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“I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not will lead them in paths that they
have not known; | will make darkness light beforedm, and crooked things straight.
These things will | do unto them, and not forsakieem.”
Isaiah 42:16.

This promise is not made to every blind man, aaltsorts of blind people, for there are some blind
people whom God does not lead. There is only aleaort of blind people to whom this promise is
given; that He will guide them and not forsake théfnyou go outside the Tabernacle, take the fuish
on the left and walk down what is called the Stofge’s Road till you come to the end, you may see
asylums built for three sorts of blind people. @uiyright hand you will have the Blind School. Tieat
for the physically blind—those who have lost thghsiof these outward eyes. On the left hand you wil
see the Bethlehem Hospital. That is for the mentalhd, who have lost the inner sight, and ar¢hia
more unhappy state of lunacy. Then straight bejore you will see the St. George’s Roman Catholic
Cathedral. That is for thgpiritually blind, whose case is all the more pitiable, beeahsse blind peo-
ple have blindeaders and their deluded souls are prescribed for bysjgigns who foster their delu-
sions. Now, the promise of divine guidance is rdutrassed to any of these. It is not necessarilgrgte
the physically blind, for, alas, some of them, ddi&ion to their loss of natural sight, are with@usight
of Christ. Nor is it given to the mentally blindyrfsome of them, before they lost their reason,rhade
ill use of it, and had despised the Savior; neithér made to the spiritually blind, for stronglasion is
upon them that they should believe a lie, and #tees; wander in the light as in the darkness, ange
like the blind at noonday. There is, however, arttokind of blindness which you, who are genuine
Christians, will attribute to yourselves. A painfexperience has made it clear to you. The pronsise i
made to the confessedly, thensciouslyblind—and | shall try to show that this fitly dedes every
Christian! Every believer in Christ is a withesgiwdt “judgement for which Christ came into thisrigo
that they which see not might see, and that thagiwéee might be made blind” (John 9:39). It isito
and to such as him, that the Lord has said, “I blhg the blind by a way that they knew not: IMélad
them in paths that they have not known.”

I. Our first inquiry shall be, WHO ARE THEY? Who ateete blind people?

We have already said they am@nsciously blind peoplend they confess that they were once totally
blind. Years gone by, before they knew the Sawioey knew nothing aright. Before the light from
heaven shone upon them they were in the gross esslof their natural state. Now, it is not everynma
thatknowsthat he is, by nature, in the dark—and whemdesknow it, he becomes one of the blind to
whom the Lord makes this promise! The Pharisegshnst’s day were as blind as bats, but they said,
“We see.” “Therefore,” said Christ, “your sin remsi’ They were the very people whom it was hard to
save because they were a seeing people in theirestimation. But the man who has been converted
knows, now, that there was no light in him by natuhat he did not understand anything aright, tieat
put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter, darknfsslight, and light for darkness. He knows that i
him—that is in his flesh—there was no good thingt &ll manner of corruptions, tendencies towards
evil, envy of mankind and hatred of God. Soul, hgwa ever seen your own darkness? Have you ever
seen that nature’s light is nothing better thanmghit? Have you ever been made to see that, asrd, w
through Adam’s fall, you were plunged into the stat the blind and could not possibly find your ®way
Well, if you are of that sort, the promise is maolgou!

These blind people, knowing their infirmity ancelieg their privation, recognize thathat they
thought was sight, before, was all delusidin, there was a time with me when | thought | wight-
eous. And as | looked upon myself | saw fair wiitten upon my loins, but now | know that it was my
blindness that made me think | was fully dresseémwhwas naked. | thought | had many goods, and
many treasures. | used to go from case to casespect my jewels. | would gladly persuade mysaeidt th
| was rich. But now | see that | was in the delmiof sin, and therefore, flattered myself that swigh
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when | was poor. | thought then, too, that | waggdya There was mirth and a frothy joy which | thbtig
well worth the having. But now | call that joy, rary, which is sinful, and that mirth to be wretched
ness, which is apart from God.

Now our eyes are open to see that we did not sédadiscover that it was all dark, and yet we
thought it light! Phantoms passed before us—meapesh of things that were not—but we counted these
to be substantial realities. Dear hearer, havediscovered that those bright eyes of yours which yo
used to possess, which made you see such rightessusnyourself and such pleasure in sin, werer aft
all, blind eyes and that you did not see at alt,Jwere duped and deluded, and under the witchofaft
Satan, fascinated by the world and beguiled by your corrupt heart? Well, if it is so, you are afe
those blind people who confess their blindnesgjttom the promise is most graciously made.

But I think | hear you say, “You are telling udhrer of blindness that we used to be afflicted with
than of one from which we are now suffering.” Wétle figure will not run on all fours; we must use
however, to set fortthe present trutland this is as it ought to be used. Surely, thergason, “blind,”
may well be applied to the Christian for this reasdéhat now he does not expect to see that upon which
he builds his hopeAll that he sees is nothing to him! That whichtashim substantial and real is that
which he believes. If you ask any believer whatdsts his hope upon, he will tell you that it ioomn
unseenChrist, “whom having not seen we love.” He willltgou that there is a promise, “Blessed are
they that have not seen, and yet have believedd’ fenhas realized the sweetness of that word. lde do
not rest his confidence on a crucifix which he sag with his eyes, but on the Savior who is na¢-her
for He is risen, and ascended into heaven! He doesest upon griest whose voice he can hear—a
man like himself—his confidence is in another gri@bo has gone within the veil and entered intc glo
ry! He depends no longer upon his own doings. Tihesean see, but what he sees of them makes him
despondent. He dares not rest in his own works-esis in the works of another who has gone up to the
throne of God, and carried a matchless righteogsmts Jehovah’s presence. He will tell you that he
does not even depend upon his deslings—he is very conscious that they are fickle—theyngwalike
the weather. As one day we have a little brightskure, and perhaps, in an hour we have a hailstorm,
and by-and-by are brought back to the very coldioter, so is it with our feelings. Our experiense
always varying and the man that knows himself ardgres not trust in his feelings, nor rely upos hi
experiences. No, he rests in the feelings of Hino wiveat great drops of blood in the garden! His con
fidence is in the anguish of one who was exceedisgirowful, even unto death, and not in his own an
guish. He rests in the death and resurrection—enatbunds and in the triumphs—not of himself in any
respect, but of Christ, whom having not seen, hertleeless trusts, and relies upon! Oh, it is adsd
thing to be thus blind, so that you cannot seegod in yourself, cannot see any good upon whiah yo
could rest—cannot discover, even in God’s work gfsam Christ—any foundation on which to build!
You cannot find in heaven or earth any prop anldupibr the soul, except Jesus crucified. Ranshek t
universe and where others can see grounds of entdthese truly blind men are unable to see any-
thing, and only say, “These we count dross and doagwe may win Christ and be found in Him, not
having our own righteousness which is of the law, the righteousness which is of God by faith.” Oh,
blessed blindness, never more to be able to seltarg ray of hope except in Christ—never moré&
able to find any confidence anywhere but in Him wh@od the Father has set forth to be a propitiation
for sin, through faith in His precious blood!

Moreover, besides this, these blind peoplecargent not to see a great many thinge that is blind
in the blessed sense knows that there are mamgstiwhich he cannot see and does not want to see. Fo
instance, he cannot see into the future. He leatles's to say, “Today or tomorrow we will go intach
a city, and continue there a year, and will buy seldland get gain.” This man is so wisely blindtthe
cannot presume to peer into tomorrow. He has badrid leave tomorrow with God, for “sufficient un-
to the day is the evil thereof.” | know some of thard’s people who look so far forward that theg se
great deal too much for their own peace of mindeylbatch a glimpse of trouble ahead and yet that
trouble will never come. Some of them see dreadigdsters which never happen! | have known some
good old people who were afraid that they shouldehia spend their last shilling and yet they |efipde
stores behind when they went home. | have knowreseho were afraid that they should live so long
that they would be a nuisance to their friends, yetdheir friends bewailed them when they, at, lfdt
asleep. | have known a Christian man dread whatdvoappen if—and that, “if,” was entirely his own
conjuring up. Some are afraid to die and they &tblousand deaths in fearing one! There will béeno
rors to them in death! There was one who used @ays in bondage through fear of death—he died
in his sleep and it would have been a good thimdniim if he had been so blind that he could nottkee
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thing he dreaded. Oh, it is a happy thing not taltle to see the trouble which, if wisely appoinisdis
wisely concealed, but to leave it all with God! Ybave enough to do to fight the battles of todagy- P
mit me to repeat a figure which | have often usefibte. When Leonidas and the Spartans went into the
narrow pass of Thermopylae, where their enemiefdamuly come up one or two at a time, they kept
the whole Persian host at bay. But, when afterwHrelg gave up in despair and rushed into the péain
fight the Persians, they soon fell. Now, if youlvgiland in the narrow pass of today and just meat y
troubles as they come, single-handed, in the ndn@od Almighty, who is your defender, you will be
sufficient for the evil as the evil will be suffemt for the day. But if you get to meddling with dile
troubles that may come to pass between now anddkiel2 months—you will soon compass your-
selves about with perplexities and plunge yourseiméo dismay! You had better let them alone. Be
blind to the future. Be happily blind and plead firemise, “I will bring the blind by a way that the
knew not.”

There are some other things, too, that these pkaghle know they cannot see. They are quite aware
that if they open their eyes ever so wide they wdler see clearly all thdeep secretghe profound
mysteries of God’s covenant. | know men who aresvistheir own eyes and very well assured of their
own intellects, who, while palpably ignorant of eytting that is rational, are conscious that thegw
everything that isspiritual. Their acquaintance with theology is thoroughlhha&xstive. They have
learned, long ago, to count five, to reckon therthair fingers ends—one, two, three, four, fivelesh
mystic fingers comprise all the doctrines of themg! They know them and they double up their fadts
the mention of any of those five points—and they rady to fight anybody about them. They are men
of a great deal of wisdom—seeing men—ybut | thimkan that gets a little nearer to God discovers that
he does not know everything and he is quite clearlte can no more compass the whole of diviné trut
than he can hold the ocean in the hollow of hisdh&have long felt that | shall never understaritere
the two great truths of God of free agency and gstdation meet. | believe them both—believe them
with equal faith—but how to reconcile them, | nader wish to know, because | do not think that God
intends weshouldknow! Oh, brothers and sisters, there is suchrgthAsprying when you ought to be
believing! Such a thing as forever quibbling and needingetowhere your faith has to acquiesce in be-
ing led blindfolded! And who would not wish to bénlal, if the blind man’s privilege is to be led by
God?Who is not willing not to see, if, instead of gegiwhich will always be fallible, there shall come
guidance from God which is constantly infallible?

Thus, you see, | have attempted to describe thies® people. | have not given a full descriptidn o
them but | hope there are some of them here. Theeypeople that feel their own weakness, their own
lack of knowledge, their ownothingnessThey are people that are willing to be led, wilito be guid-
ed. They are people that cannot see everythingdanabtexpectto see everything, but are willing to
walk by faith in the unseen God and to trust Jehaviaere they cannot trace His footsteps.

Il. Now let us consider THE PROMISE THAT IS MADE TO TNEWAhat shall be done for them?

Well, they have this pact of heaven for their sela-"l will bring the blind by a way that they knew
not: | will lead them in paths that they have nabwn.” Do you catch the idea? Do you discern the
sense of this gracious undertaking? If so, you rhastvonderfully struck with the condescending good-
ness of the Lord in thate offers to lead blind men! Certainly it is not affi@e generally sought! It is
not one supposed to be attended with any greatrhbnbit is a very kindly office and one which any
Christian may be right glad to render to his af#ict friend. But only think of God, Himself, comiagd
guiding the blind—leading His blind children. “I lWbring them,” said He. “I will guide them.” So ou
first thought is thatGod Himself will be the guide of His people whesytfeel their blindnesdie will
not leave you to stumble and to grope your way,withiHe bid you depend upon your fellow Christian,
who is as blind as yourself, bhie will be your guide. Think of it! Omniscience shalbw itself to in-
struct your ignorance! Infinite power shall stodytt you may lean upon its shoulder! Boundless love
shall deign without any degradation to take youh®yhand and pick your pathway for you! And infenit
patience shall continue to direct every step ofrymurse till you are brought to heaven at last!IAs
said, just now, who would not be blind if he cohlave God for his guide? Oh, blessed weakness that
links me to the strong! Oh, blessed poverty thaegime a lien upon Jehovah’'s wealth! Oh, blessed
wretchedness that issues in beatitude and conduet® the happiness and bliss of God! Beloved, as
you think of your own blindness, be comforted beedie sees. As you think of your own ignorance, be
cheered becaudde knows. And as you comprehend your own aptnestutatde, be of good courage
becauseHe faints not, neither is weary! There is no searghof His understanding. God will be their
guide.

Volume 22 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 3




4 The Blind Befriended Sermon #1310

And, being their guide;le will lead them in ways they never went befdtee beauty of the promise
appears in its special adaptation to meetpeculiar need—*1 will bring the blind by a way thiey
knew not.” Of course, when a blind man knows thg viee can almost go without a guide. Many of our
friends afflicted with the loss of sight find theuay, day by day, along the accustomed road. Aatkth
have been some that have been so expert, though bliat they could go over 50 miles of country, or
thread their way up and down the streets of a naliksiwalk in town, serving at each customer’s house
without ever making a mistake. In fact, they hafteroacted as guides to others, but, then, it veays
been along a way that they have known. And oh hlerstand sisters, there are many blind sinners here
tonight who, | have no doubt, could guide otherthimways that they know! They could guide othars i
the way of the drunk, in the way of the licentiousthe way of the swearer! They know that way very
well! | dare say they could guide young people itlte way of infidelity—put a thousand horrible
thoughts into their minds. But when the Lord takesh a man as that in hand, He does not lead fam th
way—He leads him in a way that he never went bé&fotg | remember being led by the divine hand
down the dark lane akepentancewith many a sigh and many a groan! | rememberd&d into the
more pleasant way déith by the same divine hand and brought to the Savieet. And since then |
have not known the way, have not expected to kriewtay—for the way of grace that lies before us
may be described as the Lord described the wagraél in the wilderness—“You have not passed this
way before.” It is anewway—and when God undertakes to be our guide,atl isew! Is it not written,
“Behold, | make all things new”? | hope that mariyus know what it is to be led in a way we have not
known. And | trust that others who do not know thmaay breathe the prayer at once, “Lord, lead me in
the way | have not known.” Somebody said, the otlight, that the way to heaven was very easily
learned. It is the first turn to the right and keep Well, that is very good, but | have heardesctibed
another way—out of self, into Christ—only one s&@ you are on the road to heaven! Out of self and
into Christ. It is a way that you know not, but thard will lead you in it.

Yet, although the way by which we go is a way thatknow notwe shall be led safely in ifor it is
not only said, “I will lead them,” but, “I wilbring them,” which is more. You may lead a man and still
he may be unable to follow you. You may be a gaoough guide, but his legs may fail him. Happily
the text says, “I will bring them,” that is to séy¥hey will assuredly follow where | effectuallydd.” O
believer, though you cannot see the way to heawest, implicitly in the Lord, your God, and you dha
surely find your way there, for He thk#gadsyou will alsobring you! There has never been a vessel
which sailed with Christ as a convoy that was cagatiby the enemy! There was never a pilgrim who
entrusted himself to Christ as a guide that lostway and stumbled to destruction. Now, as of old,
Lord Jesus Christ can affirm, “Of all that You hayieen Me, | have lost none.” He preserves His phee
He keeps them, yes; unto eternal life does He preskem. “Having loved His own which were in the
world, He loved them unto the end.” Blessed arg,ttieen, who, having no sight of their own and be-
ing, themselves, unable to find their way, aretingsin Him who has promised that He will effectyal
lead and bring them home!

Yes, and He will do this in the very narrowest sjalpo, for the text says, “I will bring them by a
way: | will lead them in paths.” | suppose a wayyrba descriptive of the high road and the path bey
like a track across the fields, over hedge anchdibwer stiles and down lanes, through the mire and
through the slough. Be it, however, along a higldror among by-paths, the Lord will lead them. Oh,
beloved, there are some very narrow ways in thes@m’s pilgrimage! Do you not, sometimes, hear a
sermon which makes you question whether you cdn bl a child of God? What a narrow way it is!
You thought, when the preacher discoursed the athgrabout free grace and dying love, what a glori-
ous highway it was, and you were running alon®itt now that he begins to preach about regeneration
the work of the Spirit, and its inward marks anddences, you are afraid, you hesitate, you staifid st
and wonder whether you are traveling in the rigreaion! The road seems so narrow! Well, then, you
must pray to your great guide, and say, “Lord, leelin the paths that | have not known. If therang
very narrow place; something very stringent andctgag, and testing, and trying—if there is some
high attainment that | have not yet reached; iféhe some sweet enjoyment | have not yet known,
Lord, lead me there.” You have the promise, thégperance rests with Him—-"I will lead them in paths
which they have not known.” So, you see, the biggsif the text is wrapped up in thigteu are to be
blind, and God is to be your guide! You are notvemt to see, but you are to let Him see for youu'Yo
who feel yourselves incapacitated by infirmity &vyde led by His unerring wisdom.

lIl. And this brings us, thirdly, to note WHAT SHALL CAMOF IT. What shall come of it? Why,
the Lord says, “I will make darkness light beforermn, and crooked things straight.” Where are you,
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brothers and sisters? Are you in a dilemma wheegyving is dark around you, where you see not your
signs and where you feel no sweet tranquilizingiasse? Presuming that you are one of the blind—
truly blind—it will not make much difference to ybDo you not perceive that? Why, should you or I,
who have sight of our natural eyes, want to reladould be of little use when the sun has gone down
“Between the lights,” as we say, there is a littlasted time—we cannot make out the letters. Well,
now, a blind man is as well off, then, as he ishia middle of the day! When you happen to be in the
dark you begin fretting and need a light. The blnan does not need a light—he is just as well witho

a light as with one. Thus it is a great mercy wized has so far enabled you to be blind—so littiedae
ing to see—that when it is all dark around you, yava just as happy as when it is all bright around
you—because when it was bright you did not wallsight—and now it is dark you do not need to walk
by sight, either! Oh, blessed is the secret aftivofg by faith, for as you turn to God in days ludppi-
ness and trust Him, so you likewise turn to Hindays of sorrow and distress. In trial or in triumygu

still trust Him! It is a dangerous thing to begmdraw your happiness from your circumstances. &her
by you will weaken yourself, for once having drakappiness from prosperous circumstances, you will,
with equal ease, draw unhappiness from adversangtances. But if the Lord has taught you not to
live according to the sight of the eyes at all, tautejoice in the Lord always, then you will beepared

to enjoy the same calm, the same peace and the lsa@ppeess whatever the circumstances. It was a
glorious speech of Job when he said, “Though Hgsglee, yet will | trust in Him.” Was it not as much
as to say, “l do not trust in Him because He gaeetime camels, gave me the gold, and silver, and the
sheep and oxen; | do not trust Him for them, though glad and thankful, and | do not trust Him be-
cause of the earrings of gold, and because ofethgect | had when | sat in the gate among thesogiz
but I trust Him, let Him do what He likes. If Healhtake all away, till there is nothing left, aatflicts

me till | scrape my sores with a potsherd, | wik melax my trust in Him. And since | never didgtun

my substance, or my health, though He goes fargtidly,and slays me, yet will | trust in Him.” Say
then, dear friends, is it not a sweet contentmieait loes not need to see? To be delivered fronetregr
and repining, knowing that He makes darkness lgfbre us, and why?—Because it is as light in the
dark as at any other time, and as safe to thosecedse to walk with the eyes, and only walk byhfait

Nor is this all the meaning we may extract outha$ gracious promise. If, my dear brothers and sis
ters, you are surrounded by the darkness of trotiist in God and the trouble will vanish. | da say
that thecauseof the trouble will vanish. Perhaps you will haweebear with that—but the trouble, itself,
will cease to trouble you. It will not touch youedrt any longer, and very likely the trouble, itsalay
go, and the cause of it may go, too, for when thellbrings His people to be resigned to what they
have to endure, He frequently does not call theentture it any longer. If you are in trouble, | can-
ommend to you, by experience, to be resigned. & mt as long an experience as some of the friends
with gray hairs and bald heads before me, butiebelthat they cannot contradict me when | say that
He is a faithful God. At any rate, of this | careaf confidently—

“When trouble, like a gloomy cloud,
Has gathered thick and thundered loud,
He, near my soul, has always stood;
His loving-kindness, O how good!”
Thus the light of His countenance has chased alnagarkness of my trouble.

And are you in the dark, child of God, throughease of sin? Some of our friends, you know, get up
so high in the scale of perfection that they ndnaare any folly or negligence to bemoan. Most obus
dinary people are afflicted, every now and therthwguch heart-searchings and such inward conflicts
that we walk in darkness and see no light. Somehthink the Bible was written for people like we,
rather than for our fine brethren, for it rathepabds in the details of such experiences! Shoutder
be my lot to get rid of all conflicts and all dadss, | shall be able to dispense with a greatqiatie
Book of Psalms. In fact, | do not know that | sltbaked anything particular except Solomon’s Song,
and | am afraid | could hardly get on with that;, éwen the spouse had to seek her Lord in the atzak
was unable to find Him, sometimes, when she had begary or remiss. But, oh, if you are dejected
by reason of darkness, dismayed with a sense pbosidistressed through soul-trouble, trust in your
Lord and you shall find ready reliefl—

“When we in darkness walk,

Nor feel the heavenly flame;
Then is the time to trust our God,
And rest upon His name.

And when your eye of faith is dim,

Volume 22 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 5




6 The Blind Befriended Sermon #1310

Still trust in Jesus, sink or swim;

Still at His footstool bow the knee,

And Israel’'s God your peace shall be.”
He will make the darkness light before you, whatestber sort of darkness may happen to befall you.
Only be as the blind man who does not need to sesttgave it all to Jesus—trust in His dear name
and He will make the darkness light before you.

And as we are delivered out of darknesssshall we be rescued out of difficultywill make crook-
ed things straight.” And God can make crooked thisigaight! Who among us has not got some crook-
ed thing or other to deal with? As they say thatehs a skeleton, somewhere, in every house,ese th
is a crook in every lot, and none can make straigtdat God has made crooked! Awkward embarrass-
ments and anxious perplexities full often driveta®ur wit's end until we do not know which way to
turn! To the right hand shall | go, or to the |leB8th seem equally blocked up! Shall | go forwasd,
shall | go backward? Both ways seem equally hazesidbhe judgment has lost chart and compass. And
sometimes a child of God really does not know wieabught to choose. He seems to be in a maze and
he has not a clue. The road goes in and out, badkveend forwards like a map of the wanderings ef th
children of Israel in the wilderness. “There,” ks, “what shall | do? “Well, dear brothers andess
the best thing to do in such a case as that i®toothing at all, but just to trust in the Lord! &l is
more wisdom in a quarter of an hour’s prayer thaard is in a quarter of a year’'s consultation with
friends. Oftentimes when we have sought couns¢hefliving God, He has befriended us. When we
have left things with Him, we have always gone Wwis®h, how He can make the most crooked thing
that ever did happen suddenly turn out to be thg steaightest thing that ever occurred for ourfargl!
| know that sometimes | have puzzled my head abouate difficulty in my Master’'s service—asked
opinions of lots of people, like a stupid—and | bayone home with my head aching in deeper uncer-
tainty than ever what to do. And | have never dieced how to unravel a knotty point by my own inge-
nuity—but | have always found that when |, at ldstnd my knees, by His grace, and say, “heavenly
Father, it is rather Your business than mine. fuge beyond me and | now leave it in Your harals t
guide me.” And when | have just put it up on thelshand said, “I will never take it down again wéwat
er happens,” it has gone all right. If | had marexad to manage it for myself it would have gonengro
enough. You are often, dear friends, busy in demgrself a mischief when eager to do the rightdhin
You do the wrong thing, after all, as though theege a fatality about it. “Stand still and see $laéva-
tion of God”; full often a hard lesson to learndaspecially to impetuous spirits, as some of aslaut
when it is learned, if we continue to practicenig shall find it the way of wisdom. Now, my deastsr,
do not fall in too hastily with that proposal whibas been made to you. Think it over first. Praguab
it. Just stop. You may get yourself into a worldraiuble. Young man, it certainly looks as if aywéne
opening was presented before you, but mind whatayeudoing! There is a fine opening for flies into
many a spider’s web—and they would be glad to indpening for getting out again! Just stop awhile.
Stand still and give reflection time to whispewywur ear. Do not delude yourself with flatteringions.
Confess that the eyes of your understanding ateatat blind. Let the Lord guide you! Do not have an
eye to your own advantage; do not have an eyea@pimion of this world. Seek first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness, and all things will gdl with you. Ah, they will call you such a fool nto
jump at that chance of commencing trade with a miha you know is no Christian. But you are told
not to be unequally yoked together with an unbelieWherefore, do not disobey your Master's com-
mand, | pray you! Just back out of it and give walfrup to be led and guided by the Lord Jesuss€hri
Himself, and you will go right enough. Here is arfeéhe benefits of being blind in this sense, dnd is
what shall come of it.

[\VV. And now, lastly, WHAT WILL BE THE END OF IT? Why ¢hend of it will be, if you can see
nothing, if you are blind and yield yourself to therd to lead you—Ileaving all that concerns youtie
counsel and His care, your life will be strewn witts mercies—fulfilled promises! “These things wiill
do unto them.” And you shall have a life of evetitag love, for He adds, “And not forsake them.” You
shall find God present with you as long as you!live

Never does a child of God venture everything g fut the venture answers! You that speculate—
| have no doubt that you find that your speculaiare as often bad as good. But if you risk evangth
apparently in your confidence in God, it is no spatton—it is a certainty! He will not fail you! was
greatly refreshed, yesterday, by what you may thanke a very small thing, but it was not small to
God. | was turning over our church books and | camthe year 1861, and somewhere in January there
is the record—"This church requires £4,000 in oridepay for the new Tabernacle, and we, the under-
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signed, not knowing where it will come from, fulbglieve in our heavenly Father that He will senallit

to us in the proper time, as witness our handsd there stands, subscribed, my hand and the hdnds o
my deacons, and the hands of my elders, and théshaina great many Christian women among us.
Well, | was pleased to see that we had thus putonfidence in God. There were one or two names
down there of very prudent brothers and sisterd,|laemember at the time | saw them sign it, | nas
ther surprised, because they had been doubting ohdke time whether we should ever get the mon-
ey—nbut they signed their names! A month or tworafsgds—say two months—there is this recorded—
“l, Charles Haddon Spurgeon, who am less thandhst lof all saints, set to my seal that God is, fiare

He has supplied us with all this £4,000.” And tHeliows a fresh minute like this, “We, the under-
signed, hereby declare our confidence in Almighbd®vho has done to us according to our faith, and
sent us, even before the time when we needed ihatl was needed. We are ashamed of ourselves to
think that we ever had a doubt, and we pray thamag always confide in Him in all things from now
on and forever.” And then there is a long list igihatures. Some of the names down there are ttfose o
people whom | can see now. You put your names dibwere thanking God that faith was honored.
Well, brothers and sisters, we have had a good mam@s to do something like that for large amounts,
as a church, but has the Lord ever failed us yet2N And He never will!l And you may depend upon it
that in your business, in your household affamsyaur spiritual struggles, if you will trust Gode will

be as good as your trust and better! You will ndaeable to say, “I rested in Him, and was asharhed;
trusted in Him, and | found His promise fail.” Mingou must have a promise to rest on. You must not
go and ask the Lord for every whim you like to gab your heads. But, if He has promised it to you
and you can plead a promise, and it is for Hisygéord you know it is, then see if ever He will rtogck!
Search this book, given by inspiration, and seethdreever a promise of His did fail. Turn, then, to
your own lives, by strange experience led, and ansis question: Has He ever been a wilderness unt
you? Has He ever been a dry well, or a cloud thatk@ad you and yielded you no rain? You have trust-
ed in men and you have met your reward, for, “Cditséhe that trusts in man, and makes flesh his’arm
But when you have trusted in God, have you not aneery different reward? And can you not say,
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and sehlsope the Lord is™? There, you see, you have got
this—“These things will | do unto you.” If you caunst trust, the promise will be fulfilled!

Then the last clause of the text is peculiarlypingng: “And not forsake thef “And not forsake
them.” This is no vain tautology. | think that therd’s people are subject, at times, to a suddettefl-
ing of heart, a nervous depression of spirits aggeat trembling just when their faith has beethe
fullest exercise and the goodness of God has b&st conspicuously displayed to them. And | do be-
lieve that this little sentence is intended to berece a powerful tonic and an efficacious sedatvay
is it used? Did it arise from weariness of thelil@sthe case of Elijah? You remember how he showed
his zeal for the Lord of hosts on Mount Carmel? Yemember how vehemently he contended with the
prophets of Baal—how signally his prayer was ansdevhen the fire of the Lord fell and consumed
the burnt sacrifice and the wood and the stonestladiust—and licked up the water that was in the
trench? You remember how he brought down the pitsptfeBaal to the brook Kishon and slew them
there? And you remember how soon, afterwards, h# welay’s journey in the wilderness, sat down
under a juniper tree, requested that he might déesaid, “It is enough. Now, O Lord, take away my
life, for I am not better than my fathers”? He hadch fear, but there was no danger that the Lord
would forsake him. Or it may be that this strangedr is the reaction and result after intensetexci
ment. David had been again and again deliveredbtite hands of Saul and had heard his old enemy
acknowledge that he had sinned and played theafublerred exceedingly. Yet he went on his way and
said in his heart, “I shall now perish one day g hand of Saul!” But was he forsaken of God? Had h
any real cause to suspect such a climax to thed.delings with him? Far from it!

I do not know, but | am prone to attribute thiarfesometimes, to the infirmity of age—when decay
creeps over the mortal frame and the soul sympeghiath the weakness of the flesh. The Psalmigt, as
have already intimated, touches all the keys of dnupassion and all the moods to which believers are
subject. Certainly his faith was in full vigor whée said, I' will go in the strength of the Lord God. |
will make mention of Your righteousness, even afsronly” Nor could his gratitude have been at fault
when he reviews his life from childhood to advangedrs, saying,0 God, You have taught me from
my youth, and up to now have | declared Your wamslngork$’ But you can never forget the impas-
sioned prayer that followed, “Now, ALSO, WHEN | AMLD AND GRAY-HEADED, O GOD, FOR-
SAKE ME NOT!” Just ring this bell once or twice,ighsilver, this delicious silver bell—*These things
will I do unto them, and not forsake them.” Theylwet get into trouble. Their friends will desenem
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as the leaves are gone from the trees in winteéy,says the Lord, “I will not forsake them.” Theyliw
be very sick and they will lie in bed till the bgdts hard beneath them, but, “these things wid udto
them, and not forsake them.” They will come to diel the devil will tempt them. Flesh will be very
weak and their bodily pains distressing, but, “eh#sngs will | do unto them, and not forsake tHem.
They will pass through the river, and they willrefan Judgment, but still, as it is written so $litabe,
“these things will | do unto them and not forsakem.” Go on, beloved! Go on, beloved! Though blind,
and you cannot see your way, go on, beloved! Inddomé and crooked paths, go on, beloved! For as
surely as you trust in God, God will fulfill evepromise of His to you—and to the last these shall b
His words in your ears, “And not forsake them.” Fomwill not fail them or forsake them.” is His pm-
ise to His people. Throwing that grateful reflentimto a verse—the verse of a familiar hymn, | will
conclude—

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,

He will not, He will not, desert to his foes.

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake

He will never, no never, no never forsake.”

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—ISAIAH 43.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—23, 741.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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