Sermon #1293 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

THE UNKNOWN WAYS OF LOVE
NO. 1293

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, MAY 14, 1876,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Jesus answered and said unto him, What | do you
know not now; but you shall know hereafter.”
John 13:7.

THESE words of our Lord were spoken in answer tieiPeexclamation of surprise, “Lord, do You
washmy feet?” It was a very natural expression of astumisnt, and one which deserved no censure,
but at the same time it was not a very wise renfarkalthough it was a marvelously condescending ac
for the Lord Jesus to wash His disciples’ feet, td€l already performed a greater condescension by
coming upon the earth at all in the form ahan For the Son of the Highest to dwell among moritals
a human body, capable of being girt about withveetpand able to take a basin and pour water tnis i
a far greater marvel than that He should, beingan, ieave the supper table and act as a msanaant
by washing His disciples’ feet! Had Peter underdtadat his Master had prophesied and explained to
him, namely, the Lord’s approaching sufferings aeeth, he would have seen that for his Master to
take a towel and basin was little compared with kasing our iniquities laid upon Him, and being
made a sacrifice for sin! It surprises you muckde the Lord of glory wear a towel—does it not aenaz
you still more to see Him clad in the purple rolbenmckery? Are you not still more astonished to see
His clothes stripped from Him, and to hear Him apon the cross, “I can see all My bones: they look
and stare upon Me”"? It is amazing that He shoute the basin in the upper room, but surely it was
more extraordinary that He should take the cupéngarden, and drink in its full bitterness till Blgeat
as it were great drops of blood falling to the grduTo wash the disciples’ feet with water was @ity
a surprising action, but to pour out His heart'sdd to wastus all was by far the greater, for this in-
volved His death, His making His grave with the keid, and His being numbered with the transgres-
sors! The expression of Peter is thus seen to benatural, but not very profound. Dear brotherd an
sisters, do you not think it very likely that ouefty pious speeches, which strike us as very preyel
seem to our friends to be very commendable, wi# ohthese days appear to be mere baby prattling,
and do even now appear so to the Lord Jesus? Thosee sayings and holy sentences which we have
read with admiration, and greatly valued; even ¢hae not like the words of Jesus for solid intdns
weight and worth, but may in other lights appearléss beautiful than they do now. | have myself
proved in different humors and frames of mind tim&t very things which struck me as being so very
deep and gracious have at other times appeared tmd>sided, shallow, or questionable. Kiewin
part, andorophesyin part; our highest attainments here are thodutlefchildren, and even for the close
student, the deeply experienced Christian, the radte man of years and the graciously anointed in-
structor of the churches, there is no room for bogs

Note next, that our Savior answered Peter’'s spaetiie words of the text which are as admirable
for their tone as for their matter. Which should agenire the more in this reply, its meekness omiag-
esty? To Peter’s ignorant simplicity how gentle ide“What | do you know not now; but you shall
know hereafter.” And yet how royally He confrontst&’s objection, and how distinctly His majestic
Personality puts down the too conspicuous indiVituaf Peter! “What | doyou know not now.” How
perfect the blending of the majesty and the meeknatho shall tell which of the colors is betterdai
on? This isalwaysthe way of our Lord Jesus! You shall find, throdidgd, beloved, that whenever Jesus
Christ comes to rebuke you, He will do so poweyfldut gently; He will speak as a friend, and as a
king. You will feel both His love and His authoritgnd acknowledge the power of both His goodness
and His greatness. His smile shall not make yoaymme, nor shall His royal glance cause you to trem-
ble. You will find His left hand supporting you wWdiin His right you see His imperial scepter. Bagks
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Savior, are You more meek or more majestic? We atai@fi, but certainly to our hearts You are both
kind and kingly, sweet and sovereign, graciousgodous!

|. Let us now come to the words themselves. We hawkeld at the occasion of them, and at the
manner of them, and we will now weigh their matidre words themselves have suggested to me many
thoughts, and among them, first, that IN OUR LORMD®INGS THERE IS MUCH WHICH WE
CANNOT UNDERSTAND. Our text is not merely true abolle washing of the feet, but it is true con-
cerning all that our Lord does—"What | do you knoat now.” We may know thexternalpart of what
He does, or think we do, but there is more in Kisoas than any of us can conceive. The externabis
all; there are wrapped up within the mercies whighperceive other and yet greater mercies as yet un
known to us. You traverse the soil of Canaan, dahits rivers, and are refreshed by its corn amaew
and oil, but the goodly land has hidden richesstitmes are iron, and out of its hills you may loligss.
The brooks of which you drink derive their coolesiters from springs which have tapped “the deep
which lies under.” If you know in some measure whegus does, the whole mystery is not altogether
laid bare to your eyes; there are folds of His rfuddhigrace which as yet are unopened. The worleef J
sus is beyond you—it is lower than your fall, highlgan your desire; it surpasses you and is alkayet
too high for you! You simply cannot attain to iteasurement. Who can by searching find it out unto
perfection?

Our lack of knowledge of the divine doings is al&isubject, and | shall not attempt to explore its
boundaries, but shall restrain myself by the t&utthers and sisters, there are many things that Go
does which we cannot understand now, and probabigrmshall. For instance, why did He permit evil,
at first, and still tolerates it? To this inquityet divine answer would be “What | do you know not.”
Leave that alone! It is our highest wisdom to b@ormgnt where God has not enlightened us; it istgrea
folly to pretend to know when we do not; there $§vet a man, nor evavill live a man, who has even
an approximation to an understanding of the dregsteny of the existence of moral evil! The bottom o
this abyss no mind can reach! He is foolhardy wiiatures on the plunge. Leave this dread secregalon
you cannot endure the white heat which burns arourfdany a man has lost the eyes of his reason
while trying to peer into this fiery furnace; whadve you to do with that which God conceals frora%0
It is God’s business, not yours! The thing was doefre you were born, and He who permitted it can
answer for Himself if He cares to do so. And, witlgard to predestination—that God ordains all thing
and has before His eyes the chart of everythinghths been, is, or shall be is most true! But whows
the depths of foreknowledge and destiny? To sitrdand pluck the eternal purposes to pieces, to-ques
tion their justice and impugn their wisdom is bédHy and audacity! Here the darkness thickens, and
out of it comes forth the proclamation—*What | douyknow not.” The things which are revealed be-
long to us and to our children—but as to the urmtag if it is to the glory of God to conceal anitj let
it be concealed! Jesus has torn the veil of thg plalce, and into the secret of divine love you maw
freely enter, but other veils which He tears nat, ynay not touch. Some truths of God are closed up
from our understanding even as the ark of the canvewas shut against prying eyes. Let us not \golat
their sanctity lest we meet the doom of the memBethshemesh, but let us zealously guard them as
priceless treasures that we may obtain the blesgmch rested upon the house of Obededom. The same
remark applies to the great designs of God in plenvte. He is pleased in prophecy to tell us what He
has meant by His providence, and perhaps it wilbthe of the enjoyments of the future state to kee t
hand of God in the whole current of history, butlelncidents are occurring we must not expectrte u
derstand their drift and bearing. The wonderfulespy of human history, all woven in the loom of
God’s infinite wisdom, will astonish both men anthals when it is complete; but while it is yet umfi
ished it will not be possible for us to imagine tt@mpleted pattern. From between those wheels of
providence, which are full of eyes, | hear a vaitech says, “What | do you know not now.”

So we will confine ourselves to the loving actgled Lord Jesus Christ, since what the Lord was do-
ing with Peter was not very mysterious, nor a defetanscendent power, nor of stern justice. He was
humbly girding Himself with a towel and pouring wainto a basin to wash his followers’ feet. It veas
very simple matter, and evidently a very gracidirsd, and condescending act; but yet, even conegrni
that, Jesus said, “What | do you know not now.”
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My brothers and sisters, even the acts of our Lasls Christ in His loving condescension we do
not fully understand. Ah, think a minute—how can?wi2oes not our Lord’s love always surpass our
knowledge, since He Himself is the greatest ohajlsteries? Let me read these words to you—"Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things inis Kands, and that He was come from God, and went
to God; He arose from supper, and laid aside Hisgats; and took a towel, and girded Himself.” Do
you understand the higher and the lower pointshief transaction? You must comprehend thzoth
before you can see what He has done! “Jesus, kgothigit the Father had given all things into His
hands.” Can you see the glory of this? Jesus owl laas conscious that His Father had made Him
Head over all things to His church, and that He lla&dl the government upon His shoulders, and given
Him the key of David that He might open, and no rehat, and shut, and no man open. He knew assur-
edly that at His belt swung the keys of heavendgath and hell, and that having fulfilled the corsimi
sion of the Eternal God He was about to return ithrone. Have you grasped the idea? Do you per-
ceive the glory of which Jesus was conscious? Uf lyave done so, then descend by one long sweep—
He, this Lord of all, having all things in His handakes off His garments, foregoes the commorsdres
of an ordinary man, and places Himself in the usslref a servant, and He wears a towel that He may
wait upon His own disciples! Can you follow Him fmosuch a height to such a depth? A superior in the
East never washes an inferior's feet—Christ act$ He wereinferior to His friends! He acts as if He
were inferior to those podishermen;those foolish scholars who learned so slowly, aid whom He
had spent so much time, and yet they did not knam-Hthose 12 men who soon forgot what they
knew, and needed Him to explain again and agame, lipon line, and precept upon precept! Having
loved them to the end, He stoops to the extremstamping, and bows at their feet to cleanse their d
filement! Who, | say, can compute the depthhi$ descent? You cannot know what Christ has done for
you because you cannot conceive how high He isdtymd; neither can you guess how low He stooped
in His humiliation and death. With an eagle’s wiwu could not soar so high as to behold Him as God
over all, blessed forever, sitting at the right dhari the Father, the adored of cherubim and senaphi
Nor could you dive, even if you dared to take angkiinto the abyss, until you reached the depth of,
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me!” And ygbu mustsomehowknow the interval, | was
about to say the infinity, between these two poaitheight and depth before you can know what Jesus
has done for you.

Moreover, think awhile. Was anything that Jesukutiderstood while He was doing it? He is born a
baby in Bethlehem, but who knew what He did in ti@nger? A few shepherds, and two or three fa-
vored saints discerned the Savior in the babytdtite mass of mankind He was unknown. God came
on earth, and angels sung His advent, but O egotlr, Lord might have said to you, “What | do you
know not now.” He lived here the life of a carpeigeson—that life was the most august event in all
human history, but men knew not what it was or whateant. “The world knew Him not.” He came
forward to preach the gospel—did they know whoaswhat spoke as never man spoke? Did they com-
prehend what He spoke? Ah, no, for He was hid ftioir eyes! At last He laid aside the life He had s
strangely taken—who knew the reason of His deatbnugme cross? Did even His disciples know,
though He had told them? When the earth shookgaanes were opened by His last cry, did even His
own followers understand what a sacrifice had beféered? No, and until the Spirit was poured upon
them from on high they did not comprehend thateitdoved Christ to suffer. He could say to each of
His own disciples, of all that He had done, “Whdblyou know not now.”

This is true too of every separate gift which bard’s love has given to His people. You have been
justified in Jesus Christ, but do you fully knowetivondrous righteousness with which justificatign b
faith has endowed you? You are accepted in thevbd]dut did any one of you ever realize what tbis
have full acceptance with the Father? | know yoweh@alized the fact, and rejoiced in it, but hgwa
known,yes,can you know the full sweetness of its meaning? Yaare with Christ, and members of
His body; do you comprehend that? You are jointsheith Christ! Do you know the full significance
of that? He is betrothed to you in an everlastiragriage! Do you know what that means? Ah no, these
wonders of His love, we hear of them, and we belignem, but, “What | do,” He said, “You know not
now.”
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Our Lord is doing great things by way of prepanrggfor a higher state of existence! We shall soon
be rid of this vile body, and be released from tlasrow world; we are going to a sphere more siited
our heaven-born life where we shall be the comrafl@emgels, and commune with the spirits of the jus
made perfect—and serve the Lord day and night sntétnple. But what glory shall be, we do not know,
for the ear has not heard it, nor the eye beheldoit the heart conceived it. As for the preparegio
which are going on within us to make us ready fos sublime condition, we know that they are being
carried on, but we cannot as yet see their cotliee, separate tendencies, and their ultimate ssskige
instrument does not comprehend the tuner! The tdetehes harsh sounds from those disordered
strings, but all those jarring notes are necessatlye harmonious condition which He is aiming to-p
duce; if the discords were not discovered, the mafkthe future would be marred. My brothers arsd si
ters, concerningll that Christ has done it is true, “What | do yowknnot now.” Oh, if His work were
little we could measure it! If His love were scamtg could know it! If His wisdom were finite we ddu
judge it! But where everything is past finding oarho can pretend to know? Remember, that in odr sal
vation Christ Himself is the sum and substanceét évery attribute of His divinity is brought inexer-
cise to the fullest, He makes it His glory, cougtour salvation to be His coronet and crown jewate
therefore it is not at all marvelous that we shawdtl know what He does.

[I. Our second thought is a sweet one. OUR LACK OF URBEANDING DOES NOT PRE-
VENT THE EFFICACY OF OUR LORD’S WORK. “What | do wknow not now.” Peter does not
know what Christ is doing when He washes his fieet,the Master washes them just as clean whether
Peter understands it or not. Jesus did not sayré&Peter, you do not understand what | am doyng b
washing your feet, and so | shall not wash thenil yati do.” No, no; He moves on with the basin and
towel, and washes them clean, though Peter doesnoat why. Is not this a great mercy, brothers and
sisters, that the blessings which Christ bestowsugs are not dependent for their efficacy upon our
capacity to understand them? Just look out a Iitthe world and see how true this is. A mothes her
little child on her lap, and she is washing itsefaihie child does not like the water, and it crids, Ba-
by, if you could understand it you would smile! Tétald cries and struggles in the mother’'s arms,itou
is washed all the same—the mother waits not forcthlkel to know what she is doing, but completes her
work of love. So is the Lord often exercising dviacts upon us, and we do not appreciate thenmeneit
are we pleased; perhaps we even strive againstétis of love, but for all that, He perseveres amuh$
not away His hand because of our crying. Doesrg®e understand pruning? Does the land comprehend
plowing? Yet pruning and plowing produce their goedults! The physician stands at the bedsideeof th
patient and gives him medicine, medicine which npalatable, and which in its operation causes the
patient to feel worse than he was before. The srfisannot understand this, and therefore he duaws
happy conclusions. But the power of the medicinesdaot depend upon the patient’'s understanding its
gualities, and therefore it will do him good, thbug puzzles him by its strange manner of workiifig
fool eats his dinner, it will satisfy his hunger msich as if he were a philosopher and understoed th
processes of digestion! This is a great mercy of,Gor the most of men can never become philoso-
phers! It is not necessary for a man to be leamekde nature of combustion in order to be warmgd b
the fire. A man may be ignorant of the laws of tighnd yet be able to see. He may know nothing of
acoustics, and yet be quick of hearing. A passengar does not know a valve from a wheel, enters a
carriage at the station, and he will be drawn ® journey’s end by the engine as well as if he were
learned in mechanics. It is the same in the spirés in the natural world. The efficacy of spiaitforc-
es does not depend upon our capacity to understema. | have mentioned this very simple fact be-
cause it really is necessary for us to remembé&¥&.know so much, or think we do; we think it se es
sential that we should form a judgment of whatltbed is doing.

Ah, dear brothers and sisters, there are morengalsthings than this! It is better to trust, tabsit,
to obey, to love, than to know. Let the Lord aloHie; is doing rightly enough, be sure of that. Istble
be questioned and questioned agaiugyAre we to judge His judgment? Dare we demand answers to
our impertinent inquiries, and say, why this andywihat, and why the other? Were He a God if He
would submit to such examination? If we call owsslHis disciples, how can we justify a spirit whic
would arraign our Lord? Be still and know that lHe3od! What more would you know? Remember that
the things which you understand are for your gdmd they can only bring you a small amount of bene-
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fit because they must be in themselves small, arwould not be able to measure them. When a great,
deep good is coming to you, you will not be abledmprehend it, for your comprehension is narrow:
yet it will be none the less but all the more asbieg because you know it not! Joseph is gonehanel

is his bloody coat. “Without doubt he is torn ireges! All these things are against me! Ah, how my
heart is broken with the loss of my darling childannot understand it; it cannot be right.” S&ggboor
Jacob, but ivasright, all the same for that! Joseph was on the soad to Pharaoh’s throne, and to
providing for his brethren in the land of Egypt. Bds with you, my brothers and sisters, underryou
present trial and affliction; you cannot understéntbw, but that does not make a pennyworth dedif
ence! It is working out for you a far more excegdamd eternal weight of glory! Be content to lathfa
rule, and knowledge wait, and what you know not ryow shall know hereafter.

[ll. A third thought is that OUR NOT BEING ABLE TO KNOWHAT THE LORD DOES
SHOULD NEVER SHAKE OUR CONFIDENCE IN HIM. | hopegdr brothers and sisters, our faith in
Christ does not rest upon our capacityitmlerstandvhat He does! If so, | fear it is not faith at, dut a
mere exercise of self-conceited carnal reason. Sbimgs which the Lord has done bear upon theiy ver
forefront the impression of His infinite love, biubope you know enough of Him now to be able to be-
lieve that where there are no traces of His loyeaggnt to you, His love is as surely there. | @an
that part of my text which runs thus, “WHadlo.” This washing of the feet was not being dopdBhar-
tholomew, or Nathanael—it was the personal achefliord Himself. Now, when the Master and Lord
is doing it, who needs to raise a question or @gest an inquiry? It must be right if He does it—to
guestion His conduct would be an insult to His rstgelove. Do you know Christ? Then you know the
character of His deeds. Do you know your Lord? Tyam are sure that He will never act unkindly, un-
becomingly, or unwisely. He can never send a nesdierrow, or wantonly cause a tear to flow. Can
He? Here, then, is the question, not—why is it @srbut, who is doing it? And if the Lord is doing it
we can have no doubt about the excellence of HiggdeWe believe that He is right when we cannot
see that He is right. If we do not trust Him faybed what we know, it will show that our confiderine
Him is very limited. When a person only obeys arothecause he chooses to obey, and sees it a proper
thing to do, he has not the spirit of implicit otte at all; and when a person only confides wtlaar
as far as he can see that he is safe, he is gstramimplicit confidence. Confidence has its sphee-
yond the boundaries of knowledge; where judgmeaseg, faith begins. “What | do you know not
now.” Ah, most beloved of our souls, You spoketiigh in that, but we can reply to You that we know
and are sure that what You do is supremely good!

I\VV. Fourthly, OUR LACK OF UNDERSTANDING AS TO WHAT OURORD DOES GENER-
ALLY SHOWS ITSELF MOST IN DEFERENCE TO HIS PERSONAREALINGS WITH OUR-
SELVES. “What | do you know not now” refers to Hisashing Peter’'s feet. Brothers and sisters, if
there is anything which we are not likely to undiensl thoroughly well it is that which has to dohwit
ourselvesWe are too close home to see clearly. In thie tas looker-on sees more than the player. We
generally form a better opinion of the charactesifion, and needs of another than we do concerning
ourselves. It is said of Moses’ face that everysae it shine but one man—and that was Moses—for he
could not see his own countenance. So also if dasrface is black, it is black to everybody but him-
self—he does not see his own spots. We cannot &mearate estimates of ourselves, and so we must
not expect when Christ is personally dealing wehthat we should be able to understand what He doe
to us. Besides, if the Lord is dealing with us mafflicting way, we are generally in an unfavoeabl
state of mind for forming any judgment at all, lggias a rule, too disturbed in mind by the afftioti
itself. When a hospital patient is under the knife,is a poor judge of the necessity of the opamadr
the skill of the surgeon. Later, when the wound lnealed, he will judge better than he can do when t
knife is just cutting through nerve, and sinew, adode. Judge nothing before the time! You are m@t i
condition to judge, and therefore do not attemptMhen you are smarting under the rod, your opmion
estimates, and forecasts are about as much topeadied upon as the whistling of the wind or théndas
ing of the waves. Cease from judging, calculatany] foreboding—believe that He who ordains our lot
orders all things in kindness and wisdom!

| do not wonder that Peter was puzzled and coatdunderstand his Lord’s procedure, for it is al-
ways a hard thing for an active and energetic nonske the wisdom of being compelled to do nothing!
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Here is a man who can drag a net to the shorefuilg fishes, and instead of using his strengéhish
made to sit still and do nothing! Peter, the hardgorous worker, must sit down like a gentlemanao
cripple, and do nothing! He does not understandidsebeen very useful, and he thinks he could be us
ful now. He could at any rate wait at the tablecary the basin, or wash his fellows’ feet if iust be
done. But he is bound to sit still and do nothiagg he does not understand it. Brothers and sisters
hardest work a man has to do who wants to servédhe Jesus is to stand aside in forced inactivity,
and take no share in what is going on! It is hare¢ put on the shelf among the cracked crockeny, a
to be of no more use than a broken vessel whilggetfeel you could be useful if you had but stténg
to leave your chamber. The proud idea that you e wonderfully useful tempts you to repine at
being laid among the lumber, and you feel it tabheery mysterious business altogether.

Then, what is worse, not only can Peter not ddrang, he is aeceiverfrom others, and must be
waited on by them, and chiefly by his Master, whioenat other times loved to serve! To have his feet
washed must have appeared to a hardy fishermarréker, a strange luxury. He would say, “Cannot |
do it myself? | am not used to be waited on.” Tiatsere, and, while doing nothing, to be also esgro
ing the care of another, must have been a unusséign to him. It is very unpleasant for an actman
to be unable to work and to be dependent upon ®tbeevery little detail and necessity of life. bor-
row other people’s strength, and tax other peopial®, is not desirable. To stand in need of arsiou
prayers, and to awake pitying thoughts, seemsgrém those who have been accustomedbtoather
than to suffer. “Why,” you seem to say, “I haveymd forthem!l have worked for them! Are they now
to pray and work for me? | have fed the sheeptleeheep going to feed me? | have washed thessaint
feet; are they going to wash mine? Am | to be ddpahupon others, and not be able to lend a hand or
lift a finger’? Ah, well, we must not ask questiphsit we are very apt to do so. We do not know, and
we become inquisitive, but the Savior says, “Wha you know not now.”

All the while there is very prominent in our mindsense of insignificance and unworthiness which
makes our receipt of favors the more perplexingh&?” asks Peter, “I, unworthy Peter, shall | be
washed by the Lord Jesus Christ"? So it seems wnusrthy sinners, “Why should God’s people be
thinking aboutme, and careful aboumne?Why has the Lord Himself deigned to make my bednin
sickness? Why has His blessed Spirit condescerdbdmhy comforter, applying precious promises to
me? Why all this tane?” We do not comprehend it; we are lost in wonded, iams no marvel that we
are.

Yet, dear brothers and sisters, if our eyes asneq, the Lord’s afflicting dealings are not so won
derfully mysterious after all, for we need purgiagd cleansing even as Peter needed his feet washed.
We greatly need the sacred purging of Jesus’ lovéhie removal of daily defilement. Sometimes #rial
in business, sad bereavements, acts of ingratipades of sickness, or depressions of spirit asé the
basin and the water and the towel in which our Lisndashing our feet. We are clean through thedloo
of Jesus, but the daily cleansing we still need & wonder that some of us are ever out of theafte,
for our dross is so abundant. | shall not be ssegriif | find myself often under the flail, for tlstraw
and the chaff are plentiful in me. Some metalssar@pt to rust that it is no wonder that they dteno
burnished; some soils need a deal of plowing—threyvary apt to cake and grow hard, and therefore
must be broken up. So it is with us, there is alfeewhat the Lord is doing.

In Peter’s case there was a need of fellowshipodo Lord said, “If | wash you not you have notpar
with Me.” You cannot have fellowship with Christlaas He does this or that for you. No, especially
unless He tries you, for how shall you know thefesirig Savior unless you suffer yourself? Commun-
ion with the afflicted Redeemer is promoted by personal afflictions. There was a need yet again fo
Peter and the rest to learn the lesson of washigig brothers’ feet by seeing the Lord wash théirs.
man can rightly wash another’s feet till his owetféave been washed by his Savior. It is in thg@kin
dom of Christ a law that there mustdeeriencebefore there can be expertness. You must be comfor
ed or you cannot comfort; you must find His meroynself or you cannot lead others in the search; yo
must be washed or you cannot wash. Thus there gosr@ reasons for our Lord’s act, but they were not
seen by Peter, nor do the motives for our Lordspensations towards us always appear upon the sur-
face. When Jesus Himself is dealing with us, esfigdf it is in a way oftrial, we do not understand it
and He has need to say, “What | do you know not.how
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V. Our last thought for the present is—UPON THIS POINNID UPON MANY OTHERS WE
SHALL ONE DAY BE INFORMED. “What | do you know natow, but you shall know hereafter.”
That “hereafter” may be very soon. Peter knew withifew minutes what Jesus meant, for He said to
him, “Know you what | have done unto you? If | ydusrd and Master have washed your feet, you
ought also to wash one another’s feet.” Thus tiiet kvas not long in breaking. Why are you in such a
hurry when you are in trouble to begin spelling antvil reason for God’s dealings, when, if you will
but wait you shall know the right reason in a shione? A child is in an ill temper because thers ha
been a rule made by the father and not explainatisa it sits down and sulks, and thinks of some un
kind, ungenerous motive on the father’s part. miaute or two after it understands it all, and tmeat
its own words, it confesses, “How bad of me to itepsuch unkindness to my dear loving father who is
always seeking my good.” If you will get reasoninghaste about your Lord’s dispensations, you will
have to take all your reasoning back, and you hdlle to afflict your soul for being so hasty; tHere
wait awhile, for “you shall know hereafter,” andatlthereafter” may be very near.

Peter understood his Master’s washing his fedebafter his sad fall and threefold denial. | ddou
not wonder that when the Lord turned and lookednuPeter, and he went out and wept bitterly, the
penitent disciple said to himself, “Now | begin $ee why my Lord washed my feet.” When he per-
ceived how badly he needed washing, he would phedgoken which his Lord had given him. He saw
his own frailties and imperfections as he had mansthem before, for he had said, “Though all men
should be offended, yet will | never be offenddaljt after his sad denial he knew himself to bepada
err as the rest of the brothers. At a certain pafiryour experience you will possibly discover thela-
nation of your present adversity. After the Lordlmaet with Peter at the sea and had said to hiegdF
My sheep,” and “Feed My lambs,” another methodxgl@nation was open to him. When Peter began
to be a pastor and to deal with the souls of offfersvould clearly see why his Master washed hes fe
for he would find that he had much to do of the s&inmd of service. Often does our wddt Jesus un-
fold the workof Jesus, and we know our Lord by being called t@flin His footsteps.

Yonder in heaven, best of all, Peter understartg twe Master washed his feet, and surely some-
times Peter must inwardly smile to think of whatdmee thought and said. Peter sings amid the heaven
ly throng, “Unto Him that loved us and washed wsrfrour sins in His own blood,” and then he thinks
to himself, “In my folly in the days of my fleshshid to Him, ‘“You shall never wash my feet.’ | lave
Him when | said it, but what monstrous folly laynry speech!” Ah, he understands it now, and wel shal
understand as he does soon! All things will beroidaen we once pass into the region of light. iant
pate the blessed confidences of heaven! How blesgete those familiar revelations of mysteries so
long obscure! What sweet communications there bellbetween God and His people in the world to
come! | look forward to the time when we shall e knots untied, and the riddles all explained-athe
shall we see the good of apparent evil, and tieewifich lay in the bosom of death. Could we hear th
stories of pilgrims who have reached home they daouh like this—"I was traveling a pleasant road,
blessing God for so delightful a pilgrimage, buldenly a huge rock fell across my path, and | had w
regret to turn back and traverse a more rugged Hlaaeler understood why until | came home to heav-
en and now He tells me, ‘Child, there was a preeifut a little way in front, and you would havesbe
dashed to pieces, and therefore | blocked up yay.’'WAnother who has reached the desired haven
will tell us, “The vessel in which | sailed was wked; she struck upon a rock, and on a broken frag-
ment of her timbers | swam to shore. | could nes@nprehend the reason for this calamity till now.
Now | learn that the ship was being steered by leailds to a shore where | would have been made a
slave and kept in lifelong captivity, and there wasway of deliverance but by dashing the boahte-s
ers, and landing her passengers where they wouig¢é&g

Brothers and sisters, you will, probably, blessi@oheaven more for your sorrows than your joys!
When you once ascend the celestial hills you vedl that the best blessings came to you in the esigh
garments; your pearls were found in oyster shatigl, your jewels were brought out of Egypt. Sickness
trial, adversity, bereavement, and pain have beam inuly angels of God to you than your wealthjryo
health, your strength, your comfort—infinitely mae than your laughter and your ease! O brothets an
sisters, we shall know hereafter. Well, as we skradlw hereafter, we may leave the knowing till then
and give all our attention now to obeying and inggt
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| have done when | have added a warning to thasefcChrist. There are some in this congregation
who do not know my Lord. | have been much exercigeghy mind about you while |1 have been con-
fined to my chamber, and unable to address you,naypgrayer has been that the Holy Spirit would
bless to your conversion the messages of my bi®thko have kindly occupied this pulpit. If you Istil
remain unconverted, | would like to say to you tha do not know what God has been doing with you,
and you do not know what He is doing with you ndat you will know hereafter. You have Sabbath
days, but you do not know their value; you will walthem differently by-and-by when you lie dying,
and especially when you are called before the juegreeat of God! You have your Bible, and you ne-
glect it; you do not know that God has sent a leteer to you in that form; you will know it wheroy
stand before His awful bar! Some of you have bdeaded with very often, and earnestly entreated to
lay hold on eternal life; and the Lord has backpdur entreaties by sending sickness to you and per
sonal trouble. Well, you have not known much abgwnd you have nawishedto know, but you will
haveto know hereafter! If you die without Christ, yadll wake up in eternity and cry, “Ah me, that
ever the Lord should call me and | refuse; thatsHeuld stretch out His hand and | should disrefard.
In hell it will be an awful discovery, “I was theilgject of gospel invitations, | was the object afreest
entreaties, but | continued in my sin, and hena | eternally lost!”

What | earnestly desire should happen would beyita should this morning find out what the Lord
has done for you, and should understand it, andldhapen your eyes and say, “Here am |, a man who
has lived long in sin, and | have been spared opgse that God might save me before | die.” Or per-
haps it will take this form—"“Here | am, a young mamd | came in here this morning with no precise
motive, little knowing what God was about to dohwihe, but | know it now; He has brought me here
that | may, this morning, believe in Jesus, anc giw heart to Him!” O hearers of the gospel, if you
once come to know what God has really danth you, andfor you, you will hardly forgive yourselves
for your conduct towards Him! You will say, “Did Heally love me so, and redeem me with such a
price, and have | been so unkind and thoughtlesartts Him?” You will upbraid yourselves and chas-
ten yourselves, and grieve to think you should hasated so good a friend so terribly! O may the di
vine Spirit this morning open your eyes to know wine Lord Jesus does for you, and His grace shall
be magnified in you! Amen and amen!

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—JOHN 13:1-17.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—327, 689, 778.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST !
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