, and foresaw that tlseyveould magnify the name of the Lord. Jesus knows
every experience, for He has passed through the.dages not this thought already whisper comfort to
your soul? My seeking friend, is it not a good ontieat Jesus was heard in that He feared? Does@ot t
fact that Jesus can sympathize with you raise dwpe in your heart? It is true He never lived witho
the presence of God, as you have done, in consegudrpersonasin, but for a grand reason, namely,
because He stood in our place, He was forsakerodf énd therefore, was compelled to cry after Him,
even as you are doing, “My God, My God, why haveiYarsaken Me? Why are You so far from help-
ing Me?” He, therefore, understands the grief whiokibles your fainting heart, and enters intoyallir
distresses while you are bewailing yourself, anddating that you cry in the daytime, and the Lord
hears not, and that in the night season you pleagin. This reflection, at the outset of our disse,
should be as the note of a silver bell, soft astfuéto your wearied ears! Jesus foretells yowcsss in
seeking as the result of His own experience!

Our Lord’s great objective in laying down His lifgpon the cross was the Father’s glory. No other
objective was worthy of Him. He sought the salvatod men in order to the glory of God, and so is Hi
extreme agonies, our Lord Jesus placed this jogredflim, and consoled Himself by foreseeing that
God would be praised by seeking souls in conseguehElis death. He solaces Himself with the reflec-
tion, “All the ends of the world shall remember andh unto the Lord: and all the kindreds of the na
tions shall worship You.” He dwells upon the trtthGod that, “They shall praise the Lord that seek
Him,” and He sees in this honoring of God the relmahich His soul sought after! What He foresaw
from His lookout upon the cross is actually takpigce everyday—for seekers are learning t@ihg-
erd The choirs of heaven, how shall they be filled?y&t there are many vacant seats, and the full cho
rus is not as yet heard. From where shall they coime shall complete that orchestra? They shall be
called by grace from among ungodly men, and letbng for God—"They shall praise the Lord that
seek Him.” Fear not, for the number of the elecllsbe accomplished, and no part of heaven’s music
shall flag for lack of minstrels. From the choirsearth the saintly souls are being withdrawn, bgye
one, to unite in the harmonies of heaven. Just whein voices become most mellow, and most clear,
they leave us for the ivory palaces and their deasemelodies. How shall the praises of God be main
tained here below? If one by one the sweet voice® gumb, and the singers are laid in the sepulcher
from where shall we replenish our numbers and ramirihe daily praise? Fear not, there are new goice
on the way. “They shall praise the Lord that seak.H

There are souls now weeping because of sin, amgirg for a Savior who will soon find Him—and
then will become most hearty singers of the newgs®hey are coming, coming in their thousands even
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now! The music of praise shall be continued as lamthe sun, and the glory of the Lord shall cakier
earth as the waters cover the sea. From genetatigeneration shall the name of the Lord be praised
This brings great gladness to my spirit as a pagtor know that there are some present heredais
who are seeking the Savior, and it rejoices mentoakthat they will soon be among the most earmest i
praising the name of the Lord! They will not alwaysar sackcloth. They will put on the silken gar-
ments of praise before long. We do not know wheey tare, for seekers are usually very quiet and re-
tired, but there are some present whom | suspeseafet searches after my Lord. The Lord has seen
them as He did Nathanael under the fig tree, amgh élis servant begins to spy them out. There are
young children seeking—boys and girls who dareyebtspeak to their parents—are in private, praying
for grace. Blessed be the Savior of the young! &Higde ones shall grow up and praise God wheir the
fathers have gone to their reward. Young men anidlena, too, are turning to Christ, though perhaps
they would blush if personally charged with theyhetarch. Men, too, who are in their prime, are -com
ing to Jesus to spend their strength in the sewidbe Redeemer. The Lord is gently touching many
hearts, and drawing them to Himself, and each when he finds the Lord, will make a sweet singer to
swell the tune of divine grace. Perhaps in this@lhere may even be some aged people whose voices
are becoming feeble with lapse of years who, nbetss, will sing with their hearts most melodigusl

to the glory of the God of all long-suffering. Beety who they may, when they have found the Lord Je-
sus Christ, they must and will glorify the God béir salvation! So, you see, the great objectivewf
Lord Jesus was that God might be praised, and k&riew that this objective would be effected by the
praises of those who, in seeking, should find Héag.

This assurance which Christ here gives, that 8t&}l praise the Lord that seek Him, ought to be
very encouraging to all seekers, for, my dear tiggent were wise for you to seek the Lord evenaoi y
had no stronger hope than a mere, “perhaps Hesawk us.” It would be wise to do as the men of Nine
veh did, to repent and turn to God, even if you hathing better than, “who can tell?” to encourgga
in so doing. But since our Lord Jesus Christ, imdyfelt confident that seekers would find peand a
joy, and so would come to praise God, we have aoabinfort. He could not have been mistaken, rest
you sure of that, and therefore, seekers shall heagons for praising the Lord! It is from the féwat
He died upon the cross that it becomes certainttigaseeker shall be a finder. This it was whicldena
Him sustain the scorn of men, the faintness of, fer darkness of death, and the horror of desertio
because He knew that His prostration in agony, lisdyielding up the ghost would render it certain
that no seeking soul should ever seek the Lordain!l\Had there been no suffering Savior, there had
been no way to God. Had there been no dying Chiniste had been no living consolation! But now that
His atoning work is accomplished, and He has s#ids finished,” they shall live that seek Him, é&n
their lives shall be spent in His praise.

The subject of this morning is the plain statenwrihe text in which | shall handle in all simptic
of speech. “They shall praise the Lord that seek.HAnd you have here three things—the persons, the
promise, and the praise.

|. Observe first of all, THE PERSONS—"They shall peatbe Lord that seek Him.” Notice how
unrestricted the description of the persons ido#is not sagertain persons who seek God, lany per-
sons who seek Him shall ultimately praise Him. Yoy friend, among the rest! None are excluded
from the sweep of this precious promise, providesltare really seekers. In other matters many seek,
and but few find, but the rule of the gospel kingdis, “He that seeks finds,” and the rule has nepx
tions!

But what is meant by “seeking” the Lord? Who dre seekers to whom this promise is made? They
include, first,those who really desire to commune with G8dme, when they say a prayer, are satisfied
with the mereorm. But he who really prays, desiresdonversewith God in prayer—he longs that his
desires should be heard by the Most High—and teahiould obtain the needed blessings for which he
asks. No devotion can ever satisfy a true heartthatt which brings him into contact with the Most
High. We do not seek fine words in prayer. We dbseek choice music in praise. We do not seek the
church—we seek God—and when any man is really ameak&o seek after God, although he may know
but very little yet of the true faith, he has aigesvithin him to which the Lord always gives arsamr
of peace. You may be a stranger, and a foreigmeryau may have stepped in here, dear friend, quite
ignorant of the doctrine and teaching of the Loedus. But if in any nation any man shall reallyksee
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after the one only living and true God, he shateree further light, and shall ultimately come taige
the Lord!

Those who seek after God Himself very soon disctvat they are at a distance from Him, so that
one mark of a true seeker is that he is humbly @ons of his having gone astray from the Lord, his
God. What a man has, he does not seek after, antlisvklose at hand is not an object of search. But
when a man longs after God, there suddenly spupgs his soul a consciousness that he has departed
from the Most High. And he cries unto the Lord émiove the separating mountains, and to fill up the
dividing valleys—and he that does this, in verydiase the man who shall yet live to praise God!

The soul that ishy the Holy Spiritnade conscious of distance from God, if it islyeséeking God,
is anxious that everything should be taken awayckihreated the distance, and which keeps it apart
from God. If it is unpardoned sin, the true sed&ags for such forgiveness as God may justly gifv.
is the power of sin in his members, the earnedtesemies for power to overcome evehpughtof evil.
The awakened soul soon becomes conscious thangathparates it from God like the love of sin, and
therefore, it seeks to have sin slain, lust cradifiand the enmity towards God forever destroyeldo@®
we long to be delivered from every false way, frewery pollution, and even from eveappearanceof
evil which would tend to prevent our walking in Ipgpfellowship with God! We know that two cannot
walk together except they are agreed, and thereseeking after the Lord leads the soul to griewer o
sin, and to strive with all its might with holy Vence, to break away from pernicious habits whiictd b
it, and to tread under foot tendencies which waedd it astray. Are you conscious, dear friendswath
a seeking of God as this? Do you desire Him asvéagy watcher on the castle wall desires the mgrnin
light? Do you pray to have everything taken awaymryou which separates between you and your
God? Do you long for someone to bridge the chasm,ta bring you near to the Lord in spirit and in
truth? If such is the case, the promise of the igegertainly yours! “They shall praise the Loratlseek
Him.”

What the seeker longs for is that he may so apprtee Lord as to feel himself a friend of God, and
know that divine love is most surely all his owrh,@he sweetness of knowing that there is nothieg b
tween God and you but amity and love—that all thé past is forgiven, and even blotted out of the
Lord’s remembrance—and that now you may speak ta Without fear, and trust in Him without
dread! Atonement has removed His righteous wrathsattled fast His boundless love! Now you may
come and lie in His bosom, for it is yokather's bosom, and hide, even, under the dark shadow of Hi
wing, for it is yourFather’swing, and it will cover you from all harm evenasen covers her chickens.
It is the prelude of heaven to feel that—

“The God that rules on high,

And thunders when He pleases,

That rides upon the stormy sky,

And manages the seas,

This amazing God is ours!”
All His power is for our protection; all His wisdofar our direction; all His tenderness for our colas
tion; all His truth for our encouragement; all Kjisandeur for our ennobling, and all the infinity tis
nature for our eternal glorification! He wills thae should be partakers of the divine nature, anelld
ers in the divine blessedness. This is very swat, this is what the soul that seeks God is folhgwi
after. It aspires to walk with God, and to dweltlwsod. It longs to abide in Him, to be forever Hes
loved, to be accepted in Christ Jesus and to bedaihemore and more conformed to the divine image.
To be cleansed from everything which is alien ® dlesign and the nature of God and to be perfattly
one with God is our grand ambition! O beloved, iBia blessed longing for a soul to have and he tha
has it, by the grace of God, though he may mourdhlanguish now, shall, one day, praise and bless
God!

It may help you to discern whether you have socigings if | say that the man who really has them
is in earnest to seek after Godw. He hates the idea of postponement. A momentaydel a seeking
soul is a dreadful thought—he desires immediateatah—he would be reconciled to God at once! As
the hungry man does not wish the meal to be posthdmut would gladly be fed at once, so in the true
seeker his heart and his flesh cry out after GadtHe living God—even as the hart pants aftemibter
brooks, so does his soul pant after God. This éesiabiding, and cannot be turned aside to anaoiher
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ject. Not always can a man perceive this desirén wividness because he is in the world and his
thoughts must be somewhat diverted by his ordibaiginess and cares. But, still, the desire is away
alive in his soul and whenever the stress of wgrtdire is taken from his mind, his heart flies btaxks
longings and begins, again, to sigh and cry afted.Guch a man will break away from his fellows to
plead with God alone. He will be praying withoutrasch as the movement of his lips, even when he is
in company. He will lie at night tossing on his baad saying, “Oh that | knew where | might find
Him!” He will wake in the morning with this desisgrong upon him and will seek after the Lord as one
that searches for hidden treasure. This desirereameer the man who is subject to it. It overshaslow
his being and masters him completely! | have knawdeprive food of its tastefulness and home of its
comfort and make the seeker cry, “Woe is me uriihd my God! | draw near unto the gates of death
until He appears! Let others ask for the incredsi@r corn and wine, Lord, lift up the light ofoyr
Countenance upon me, for this, and only this, eghtent my soul.”

Now, beloved, all this seeking of the soul whidmalve feebly described prepares a man for praising
God when he finds mercy at the cross, as you wdtily see upon reflection. This is tHely Spirit's
way of tuning the harp for future psalmody. No necan praise God like the believer who has sought the
Savior, sorrowing as His mother and Joseph dithéndays of His flesh, and at the last found Hime Th
seeker knows the bitterness of sin and, thereferezan appreciate the sweetness of pardoning mercy.
He has been made to know his own lost estate armhrisequence, he will be the more rejoiced when
he isfoundby the Good Shepherd and restored to his homesbh@teat Father! He knows his helpless-
ness. No one knows it better, for he has triedwbeks of the law and failed. He has even tried pray
and gospel ordinances—but he has not succeedbdrmgo as to find rest unto his soul. He knows that
he is broken in pieces, all asunder and, therefeinen he finds his help in the Lord Jesus, evewln
feels himself to be such a helpless worm, whatspsaiChrist will have and what love in return fdr al
His gracious aid! The poor seeker has known irohis heart what he deserves at the hands of the law.
He has had a glimpse of the world to come and ¢n®rs of judgment and the burnings of eternal
wrath. And with the unquenchable fire scorching Vesy face, he must and will praise His deliverer
who has plucked him as a brand out of the burniighis seeking, | say, helps him to prize divinem
cy, when he receives it, and trains him to praise @ccording to the promise of our text, “They khal
praise the Lord that seek Him.” Never is a babéess to its mother as when it has just been restore
from a sickness which threatened its life. Neveesda father rejoice over his little child so mueh a
when he has been long lost in the woods and, aftezary search, is at last brought home. No godw is
precious to a man as that which he has earnedroyldlaor and self-denial—the harder he has toited t
gain it, the more rejoiced is he when, at lengthhhs enough to permit him to rest. No freedonois s
precious as the new found liberty of a slave, Hargement so joyous as that of one who has long bee
sitting in the valley of the shadow of death, boumdffliction and iron. No return to a countryse full
of delight as that of sorrowful exiles who come lbfom cruel Babylon, by whose waters they sat and
wept, yes, wept when they remembered Zion. “WhenLibrd turned, again, the captivity of Zion, we
were like men that dream. Then was our mouth filletth laughter, and our tongue with singing: then
said they among the heathen, the Lord has done tyiegs for them. The Lord has done great things
for us, of which we are glad.” If there are anyksss here at this good hour, | hope that if theyeha
seen themselves in the picture which | have oulitey will still further be enabled to take heand
be of good courage! | am laboring, this morningdtop words of consolation, even as the reapersnwh
Ruth came into the field of Boaz, let fall handfols purpose for her, that she might glean and metur
with a full portion.

Il. Now we come to THE PROMISE—"They shall praise tloed_that seek Him.” Blessed promise!

It is gradually, but surely, fulfilled.

First, it is fulfilled unconsciously while the man is sagk Did you ever think of this? Without
knowing it, the humble seeker adready praising God. That confession of sin which he matth so
many tears was a glorifying of God by bearing wsgéo the justice of God'’s law, and the truth @& th
charges which it brings against our fallen nattiky son,” said Joshua even to Achan, “I pray youegi
glory to the Lord God of Israel, and make confessiato Him.” There is a measure of true praise in
confession and it is as pure and real as that wdmgfels present before the throne of God! The sgeke
when he acknowledges that he deserves to be séetltis, in fact, praising divine justice—he isoad
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ing the Judge of all. Even though in so doing thera mixture of unbelief, and a forgetfulness thfen
attributes, yet there is a firm belief in divinesfloe, and a suppliant adoration of it which isffam be-

ing unacceptable. There is also in the seeker auneaf delight in God’s mercy, for while the paom-
smitten soul is craving for pardon, it confesseartilg how sweet mercy is, in itself, if it mightbob-

tain it, how gracious forgiveness is, how precitmgng kindness is if it might but be favored with
them. No living man has so keen an eye to the teaitiegbutes of God as he whose soul is covered all
over with wounds, bruises and putrefying soresufhoa sense of sin! Meanwhile, the seeking soul is
really praising the Lord Jesus by appreciatinggrexiousness of His love and the value of His blood
and saying within itself, “Oh that | might know tkalue of these in my own case! Oh that | could but
touch the hem of His garment for myself! Would Godid but know what it is to be washed in His
blood and to be covered with His righteousness!éréhis in all these emotions a measure of latent
praise none the less accepted of the Lord becausenot perceived by man. There is a precious fra-
grance of deep reverence and holy awe about arseekayers which render them sweet unto the Lord.
So, you see, the seeker is already praising Gogtlansl, in a measure, the promise is fulfilled.

But the praise exceedingly abounds when the desigranted As a bird lies hidden among the
heather but is seen when, at last, it is starttedl raade to take to the wing, so does praise takketo
wing and display itself when, at last, those wheksthe Lord are permitted to find Him! What thunder
claps of praise come from poor sinners when the hast found their all-in-all in God in the persoh
Christ Jesus! Then their joy becomes almost toomfioicthem to hold, vastly too much for them to ex-
press! Oh, the praises, the day and night praieesgontinuous praises which rise from the retugnin
repenting soul which has, at last, felt the Fatharims around its neck and the Father's warm kisses
its cheek, and is sitting down at the table whheeshtappy household eat and drink and are memais-
ing time has come, indeed, whénding time has arrived. Happy day! Happy day when wetméit
God in Jesus Christ!

Now, dear soul, the promise secures that stoall find God in Christ, because the promise is that
you shall praise Him—and you cannot praitien until you have found His grace and favorGhrist
Therefore | am sure you will enjoy salvation beftmeg! Oh, it is not to be thought of that a sdubsld
seek after God and not find Him! Imagine the penifgodigal son seeking after his father, reactmisg
father's house, searching in the chambers of higefs mansion, going abroad into his father’sdgel
and crying, “My Father, my Father, | have lost yMill you not be found of me?"—doing all this, |
say, and doing this by the month and the year begedind not finding his father, after all! Therens
such parable as that in Holy Writ, nor could thbee one—it would not be God-like or Christ-like!
There is nothing like it, as a matter of fact, sball there ever be, except whereliefcomes in and
wickedly misrepresents the Lord. My God, in Youivense You think of everything! The beast has its
lair and the sea bird has its home. The fish fitglfood and even the insect has a table providedt!f
And as for Your poor creature, man, though greathng, You do not forget him! You have made us
wonder that You are so mindful of him, that You éauch tender regard unto him, and do visit him so
graciously! It is not possible that any of all yareatures should be seeking after You like a dihiéd
cries after its mother in the dark, and not fincduYtor after all, You are not far from any of us!

God may try you, He may let you wait awhile befbie grants you the comforts of realized pardon.
There may be that about you, especially thdieliefabout you, which prevents your finding Him, but
found of you He must be and He shall be before!lddhich of you has a child who has offended you,
but who, with many tears, comes to you and sayg, Rdther, forgive me,” and you will not forgive?
You know that, for a while, you may chide and s&yje offense is great, it has been oft repeated. |
cannot readily pass by it this time.” But if youwesgour child still weeping and still with a brokaeart
imploring your favor, does not your heart yearnroen? Do you not long to say, “My child, | have
forgiven and forgotten your fault”? You know you!dind if you, being evil, know how to forgive your
children, how much more shall your heavenly Fathee pardon and free grace to them that seek Him!
You shall praise the Lord that seek Him! Lay hoidtbat promise.

Well, and when you have found Him, to the joy oliy heart, the promise of the text shall be ful-
filled in a third sensefor you shall go on seeking and you shall go oniging. Seeking the Lord is
sometimes used in Scripture as the aliagrior religionand it very aptly describes it, for our life con-
sists in endeavoring to know the Lord yet more arade. Now, since Christ has died, true religion is
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praise The genius of the Christian religion is joy, jpoper spirit is delight, and its highest exercse
praise! “They shall praise the Lord that seek Hilddw we go up to the house of the Lord with the
congregation of the faithful with songs of holy jdyow we draw near to the feast of communion at the
Lord’s table with delight and, before we depart, sikg a hymn. Now we go forth to the good fight of
faith and our battle song is a jubilant psalm! Ndowve even go to our beds of painful sickness amgl s
the Lord’s high praises there! Since Jesus died heaviness is dead, our murmuring is buried in His
tomb. Since Jesus endured the wrath of God, whah due to us, that wrath has passed away forever
and it is now the privilege, no, thileity of every Christian to rejoice in the Lord! Let #ike people praise
Him and let the redeemed of the Lord be foremoghénoy!

Nor is this all. There comes another day and amathate, when we shall be in another place and
then we shall praise the Lord, even we who seek Biwary soul that has sought God on earth shall see
Him and delight irHim in heavenWhat praises will you and | pour forth then! Téare reasons why |
consider myself to have been the greatest debt@otb of any man that ever lived—I can see special
undeserving in my own case and special mercieh@mpart of God towards me. | challenge you all to
bear witness that | am under bond to praise theenainthe Lord more ardently than you because | am
more deeply indebted to His grace. Each one of ybaye no doubt, cater to the same vein of thought
and not without reason. You will each feel as itiytad the most cause to magnify His blessed name
when you find yourself seated among the blood-wésred in your hands the palm branch of eternal
victory! Oh, what a song shall go up then! Whatdists of them that triumph, and songs of them that
feast” shall make heaven’s high arches ring in giadl day when “they shall praise the Lord thaksee
Him.”

What a promise this is! | leave it in your handsly remarking that it takes the most delightful
shape possible, because if you are a true sedlkething you want above all things is to be ablgltwi-
fy God! You desire to be pardoned and to be renewéeart with this objective—that you may be able
to render acceptable praise to Him whom you hatendéd. Well, that is the very blessing which is
promised you! “They shall praise the Lord that sei@k.” And it includes, of course, the removal from
your heart of everything that would prevent yousiging Him—and the breaking down of every barrier
that would keep you back from joining celestial ichavho, day without night, with their eternal sym-
phonies circle His throne rejoicing!

lIl. Thirdly, THE PRAISE. “They shall praise the Lordathseek Him.” What will the praise be
about? What will be the subject of the song? Aly hbave before me an utterly endless task if ltam
catalog the subjects of praise for a seeking stndnwit has found peace with God! Why, belowed,
praise Him to think that we found Him as we!@®me of you found Him so readily—you only heard a
sermon and that one sermon led you to Christ! Gtbéus did not find Him so soon or so easily and,
yet, we found Him in the very nick of time. Justemhwe were going to lie down in despair, when Satan
suggested that no hope remained, then man’s exyrevas God’s opportunity and we found the Lord
exactly to the tick of the clock at the best morh@&i¢ssed be His name! Oh, to find Him at all! How
great a blessing! If a man should lie a thousaratsyén the prison of despair, yet if he did butdfin
Christ, at last, it were worth while to have sufie@rthe thousand years of daily death! If we maydut
last say, “My God, my God,” with unfaltering tongaad a heart that feels itself reconciled to Hire, w
shall make it our heaven to praise Him with all ought!

The chief point of praise, perhaps, with most dawees ighat they found such a Savidur Lord
is represented as on the cross when He utterpithisise, “They shall praise the Lord that seek Him,
and when we find the Lord we always find Him in {Shupon the cross—and the atonement becomes a
chief feature in our joy. Do you remember the firste you had a view, by faith, of the IncarnatedGo
bearing human sin—when that grand doctrine of switisin flashed on your soul like the first sigtt o
the sun to a man that had been blind? Do you reraemben you first really knew that God did lay on
Christyour iniquities and thaHe was punished instead of you, so that you canryaanly possibility, be
punished, for it were unjust, twice, to exact tlematy for one offense? Did you ever get the gloiry
that light concentrated on your soul, so that yaavk, absolutely, that God, for Christ’'s sake had fo
given you and justly forgiven you because of theodlof Jesus? Did you ever drink in the meaning of
those words, “faithful and just to forgive us oursS8? Then | know after the first overwhelming irepr
sion of intense delight you did praise God, yesl, you have not left off doing so, for there is egloin
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that one simple fact to set you praising God thhmug the ages of eternity! Salvation by substituso
satisfies the conscience that it fills the heathwverflowing delight—
“The love | prize is righteous love,
Inscribed on the sin-bearing tree.
Love that exacts the sinner’s debt,
Yet, in exacting sets him free!
Love that condemns the sinner’s sin,
Yet, in condemning, pardon seals.
That saves from righteous wrath, and yet
In saving, righteousness reveals.
This is the love that calms my heart,
That soothes each conscience-pang within,
That pacifies my guilty dread,
And frees me from the power of sin.”

Oh, to think that such an one as Jesus should h®awior, that heaven’s Darling should condescend
to assume our nature and become bone of our bahélemh of our flesh! That He should live such a
life and die such a death! That He should presei@dd a work so perfect, without flaw, without ex-
cess! Is there not room for praises here? Now \weaarclean before the Lord because we have been
washed in Christ’'s blood, yes, we are as pure aseifhad never sinned! And standing arrayed in
Christ’s righteousness, we are more righteous, ,efam Adam before the fall, for he had only a homa
righteousness, but we haval@ine righteousness. In Christ Jesus, the second Adanarev@earer to
God than if we had been born of the first Adam whihtainted by sin! Now, there is a man who is akin
to God, even Jesus, our brother, who is also vaxy & very God. Man is exalted to the highest con-
ceivable degree in the person of Jesus Christ anlave become heirs of God, joint heirs with Jesus
Christ. As the seeking soul learns more and morthief it praises God more and more. Is it not so?
Does not your soul bless the Savior? Yes, andahgelr we live and the more we know about the Lord
the more we find causes for extolling Him! Indeederything around us, within us and above us seems
to suggest a reason for blessing His name!

Think of our securityat this moment and, again, praise God! Many a $@asgoeen poured from my
soul as | have remembered that my Lord has givea fife that cannot die—that He has written me on
His heart from where my name can never be eraseakH# has made a covenant with me to which He
has pledged His honor and His word! And He hasesegilwith His blood! | am His child and, by His
grace, | know that He never did and never canftear His heart’s love even the least of His chitdre
the mountains may depart, and the hills be remoliatithe covenant of His peace can never be re-
moved—for so He has declared—

“My name from the palms of His hands,

Eternity cannot erase!

Impressed on His heart it remains

In marks of indelible grace.

Yes, | to the end shall endure

As sure as the earnest is given!

More happy but not more secure

The glorified spirits in heaven:”
There is abundant raw material for praise in ai!tvhere can you find better? “They shall praise t
Lord that seek Him.”

Brothers and sistersye see cause for praise in the very fact that ve swsught the Lord at all
Think what it was which made us seek Him—what boneBeign grace? What bedewed our eyes with
the first tears of Repentance? What fetched fromsoul the first sigh of desire after Christ? WHat,
say, but GRACE? And from where came that gracdrbuat His eternal promise which He promised in
Christ Jesus before the world was? And from whiea¢ promise but from His divine sovereignty, even
as it is written, “I will have mercy on whom | wilave mercy, and | will have compassion on whom |
will have compassion”? Therefore let us glorify Higly name and think not of works or merits, or-any
thing in man that could have won for us the lovehaf Most High! Boasting is excluded, but praise is
secured! Give all the glory to His holy name foneard forever, and let the text stand true in yaase,
“They shall praise the Lord that seek Him.”

Volume 22 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 7




8 Good News for Seekers Sermon #1312

Our final thought on this occasion shall be, &gh things are so, let us praise the Lord, evewlwe
have sought Him! If our poor friends, the seekars,soon to bless His name, let us show them tlge wa
We sought and we found—Iet us magnify the Lordrated Do you think we praise our heavenly Father
half enough? Do we not rob Him of His glory by gegtdown in the dumps and giving way to care and,
perhaps, to murmuring? This is not the right sgoita Christian! Where there is so much undeserved
mercy, there ought to be more grateful joy! Do yomk we are demonstrative enough in our praise? |
am sure we are not! Few around us would ever didatwe were half as favored as we are! Do we
sing one-tenth as much as Christians ought to 3vighum over a tune, now and then, very quietly, bu
we are terribly afraid of being heard and of anngypeople. | do not find the giddy world much alrai
of annoying us withtheir songs—do they not wake us up at night with theawd discords? If we were
half as earnest as we ought to be, we should soregtiat least, make the streets ring with the gsa$
God! It would be well to be a little indiscreet as@nally and, now and then, provoke the charda-of
naticism, for this would be a proof of earnest enitg! Once, at least, in our lives we should let o
Lord ride through the streets, again, in publiartrph amid our own most hearty enthusiasm, till Phar
sees rebuke us and say, “Do you hear what the8&-say

“Oh, for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break!
And all harmonious human tongues
Their Savior’s praises speak.”
Yes, and all inharmonious tongues, too! Let alhtuees that have breath praise the Lord—
“Yes we will praise You, dearest Lord,
Our souls are all on flame.
Hosanna round the spacious earth
To Your adored name!”

May the Lord set our hearts on fire! May we bd &ilexulting praise, marching on with hosannas
and hallelujahs, magnifying, praising and extollthg Lord whom we sought in the hour of troubled an
whom we found in the day of His grace!

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 22.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—563, 775, 548.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574_Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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